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of all ranks, profeffions, and employments, every one is 



° n to covet oufnefs , greedy of filthy lucre, all for what they can 
-her fas per tiefas 9 right or wrong, and this made them op- 
and violent, ver. 6, 7. for of that evil as well as others, the 
vi money is the bitter root. Nay, and. this hardened their 
wts'a^ainft the word of God and his prophets ; they were the 

tons Pharifees that derided Chrift, Luke xvi. 14. 
£0VC They were become impudent in fin, and paft fhame. After 
r ha bigh c ^ ar S e °^ fl a g rant crimes proved upon them,, it was 
rv proper to ask, ver. 15. Were they ajhained when they had 
V * faulted all thefe abominations, which are fuch a reproach to 
their reafon and religion ? Did they hlujh at the convidtion, and 
knowledge that confufion of face belonged to them ? If fo, there is 
J C hopes of them yet : But alas ! there did not appear fo much as 
this colour of virtue among them; their hearts were fo hardened, that 
7 were not at all . ajhamed, neither could they blujh, they had 
fo brazened their faces. They even gloried in their wickednefs, 
nd openly confronted the convictions which fhould have humbled 
them, and brought them to repentance. They refolved to face 
it out againft God himfelf, and not to own their guilt. Some refer 
it to the priejis and prophets that had healed the people fligbtly, 
and told them they fhould have peace, and yet were not ajhamed 
of their treachery and falfhood, no, not when the event dis- 
proved them, and gave them the lye : Thofe that are Jhamelefs 
are gracelefs, and their cafe hopelefs. But they that will not fubmit 
to a penitential foame, nor take that to themfelves as their due, 
Jhall not efcape an utter ruin, for fo it follows, therefore they /hall 
fall among them that fall, they fhall have their portion with thofe 
that are quite undone ; and when God vifits the nation in wrath, 
they fhall be fure to be caji down, and be made to tremble, be- 
caufethey would not blujh. Note, Thofe that fin and cannot 1 
blufb for it, it is ill with them now, and will be worfe with them 
ftortly. At. firft they hardened themfelves and would ?iot blufh, 
afterwards they were fo hardened that they could not. S^uod unum 
fobthant in ma lis bontim perdunt, peccandi verecundiam. Senec. de 
Vit. Beat. 

* 3, They are put in mind of the good counfel which had been 
often given them, but in vain. They had a great deal faid to them 
: to little purpofe, 

of advice concerning their duty, ver. 16. God 
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1, By way of advice concerning tneir duty, ver. 
had been ufed to fay to them, Stand in the ways, and fe 
\ (1 J He would have them to confider, not to proceed rajhly, 
but do as travellers in the road, who are in care to find the right 
way, which will bring them to their journey's end, and therefore 
r'paufe, and enquire for it. If they have any reafon to think they 
have miffed their way, they are not eafy till they have got fatis- 
faftion. O that men would be thus wife for their fouls, and would 
I ponder the path of their feet, as thofe that believe lawful and z/«- 
laivful are of no lefs confequence to us, than the right way and 
the wrong is to a traveller ! (2.) He would have them to confult 
antiquity, the obfervations and experience's of thofe that went be- 
% - fore them, Ask for the old paths. Enquire of the former age, Job viii. 
] 8. Ask thy father, thy elders. Deut. xxxii. 7. . and thou wilt find 
: that the way of godlinefs and righteoufnefs hath always been the 
way that God hath owned and blelled, and in which men have 
profpered. Ask for the old paths, i. e. the paths prefcribed by the 
Jaw of God, the written word, that true ftandard of antiquity. 
Ask for the paths that the patriarchs travelled in before you, A- 
bmham, and Ifaac, and Jacob ; and as you hope to inherit the 
promifes made to them, tread in their fteps. Ask for the old 
faths, where is the good zvay ? We muft not be guided purely 
by antiquity, as if the plea of prefcription and long ufage were 
alone fufficient to juftify our path; no, there is an old way, which 
, * picked men have trodden, Job xxii. 15. But when we ask for the 
(• old paths, it is only in order to find out the good zvay, the highway 
of the upright. Note, The way of religion and godlinefs is a good 
Mi way 5 the way that all the faints in all ages have walked in. 
(3.) He would have them to refolve to a£t according to the refult 
of the fe enquiries; when you have found out which is the good 
I way, walk therein ; pracftife accordingly, keep clofe to that way, 
1 proceed and perfevere in it. Some make this counfel to be given 
■ them with reference to the ftruggles that were between the true 
and falfe prophets, between thofe that faid they fhould have 
peace, and thofe that told them trouble was at the door ; they 
% . pretended they knew not which to believe; Stand in the way, 
K faith God, and fee, and enquire which of thefe two agrees with 
the v/ritten word, and the ufual methods of God's providence, 
which of thefe directs you to the good way, and do accordingly. 
.(f) HeafTures them that if they do thus, it will fecure the wel- 
fare and fatisfaftion of their own fouls ; walk in the good old way, 
and you will find that your walking in that way will be eafy and 
pleafant; you will enjoy both your God and yourfelves; and the 
i . Way will lead you to true reft. Though it coft you fome pains to 
v Walk in that way, you will find an abundant recompence at your 
journey's end. (5.) He laments it, that this good counfel, 
which was fo rational in itfelf, and fo proper for them, could not 
«nd acceptance ; But they faid, we zvill not zvalk therein. Not 
only Wc will not be at the pains to enquire which is the good way, 
j: ™e good old zvay ; but when it is told us, and we have nothing to 

»/ to the contrary, but that it is the right way, yet we will not 
No, hd. 



them 



deny purfelves and our humours fo far, as to walk in it Thu 
mui titudes are ruined for ever by downright wilfulnefs; 

By way of admonition concerning their danger : Becaufe thev 
would, not be ruled by fair reafoning, God. take's another metS 
with them; by. lejer judgments he threatens greater, and fends 
his prophets^ to give them this explication of tnem, and to frighten 
them with an apprehenfion of the danger they were in, ver. 17.' 
Alfo I fet watchmen over you. God's minifters are ■ watchmen ' 
and it is a great mercy to have them fet over us in the Lord!" 
Now obferve here, (1.) The fair warning given by thefe watch- 
men : This was the burden of their fong, they cried again and 
again, Hearken to the found of the trumpet. God in his provi- 
dence founds the trumpet, Zech. viii. 14. The watchmen hear 
it themfelves, and are affected with it, Jer. iv. 19, and they are 
to call upon others to hearken to it too, to hear the Lord's contro- 
verfy, to obferve the voice of providence, to improve it, and an- 
fwer the intentions of it. (2.) This fair warning flighted ; But 
they faid, we will not hearken ; we will not hear, we will not 
heed, we will not believe; the prophets may as well favethem- 
felves and us the trouble. The reafon why finners perifh is, be- 
caufe they do not hearken to the found of the trumpet ; and the 
reafon why they do not, is becaufe they will ?iot ; and they have 
no reafon to give why they will not, but becaufe they will not, that 
is, they are herein moft unreafonable. One may eafier deal with 
ten mens reafons, than one marts zvill. 

i8. f Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O con- 
gregation, what is among them. 19. Hear, O earth, 
behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the 
fruit of their thoughts, becaufe they have not heark- 
ned unto my words, nor to my law, but rejefted it. 
20. To what purpofe cometh there to me incenfe from 
Sheba? and the fweet cane from a far country? your 
burnt-offerings are not acceptable, nor your facririces 
fweet unto me. 21. Therefore thus faith the LOR D 9 
Behold, I will lay fturnbling-blocks before this people, 
and the fathers and the fons together fhall fail upon 

: the neighbour and his friend lhall perifh. 
22. Thus faith the LORD, Behold, a people cometh 
from the north-country, and a great nation fliall be 
raifed from the fides of the earth. 23. They fhall lay 
hold on bow and fpear : they are cruel, and have no 
mercy : their voice roreth like the fea, and they ride 
upon horfes, fet in aray as men for war againft thee, 
O daughter of Zion. 24. We have heard the fame 
thereof : our hands wax feeble : anguifh hath taken 
hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in travail. 25, 
Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way j for 
the fword of the enemy, and fear is on every fide. 25. 
Gj[ O daughter of my people, gird thee with fackloth, 
and wallow thy felf in afhes : make thee mourning as 
for an only fon, moft bitter lamentation : for the 
fpoiler fhall fuddenly come upon us. 27. I have fet thee 
for a tower, and a fortrefs among my people, that thou 
mayft know and try their way. 28. They are all grie- 
vous revolters, walking with flanders : they are brafs 
and iron, they are all corrupters- 29. The bellows are 
burnt, the lead is confumed of the fire, the founder 
melteth in vain ; for the wicked are not plucked away. 
30. Reprobate filver fhall men call them, becaufe the 
L O R D hath rejected them. 

Here, r. God appeals to all the neighbours, nay, to the whole 
world, concerning the equity of his proceedings againft Judah 
and Jerulalem, ver. 18, 19. Hear, ye nations, and know parti- 
cularly, O congregation of the mighty, the great men of the nations, 
that take cognizance of the affairs of the flates about you, and 
make remarks upon them. Obferve now what is a doing among them 
of Judah and Jerufalem ; you hear of the defolations brought upon 
them, the earth rings of it, trembles under it ; you all wonder 
that I fhould bring evil upon this people, that are in covenant with 
me, that profefs relation to me, that have worfhipped me, and 
been highly favoured by me ; you are ready to ask, Wherefore 
has the Lord done thus to this land ? Deut. xxix. 24. Know then, 
(1.) That it is the natural product of their devices : The evil 
brought upon them is the fruit of their thought : They thought 
to ftrengthen themfelves by their alliance with foreigners, and 
by that very thing they weakned and diminifhed themfelves, they 
betrayed and expofed themfelves. (2.).That it is theju/l punijhment 
of their difobedience and rebellion : "God doth but execute upon 
them the curfe of the law for their violation of the commands of 
it. It is becaufe they have not hearkened to tny words, nor to my law> 
nor regarded a word I have faid to them, but rejefled it all. They 
fhould never have' been ruined thus by the judgments of God 's 
hand, but they have refufed to be ruled by the. judgments of his 

mouth : therefore you cannot fay they have any wrong done them. 
. 22 C < 2. God 
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" God rejects their plea, by Which they infifted upon their 
external fervices as fufficient to atone for all their iins. Alas! 
k is a frivolous plea, ver, zo. to what purpofe comes there to me 
incenfe and Tweet cane, to be burned for a perfume on the golden 
altar, though it was the beft of the kind, and far fetched ? what 
care I for your burnt-offerings and your facrifices ? They not only 
cannot profit God, fo no facrifice doth, Pfdl. h 9. but they 
do not pleafe him, for fo none doth but the facrifice of the 
upright; that of the wicked is an abomination to him: Sacra- 
fice and incenfe were appointed to excite their repentance, and 
to direft them "to a mediator, and aflift their faith in him. 
And where this good ufe was made of them* they were acceptable^ 
God had refpeft to them, and to thofe that offered them : But 
when they were offered with an opinion that thereby they made 
God their debtor, and purchafed a licence to go on in fin, they 
were fo far from being pleafing to God, that they were a provoca- 
tion to him. 

3. He foretels the defolation that was now coming upon 
them. (1.) God defigns their ruin becaufe they hate to be re- 
formed, ver. 21. / will lay Jlumbling blocks before this people 
occafions of falling not into fin, but into trouble : Thofe whom 
God has marked for deftruaion, he perplexeth and embarraffeth 
their counfels, and obftruas and retards all the methods they 
take for their own fafety. The parties of the enemy which they 
met with, wherever they went, were fumbling blocks to them, 
in every corner they ftumbled upon them, and were dafhed to 
pieces by them : The fathers and the fons together Jhall fall upon 
them, neither the fathers with their wifdom, nor the fons with 
their ftrength and courage {hall efcape them, or get over them : 
The fons that finned with their fathers fall with them. Even the 
neighbour and his friend Jhall perijh, and not be able to help 
either themfelves or one another. (2.) He will make ufe of the 
Chaldeans as inftrumenrs of it ; for whatever work God has to 
do, he will find out proper instruments for the doing of it. This is 
a people fetched from the north, from the fides of the earth ; 
Babylon itfelf lay a great way off northwards ; and fome of the 
countries that were fubjea to the king of Babylon, out of which 
his army was levied, lay much further. Thefe muft be employed in 
this fervice, ver. 22, 23. For(i.) It is a people very numerous, 
a great nation, which will make their invafion the more for- 
midable. (2.) It is a warlike people; they lay hold on bow 
and fpear, and at this time know how to ufe them, for they are 
ufed to them ; they ride upon horfes, and therefore they march the 
inore fwiftly, and in battle prefs the harder. No nation had yet 
brought into the field a better cavalry than the Chaldeans. (3.) 
It is a barbarous people ; they are cruel and have no mercy, being 
greedy of prey, and" flufhed with viaory : They take a pride in 
frightning all about them, their voice roars like the fea. And 
laftly, they have a particular defign upon Judah and Jerufalem, 
in hopes greatly to enrich themfelves with the fpoilof that famous 
country : They are fet in a ray againfl thee, O daughter of 
' Zion. The fins of God's profeffing people make them an ealy 
prey to thofe that are God's enemies as well as theirs. 

4. He defcribes the very great confternation which Judah and 
Jerufalem ihould be in upon the approach of this formidable e- 
nemy, ver* 24, 25, 26. (1.) They own themfelves in a fright 
upon the firft intelligence brought them of the approach of the 
enemy ; when, we have but heard the fame thereof, our hands 
wax feeble, and we have no heart to make any refiftance ; an- 
guijh has taken hold of us, and we are in an extremity of pain 
prefently, like that of a woman in travail. Note, Senfe of guilt 
quite difpirits men upon the approach of any threatning trouble : 
What can they hope to do for themfelves that have made God 
their enemy ? (2.) They confine themfelves by confent to their 
houfes, net daring to (hew their heads abroad, for though they 
could not but expea that the fword of the enemy would at 
laft find them out there, yet they would rather die tamely and 
fneakingly there, than run any venture either by fight or flight 
. to help themfelves. Thus they fay one to another, Go not forth 
into the field, no not to fetch in your provifion thence, nor walk 
by the way, dare not to go to church or market, it is at your 
peril if you do, for the fword of the enemy, and the fear of it is 
on every fide ; the highways are unoccupied, as in Jael's time, 
Judges v. 7. Let this mind us when we travel the roads in 
Safety, and there is none to make us afraid, to blefs God for our 
ihare in the publick tranquillity. (3.} The prophet calls upon 
them fadly to lament the defolations that were coming upon them. 
He was himfelf the lamenting prophet, and called upon his peo- 
ple to join with him in his lamentations. O daughter of my 
people, hear thy God calling thee to weeping and mourning, and 
anfwer his call : do not only put on fackloth for a day, but gird 
on for thy conftant wear : Do not only put afhes on thy head, 
but wallow thy felf in ajhes : Put thy felf into clofe mourning, 
and ufe all the tokens of bitter lamentation, not forced and for 
Xhewonly, but with the greateft fincerity, as parent* mourn for 
an only Jon, and think themfelves comfortlefs becaufe they are 
childlefs. Thus do thou lament for the fpoiler that fuddenly comes 
upon its : Though he is not come yet, he is coming ; the decree 
is gone forth, let us therefore meet the execution of it with an a- 
greeable fadnefs. As faints may rejoice in hope of God's mercies, 

though they fee them only in the promife, fo finners muft 



Or 



mourn for fear of God*s judgments, though they fee them 
in the threatnings. 0il 'j 

5. He conftitutes the prophet a judge over this people that 
ftand upon their trial ; as chap. i. 10. I have fet thee Qv ^ 
nations ; fo here* / have fet thee for a tower, or as a fendnV^ 
a watchman upon a tower among my people, as an infpeft 6 
their aaions, that thou mayjl know and try their zvav, ver°?' 
Not that God needed any to inform him concerning' them • 
the contrary, the prophet knew little of them in comparY 0 * 
but by the Spirit of prophecy : but thus God appeals to * the ' ^ 
phet himfelf, and his own obfervation concerning their char iT* 
that he might be fully fatisfied in the equity of God's p ro 5 
ings againft them, and with the more afiurance give them 
ing of the judgments coming. God fet him for 
cuous to all, and attacked by many, but made 
a firong tower, gave him courage to ftem the 
the fhock of their difpleafure. They that will 
provers, have need to be firm as fortrefles. 



warn- 
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Now in trying their way he will find two things. 

1. That they are wretchedly debauched, ver. 28. They an \\ 
grievous revolters, revolters of revolters. fo the word \% °' 
worft of revolters, as a fervant of fervant s is the 
fervant. They have a revolting heart, 
and revolt more and more. 



the 

meaneft 

have deeply revolted 
They have feemed to fart fey 
but they revolt and fart back: They walk with Ji ana 'en the' 

of belying and backbiting one another ^ 
they make a perfba trade of it, it is their conftant courfe • 
they govern the?nfelves by the flanders they 



make nothing _ v „. 0 & _ IUWI ; ^ 

_ , . hear, hating thof 

that they hear ill fpoken of, though never fo unjuftly. They ap 
brafs and iron, bafe metals, and there is nothing in them that ij 
valuable : They were as fiver and gold, but they are degenerated 
Nay, as they are all revolters, fo they are all corrupter^ ^ 
only debauched themfelves, but induftrious to debauch other 
to corrupt them as they themfelves are corrupt j nay, to mafr 
them feven times more the children of hell than themfelves. Itjj 
often fo, finners fbon become tempters. 

2. That they would never be reclaimed and reformed ; kn 



in vain to think of reducing them, 
tried with them, and all 

them 



for A 



for various methods had been 
to no purpofe. ver. 29, 30. ft 
compares tnem to ore that was fuppofed to have fome goal 
metal in it, and was therefore put into the furnace by theReSner 
who ufed all his art, and took abundance of pains about it 
but it proved all drofs, nothing of any value could be extract 
out of it. God by his prophets and by his providences had ufei 
the moft proper means to refine this people, and to purify 
them from their wickednefs 5 but it was all in vain : By tk 
continual preaching of the word, and a feries of affliaiom, tky 
had been kept in a conftant fire, but all to no purpofe. 7k 
bellows have been ftill kept fo near the fire to blow it, that they 
are burnt with the heat of it, or they are quite worn out with 
long ufe, and thrown into the fire as good for nothing. The pro- 
phets have preached their throats fore with crying aloud againdj 
the fins of Ifrael, and yet they are not convinced and humbE 
The lead which was then ufed in refining filver, as quickto 
is now,, is confumed off the fire, and has not done its w rtr! " 
for the founder melteth in vain, his labour is loft, 
wicked are not plucked away, no care is taken to fepnrate be- 

the precious and the vile, to purge out the old km 
out of communion thofe who being corrupt themfelves, 
are in danger of infeaing others. Or, their wickedncjfes m 
not removed, fo fome read it, they are ftill as bad as ever, and 
nothing will prevail to part between them and their fins ; iky 
will not be brought off from their idolatries and immorate 
by all they have heard, and all they have felt of the wrath 
of God againft them. And therefore that doom is paffed upon 
them, ver. 30. Reprobate fiver Jhall they be called, ufelefs d 
worthlefs, they glitter as if they had fome filver in them, but) 
there is nothing of real virtue or goodnefs to be found amonj' 
them ; and for this reafon the Lord has rejecled them : He will, 
no more own them as his people, nor look for any good froraj 
them 5 he will take them azvay like drofs, Pfal. cxix. 1 1 9. anJ 
prepare a confuming fire for thofe that would not be purnM 
by a refining fire. By this it appears, (1.) That God hath w 
pleafure in the death and ruin of finners, for he tries all ways ad 
methods with them to nrevenr th^Ir rl<*fl-rnA;^n qualifr 



tween 
to caft 



with them to prevent their deftruaion, 
them for falvation : Both 



his ordinances and his providence} 
have a tendency this way, to part between them and their 
fins, and yet with many it is all loft labour, we have piped 30 
you, and you have not danced ; we have mourned unto you, & 
you have not wept. Therefore, (2.) God will bejuftified in* 
death of finners, and all the blamevwill lie upon themfelves, ft 
did not rejecJ them till he had ufed all proper means to >v* 
them ; did not caft them off fo long as there was any hopes 0 
them, nor abandon them as drofs till it appeared they tf» 
reprobate fiver. 
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humiliation «»<+ v .., — , &em the invalidity of 

h i>lea they fo much relied on? that they had the temple of God 
n? them arid conjiahtly attended the fervice of it? and endea- 
am rsto take them off fro??i their confidence in their external privileges 
*°nd performances? ver. I — zi. (z.) He minds them oftbedefo- 
j t < iQ £ 5 fa Shiloh '? and foretels that fuch Jhould be the deflations of 
%lru[alem? ver. 12 — 16. (3.) He reprefents to the prophet 
their abominable idolatries, for which he was thus incenfed againft 

them ver * 1 1 — 2 °* ^ e f ets before the people that funda- 

mental maxim of religion? that to obey is better than facrifice? 

Sam. xv, 22. and that God would not accept the facrifices of 
thofe that ohjlinaiely perftjled in difobedience? ver. 21 — 28. (5.) 
JJe threatens to lay the land utterly wajie for their idolatry and 
impiety y and to ?nultiply their flain as they had multiplied their ftn? 

■34- 



ver. 29 



H 



word that 



Jeremiah from the 
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£ LORD, faying, 2. Stand in the gate of the 
LORD'S houfe, and proclaim there this word, and 
fay, Hear the word of the LORD, all ye of 
Tudah, that enter in at thefe gates to worfhip the 
LORD. 3. Thus faith the LORD of hofts the 
God of Ifrael, Amend your ways and your doings, 
and I will caufe you to dwell in this place. 4. Truft: 
ye not in lying words, faying, The temple of the 
LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the 
LORD are thefe. 5. For if ye throughly amend your 
ways, and your doings 5 if you throughly execute judg- 
ment between a man and his neighbour ; 6. If ye 
opprefs not the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and the widow, 
and Ihed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk 
after other gods to your hurt : 7. Then will I caufe 
you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to 
your fathers for ever and ever. 8. % Behold, ye truft 
in lying words that cannot profit. 9. Will ye fteal, 
murder, and commit adultery, and fwear falfly, and 
burn incenfe unto Baal, and walk after other gods 
whom ye know not ; 10. And come and ftand before 
me in this houfe, which is called by my name, and fay, 
We are delivered to do all thefe abominations ? 1 r. Is 
this houfe which is called by my name, become a den 
of robbers in your eyes ? behold, even I have feen it 9 
faith the LOR D. 12. But go ye now unto my place 
which was in Shiloh, where I fet my name at the firft, 
and fee what I did to it, for the wickednefs of my 
people Ifrael. 13. And now, becaufe ye have done all 

faith the LORD, and I fpake unto 
you, rifing up early, and fpeaking, but ye heard not 5 
and I called you, but ye anfwered not: 14. There- 
fore will I do unto this houfe which is called by my 
name, wherein ye truft, and unto the place which 1 
gave to you, and to your fathers, as I have done to 
Shiloh. 15. And I will caft you out of my fight, as I 
have caft out all your brethren, even the whole feed 
of Ephraim. 



thefe works, 



Thefe verfes begin another fermon which is continued in this 
and the two following chapters 5 much to the fame effeft with 
thofe before, to reafbn them to repentance. Obierve, 

i. The orders given to the prophet to preach this fermon; 
for he had not only a general commiffion, but particular directions 
and inftru£Uons for every meflage he delivered. This was a 
Word that came to him from the Lord? ver. 1. We are not told when 
this fermon was to be preached. But are told, (1.) Where it 
ttuft be preached, in the gate of the Lord's houfe, through which 
they entred into the outer court, or the court of the people. It 
"Would affront the priefts, and expofe the prophet to their rage, 
to have fuch a meffage as this delivered under their nofes, and 
within their precincts, but the prophet muft not fear the face of 
jnan,. he cannot be faithful to his God if he do. (2.) To whom 
J t muft be preached, to the men of Judah, that enter in at thefe 

gates te worflnp the Lord 5 probably it was at one of the three 



to. 



feafts, when all the males from all parts of the country were to 
appear before the Lord in the courts of his houfe, and not to 
appear empty : then he had many together to preach to, and that 
was the moft feafonable time to admonifh them not to truft to 
their privileges. Note, 1. Even thofe that do profefs religion 
have need to be preached to> as well as thofe that are without. 

2. It is defirable to have opportunity of preaching to many toge- 
ther. Wifdom chufeth to cry in the chief place ofconcourfe, and 
as Jeremiah here in the opening of the gates? the temple gates. 

3. When we are going to worfhip God, we have need to be ad- 

moniflied to worfhip him in the fpirit- and to have no confidence in 
theflefh? Phil. iii. 3. 

2. The contents and fcope of the fermon itfelf. It Is deli- 
vered, in the name of the Lord of ho/Is, the God of Ifrael, who 
commands the world? but covenants with his people : As crea- 
tures we are bound to regard the Lordofhojls? as Chriftians the God 
of Ifrael ; what he faid to them he faith to us, and it is much the 
fame with that v/hich John Baptift faid to thofe whom he baptized, 
Mat. iii. 8, p. Bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; And think 
not to fay within yourf elves we have Abraham to our father. The 
prophet here tells them, 

1 . What were the true words of God which they might truft 
In fhort, they might depend upon it, that if they would 
repent and reform their lives, and return to God in a way of 
duty, he would reftore and confirm their peace, would redrefs 
their grievances, and return to them in a way of mercy, ver. 4. 
Amend your ways and your doings. This implies that there had 
been much amifs in their ways and doings, many faults and 
errors : But it is a great inftance of the favour of God to them, 
that he gives them liberty to amend? mews them where and how 
they muft mend, and promifeth to accept them upon their 
amendment ; / will caufe you to dwell quietly and peaceably in 
this place? and a flop fhall be put to that which threatens your 
expulfion. Reformation is the only way, and a fure way to pre- 
vent ruin. 

He explains himfelf, ver. 5, 6, 7. and tells them particu- 
larly, 

(1.) What the amendment was which he expecled from them. 
They muft throughly amend, in ?naking good they muft make. good 
their ways and doings ; they muft reform with refolution? and it 
muft be an univerfal conftant perfevering reformation ; not partial 
but entire ~? not hypocritical but fincere ? not wavering but con/lant. 
They muft make the tree good? and fo make the fruit good \ muft 
amend their hearts and thoughts, and fo amend their ways and 
doings. In particular, (1.) They muft be honejl and juft in all 
their dealings. They that had power in their hands muft throughly 
execute judgment between a man and his neighbour without partia- 
lity, and according as the merits of the caufe appeared : They 
muft not either in judgment or in contract, opprefs >the fir anger? 
the fatherlefs or the widow? nor countenance or protect thofe that 
did opprefs, nor refufe to do them right when they fought for it: 
They muft not fhed innocent blood? and with it defile this place? 
and the land wherein they dwelt. (2.) They muft keep clofe to 
the worfhip of the true God only, neither walk after other gods ? 
do not hanker after them, nor hearken to thofe that would draw 
you into communion with idolaters 5 for it is and will be to your 
own hurt: Be not only fo juft to your God, but fo wife for 
yourfelves, as not to throw away your adorations upon thofe 
that are not able to help you, and thereby provoke him who 
is able to deftroy you. Well, this is all that God infifts 
upon. 

(2.) He tells them what the eft ablifhment is which upon this 
amendment they may expefr. from him, ver. 7. Set about fuch a 
work of reformation as this with all fpeed, go through with 
it, and abide by it, And I will caufe you to dwell in this place y 
this temple, it ftiall continue your place of refort and refuge; 
the place of your comfortable meeting with God and one ano- 
ther m ? and you fhall dwell in the land that I gave .to your fathers 
for ever and ever? and fhall never be turned out either from 
God's houfe or your own. It is promifed that they fhall ftill 
enjoy their civil and facred privileges ; that they fhall have a com- 
fortable enjoyment of them, I will caufe you to dwell here? and 
thofe dwell at eafe whom God gives a fettlement to ; they fhall 
enjoy it by covenant? by virtue of the grant made of it to their 
fathers? not by providence but promife. They fhall continue in 
the enjoyment of it without eviction or moleftation, they fhall 
not be difturbed, much lefs difpoflefTed for ever and ever : nothing 
but fin could throw them out. An everlafting inheritance in the 
heavenly Canaan is hereby fecured to all that live in godlihefs 
and honefty. And the" vulgar Latin reads a further privilege 
here, ver. 3, 7. Habit abo vobifcum? I will dwell tuith you in ibis 
place*? and we fhould find Canaan itfelf but an uncomfortable 
place to dwell in, if God do not dwell with us there. 

2. What were the lying words of their own hearts which they 
muft not trufl to ? He cautions them againft this felf-deceit, 
ver. 4. Trufl ye not in lying words •? your are told in what way, 
and upon what terms you may be eafy, fafe and happy ; now do 
not flatter yourfelves with an opinion that you may be fo ori any 
other terms, or in any other way; yet he chargeth them with 
this felf-deceit, arifing from a felf-conceit, w. 8. Behold? it is 
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plain you do trujl in lying words, notwithftanding what is faid to 
you 5 you truft in words that cannot profit $ you rely upon : a_plea 
that will fiand you. in .no ftead: They that flight the words of 
truth which would profit them,, take fhelter in words of falfhood 
that cannot profit them. Now. thefe lying words were, The temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are thefe. 
Thefe buildings, , the -courts, the. holy place, and the holy of 
holies, are the temple of the Lord, built by his appointment, to 
his glory ; here he rcfides, here he is worfhipped, here we meet 
three times a year to pay our homage to him. as our king, in his 
palace. This they thought was fecurity enough to them to keep 
God and his favours from leaving them, God and his judgments 
from breaking in upon, them. When the : prophets told them how 
finful tb6y were, and how miferable they were likely to be lull, 
they appealed to the temple ; how can we be either fo or fo, as. 
long as we have that holy happy place among us ? The prophet 
repeats it becaufe they repeated it, upon all occafions. It was the 
cant of the times, it was in their mouths upon all occafions:, If 
they heard an awakening fermon, if any ftartling piece of news 
was brought upon them,- , they lulled themfelves afleep again with 
this, we cannot but do well, for we have the, temple of the Lord 
among in. Note, the privileges of a form of godlinefs are often- 
times the pride and confidence of, thofe that are ftrangers and 
enemies to the power of it. It is common for thofe that are 
furthefl from God, to boaft themfelves moft of their being near to 
the church. They aire haughty becaufe of the holy mountain, Zeph. 
in. ii, as if God's mercy were fo tied to them that they might 
defy his juftice. 

Now to convince them what a frivolous plea "this was, and 
what little ftead it would ftand them in,. ^ ^ ^ 

1. He fhews them the grofs abfu rdi ty of it in itfelfi. If they 
knew any thing either of the temple of the Lord, or of the 
Lord of the temple, they muft think that to plead that either 
in excufe of their fin againft God, or in arreft of God's judgment 
againft themj was the moft ridiculous uiireafonable thing that 

could be. 

God is 




fin, ot 
demns, 
co?nmit 



which even the light of nature con- 

and 



a holy God, but this plea made him the patron of 
the worft of fins, 

ver. 9, 10. What (faith he) will ye flcal,~7nurther, 
adultery, be guilty of the vilefl immoralities, and which 
the common intereft, as well as the common fenfe of mankind 
witnefs againft ? TVill you /wear faljly, a crime which all nations 
(who with the belief of a God have had a veneration for an 
oath) have always had a horror of ? Will you burn incenfe to 
Baal^ a dunghil deity, that fets up as a rival with the great 
Jehovah, and not content with that, will you walk after other 
gods too, whom ye know not, and by all thefe crimes put a daring 
affront upon God, both as the Lord of ho/Is, and the God of 
Jfrael P Will you exchange a God whofe power and goodnefs 
you have had fuch a long experience of, for gods whofe ability 
and willingnefs to help you, you know nothing of? And when 
you have thus done the worft you can againft God, will you 
brazen your faces fo far as to come and Jland before him in this 
houfc which is called by bis name, and in which his name is called 
upon. Stand before him as fervants waiting his commands, as 
fupplicants expediting his favour : Will you aft in open rebellion 
againft him, and yet herd yourfelf among his fubje&s, among 
the beft of them ? By this it fhould feem you think that either 
he doth not difcover, or doth not dlflike your wicked pradlices, 
either of which to imagine is to., put the higheft indignity poffible 
upon him. It is as if you fhould fay, we are delivered to do all 
thefe abominations. If they had not the front to fay this, totidem 
verbis, yet their acStions fpoke it aloud. They could not but 
own-, that God, even their own God, had many a time delivered 
them, and been a pre fen t help to them, when other wife they 
muft have perifhed. He in delivering them defigned to reduce 
them to himfelf, and by his goodnefs to lead them to repentance; 
but they refolved to perfift in their abominations notwithstanding ; 
as foon as they were delivered, (as of old in the days of the 
Judges) they did evil again in the fight of the Lord 1 which was 
in effe£t to fay, in direct contradiction to the true intent and 
meaning of the providences, which had been concerning them, 
that God had delivered them to put them again into a capacity of 
rebelling againft him, by facrificing the more profufely to their 
idols. Note, Thofe who continue in fin, becaufe grace has 
abounded, or that grace may abound,- -do in effeffc make Chiift 
the minifter of fin. Some take it thus $ you prefent yourfelves 
before God with your facrifices and fin-offerings, and then fay, 
we are delivered, i. e. we are difcharged from our guilt, now it 
lhall do us no hurt when all this is but to blind the world, 
and ftop the mouth of confeience, that you may the 
to yourfelves, and the more plaufibly before others, do all thefe 

abominations* 



more 



eafily 



(2.) His temple was a holy place, but this plea made it a 
proteclion to the moft unholy perfons : Is this houfe which is called 
by my name, and is a {landing fign of God's kingdom', fet up 
among men in oppofition to the kingdom of fin and Satan ? Is 
this become a den of robbers in your eyes ? Do you think it was 
built to be not only a rendezvous of, but a refuge and fhelter to 

the vileft of malefactors £ No 3 tho' the horns gf the altar were a 



fancStuary to him that flew a man at unawares, yet not to a willf 
murderer, not to one that doth ought prefumptuoufly, Exad, x 
14. 1 Kings ii. 29. Thofe that think to excufe themfelves in 1/ 
chriftian practices with the chriftian name, and fin the mo * 
boldly and fecurely, becaufe there is: a fin-oftering provided f 
in effeft make God's houfe of prayer a den of thieves; as* ft 0 
priefts in Chrift's time, Mat. xxi. 13. But could they thus 
pofe upon God? No, Behold I have feen it, faith the Lord, ^ 
feen the real iniquity through the counterfeit and diflembled pj etv e 
Note, Though men may deceive one another with the fhews of 
devotion, yet they cannot deceive God. 

2. He fhews them the insufficiency of this plea adjudged Ion 
fince in . the cafe of Shiloh. 
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- . It is certain Shiloh was ruined, tho' it had God's fan& uar 
in it, when by its wickednefs it profaned that fan6tuary, ver. j 2 
Go ye ?iow to my place which was in Shiloh ; it is probable the 
ruins of that once flourifhing city were yet remaining, h ow 
ever they might read the. hiftory of it, which ought to affefl 
them as if they faw the place : there God fet his name at tbefirfl - 
there the tabernacle was fet up when Ifrael firft took pofleffi 0i | 
of Canaan, Jojh. xviii. 1. and thither the tribes went up; ^ 
thofe that attended the fervice of the tabernacle there, corrupted 
both themfelves and,others, and from them arofe the wickednefs 
of his. people Ifrael: that .fountain was poifoned, and fent forth 
malignant ftreams : and what came of it ? go,, fee what God did 
to it ? Was it prote&ed by its having the tabernacle in it ? No 
God forfook it, Pfal. lxxviii. 60. fent his ark into captivity, cut 
off the houfe of Eli that prefided there ; and it is very probable 
the city was quite deftroyed, for we never read any more of it 
but as a monument- of divine vengeance upon holy places, when 
they harbour wicked people. Note, God's judgments upon others 
that have really revolted from God, while they have kept up a 
profeffioh of nearnefs to him, fhould be a warning to us not to 
trujl in lying words. . It is good to con'fult precedents, and mafo 
ufe of them \ Reme?nber Lot's wife 5 remember Shiloh and the 
feven churches of Afia, and know that the ark and candleflkk are 
moveable things, Rev. ii. 5. Mat. xxi. 43. 

2. It is as certain that Shiloh's fate will be Jerufalem's doom, 
if a fpeedy and fincere repentance prevent it not. (1.) Jerufalem 
was now as finful as ever Shiloh was ; that is proved by the un- 
erring teftimony of God himfelf againft them, ver. 13. Ye havt 
done all thefe works, you cannot deny it : and they continued oh 
Jlinate in their fin 5 that is proved by the teftimony of God's 
meflengers, by whom he fpake unto them, to return and repent, 
rifing up early and fpeaking, as one in care, as one in earneft, 
as one that would lofe no time in dealing with them ; nay that 
fhould take the fitteft opportunity for fpeaking to them early k 
the znorning, when if ever they were fober,*and had their thoughts 
free and clear : but it was all in vain, God fpake, but they beard 
not, i. e. they heeded, not, they never minded ; he called tbem t 
but they anfwercd not : they would not come at his call. Note, 
What God hath fpoken to us, greatly aggravates what we have 

done againfi him. 

2. Jerufalem fhall fhortly be as miferable as ever Shiloh was: 

Therefore I will do unto this houfe as I did to Shiloh, ruin it, and 
lay it wafte, ver. 14. Thofe that tread in the fteps of the wick- 
ednefs of thofe that went before them, muft expert to fall by the 
like judgments, for all thefe things happened to them for enfampku 
The temple at Jerufalem, tho* never fo ftrongly built,, if wick- 
ednefs was found in it, would be as unable to keep its ground, 
and as eafily conquered as even the tabernacle in Shiloh was, 
when God's day of vengeance was come. This houfe (faith God) 
is called by my name, and therefore you may think I fhould protefl 
it ; it is the houfe in which you trujl, and you think it will pro- 
te£l you : this land is the place, this city the place which I gave 
to you and your fathers, and therefore you are fecure of the con- 
tinuance of it, and think nothing can turn you out of it : but 
the men of Shiloh thus flattered themfelves, and did but deceive 
themfelves. He quotes another precedent, ver. 15. viz. the ruin 
of the kingdom of the ten tribes, who were the feed of Abraham, 
and had the covenant of circumcifion, and poilefTed the land 
which God gave to them and their fathers, and yet their idolatries 
threw them out, and extirpated them ; and can you think but 
that the fame evil courfes fhould be as fatal to you ? Doubtlefs 
they will be fo, for God is uniform, and of a piece with-himfelf in 
his judicial proceedings. It is a rule of juftice, ut parinm par ft 
ratio. You have corrupted your felves as your brethren the Jed 
of Ephraim did, and are become their brethren in iniquity, and 
therefore I will cafl you out of my fight, as I have caft than. 
The interpretation here given of the judgment, makes it a ter- 
rible one indeed the cafting of them out of their land fignified 
God's cafting them out of his fight, as if he would never look upon 
them, never look after them more. Wherever we are caft it is 
well enough, if we be kept in the love of God 5 But if we are 
thrown out of his favour, our cafe is miferable tho 3 we dwell hi 
our own land. This threatening, that God would make this 
houfe like Shiloh, we fhall meet with again, and find Jeremiah 
indidted for it 3 chap. xxvi. 6. 

■ 16. Therefore 
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6 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither 
rf^up cry nor prayer for them, neither make inter- 
I (Hon to me .5 for I will not hear thee. iy. % Seeft thou 
not what they do in the ciities of Jud L " J ! ~ 
ftreecs of Jerufalem ? ~ ' 
and the fathers kindle the fire 

to make cakes to 
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18. The children gather wood, 

and the women knead 



unto 



their dough 

and to pour out drink- offerings 
they may provoke me to anger. 19 

1 - tc\ ancpr ? fai 



the queen of heaven, 

other gods, that 
Do 



_ they pro- 

voke me to anger r faith the LORD : do they not pro- 
yoke themfelves to the confufion of their own faces ? 
00 Therefore thus faith the Lord GOD, Behold, 
mine anger, and my fury fhall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man and upon bead, and upon the trees 
of the field, and upon the- fruit of the ground and it 
lhall burn, and fhall not be quenched. 



God had (hewed them in the foregoing verfes, that the temple, 
md the fervice of it, of which they boafted, and in which they 
trufied, ftould not avail to prevent the judgment threatned. But 
there was another thing which might ftand them in fome {read, 
and which yet they had no value for, and that was the prophet's 
intercejjion for them : his prayers would do them more good than 
their own pleas : now here that fupport is taken from them and 
their cafe is fad indeed, that have loft their intereft in the prayers 
of God's minifters and people. 

1. God here forbids the prophet to pray for them, ver. 16. 
The decree is gone forth, their ruin is refolved on, therefore pray 
not thou for this people , i. e. Pray not for the preventing of this 
judgment threatned, they have finned unto death, and therefore 
pray not for their life, but for the life of their fouls, 1 John v. 16. 
See here, (1.) That God's prophets are praying men; Jeremiah 
foretold the deftrudtion of Judah and Jerufalem, and yet prayed 
for their prefervation, not knowing that the decree was abfolute, 
: and it is the will of God that we pray for the peace of Jerufalem. 
Even when we threaten finners with damnation, we muft pray 
'. for their falvation, that they may turn and live. Jeremiah was 
• hated, and perfecuted, and reproached by the children of his 
. people, and yet he prayed for them, for it becomes us to render 
good for evil. (2.) That God's praying prophets have a great 
intereft in heaven, how little ibever they have on earth. When 
God was determined to deftroy this people, he befpeaks the pro- 
phet not to pray for them, becaufe he would not have his prayers 
to lie> as prophets prayers feJdom did, unanfwered : God faid to 
Mofes, Let me alone, Exod. xxxii. 10. (3.) It is an ill omen to 
: a people, when God reftrains. the fpirits of his minifters and peo- 
ple from praying for them, and gives them to fee their cafe fo 
defperate, that they have no heart to fpeak a good word for 
them. (4.) Thofe that will not regard good minifters preaching, 
cannot expect any benefit by their praying. If you will not 
" hear us when we fpeak from God to you* God will not hear us 
when we fpeak to him for you. 

z. He gives him a reafbn for this prohibition. Praying breath 
is too precious a thing to be loft and thrown away upon a people 
hardened in fin, and marked for ruin. 

1. They are refolved to perfejl in their rebellion againft God, 
and will not be turned back by the prophet's preaching ; for this 
he appeals to the prophet himfelf, and his own infpe£tion and 
: obfervation, ver. 17. Seeji thou not what they do openly and pub- 
lickly, without either fhame or fear, in the cities of Judah, and 
in the jheets of Jerufalem : this intimates both that the fin was 
wident 9 and could not be denied, and that the finners were im- 
pudent^ and would not be reclaimed ; they committed their wick- 
ed nek even in the prophet's prefence, and under his eye; he faw 
what they did, and yet they did it, which was an affront to his 
office, and to him whofe officer he was, and bid defiance to both. 

Now obferve, (1.) What the fin is with which they are here 
cnarged; it is idolatry, ver. 18. Their idolatrous refpefls are paid 
to the queen of heaven, the moon, either in an image, or in the 
, original, or both : they worfhipped it probably under the name of 
, Aflitaroth, or fome other of their goddeftes, being in love with 
the inghtnefs in which they faw the moon walk, and thinking 
uiemfelves indebted to her for her benign influences, or fearin 
^ malignant ones ; Job xxxi. 26. The worfhipping of the 
moon was much in ufe among the heathen nations, Jer. xliv. 

19. Some read it the frame or workma?iJhip of heaven 5 the 
^hole celeftial globe with all its ornaments and powers, was the 
object of their adoration. They worjhipped the hoji of heaven, 
j Cts Vu - 4 2 » The homage they fhould have paid to their prince, 
paid to the ftatues that beautified the frontifpiece of his 
palace ; worfhipped the creatures inftead of him that made them, 
. J: fervants inftead of him that commands them, and the gifts 
toltead of him that gave them. With the queen of heaven they 
^orimpped other gods, images of things not only in heaven above, 
jb earth beneath, and in the waters under the earth ; for thofe 

thf t ? r .^ ke rl ? e tru * God > wa '^er endlefiy after falfe ones. To 
deities of their own making they offer cakes for meat-offer- 
No. ixi, 
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ings, and pour out drink-offerings, as if they had their meat and 
drink from them, and were obliged to make to them their ac- 
knowledgments : and fee how bufy they are, and how every hand 
is employed in the fervice of thefe idols, according as they ufed 
to be employed in their domeftick fervices. The children were; 
fent to gather wood, the fathers kindled the fire to heat the oven, 
being of the poorer fort, that could not afford to keep fervants 
to do it, yet they would rather do it themfelves than it fhould 
be undone ; the zvomen kneaded the dough with their own hands, 
for perhaps tho' they had fervants to do it, yet they took a pride 
in (hewing their zeal for their idols by doing it themfelves. Let 
us be inftrucled even by this bad example in the fervice of our 
God. (1.) Let us honour him with our fubftancc, as thofe that 
have our fubfiftence from him, and eat and drink to the glory of 
him from whom we have our meat and drink. (2.) Let us not 
decline the hardefl fervices, nor difdain to ftoop to the meanejl* 
by which God may be honoured ; for none fhall kindle a fire on 
God's altar for nought. Let us think it an honour to be employed 
in any work for God. (3.) Let us bring up our children in the 
acts of devotion, let them, as they are capable, be employed in 
doing fomething towards the keeping up of religious exercifes. 

(2.) What is the direct tendency of this fin \ It is that they 
may provoke me to anger, they cannot defign any thing elfb in it : 
But, ver. 19. Do they provoke me to anger? Is it becaufe I am 
hard to be pleafed, or eafily provoked ? Or am I to bear the 
blame of the refentment ? No, it is their own doing, they may 
thank themfelves, and they alone fhall bear it. Is it againfl God 
that they provoke him to wrath ? Is he the worfe for it ? Doth 
it do him any real damage ? No, Is it not againfl themfelves ? to 
the confufion of their own faces ? It is malice againft God, but it 
is impotent malice, it cannot hurt him ; nay, it is fooli/h malice, 
it will hurt themfelves : they Jhew their fpice againft God, but 
they do the fpite to themfelves. Nov/ canfi thou think any other 
but that fuch a people fhouid be abandoned, as are thus defpe- 

rately fet upon their own ruin. 

2. God is refolved to proceed in his judgments againft them, 
and will not be turned back by the prophet'* prayers, ver. 20, 
Tims faith the Lord God, and what he faith he will not unfay, nor 
can all the world gainfay^ hear it therefore and tremble ; Behold, 
my anger and my fury Jhall be poured out upon this place, as the 
flood of waters was upon the old world, or the mower of fire" 
and brimftone upon Sodom, fince they will anger me, let them 
fee what will come of it. They fhall foon find, (1.) That 
there is no efcaping this deluge of fire, either by flying from it, 
or fencing againft it : it fhall be poured out on this place, tho' it 
be a holy place, the Lord's houfe. It fhall reach both man and 
beajt, like the plagues of Egypt, and like fome of them fhall 
deftroy the trees of the field, and the fruit of the ground, which 
they had defigned and prepared for Baal, and of which they had 
made cakes to the queen of heaven, (z.) There is no ex tinguijhing 
it ; it Jhall burn and Jhall not be quenched ; prayers and tears 
fhall then avail nothing ; when his zvratb is kindled but a little, 
much more when it is kindled to fuch a degree there fhall be no 
quenching of it : God's wrath is that fire unquenchable, which 
eternity it felf will not fee the period of, Depart, ye curjea, into 
ever la/ling fire. 

21. f Thus faith the LORD of hofiis the God of 
Ifrael, Put your burnt- offerings unto your facrifices, 
and eat flefh. 22. For I fpake not unto your fathers* 
nor commanded them in the day that I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings 
or facrifices. 23. But this thing commanded I them, 
faying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and 
ye lhall be my people : and walk ye in all the ways 
that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto 
you. 24. But they hearkned not, nor inclined their 
ear, but walked in the counfels and in the imagina- 
tion of their evil heart, and went backward, and not 
forward. 25. Since the day that your fathers came 
forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day, I have 
even fent unto you all my fervants the prophets, daily 
rifing up early, and fending them. 16. Yet they heark- 
ned not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but harden- 
ed their neck, they did worfe than their fathers. 

27. Therefore thou (halt fpeak all thefe words unto 
them, but they will not hearken to thee: thou flialc 
alfo call unco them, but they will not anfwer thee* 

28. But thou fhalt fay unco them, This is a nation* 
chat obeyech not the voice of the LORD their God* 
nor receiveth correction : truth is perifhed, and is cut 
off from their mouth. 

God having (hewed the people that the temple would not proixf 
them while they polluted it wich their wickednefs, here flxews 
them that their facrifices would not atone for thern, nor be ac- 
cepted while they went on in difobedience. S?s with what con- 
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Put 



of their ceremonial fervices, ver. 2 1. 

go on in them as long as you 



y to 



tempt he here fpeaks 
you?- bur nt * offerings to your facrifices „ v 

pleafe ; add one fort of facrifice to another ; turn your burnt- 
offerings? which were to -be wholly burnt to the honour of Ood, 
into peace-offering which the offerer himfelf had a considerable 
ftare of, that you may eat fiefh? for that is all the good you are 
Jikdy to have from your facrifices, a good meal s meat or twos 
hut expea not any other benefit by them while you live at this 
loofe rate. Keep your facrifices to your Jelves? (fo fome underftand 
it) let them be ferved up at your own tables, for they are no way 
acceptable at .God's altars. For the opening of this, _ 

i. He fhews them that obedience was the only thing he required 
of them, ver. zz? 23. He appeals to the original contracl? by 
which thev were firft formed into a people, when they were 
brought out of Esypt: God made them a kingdom of pnejls to 
himfelf, not that" he might be regaled with their facrifices, as 
the devils, whom the heathen worfhipped, which are represented 
as eating v/ith pleafure the fat of their iacrifices, and drinking 
the wine of their drink-ofterings, Dent, xxxii. 3 s - No > JpUGod 
cat the fiefr of bulls ? Pfal. I. 1 3. / ft ake not io >'* ur f*ws am - 
cc ruing burnt-offerings or facrifices? not of them at fir/l. ^ *he 
precepts of the moral law were given before the ceremonial in- 
ftitutiaus ; 2nd thofe came afterwards as trials of their obedience, 
and aftiftances to their repentance and faith. The Levitical law 
begins thus, If any man of you will bring an offering? he muft do 
fo and fo, Lev. i. 2. — ii. 1. as if it were intended rather to re- 
gulate facrifice than to require it : but that which God command- 
ed, which he bound them to by his fupreme authority, and which 
he infilled upon as the condition of the covenant, was, Obey my 
voice? fee Exod. xv. 26. where this was the Jlatute and the ordi- 
nance by which God proved them, Hearken diligently to the voice 
of the Lord thy God. And upon thefe. terms they fhall be God's 
peculiar people, Exod. xiv. 5. If ye will obey my voice indeed. 
Make confeience of the duties of natural religion, obferve pofitive 
inftitutions from a principle of obedience : and then, I will be your 
God? and ye Jball be my people^ which fpeaks the greateft honour, 
happinefi and fatisfadion that any of the children of men are 
capable of. Let your converfation be regular, and in every thing 
ftudy to comply with the will and word of God ; walk within 
the bounds that I have fet you, and in all the ways that I have 
commanded you? and then you may allure your felves itfijall be well 
with you. The demand here is very reafonable, that we ftiould 
be directed by infinite wifdom to that which is fit ; that he that 
made us ftiould command us, and that he fhould give us law, 
who gives us our being, and all the fupports of it. And the 
promife is very encouraging 5 let God's will be your rule, and 
his favour fhall be your felicitj r . 

2. He fhews them that difobedience was the only thing for 
which he had a quarrel with them : He would not reprove them 
for their facrifices? for the omiflion of them, they had been con- 
tinually before him? Pfal. 1. 8. with them they hoped to bribe 
God, and purchafe a licence to go on in fin. That therefore 
which God had all along laid to their charge, was breaking his 
commandments in the courfc of their converfation ; while they 
ob ferved them in fome inftances in the courfe of their devotion, 
ver. 24, 25, ifc. 

1. They fet up their own will in competition with the will of 
God. They hearkned not to God, and to his law, they , never 
heeded that, it was to them as if it had never been given, or were 
of no force ; they inclined not their ear to attend to it, much lefs 
their hearts to comply with it. But they would have their own 
way, would do as they had a mind, and not as they were bid- 
den : Their own counfcls were their guide, and not the dictates of 
divine wifdom ; that fhall be lawful and good with them which 
they think fo, tho' the word of God faith quite contrary. The 
imagination of their evil heart? the appetites and paffions of it fhall 
be a law to them, and they will walk in the way of it, and in 
the fight of their eye. 

2. If they began well, yet they did not proceed, but foon 
flew off. They went backward? when they talked of making a 
captain, and returning to Egypt again, and would not go for- 
tvard under God's conduct. They promifed fair, All that the 
Lord fijall fay unto us we will do ; and if they would but have 
Jcept in that good mind all had been well ; but inftead of goino- 
on in the way of duty, they drew back into the way of fin, and 
were worfe than ever. 

3. When God fent to them by word of mouth to put them in 
mind of the written word? which was the bufinefs of the pro- 
phets, it was all one, ftill they were difobedient. God had fer- 
vants of his among them in every age, fince they came out of 
Egypt unto this day, fome or other to tell them of their faults, 
and put them in mind of their duty, whom he rofe up early to 
iend, as before, ver. 13. as men rife up early to call iervants to 
their work ; but they were as deaf to the prophets, as they were 
to the law, ver. 26. Yet they hearkned not? nor inclined their ear. 
This had been their way and manner all along ; they were of 
the fame ftubborn refractory difpofition with thofe that went 
before them : it had all along been the genius of the nation, and 
an evil genius it was, that continually haunted them till it ruined 
them at laflv 



4. Their practice and character was ftill the fame, 
worfe and not better than their fathers. 

1. Jeremiah can himfelf witnefs againft them, 



the 7 are 



that they ^ 



difobedient, or he ftiall foon find it fo, ver. zj. Thou Jhalt A 1 
all thefe words to them? fhalt particularly charge them with 



t 



e 



come 



obedience and obftinacy : but even that will not work u D 
them, they will not hearken to thee? nor heed thee ; thou ft \ 
go and call to them with all the plainnefs and earneftners i m 
ginable, but they tvill not anjiuer thee? they will either give tht 
no anfwer at all, or not an obedient anfwer; they will not 
at thy call. 

2. He muft therefore own that they deferved the character of 
a difobedient people? that were ripe for deftrudtion, and muft ffQ 
to them and tell them fo to their faces, ver. 28. Say unto than 
This is a nation that obeys not the voice of the Lord their qJ 
they are notorious for their obftinacy; they facrifice to the Lord 
as their God? but they will not be ruled by him as their Gsd- 
they will not receive either the injlruclion of his word, ortfcl 
correction of his rod, they will not be reclaimed or reformed C 
either ; truth is perijhed among them, they cannot receive it 
they will not fubmit to it, nor be governed by it; they will not 
fpeak truth, there is no believing a word they fay, for it is 
off fro?n their mouth? and lying comes in the room of it ; they are 
falfe both to God and man. 



29. % Cut oir thine hair, u jerujatem? and caft \i 
away, and cake up a lamentation on high places ; fe t 
theLORD hath 



of his wrath. 30. 
evil in my fight, faich the Lord : 
abominations in the houfe which 



rejected and forfaken the generation 
For the children of Judah have 

have 



they 

is called 



done 
fee their 



name, to pollute it. 31. And they have 
high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the 
fon of Hinnom, to burn their fons and their daughters 
the fire, which I commanded them not, neither 

% Therefore behold, 

fhall 



by 

built 



my 
the 



in 



came it into my heart. 

faich the 



days come, 
be called Tophec, nor 
nom, but the 



3 2 

LORD, that ic 
the valley of the fon 



the 



valley of daughter : for 
in Tophet, till there be 
cafes of this people fhall 



they 
And 



no more 

of Hin. 
fhall 



no place. 33. 
be meat for the fowls 



che 



bury 
car- 
of the 



heaven, and for the beafts of the earch, and none fhall 
fray them away. 34. Then will I caufe to ceafe from 
the cities of Judah, and from the ftreets of Jerufalem, 
the voice of mirth, and the voice of 



voice of che bridegroom, and the 
for che land fhall be defolate. 



gladnefs, the 
voice of the bride: 



Here 



is 



mourning, 
the whole 



Jerufalem, 
earth, muft 



w 1. A loud call to weeping and 
that had been a joyous city, the joy of 

now take up a lamentation o?i high places'? ver. 29. the high pirns 
where they had ferved their idols, there muft they now bemoan 
their mifery. In token both of forrow and flavery Jerufalem 
muft now cut off her hair? and caji it away? ths word is- pecu- 
liar to the hair of the Nazarites, which was the badge and token 
of their dedication to God, and it is called their crown. Jeru- 
falem had been a city that was a Nazarite to God, but now mult 
cut off her hair? muft be profaned, degraded, and feparat- 
ed from God, as fhe had been feparated to him. And it is 
time for thofe that have loft their hoiinefs to lay afide their 

j°y- 

2. Juft caufe given for this great lamentation. 
I. The fin of Jerufalem appears here very heinous* no where 
worfe, or more exceeding finful. The children of Judah? God's 
profefling people, that came forth out of the waters of Juddh 
I/a. xlviii. 1. have done evil in my fight? under my eye, in my 
prefence, they have affronted me to my face, which very much 
aggravates the affront : or, they have done that which they know 
to be evil in my fight? and in the higheft degree ofFenfive to me. 
Idolatry was the iin which was above all other fins evil in God's 
fight. Now here are two things charged upon them in their ido* 
latry, which were very provoking. 

(1.) That they were very ' impudent in it towards God, ani 
fet him at defiance, ver. 30. They have fet their abominations? 
i. e. their abominable idols, and the altars erected to them, tn 
the houfe that is called by my name? in the very courts of the 
temple to pollute it Manafleh did fo, 2 Kings xxi. 7. — xxiii. iz« 
as if they thought God would connive at it, or cared nor 
though he was never fo much difpleafed with it ; or as if 
they would reconcile heaven and hell, God and Baal. The 
heart, is the place which God has chofen to put his name there? 
if fin have the innermoft and uppermoft place there, we pol- 
lute the temple of the Lord, and therefore he refents nothing 
more than fetting up idols in the heart? Ezek. xiv. 4. 

(2,) That they were very barbarous in it towards their 

own children, ver, 3 I. They have particularly built the btgo 

places 
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in 



of Tophet where the image of Moloch was fet up, 
$ Jh« fif the [on of Hinnom, near adjoining to Jerufalem, 

their fons and their daughters in the 



% valley of the fin of Humom 

they burned their fi\ 

killed them, and killed them in the 



fire, 
nioft 
jdols 



honour or 
This 



appeafe thofe 
was fure the 



w 

as to do a thing fo inhuman, 
and their own too : that 



there 

burned them alive, 
cruel manner imaginable, to 
that were devils and not gods. 
te £ j n ftance that ever was of the power of Satan in the 
g hTdren of difobedience, and of the degeneracy and corrup- 
c , Q f the human nature : one would willingly hope there 
t ? 11 not many inftances of fuch a barbarous idolatry, but 
amazing there fhould be any : that men could be fo pcr- 
letW void of natural affeclion, as <*> 
£ t o burn little innocent children, 
^ fhould be fo perfectly void of natural religion, as 

latvfid to do this ; nay, to think it acceptable 5 
f rely it was in a way of righteous judgment, becaufe they 
U changed the glory of God into the fimilitude of a beaft, 
God gave them up to fuch vile affections as changed 
them into worfe than beads. God faith of this, it was what 
he commanded them not, neither came it into his heart 3 which 
' C not meant of his not commanding them thus to worfhip 
Moloch, that is, it was what he had forbidden them :^ but 
had never commanded that his worfhippers fhould be at 

nor put fuch a force upon their natural 

: it never came into his heart to 



they 
think- 

fare 

had 

that 



to 



It 



he 

fuch an expence, 
afFeffion in honouring 
have children offered to him, 
the fervice of fuch gods, 



him 



yet they had forfaken his fervice 
as by commanding this, (hewed 



to be indeed enemies to mankind. 



for 

themfelves 

2. The deftrucYion of Jerufalem appears here very terrible : 
that* fpeaks mifery enough in general, ver. 29. The Lord hath 
rejected and forfaken the generation of his wrath. Sin makes 
thofe the generation of God's wrath, that had been the ge- 
neration of his love. And God will rejecl and quite forfake 
them, who have thus by their impenitency made themfelves 
vcffels of wrath fitted to dcjtruclion. He will difown them for 
his 5 verily, I fay unto you, I know you not, and he will 
give them up to the terrors of their own guilt, and leave them 
in thofe hands. 

1. Death fhall triu?nph over them, ver. 3 2 5 3 3- Sin reigns 
unto death, for that is the wages of it, the end of thofe 
things. Tophet, the valley adjoining to Jerufalem, Jhall be 
called the valley of ftaughter, for there multitudes fhall be flain, 
when in their fallies out of. the city, and their attempts to 
efcape, they fall into the hands of the befiegers. Or, the 
valley of Jlaughtered ones, becaufe thither the corps of thofe 
that are flain fhall be brought to be buried, all other burying 
places being full. And there they fhall bury until there be no 
more place to make a grave. This fpeaks the multitude of 
thofe that fhall die by the fword, peftilence, and famine ; death 
fliall ride on profperoufly with a dreadful pomp and power, 
conquering and to conquer. The flain of the Lord Jhall be many. 
This valley of Tophet was a place where the citizens of Je- 
rufalem walked to take the air ; but it fhall now be fpoiled 
for that ufe, for it fhall be fo full of graves that there fhall 
be no walking there, becaufe of the danger of contracting a 
ceremonial pollution by the touch of a grave. There 
that they facrificed fome of their children, and dedicated others 
to Moloch, and there they fhould fall as vi&ims to divine 
juftice. Tophet had formerly been the burying place, or 

place of the dead bodies of the befiegers, when 
army was routed by an angel ; and for this it 
of old, Ifa. xxx. 33. But they having forgot 
and made it the place of their fin, God will now 

In allufion 



it was 



burning 
Ailyrian 
ordained 



the 
was 
this 



to 
the 



concern or courage to 



mercy, 

turn it into a burying place for the befteged. 
this valley, hell is in the New Teftament called Gehenna, 
valley of Hinnom, for there were buried both the invading 
AiTyrians, and the revolting Jews, fo hell is a receptacle after 
death both for infidels and hypocrites, the open enemies of 
God's church, and its treacherous friends : it is the congrega- 
tion of the dead ; it is prepared for the generation of God's 
wrath. But • fo great fhall that flaughter be, that even the 
fpacious valley of Tophet fhall not be able to contain the 
flain 5 and at length there fhall not be enough left alive to 
bury the dead, fo that the carcafes of this people jhall be meat 
for the birds and beafts of prey, that fhall feed upon them 
like carrion, and none fhall have the 

frighten them away, as Rizpah did from the dead bodies of 
Saul's fons, 2 Sam, xxi. 10. This was according to the 
threatning in the law, and a branch of the curfe, Deut. xxviii. 
26. Thy carcafe fijall be meat to the fowls and beafts, and no 
nan jhall fray them away. Thus do the law and the pro- 
phets agree, and the execution with both. The decent bury- 
ing of the dead is a piece of humanity, in remembrance of 
what the dead body hath been, the tabernacle of a reafonable 
foul. Nay, it is a piece of divinity, in expectation of what 
the dead body jhall be at the refurre&ion : the want of it 
has fometimes been an inftance of the rage of men againft 
God's witnefles, Rev. xi. 9. Here it is threatned as an in- 
ftance of the wrath of God againft his enemies, and is an in- 
Nation, that evil purfues Jinners even after death. 



2. Joy fhall depart from them, ver. 34. Then will I caufe 
to ceafe the voice of mirth. God had called by his prophets, 
and by lefler judgments, to weeping and mournings but they 
walked contrary to him, and would hear of nothing but joy 
and gladnefs, Ifa. xxii. 12, 13. And what came of it? Now 
God called to lamentation, ver. 29. and he made his call 

leaving them neither caufe nor heart for joy and glad- 
that will not weep, fhall weeo ; that will not Kv 




They 

the grace of God be cured 
juftice of God be deprived 
etb, he will overcome. It is 

th 



nothing to rejoice in ; 
dings ; no mirtb 9 for 



of their vain mirth, fhall by the 
of all mirth : for w hen God judg- 
threatned here that there fhall be 
fhall be none of the joy of wed~ 
there fhall be no marriages : the com- 
forts of life fhall be abandoned, and all care to keep up man- 
kind upon earth caft off there fhall be none of the voice of 
the bridegroom and the bride ; no mufick, no nuptial fongs : 
nor fhall there be any more of the joy of harvefi, for the 
land jhall be deflate, uncultivated and unimproved : both the 
cities of Judah, and the firects of Jerufalem, fhall look thus 
melancholy : and when they thus look about them, and fee 
no caufe to rejoice, no marvel if they retire into themfelves, 
and find no heart to rejoice. Note, God can foon mar the 
mirth of the moft jovial, and make it to ceafe, which is a 
reafon why we fhould always rejoice with trembling > be 
merry and wife. 



CHAP. VIII. 



The prophet proceeds in this chapter both to ?nagnify and to ju/lify 
the deft rucl ion that God was bringing upon this people ; to 
Jhew boiv grievous it would be, and yet how righteous. (1.) He 
7'eprefents the judgments coining fo very terrible, that death 
JJiould appear fo as mofil to be dreaded, and yet jhould be de- 
fired, ver. I — 3. (2.) He aggravates the wretched flupidity 
and wilfulnefs of this people, as that which brought this ruin 
upon them, ver. 4 — 12. (3.) He defcribes the great confufton 
and conflernation that the whole land jhould be in upon the 
alarm of it, ver. 13 — 17. (4.) The prophet is himfelf deep- 
ly affecJed with it, and lays it very much to hearty ver. 
18 — 22. 



A 



T that time, faith the LOR D, they fhall 
_ bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, 
and the bones of his princes, and the bones of the 
priefts, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones 
of the inhabitants of Jerufalem out of their — 



2. And they /hall fpread them before the 
the moon, and all the hoft of heaven 



graves 
fun, and 



have loved, 
whom 
fought, 
not be 



and 
have 



and 



they 
after 



whom 

whom they have ferved, 
they have walked, and whom they haVe 
and whom they have worfhipped : they fhall 

be ' ~ ' " 



they 

And death fhall 



gathered, nor be buried, thev fhall be for 
dung upon the face of the earth. 3. 
be ehofen rather than life, by all the refidue of them 
that remain of this evil family, which remain 
the places whither I have driven 



all 



places 
LORD of hofts. 



them, 



in 

faith the 



Thefe verfes might fitly have been joined to the clofe of 
the foregoing chapter, as giving a further defcription of the 
dreadful defolation which the army of the Chaldeans fhould 
make in the land. It fhall ftrangely alter the property of 
death irfelf, and for the worfe too. 

1. Death fhall not now be, as it always ufed to be, the 
repofe of the dead. When Job makes his court to the grave, 
it is in hope of this, that there he jhall reft with kings and 
counfellors of the earth ; but now the afhes of the dead, even 
of kings and princes, fhall be difturbed, and their bones fcat- 
tered at the graves mouth, Pfal. cxli. 7. It was threatned in 
the clofe of the former chapter, that the flain fhould be un- 
buried ; that might be through neglect, and was not fo ftrange j 
but here we find the graves of thofe that were buried, in- 
duftrioufly and malicioufly opened by the victorious enemy ; 
who, either for covetoufnefs, in hopes to find treafure in the 
graves, or for fpite to the nation, and in a rage againft it, 
brought out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the princes. 
The dignity of their fepulchres could not fecure them, nay, 
did the more expofe them to be rifted but it was bafe and 
barbarous thus to trample upon royal duft. W e will hope 
the bones of good Jofiah were not difturbed, becaufe he 
pioufly protected the bones of the man of God, when he 
burnt the bories of the idolatrous priefts, z Kings xxiii. 18; 
The bones of the priefts and prophets too were digged up, 

and thrown about. Some think the falfe prophcts 7 and the 

1 • id*l 
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idol priefls, God put this mark of ignominy upon them : but 
if they were God's prophets and his priefts, it is what the 
Pfalmift complains of, as the fruit of the outrage of the ene- 
mies, P/fc/. Ixxix. i> Nay, thofe of the fpiteful Chaldeans, 
that could not reach to violate the fepulchres of princes and 
priefts, would rather play at fmall game than fit out ; and 
therefore pulled the bones of the ordinary inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem out of their graves. The barbarous nations were fome- 
times guilty of thefe abfurd and inhuman triumphs over thofe 
they had conquered, and God permitted it here, for a mark 
of his difpleafure againft the generation of bis wrath, and for 
terror to thofe that furvived. The bones being digged out of 
the graves, were fpread abroad upon the face of the earth in 
contempt, and to make the reproach the more fpreading and 
lajiing. They fpread them to be dried, that they might 
carry them about in triumph, or might make fuel of them, 
or make fome fuperftitious ufe of them. They fhall be fpread 
before the fun ; for they fhall not be afhamed openly to avow 
the fa6k at noon day : and before the moon, and Jlars, even 
all the bo ft of heaven, whom they have made idols of, ver. 2. 
From the mention of the fun, moon and flars, which fhould 
be the unconcerned fpe£tators of this tragedy, the prophet 
takes occafion to fhew how they had idolized them, and 
paid thofe refpe&s to them, which they fhould have paid to 
God only ; that it might be obferved how little they got 
by worihipping the creature, for the creatures they worfhip- 
ped, when they were in diftrefs, faw it, but regarded it not, 
nor gave them any relief ; but were rather pleafed to fee 
thofe abufed in being vilified, by whom they had been abufed 
in being deified. See how their refpetfs to their idols are 
inftaneed in and enumerated, to fhew how we ought to carry 
it towards our God. (1.) They loved them ; as amiable be- 
ings and bountiful benefactors they efteemed them, and de- 
lighted in them, and therefore did all that follows to them. 
(2.) They ferved them, did all they could in honour of them, 
and thought nothing too much they could do ; they con- 
formed to- all the laws of their fuperftition, without difputing. 
(3.) They walked after them, ftrove to imitate and refemble 
them, according to the characters and accounts of them they 
had received, which gave rife and countenance to much of 
the abominable wickednefs of the heathen. (4.) They fought 
them, confulted them as oracles, appealed to them as judges, 
implored their favour, and prayed to them as their bene- 
fadtors. (5.) They worjhipped them, gave them divine honour, 
as having a fovereign dominion over them. Before thefe 
lights of heaven, whom they had courted, fhall their dead 
bodies be caft, and left to putrefy, and to be as dung upon 
the face of the earth \ and the fun's fhining upon them will 
but make them the more noifome and offenfive. Whatever 
we make a god of but the true God only, it will Hand us 
in no flead on the other fide death and the grave, not for 
the body, much lefs for the foul. 

2. Death fhall now be what it never ufed to be, the choice 
of the living ; not becaufe there appears in it any thing de- 
lightfbme : on the contrary, death never appeared in more 
horrid frightful fhapes than now, when they cannot promife 
themfelves either a comfortable death, or a human burial 3 
and yet every thing in this world fhall become fo irkfome, 
and all the profpedts fo black and difmal, that death /hall 
be chofen 7'ather than life, ver. 3. not in a believing hope of 
happinefs in the other life, but in an utter defpair of any 
eafe in this life. The nation is now reduced to a family, fo 
fmall is the refidue of thofe that remain in it ; and ic is an 
evil family, ftill as bad as ever, their hearts unhumbled, and 
their lufts unmortified : thefe remain alive, and that is ail, 
in the many places whither they were driven by the judgments 
of God ; fome prifoners in the country of their enemies, 
others beggars in their neighbours country, and others fugitives 
and vagabonds there and in their own country. And. though 
thofe that died, died very miferably, yet thofe that furvived, 
and were thus driven out, fhould live yet more miferably ; 
fo that they fhould chufe death rather than life, and wifh a 
thoufand times they had fallen with them that fell by the 
fword. Let this cure us of the inordinate love of life, that 
the cafe may be fuch, that it may become a burden and 
terror, and we may be ftrongly tempted to chufe JlrangUng 
and death rather. 



4. $ Moreover 
faith the LOR D, 
fhall he 



thou 



(halt fay unto them, Thus 

fall and not arife ? 



Shall they 
and not return ? 



Why 



turn away, ana not return r 5 
is this people of Jerufalem flidden back, by a perpe- 
tual backfiiding ? they hold faft deceit, they refufe 
to return, 6. I hearkned and heard, but they' fpake 
not aright : no man repented him of his wickednefs, 
faying, What have I done ? every one turned to 
his courfe, as the horfe rufheth into the battle. 7. Yea, 
the ftork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times, 

mad Che turtle* and the crane, and the fwallow ob- 



but 



ferve the time of their coming, 
not the judgment of the LORD. 

We are wife* and the law 



my people kn 0 * 
o, irio\v 
of the LORD 



do 



fay, 

with us ? Lo, certainly in vain made he it, the 
of the fcribes is in vain. 9. The wife men 
afhamed, they are difmayed and taken ; Lo 
have reje£ted the word of the LORD, 
wifdom is in them ? 10. Therefore will I 



and 



are 

they 

their 

the 



give 

wives unto others, and their fields to them that 
inherit them : for every one from the leaft even unto 
greateft is given to covetoufnefs, from the prophet ev^ 
unto the prieft every one dealeth falfly. u m p 0r ^ 
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people flighciv 
faying, Peace, peace, when there is no peace. ' '* 

afhamed 



they 
nay, 
they 



they 
blufh 



1 2. VVe re 

when they had committed abomination? 
were not at all afhamed, neither 



could 



: therefore fhall they fall among them that 
fall, in the time of their vifitation 



down, faith the LOR D. 



they fhall be caft 



The prophet here is inftrucled to fet before this people the 
folly of their impenitency, which was it that brought this 
ruin upon them. They are here reprefented as the moft ft u „ 
pid fenfelefs people in the world, that would not be ;nade 
wife by all the methods that infinite wifdom took to brin^ 
them to themfelves and their right mind, and fo to 
the ruin that was coming upon them. 

not attend to the dz elates of reafon ; they 

the affairs of their fouls with the fame 
with which they adted in other things. 



prevent 



1. They would 
would not a£t in 
common prudence 



felves men 
fon might. 



1 become faints, if they would but fhew them- 
and religion would foon rule them, if right rea- 
Obferve it here 3 come, and let us reafon toge- 
ther, faith the Lord, ver. 4, 5. Shall ?nen fall, and %t 
arife P If men happen to fall to the ground, to fall into the 
dirt, will they not get up again as faft as they can ? They 
are not fuch fools as to lie /till when they are down. Shall 
a man turn afide out of the right way ? Yes, it is poffible 
the moll careful traveller mav inifs his wav : but then 



foon as he is 
he will with 
his miftake. 



aware of 
all fpeed, 
Thus men 



get 



knows 
this 



is 



may in Ms ft is way ; out tnen as 
it, will he ?iot return ? Yes certainly, 
and will thank him that fhewed him 
do in other things ; why then h 
this people of Jerufalem Jlidden back by a perpetual backjliclin*? 
Why do not they, when they are fallen into fin, haften to 
up again by repentance ? Why do not they, when they 
fee they have miffed their way, correcT: their error, and re- 
form ? No man in his wits will go on in a way, that ha 

will never bring him to his journey's end why then 
people flidden back by a perpetual backfiiding ? See the 
of fin, it is a backfiiding, it is going back from the 
way ; not only into a by-path, but into a contrary 
back from the way that leads to life, to that whicu 
utter deftruaion. And this backfiding, if almighty 
grace do not interpofe to prevent it, will be a perpetual b.ick- 

the iinner not only wanders endlejly, but proceeds 
end ways towards ruin. The fame fubtilty of the tempter that 

men to fin, holds them faft in it ; and they contri- 
to their own captivity, they hold fafl deceit. Sin is a 
great cheat, and they hold it fafl, they Jove it dearly, and 
refolve to ftick to it, and baffle all the methods God takes 
to part between them and their fins. The excufes they 
make for their fins are deceits, and fo are all their hopes of 

hold faft thefe, and will not be unde- 

There is 



nature 
right 
path ; 
leads to 



Hiding 



brings 
bute 



impunity, yet they 

ceived, and therefore they refufe to return. Note, There is 
fome deceit or other which thofe hold fafl that go on wilfully 
in finful ways ; fome lie in their right hand, by which they 



keep 

2. They would 
which 



way 

hold of their fins. 

not attend to the diclates of confaerMy 
is our reafon reflecting upon our fives and our own 
actions, ver. 6. Obferve, (r.) What expectations there v/ere 
from them, that they would bethink themfelves ; / hearhut 
and heard. The prophet liftned to fee what effeel: his preaching 
had upon them ; God himfelf liftned, as one that defires not the 
death of finners, that would have been glad to hear any thing 
that promifed repentance, that would certainly have heard \u tf 
there had been any thing faid of that tendency, and would foon 
have anfwered it with comfort, as he did David when he faid, 
/ zvill confefs, Pfal. xxxii. 5. God looks upon tnen, when they 
have done amifs. Job xxxiii. 27. to fee what they will do next* 
he hearkens and hears. (2.) How thefe expectations were Q«' 
appointed ; they fpake not aright, as I thought they would have 
done. They did not only not do right, but not fo much a* 
fpeak right 3 God could not get a good word from them, nothing 
on which to ground any favour to them, or hopes concerning 
them. There was none of them that /pake aright, none tM 
repented him of his wickednefs. Thofe that have finned, tUAj 

and then only, fpeak aright, when they fpeak of repenting} Jil 

x 
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Gbap 



VIII. 




E R E MIA H. 



Chap. VIII 




- ^ 

Job xxxix. 2 1 , &c. i& mocketh at fear, and 
Thus the daring finner laughs at the threat- 



• * fad when thofe that have made fo much work for repen- 
lt e do not fay a word of repenting. God did not only not 
ff d any repenting of the national wickednefs, and fo helping 
empty the meafure of publick guilt ; but none repented of 
*hat particular wickednefs, which he knew himfelf guilty of. 
/ ) They did not fo much as take the firft ftep towards repen- 
ances they did not fo much as fay, What have I done ? There 
was no motion towards it, not the leaft fign or token of it. 
Note, True repentance begins in a ferious and impartial enquiry 
into ourfelves, what we have done? arifing from a conviclion, 
that we have done amifs. (2.) They were fo far from re- 
anting of their fins, that they .went on refolutely in their fins ; 
\very one turned to his courfe* his. wicked courfe, that courfe 
of fin which he had chofen, and accuftomed himfelf to, as the 
hrfe rujheih into the battle* eager upon a£tion, and fcorning 
to be curbed. How the horfe rufheth into the battle, is ele- 
jegantly defcribed. 
15° not affrighted. 

jiings of the word as bugbears, and runs violently upon the in- 
flruments of death and flaughter, and nothing will be rejlrained 
from him. 

3, They would not attend to the diclates of providence^ nor 
underftand the voice of God in them, ver. 7. (1.) It is an inftance 
of their fottifhnefs, that though they are God's people, and there- 
fore fhould readily underftand his mind upon every intimation of 
jt ? yet they know 7iot the judgment of the Lord^ they apprehend 
not the meaning either of a mercy or of an affliction, not how 
to accommodate themfelves to either, or anfwer God's intention 
in either. They know not how to improve the feafons of grace 
that God affords them, when he fends them his prophets 5 nor 
how to make ufe of the rebukes they are under, when his voice 
cries in the city. They difcern hot the figns of the times* Matth. 
xvi. 3. nor are aware how God is dealing with them. They know 
not that tvay of duty* which God had prefcribed them, though 
it be written both in their hearts and in their books. (2.) It is 
an aggravation of their fottijlmefs* that there is fo much fagacity 
in the inferior creatures. "The jlork in the heaven knows her ap- 
pointed times of coming and continuing ; fo do other feafon- 

■ birds, the turtle* the crane* and the fwallotv ; thefe by a natural 
inftincl change their quarters, as the temper of the air alters ; 
they come when the fpring comes, and are gone we know not 
whither when the winter approacheth * probably into warmer 
climates, as fome birds come with winter, and are gone when 
that is over. 

4. They would not attend to the dictates of the written word. 
They fay, we are wife* but how can they fay fo ? With what face 
can they pretend to any thing of wifdom, when they do not 
underftand themfelves fo well as the brute creatures ? Why, truly 
they think they are wife, becaufe the law of the Lord is with them* 
the book of the law and the interpreters of it * and their neigh- 

■ bours, for the fame reafon conclude they are wife* Deut. iv. 6. 
But their pretenfions are groundlefs for all this, Lo* certainly in 

• vain made he it 5 fure never any people had bibles to fo little purpofe 

; as they have. They had as good have been without the law, 
unlefs they had made a better ufe of it. God has indeed made 
it able to make men wife to falvation, but as to them it is 

; made fo in vain* for they are never the wifer for it ; the pen of 
the fcribes, of thofe that firft wrote the law, and of thofe that 
now write expofitions of it, they are in vain. 
of their God, and the labour of their fcribes is. loft upon. them; 
they receive the grace of God therein in vain. Note, There are 
many that enjoy abundance of .the means of grace, that have 
great plenty of bibles and minifters, but they have therrwVz vain ; 
they do not anfwer the end of their having them. But it might 
he faid, they have fome wife men among them, to whom the. 
law and the pen of the fcribes is not in vain : To this it is ' an- 
gered, ver. 9. The'zvife ?nen are ajha?ned* i. e. they have reafon 
to be fo, that they have not made a better ufe of their wifdom, 
and lived more up to it * They are confounded and taken * all their 

; Wl flom has not ferved to keep them from thofe courfes that tend 
to their ruin : They are taken in the fame fnares, that others, of 

. their neighbours, who have not pretended to fo much wifdom, 
are taken in, and filled with the fame confufion. Thofe that -have 
njore knowledge than others, and yet do no better than others for 
their own fouls, have reafon to be afiamed. They talk of 
their wifdom, but, Lo* they have rejected the word of the Lord * 
they would not be governed by it, would not follow the conduct 
1 Jt > would not do what they knew, and then what wifdom is 
www? None to any purpofe; none that would be found to 

their praife at the great day, how much foever it is found to their 
pride now. 

1 he pretenders to wifdom, that faid, we are wife* and the law 
ot the Lord is with us, were the prie/fs and the falfe prophets** 
with them the prophet here deals plainly. 

(w He threatens the judgments of God againft them. . Their 
wuhes andeftates fhall be ruined, ver. 10. Their wives fiali be 
to others* when they are taken captives, and their fields 
k a11 be taken from them by the victorious enemy, and fhall 
c e S lve ^ to thofe that Jhall inherit them ; not only ftrip them for 

flee, but take pofleffion of them as their own, and .acquire a 
No. bci. 



Both the favour 



•property in them, which they fhall tranfmit v "to their pofterity 
And,'z*r. 12. notwithftanding all their pretenfions to wifdom and 



fan&ity, they fall among them that fall ; for if the blind lead 
the blind* both fhall fall together into the ditch, In the "time 
of their viftation* when the wickednefs of the land comes to 
be enquired into, it will be found that they have contributed to 
it more than any, and therefore they fhall be fure to be cafi 
down* and caft out. ...« «' 

(2.) He gives a reafon for thefe judgments, ver. 10, 11, i 2# 
even the fame account of their badnefs, which we meet with 
before, chap. vi. 13, 14, 15. where it was opened at large. 
(1.) They were greedy of the wealth of this world * which is 
bad enough in any, but worft in prophets and priejls* who fhould 
be beft acquainted with another world, and therefore fhould 
be moft dead to this. But thefe from the leaft 
eft were given to ccveioufnefs $ 
the prophets divine for ?noney* 
no confeience of fpeaking truth, 
and prophets * Every one deals 
another. There is no fuch 



to the great- 
The priefls teach for hire* and 
Mic. iii. 11. (2.) They made 
no not when they Tpake as priefts 
fatfyi looks one way and rows 
is no lucii thing as fincerity among them. 
(3.) They Battered people in their fins, and fo flattered them 
into deftru&ion. They pretended to be the phyficians of the 

edies 



ftate, but knew not how to apply proper remedies to its grow- 
ing maladies •* they healed them Jlightly* killed the patient with 
palliative cures; filencing their fears and complaints with peace* 
peace* all is well, and there is no danger, when the God of 
heaven was proceeding in his controverfy with them, fo that 
there could be no peace to them. (4.) When it was made to 
appear how bafely they prevaricated, they were not at all afhamed 
of it, but rather gloried in it a ver. 12. They coidd not bhtjh* fo per- 
fectly loft were they to all fenfe of virtue and honour ; wh 



en 



they were convi&ed of the grofieft forgeries, they would juftify 
what they had done, and laugh at thofe whom they had impofed 
upon. Such as thefe were ripe for ruin. 



came 



13. ^ I will furely confume them, faith the LORD ; 
there fkall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig- 
tree, and the leaf fhall fade, and the things that I have 
given them fhall pafs away from them. 14. Why do 
we fit ftiil ? affemble yourfelves, and let us enter into 
the defenced cities, and let us be filent there : for the 
LORD our God hath put us to filence, and given us 
water of gall to drink, becaufe we have finned againft 
the LORD. 15. We looked for peace, but no good 

: and for a time of health, and behold trouble. 
1 6. The fnorting of his horfes was heard from Dan : 
the whole land trembled at the found of the neighing 
of his ftrong ones, for they are come and have de- 
voured the land, and all that is in it, the city, and 
thofe that dwell therein. 17. For behold, I will fend 
ferpents, cockatrices among you, which 'will not be 
charmed, and they fhall bite you, faith the LORD. 
18. ^ When I would comfort my felf againft forrow, 
my heart is faint in me. 19. Behold, the. voice of the 
cry of the daughter of my people, becaufe of them 
that dwell in a far country. : Is not the LORD in 
Zlovi'i is not her king in her? why have they provo- 
ked me to anger with their graven images, and with 
ftrange vanities ? 20. The harveft is paft, the fum- 
mer is. ended, and we are not faved. 21. For the 
hurt of the daughter of my people, am I hurt, I am 
black : aflonifhment hath taken hold on me. 22. Is 

■ 

there no balm in Gilead ? is there no phyfician there ? 
why then is not the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered ? 



In thefe verfes we have, 

1. God ihreaining the deftrudtion of a finful people. He hath 
born long with them, but they are flill more and more provo- 
king, and therefore now their ruin is refolved on, / will furely 
confume than* ver. 13. confuming I will con feme them* not only 
furely . but utterly confume them ; will follow them with one 
judgment after another, till they are quite con fumed ; it is a 
confumption determined* Ifa. x. 23. 

. \\.) .They fhall be quite ftrippedjof all their comforts, ver. 13. 
There JJjall be no grapes on the vine. Some underftand it as fpeak- 
ing /their fin * God came looking for grapes from this vineyard, 
feeking fruit upon this fig-tree, but he found none* as Ifa. y. 2. 
Luke xiii. 6. nay, they had not fo much as leaves* Mat. 
xxi. . 1.9. But it is rather to be underftood of God's judgments 
upon them * and may be meant literally* the enemy fhall feize 
the fruits of the earth, fhall pluck the grapes and figs for them- 
felves, and beat down the very leaves with them : Or rather 
figuratively* they fhall be deprived of all their comforts, and 

22 E flwll 




Chap. VIII. 



Chap. Vjij 




left them wherewith to make glad their hearts 



{hall have nothing _ 

It is expounded in the laft claufe, The things that I have given 
them Jhall pafs away from them. Note, God's gifts are upon 
condition, and revocable upon non-performance of the condition. 
Mercies abufed are forfeited, and it is juft with God to take the for- 
feiture. 

(z.) They fhall be fet upon by all manner of grievances, 
and furrounded with calamities, ver. 1 7 / «>/// fendferpents among 
you, the Childean army, fiery ferpents, flying ferpents, cocka- 
trices, thefe fhall bite them with their venomous teeth, give them 
wounds that fhall be mortal ; and they fhall not be charmed, 
as fome ferpents ufed to be, with mufick. Thefe are ferpents 
of another nature, that are not fo wrought upon ; or they are 
as the deaf adder, that flops her ear, and will not hear the voice of 
the charmer. The enemies are fo intent upon making flaughter, 
that it will be to no purpofe to fpeak them fair, or offer any 



thing to pacify 
better 



them. 



temper, 



them, 
No 



or mollify them, 

with God, therefore 



peace 



or bring them to a 

with 



none 



2. The people finking into defpair under the preflure of thofe 
calamities : They that were void of fear when, the trouble 
was at a diftance, and fet it at defiance, are void of hope now 
it breaks in upon them ; and have no heart, either to make 
head againft it, or to bear up under it, ver. 14- They cannot 
think themfelves fafe in the open villages; Why do we fit fill 
here ? Let us ajfemble, and go in a body into the defcnced cities: 
Though they could expea no other, but to be furely cut off 
there at laft, yet not fo foon as in the country, and therefore let 
us go and he ftlent there ; let us attempt nothing, nor fo much 
as make a complaint, for to what purpofe ? It is not zfuhnijfive, 
but a fallen filence that they here condemn themfelves to. 1 hofe 
that are moft jovial in their profperity, commonly defpopd moft, 
and are moft melancholy in trouble. 

Now obferve what it is that finks them. 

1. They are fenfible that God is angry with them. Tlie Lord 
cur God has put us to filence, hath ftruck us with aftonifhment, 
and given us zvater of gall to drink, which is both bitter and 
ftupifying or intoxicating: Pfal. Ix. 3. TJmi baft made us to 
drink the wine of ajlonilhment. We had better fit fill, than rife 
up and fall ; better fay nothing, than fay nothing to the purpofe. 
To what purpofe is it to contend with our fate, when God 
himfelf is become our enemy, and fights againft us ? Becaufe 
we have finned agaixfl the Lord, therefore we are brought to this 
plunge. This may betaken as the language, (1.) Of their in- 
dignation : They feem to quarrel with God, as if he had dealt 
hardly with them, in putting them to filence, not permitting 
them to fpeak for themfelves, and then telling them,^ it was be- 
caufe they had finned againft him. Thus mens foolifhnefs per- 
verts their way, and then their hearts fret againft the Lord* Or 
rather, (2.) Of their conviclions : At length they begin to fee 

the hand of God lifted up againft them, and ftretched out in 

and to 



Note, 



the calamities, under which they are now groaning, 
own that they have provoked him to contend with them. 
Sooner or later God will bring the moft obftinate to acknowledge 
both his providence and his juftice, in all the troubles they are 
brought into ; to fee and fay, both that it is his hand, and that 
he is righteous. 

They are fenfible that the enemy is likely to be too 
for them, ver. 16- They are foon apprehenfive, that it 



head 



againft fuch a mighty force ; 
difpirited', and when the cou- 
numbers will ftand them 



in 



2. 
hard 

is to no purpofe to make 
they and their people are quite 
rage of a nation is gone, their 
little ftead. The fnorting of the horfes was heard from Dan, 
i. e. the report of the formidable ftrength of their cavalry was 
foon carried all the nation over, and every body trembled at the 
found of the neighing of his feeds', for they are come, and there 
is no oppofing them ; they have devoured the land, and all that 

the citv ; both town and country is laid wafte before 



is tn 



them, not only the wealth, but the inhabitants of both, thofe 
that dwell therein. Note, When God appears againft us, every 
thing elfe that is againft us appears very formidable, whereas if 
he be for us, every thing appears very defpicable, Rom. viii. 31. 

3. They are difappointed in their expectations of deliverance 
out of their troubles, as well as when their troubles came they 
were a furprize to them ; and this double difappointment very 
much aggravated their calamity. (1.) The trouble came when 
they little expecled it ; ver. 1 5 . We looked for peace, the con- 
ti nuance of our peace, but 710 good cajne, no good news from 
abroad 5 we looked for a ti?ne of health and 

but behold trouble, the alarms of war, 



profperity to our 
for as it follows, 
horfes was heara\from Dan. 

to them, which 



nation, 

ver. 16. the noife of the enemies 
Their falfe prophets had cried peace, peace, 
made it the more terrible, when the fcene of war opened on 
a fudden. This complaint will occur again, chap. xiv. 19. 
(2.) The deliverance did not come, when they had long expected 
it, ver. 20. The harvefl is paf, the fummer is ended, i. e. there 
is a great deal of time gone. Harveft and fummer are parts 
of the year, and when they are gone, the year draws towards 
a conclufion ; fo the meaning is : One year pafleth after another, 

one campaign after another, and yet our affairs are in as ill a 



pofture as ever they were ; no relief comes, nor i s an 
done towards it; We are not faved. Nay, there i s ? * 
deal of opportunity loft, the feafon of a&ion is over l- C2t 
the fummer and harveft axe, gone, and a cold and mel ptj 
winter fucceeds. Note, The falvation of God's churT* 0 '' 
people oftentimes goes on very flowly, and God ke ^ 
people long in the expectation of it, for wife and ho]^ ^ 
Nay, they ftand in their own light, and put a bar / ^ 
own door,, and are not faved, becaufe they are not re^ • 
falvation. ad J' for 

4. They are deceived in thofe things that were their 
dence, and which they thought would have fecured thci 
to them, ver. 19. The daughter of my people cries, cries * 
becaufe of them that dwell in a far country, becaufe of the f - 
enemy that invades them, that comes from a far count ^ 
take pofleffion of ours ; this occafions the cry : and Ju 10 
the cry ? it is this ; Is ?zot the Lord in Zion P Is " 
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images 



nay, 



cne cry r it is tins ; Is not the JLord in 'Lion ¥ Is not her hi • 
her ? Thefe were the two things that they had all alono- u*? * 
up themfelves with, and depended upon/ (1.) That thevT* 1 
among them the temple of God, and the tokens of his k '\ 
prefence with them: the common cant was, Is not the 1 
in Zion ? what danger then need we fear ? And they held 
this when the trouble was breaking in upon them, furely 
fhall do well enough, for have we not God among us ? But wh^ 
it grew to an extremity, it was an aggravation of their ri\{T 
that they had thus flattered themfelves. (2.) That they had t? 
throne of the houfe of David: as they had a temple, fo fa* 
had a monarchy jure divino ; Is not Zion's king in her ? \l 
will not Zion's God protect Zion's king and his kingdom? 
Surely he will 5 but why does he not ? What (fay they) ha-h 
Zion neither a God nor a king to ftand by her, and help her 
that fhe is thus run down, and likely to be ruined ? This 01/ 
cry of theirs reflects upon God, as if his power and promife were 
broken or weakened ; and therefore he returns an anfwer to it 

1 lately, Why have they provoked ?jie to anger with their graven 
? They quarrel with God, as if he had dealt unkindly 
by them in forfaking them, whereas they by their idolatry had 
driven him from them ; they have withdrawn from their allegi- 
ance to him, and fo have thrown themfelves out of his protection. 
They fret themfelves, and curfe their king and their God> lh. 
viii. 21. when it is their own fin that feparates between them an} 
God, Ifa. lix. 1 . they feared not the Lord, and then . what can a 
king do for them ? Hof. x. 3. 

3. We have here the prophet himfelf bewailing the calamity 
and ruin of his people; for there were more of the lamenta- 
tions of Jeremiah, than thofe we find in the book that bears that 
title. Obferve here, 

1 . How great his griefs were. He was an eye-witnefs of the 
defolations of his country, and favj thofe things which by the 
Spirit of prophecy he had forefeen. In the forefight, much more 
in the fight of them, he cries out, My heart is faint in ?nc, I 
fink, I die away at the confideration of it, ver. 1 8, When I would 
comfort my felf againfl my forrow, I do but labour in vain , 
every attempt to alleviate the grief, doth but a^ravate it. 
It is our wifdom and duty, under mournful events, to do v/hat 
we canto comfort ourfelves againfl our forrow, by fuggeftingto 
our felves fuch confiderations, as are proper to allay the grief, 
and balance the grievance. But fometimes the forrow is fuch, 
that the more it is reprefied, the more ftrongJy it recoils. It 
may fometimes be the cafe of very good men, as of the prophet 
here, whofe foul refufed to be comforted, and fainted at the 
cordial, Pfal. lxxvii. z, 3. He tells, ver. 21. what was the 
matter ; it is for the hurt of the daughter of my people, that / am 
thus hurt ; it is for their fin, and the miferies they have brought 
upon themfelves by it ; it is for this that / am black, that I look 
black, that I go in black as mourners do, and that qftonijhmmi 
hath taken hold on me, fo that I know not what to do, nor 
which way to turn. Note, The miferies of our country ought 
to be very much the grief of our fouls. A gracious fpirit will bs 
a publick fpirit, a tender fpirit, a mourning fpirit. It becomes 
us to lament the miferies of our fellow-creatures, much more to 
lay to heart the calamities of our country, and efpecially of the 
church of God, to grieve for the affliaion of Jofeph. Jeremiah 
had prophefied the deftrucftion of Jerufalem, and tho' the truth 
of his prophecy was queftioned, yet he did not rejoice in the proof 
of the truth of it, by the accomplishment of it, preferring the 
welfare of his country before his own reputation: if Jerufalem 
had repented and been fpared, he would have been far from 
fretting as Jonah did. Jeremiah had many enemies in Judah 
and Jerufalem, that hated, and reproached, and perfecuted him; 
and in the judgments brought upon them, God reckoned with 
them for it, and pleaded hfs prophet's caufe ; yet he was far 
from rejoicing in it, fo truly did he forgive his enemies, and 
defire that God would forgive them. 

2. How fmall his hopes were, ver. 22. Is there no hahn />* 
Gilead ? No medicine proper for a fick and dying kingdom ? 
Is there no phyfician there? No skilful, faithful hand to applf 
the medicine ? He looks upon the cafe to be deplorable,, and pa^ 
relief. There is no balm in Gilead, that can cure the difeafe of 

fin 5 no phyfician there, that can reftore the health of a naP ott 
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Chap. IX, 




• over-run by fuch a foreign army as that of the Chaldeans. 
'The defolations made are irreparable, and the difeafe is preferitly 



The 
come 



to fuch a height, that there is no checking it. Or, this 
con J e m „ v he underftood, as laying all the blame of the incura- 



If anfwered affirmatively - 9 Is there no balm in Gilead? No phy- 
r' n there ? Yes, certainly there is, God is able to help and 
\\ them, there is a fufficiency in him to redrefs all their gric- 
, res Gilead was a place in their own land, not far off ; they 
Td among themfelves God's law and his prophets, with the help j 
f which they might have been brought to repentance, and 1 
°, . ru j n might have been prevented ; they had princes and 
' fts whofe bufinefs it was to reform the nation, and redrefs 
*heir grievances. What could have been done more than has 
. done for their recovery ? Why then is not their health re- 
stored ? Certainly it was not long of God, but of themfelves; 
jt was not for want of balm and a phyfician, but becaufe they 
would not admit the application, nor fubmit to the methods of 
cure. Thephyfician and phyfick were both ready, but the patient 
W2S w ilful and irregular, would not be tied to rules, but muft 
be humoured. Note, If finners die of their wounds, their blood 
is upon their own heads. The blood of Chrift is balm in Gilead, 
his Spirit is the phyfician there, both fufficient, all-fufficient, fo that 
they might have been healed, bat would not. 



CHAP. IX. 



It.. 



jn this chapter the prophet goes on faithfully to reprove Jin, and 
to threaten God's judgments for it, and yet bitterly to lament 
both, as one that neither rejoiced at iniquity, nor was glad at 
calamities. (I.) He here expreffeth his great grief for the mi- 
series of fudah and ferufale?n, and his deteflation of their fins, 
which brought thofe miferies upon them, ver. I — n. (2.) He 
jupfies God in the greatnefs of the deflruftion brought upon 
them, ver. 9, 12 — 16. (3.) He calls upon others to bewail the 
woful cafe of fudah and Jerufalem, ver. 17 — 22. (4.) He 
jheivs them the folly and vanity of trufling in their own flrength or 
wifdom, or the privileges of their circumcifion^ or any thing but 
God only, ver. 23 — 26. 
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H that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 

flain of the daughter of 



night for the 



my people. 



> 



2. Oh, that I had in the wildemefs a lodging-place of 
wayfaring men, that I might leave my people, 
from them : 



and 



treacherous men. 



for they be all adulterers, an aflembly of 

3. And they bend their tongues 
lib their bow for lies : but they are not valiant for 
the truth upon the earth ; for they proceed from evil 
to evil, and they know not me, faith the LORD. 
4. Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and truft 

brother : for 



ye not 

fupplant, 
ders. 



every brother will utterly 
neighbour will walk with flan- 



bour, 
their 



in any 

and every w 
5. And they will deceive every one his neigh- 
and will not fpeak the truth 



they have taught 
tongue to fpeak lies, and weary themfelves to 

6. Thine habitation is in the midft 



1* 1 



commit iniquity 
of deceit, 

faith 



through deceit they refufe to know me, 
the LORD. 7. Therefore thus faith the LORD 



for 



of hofts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them _ 
how lhall I do for the daughter of my people ? 8. Their 



deceit 



I: 
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.1 



tongue is as an arrow Ihot out, it fpeaketh 
one fpeaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, 
hut in heart he layeth his wait. 9. ^ Shall I not vific 
them for thefe thinvs ? faith the LORD: fhall 



my foul 
the 



things 

be avenged on fuch a nation as this ? 
mountains will I take 



10. 



not 
For 



1 

V 



up a weeping and wailing, 
jtod for the habitations of the wildernefs a lamentation, 
becaufe they are burnt up, fo that none can pafs 
through the?n, neither can men hear the voice of the 

c 0 a ttle, both the fowl of the 

fled, 

^aps, and a den of dragons, and I 
tes of Judah defolate, without an inhabitant. 



they 



are 



gone, 



1 1 



voice 

heavens and the beaft are 
And I will make Jerufalem 

will make the ci- 



The prophet being commiffioned both to foretel the deftruc- 
"on coming upon Judah and Jerufalem, and to point out the fin 
lQ r which that deftrudtion was brought upon them, here, as elfe- 
w tere, fpeaks of both very feelingly - ; what he faid of both came 



from the heart, and therefore one would have thought it fhould 
have reached id the heart. 

1. He abandons himfelf to forrow, in confideration of the ca- 
lamitous condition of his people, which he fadly laments, as one 
that preferred Jerufalem before his chief joy, and her grievances 
before his chief forrows. 

(1.) He laments the {laughter of the perfons s the blood-fhed, 
and the lives loft, ver. 1. O that my head were waters, quite 
melted and diflblved with grief, that fo mine eyes might be 
fountains of tears, weeping abundance, continually, and without 
intermiffion, ftill fending forth frefh floods of tears, as there ftili 
occur frefh occafions for them ! The fame word in Hebrew 
fignifies both the eye, and a fountain, as if in this land of forrows 
our eyes were defigned rather for weeping than feeing. Jeremiah 
wept much, and yet wiihed he could weep more, that he might 
affeft a ftupid people, and roufe them to a due fenfe of the hand 
of God gone out againft them. Note, It becomes us while we 
are here in this vale of tears, to conform to the temper of the 
climate, and to fow in tears, Blejfed are they that mourn, for 
they Jhall be comforted hereafter, but Jet them expecT: that while 
they are here, the clouds will fill return after the rain. While 
we find our hearts fuch fountains of fin, it is fit -our eyes fhould 
be fountains of tears. But Jeremiah's grief here is upon the pub- 
lick account : he would weep day ajid night* not fo much for 
the death of his own near relations, but for the Jlain of the 
daughter of his people, the multitudes of his countrymen that 
fell by the fword of war. Note, When we hear of the num- 
bers of the fain in great battles and fieges, we ought to be much 
affe£ted with it, and not to make a light matter of it ; yea, tho' 
they be not of the daughter of our people, for whatever people 
they are of, they are of the fame human nature with us 5 and 
there is fo many precious lives loft, as dear to them as ours to us, 
and fo many precious fouls gone into eternity. 

2. He laments the defolations of the country. This he brings 
in, wr, 10. (for paffionate mourners do not ufe to be very me- 
thodical in their difcourfes) not only for the towns and cities, 
but for the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, not 

barren mountains, but the fruitful hiils with which Judea a- 
bounded : and for the habitations of the wildernefs, or rather 
the paflures of the plain, that ufed to be clothed with flocks, 
or covered over with corn, and a goodly fight it was : but now 
they are burnt up by the Chaldean army, which, according to 
the cufiom of war, deftroyed the forage, and carried ofr all 
the cattle ; fo that none dares to pafs through them, for fear of 
meeting with fome parties of the enemy \ none cares to pafs 
through them, every thing looks fo melancholy and frightful : 
none have any bufinefs to pafs through them, for they hear not 
the voice of the cattle there as ufual, the bleating of the ftieep, 
and the lov/ing of the oxen, that grateful mufick to the 
owners: nay, both the fowl of the heavens, and the beafls are 
fled, either frightned away by the rude noifes and terrible fires 
which the enemies make, or forced away becaufe there is no 
fubfiftence for them. Note, God has many ways of turning a 
fruitful land into barrennefs for the wickednefs of them that dwell 
therein. And the havock war makes in a country, cannot but 
be for a lamentation to all tender fpirits, for it is a tragedy 
which deftroys the ftage it is acted on. ~ 

2. He abandons himfelf to Jbliiude in confideration of the fcan* 
dalous character and carriage of his people. Tho' he dwells la 
Judah where God is known, in Salem where his tabernacle is, 
yet he is ready to cry out, Wo is me that I fojourn in Mefech, 
Pfal. cxx. 5. while all his neighbours are fleeing to the defenced 
cities, and Jerufalem efpecially, in dread of the enemies r2ge, 
chap. iv. 5, 6. he is contriving to retire into fome defert, in 
deteftation of his peoples fin, ver. 2. O that I had in the wil- 
dernefs a lodging-place of way-faring men, fuch a lonely cottage 
to dwell in as they have in the deferts of Arabia, which are 
uninhabited, for travellers to repofe themfelves in, that I may 
leave my people and go from them! Not only becaufe of the ill 
ufage they gave him, he would rather venture himfelf among the 
wild beafts of the defert, than among fuch treacherous barbarous 
people 5 but rather becaufe his right ezus Jh:l was vexed from day 
to day, as Lot's was in Sodom, with the wickednefs of their cox- 
rfation, 2 Pet. ii. 7, S. This doth not fpeak any intention 
or refolution he had thus to retire ; God had cut him cue 
work among them, which he muft not quit for his own eafe ; 
we muft not go cut of the world, as bad as it is, before our time : 
if he could not reform them, he could bear a teftimony againft 
them ; if he could not do good to many, yet he might to fome ; 
but it fpeaks a temptation he was in to leave them, and a 
threatning that they fhould be deprived of his miniftry, and 
efpecially the holy indignation he had againft their abominable 
wickednefs, not\vithftanding all the pains he had taken with 
them to reclaim them. It made him even weary of his life 
fee them diftionourin^: God as they did, and deftrovin^ 



to 

themfelves. 
to put his 



Time was, when the place which God had chofen 

there, was the defire and delight of eccd 



name 



men 5 David in a wildernefs longed to be again in the co-rrs 
of God's houfe; but now Jeremiah, in the courts of G-xT> 



houfe (for there he was when he faid 



this) 



w:lhe:h hir:** 
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in a wildernefs. , Thofe have made themfelves very miferable 
that have made God's, people and minifters weary of them, 
and willing to get from them. 

Now to juftify his willirignefs to leave them, he (hews^ 
i. What he himfelf had obferved among them. He would 
not think of leaving them becaufe they were poor, and in di- 
ftrefs, but becaufe they were zuickcd. 

(i.) They were filthy, they be all adulterers, i. e. the gene- 
rality of them, chap. v. 8. They all either pra£Kfed this fin, 
or connived at thofe that did. Lewdnefs and uncleannefs was 
that crying fin of Sodom, at which righteous Lot was vexed in 
fbid, and it is a fin that renders men loathfome in the eyes of 
God and all good men ; it makes men an abomination. 

(2.) They were falfe. This is the fin that is molt inlarged 



thetnfel 



upon here ; they 
fo to one another, and it was 
well as their fin, for even thofe 
be cheated, ( 1 .) Go 



exercifes of religion, 
commerce, either to 



that had been unfaithful to their God, were 

a part of their punifhment, as 
that love to cheat 9 yet hate to 

either for the 



into their folcmn meetings, 
or the adminiftration of juftice, or for 
church, court, or exchange, and they 
are an affenibly of treacherous men, they are fo by confent, they 
ftrengthen one another's hands in doing any thing that is perfi- 
dious. There they will cheat deliberately and inditfirioufly, with 
defign, with a malicious defign, for they bend their tongues like 
their bozv for lies, with a great deal of craft : their tongues 
are fitted for lying, as a bow that is bent is for (hooting and 
are as conftantly ufed for that purpofe. Their tongue turns 
as naturally to a lie, as the bow to the firing. But they are 
7iot valiant for the truth upon the earth. Their tongues are like 
a bow flrung, with which they might do good fervice, if they 
would ufe that art and refolution which they are fo much 
mafters of in the caufe of truth ; but they will not do fo. 
They appear not in defence of the truths of God, which were 
delivered to them by the prophets ; but even thofe that could 
not deny them to be truths, yet were content to fee them run 
dozvn. In the adminiftration of juftice they have not courage to 
Hand by .an honeft caufe, that has truth on its fide, if greatnefs 
and power be on the other fide. Thofe that will be faithful to 
the truth, muft be valiant for it, and not be daunted by the op- 
pofition given to it, nor fear the face of man. They are not 
valiant for the truth in the land, the land which has truth for 
the glory of it. Truth is fallen in the land, and they dare 
not lend a hand to help it up, Ifa. lix. 14, 15. We muft an- 
fwer another day not only for our enmity in oppofing truth, 
but our cowardife in defending it. (2.) Go into their families, 
and you will find they will cheat their own brethren, every brother 
ivill utterly fupplant, they will trip up one another's heels if 

they lye at catch to feek all advantages againft 



for 



they can, 

thofe they hope to make a hand of. 
fupplanting* it is the word 



Jacob had his name from 
here ufed, they followed him in his 
but not in his true character, without guile. So very 

that you cannot trufl in a brother, but muft 



name, 

falfe are they, that you cannot trujl in a brother, 
ftand as much upon your guard as if you were dealing with a 
ft ranger, with a Canaanite that has balances of deceit in his 
hand. Things are come to an ill pafs indeed, when a man can- 
not put confidence in his own brother. (3.) 
and obferve both their commerce and their 



Go into company* 
converfation, and 
or common ho- 
The beft ad- 



you will find there is nothing of fincerity, 
nefty among them, non hofpes ab hofpite tutus. 
vice a wife man can give you is, to take heeed every one of his 
neighbour, nay, of his friend, fo fome read it, of him whom 
he has befriended, and who pretends friendfhip to him. No 
man thinks himfelf bound either to be grateful, or to be fin- 
cere. Take them in their converfe, and every neighbour will 
walk with flander, they care not what ill they fay one of ano- 
ther, tho* never fo falfe ; that way that the flander goes they 
will go ; they will tvalk with it. They will walk about from 
houfe to houfe to, carrying /landers along with them, all the 
ill-natured ftories they can pick up or invent to make mifchief. 
Take them in their trading and bargaining, and they will deceive 
every one his neighbour, will fay any thing, tho' they know it 
to be falfe, for their own advantage. Nay, they will lie for 
lying fake, to keep their tongues in ufe to it, 
fpeak the truth, but will tell a deliberate lie, 
when they have done. 

And that which aggravates the fin of this falfe and lyin 
generation is, (1.) That they are ingenious to fin. They have 

their tongue to fpeak lies ; implying, that through the 
reluctancies of natural confeience, they found it difficult to 
bring themfelves to it. Their tongue would have fpoken 
truth, but they taught it to fpeak lies, and by degrees have 
made themfelves mafters of the art of lying, and have got 
fuch a habit of it, that ufe has made it a fecond nature- to 
them. They learned it when they were young, for the wicked 
are eflranged from the womb, fpeaking lies, PfaL Iviii. 3. 'and now 
they are grown dextrous at it. * (2.) That they are tnduflrious 
to fin. Tliey weary themfelves to commit iniquity : .they put a 
force upon their confeiences to bring themfelves to it, and tire 
out their convictions by offering them a continual violence ; 

and they take a great deal of pains till they have even fpent 



for they will not 

and laugh at it 

and 



taught 



Th 



wearied with their finful purfuits, and yet not weary of th ^ 
The fervice of fin is a perfect drudgery, men run themfc? m ' 
out of breath in it, and put themfelves to a great deal of * m 
to damn their own fouls. (3.) That they grow worfe and worf 
ver. 3. They proceed from evil to evil, from one fin toanoth^ 
from one degree of fin to another,. They began with Jeif* 
fins, nemo repent e fit turpijftmus, they began with equivocati^ 
and bantering, but at Jaft came to downright lying. And the* 
are now proceeding to greater fins yet, for they know not ^ 
faith the Lord. And where men have no knowledge of God *' 
no confideration of what they have known of him, what 
can be expe£ied from them ? Mens ignorance of God is ^ 



caufe of all their ill carriage one towards another. 



unformed 
determined 



him of 
againft 



2. The prophet fhews what God had 
their wickednefs, and what he had 
'** them. 

1. God had marked their fin. He could tell the prophet 
(and he fpeaks of it with compafEon) what fort of people thev 
were that he had to deal with. / know thy works and when 
thou dwellefl, Rev. ii. 13. So here, ver'. 6. Thine habitation h 
i?i the midfl of deceit, i. e. all about thee are addicted to it 
therefore ftand upon thy guard ; if all men are Hers, it con- 
cerns us to beware of men, and be wife • as ferpenis. Thev are 
deceitful men, therefore there is little hopes of thy doing an/good 
among them ; for make things never fo plain, they have fome 
trick or other wherewith to fham off their convictions. This 
charge is enlarged upon, ver m 8. Their tongue was a bow hnt 
ver. 3. plotting and preparing mifchief; here it is an arrow fool 
out, putting in execution what they had projected. It is as a 
flaying arrow, fo fome readings of the original have it; their 
tongue has been to many an inftrument of death; They fpeak 
peaceably to their ?teighbours, againft whom they are at the 
fame time lying i?z wait. As Joab kifled Abner when he was 
about to kill him; and Cain, that he might not be fufpecled 
of any ill defign, talked zvith his boother freely and familiarly. 
Note, Fair words, when they are not attended with good inten- 
tions, are defpicable, but when they are intended as a clokeand 
cover for wicked intentions, they are abominable. And while 
they did all this injury to one another, they put a great con- 
tempt upon God, not only they know ?iot me, but, ver. 6. through 
deceit,, through the delufions of the falfe prophets, they rtf<\jt 
to know me ; they are fo cheated into a good opinion of tta'r 
own ways, the ways of their own heart, that they defirc not the 
knowledge of God's ways. Or, they are fo wedded to this finful 
courfe they are in, and fo bewitched with that, and the gains of 
that, that they will by no means admit the knowledge of C:;\ 
becaufe that would be a check upon them in their fins. This is I 
the ruin of* finners, they might be taught the good knowledge 
of the Lord, and. they will not learn it. And where no know- 
ledge of God is, what good can be expected? Hofi iv. 1. 

z. He' had marked them for ruin, ver. 7, 9, n. Thofe that 
will not know God as their law-giver, fhall be made to know 
him as their judge. God determines here to , bring his judg- 
ments upon them, for the refining of fome," and the ruining of 
the reft. ' 

1. Some.fhall be refined,' ver. 7. becaufe they are thus corrupt, 
Behold, I will melt them, and try- therrii -will bring them into 
trouble, and fee what that will do to bring them to repentance. 
Whether the furnace of affliction will purify them from their 
drofs ? and whether when they, are melted they will be new 
caft in a better mould ? . He will make trial of leffer afflictions, 
before he brings upon them utter deftruclion, for he defires mi 
the death of finners. They fhali not be rejected as reprobate fi- 
ver, till the founder has ?nelted in vain, chap. vi. 29, 30. Fx 
bow Jhall 1 do for the daughter of ?ny people ? He fpeaks as one 
cpnfulting with himfelf what to do with them that might be 
for the beft 5 and as one that could not find .in his heart to caft 
them off, and give them up to ruin, till he had firft tried all 
means likely to bring them to repentance. . Or, how elje Jhslll 
do for them ? They are grown fo very corrupt, that there is no 
other way. with them but to put them into the, furnace \ what 
other courfe can I take with them ? Ifa. v. 4, 5 . It is the dand- 
ier of ?riy people, and. I muft do fomethmg to vindicate my own 
honour, which will be refle&ed upon if I connive at. their 
wickednefs ; I muft do fomething to reduce and reforrn them. 
A parent corre&s his own children becaufe they are his own. 
Note, When God afflicts his neoole. it is with a .gracious defign 
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to mollify and reduce them ; it is but when 
he knows it the beft method he can ufe. 

2. The reft fhall be ruined 5 ver. 9. Shall I not vifit ft 
thefe things ? Fraud and falfhood are fins which God hates, 
and 1 which he will reckon for ; Jhall not my foul be m 
on. fuch a nation as this, that is fo univeffally corrupt, 
by their impudence,, in fin, even dares and defies divine ven- 

? The fentence is pafled, the decree is gone 

\em heabs of rubbift, and hj lt 
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ver. ..ii. / will make Jemfc _ £ _ 

in fuch ruins that it fhall be fit for nothing but to 
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den of dragons. .And the cities of Judah fhall be a - v . 
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to do it : but why is the holy city made a heap ? 
anfwer is ready, becaufe it was become an unholy one. 



12. Who is the wife man that may underftand 
this, and who is be to whom the mouth of the LORD 

- * that he may declare it, for what the 



hath fpoken 

land perifheth, and is burnt up like a wiidernefs that 
pone paffeth through? 
gscaufe they have forfaken my law which I fet before 

and have not obeyed my voice, neither walk- 



13. And the LORD faith, 



them 



ed therein ; 14. But have "walked after the imagina- 
tion of their own heart, and after Baalim, which 
their fathers taught them : 15. Therefore thus faith 
the LORD of hofts, the God of Ifrael, Behold, I will 
feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and 
give them water of gall to drink. 16. I will fcatter 
them alfo among the heathen, whom neither they nor 
their fathers have known : and I will fend a fword af- 
ter them, till I have confumed them. 17. Thus 
faith the LORD of hofts, Confider ye, and call for 
the mourning- women, that they may come, and fend 
for cunning women y that they may come. 18. And let 
them make hafte, and take up a wailing for us, that 
our eyes may run down with tears, and our eye-lids 
gulh out with waters. 19. For a voice of wailing 
is heard out of Zion, How are we fpoiled ! we are 
greatly confounded, becaufe we have forfaken the 
land, becaufe our dwellings have caft us out. 20. Yet 
hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let 
your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach 
your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour 
lamentation. 21. For death is come up into our win- 
dows, and is entred into our palaces, to cut off the 
children from without, and the young men from the 
ftreets. 22. Speak, Thus faith the LORD, Even the 
carcafes of men fhall fall as dung upon the open field, 
and as the handful after the harveft-man, and none (hall 
o-ather them. 



Two things the prophet defigns in thefe verfes with refe- 
rence to the approaching deftruction of Judah and Jerufalem. 
(1.) To convince people of the jujlice of God in it, that they 
had by fin brought it upon themfelves, and that therefore 
they had no reafon to quarrel with God, who did them no 
wrong at all, but a great deal of reafon to fall out with 
their fins, which did them all this mi/chief. (2.) To affecl 
people with the greatnefs of the defolation that was coming, 
and the miferable effeas of it, that by a terrible profpedt of 
it they might be awakened to repentance and reformation, 
which was the only way to prevent it, or at lean; mitigate 
their own fhare in it. This being defigned, 

1. He calls for the thinking men, by them to fhew people 
the equity of God's proceedings, though they feemed harm 
and fcvere, ver. 12. TVho, where is the zuife man, or the pro- 
phet to whom the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken ? You boaft 
of your wifdom, and of the prophets you have among you, 
produce me any one that has but the free ufe of human 
reafon, or any acquaintance with divine revelation, and he 
will foon under/land this himfelf, and it will be fo clear to 
!»m that he will be ready to declare it to others, that there 
fcjajuft ground of God's controvert with this people. Do 
thefe tuife men enquire for what the 'land peri/Jjeth ? What is 
toe matter that fuch a change is ' made with this land ? It 
u(ed f° be a land that God cared for, and he had his eyes 
<pnzt for good, Dent. xi. 12. But it is now a land that 
has forfaken, and that his face is againft : it u fed to 
ptrijh as the garden of the Lord, and to be replenijhed with 
^habitants, but now it is burnt up like a wiidernefs, that 
pajfeth through it, much lefs cares to fettle in it. It 
Was fuppofed long ago that it would be asked when it came 
to this, Wherefore has the Lord done thus unto this land ? 
, v m ™? an s the heat of this great anger ? Deut. xxix. 24. 
,. wh, ch queflion God here gives a full anfwer, before 
™ch all flefh muft be filent. He produceth out of the 

record, r 

wl i ^ * n di& ment preferred and proved againft them, upon 
unn , they had beea found guilty, ver. 13, 14. It is charged 
mlfc m 9 and h cannot be denied > (*•) That they have 
LI n ? m their alIe S iance to their rightful J over eign : there- 
in rr* has f or f aken iMr lanc h and juftly, becaufe they 
f M*ken his law, which he had fo plainly, fo fully , fo 

not a i fi be f° re them > and had not obferved his orders, 
pointH u V ° ice > n ° r walked in the wa )' s that " e had ap- 

xt re their wickednefs began, in the omiffion of 
No, LXIL 



their 
But 



duty 
it did 



to 
not 



their God, 
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contempt of his authority, 
further charged upon them, 
(2.) That they have entred themfelves into the fervice of pre- 
tenders and ufurpers, have not only withdrawn themfelves 
from their obedience to their prince, but have taken up arms 
againft him. For, (1.) They have a£led according to the 
dictates of their oivn lufls, have fet up their own will, the 
wills of the flefh, and the carnal mind in competition with, 
and contradiction to, the will of God 5 they have walked 
after the i?nagination of their own heart ; they 
they pleafed, whatever God and confcience faid 

(2.) They have worshipped the creatures 



would do as 
to the con- 



trary 



fancy, the work of their own hands, 
tion received from their fathers, 
the word 



of their own 
to the tradi- 



is 



according 
They have walked after Baalim? 
plural, they had many Baals, Baal-peor, and 
Baal-berith, the Baal of this place, and the Baal of the other 
place 3 for they had lords ??ia7iy, which their fathers taught 
them to worftiip, but which the God of their fathers had 
again and again forbidden. This was it for which the la?zd 
perijhed. The King of kings never makes war thus upon his 
own fubjedts, but when they treacheroufly depart from him, 
and rebel againft him, and it is become neceftary by this 
means to chaftife their rebellion, and reduce them to their 
allegiance : and they themfelves fhall at length acknowledge 
that he is juft in all that is brought upon them. 

2. The judgment given upon this indiclment, the fentence 
upon the convicted rebels, which muft now be executed, for 
it was righteous, and nothing could be moved in arreft of it : 
The Lord of ho/Is, the God of Ifrael hath faid it, ver. 15, 16. 
and who can reverfe it? (1.) That all their comforts at home 
fhall be poifoned and embittered to them, / will feed this people 
with wormzuood, or rather with wolfs-bane, for it fignifies an 
herb that is not wholefome as wormwood is, tho' it be bitter, 
but fome herb that is both naufeous and noxious 3 and I will give 
them water of gall, or juice of hemlock, or fome other herb that 
is poifonous, to drink. Every thing about them, till it comes to 
their very meat and drink, fhall be a terror and torment to 
them ; God will curfe their bleffings, Mai. ii. 2. (2,) That their 
difperfeon abroad fhall be their deftruction, ver. 16. I will fcatter 
them among the heathen. They are corrupted and debauched 
by their intimacy with the heathen, with whom they mingled 
themfelves and learned their zuorks, and now they fhall lofe them- 
felves there where they loft their virtue, among the heathen, i. e. 
they had violated the laws of that truth which is the bond and 
cement of fociety and commerce, and addicted themfelves to 
deceit and lying, and therefore are juftly crumbled to duft, 
and fcatter ed among the heathen. They fet up gods which nei- 
ther they nor their fathers had known, ftrange gods, new gods. 
Deut. xxxii. 17. and now God will put them among neighbours 
which 7ieither they nor their fathers have knoivn, that they can 
claim no acquaintance with, and therefore can expe£t no fa- 
vour from. And yet tho' they are fcatter ed fo as that they will 
not know where to find one another, God will know where to 
find them all out, (PfoL xxi. S.) with that evil which frill pur- 
fues impenitent finners, / will fend a fword after them, fome 
killing judgment or. other, till I have confumed them ; for when 
God judgeth he will overcome, when he purfues he will over- 
take. And now we fee for zohat the land perijlieth, all this de- 
folation is the defert of their deeds> and the performance of 
God's words. 

z. He calls for the mourning wo?nen y and engage th them with 
the arts they have to affect people, and move their paftion, to 
lament thefe fad calamities that were come or coming upon 
them, that the nation might be alarmed to prepare for them. 
The Lord of ho/Is himfelf faith, Call for the mourning-women that 
they may come, ver. 17. The fcope of this is to fhew how very 
woful and lamentable the condition of this people was likely 
to be. 

1. Here is work for the counterfeit mourners ; fend for the 
cunning women that know how to compofe mournful ditties, 
or at leaft to fing them in mournful tunes and accents, and 
therefore are made ufe of at funerals to fupply the want of 
true mourners. Let thefe take up a wailing for us, ver. iS. 
The deaths and funerals were fo many that people have wept 
for them till they have ?to more power to weep, as thofe, 1 Sam. 
xxx. 4. Let them therefore do it now whofe trade it is ; or 
rather, it intimates the extreme fottifhnefs and ftupidity of the 
people, that laid not to heart the judgments they were under, 
nor even when there was fo much blood Jhed, could find in their 
hearts to jhed a tear. Tliey cry not when God bindeth them, Job. 
xxxvi. 13. God fent his mourning prophets to them to call them to 
weeping and mourning, but his word in their mouths did not 
work upon their faith 5 rather therefore than they fhall go laugh- 
ing to their ruin, let the mourning wo/nen come, and by humour- 
ing the thing, try to work upon their- fancy, that their eyes 
may at length run down with tears, and their eye-lids gujh out 
with waters. Firft or laft finners muft be weepers. 

2. Here is work for the real mourners. 

1. There is that which is a lamentation. The prefent fcene 
is very tragical, wr. 1 9. A voice of xvailing is heard out of Zion, 
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they were got fafe thither, they lamented that they 

iiiw; we fpoil ' f TT 



fome make this to be the fong of the mourning women ; it is 
rather an echo to it, returned by thofe whofe affeaions were 
moved by their wailings. In Zion the voice of joy and praife 
ufed to be heard, while the people kept clofe to God. but fin 
has altered the note, it is now the voice of la mem 
fhould feem to be the voice of thofe who fled from all parts of 
the country *~ nf 7.inn for nrote&ion. Inftead of re- 

joicing that 

were forced — -- , , 

are we ft ripped of all our pofTeffions ! we are greatly confounded, 

afhamed of our felves and our poverty, for that is it they com- 
plain of, that is it they blum at the thoughts of, rather than of 
their fin ; We are confounded becaufe we have forfaken the land, 
forced fo to do by the enemy, not becaufe we have forfaken the 
Lord, " drawn afide of our own lufl and enticed : becaufe our 
dwellings have cafl us out, not becaufe our God hath cajl us offl 
" Thus unhumbled hearts lament their calamity, but not their ini- 
quity, the procuring caufe of it. 

2. There is more ftill to come that Jhall be for a lamentation: 
Things are bad, but they are likely to be worfe. They whofe 
land hath fpewed them out, (as it did their predeceflors the 
Canaanites, and juftly, becaufe they trod in their Heps, Lev. 
xviii. 28.) complain that they are driven into the city, but 
after a while thofe of the city, and they with them fhall 
be forced thence too : Yet hear the word of the Lord, he hath 
Something more to fay to you, ver. 20. let the women hear 
It, whofe tender fpirits are apt to receive the impreffions of 
grief and fear, for the men will not heed it, will not give it a 
patient hearing. The prophets will be glad to preach to a con- 
gregation of women that tremble at God's word. Let your ear 
receive the word of God's mouth, and bid it welcome, tho' it be 
a word of terror. Let the women teach their daughters wail- 
ing, which intimates that the trouble fhall lajl long; grief fhall 
be entailed upon the generation to come : young people are apt 
to love mirth, and expect mirth, and are difpofed to be gay and 
airy, but let the elder zuomen teach the younger to be ferious ; 
tell them what a vale of tears they muft expert to find this world, 
and train them up among the mourners in Zion, 27/. h\ 4, 5. 
Let every one teach her neighbour lamentation, which intimates 
that the trouble fhall fpread far, fhall go from houfe to houfe. 
people fhall not need to fympathize with their friends, they fhall 
all have caufe enough to mourn for themfelves. Note, Thofe 
that are themfelves affected with the terrors of the Lord, fhould 

endeavour to affect others with them. 

The judgment here threatned is made to look terrible. 

1. Multitudes fhall be flain, ver. 21. Death fhall ride in tri- 
umph, and there fhall be no efcaping his arrefts, when he comes 
with commiffidn, neither within doors, nor without : not with- 
in doors, for let the doors be fhut never fo faft, let them be 
never fo firmly locked and bolted, Death comes up into our win- 
dows, like a thief in the night, it fleals. upon us ere we are 
aware. Nor doth it thus boldly attack the cottages only, but it 
is entred into our palaces, the palaces of our princes and great 
men, tho* never fo flately, never fo flrongly built and guarded. 
Note, No palaces can keep out death. Nor are thofe more fafe 
that are abroad ; death cuts off even the children from without, 
and the young men from the flreets. The children who might 
have been fpared by the enemy in pity, becaufe they had never 
been hurtful to them ; and the young men who might have 
been fpared in polity, becaufe capable of being ferviceable to 
them, yet fhall fall together by the fword. It is ufual now 
even in the fevereft military executions, to put none to the 
fword but thofe that are found in arms, but then even the 
boys and girls playing in the flreets were facrificed to the fury 
of the conqueror. 

. 2. Thofe that are flain fhall be left unburied, ver. 22. Speak, 
*Thus faith the Lord, for the confirmation and aggravation of 
what was before faid, even the car cafes- of men Jhall fall as dung, 
neglected, and left to be offenfive to the fmell, as dung is. Com- 
mon humanity obligeth the furvivors_ to bury the dead, even 
for their own fake, but here fuch numbers fhall be flain, and 
thofe fo difperfed all the country over, that it fhall be an end- 
lefs thing to bury them all, nor fhall there be hands enough to 
do it, nor fhall the conquerors permit it, and thofe that fhould 
do it fhall be overwhelmed with grief, fo that they fhall have 
no heart to do it. The dead bodies even of the faireft and 
ftrongeft, when they have lain a while, become as dung, fuch 
vile bodies have we. And here fuch multitudes fhall fall, that 
their bodies fhall lie as thick as heaps of dung in the furrows 
of the field, and no more notice taken of them, than of the 
bandfuls which the barvejl-man drops for the gleaners, for none 
fhall gather them, but they fhall remain in fight, monuments of 
divine vengeance, that the eye of the impenitent furvivors may 
affect their heart. Slay them not, bury them not, left my people 
forget, Pfal. lix, 11. 
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in this* that he underftandeth and knoweth nie $ 
I am the LORD which exercife loving kindn r 
judgment and righteoufnefs in the earth : f or in 

delight, faith the LORD. 25. c Be fif 
days come, faith the LORD, that I n? 
punifh all them which are circumcifed with the 
circumcifed* 26. Egypt, and Judah, and Edom and 
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or 



they had recourfe tofo^ 
other, under which to flicker themfefo! 
the con viftion, and with which to excu/e themfelves I 

and to fliewtheni 



. The prophet had been endeavouring to poflefs this 
with a holy fear of God and his judgments, to convince 
both, of fin and wrath, but ftill 
forry 
from 

their obftinacy and carelefTnefs ; he therefore fets himfelf *1 m 
to drive them from thefe refuges of lies, - 1 ~ ere 
the infufficiency of them. 

(t.) When they were told how inevitable the judgment wo 17 
be, they pleaded, the defence of their politicks, and powers 
which, with the help of their wealth and treafure, they thou% 
made their city impregnable. In anfwer to this he {hews them 
the folly of trufting to, and boafting of all thefe flays, while 
they have not a God in covenant to flay themfelves' upon 
ver. 23, 24. ^ 3 

Here he Ihews, 1. What we may not depend upon in a 
day of diftrefs : Let not the wife man glory in his wifdom as 
if with the help of that he could out-wit or countermine' the 
enemy ; or in the greateft extremity find out fome evafion or 
other, for a man's wifdom may fail him then when he needs 
it moft, and he may be taken in his own craftinefs: Ahitho- 
phel was befooled, and counfellors are oft led azuay fpoilech But 
if a man's policies fail him, yet fure he may gain his point by 
might and dint of courage 5 no, let not the Jlrong man gkry m 
his flrength, for the battle is not always to the ftrong- David 
the {tripling proves too hard for Goliah the giant. AH human 
force is nothing without God, worfe than nothing againjl him. 
But may not the rich man's wealth be his Jlrong city, money 
anfwers all things ; no, Let not the rich man glory in bis riches 
for they may prove fo far from flickering him, that they may 
expofe him, and make him the fairer mark. Let not the 
people boaft: of the wife men, and mighty men, and rich mm 
that they have among them, as if they could make their part 
good againfl: the Chaldeans, becaufe they have wife men to 
advife concerning the war, mighty men to fight their battles, 
and rich men to bear the charges of the war: Let not parti- 
cular- perfons think to efcape the common calamity 'by their 
wifdom, might, or money, for all thefe will prove but vain 
things for fafe w 

2. He fhews what we may depend upon in a day of diftrefi. 
(1.) Our only comfort in trouble will be, that we have done 
our duty. They that refufed to know God, ver. 6. will boaft in 
vain of their wifdom and wealth, but they that knoiv God in- 
telligently, .that under/land aright that he is the Lord, that have 
not only right apprehenfions concerning his nature, and attri- 
butes, and relations to man, but receive and retain the impref- 
fions of them, may glory in this, it will be their rejoicing la 
the day of evil. (2.) Our only confidence in trouble will be, 
that having through grace, in fome meafure, done our duty, 
we fhall find God a God all-fufficient to us. We mav dory hi 



this- that wherever we 



are, we have an acquaintance 
an intereft in a God that exercifeth loving kindnefs, and 
judgment, and righteoufnefs in the earth-, that is not only juft 
to all his creatures, and will do no wrong to any of them, but 
kind to all his children, and will protect them and provide for 
them. For in thefe things I delight. God delights to fhew kinci- 
nefs, and to execute judgment himfelf, and is pleafed with 
thofe who herein are followers of him as dear children. Thofe 
that have fuch knowledge of the glory of God, as to be 
changed into the fame image, and to partake of his holinefs, 
it is their perfection and glory : and the God they thus faith- 
fully conform to, they may chearfully confide in in their greatefi 
ftrai ts. But the prophet intimates, that the generality of thh 
people took no care about this. Their wifdo?n, and might, and 
riches, were their joy and hope, which would end in grief and 
defpair. But thofe few among them that had the knowledge 
of God might pleafe themfelves with it, and boaft themfelves 
of it ; it would ftand them in better Head than ihoufands of 
gold and fiver. 

(2.) When they were told how provoking their fins were to 
God, they vainly pleaded the covenant of their circumcifon. No 
doubt but they were the people of God ; as they had the temple 
. . 1 , - of the Lord in their city, fo they had the mark of his children in 
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^ oroteaion of the divhie providence, as we are. To j foolifli: the Hock is a doftrine of vanities, o. Sil- 



,w the proLecLiuii ***** — : 

^ the orophet anfwers, That the days of vifitation were now at 
A n which God would punifh all wicked people, without 

hand? jm.! WwM»n fhe rirr timet fed nnd uncircumcifed* 



ver. 25, 



with the uncircumcifed 



'1 



I o- any diftinction between the circumcifed and uncircu?ncifed, 
leaking y^. They had by fin profaned the crown of their 

lwitv and lived in common 
P ec . s and fo had forfeited the benefit of it, and muft expea 
I3at f°re' never the better for it. God will punijh the circmncifed 
t0 /the uncircumcifed. As the ignorance of the uncircumcifed QizW 
t excufe their wickednefs, fo neither fhall the privileges of the 
'cumclfed excufe theirs, but they fhall bepunifhed together. Note, 
fudge of all the earth is impartial, and none fhall fare the 
h rter at his bar for any external advantages, but he will render to 



xv man, circumcifed or uncircumcifed, according to his works. 
The condemnation of impenitent finners, that are baptised, will 
h as fure, nay, and more fevere than that of impenitent finners 
fat are unbaptized. It would affect one to find here Judah 
"nduftrioufly put between Egypt and Edom, as ftanding upon a 
level with them, and under the fame doom, ven 26. Thefe 
nations were forbidden a fhare in the Jews privileges, Deut. 
xxiii. 3. But the Jews are here told that they fhall fhare in 
their' punifhments. Thofe in the utmoji corners, that chvell in 
the vnldernefs* are fuppofed to be the Kedarens, and thofe of 
the kingdoms of Hazor, as appears by comparing chap, xliv. 

„ s , 2- Some think they are fo called, becaufe they dwelt 

as it were in a corner of the world : Others, becaufe they had 
thi hair of their head polled into corners : However that was, 
they were of thofe nations that were uncircumcifed in flefh, 
and the Jews are ranked with them, and are as near to ruin 
far their fins as they ; for all the houfe of Ifrael arc uncircum- 

the heart: They have the fign, but not the thing 



clfcd in _ , 

fiVnificd, chap. iv. 4. They are heathens in their heart, Arran- 
gers to God, and enemies in their minds by wicked works. 
Their hearts are difpofed to idols, as the hearts of the uncir- 
cumcifed Gentiles are. Note, The feals of the covenant, tho* 
they dignify and oblige us, yet they will not fave us, unlefs 
the temper of our minds, and the tenor of our lives agree 
with the covenant. That only is circumcifion, and that bap- 

tifm which is of the heart, Rom. ii. 2S, 29. 



C H A P. X. 



Ve may conjecture that the prophecy of this chapter was delivered 
after the firfil captivity, in the ti?ne of Jeconiah, or fehoiachin, 
when many were carried azvay to Babylon, for it has a double 
reference. (1.) To thofe that were carried azvay into the land 
of the Chaldeans, a country notorious above any other for ido- 
latry and Juperjlition : And they are here cautioned againjl the 
infeclion of the place, not to learn the way of the heathen, ver. 
I, 2. For their ajlrology and idolatry are both foolifh things, 
ver. 3 — 5. The worfhippers of idols brutifh, ver. 8, 9. And fo 
it will appear in the day of their vi ft ation, ver. 14, 15. They 
are Ukeivife exhorted to adhere firmly to the God of Ifrael, for 
there is none like him, ver. 6, 7. He is the true God, lives 
for ever, and has the government d of the world, ver. 10 — 13. 
And his people are happy in him, ver. 16. (2.) To thofe that 
yet remained in their own land. And they are cautioned againji 
fecurity, and bid to expeel difrefst ver. 17. 18. And that by 
a foreign enemy, which God would bring upon them for their 
fn, ver. 20 — 22. This calamity the prophet laments, ver. 19. 
and prays for the mitigation of it, ver. 23 — 25. 
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The prophet Ifaiah when he prophefied of the captivity in 
Babylon, added warnings againft idolatry, and largely expofed 
the fottifhnefs of idolaters, not only becaufe the temptations in 
Babylon would be in danger of drawing the Jews there to 
idolatry, but becaufe the afflictions in Babylon were defigned 
to cure them of their idolatry. Thus the prophet Jeremiah 
here arms ~ people againft the idolatrous ufages and cuftoms of 
the heathen, not- only for the ufe of thofe that 
Babylon, but" of thofe alfo that ftaid behind ; that being con- 
vinced and reclaimed by the word of God, the rod might be 
prevented, and it is written for our learning. Obferve here, 

1. A folemn charge given to the people of God, not to 
conform themfelves to the ways and cuftoms of the heathen, 

hear and receive this v/ord from the 

the 



were crone to 

o 



Let the houfe of Ifrael 
God of Ifrael, Learn 



approve of it, no, nor 
lefs imitate it, 



was ftop- 



not the way of the heathen, do not 
think indifferently concerning it, much 
or accuftom yourfelves to it. Let not any of 
their cuftoms fteal in among you, as they are apt to do infen- 
fibly, nor mingle themfelves with your religion. Note, It ill 
becomes thofe that are taught of God to. learn the way of the 
heathen, and to think of worfhipping the true God with fuch 
rites and ceremonies as they ufed in the worfnip of their fa lie 
gods. See Deut. xii. 29, 30, 31. It was the zvay of the 
heathen to worfhip the hoft of heaven, the fun, moon, and 
ftars, to them they gave divine honours, and from them they 
expected divine favours, and therefore according as the fgns of 
heaven were, whether they were aufpicious or ominous, they 
thought themfelves countenanced or difcounteyianced by their dei- 
ties ; which made them obferve thofe figns, the eclipfo, of 
the fun and moon, the conjunctions and oppofitions of the pla- 
nets, and all the unufual phenomena of the celeftial slob - 
with a great deal of anxiety, and trembling: Bufinefs 
ped, if any thing occurred that was thought to bode ill ; if it 
did but thunder on their left hand, they were almoft as if they 
had been thunderftruck. "Now God would not have his people 
to be difmayed at the figns of heaven ; to reverence the ftars 
as deities, or to frighten themfelves with any prognoftica- 
tions grounded upon them. Let them fear the God of hea- 
ven, and keep up a reverence, of his providence, and then 
they need not be difmayed at the fgns of heaven^ for the Jlars 
in their courfes fight not againft any that are at peace with 
God. The heathen are difmayed at thefe figns, for they 
know no better, but let not the houfe of Ifrael that are taught 

of God be fo. 

Divers good reafons given to enforce this charge. 
1. The way of the heathen is very ridiculous, and abfurd, 
and is condemned even by the dictates of right reafon, ven 3. 
The Jlatutes and ordinances of the heathen are vanity itfelf, 
they cannot ftand the teft of a rational difquifition. ^ Tins is 
agairi and again infifted upon here, as it was by Ifaiah. The" 
Chaldeans valued themfelves by their wifdom, in which they 
thought they excelled all their neighbours 5 but the prophet 
here fhews, that they and all others that worfhipped idols, and 
expected help and relief from them, were brutifh and fottifh, 

and had not common fenfe. 

(1.) Confider what the idol is that is worfhipped, it was a 

tree cut out of the. firejl originally, it was fitted up b Y ™* 
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Chap. % 



it was 



worked into 
but the 



thing 



hands of the workman, fquared and fawed, and 
fhape, fee Ifa. xliv. 12, &c. But after all 
ftock of a tree, fitter to make a gate-poft of than any 
eife. But to hide the wood, they deck it with filver and geld, 
they gild or lacker it, or they deck it with gold and filyer 
lace, or cloth of tiffue. They faften it to its place, which 
they themfelves have afligned it, with nails and hammers, that 
it fall not, or be thrown down, or ftolen away, wr. 4- The 
image is made ftraight enough, and it cannot be denied but that 
the workman did his parr, for it is upright as the palm-tree, 
ver. 5. it looks ftately, and ftands up as if it were going to 
fpeak to you, but it cannot fpeak, it is a poor dumb creature: 
Nor can it take one ftep towards your relief: If there beany 
occafion for it to fhift its place, it muft be carried in procef- 
fion, for it cannot go. Very fitly doth it come in here, be 
not afraid of them, no more than of the figns of heaven : Be 
not afraid of incurring their difpleafure, for they can do no evil, 
be not afraid of forfeiting their favour, for neither is it in 
them to do good. If you think to mend the matter by mend- 
ing the materials of which the idol is made, you deceive your 
felves : Idols of gold and filver are as unworthy to be wor- 
fhipped as wooden gods: The flock is a dofirine of vanities, 
ver. S. It teacheth lies, teacheth lies concerning God : It is 
an inftruclion of vanities, wood it is. It is likely the idols of 
gold and fiver had wood underneath for the fubfiratum, and 
then fiver fpread into plates is brought fro?n Tarjbijf}, imported 
from beyond fea, and gold from Uphaz, or Phaz, which is 
fometimes rendered the fine gold, PfaL xxi. 3. A great deal 
of art is ufed, and pains taken about it : They are not fuch 
ordinary mechanicks that are employed about thefe, as about 
the wooden gods, ver. 3. Thefe are cunning men, it is the work 
of the workman, the graver muft do his part, when it has paffed 
through the hands of the founder : Thofe were but decked here 
and there with filver and gold, thefe arc filver and gold all 
over. And that thefe gods might be reverenced as kings, blue 
and purple is their clothing, the colour of royal robes, ver. 9. 
which amufeth ignorant worfhippers, but makes the matter no 
better. For what is the idol when it is made, and when they 
have made the beft they can of it? He tells us, ver. 14. 
They are falfhood, they are not what they pretend to be, but 
a great cheat put upon the world : They are worfhipped as 
the gods that give us breath, and life, and fen/e, whereas they 
are lifelefs, fenfelefs things themfelves, and there is no breath in 
them. A 7 o fpirit in them, fo the word is, they are not ani- 
mated, or inhabited, as they are fuppofed to be, by any divine 
fpirit, or ?iu?nen ; they are fo far from being gods, that they 
have not fo much as the fpirit of a beajl that goes downward. 
They are vanity, and the work of errors, ver. 15. Enquire into 
the ufe of them, and you will find they are vanity, they are 
good for nothing, no help is to be expected from them, nor 
any confidence put in them : They are a deceitful work, works 
cf illufons, or meer mockeries, fo fome read the following claufe: 
They delude thofe that put their truft in them, make fools 
of them, or rather, they make fools of themfelves. Enquire 
into the rife of them, and they are the work of errors, grounded 
upon the grofleft naiftakes that ever men, that pretended to 
reufon, were guilty of : They are the creatures of a deluded 
fancy ; and the errors by which they were produced^ they 
propagate among their worfhippers. 

(2.) Infer from hence what the idolaters are that worfhip 
thefe idols, ver. S. They are altogether brutifij and foolifh ; they 
that make them are like unto them, fenfelefs and llupid, and 
there is no fpirit in them, no ufe of rezfon, el/e they would 

believe in fuch gods; no fenfe of honour, elfe they would 
ftoop to them, ver. 1 4. Every man that makes or wor- 
idols, 



never 
never 
fhips 
want 



is become brutijh in his knoivledge, i. e. brutifh for 
of knowledge ; or brutifh in that very thing which one 
would think they fhould be fully acquainted with ; compare 
J tide 1 o. What they know naturally, what they cannot but know 
by the light of nature, in thofe things, as brute beafis they cor- 
rupt themfelves. Tho' in the works of creation they cannot 
but fee the eternal power and Godhead of the Creator, yet 
they are become vain in their imaginations, ?iot liking to retain 
God in their knoivledge. See Rom. i. 21, 28. Nay, whereas 
they thought it a piece of wifdom thus to multiply gods, 
really was the greateft folly they could be guilty of : The world 
by wifdom knew not God, 1 Cor. i. 21. Rom. L 22. Every 
founder is himfelf confounded by the graven image *, when he has 
made it by a miftake, he is more and more confirmed in his 
miftake by it ; he is bewildered, bewitched, and cannot di fen- 
tangle himfelf from the fnare. Or, it is what he will one time 
or other be afhamed of. 

2. The God of Ifrael is the one only living and true God, 
and thofe that have him for their God, need not make their 
application 



it 



tition with 
done him. 
Let the 



to any other ; nay, to fet up any other in compe- 
lling is the greateft affront and injury that can be 



houfe of Ifrael cleave to the God of Ifrael, and 
ferve and^ worfhip him only. For, 

1. He is a non-fttch. Whatever men may fet in compe- 
tition with him, there is none to be compared with him. The 




well he might) to fpeak with the m J 
encc of the God of Ifrael, ver. 6 
e like unto thee, O Lord, none of \\ 



prophet turns from fpeaking with the utmoft difdaiij 0 f \\ 
idols of the heathen (as 11 u ! ~ L ' V r * ' ' ' JC 
profound and awful reverence 

For af much as there is none w juvru 9 none of it 

the heroes which the heathen have deified, and make fuch ad 
about ; the dead men of whom they made dead images a j 
worfhipped them. Some were deified and adored for 'the 
wifdom, but among all the wife ?nen of the nations, the greateft 
philofophers, or ftatefmen, as Apollo or Hermes, there is none 
like thee. Others were deified and adored for their dominion 
but in all their royalty, fo it may be read, among all their kin*/ 
as Saturn and Jupiter, there is none like unto thee. WhaMs 
the glory of a man that invented an ufeful art, or founded 
flourifhing kingdom (and thefe were grounds fufficient amono- 
the heathen to in title men to an apotheofis) compared with the 
glory of him that is the Creator of the world, and that fortnetb 
the fpirit of man within him ? What is the glory of the greateft 
prince or potentate, compared with the glory of hirn whofe 
kingdom ruleth over all ? He acknowledgeth, ver. 6. Q £ cr j 
thou art great, infinite and immenfe, and thy na?ne is great * 
might, thou haft all power, and art known to have it 5 



in 
mens 



might ? 



name is often beyond their might, they are thought to be greater 
than they are, but God's name is great, and no greater thin 
he really is. And therefore who would not fear thee, O kin* 0 f 
nations? Who would not chufe to worfhip fuch a God a* 
this that can do every thing, rather than fuch dead idols as the 
heathen worfhip that can do nothing? Who would not be afraid 
of offending or forfaking a God whofe name is fo great hi 

Which of all the nations, if they underftand them- 
felves aright, would not fear him who is the King of nations f 
Note, It is not only the houfe of Ifrael that is bound tc> 
worfhip the great Jehovah, as the God of Ifrael, the King G f 
faints, Rev. xv. 4, 5. but all the families of the earth are bound 
to worfhip him as King of nations ; for to him it doth apper- 
tain, to him it fiits and agrees. Note, There is an admira- 
ble decency and congruity in the worfhipping of God only; 
It is fit that he that is God alone, fhould alone be ferved; 
that he that is Lord of all fhould be ferved by all; that he 
that is great fhould be greatly feared, and greatly praifed. 

2. His verity is as evident as the idols vanity, ver. 10. They 
are the work of mens hands, and therefore nothing is 

if that 



1 



more 

jeft to worfhip them, if that may be 
fo great an indignity to him that made 
true God, the God of truth, he is God 
God Jehovah is truth, he is not a counterfeit, and 

is reallv what he has revealed him- 



plain than that it is a 
called a jeff, which is 
us: But the Lord is the 

in truth, 

pretender as they are, but is really 

felf to be ; he is one we may depend upon, in whom and by 
whom we cannot be deceived, (r.) Look upon him as he is 
in himfelf, and he is the living God ; he is life itfelf, has life 
in himfelf, and is the fountain of life to all the creatures. 
The gods of the heathen are dead things, worthlcfs and ufe- 
lefs, but ours is a living God, and hath immortality. (2.) Look 
upon him with relation to his creatures, and he is a king, and 
abfolute monarch over them all, is their owner and ruler, has 
an inconteftable right both to command them and difpofe of 
them; as a king he protects the creatures, provides for their 
welfare, and preferves peace among them. He is an everlyU 
ing king : The counfels of his kingdom were from everlafting, 
and the continuance of it will be to everlafting. He is a king 
of eternity. The idols whom they call their kings, are but of 
yeftcrday, and will foon be abolifhed ; and the kings of the 
earth that fet them up to be worfhipped, will themfelves be 
in the duft fhortly, but the Lord Jl)all reign for ever, thy God, 
O Zion, unto all generations. 

3. None knows the power of his anger. Let us ftand in 
awe, and not dare to provoke him by giving that glory to ano- 
ther, which is due to him alone, for at his wrath the earth 
fljall tremble, even the ftrongeft and ftouteft of the kings of the 
earth; my, the earth, as firmly as it is fixed, when he plea- 
fetb, is made to quake, and the' rocks to tremble, PfaL civ. 52- 
Hab. hi. 6, io. Tho' the nations fhould join together to con- 
tend with him, and unite their force, yet they would be found 
utterly unable not only to reftft, but even to abide his indig- 
nation. They cannot only not make head againft it, for fe 
would overcome them, but they cannot bear up under it, for 
it would overload them, PfaL \xxvi. 7, 8. Neh. i. 6. 

4. He is the God of nature, the fountain of all being \ and 
all the powers of nature are at his command and difpofe, ver. 
12. 13. The God we worfhip is he that made the heavens 

the earth, and has a fovereign dominion over both : So 
his invifble things are manifefted, and proved in the things 
are feen. 

(1.) If we look back we find that the whole world owed its 
original to him, as its firft caufe. . It was a common faying 
even among the Greeks, He that fets up to be another g^t 
ought firf to make another world. While the heathen worfhip 
gods that are made, we worfhip the God that made us ana 
all things. (1.) The earth is a body of vaft bulk, has valuable 

bowels, and more valuable fruit on 
hath ?nade by his power ; and it is 
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(z.) The world, the habi- 



^ XXV * J/fhe earth, is admirably fitted for the ufe and fer- 
!b,C P fman and ^ hath efiablijhed it fo ^ Jfr wifdom, fo 
° ^nfinues fcrviceable in conftant changes, and yet a con- 
conu* , f -- Therefore both 



onderfully Jlretched out to an incredible extent, and 
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it i s by ou J bodieg are directed for. the benefit of this lower 
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If we look up, we fee his providence to be a continual 
' wr. 13- TVhen he utter eth his voice gives the word of 
creation,^ ^ ere {$ a multitude of waters in the heavens which : 
comma re d out on the earth, whether for judgment or mercy, 
2re ^°intends them. When he uttereth his voice in the thun- 
refently there /follow thunder-fhowers, in which there are 
ititude of waters \ and thofe come with a noife 9 as- the 
a mU 'a reads it 5 and we read of the noife of abundance of rain 
ma f w xv"i. 4 1 - Nay, L there are wonders ' done daily : in the 

- " ---1— ■ ■ —w. ^ caufeth the vapours to 
m fmd lrom the. ends of the. earth* from all parts of the earth, 
the moft remote, and chiefly thofe that lie next the fea. 
Alfthe earth pays the tribute of vapours, becaufe all the; earth 
ves the blefiing of rain. And thus the moifture -in- the 
rCC Verfe like the : money in a kingdom, and the ; blood 
Um bo^ is contmu3 -^y circulating for the good of the 

Thofe vapours produce 1 wonders, for of them are 
frmed lightnings for the rain and the \ winds which God from 1 
° t0 t f me brings forth but of his treafures * as there is occait- 
o^for them, dire£ting them all iri fuch meafure, and for fuch 
°f e as he thinks fit, as payments are made out of the trea- 4 
fury. All the meteors are fo ready ,to fcrve God's purpofes, 
that he feems . to' have treafures of them that cannot be ex- 
haufted, and may at any time be drawn from, Pfal. exxx v. 

glories in the treafures he has of thefe, job xxxviii. 
n 23. This God can do, but which of the idols of the 
heathen can do the like ? Note, There is no fort of weather 
but furnifheth us with a proof and inftance of the wifdom 
and power of the Great Creator. ' " ' . ' 

5. -This God is Ifrael's God in covenant, and the felicity 
of every Ifraelite indeed 

deave to him, and not forfake him to embrace idols ; for if 
they do, they certainly change for the worfe, for, ver. 16. 
the portion of Jacob is not like them: Their rock is not as 
our rock, Deut. xxxii. 31. nor ours like their mole-hills. Note, 
1. They that have the Lord for their God, have a full and 
I compleat happinefs in him. The God of Jacob is the portion 
* of Jacob; he is his all* and in him he hath enough, and' 
needs no more in this world or the other. In him we have 

Pfal. xvi. 5. 2. If we have an entire fa- 
God as our portion, he will 

his 



i 



God 



Therefore let the houfe of Ifrael 



a worthy portion* Pfal. xvi. 5 

•tisfafiion and complacency in Uod as our portion, 
have a gracious delight in us as his people, whom he owns 
as the rod of his i?iheritance* his pofTeflion and treafure, with 
whom he dwells, and by whom he is ferved and honoured. 
3. It is the unfpeakable comfort of all the Lord's people, that 
he that is their God is the former of all things* and therefore 
is able to do all that for them, and give all that to them, 
; which they ftand in need of: Their help Jlands'in his name* 
'do made heaven and earth. And he is the Lord of hofls* 
of all the hoft.s in heaven and earth, hath them all at his 
command, and will command them into the fervice of his 
I; people, when there is occafion. This is the name by which 
[ they know him, which they firft give him the glory of, and 
then take to themfelves the comfort of. 4. Herein God's peo- 
ple are happy above all other people* happy indeed, bona Ji 
ifna horint. The gods which the heathen pride, : and pleafe, 
and fo portion themfelves in, are vanity and a lie; but the 
portion of Jacob is not like them. - ■ • 

3- The prophet having thus compared the. gods of the hea- 
then with the God of Ifrael (between whom there is no com- 
?.parifon) reads the doom, the certain doom of all thofe pre- 
tenders, and diredts the Jews in God's name to read it to 
I*he worfhippers of idols, though they were their lords and 
Rafters, ver. 11. Thus flail ye fay unto them* and the God ye 
jferve will bear you out in faying it, the. gods which have not 
imade the heavens 'and the eartb* and therefore are no gods, 
I but ufurpers of the honour due to him only, who did make 
j heaven and' earth, thofe Jhall perijh ; perifh of courfe, becaufe 
|they are vanity ; perifh by his righteous fentence, becaufe they 
are rivals with him,- as gods they fhall perifh : From off the earth* 
even all thofe things on earth beneath* - which they make gods 
|of; and from under thefe heavens* even all thofe . things - in the 
I firmament of heaven, under the higlieft heavens, which are 



fecond com- 

He- 



^deified, according ' to the diftribution in the 
ttandment. Thefe words in the original are not in the 
trew, like all the reft, but in the Chaldee dialeft, that the 
Jews in captivity might have this ready to fay to the Chal- 
deans in their own language, when they tempted them tQ ido- 
'No. Ixii* 



«uy s xjo you- preis us to wormip your gods? We will never 
do that; for, ( 1.) They are counterfeit deities* they are no rods* ' 
tor they r have not made the heavens and the earth* > and there- 
fore are not entitled to our homage; nor are we indebted to 
them either for the products of the earth, or the influences of : 
heaven, as we are to the God oflfrael. The primitive .Chri, 
ftians would fay, when they were urged to worfhip -fuch a god, 
let him make me a world* and he Jhall be ?ny god. While we 
have him to worfhip, who made heaven and earth, it is very 
abfurd to .worfhip any other, (z.) They are condemned, deities ; 
they Jhall perijh* the time fhall come, when they fhall be no 
more refpefled as they are now, but fhall be buried in oblivi- • 
on, and they and their worfhippers fhall fink together; the 
earth fhall no longer bear them, the heavens fhall no longer .' 
cover them, but both fhall abandon them, it is repeated,^. 
15. In* the time of their v if tat ion ; when God comes to reckon - 
with' idolaters, he fhall make them fick of t their idols, and glad 
to be rid of them ; they fhall cafl them to the moles and to - 
the bats*. Ifa. ii. 20. Whatever runs againfl God and religion, 
will be run down at laft. 



17. Gather up thy wares out of the land, O 
inhabitant of the fortrefs. 18. For thus faith the 
LORD, Behold, I will fling out the inhabitants of 
the land at this once, and will diftrefs them, that 
they may find it fo. 19. Wo is me for my hurt, 
my wound is grievous : but I faid, Truly this is a 
grief, and I muft bear it. 20. My tabernacle is 
fpoiled, and all my cords are broken : my children 
are gone forth of me, and they are not : there is 
none to ftretch forth my tent any more, and to fet 
up my curtains. 21. For the paftors are become 
brutifh, and have not fought the LORD: therefore 
they fhall not profper, and all their flocks fhall be 
fcattered. 22. Behold, the noife of the bruit is come, 
and a great commotion out of the north-country, to 
make the cities of Judah defolate, and a den of 
dragons. 23. f O LORD, I know that the way 
of man is not in hirafelf : it is not in man that 
walketh to direft his fteps. 24. O LORD, corredh 

me, but", with judgment ; not in thine anger, 
thou bring me to nothing. 25. Pour out thy fury up- 
on the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not on thy name : for they have 
eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and confumed 
him, and have made his habitation defolate. . 



left 



In thefe verles, . 

(1.) The prophet threatens in God's name the approach- 
ing ruin of Judah and Jerufalem, wr* 17* 18. The Jews, 
that continued in their own land, after fbme were carried' 
into captivity, were , very fecure ; they thought themfelves in- 
habitants of a fortrefs* their country was their Jlrong-hold* and* 
in their own conceit impregnable, but. they are here bid to 
thihk of -leaving, it 5 they muft prepare to go after their bre- 
thren, and pack up their effefts in expectation of it : Gather 
up thy wares out of the. land ; contra£l your affairs, and bring 
them into as, little a compafs as you can. Arife* depart* this 
is not your refl* Mic. \u 10. Let not what you have lie feat-, 
tered, for the Chaldeans will be upon you again, to be the 
executioners of the fentence God has parted upon you, ver. 
1 8. Behold* I will fling out the inhabitants of the land at this, 
once-, they have hitherto dropped out, by a few at a time, but: 
one captivity more fhall make a thorough riddance, and they 
fhall be flung out as a ftone out of a fling, fo eafily, fo tho- 
roughly fhall they be caft out ; nothing of them fhall remain, 
they fhall be thrown out with violence, and driven to a place 
at a oreat diftance off in a little time- See this comparifon 
ufed to fignify an utter deftru&ion, 1 Sam. xxv. 29. Yet once 
more God will fhake their land, and Jhake the wicked out of 
it* Heb. xii. 26. He adds, and I will dijlrefs them* that they 
may find it fo. He will not only throw them out hence (that 
he may do, and yet they may be eafy elfewhere) but wherever 
they go, trouble fhall follow them ; they fhall be continually 
perplexed and ftraitned, and at a lofs within themfelves; and 
who or what can make thofe eafy whom ^ God will dijlrefs. ? 
Whom he will diftrefs, that they may find it fo* i. e. that they 
may feel that which they t would not believe. They were told 
many, a time of the weight of God's wrath, and their utter 
inability to make head againfl it, or. bear up under it; were 
told that their. /in would- be their ruin, and they would not 
regard or credit what was told them, but now they Jhall find 
it fo * arid therefore God will purfue them with his judgments, 
that they may find it fo* and be forced to acknowledge it. 

Note, Sooner or later finners will find it juft fo as the word 
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of God has reprcfented things to them, 
that the threatnings were not bugbears. 

(2.) He brings in the people fadly lamenting their calami- 
ties, ver. 19. Wo is vie for my hurt. Some make this the 
prophet's own lamentation, not for himfelf, but for the cala- 
mities and defolations of his country : He mourned for thofe 
that would not be perfwaded to mourn for themfelves 5 and 
fince there were none that had fo much fenfe as to join with 

Wo is me. In mourn- 



and no'- better, and | all the cities of Judah defolate, and a den of dragons* f 0 



But it 



htm, he weeps in fecret, and cries out, tvo is me. 
ful times, it becomes us to be of a mournful fpirit. 
may be taken as the language of the people, confidered as a 
body, and therefore fpeaking as a fingle perfon. It is what 
they Jhould fay, the prophet puts thefe words into their mouths ; 
whether they would fay them or no, they fhould have caufe 
to fay them: Some among them would thus bemoan them- 
felves, and all of them at laft would be forced to do it. 

1. They lament it, that the affli&ion is very great, and it 
is very hard to them to bear it ; the more hard, becaufe they 
had not been ufed to trouble, and now did not expeir. it. 
Wo is me for my hurt, not for what I fear, but for what I 
feel 1 

Not 



VMS, 
2. 



for they are not, as fome are, worfe frtghtned than hurt. 
is it a flight hurt, but a wound, a wound that is grie- 
very painful, and very threatning. 

That there is no re?nedy but patience; they cannot, help 
themfelves, but muft fit ftill, and abide it. But I faid 7 when 
I was about to complain of my wound, to what purpofe is it 
to complain ? This is a grief and I muji bear it as well as I 
can. This is the language rather of a fullen than of a graci- 
ous fubmiffion ; of a, patience per force, not a patience by prin- 

in ami&ion, I Ihould fay, this is an evil, 
becaufe it is the will of God I fhould, 

and his grace 
receiving evil 



ciple. 
and / 



When I am 
will bear it, 
becaufe his wifdom 
will make it work 



has appointed this for me, 
for good to me. This is 



him 
3 



at the hand of God, Job ii. 10. But to fay, this is an evil, 
and I muji bear it, becaufe I cannot help it, is but a brutal 
patience, and argues a want of thofe good thoughts of God, 
which we fhould always have, even under our affiidlions ; fay- 
not only God can and will do what he pleafeth, but let 
do what he pleafeth. 

That the country was quite ruined and wafted, ver. 20. 
My tabernacle is fpoiled. Jerufalem, though a ftrong city, 
now proves as weak and moveable as a tabernacle : Their go- 
vernment is diflblved, and their ftate fallen to pieces, like a ta- 
bernacle or tent, when it is taken down, and all its cords, 
that fhould keep it together, are broken. Or, By the taber- 
nacle here may be meant the temple, the fan&uary, which at 
fir ft was but a tabernacle, and is now called fo, as then it 
was fometimes called a temple. Their church is ruined, and 
all the fupports of it fail. It was a general deftru&ion of 
church and ftate, city and country ; and there were none to 
repair thefe defolations, my childeren are gone forth of me, fome 
are fled, others flain, others carried into captivity, fo that as 
to me they are not, lam like to bean outcaft, and to perifti for 
want of fhelter for there is none to flretch forth my tent any 
more, none of my children that ufed to do it for me, none to 
fct up my curtains, none to do me any fervice. Jerufalem has 
none to guide her of all her fons, Jcr. Ii. 18. t 

4. That the rulers took no care, nor any proper meafures 
for the redrefs of their grievances, and the re-eftablifhing of 
their ruined ftate, ver. 21. The paftors are beeome brutijh. 
When the tents, the fhepherds tents, were fpoiled, ver. 20. it 
concerned the Jhepherds to look after them, but they were 
foolijh Jhepherds. Their kings and princes had no regard at all 
to the publick welfare, feemed to have no fenfe of the defola- 
tions of the land, but were quite befotted and infatuated. The 
priefts, the paftors of God's tabernacle^ did a great deal towards 
the ruin of religion, but nothing towards the repair of it. 
They are brutijh indeed, for they have not fought the Lord, they 
have neither made their peace with him, nor their prayer to 
him 5 they had no eye to him and his providence, in their 
management of affairs ; they neither acknowledged the judgment, 
nor expected the deliverance to come from his hand. Note, 
Thofe are brutifh, people that do not feek the Lord, that live 
without prayer, and live without God in the world. Every 
man is either a faint or a brute. But it is fad indeed with 
a people, when their paftors, that fhould feed them with know- 
ledge and underjla77ding, are themfelves thus brutifh. And what 
comes of it? Therefore they Jhall not pro/per', none of their 
attempts for the publick fafety fhall fucceed. Note, Thofe 
cannot expert to profper, who do not by faith and prayer 
take God along with them in all their ways. And when the 
paftors are brutijh, what elfe can be expected but that all their 
flocks fhould be fcatiered $ for if the blind lead the blind, both 
will fall into the ditch. The ruin of a people is often owing 
to the brutijhnefs of their paftors. 

5. That the report of the enemy's approach was very dread- 
ful, ver. 22. The noife of the bruit is come, i. e. of the report 
which at firft was but whifpered and bruited abroad, as want- 
ing confirmation: It now proves too true, there is a great com- 
motion arifeth out of the north country * which threatens to make 



they muft all expe£i to be facrificed to the avarice and f u 
of the Chaldean army. And what elfe can that place exnjf 
but to be made a den of dragons which has by fin made itf Ir 
a den of thieves ? * 

(3.) He turns to God, and addrefleth himfelf to him, findi 
it to little purpofe to fpeak to the people. It is fome comf^ 
to poor minifters, that if men will not hear them, God wiif 
and to him they have liberty of accefs at all times. Let the ' 
clofe their preaching with prayer, as the prophet, and th^ 
they fhall have no reafon to fay they have laboured in vain 

1. The prophet here acknowledged the fovereignty and do 
minion of the divine providence, that by it, and not by thef 
own will and wifdom, the affairs both of nations and mJ 
cular perfbns are directed and determined, ver. 23. This i s a Jj 
article of our faith, which it is very proper for us to make 
confeffion of at the throne of grace, when we are complain- 
ing of an affliction, or fuing for a mercy. O Lord, I 
and believe, that the way of man is not in himfelf Nebuchad, 
nezzar- did not come of himfelf againft our land, but by the 
direction of a divine providence. We cannot of our felves d 0 
any thing for our own relief, unlefs God work with us and 
command deliverance for us, for it ir not in man that walked 
to direft his Jleps, though he feem in his walking to be per. 
fe£tly at liberty, and to chufe his own way. Thofe that had 
promiftd themfelves a long enjoyment of their eftates and pof, 
ieftions, when they were thrown out by the Chaldeans, were 
made to know by fad experience, that the way of man is nut k 
himfelf •> the defigns which men lay deep, and think well form- 
ed, are dafhed to pieces in a moment. We muft all apply 
this to ourfelves, and mix faith with it; that we are not at 
our own difpofe, but under a divine direction 1 the event is 
often over-ruled quite contrary to our intention and expe&atioi? 
We are not mafters of our own way, nor can we think that e« 

•very thing ftiould . be according, to our mind-, we muft therefore '• 
refer ourfelves to God, and acquiefce in his will. Some think • 
the prophet mentions, this here with defign to make this com- 
fortable ufe of it, that the way of the Chaldean army beinc 
not in themfelves, they, cart do no more than God permits! 
them ; he can fet bounds to thefe proud waves, and fay, hi* i 
t her to they Jhall come, and no further. And a quieting confide- \ 
ration it is, that the moft. formidable enemies have no powsr \ 
againjl us, but what is given the?n from above. 

2. He deprecates the divine wrath, that it might not fell I 
upon God's Ifrael, ver. 24. He fpeakes not for himfelf only,! 
but on the behalf of his people, O Lord, correcJ me, but with * 
judgment, i. e. in meafure and with moderation, and in wif- 
dom no more than is neceflary for the driving out of the foolilh- 
ne(s that is bound up in our hearts : Not in thine anger \ how fe« 
vere foever the correction be, let it come from thy love, and 
be defigned for our good, and made to work for good ; not 
to bring us to nothing, but to bring us home to thy felf. 
Let it not be according to the defert of our fins, but accord- 
ing to the defigns of thy grace. Note, 1. We cannot pray 
in faith that we may never be corrected, while we are confei-' 
ous to our felves that we need it and deferve it, and know 
that as many as God loves he chaftens. 2. The great thing ^ 
we fhould dread in afHiflion is the wrath of God. Say not,i 
Lord, do not correct me, but, Lord, do not corredt me in an- 
ger ; for tha,t will infufe wormwood and gall into the affli£fa 
and mifery ; that will bring us to nothing ; we may bear the 
fmart of his rod, but we cannot bear the weight of his wrath 

3. He imprecates the divine wrath againft the opprelfo 
and perfecutors of Ifrael, ver. 25. Pour out thy fury upon fa 
heathen that know thee not. This prayer doth not come from 
a fpirit of malice or revenge, nor is it intended to prefcribe 
to God whom he fhould execute his iudements upon, or in 
what order 
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Lord, we are a provoking people, but are there not other na- 
tions that are more fo? And fhall we only be punifbed? vVe 
are thy children, and may expe<5r. a fatherly correction; but; 
they are thine enemies, and againft them we have reafon to. 
think thine indignation fhould be, not againft us. This is GodSjj 
ufual method : The cup put into the hands of God's people u| 
full of mixtures, mixtures of mercy; but the dregs of the ^ 
are referved for the wicked of the earth, let them wring twA 
out, Pfah lxxv. 8. (2.) It is a prediction of God's judgments 
upon all the impenitent enemies of his church and kingdorru 
If judgment begin thus at the houfe of God, what fhall be w 
end of thofe that obey not his gofpel? 1 Pet. iv. 17. See h 



the heathen are defcribed, on whom God's fury ftiall be foum 
out. (1.) They are Jlrangers to God, and are content to 



hi 



fo. They know him not, nor defire to know him. They ^ * 
families that live without prayer, that have nothing of feiig? 
among them 5 they call not on God's name : And thole ^ 
rejlrain prayer, it is an evidence they know not God*, fc> r JM 
that know him, will feek to him, and intreat his favour. j-J 
They are perfecutors of the people of God, and are re 0 J 
to be fo. They have eaten up Jacob, with as much g reedi ^ it | 
as thofe that are hungry eat their necelTary food 5 na J r, jn ^| 
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^n0re, // hint and con fumed him, and made his habitation defolate, 

land in which he lives ; or the temple of God, which 
♦'his habitation among them. Note, What the heathen, in 
\ ir raze and malice, do againft the people of God, though 
*n he makes ufe of them as the inftruments of his correc- 
vet he will for that make them the objedis of his indig- 
tlOI *on This prayer is taken from PfaL Ixxix. 6, 7. *. „ 



C H A P. XI. 



1 — 7. (z.) He chargeth 

and in con- 
to obey him, 



of the covenant he had made with their father 
he had injijied upon it, as the cona 
they Should be obedient to him, ver. 
it upon them, that they in faccejjion to taeir jutver* 
federacy among themfelves, had objlinately refufed 
ver. 8 — -io. (3.) He threatens to punifh them with utter ruin 
for their difobedience, efpecially for their idolatry, ver. 1 1 , 13. 
and tells them± that their idols Jhould not fave them, ver. 1 z. 
that their prophets Jhould not pray for them, ver, 1 4. and ju- 
flifies his proceedings herein, they having brought all this mif- 
chief upon themfelves by their own folly and wilfulnefs, ver. 1 5 
17* (40 Here is an account of a confpiracy formed againfl 
'Jeremiah by his fellow- citizens, the men of Anathoth ; God's 
difcovery of it to him, ver. 18,. 19. His prayer againfl them, 
ver. 20. and a prediction of God's judgments upon them for 

it, ver. 21 — 23* 



I. 



THE word that came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD, faying, 2. Hear ye the words of 
this covenant, and fpeak unto the men of Judah, and 
to the inhabitants Jerufalem, 3. And fay thou unto 
them, Thus faith the L O R D God of Ifrael, Curfed 
the man that obeyeth not the words of this cove- 
nant, 4. "Which I commanded your fathers in the 
-■fay that I brought them forth out of the land 
J:gypt, from the iron furnace, faying, Obey my voice, 
p and do them, according to all which I command you: 

your God : 
have fworn 



¥. Is 



in 
of E- 



fo lhall ye be my people, and I will be 
5, That I may perform the oath which I 
■ unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk 

this dav. Then anfwered I. and 



and honey, as it 
| feid, fb be 
faid unto 



it, O 



ts tms day. 

LORD. 



I, 

6. Then the LORD 



me, 

of Judah, and 



Proclaim all thefe words in the cities 



in 



the 



1* -* 



ftreets of Jerufalem, fay in 
Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them. 
7. For I earneftly protefted unto your fathers, in the 
day that I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
\foen unto this day, rifine: early and protefting > fay- 



ling, Obey my voice. 

inclined their ear, but walked every one in the 



8. Yet t;hey obeyed not, nor 



ima- 
gination of their evil heart : therefore I will bring upon 
3 them all the words of this covenant, which I 



|tnanded them 
the 



1 , 



to do, but they did them not. 
LORD faid unto me, A confpiracy 



com- 
9. And 
is found 



among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem. 10. They are turned back to the iniqui- 
ties of their forefathers, which refufed to hear my 

jwords j and they went after other gods to ferve 

5them : 



they went 
the houfe of Ifrael and the 
|have broken my covenant which I 

'fathers. 



houfe of Judah 
made with their 



The prophet here as profecutor in God's name draws up an 
|indiftment againft the Jews, for wilful difobedience to the com- 
mands of their rightful fovereign. And for the more folemn 
|management of this charge, 

1. He produceth the commiilion he had to draw up the 

K\F againft tIlem : he did not take pl eaf " re in aecufing the 
j-Mdren of his people, but God commanded him to fpeak it to 

' men of Judah, ver. 1, 2. In the original it is plural, fpeak 

\ h 5 w ^ at ^ e t0 Jeremiah, was the fame that he gave 
n charge to all his fervants the prophets. They none of them 
t ? °ther, hut what Mofes in the law had faid ; to that 

the* t * le ^ . mu ^ re ^ er themfelves, and dire£t the people, Hear 
* lv °rds of this covenant ; turn to your bibles, be judged by them, 
jwniah muft now proclaim this in the cities of Judah, and the 
sets of Jerufakniy that all may hear, for all are concerned. 




All the words of reproof and conviaion, which the prophets 
fpakei were grounded upon the words of the covenant, and agreed 
with that ; and therefore hear thefe zoords, and underftand by 
them upon what terms you flood with God at firft; and 
then by comparing your felves with the covenant, you will fooxx 
be aware upon what terms you now ftand with him. 

2. He opens the charter upon which their ftate was founded, 
and by which they held their privileges. They had forgotten 
the tenor of it, and lived as . if they thought the grant was abfo- 
lute, and that they might, do what they pleafed, and yet have 
what God had promifed ; or as if they thought the keeping up 
the ceremonial obfervances was all that God required of them. 
He therefore fliews them with all poffible plainnefs, that the thing 
God infilled upon was obedience, that was better than facrifice. He 
faid, Obey ?ny voice, ver. 4. and again, ver. 7. Obey my voice. 
Own God for your mafter, give up yourfelves to him as his fub~ 
je£ts and fervants : attend to all the declarations of his mind and 
will, and make confciencc of complying with them. Do my com- 
mandments, not only in fome things, but according to all which 
I command you ; make conference of moral duties efpecially, and 
reft not in thofe that are merely ritual : Hear the words of the 
covenant^ and. do them. 

(1.) This was the original contract between God and them, 

when he firft formed them into a people. It was what he com- 

ynanded their fathers, when he firft brought ihe/n forth out of the 

land of Egypt, ver. 4. and again, ver. 7. He never intended to 

take them under his conduit and protection upon any other 

terms. This was it that he required from them, in gratitude 

for the great things he did for them, when he brought them 

from the iron furnace. Therefore he redeemed them out of the 

fervice of the Egyptians, which was perfe& flavery, that he 

might take them into his own fervice, which is perfedt free- 
dom, Luke i. 74, 75. 

(2.) This was not only laid before them then, but it was 
with the greateft importunity imaginable prefled upon them, ver. 7, 
God not only commanded, but earnejlly protefted it to their fa- 
thers, when he brought them into covenant with himfelf. Mofes 

inculcated it again and again, by precept upon precept, and line 
upon line. 

(3.) This was made the < condition of the relation between 
them and God, which was fo much their honour and privilege, 
Sof?allye be my people, and 1 will be your God ; I will own you 
for mine, and you may call upon me as yours ; which intimates, 
that if they refufed to obey, they could no longer claim the 
benefit of the relation. 

^ (4.) It was upon thefe terms that the land of Canaan was 
given them for a poflefiion ; Obey my voice, that I may perform 
the oath fworn to your fathers, io give them a land flowing with 
milk and honey, ver. 5. God was ready to fulfil the promife, 
but then they muft fulfil the condition ; if not, the promife is 
void, and it is juft with God to turn them out of poflefiion* 
Being brought in upon their good behaviour, they had no wrong 
done them if they were turned out upon their ill behaviour. 
Obedie?ice was the rent referved by the Jeafe, with a power to 
re-enter for non-payment. 

(5.) This obedience was not only made a condition of the 
blefiing, but was required under the penalty of a curfe. This 
is mentioned firft here, ver. 3. .that they might if pofiible be 
awakened by the terrors of the Lord, Curfed be the matt, though 
it were but a fingle perfon, that obeys not the words of this cove- 
nant, much more when it is the body of the nation that rebels- 
There are curfes of the covenant as well as bleflings ; and Mofes 
fet before them not only life and good, but death and evil* 
Deut. xxx. 15. So that they had fair warning given them of 
the fatal confequences of difobedience. 

(6.) Left this covenant fhould be forgotten, and becaufe out 
of mind fliould be thought out of date, God had from time to 
time called to them to remember it, and by his fervants the 
prophets had made a continual claim of this rent ; fo that they 
could not plead in excufe of their non-payment, that it had 
never been demanded ; from the day he brought them out of 
Egypt to this day, (and that was near 1000 years) he had been 
in one way or other, at fundry times and in divers manners, pro- 
tejling io them the neceffity of obedience. God keeps an ac- 
count how long we have enjoyed the means of grace, and how 
powerful thofe means have been ; how often we have been not 
only fpoken to, but proiefled to concerning our duty. 

(7.) This covenant was confented to, ver. 5. Then anfwered 1^ 
and faid, Amen, fo be it, O Lord. Thefe are the words of the 
prophet, exprefiing either, (1.) His own confent to the cove- 
nant for himfelf, and his defire to have the benefit of it. God 
promifed Canaan to the obedient ; Lord, faith he, I take thee at: 
thy word, I will be obedient : let me have mine inheritance ia 
the land of promife, of which Canaan is a type. Or, (2.) His 
good will and good wifh, that his people might have the be-p 
nefit of it 5 Amen. Lord, let them ftill be kept in poflefiion of 
this good land, and not turned out of it; make good the promife 
to them. Or, (3.) His people's confent to the covenant 5 then 
anfwered I, in the name of the people, fo be ft. Taking it in, 
this fenfe, it refers to the declared confent, wfeich the people 





gave to the covenant* hot only to the precepts of it, when 
they faid, All that the Lord /hall fay unto us we will do, and 
will be obedient 5 but to the penalties, when they faid Amen to 
all the curfes upon mount Ebal. The more folertinly we have 
engaged our felves to God, the more reafon we have to hope 
that it will be perpetual, and yet here it did not prove fo. 

3 . He chargeth them with breach of covenant, fuch a breach 
as amounted to a forfeiture of their charter, ver. 3. God had 
faid again and again by his law, and by his prophets, Obey my 
voice, do as you are bidden, and all {hall be well, yet they obeyed 
not ; and becaufe they were refolved not to fubmit their fouls to 
God's commandments, they would not fo much as incline their 
ears to them, but got as far as they could out of call; they 
walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart, followed 
their own inventions* every man did as his fancy and humour 
Jed him, right or wrong, lawful or unlawful* both in their de- 
votions and in their converfations ; fee chap. viu 24. And what 
then can they expe£t, but to fall under the* curie of the cove- 
nant, fince they would not comply with the commands and 
conditions of it ? therefore I will bring upon them all the words 
cf this covenant, i. e. all the threatnings contained in it, becaufe 
they did not 'what they were co?nma?ided. Note, The words of 
the covenant {hall not fall to the ground. If we do not by 
our obedience qualify our felves for the bleflings of it, we 
fhall by our difobedience bring our felves under the curfes 

of it. 

And that which aggravated their defe&ion from God, and 
rebellion againft him was, that it was general, and as it were 
by co7ifent, ver. 9, 10. Jeremiah himfelf faw that many lived in 
open difobedience to God, but the Lord told him the matter 
was worfe than he thought of 5 a con/piracy is found among 
them, by him whofe eye is upon the hidden works of darknefs. 
There is a combination againft God and religion, a dangerous 
defign formed to overthrow God's government, and bring in 
the pretenders, the counterfeit deities. This intimates, that 
they were wilful and deliberate in wickednefs ; they rebelled 
againft God, not through incogitancy, but prefumptuoufly, and 
with a high hand ; that they were fubtle and ingeniozis in wick- 
ednefs, and carried on their plot againft religion with a great 
deal of art and management ; that they were linked together in 
the defigns, and, as is ufual among confpirators, engaged to 
fland by one another in it, and to live and die together 5 they 
were refolved to go through with it. A curfed confpiracy ! O 
that there were not the like in our day ! Obferve, (1.) What the 
confpiracy was: they defigned to overthrow divine revelation, 
and fet that afide, and perfwade people not to hear, not to heed, 
the words of God. They did all they could to derogate from the 
authority of the fcriptures, and to leflen the value of them : 
they deligned to draw people after other gods .to ferve them, to 
confult them as their oracles, and make court to them as their 
benefactors. Human reafon fhall be their God, a light within 
their God, an infallible judge their God, faints and angels their 
gods, the god of this or the other nation {hall be theirs ; thus 
-under feveral difguifes they are in the fame confederacy againft 
the Lord and againft his anointed, (z.) Who were in the con- 
fpiracy one would have expected to find fome foreigners 
ring-leaders in it. No, (1.) The inhabitants of Jerufalem are 
in confpiracy with the men of yudah , city and country agree 
in this, however they muft differ in other things. (2.) Thofe 
of this generation feem to be in confpiracy with thofe of the 
foregoing generation, to carry on the war from age to age a- 
gainft religion ; They are turned back to the iniquities of their 

fore-fathers, and are rifen up in their ftead a feed of evil doers, 
an increafe of finful men, Numb, xxxii. 14. In Jofiah's time 
there had been a reformation, but after his death they returned 
to the idolatries which then they had renounced. (3.) Judah 
and Ifrael, the kingdom of the ten tribes and the two, that 
were often at daggers drawing one with another, yet were 
in a confpiracy to break the covenant God had made with their 
fathers, even with the heads of all the twelve tribes. The 

• houfe of Ifrael began the revolt, but the houfe of Judah foon 
came into the confpiracy. Now what elfe could be expected, but 

k that God fhould take fevere methods, both for the chaftifino* of 

, thefe confpirators, and the crufhing of this confpiracy 5 for none 
ever hardened his heart thus againft God, and profpered. He 
that rolleth this ftone, it will return upon him. 



I 



be 



11. f Therefore thus faith the LORD, Behold, 
will bring evil upon them which they ihall not 
able to efcape 5 and though they fhall cry unto me, I 
.will not hearken unto them. 12. Then fhall the cities 



Judah, and inhabitants of Terufa! 



and 



cry 



unto the gods unto whom they offer incenfe 5 but they 
lhall not fave them at all in the time of their trouble. 
13. For according to the number of thy cities were thy 
gods, O Judah 5 and according to the number of the 

Itreets of Jerufalem, have ye fet up altars to that 



lhameful thing, even altars to burn incehfe unto B 
14. Therefore pray not thou for this people, 'heiche'Hr 
lip a cry or prayer for them : for I will hot hear th 



in the time that they cry unto me for their troubl 
15. What hath my beloved to do in mine houfe r e - 
ihe hath wrought lewdnefs with many ? and the JW 



15. What ... ^ 

flefli is pa/Ted from thee : when thou doefl: evi£ 
thou rejoiced. 16. The LORD called thy name ? 
green olive-tree, fair and of goodly fruit : with \t 
noife of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon 
and the branches of it are broken. 17. For the L,ORr! 
of hofts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil 
gainft thee, for the evil of the houfe of Ifrael 
of the houfe of Judah, which they have done againft 

themfelves to provoke me to anger, in* offering incenfe 
unto Baal. 



This paragraph, ' which" contains fo much of . God's Wrat/T 
might very well be expe&ed to follow upon that which goes next 
before, which contained fo much of his peoples fin. When 
God found fo much evil a?nong them, we cannot think it ftran& 
if it follows. Therefore I will bri?ig evil upon them, ver. u. t jj« 
evil of punifhment for the evil of fin, and there is no remedy* 
no relief, the decree is gone forth, and the fentence wiUbeexi' 
cuted. 

1. They cannot help themfelves, but will be found too weak to 
conteft with God's judgments ; it is evil which they Jhall not ft 
able to efcape, or to go forth out of, by any evafion whatfoever. 
Note, Thofe that will not fubmit to God's government, fhall 
riot be able to efcape his wrath. There is no fleeing from 
juftice, no avoiding his cognizance. Evil purfues finners, and 
entangles them in fnares out of which they cannot extricate 
themfelves. 

2. Their God will not help them, his providence {hall no wajr 
favour them, thf they Jhall cry unto me, I will ?tot hearken unit 
them. In their affliction they will feek the God whom before 
they flighted, and cry to him whom before they would not 
vouchfafe to fpeak to. But how can they eKpecl to fpeed? 
For he has plainly told us, that he that turns away his ears 
from hearing the law, as they did, ver. S. for they inclined nut , 
their ear, even their prayer fhall be an abomination to him, as \ 
the Word of the Lord was now to them a reproach. 

3. Their idols fhall not help them, ver. 1 z. They fhall go and \ 
cry to the gods to who?n they now offer incenfe, and put them in j 
mind of the coftly fervices wherewith they had honoured them, 
expe&ing they fhould now have relief from them, but in vain; 
they fhall be fent to the gods whom they ferved, Judg. x. 4. 
Deut. xxxii. 37, 38. and what the better? They Jl all not fave thm 
at all, fhall do nothing towards their falvation, nor give them 
any profpecSt of it 5 they fhall not afford them the lcaft com- 
fort or relief, or mitigation of their trouble. It is God only 
that is a friend at need, a prefent powerful help in time of 
trouble. The idols cannot help themfelves, how then fhould 
they help their worfhippers ? Thofe that make idols of the world 
and the flefh, will in vain have recourfe to them in a day 1 
of diftrefs. If the idols could have done any real klndnek to 
their worfhippers, they would have done it for this people, who jj 
had renounced the true God to embrace them, had multiplied ? 
them according to the number of their cities, ver. 1 3 . nay, in J 
Jerufalem, according to the number of their Jlreets y fufpecting both ! 
their fufficiency and their readinefs to help them, they muft have 5 
many, left a few would not ferve ; they muft have them difperfed I 
in every corner, left they fhould be out of the way when they | 
had occafion for them. In Jerufalem, the city which God had" 
chofen to put his name, there, publickly in the flreets of Jeru- 
falem, in every ftreet they had altars to that fhameful thing, 
thztjhame, even to Baal, which they ought to have beenaftamedjj 
of, with which they did reproach the Lord, and bring confufi- 
on upon themfelves- But now in their diftrefs their many 
gods, and many altars, fhould ftand them in no ftead. Note, 
Thofe that will not be afhamed of their commiffion of fin as a 
wicked thing, will be afhamed of their expectations from fin »\ 
a fruitlefs thing. ' fi 

4. Jeremiah's prayers fhall not help the??z, ver. 1 4. what G 
had faid to him before, chap. vii. 1 6. he here faith again, pr'4 { 
not thou for this people. This is not defigned for a command w 
the prophet, fo much as for a threatning to the people, that theyj 
fhould have no benefit by the prayers of their friends for thefl?^ 
God would give no encouragement to the prophets to pray ^ 
them, would not ftir up the Spirit of prayer, but caft a damp, 
upon it, would put into their hearts to pray not for the boify 
of the people, but for the remnant among them, to pray 
their eternal falvation, not for their deliverance from the tem 
poral judgments that were coming upon them : and what othe 
prayers were put up for them fhould not be heard. Thofe a" 
in a fad cafe indeed that are cut off from the benefit of pra)^ 
1 will not hear them zohen they cry, and therefore do .not th 

pray for them. Note, Thofe that have fo far" thrown the m 

fclv 




AM 



Chap. XI 



Chap. XI 




, , «nt of God's favour, that he will not hear their prayers, 

/elves ou the rs of others for the m. 

cannot expec ^ ofxreU gion, fhall ftand them i 

^ ver. 15. They were originally God's beloved. 



in 

his 



7W 



fpou 



' £ he was married to them by the covenant of peculiarity, 
the unbelieving Jews are faid to be beloved for the fathers 



r? Rom xi. 28. As fuch they had a place in God's boufe 

•' Emitted to worfhipin the courts of his temple, th 
were adnucrea w r „ _ , . • 



did eat of the flefh of their peace- 



flcjh, which God had the honour 
°f r 3%hey^had the comfort of. This they gloried in, and 
fted to • What harm could come to thofe who were God s 
Mwed who were under the protection of his houfe? Even 
hen they did evil, yet they rejoiced and gloried in this, made 
mighty noife of this : And when their evil was, fo the mar- 

* reads it, when trouble came upon them they rejoiced in 
g r and made this their confidence : But their confidence 

ould deceive them, for God has rejefled it, they themfelves 
Ling; forfeited the privileges they fo much boafted of: They 
Le wrought lewdnefs with many, have been guilty of fpiritual 
whoredomt have worfhipped many idols. And therefore, (1.) 
God's temple will yield them no protection, it is fit the adul- 
terefs efpecially when fhe has fo oft repeated her whoredoms, 
and is grown fo impudent in them, and irreclaimable, fhould 
be put away, and turned out of doors; What has my beloved 
to do in my houfe? She is a fcandal to it, and therefore ^ it 
fhall be no longer a fhelter to her. (2.) God's altar will yield 
them no fatisfaclion, nor can they expect any comfort from 
that : the holy flejh is paffed from thee, i. e. an end will foon 
be put to thy facrifices, when the temple fhall be laid in ruins ; 
and where then will the holy flefh be, thou art fo proud of ? 
j\ holy heart will be a comfort to us when the holy flejlo is 
pffM f rom us 5 an * nwar< * principle of grace will make up 
ill want of the outward means of grace : But wo unto us 
if the departure of the holy flejh be accompanied with the 
departure of the holy Spirit. 

6. God's former favours to them fhall ftand them in no ftead, 
wr. *7* Their remembrance of them fhall be no com- 

' fort to them under their troubles, and God's remembrance of 
them fhall be no argument for their relief. (1.) It is true 
God had done great things fir the?rr, that people had been 

: favourites above any people under the fun, they had been the 
darlings of heaven, God had called IfraeFs name, a green olive- 

. tree, and had made them fo, for he mifcals nothing; he had 

■: planted them, ver. 17. had formed them into a people, with 

• ; all the advantages they could have to make them a fruitful 
" and flourijhing people, fo good was their law, and fo good was 
r their land. One would think no other, but that a people fo 
: planted, fo watered, fo cultivated, fhould be, as the olive-tree 

■ ! is, ever green, in refpect both of piety and profperity, Pfal. lii. 

■ 8. God called them fair, and of goodly fruit ; both good for 
. : food, and pleafant to the eye ; both amiable and ferviceable to 
:;: God and man, for with the greennefs and fatnefs of the olive 
V both are honoured, Judg. ix. 9. (2.) It is as true that they 

• have done /// things again/1 God ; lie had planted them a green 

• olive, a good olive, but they were degenerated into a wild 
{ dive, Rom. xi. 17. Both the houfe of Ifrael and the houfe of 
: Judah had done evil, had provoked God to anger in burning 
\ incenfe unto Baal, fetting up other mediators between them and 

I the fupreme God befide the promifed Meffiah ; nay, fetting up 
other gods in competition with the true and living God, for 
\: they had gods % many, as well as lords many. (3.) When they 
» have carried themfelves fo ill, they can expect no other, but 
j that notwithflanding what good he hath both done to them, and 
defined for them, he fhould now bring upon them the evil he 
• bath pronounced againft the?n. He that made them will not 
» M* them. He that planted this green olive-tree, and expected 



fruit from it, finding it barren and grown wild, hath kindled 
[fa upon it, to burn it as it ftands, 
\ is twice dead, plucked up by the roots, 
l andcaj} into the fire, the fitreft pla< 



for being without fruit, it 
Jude 12. it is cut down, 
m ace for trees that cumber 
?tiw ground, Mat. i If. 10. The* branches of it, the high and 
[Hty boughs, fo the word fignifies, are broken, are broken down, 
\ «>th princes and priefts cut off. And thus it proves, that the 
. evil done againft God to provoke him to anger, is really done 
r a £ainjl themfelves, they wrong their own fouls-, God is out of 
i Jneir reach, but they ruin themfelves. See chap. vii. 19. Note, 
I f ver y fin againft God is a fin againft ourfelves, and fo it will 
j be found fooner or later. 



f And the LORD hath given me knowledge 
°fjt> and I know it, then thou fhewedft me their 
. 01n gs, 19, But I was like a lamb, or an ox that is 
taught ^ to the daughter, and I knew not that chey 
l devifed devices againft me, faying, Let us deftroy 
j e tree w ^h the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off 
0ni ^ e land of the living, that his name may be no 

™ remembred. 20. But, O LORD of hofts, 

No. hdi. 



that judgeft righteoufly, that trieft the reins and the 
heart, let me fee thy vengeance on them; for unto 
thee have I revealed my caufe. 21. Therefore thus 
faith the LORD of the men of Anathoth that feek 
thy life, faying, Prophefy not in the name of the 
LORD, that thou die not by our hand : 22. There- 
fore thus faith the LORD of hofts, Behold, I will 
punifh them ; the young men fhall die by the fword, 
their fons and their daughters fhall die by famine* 
23. And there lhall be no remnant of them, for I 
will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even the 
year of their vifitation. 



s 



The prophet Jeremiah hath much in his writings concern- 
ing himfelf, much more than Ifaiah had, the times he lived in 
being very troublefome. Here we have (as it fhould feem) the 
beginning of his forrows, which arofe from thofe of his own city, 
Anathoth, a priefts city, and yet a malignant one. Obferve 
here, 

1. Their plot againft him, ver. ig. They devifed devices 
againfl him, laid their heads together to contrive how they 
might be in the moft plaufible and effectual manner the death 
of him. Malice is ingenious in its devices, as well as indu- 
ftrious in its profecutions. They faid concerning Jeremiah, Let 
us deflroy the tree with the fruit thereof', a proverbial expreftion ; 
Let us utterly deftroy him, root and branch: Let us deftroy 
both the father and the family, as when Naboth was put to 
death for treafon, his fons were put to death with him. Or 
rather, both the prophet and the prophecy ; let us kill the one, 
and defeat the other : Lei us cut him off from the la?id of the 
living, as a falfe prophet, and load him with ignominy and 
difg race, that his ?ia?ne may be no ?nore remembred with refpect. 
Let us fink his reputation, and fo fpoil the credit of his pre- 
dictions. This was their plot ; and, (1.) It was a barbarous one ; 
but fo cruel have the perfecutors of God's prophets been : They 
hunt fir no lefs than the precious life, and very precious the lives 
are that they hunt for. But, (2.) It was a baffled one. They 
thought to put an end to his days, but he furvived moft of his 
enemies 5 they thought to blaft his memory, but it lives to thi 
day, and will be blefled while time lafts. 

2. The information which God gave him of this confpiracy 
againft him. He knew nothing of it himfelf, fo artfully had 
they concealed it; he came to Anathoth, meaning no harm to 
them, and therefore fearing no harm from them, like a lamb 
or an ox, what thinks he is driven as ufual to the field, when 
he is brought to the flaughter ; fo little did poor Jeremiah dream 
of the defign his citizens that hated him had upon him : None 
of his friends could, and none of his enemies would, give him 
any notice of his danger, that he might fhift for his own fafety ; 
as Paul's lifter's fon gave him intelligence of the Jews that were 
lying in wait for him. There is but a ftep between Jeremiah 
and death ; but then the Lord has given me knowledge of it, 
by dream, or vifion, or imprellion upon his fpirit, that he 
might fave himfelf as the king, of Ifrael did upon the notice 
Elifha gave him, 2 Kings, vi. 10. Thus he came to know it 0 
God Jliews him their doings ; and fuch were their devices, that 
the difcovering of them was the defeating of them. If God had 
not let him know his own danger, it would have been improved 
by unreafonable men againft the reputation of his predictions, 
that he who foretold the ruin of his country, could not forefee 
his own peril, and avoid it. See what care God takes of his 
prophets ; he fuffers no man to do them wrong ; all the rage 
of their enemies cannot prevail to take them off, till they have 
finijhed their teftimony, God knows all the fecret defigns of his 
and his peoples enemies, and can when he pleafeth make them 
know : A bird of the air jhall carry the voice. 

5. His appeal to God hereupon, ver. 20. His eye is to 
God as the Lord of ho/Is, that judgeth righteoufly. It is matter 
of comfort to us, when men deal unjuftly with us, that we 
have a God to go to, who doth and will plead the caufe of 
injured innocency, and appear againft the injurious. God's ju- 
ftice, which is a terror to the wicked, is a comfort to the 
godly. His eye is to him, as the God that tries the reins 
and the heart ; that perfectly fees what is in man, what are 
his thoughts and intents. He knew the integrity that was in 
Jeremiah's heart, and that he was not the man they repre- 
fented him to be : He knew the wickednefs that was in their 
hearts, though never fo cunningly concealed and difguifed. 
Now, (1.) He prays judgment againft them: Let me fee thy 
vengeance on them, i. e. do juftice between me and them in 
fuch a way as thou pleafeft. Some think there was fomethirig 
of human frailty in this prayer of his ; at leaft Chrift has 
taught us another lefTon, both by his precept and pattern, 
which is to pray for our perfecutors. Others think it comes 
from a pure zeal for the glory of God, and a piou3 prophe- 
tick indignation againft men that were by profeffion priefts, 
the Lord's minifters, and yet were fo defperately wicked, as 

to fly out againft one that did them no harm, purely for the 

H fcrvice 





XII. 




E R E M I A H: 




Chap. X II 



fervice he did to God, This petition was a predi&ton that 
he fliould fee God's vengeance on them. («.) He refers himfelt 
entirely to the judgment of God ; Unto thee have I revealed 
my eaufe, \. e. To thee I have committed it, not defmng or 
cxpeAing to intereft any other in it. Note, It is our com- 
fort when* we are wronged, that we have a God to commit 
our caufe to; and our duty to commit it to him, with a 
refolution to acquiefce in his definitive fentence $ to fubfcribe, 

and not prefcribe, to him. • . 

4. Judgment given againfl: his perfecutors, the men of Ana- 
thotb. It was to no purpofe for him to appeal to the courts 
at Jerufalem, he could not have right done him there, the 
priefts there would ftand by the priefts at Anathoth, and 
rather fecond them than difcountenance them; but God will 
therefore take cognizance of the caufe himfelf, and we are fure 
his judgment is according to truth. 

Here is, u Their crime recited, on which the fentence is 
grounded, ver. 21. They fought the prophet's life, for they for- 
bid him to prophefy upon pain of death ; they were refolved 
either to filence him, or flay him. The provocation he gave 
them was his prophefying in the name of the Lord, without li- 
cence from them that were the governors of the city, which 
he was a member of; and not prophefying fuch fmooth things 
as they always befpoke. Their forbidding him to prophefy, 
was in effea fitting his life ; for it was feeking to defeat the 
end and bufinefs of his life, and to rob him of the comfort 
of it. It is as bad to God's faithful minifters to have their 
mouth flopped^ as to have their breath flopped. But efpecially 
when it was refolved, that if he did prophefy, as certainly he 
would notwithftanding their inhibition, he fhould die by their 
hand; they would be accufers, judges, executioners and all. It 
ufed to be faid, that a prophet could not perijh, but at Jerufa- 
lem, for there the great council fat ; but fo bitter were the 
men of Anathoth againfl: Jeremiah, that they would undertake 
to be the death of him themfelves. A prophet then {hall find 
not only no honour, but no favour in his own country. 

2. The fentence pafled upon them for this crime, ver. 22, 
23. God faith, / will punifo tbem\ let me alone to deal with 
them, / will vifit this upon them, fo the word is ; God will 
enquire into it, and reckon for it. Two of God's four fore 
judgments fhall ferve to ruin their town: The fword fhall 
devour their young men, though they were young priefts, not 
men of war; their character fhall not be their prote&ion. 
And famine fhall deftroy the children, fins and daughters, that 
tarry at home ; which is a more grievous death than that by 
the fword, .Lam. iv. 9. The deftru&ion fhall be final, ver. 23. 
there Jhall be no remnant of them left, none to be the feed of 
another generation; they fought Jeremiah's life, and therefore 
they fhall die; they would deftroy him root and branch, that 
his name might be no more remembred, and therefore there fhall 
be no remnant of the?n\ and herein the Lord is righteous. Thus 
evil is brought upon them, even the year of their viftation; and 
that is evil enough, a recompence according to their deferts. 
Then fhall Jeremiah fee his defire upon his enemies-. Note, 
their condition is fad, that have the prayers of good minifters 
and good people againfl them. 



CHAP. XII. 



In this chapter we have, (1.) The prophet's humble complaint to 
God of the fuccefs that wicked people had in their wicked prac- 
tices, ver. I, 2. and his appeal to God concerning his own 
integrity, ver. 3. with a prayer that God woidd for the fake 
of the publick bring the wickednefs of the wicked to an end, 
ver. 3, 4. (2.) God's rebuke to the prophet for his uneafinefs 
at his prefent troubles, bidding him prepare for greater, ver. 5 , 
6. (3.) A fad lamentation of the prefent deplorable flate of 
the Ifrael of God, ver. 7 — 13. (4.) An intimation of mercy to 
God's people in a denunciation of wrath againfl their neighbours 
that helped forward, their affliclion, that they Jhould be plucked 
out ; but with a promife, that if they would at lafl join them- 
felves with the people of God, they Jhould co?ne i?i fearers with 
them in their privileges > ver. 14 — 17. 
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The prophet doubts not but it would be of ule to o{Ji e 
to know what had pafled between God and his foul - \\C 
temptations he had been aflaulted with, and how he had gl 
over them : And therefore he here tells us, * 

1. What liberty he humbly took, and was gracloufly allowed 
him to reafon with God concerning his judgments, Ver% 
He is about to plead with God, not to quarrel with him or 
find fault with his proceedings, but to enquire into the mean- 
ing of them, that he might more and more fee reafon to \* 
fatisfied in them, and might have wherewith to anfwer 
his own and others objections againfl: them. The works or 
the Lord, and the reafons of them, are fought out evenofthofe 
that have pleafure therein, Pfal. cxi. 2. We may not ft rive with 
our Maker, but we may reafon with him. Now, (1.) The 
prophet lays down a truth of unqueftionable certainty, which 
he refolves to abide by in managing this argument, Rightists 
art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee. Thus he arms 
himfelf againfl: the temptation wherewith he was aflaulted, to 
envy the profperity of the wicked, before he entree! into 2 
parley with it. Note, When we are moft in the dark con. 
cerning the meaning of God's difpenfations, yet ftill we muft 
refolve to keep up right thoughts of God, and muft be confr 
dent of this, that he never did nor ever will do the leaft wron* 
to any of his creatures ; even when his judgments are unfearcl 
able as a great deep, and altogether unaccountable, yet his righ- 
tcoufnefs is as confpicuous and unmoveable as the great w 
tains, Pfal. xxxvi. 6. Though fometimes clouds and darhi\\ 
are round about him, yet jujlice and judgment are always the 
habitation of his throne, Pfal xcvii. 2. When we find it hard 
to underftand particular providences, we muft have recourfe to 
general truths as our firft principles, and abide by them; how- 
ever it be, the Lord is righteous, fee PfaL Ixxiii. 1. And we 
muft acknowledge it to him, as the prophet here, even when 
we plead with him, as thofe that have no thoughts of con- 
tending, but of learning, being fully aflured, that he will It 
jujlified when he fpeaks. Note, However we may fee caufe for 
our own information to plead with God, yet it becomes us to 
own, that whatever he faith or doth, he is in the right 

2. What it was in the difpenfations of divine providence 
that he ftumbled at, and that he thought would bear a debate: 
It was that which has been a temptation to many wife and 
good men, and fuch a one as they had hardly got over. (1.) 
They fee the defigns and projects of wicked people fuccefsful, 
the way of the wicked profper s 5 they compafs their malicious 
defigns, and gain their point. (2.) They fee their affairs and 
concerns in a good pofture ; they are happy, happy as the 
world can make them, tho* they deal treacheroufly * very tree- 
cheroufly, both with God and man. They are hypocrites who j 
are chiefly meant, as appears, ver. 2. who diffe?nble in their 
good profeflions, and depart from their good beginnings and 
good promifes, and in both they deal treacheroufly, very trea- 
cheroufly. It has been faid, that men cannot expect to prof- 
per, who are unjuflr and difhoneft in their dealings j but thefe 
deal treacheroufly, and yet they are happy. 

He fhews, ver. 2. both their profperity and their abufe of 
their profperity. (rj God had been very indulgent to them, 
and they were got before-hand in the world : They wphniti 
in a good land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and 
thou hafl planted them ; nay, thou didft cafl out the heathen 
to plant them, Pfal. xliv. 2. — Ixxx. 8. Many a tree d 
planted, that yet never grows, or comes to any thing; but 
they have taken root, their profperity feems to be confirmed and 
fettled 5 they take root in the earth, for there they fix them- 
felves, and thence they draw the fan of all their fatisfafiion. 
Yet many trees take root, which yet never come on; hut 1 
thefe grow, yea, they briiig forth fruit ; their families are ^ built 
up, they live high, and fpend at a great rate ; and all this was 
owing to the benignity of the divine providence, which fnw 
upon them, Pfal. lxxiii. 7. (2.) Thus God had favoured 
them, tho' they had dealt treacheroufly with him : thou art nec^ 
in their mouth, and far from their reins. This was no unchari- 
table cenfure, for he fpoke by the Spirit of prophecy, without 
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^ their hearts. The form of godlinefs fhould engage us to 
; f UD the power of it but with them it did not do fo. 
* What comfort he had in appealing to God concerning his 
n integrity, ver. 3- but thou, O Lord, knowefl me. Probably 
° wicked men he complains of were forward to reproach and 



the 



which, this was 

God 



c^fure him, chap, xvjii. 1 8. in reference to ^ 
hk comfort, that God was a witnefs of his integrity. 
t w he was not fuch a one as they were, who had God never 
'their mouths, but far from their reins ; nor fuch a one as they 
in k him to be, and reprefented him, a deceiver and a falfe 
t0 ° t j ie y that thus abufed him, did not know him, i Car. 

thou, O Lord, knowefl me, though they think me not 

(i.) Obferve what the matter is, concerning 



Note, 



the 



in 

ration, 



prophet ; 

worth their notice, , w 

which he appeals to God, thou knowefl: my heart towards thee. 

We are as our hearts are, and our hearts are good or 
bad according as they are, or are not, towards God ; and this is 
that therefore^ concerning which we fhould examine our felves, 
that we may approve our felves to God. (2.) The 
to which he appeals- Thou knowefl me better than I know my felf, 
ot by hearfay or report, for thou haji feen me, not with a tran- 
sient glance, but thou haft tried my^ heart. God's knowing of 
us is as clear, and exact, and certain, as if he had made 
10ft ftrict fcrutiny. Note, The God with whom we have to 
do perfectly knows how our hearts are towards him. He knows 
both the guile of the hypocrite, and the fincerity of the upright. 

a. He prays that God would turn his hand againft thefe 
wicked people, and not fuffer them to profper always, though 
they had profpered long. Let fome judgment come to pull 
them out of this fat patture a«s Jheep for the /laughter, that it 
may appear their long profperity was but like the feeding of 
Iambs in a large place, to prepare them for the day of faughter, 
Hof. iv. 16. God fuffered them to profper, that by their pride 
and luxury they might fill up the meafure of their iniquity, 
and fo be ripened for defiru&ion, and therefore he thinks it 
a piece of neceflary juftice, that they fhould fall into mif- 
chief themfelves, becaufe they had done fo much mifchief to 
others, that they fhould be pulled out of their land, becaufe they 
had brought ruin upon the land* and the longer they continued 
it> the more hurt they did, as the plagues of their gene- 
m, ver* 4. How long /hall the land mourn, as it doth under 
the judgments of God inflidted upon it, for the wickednefs of 
them that dwell therein? Lord, fhall they profper themfelves 
that ruin all about them? (1.) See here what the judgment was 
which the land was now groaning under. The herbs of every 
field wither, the grafs is burnt up, and all the products of the 
earth fail ; and then it follows of courfe, the beafls are confumed, 
and the birds, 1 Kings xviii. 5. This was the effect of a 
long drought, or want of rain, which happened, as it fhould 
feem, at the latter end of Jofiah's reign, and the beginning of 
Jehoiakim's, it is mentioned, chap. iii. 3. — viii. 13. — ix. 10, 
12. and more fully afterwards, chap. xiv. If they would have 
been brought to repentance by this lefler judgment, the greater 
had been prevented. Now, why was it that this fruitful land 
was turned info barrennefe, but for the wickednefs of them that 
dwelt therein ? PfaL cvii. 34. Therefore the prophet prays that 

people might die for their own fin 5 and that the 
might not fuffer for it. (2.) See here what was 
of their wickednefs : They faid, he Jhall not fee 
either God himfelf fhall not : Atheifm is the root 
therefore God is far from their reins, though near 
vi their mouth, becaufe they fay, how doth God know? Pfal. Ixxiii. 

Job xxii. 13. He knows not what way we take, nor what 
it will end in. Or, Jeremiah /hall not fee our lafl end ; whatever 
he pretends when he asks us what fhall be in the end hereof, he 
cannot himfelf forefee it: They look upon him as a falfe pro- 
phet. Or, whatever it is, he fhall not live to fee it, for we 
will be the death of him, chap. xi. 21. Note, (1.) Mens fetting 
their latter end at a great diftance, or looking upon it as un- 
certain, is at the bottom of all their wickednefs, Lam. i. 9. 
(*.) The whole creation groans under the burthen of the fin of 
:Wan, Rom. viii. 22. It is for this that the earth mourns, fb it 
ma y be read, cur fed is the ground for thy fake. 

5* He acquaints us with the anfwer God gave to thofe com- 
plaints of his, ver. 5, 6. We often find the prophets admonifhed, 
^nofe bufinefs it was to ad monifh others, as Ifa. viii. 11. Mi- 
m fters have leflbns to learn, as well as leflbns to teach, and 
^ u ft themfelves hear God's voice, and preach to themfelves. 
Jeremiah complained much of the wickednefs of the men of 
Anathoth; and that, notwithftanding that, they profpered. 
, °w this feems to be an anfwer to that complaint. (1.) It is 
x V°wed that he had caufe to complain, ver. 6. Thy brethren, the 
j«t$ of Anathoth, that are of the houfe of thy father, who 

ught tg ha ve protected thee, and pretended to do fo, even they 
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have dealt treacherou/ly with thee, have been falfe to thee and 
under colour of friendftiip, have defignedly done thee all the 
mifchief they could : they have called 
thee, raifed the mob 



a 



pie againft thee, 



thee all 
midtitude after 

upon thee, and incenfed the common peo- 
to whom they have endeavoured by all arts 
pofllble to render thee defpicable or odious, while at the fame 
time they pretended they had no defign to perfecute thee, or 
deprive thee of thy liberty : They are indeed fuch as thou 
canji not believe, though they fpeak fair words to thee : They feeru 
to be thy friends, but are really thine enemies. Note, God's 
faithful fervants muft not think it at all ftrange if their foes be 
thofe of their own houfe, Mat;, x. 36. and if thofe they expect 
kindnefs from prove fuch as they can put no confidence in, Mic. 
vii. 5. (2.) Yet he is told that he carried the matter too far. 
(1.) He laid the unkindnefe of his country-men too much to heart. 
They wearied him, becaufe it was in a la?zd of peace wherein he 
trufied, ver. 5. It was very grievous to him to be thus hated 
and abufed by his own kindred : He was difturbed in his ?nind 
by it, his fpirit was funk and overwhelmed with it, fo that he 
was in a mighty to/s and uneafinefs about it : Nay, he 
was difcouraged in his work by it, .began to be weary of prophe- 
fying, and to think of giving it up. (2.) He did not confider 
that this was but the beginning cf his for row, and he had forer 
trials yet before him 5 and whereas he fhould endeavour by a pa- 
tient bearing of this trouble, to prepare himfelf for greater; by 
his uneafinefs under this, he did but dif-fit himfelf for what 
further lay before him. 



and 



If thou hafl run zvith the fcottjien, 
they have zvearied thee, and run thee quite out of breath, then 
how zvilt thou contend with horfes ? If the injuries done him by the 



men of Anathoth made fuch 
would he do when the 



an imprefiion upoxi 
and chief 



11m 



what 

princes ana cnier priefts at Jerufaleni 
fhould fet upon him with their power, as they did afterwards, 
chap. xx. 2. — xxxii. 2. If he was fo foon tired in a land 
of peace, where there was little noife or peril, what zvoidd he do 
in the fwellings of Jordan, when that overflows all its banks, 
and frightens even lions out of their thickets, chap. xlix. 19. 
Note, (1.) While we are in this world we muft expecfl troubles 
and difficulties. Our life is a race, a warfare, we are in danger 
of being run down. (2.) God's ufual method being to begin with 
lefler trials, it is our wifdom to expe& greater than any we have 
yet met with. We may be called out to contend with horfemen^ 
and the fons of Anak may perhaps be referved for the laft en- 
counter. (3.) It highly concerns us to prepare for fuch trials, 
and to confider what we Jhould do in them. How fhall we pre- 
ferve our integrity and peace, when we come to the fwellings 
of Jordan. (4*) In order to our preparation for farther and 
greater trials, we are concerned to approve our felves well in 
prefent lefler trials, to keep up our fpirits, keep hold of the 
promife, keep in our way, with our eye upon the prize, fo run 
that we may obtain it. 

Some good interpreters underftand this as fpoken to the people 
who were very fecure, and fearlefs of the threatned judgments : 
If they have been fo humbled and impoverifhed by lefler "calami- 
ties, wafted by the Aflyrians ; if the Ammonites and Moabites 
that were their brethren, and with whom they were in league $ 
if thefe proved falfe to them, as undoubtedly they would, then 
how would they be able to deal with fuch a powerful adverfary 
as the Chaldeans would be? How would they bear up their head 
againft that invafion, which fhould come like the fwelling of 
Jordan. 
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The people of the Jews are hare marked for ruin. r. God 
is here brought in falling cut with them, and leaving them def- 
late ; and they could never have been undone if they had not pro- 
voked God to defert them. It is a terrible word that God here 

faith a 




the temple, which had 



faith, ver, 7. / have for fa ken my houfe, c 
been his palace, they had polluted it, and fo forced him out ot 
it, / have left mine heritage and will look after it.no more: 
his people that he hath taken fuch delight in, and care of, 
now thrown out of his protection. They had been the dearly be- 
loved of his foul, precious in his fight, and honourable above 
any people, which is mentioned to aggravate their fin, m re- 
turning him hatred for his love ; and their mifery, in throwing 
themfelves out of the favour of one that had.fuch a kindnefs 
for them, and to juftify God in his dealings with them, he 
fought not occafion againft them, but if they would have carried 
themfelves any thing tolerably, he would have made the beft of 
them, for they were the beloved of his foul, but they had carried 
themfelves fo that they had provoked him to give them into the 
hand of their enemies, to leave them unguarded, an eafy prey 
to thofe that bore them ill will. But what was the quarrel God 
had with a people that had been fo long dear to him ? why, 
truly they were degenerated. (1.) They were become like beafls 
of prey, which no body loves, but every body avoids and gets 
as far off from as they can, ver. 8. Mine heritage is unto me as 
a lion in the forejl. Their fins cry to heaven for vengeance 
as loud as a lion roars. Nay, they cry out againfl God in the 
threatnings and flaughter which they breathe againft his prophets, 
that fpeak to them in his name; and what is faid and done 
againft them, God takes as faid and done againft himfelf. They 
blafpheme his name, oppofe his authority, and bid defiance to 
his juftice, and fo cry out againfl him as a lion in the forefl . 
They that were the fheep of God's pajlure, are become barba- 
rous and ravenous, and as ungovernable as lions in the foreft, 
therefore I hated them : for what delight could the God of love 
take in a people that now become as roaring lions, and raging 
beafls, fit to be taken and fliot at, as a vexation and torment to 
all about them ? (2.) They were become like birds of prey, and 
therefore alfo unworthy a place in God's houfe, where neither 
beafts nor birds of prey were admitted to be offered in facrifice, 
ver. 9. Mine heritage is unto me as a bird with talons, fo fbme read 
it, and fo' the margin, they are continually pulling and pecking 
at one another, they have by their unnatural contentions made 
their country a cock-pit. Or, as a fpeckled bird, dyed, or 
fprinkled, or bedewed, with the blood of her prey ; the fhedding 
of innocent blood was Jerufalem's meafure-filling fin, and ha- 
ftened their ruin, not only as it provoked God againft them, 
but as it provoked their neighbours likewife ; for thofe that have 
their hand againfl every man, {hall have every man's hand againfl 
them, Gen. xvi. 1 2. and fo it follows here, the birds round about 
are agauifl her. Some make her a fpeckled, pied, or motley bird, 
upon the account of their mixing the fuperftitious cuftoms and 
ufages of the heathen with divine inftitutions in the worlhip of 
God ; they were fond of a party-coloured religion, and thought it 
made them fine when really it made them odious. God's turtle 

dove is no fpeckled bird. 

2. The enemies are here brought in falling upon them, and 

laying them defolate. And fome think it is upon this account 

that they are compared to a fpeckled bird, becaufe the fowl ufe 

to make a noife about a bird of an odd unufual colour : God's 

people are among the children of this world as men wondered 

at, as a fpeckled bird: but this people had by their own folly 

made themfelves fo ; and the beafls and birds are called and com- 

mifiioned to prey upon them. Let all the birds round be againfl 

her, for God has forfaken her, and with them let all the beafts 

of the field come to devour. Thofe that have made a prey of 

others, {hall themfelves be preyed upon. It did not leffen the fin 

of the nations, but very much greatned the mifery of Judah and 

Jerufalem ; that the defolation brought upon them was by order 

from heaven. The birds and beafls are perhaps called to feaft 

upon the bodies of the flain, as in St John's vifion, Rev. 

xix. 17. 

The utter defolation of the land by the Chaldean army, is 
here fpoken of as a tjiing done, fo fure, fo near was it. God 
{peaks of it as a thing which he had appointed to be done, and 
yet which he had no pleafure in, no more than in the death of 
other finners. 

1. See with what a tender affection he fpeaks of this land, not- 
withftanding the finfulnefs of it, in remembrance of his cove- 
nant, and the tribute of honour and glory he had formerly had 
from it. It is my vineyard, my portion, ?ny pleafant portion, ver. 1 o. 
Note, God has a kindnefs and concern for his church, tho* there 
be much amife in it : and his corre6Hng of it will very much 
confift with his complacency in it. 

2. See with what a tender companion he fpeaks of the defo- 
lations of this land. Many pajlors, the Chaldean generals that 
made themfelves matters of the country, and eat it up with their 
armies, as eafily as the Arabian fliepherds with their flocks eat 
up the fruits of a piece of ground that lies common, they have 
deftroyed my vineyard, without any consideration had either of 
the value of it, or my intereft in it : they have with the great- 
eft infolence and indignation trodden it under y foot ; and that 
which was a pleafant land, they have made a defolate wilder nefs. 
The deftruftion was univerfal, the whole land is made defolate, 
ver. 1 1. it is made fo by the fword of war ; the fpoilers, the 

Chaldean foJdiers are come through the plain^ upon all high places \ 

1 



they have made themfelves matters of all the natural faft * 
and artificial fortrefies, ver. iz. The fword devours f rom ° es > 
of the land to the other, all places lie expofed, and the ^ 
rous army of the invaders difperfe themfelves into every 
of that fruitful country, fo that no flefh Jhall have peace****** 
{hall be exempt from the calamity, nor be able to enio' ^ 
tranquillity. When all flefh have corrupted their way^ no ffl 
{hall have peace ; thofe only have peace that walk * aft ^ 
Spirit. J > * 

3, See whence all this mifery comes. (1.) It comes from 



difpleafure of God. 



fword 



the 



c 



ver. 12. while God's people keep clofe to him, the fword 
their prote&ors and deliverers is the fword of the Lord w j t °^ 
that of Gideon : but when they have forfaken him, fo that? 
is become their enemy, and fights againft them ; then the fa \ 
of their invaders and deftroyers is become the fword of tf 3e ^ 
witnefs this of the Chaldeans. It is becaufe of the fierce an? \ 
the Lord, ver. 13. that was it which kindled this fire a^o 
them, and made their enemies fo furious. And who may /} Gr j 
before him tvhen he is angry? (2.) It is their fin that has mad 
God their enemy, particularly their incorrigiblenefs under 
mer rebukes, ver. 11. The land ?nourns unto ?ne, the country tU 
lies defolate, doth as it were pour out its complaint before God 
and humble it felf under his hand, but the inhabitants are fo 
fenfelefs and ftupid, that none of them lays it to heart ; they 
not mourn to God* but are unaffected with his difpleafure, \vhij° 
the very ground they go upon fhames them. Note, When God's 
hand is lifted up, and men will not fee, it fhall be laid on, ad 
they {hall be made to feel, Ifa. xxvi. 11. 

4.. See how unable they fliould be to fence againft it, ver. u 
They have fown wheat, they have taken a deal of pains for their own 
fecurity, and promifed themfelves great matters from their en- 
deavours, " but it is all in vain, they Jhall reap thorns, i.e. that 
which {hall prove very grievous and vexatious to them ; infiead 
of helping themfelves, they {hall but make themfelves moreun- 
eafy : they have put themfelves to pain, both with their labour 
and with their expectation, but it fijall not profit ; they Jhall w 
prevail to extricate themfelves out of the difficulties into which 
they have plunged themfelves. They Jhall be ajhamed of y m 
revenues, that they have depended fo much upon their prepara- 
tions of war, and particularly upon their ability . to bear the 
charges of it. " 



Money 

had enough of that, but fhall be afoamed of it /for their Ji 
and gold Jhall not profit them in the day of the Lord's an*er. 

^^^^ 



14. f Thus faith the LORD againft all mine evil 
neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have 
caufed my people Ifrael to inherit, Behold, I will 
pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the houfe 
of Judah from among them. 15. And ic {hall come to 
pafs after that I have plucked them out, I will return, 
and have companion on them, and will bring them 
again every man to his heritage, and every man to his 
land. 16. And it fhall come to pafs, if they will dili- 
gently learn the ways of my people, to fwear by my 
name, The LORD liveth (as they taught my people 
to fwear by Baal) then {hall they be built in the midft 
of my people. 17. But if they will not obey, I will 
utterly pluck up, and deftroy that nation, faith the 
LORD. 
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The prophets fome times in God's name delivered meflages 
both of judgment and mercy to the nations that bordered on 
the land of Ifrael : but here is a mefTage to them all in general, 
who had in their turns been one way or other injurious to God's 
people, had either oppreffed them, or triumphed in their being 
opprefled. Obferve, 

1. What the quarrel wa3 that God had with them. They 
were his evil neighbours, ver. 14, /. e . evil neighbours to his 
church, and what they did againfl: it, he took as done againfl 
himfelf, and therefore called them his evil 7ieighbours, that flwuld 
have been neighbourly to Ifrael, but were quite otherwife. Note, 
It is often the lot of good people to live among bad neighbours, 
that are unkind and provoking to them ; and it is bad indeed 
when they are all fo. Thefe evil neighbours were the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Syrians, Edomites, Egyptians, that had been ili 
neighbours to Ifrael in helping to debauch them, and draw them 
from God ; therefore God calls them his ill neighbours, and nov/ 
they helped to make them defolate, and joined with the Chal- 
deans againft them. It is juft with God to make thofe the in- 
ftruments of trouble to us, whom we have made inftrunients 
of fin. That which God lays to their charge is, they ^ ve 
meddled with the inheritance, which I have caufed ?ny people If ^ 
to inherit, they unjuftly feized that which was none of th eir 
own ; nay, they facrilegiouily turned that to their own ufe, 
which was given to God's peculiar people. He that faid, Tf ci7 
not my anointed ; faid alfo, Touch not their inheritance \ it is at 
your peril if you do. Not only the pcrfons, but the eftates o» 

God's people are taken under his protedion. 
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What 
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What courfe he would take , with them, (i.) He would 
\ nowerthey had got over his people, krid force tKem 
k tne p_ - • — t — :h ^farf ^fefafr from 

a great favour to Goers people^ who 



had been detained and made prifbners: but a 

who would be like a lion 



fcreaK r 5ftitution. * I will j>/af£ the houfe bf Judah from 

t0 *lthem, which would be — ^~ - 

uar been taken .captive by them, or when they fled to 

kad el ^ iter * T T — .j JnJ A ^^:r^««^. u,,* „ 

theI ? mortification to their enemies, 
S -r inted of his prey. . The houfe of Judah either caniiot, or 
difapp 0 ma { ce anv bold ftruggles towards their own liberty, 
'will no , w j t j 1 a g rac ious violence pluck them dut^ tvili by 
"rit compel them to com6 bur, and by his power compel 
jjj s bpir^ ^Q. ers to j et them go^ as he plucked Ifrael out of 



it I / ^ a 

hev had been inftrumental to bring Upon his people, / will 
j /* .7 z™/ Judgment began at the houfe of 



3 



their - -j would bring upon them the fame calamities 

Jgypt. [**)_ . . n , t_: T _ r _ ♦// 

'^k$m** °f their W - 

f . it did not end there, Nebuchadnezzar, when he had 
fted the land of Ifrael, turned his hand againft their evil 
^vhbours, and was a fcourge to them. 

ne '° What mercy God had in ftore for fuch of them as would 
* themfelves to him, and become his people, vert 15, 16. 
Thev had drawn in God's backlliding people to join, with them 
the fervice of idols. If now they would be drawn by a re- 
rninff people, to join with them in the fervice of the true and 
V'ine God, they fhould not only have their enmity to the 
eonle of God forgiven them, but the diftance which they had 
teen kept . at before fhould be removed, and they fhould be re- 
ared to ftand upon the fame level with the Ifrael of God ; 
which had its accomplifhment in part, when after the return 

many of the. people of the lands that had 



in 



out of captivity, 

been ill neighbours to Ifrael, became Jews; and was to have 
its accomphfh ment in the converfion of the Gentiles to the 

Let not Ifrael, tho* injured by them, be im- 



faith of Chrift. # 
placable towards them, for God is not. 

in juftice for their fins, and in jealoufy for the honour 

and have 



After that I have plucked 



, ihem out, 

of Ifrael, I will return, will change my way, 
■ - faffw on them. 



com- 



Tho' being heathen they can lay no claim to 
the mercies of the covenant, yet they fhall have benefit by the 

as the 



• - 



they 



compaffions of the Creator, who will look upon them 
work of his hands however. Note, God's controversies with 
his creatures, tho* they cannot be difputed, yet may be accom- 
modated. Thofe who (as thefe here) have been not only ftran- 
gers, but enemies in their minds by wicked works, may be recon- 
ciled, Col i. zi. Obferve here, 

(1.) What were the terms on which God would fhew favour 
to them : It is always provided, that they will diligently learn the 
imp of my people. That' is in general; the ways that 
walk in when they carry it as my people, not the crooked ways 
into which they have turned afide ; the ways which my people 
are clire&ed to take. Note, (1.) There are good ways that are 
peculiarly the ways of God's people, which however they may 
differ in the choice of their paths, they are all agreed to walk 
in. The ways of holinefs and heavenly-mi ndednefs, of love 
and peaceable nefs ; the ways of prayer and fabbath-fandlification, 
and diligent attendance on inftituted ordinances, thefe and the 
like are the ways of God's people. (2,) Thofe that would have 
their lot with God's people, and their laft end like theirs, muft 
ham their ways, and walk in them 5 muft obferve the rule they 
walk by, and conform to that rule, and the fteps they take by 
that rule, and go forth by thofe footfteps. By an intimate con- 
vention with God's people, they muft learn to do as they do. 
(3.) It is impoffible to learn the ways of God's people as they 
fhould be learned, without a great deal of care and pains : we 
muft diligently obferve thefe ways, and diligently oblige our- 

look diligeiitly, Heb. xii. 15. and work 




to walk irt them 
, Luke xiii. 25. 
honour to God's name* 
him. They muft learn 



In particular, they muft learn to give 
by making all their folemn appeals to 
to fay, The Lord liveth, to own him, 
and to adore him, and to abide by his judgment ; as they taught 
my people to fwear by Baal. It was bad enough that they did 
themfelves fwear by Baal, worfe that they taught others, and 
"worft of all that they taught God's own people, who had been 
better taught : and yet if they will at length reform, they fhall 
be accepted. Obferve, (1.) We muft not defpair of the conver- 
sion of the worft ; no not of thofe who have been inftrumental 
to pervert and debauch others ; even they may be brought to 
repentance, and if they be, fhall find mercy. (2.) Thofe whom 
^e have been induftrious to draw to that which is evil, when 
vrod opens their eyes and ours, we fhould be as induftrious to 
follow in that which is good. It will be a holy revenge upon 
ourfelves to become pupils to thofe in the way of duty, to whom 
We have been tutors in the way of fin. (3.) The converfion 
°» the deceived may prove a happy occafion of the converfion 
cyen of the deceivers. Thus they who fell together into the 
"itch, arc fometimes plucked together out of it. 

(2.) What fhould be the tokens and fruits of this favour, 
when they return to God, and God to them. (1.) They fhall 
be reftored to, and re-eftabltfhed in their own land, ver. 1 5. / 
toff* them again every man to his heritage. The fame hand 

that plucked them up, fhall plant them again. (2.) They fhall 
become entitled to the fpiritual privileges of God's Ifrael. If 
tney will be towardly* and learn the ways of my people, 
ho. Ixii. 



will 



Chap, XIII 



conform themfelves to the rules, and con Ene themfelves to the 
reftramts of God's family, then fhall they be built in the^J % 
ny .people, They fhall not only be brought among tS t 
hay© ai name and a place in the houfe of the Lord, where there 
was a court for the Gentiles, but they fhall be built amon* them • 
they fhall unite with them, the former enmities fhall be flain* 
They fhall be both edified and fettled among them. See Ifa\ 
Ivi. 5, 6, 7. Note,- They that diligently learn the ways of 
God!s people, fhall enjoy the privileges and comforts of his 
people. 

4. What fliould become of thofe that were ftill wedded to 
their own evil ways, yea tho' many of thofe about them turned 
to the Lord, ver. 17. If 'they will not obey, if any of them con- 
tinue to ftand it out, / will utterly pluck up and deflroy that na- 
tion, that family, that particular perfon, faith the Lord. Thofe 
that.will not be ruled by the grace of God, fhall be ruined by 



the juftice of Qod. ^ And if difobedient nations fhall be deftroyed, 
much more difobedient churches, from whom better things are 
expe&ed. 



CHAP, XIII. 



Still the prophet is attempting to awaken this fecure and JIuhbGm 
people to repentance, by the confideration of the judgments of God 
that were coming upon them. He is to tell them, (l.) By the 
ftgn of a girdle fp oiled, that their pride foouhl be Jlained, ver. 
1 — 11. (2.) By the jign of bottles filled with zuine, that their 

counfels fhould be blafled, ver. 12 — 14. (3.) In conftderation 
hereof he is to call them to repent, and humble themfelves^ ver. 
15 — zi. ^4.) He is to convince them that it is for their obfti- 
nacy and incorrigiblenefs that the judgments of God a?'e fo pro- 
longed, and brought to extremity, ver. 22 — 27. 



% 

r. nnHUS faith the LORD unto me, Go, and 
jL get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon 
thy loyns, and put it not in water. 2. So I got a 
girdle, according to the word of the LOR D, and 



And the word of the 



put it on my loyns. 3. 
LORD came unto me the fecortd time, faying, 
4. Take the girdle that thou haft got, which is upon 
thy loyns, and arife, go to Euphrates, and hide ic 
there in a hole of the rock. 5. So I v/ent and hid 
ic by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me. 
6. And it came to pafs after many days, that the 
LORD faid unto me, Arife, go to Euphrates, and 
take the girdle from thence, which I commanded 
thee to hide there. 7. Then I went to Euphrates, 
and digged, and took the girdle from the place 
where I had hid it 5 and behold, the girdle was mar- 
red, it was profitable for nothing. 8. Then the word 
of the LORD came unto me, faying, 9. Thus 
faith the LORD, After this manner will I mar the 
pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerufalem, 
10. This evil people which refufe to hear my words, 
which walk in the imagination of their heart, and 
walk after other gods to ferve them, and to worlhip 
them, lhall even be as this girdle, which is good for 
nothing. 11. For as the girdle cleaveth to the loyns 
of a man ; lb have I caufed to cleave unto me the 
whole houfe of Ifrael, and the whole houfe of Judah, 
faith the LORD; that they might be unto me for 
a people, and for a name, and for a praife, and for 
a glory : but they would not hear. 



. Here is 1. A fign, the marring of a girdle, which the pro- 
phet had worn for fome time, by hiding it in a hole of a rock, 
near the river Euphrates. It was ufual with the prophets to 
teach by figns, that a ftupid unthinking people might be 
brought to confider and bdieve, and be affected with what was 
thus fet before them. (1.) He was to wear a linen girdle for 
fome time, ver. 1, 2. Some think he wore it under his clothes, 
becaufe it was linen, and is faid to cleave to his hins 9 ver. if. 
It fhould rather feem to be worn upon his clothes, for it was 
worn for a name and a praife, and probably was a fine fafh, 
fuch as officers wear, and fuch as are commonly worn at this 
day in the eaftern nations. He muft not put it in water, but 
wear it as it was, that it might be the fironger, and lefs likely 
to rot : linen waftes almoft as much with wafhing as with wear- 
ing. Being not wet, it was the more ftiff, and lefs apt to ply, 

yet he muft make a fhift to wear it. Probably it was very fine 
zz l linen 



r 




I 



linen, which will-wear long without wafting. The prophet, 
like John BaptiC was none of thofe that wore foft^ clothing, 
and therefore it would be the more ftrange to fee hirh with a 
linen girdle on* who probably ufed to wear a leathern one. 
(2.) After he had worn this linen girdle for fome tinie* he rriuft 
go and hide it in a hole of a rock, (ver. 4.) by the water's fide, 
where* when the water was high, it would be wet, and when it 
fell, would grow dry again, and by that means would foon rot, 
fooner. than if it wefe always wet, or always dry. (3.) After 
many days, he muft go look for it, and he fhould find it quite 
fpoiled, gone all m to rags^ and good for nothing, ver. 7- ' I fc has 
been of old a queftion among interpreters, whether this was really 
done, fo as to be feen and obferved by the people ; or only in a 
dream or vifion, fo as to go no farther than the prophet's own 
mind. It feems hard to imagine that the prophet fhould be fent 
on two fuch long journies as to the river Euphrates, each of 
which would take him up fome weeks time, when he could fo 
ill be /pared at home : and for that reafon moft incline to think 
the journey at leaft was only in vifion, like that of Ezekiel, 
from the captivity in Chaldea to Jerufalem, Exek. viii. 3. and 
from thence back to Chaldea, chap. xi. 24. And the explana- 
tion of this fign is only given to the prophet himfelf, vet\ 8. 
not to the people, the fign not being publick. But there being, 
it is probable, at that time great conveniences of travelling be- 
tween Jerufalem and Babylon, and fome part of Euphrates be- 
ing not fo far off, but that it was made the utmoft border of 
the land of promife, Jofl). i. 4. I fee no inconvenience in fup- 
pofing the prophet to have made two journies thither ; for it 
is exprefsly faid, he did as the Lord com?nanded him. And thus 
gave a fignal proof of his obfequioufnefs to his God, to fhame 
the ftubbornnefs of a difobedient people: and the toil of his jour- 
ney would be very proper to fignify both the pains they took to 
corrupt themfelves with their idolatries, and the fad fatigue of 
their captivity : and Euphrates being the river of Babylon which 
was to be the place of their bondage, was a material circum- 
france in this fign. 

2. The thing fignified by this fign. The prophet was wil- 
ling to be at any .coft and pains to affe£r. this people with the 
word of the Lord : minifters muft fpend and be fpent for the 

good of fouls. We have the reddition of this fign, ver. 9, 
10, 11. 

The people of Ifrael had been to God as this girdle, in two 
refpedis. (1.) He had taken them into covenant and commu- 
nion with himfelf. As the girdle cleaveth very clofe to the loins 
of a man, and furrounds him, fo have I caujed to cleave to me 
the houfes of Ifrael and Judah. They were a people near to 
God, Pfal. cxlviii. ult. they were his own, a peculiar people to 
him; a kingdom of priefts that had accefs to him above other 
nations. He caufed them to cleave to him by the law he gave 
them, the prophets he fent among them, and the favours which 
In his providence he fhewed them. He required their ftated at- 
tendance in the courts of his houfe, and the frequent ratifica- 
tion of their covenant with him by facrifices : thus they were 
made fo to cleave to him, that one would think they could ne- 
ver have been parted. (2.) He had herein defigned his own 
honour, when he took them to be to him for a people, it was 
that they might be to him for a na?ne, and for a praife, and for 
a glory \ as a girdle is an ornament to a man, and particularly 
the curious girdle of the ephod was to the high-prieft for glory a?zd 
for beauty. Note, Thofe whom God takes to be to him for a 
people, he intends to be to him for a praife. (l.) It is their 
duty to honour him, by obferving his inftitutions, and aiming 
therein at his glory, and thus adorning their profefllon. (2.) It 
is their happinefs that he reckons himfelf honoured in them, 

them. He is pleafed with them, and glories in his 
to them, while they behave themfelves as becomes his 
He was pleafed to take it among the titles of his ho- 
be the God of Ifrael, even a God to Ifrael, 1 Chron. 
xvii. 24. In vain do we pretend to be to God for a people, if 
We be not to him for a praife. 

2. They had by their idolatries and other iniquities loofed 
themfelves from him, thrown themfelves at a diftance, robbed 
him of the honour they owed him, buried themfelves in the 
earth, and foreign earth too, mingling themfelves among the 
nations, and were fo fpoiled and corrupted that they were good 
for nothing : they could no more be to God, as they were defi°-n- 
ed for a name and a praife, for they woidd not hear, neither their 
duty to do it, nor their privilege to value it, they refufed to hear 
the words of God, by which they might have been kept ftill 
cleaving clofe to him 5 they zvalked in the imagination of their 
heart, wherever their fancy led them ; and denied themfelves 
no gratification they had a mind to, particularly in their worfhip; 
they would not cleave to God, but walked after other gods to ferve 
them, and to zvorjhip them; they doted upon the gods of the 
heathen nations that lay towards Euphrates, fo that they were 
quite fpoiled for the fervice of their own God, and were as this 
girdle, this rotten girdle, a difgrace to their profeflion, and not 
an ornament. And a thoufand pities it was that fuch a girdle 

fhould be fo fpoiled, that fuch a people fhould fo wretchedly de- 
generate* 



and by 
relation 
people, 
nour to 



. 3. God would by his judgments feparate 
fend them into 



d by his judgments feparate them from v 
captivity, deface all their beauty, and rui n J • 



excellency*- fo that they fhould be like a fine girdle 20 r 
rags* a worthlefs, ufelefs, defpicable people. God * - ne to 



* ai after 



matter 



this manner ?nar the pride of Judah 
rufalem. He would ft rip them of a 

of their pride,' of which they bbafted, and in which they- 
ed ; it fhould not only be fullied and flamed, but quite d'eft^' 
like this linen girdle. Qbferve, He fpeaks of the pride opV^ 
dab ; the country people were proud of their holy land f{* 
good land, but it is the great pride of Jerufalem. thlJ? 
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were more proud than the inhabitants of other cities. 



e 



temple was,- and the royal palace, and therefore thofe dti ^ 

^ JOc * taJcp 

notice of the degrees of mens pride ~, the pride of fome, and \\ 
great pride of others, and he will mar it, he will ftain it. f-f 
will have a fall, for God refifts the proud. He will eith 
mar the pride that is in us, that is, mortify it by his p ra er 
make us afhamed of it; and, like Hezekiah, humble us fo r 5 
pride of our hearts, the great pride, and cure us of it, as p r * : 
as it is. And this marring of the pride will be the makinl c 
the foul ; happy it is for us, if by humbling providences on I 
hearts be humbled ; or elfe, he will mar the thing we are pro ,j ! 
of. Parts, gifts, learning, power, external privileges, if Wej J I 
proud of thefe, it is juft with God to blaft them ; even th» * 
temple, when it became Jerufalem's pride, was marred, and laij • 
in afhes. It is the honour of God to look upon every one that i • 
proud, and abafe him. 



12. ^[ Therefore thou fhalt fpeak unto them this 



word, Thus faith the LORD God of Ifrael, Every 
bottle ihall be filled with wine : and they fhall d 
unto thee, Do we not certainly know, that ever? 
bottle fhall be filled with wine? 13. Then fhalc thou 
fay unto them, Thus faith the LOR D, Behold, I 
will fill all the inhabitants of this 
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kings that fit 



upon Davids 
and all 



and the prophets, 

lem with drunkennefs. 
one againft another, 



land, 
throne, and 
the inhabitants 
And I will 



1 

1 



14. 

even the fathers 



even ti- 
the priefts, 
of Jerufa- 
dafh them i 



and the fom 



together, faith the LORD: I will not; pity, nor 
fpare, nor have mercy, but deftroy them. 15. fl" Hear 
ye, and give ear, be not proud: for the LORD 
hath fpoken. 16. Give glory to the LORD your 
God before he caufe darknefs, and before your feet 
ftumble upon the dark mountains, and while ye look 
for light, he turn it into the fhadow of death, d 



1 



make 



it, my ^ 
and mine 



it grofs darknefs. 
foul lhall 



tears, 



eye 
becaufe 



weep 
ihall 
the 



17- 

in fecret 



But if 



ye 

places for 
weep fore, and run 
LORDs 



will 



hear 



not 

your pride, 
down with 



flock 



captive. 
Humble 



is 
and 



carried away 
to the 



your 



queen, 

for your principal!. 



ties 



19. 
none 



18. Say unto the king 

felves, lit down ; 
fhall come down, even the crown of your glory. 

cities of the fouth Ihall be fhut uo. and 
fhall ooen them ; 



The 



captive all 



open 
of 



captive, 
that come 



20. 
from 



it, 
Lift 



it 



Judah fhall be 
Ihall be 



carried 



up your 
the north 



wholly 
and 



carried 
behold 



away 
away 
them 



was given thee, 
thou 



21. 



What wile 



eyes, 

where is the flock tkt\ 
thy beautiful flock ? 
fay when he fhall punilh thee ? ( for thou haft 
taught them to be captains, and as chief over 
fhall not forrows take thee as a woman in travail? 



thee) 



Here is, 1. A judgment threatned againft this people, that 
would quite intoxicate them. This doom is pronounced againft 
them in a figure, to make it the more taken notice of, and the 
more affe&ing, ver. 12. Tlous faith the Lord God of Ifrael, eoaj 
bottle Jhall be filled with wine, \. e. Thofe that by their fins 
have made themfelves veffels of wrath fitted to deflruelion, fhall 
be filled with the wrath of God, as a bottle is with wine; and 
as every veffel of mercy, prepared for glory fhall be filled with 
mercy and glory, fo they fhall be full of the fury of the Lord, 
Ifa. ii. 20. and they fliall be brittle as bottles ; and as old bottfo 
into which new wine is put, they fhall burft and be broken to 
pieces, Mat. ix. 17. Or, they fhall have their heads as full of 
wine as bottles are, for fo it is explained, ver. 13. They fhall 
filled with drunkennefs ; compare Ifa. li. 1 7. It is likely this 
was a common proverb among them, applied divers ways ; tut 
they not being aware of the prophet's meaning in it, ridiculed 
him for it, Do we not certainly know, that every bottle poll 
filled with wine ? What ftrange thing is there in that ? Tell & 
fomething that we did not know before. Perhaps they were 
thus tetchy with the prophet, becaufe they apprehended this to 
be a reflexion upon them for their drunkennefs, and probably lC 
was in part fo intended ; They love flagons of wine, 

4 j * Ttey 
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€ 1% watchmen were 
iheir felfe prophets that 



m • , 

m ade their king Jick with bottles of wine, Hof. vii. 

all for wine, Ifa. lvi. 12. They love 

prophefied to them of wine, Mic. ii. 11. 

' t hem be merry, for they fhould never want their 
4 I to taake them fo. Well, faith the prophet, you fhall 
vour bottles fall of wine, but not fuch wine as you defire. 
fufpe&ed he had fome myftical meaning in it, which pro- 
h fed no good concerning them, but evil, and he owns that fo 

I had. What ,ie nican£ was this > . . ' 

*u«. fhould be as W^My as men in drink. And 



(':> 



That they 



ken man is fitly compared to a bottle or cask full of wine, for 
h \ the wine is in, the wit, and wifdom, and virtue, and all 
\ tis ^0°^ f 0 ^ an y 'king, 15 out ' Now God threatens, ver. 13. 
• thev fhall all be filled with drunkennefs ; they (hall be full of 

ton 



fufion in their counfels, fhall faidter in all their talk, and 
in all their motions ; they fliall not know what they fay or 

They fhall be fick of 
and throw them up, as drunken men do, 



;/^uch left what they Jbould fay or do. 



all their enjoyments, 
\\ t , xX- jj. They fhall fall into aflumber, and be utterly unable 
• "tobelpthemfelves, and, like men that have drunk away their reafon, 

^fliall H e at t ^ ie merc y' an( * ex P°^ e themfelves to the contempt of all 
f hout them. And this fhall be the condition not of fome among 
them. If an 7 ^ad keen ^ er 9 t ^ e y flight have helped the reft ; 
v j ut c ' ven the kings that Jit upon the throne of David, that fhould have 
I j cen like their father David, who was wife as an angel of God, fhall 
■ lethus intoxicated. Their priefls and prophets too, their, falfe pro- 

that pretended to guide them, were as indulgent of their lufts, 
j therefore were juftly as much deprived of their fenfes, as any 
Nay, and all the inhabitants both of the land? and of Jeru- 

were as far gone as they. Whom God will deftroy he infa- 



i pi* 

? an 
\ other. 

\ fabm> 
\' iuates. 
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(2,) That being giddy they fhould run a-head upon one another. 
The cup of the wine of the Lord's fury fhall throw them not only 
into a lethargy, fo that they fhall not be able to help themfelves, or 
one another, but into a perfect phrenzy, fo that they fhall do mif- 
to themfelves and one another. Ver. 14. I will dajh a man 



Not only their drunken follies, but their drun- 

Drunken men are often quar- 



chief 

ipinft his brother, 

hi frays fhall help to ruin them 

relfome, and upon that account they have wo and forrow^ Prov. 

xxiii. 29, 30. So their fin is their punifhmentj it was fo here. 

I God fent an evil fpirit into families and neighbourhoods, as Judg. 

ix. 23. which made them jealous of, and Jpiteful towards, one ano- 

? ther: So that the fathers and fons went together by the ears, and 

jti'frcre ready to pull one another to pieces, which made them all an 

\ fofy prey to the common enemy. This decree againft them being 

% gone forth, God faith, / will not pity nor fpare, nor have mercy, but 

I; iejircy them, for they will not pity, nor fpare, nor have mercy, but 

% tiejlroy one another, fee Hab. ii. 15, 16. 

2. Here is good counfel given, which if it were taken, this defo- 

lation would be prevented. It is in fhort, to humble themfelves under 

the mighiy hand of God. If they will hearken and give ear, this is 

that which God has to fay to them, Be not proud, ver. 15. This 

was one of the fins for which God had a controverfy with them, 

ver, 9. let them mortify and forfake their fin, and God will let 

jail his controverfy. Be not proud, i. e. when God fpeaks to you 

by his prophets, do not think yourfelves too good to be taught, be 

Jiot fcornful, be not wilful : Let not your hearts rife againft the 

\vord, nor flight the meiTengers that bring it you. When God is 

!' coming forth againft you in his providence, and by them he fpeaks: 

Benotfecure when he threatens, be not impatient when he ftrikes, 

for pride is at the bottom of both. It is the great God that has 

fpoien, whofe authority is inconteftable, whofe power is irrefift- 

ible, therefore bow to what he faith, and be not proud, as you have 
been. 

They muftnot be proud, for, 

(1.) They muft advance God, and fludy how to do him ho- 
nour : Give glory to the Lord your God, and not to your idols, not 
to other gods. Give him glory, by confeffing your fins, owning 
yourfelves guilty before him, and accepting the punifhment of your 
iniquity, ver. 16. Give him glory, by a fincere repentance and 
reformation. Then, and not till then, we begin to live as we 
fhould, and to fome good purpofe, when we begin to give glory to 
the Lord our God-, to make his honour our chief end, and to feek 
it accordingly. Do this quickly, while your fpace to repent is | How 
continued to you 3 before he caufe darknefs, before he bring his judg- 
ments upon yoiii w*n ch you will fee noway of efcaping. Note, 
Darknefs will be the portion of thofe that will not repent, to give 
h to God. 



XIII. 



things will be difappointed ; while y e look for Ihht for mm*x . a 
rehef, he^.to^^^ °f ^f^^^ 
and terrible, and make it gr of s darknefs, like thatofEgyl^S 
Phaaon continued to harden his hekrt, which was dffiftS 
mrght be felt. The expedation of impenitent finners periLeth! 
when they die, and think to have it fatisfied. F * 

(2.) They muft abafe themfelves, and take fha me to themfelves- 
the prerogative of the king and queen will not exempt them froni 
this, wr.H Say to the king and queen, that as great as they are, 
they muft humble themfelves by true repentance, and fo give both 
glory to God, and a good example to their fubjeas. Note, Thofe 
that are exalted above others in the world, muft humble themfelves 
before God, who is higher than the higheft, and to whom kings 
and queens are accountable. They muft humble themfelves, and fit 
down-, fit down, and confider what is coming ; fit down in the 
duft, and lament themfelves. Let them humble themfelves, for God 
will otherwife take an effectual courfe to humble them. Your prm- 
cipahties Jhall come down, the honour and power by which you 
value yourfelves, and in which you confide, even the crown of your 
glory, your goodly or glorious crown 5 when you are led away cap- 
£Y e !? ,^ he L e wiU y° ur Principality and all the badges of it be then ? 
Blelied be God ? there is a crown of glory, which thofe fhall inherit, 
who do humble themfelves, that fhall never come down. 

3. This counfel is enforced by fome arguments, if they continue 
proud and unhumbled. 

1. It will be the prophet's unfpeakable grief, ver. 17. If you will 
not hear it, will not fubmit to the word, but continue refractory, 
not only mine eye, but my foul Jhall weep in fecret places. Note, 
The obftinacy of people in refufing to hear the word of God, 
will be a heart-breaking to their poor minifters, who know fome- 
thing of the terrors of the Lord, and the worth of fouls, and are fo 
far from defiring, that they tremble at the thoughts of the death 
of finners. His grief, for it was undiffembled, his foul wept-, and 
void of affe&ation, for he chofe to weep in fecret places, where no 
eye faw htm, but his who is all eye. He would not only mingle 
his tears with his publick preaching, but with his private devotions: 
Nay, thoughts of their cafe would make him melancholy, and he 
would ^ become a perfect reclufe. It would grieve him, (1.) To 
fee their fins unrepented of, my foul foall weep for your pride, your 
haughtinefs, and ftubbornefs, and vain confidence. Note, The 
fins of others fhould be matter of forrow to us: We muft mourn 
for that which we cannot mend ; and mourn the more for it, 
becaufe we cannot mend it. (2.) To fee their calamity paft redrefs 
and remedy ; mine eyes Jhall weep fore, not fo much becaufe my rela- 
tions, friends, and neighbours, are in diftrefs, but becaufe the Lord's 

flock, his people, and the fheep of his pafture, are carried away 
captive. That fhould always grieve us moft, by which God's 
honour fuffers, and the intereft of his kingdom is weakened. 

2. It will be their own inevitable ruin, ver. 19, 20, zr. 
1. The land fhall be laid wafte ; the cities of the fouth Jhall be Jbut 

up : The cities of Judah lay in the fouthern part of the land of 
Canaan, thefe fhall be ftraitly befieged by the enemy, fo that there 
fhall be no going in and out. Or, deferted by the inhabitants, 



that there fhall be none to go in and out. 



Som 



derftand 
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glory to God. When thofe that by the fourth vial were fcorched 
With heat, repented not to give glory to God, the next vial filled them 
With darknefs, Rev. xvi. 9,10. The aggravation of the darknefs 
^ere threatened, is, (1.) That their attempts to efcape fhall haften 
their ruin; their feet Jhall fumble, when they are making all the 
tofte they can over the dark ?nouniains, and they fhall fall, and be 
pnable to get up again. -Note, Thofe that think; to out-run the 
Judgments of God, will find their road impajfable; let them make 
oejl of their way, they can make nothing of it; the judgments 

wtpurfue them, 'will overtake them; ' " ' ' ' 

Pfal. xxxv. 6. 



their way is dark and Jlip 
And therefore before it comes to that extre- 



V K IS ° Ur Wl ^ om to giv* glory to him, and fo make our peace 
k' ni; to fl)' to his mercy, and then there will be no occafion 

(2.) That their hopes of a better ftate of 



*°%irom hisjuftice. 



the cities of Egypt, which was fouth from Judah ; the places there, 
whence they expected fuccours, fhall fail them, and they fhall find 
no accefs to them. 

2. The inhabitants fhall be hurried away into a foreign country, 
there to live in flavery : fudah Jhall be carried away captive. Some 
were already carried off, which they hoped might ferve to anfwer 
the prediction, and that the refidue fhould ftill be left ; no, it Jhall 
be carried azuay all of it, God will make a full end with them, it 
Jhall be wholly carried away : So it was in the laft captivity under 

Zedekiah, becaufe they repented not. 

3. The enemy was now at hand that {hould do this, ver. 20. lift 
up your, eyes: I fee them upon their march, and you may if you will 
behold them that come from the north, from the land of the Chaldeans; 
fee how faft they advance, how fierce they appear. Upon this 
he adrefleth himfelf to the king, or rather (becaufe the pronouns 
are feminine) to the city or ftate. (1.) What will you do now 
with the people which is committed to your charge, and which 
you ought to protect ? where is the flock that was given thee, thy 
beautiful flock ? Whither canft thou take them now for fhelter ? 

can they efcape thefe ravening wolves? Magiftrates muff: 
look upon themfelves as {hepherds, and thofe that are under their 
charge as their flock, which they areentrufted with the care of, and 
muft give an account of; they muft take delight in them as their 
beautiful flock, and confider what to do for their fafety in times of 
publick danger. Mafters of families that neglecl: their children, 
and fuffer them to perifh for want of a good education, and mini- 
fters that neglecl their people, fhould think they hear God putting 
this queftion to them, zvhere is the flock that was given thee to feed, 
that beauteous fleck? It is ftarved, it is left expofed tothebeafts of 
prey. What account wilt thou give of them when the chief fhep- 
herd fhall 

of God's p c - . ^ . . 

thee the former days"? Thou canft fay nothing, but that God isjufl 
in all that is brought upon thee. They that flatter themfelves with 
hopes of impunity, what will they fay ? What a confufion will 
cover their faces*, when they (hall find themfelves deceived, and 

that God doihpuni/h them? (3 J What thoughts will they now 



What account wilt thou give or tnem wnen rne cnier mep- 
lU appear ? (2.) What have you to objecT: againft the equity 
's proceedings ? What wilt thou fay when he Jhall vijit upon 



have of their own folly, in giving the Chaldeans fuch power oyer 
them* by feeking to thfcm fot a&ftance, and joining in league with 
them. Thus thou baft taught them againft ihyfelf to be captains, and 
to become the head. Hezekiah began, when he mewed his treasures 
to the ambaffadors of the king of Babylon, tempting him thereby 
to come and plunder him. Thofe that having a God to truft to, 
court foreign alliances, and confide in them, do but make rods for 
themfelves, and teach their neighbours how to become their matters. 
(4.) How will they bear the trouble that is at the door? Shall 7iot 
farrows take thee as a woman in travail? Sorrows which thou canfl: 
not efcape or put off, extremity of forrows ; and ia thefe fefpefts 
xnore grievous than thofe of a woman in travail, that they were 
riot expecled before, and that there is no man- child to be born, the 
joy of which fhall make them afterwards to be forgotten. 



22. % Arid if thou fay in thine 

? for 
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heart, Wherefore 
the greatnefs of 



come thefe things upon me _ 
thine iniquity are thy ikirts difcovered, and thy heels 
made bare. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his fldn, 
or the leopard his fpots ? then may ye alfo -do good, 
that are accuftomed to do evil. 24. Therefore will I 
fcatter them as ftubble that paffeth away by the wind 
of the wildernefs. 25. This is thy lot, the portion 

faith the LORD ; becaufe 

falfhood. 



of chy meafures from me 
thou haft 



forgotten 
26. Therefore will I 
that thy fliame may 
adulteries, and thy 
whoredom, and thine 



me, and trufted in 
difcover thy fkirts upon thy face, 

I have feen thine 



appear. 27. 
neighings, the 
abominations on the hills in 



lewdnefs of 



thy 

the 



fields : wo unto thee, O Jerufalem, wilt thou not be 
made clean ? when Jhall it once be ? 

Here is, r. Ruin threatened, as before, that the Jews fhall go 
Into captivity, and fall under all the miferies of beggary and bon- 
dage; ihall be ftripped of their clothes, their skirts difcovered, for 
•want of upper garments to cover them, and their heels made bare, 
for v/ant of ftioes, ver. 22. Thus they ufed to deal with prifoners 
taken in war, when they drove them into captivity, naked and 
barefoot, Ifa. xx. 4. Being thus carried off into a ftrange country, 
they {hall be fcattered there, as the ftubble that is blown away 
by the zuindof the wildernefs, and no body is concerned to bring it 
together again, ver. 24. If the ftubble efcape the fire, it fhall be 
carried away by the wind. If one judgment do not the work, ano- 
ther fhall, with thofe that by fin have made themfelves as Jlubble. 
They fhall be flripped of all their ornaments, and expofed to 
fhame, as whores that are carted, ver. 26. They made their 
pride appear, but God will make their jhame appear ; fo that thofe 
who have doted on. them, fhall be afhamed of them. 

2. An enquiry made by the people into the caufe of this ruin, 
ver. 22. Thou wilt fay in thine heart, (and God knows how to 
give a proper anfwer to what men fay in their hearts, though they 
do notfpeak it out; Jefus knowing their thoughts, replied £0 them, 
Mat. ix. 4.) wherefore came thefe things upon me? The queftion is 
fuppofed to come into the heart, (1.) Of a finner quarrelling with 
God, and refufing to receive correction ; they could not fee that they 
had done any thing, which might juftly provoke God to be thus 
angry with them : They durft not fpeak it out; but in their hearts 
they thus charged God with unrighteoufhefs, as if he had laid upon 
them more than tvas meet. They feek for the caufe of their calami- 
ties, when if they bad not been wilfully blind they might eafily have 
feen it. Or, (2.) Of a finner returning to God. If there come but 
a penitent thought into the heart at any time, faying, What have I 
done ? chap. viii. 6. Wherefore am I in affli&ion ? Why doth 
-God contend with me ? God takes notice of it, and is ready by his 

Spirit to imprefs the conviction, that fin being difcovered, it may 

be repented, of. 

An anfwer to this enquiry. God will be juftified when he 
fpeaks, and will oblige us to juftify him ; and therefore will fet the 
fin of finners in order before them. Do they ask, zvherefore thefe 

things came upon than ? Let them know, it is all along of them- 
felves. 

1. It is for the greatnefs of their iniquities, ver. 22. God doth 
not take advantage againft them for fmall faults ; no, the fins for 
which he now punifheth them are of the ft rft rate, very heinous 
in their own nature, and highly aggravated: For the ?nultitude of 
thine iniquity, fo it may be read. Sins of every kind, and often 
repeated, and relapfed into. And fome think we are more in dan- 
ger from the multitude of our lefler fins, than from the heinouf- 
jnefs of our greater fins $ of both we may fay, Who can underfland 
his errors ? 

2. It is for their obftinacy in fin ; their being fo long accuftomed 
to it, that there is little hopes left of their being reclaimed from it, 
ver. 23. Can ihe Ethiopia?i change his skin, that is by nature black, 
or the leopard his fpots, that are even woven into the skin ? Dirt 
contracted may be warned off, but we cannot alter the natural 
colour of a hair, Matth. v. 36. much lefs of the skin; and fo 
impoffible is it, morally impoffible, to reclaim and reform thefe 
people. ( 1 .) They had been long accufio?ned to do evil-, they were 
taught to do evil, they had been educated and brought up in fin, 

they had ferved an apprenticefhip to it, and had all their days made a 

3 



trade of it. It was fo. much their conflant pra£iice$ that it 
Come a fecond nature to them, (z.) Their prophets theref^^ 
paired of ever bringing, them to do good. That was it they** 
at y they perfwaded them to ceafe to do evil* and learn to d ^ 
but could not prevail. They had fo long been ufed to do.ev> ^ 
it was next to impoffible for them to. repent, and amend 

Note, Cuftomjn^fin is a very great hind rg - 

genei 



T.he difeafe that is inveterate ls 



c <>nfci. 



its 
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gin to do good. 

to converfion from fin, 
rally thought incurablel 

fin, have fhaken off the reftraints of fear and fhame ; their 
ences are feared, the habits of fin are confirmed, it.pleads nr f • 
tion, and it is juft with God to give thofe up to their ov^n 
lufts, that have long refufed to give up themfelves to hh 
Sin is the blacknefs of the foul, the deformity of it* j* • 
fpot, the difcolouring it ; it is natural to us, we were'/jJ* 1 . 
it, fo that we cannot get clear of it by any power of our fl 
but there is an almighty grace that is able to change the ■ 
piarfs skill, and that grace fhall not be wanting to thofe th* 
in a fenfe of their need of it, feek it earneftly, and irrmrnv 
faithfully. ... !t 

3. It is for their treacherous departures from the God 0 f truth 
and dependences on lying vanities, ver. 25. This is thy hi £ 0 l| 
fcattered and driven away ; this is the portion of thy tneajurei^ 
7ne, the punifhment afligned thee as by line and roeafure; thisfk I 
be thy fhare of the miferies of this world expecSt it, and th ; 
not to efcape it : It is becaufe thou haji forgotten me, the favo, 
I have bellowed upon thee, and the obligations thou art 
tome; thou haft no fenfe, no remembrance of thefe. J? 0 « f 
fulnefs of God is at the bottom of all fin, as the remembrance 
of our Creator betimes is the happy and hopeful beginning of \ 
holy life. And having forgotten me, thou haji trufted in falfilj ' 
in idols, in an arm of flefh, in Egypt, in Aflyria, in the l\l 
flatteries of a deceitful heart. Whatever thofe truft tothatfri 
fake God, they will find it a broken reed, a broken ciftern. 

4. It is for their idolatry, their fpiritual whoredom, that {J 
which is of all other moft provoking to the jealous God. Tfe 
fore they are expofed to a fhameful calainity, ver. 26. becaufe they 
have been guilty of a Jhameful iniquity, and yet are fhamelefs in 
it, ver. 27. 1 have feen thine adulteries, thine inordinate fancy 
ftrange gods, which thou haft been impatient for the 



ours \ 
under \ 



jatifa. 

tion of, and haft even neighed after it ; even the lewdnefs cftty 
whoredoms, thine impudence and infatiablenefs in them, /. L tfy 
eager worfhipping of idols on ihe hills in the fields, upon tie 
high places. . This is that for which a wo is denounced againft 
thee, O Jerufalem ; nay, and many woes. < 

4. Here is an affeitionate expoftulation with them in the clot, 
upon the whole matter. Tho' it was adjudged next to impoffikfe 
for them to be brought to do good, ver. 23. yet while there is 
life ^ there is hope, and therefore ftill he reafons with them (0 
bring them to repentance, ver. 27. (1.) He reafons with them 
concerning the thing it felf ; Wilt thou not be made clean ? Not?, 
It is the great concern of thofe, who are polluted by fin, tote 
made clean by repentance, and faith, and an univerfal reforma- 
tion. The reafon why finners are not made clean, is becaufe they 
will not be made clean ; and herein they aft moft unreafoji- 
ably. Wilt thou not be made clean ? Surely thou wilt at length 
be perfwaded to wajh tbee> and make thee clean, and be wife for 
thy felf. (2.) Concerning the time of it ; When Jhall it once be? 
Note, It is an inftance of the wonderful grace of God, that fa 
defires the repentance and converfion of finners, and thinks the 
time long till they are brought to it : but it is an inftance of the 
wonderful folly of finners, that they put that off" from time to 
time, which is of abfolute neceility ; and which, if it be not 
done fome time, they are certainly undone for ever. They do 
not fay they will never be cleanfed, but not yet ; they will defer 
it to a more convenient feafon 3 but cannot tell us when it Jld 
once be. 



CHAP. XIV. 



This 



chapter was penned upon occafion of a great drought, ft 
want of rain : This judgment began in the latter end ofjofiwi 
reign , but as it Jhould feem continued in ihe beginning of Jeb&* 
akittis: for I effer judgments are fent, to give warning of greetit 
coming, if not prevented by repentance. Tins calamity was mw~ 
tio?ied fever a I times before, but here in this chapter more fully 
Here is, (1.) A melancholy defer iption of it, ver. 1 — 6. (2.) A 
prayer to God to put an end to this calamity, a?id to return ft 
mercy to their land, ver. 7 — 9. (3.) A fevere tbrcatning, 
God would proceed in his controverfy, becaufe they proceeded 
their iniquity, ver. ic — 12. (4.) The prophefs excitfwg $t 
people, by laying the blame on their falfe prophets ; and the ao0 
paffed both on the deceivers and the deceived, ver. 13' — 1 
(5.) Directions given to the prophet, injlead of interceding ff 
them, to lament them 5 but his continuing noiwithjlanding tQ' vl * 
tercedefor them, ver. 17 — 22. 



1, npH E word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah 
J concerning the dearth. 2, Judah mourneth, and 

black unto the 

roundj 



the gates thereof Janguifh, they are 
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und and the cry of Jerufalem is gone up. 3. And 
f5 r0 - nobles fay** f ent their little ones to the waters, 

they 



ed with their veflels empty : they were aihamed 
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catne to the pics, and found no water, they re- 

d confounded, and covered their heads. 4. Becaufe 
h etoufid is chapt, for there was no rain in the 
rh the plowmen were afhamed, they covered their 
T ds. 5- Y ea, the hind alfo calved in the field, 
d forfook it 9 becaufe there Was no grafs. 6. And 
*h wild affes did ftand in the high places, they fhuf- 
f d up the wind like dtagons : their eyes did fail 
becaufe there Mas no grafs. 7. f O L O R D, though 
our iniquities teflify againft us, do thou it for thy 
mes fake : for our backflidings are many, we have 
* a ' " thee. 8. O the hope of Ifrael, the 
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time of trouble, why fhouldft 



finned againft m 

feviour thereof m _ ^ 

thou be as a ftranger in the land, and as a way-faring 
man, that turneth afide to tarry for a night ? 9. Why 
fhouldft thou be as a man aftonifhed, as a mighty 
man cannot fave ? yet thou, O LORD, art 
in the midft of us, and we are called by thy name, 
leave us not* 



The firft verie is the title of the whole chapter : it doth 
indeed all concern the dearth* but much of it is the prophet's 
prayers concerning it ; yet thefe are not unfitly faid to be, 
Ihe word of the Lord which came to him concerning it ; for 
every acceptable prayer is that which God puts into our hearts : 
nothing is our word that comes to him* but what is firft his 
^rord that comes from him. In thefe verfes we have, 

1. The language of nature lamenting the calamity. When 
the heavens were as brafs, and diftilled no dews, the earth 
was as iron, and produced no fruits ; and then what an uni- 



tears* Deftroy 



verfat grief and confufion was there ! 

(t.) The people of the land were all in 
their Dines and their fig-trees* and you caufe all their mirth to 
eccife> Hofiiu ir, 12. All their joy fails with the joy of har- 
with that of their corn and wine* ver. 2. Judah mourn- 
etby not for the fin, but for the trouble 5 for the with- 
holding of the rain, not for the withdrawing of God's favour. 
legates thereof i. e. all that go in and out at their gates, 
hngttijl)* look pale, and grow feeble, for want of the neceflary 
fupports of life, and for fear of the further fatal confequences 
of this judgment. The gates* through which fupplies of corn 
formerly ufed to be brought into their cities, now look me- 
lancholy ; when inftead of that, the inhabitants are departing 
through them to feek for bread in other countries. Even thofe 
that fit in the gates languifh, they are black unto the ground* 
they go in black as mourners, and fit on the ground ; as the 
poor beggars at the gates are black in the face* for want of food, 
Hacker than a coal* Lam. iv. 8. Famine is reprefented by a 
black horfe, Rev. vi. 5. They fall to the ground through weak- 
' nefs, not being able to go along the ftreets. The cry of Jeru- 
falem is gone up* u e. of the inhabitants of Jerufalem ; for the 
city is ferved by the field ; or of people from all parts of the 
country met at Jerufalem to pray for rain, fo fome. But I think 
: it was rather the cry of their trouble, and the cry of their fin, 
than the cry of their prayer. 

(2.) The great men of the land felt from this judgment, ver* 3. 
The nobles fent their little ones to the water* perhaps their own chil- 
dren, having been forced to part with their fervants, becaufe 
they had not wherewithal to keep them ; and being willing to 
- train up their children, when they were little, to labour ; efpe- 
cially in a cafe of neceility, as this was. We find Ahab and Oba- 
; diah, the king and the lord chamberlain of his houfhold, in their 
< 0Wn perfons, feeking for water in fuch a time of diftrefs as this 
; w as, 1 Kings xviii. 5, 6. Or rather, their meaner ones* their 
, fervants, and fmall officers ; thefe they fent to feek for water, 
which there is no living without, but there was none to be 
found j they returned with their veffels empty* the fprings were 
; dried up, when there was no rain to feed them ; and then they* 
h e. their matters that fent them, were ajhamed and confounded 
at the difappointment. They would not be afhamed of their fins, 
nor confounded at the fenfe of them, but were unhumbled under 
> the reproofs of the word, thinking their wealth and dignity fet 
™ m above repentance 5 but God took a courfe to make them 
ainamed of that which they were fo proud of, when they found 
that even on this fide hell their nobility would not purchafe them 
Z f ro P °f wetter to cool their tongue. Let our reading the account 
of calamity, make us thankful for the mercy of water, that 
may not by the feeling of the calamity, be taught to value it, 
what is moft needful* is moft plentiful. 

. '3v The husbandmen felt moft fenfibly and immediately from 
> 4. ^he ploughmen were ajhamed* for the ground was fo 
parched and hard, that it would not admit the plough ; even 
wien when it was fo chopt and cleft, that it feemed as if it did 

m ^ ed ^e plough. They were afhamed to be idle, for there 

Wo. Lriu * 



foon fees the good 



was nothing to be done, and therefore nothing" to be expected. 
The fluggard that will not plough by reafon of cold* is not afliamedf 
of his own folly * but the diligent husbandman, that cannot 
plow by reafon of heat, is afhahied of his own affliction. See 
what an immediate dependence husbandmen have upon the divinfc 
providence, which therefore they fhould always have an eye to, 
for they cannot plow or fow in hope, unlefs God water their 
furrows* Pfal. lxv. 10. 

(4.) The cafe even of the wild beafts was very piteous^ i)eV. ^ 
6. Man's fin brings thofe judgments upon the earth,' which 
make even the inferior creatures groan ; ^nd the prophet takes no- 
tice of this as a plea with God for mercy ; Judah arid Jerufalem 
have finned, but the hinds and the wild affes, what have they 
done ? The hinds are pleafant creatures, lovely and loving, and 
particularly tender of their young ; and yet fuch is the extremity 
of the cafe, that, contrary to the inftincT: of their nature, they 
leave their young* even when they are newly calved* and molt 
need them, to go feek for grafs elfewhere ; and if they can find 
none, they abandon them, becaufe not able to fuckle them. It 
grieved not the hind fo much, that ftie had no grafs for her felf$ 
as that fhe had none for her young 5 which will ftiame thofe who 
fpend that upon their luffs, which they fhould preferve for their; 
families. The hind, when flie has brought forth her young, is 
faid to have cafl forth her forrows* Job xxxix. 3. and yet ftie 
continues her cares ; but as it follows there, 
efFecT: of them, for her you?ig ones in a little while grow up* and 
trouble her no more, ver. 4. But here the great trouble ojf all i3 
that flie has nothing for them. Nay, one would be forry ever* 
for the wild affes* (though they are creatures that none have any 
great affection for) for though the barren land is made their dwel- 
ling at thebeft, fob xxxix. 5* 6. yet even that is now made tod 
hot for them, fo hot, that they cannot breathe in it ; but they get 
to the highefl places they can, where the air is cooleft, and fmtff 
up the wind like dragons* like thofe creatures that being naturally 
exceeding hot, are continually panting for breath. Their eyes 
fail* and fo doth their ftrength, becaufe there is no grafs to fup- 
port them. The tame afs that ferves her owner, is welcome to 
his crib* Ifa. i. 3. and has her keeping for her labour ; when the! 
wild afs* that fcorns the crying of the driver* is forced to live Updtt 
air* and is well enough ferved for not ferving : he that will not 
labour* let him not eat. 

2. Here is the language of grace* lamenting the iniquity* and com* 
plaining to God of the calamity. The people are not forward to 
pray, but the prophet here prays for them, and fo excites them 
to pray for themfelves, and put words into their mouths, which 
they may make ufe of, in hopes to fpeed, ver. 7, 8, 9. In thia 
prayer, 

1 . Sin is humbly confeffed. When we come to pray for the 
preventing or removing of any judgment, we muft always ac- 
knowledge that we deferve it, and a thoufand times worfe. We 
cannot hope by extenuating the crime, to obtain a mitigation of 
the punifhment 5 but muft acknowledge, that our iniquities teflify 

Our fins are witnefles againft us, and true penitents 

for they are plain and evident, 

for our con- 



againfl us. 
fee them to be fo. 



They teflify* 

we cannot deny the charge -* they teftify againjl us* 
viftion ; which tends to our prefent ftiame and confufion, and our 
future condemnation. They difprove and overthrow all our pleas 
for our felves ; and fo not only accufe us, but anfwer againft us. 
If weboaft of our own excellencies, and truft to our own righte- 
oufnefs, our iniquities teftify againft us* and prove us perverfe. If 
we quarrel with God as dealing unjuftly or unkindly with us iu 
afflifting us, our iniquities teftify againft us that we do him wrong ; 
for our backflidings are many* and our revolts are great* whereby 
we have finned againft thee ; too numerous to be concealed, for 

too heinous to be excufed, for they are againft 



they are many ; 
thee. 



Though our iniquities teftify againft 



our cafe calls for, yet do thou it. 

but* 



2. Mercy is earneftly begged. 
us, and againft the granting of the favour which the neceffity of 

They do not fay particularly 

what they would have done 5 but* as becomes penitents and beg- 
gars, they refer themfelves to God ; do with us as thou^ thinkeff: 
fit, Judg. x. 15. Not do thou it in this way, or at this time, but 
do thou it for thy name's fake* i. e. Do that which will be moft 
for the glory of thy name. Note, Our beft pleas in prayer are 
thofe that are fetched from the glory of God's own name. Lord, 
do it that thy mercy may be magnified, thy promife fulfilled, and 
thine intereft in the world kept up ; we'have nothing to plead m 
our felves, but every thing in thee. There is another petition in 
this prayer, and it is a very modeft one, ver. 9 
withdraw not thy favour and prefence. Note, W 
and deprecate God's departures from us, more than the removal 
of any of all our creature-comforts. 

3. Their relation to God, their intereft in him, and their ex- 
peaations from him grounded thereupon, are moft pathetically 

pleaded with him, ver. 8, 9. 

1 They look' upon him as one they have reafon to think fhould 
deliver them, when they are in diftrefs, yea, though their iniqui- 
ties teftify againft them * for in him mercy hath often rejoiced 
againft judgment. The prophet, like Mofes of old, is willing to 
make the beft he can of the cafe of his people, and therefore 
though he muft own, that -they have, finned many a great fin* 



Leave us not, 
fhould dread 
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Chap. XIV, 




x*u«. xxxii. .31. yet he pleads, Thou art the hope of Ifrael , 
God has encouraged his people to hope in him, in calling himieir 
fo often the God of Ifrael, and the rock of Ifrael, and the holy 
One of Ifrael, -he hath madehimfelf the hope of Ifrael. He has 
.given Ifrael his word to hope in, and caufed them to hope^ in it ; 
and there are thofe yet in Ifrael that make God alone their hope, 
-and expe£t he will be their faviour in time of trouble, and they look 
not for falvation in any other $ thou haft many a time been fo, 
in the time of their extremity. Note, Since God is his people s 
all-fufficient faviour, they ought to hope in him in their greateft 




1 . God over-rules the plea which he had offered in their f 
and fliews him that it would not hold. In anfvver to it th 0Ufs » 
'faith, concerning this people, ver. 10. He doth not fay, € Us ^ 
trig my people, for hedifowns them, becaufe they had brofc/^* 
nant with him. It is true, they were called by his na?ne, zTl^ 

his prefence among them ; but they had finnej * 
provoked God to withdraw. This the prophet had owned ' ^ 
hoped to obtain mercy for them notwithftanding this, through ^ 
terceffion and facrifice ; therefore God here tells him, * lr[m 



the tokens of 



(1.) That they were not duly qualified for a pardon 



T ta pro. 



ftraits 5 and fince he is their alone Saviour, they ought to hope in pftet ftad owned Weir bacynatngs were many 5 and though [ I 
him only. They plead likewife, thou art in the midfi of us, we $J ^Zt^^^ I *« I 



him only* They plead likewife, thou art in the midfl of us, we 
have the fpecial tokens of thy prefence with us, thy temple, thine 
ark, thine oracles ; and we are called by thy name, the Ifrael of 
God, and therefore we have reafon to hope thou wilt not leave us; 
we are thine, fave us. Thy name is called upon us, and therefore 
-what evils we are under refledt diflionour upon thee, as if thou waft 
not able to relieve thine own. The . prophet had often told the 
people, that their profeffion of religion would not protect them 
from the judgments of God ; yet here he pleads it with God, as 
Mofes. Exod. xxxii. 11. even this may go far as to temporal 



punifhments with a God of mercy, valeat quantum valere potefi, 

2. It therefore grieves them to think, that he doth not appear 
for their deliverance ; and though they do not charge it upon him 
as unrighteous, they humbly plead it with him why he ftiould be 
gracious, for the glory of his own name. For otherwife he will 
feem, (1.) Unconcerned for his own people: what zuill the Egyptians 
fay ? They will fay, Ifrael's hope and faviour never minds them, 
he is become as a fir anger in the land, that doth not at all intereft 
himfelf in its interefts ; that his temple, which he called his refl 
for ever, is no more fo, but he is in it as a wayfaring man, that 
turns afide to tarry but for a night in an inn, which he never en- 
quires into the affairs of, nor is in any care about. Though God 
never is, yet he fometimes feems to be, as if he cared not what 
became of his church .; Chrift llept when his difciples were in a 
itorm. (2 .) Uiicapable of giving them any relief : the enemies 
will fay, becaufe the Lord was not able to bring his people to Ca^ 
naan, he let them perijh in the wildernefs, Numb. xiv. 16. fo now 
they will fay, that either his wifdom or his power fail him ; that 
either he is as a man ajlonifocd, who, though he has the reafon of 
a man, yet being aftonifhed, is quite at a lofs, and at his wit's end ; 
or as a mighty man, that is over-powered by fuch as are more 
mighty, and therefore cannot five ; though mighty, yet a man, 
and therefore his power limited. Either of thefe would be a raoft 
infufferable reproach to the divine perfections : and therefore why 
is the God, that we are fure is in the midfl of us, become as a 
f ranger ? Why doth the almighty God feem as if he were no 
more than a mighty man ; who when he is ajlonijhed, though he 
would yet cannot five. It becomes us in prayer to fhew our 
felves concerned more for God's glory, than for our own com- 
fort : Lord, what wilt thou do unto thy great name ? 



Thus faich the LORD unto this people, 
Thus have they Joved to wander, they have not re- 
frained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not 
accept them ; he will now remember their iniquity, 
and vifit their fins. 11. Then faid the LORD unto 
me, Pray not for this people for their good. 

faft I will not hear their 



When 



they 
offer 
them 



cry, and when they 
offer burnt-offering and an oblation, I will not accept 

but I will confume them by the fword, and by 
the famine, and by the peftilence. 13. ^[ Then faid 
I, Ah, Lord- GOD, behold, the prophets fay unto 
them, Ye lhall not fee the fword, neither fhall ye 
have famine, but I will give you affured peace in this 
place. 14. Then the Lt)RD faid unto me, The 
prophets prophefy lies in my name ; I fent them not, 
neither have I commanded them, neither r 1 



them 



vination, 

their heart. 



fpake- unto 

they prophefy unto you a falfe vifion and di- 

and the deceit of 



and a thing of nought, 

Therefore thus faith the LORD 



15 



concerning the prophets that prophefy in my name, 
and I fent them not, yet they fay, Sword and famine 
lhall not be in this land, By fword and famine fhall 
thofe prophets be confumed. 16. And the people to 
whom they prophefy, Ihall be caft out in the ftreets 
of Jerufalem, becaufe of the famine, and the fword, 
and they lhall have none to bury them, them, their 
wives, nor their fons, nor their daughters : for I will 
pour their wickednefs upon them. 

■ 

The difpute between God and his prophet in this chapter, 
feems to be like that between the owner and the dreffer of the 
vineyard concerning the barren fig-tree, Luke xiii. 7. The 
jufticeof the owner condemns it to be cut down, the clemency 
of the drefler intercedes for a reprieve : Jeremiah had been 



jet 



phet had owned their backfidings were ?nany $ and though 

tfurned . 5^ 

people fhews no difpofition at all to return ; they have wancfe 
and they have loved to wander ; their backflidings have been th r 
choice and their pleafure, which fliould have been their fhame ^ 
pain, and therefore they will be their ruin. They cannot extf 
God fhould take up his reft with them, when they take fuch deli h 
in going aftray from him after their idols. It is not through \ * 
ceffity or inadvertency that they wander, but they love it. <jj nn ^ 
are wanderers from God ; their wanderings forfeit God's h VQ ^ 
but it is their loving to wander that quite cuts them off f rofn ^ 
They were told what their wandrings would come to, that one 
fin would hurry them on to another, and all to ruin ; and 
they have not taken warning, and refrained their feet. So f ar 
were they from returning to their God, that neither his prophets 
nor his judgments could prevail with them,, to give themfelves the 
leaft check in a finful purfuit. This is that for which God is now 
reckoning with them : when he denies them rain from heaven, l Je 
is remembring their iniquity, and vifting their fm 5 that is it f 0r 
which their fruitful land is thus tur?ied into barrennefs. 

(2.) That they had no reafon to expect, that the God theyfod 
rejecled fhould accept them , no, not though they betook them, 
felves to fafting and prayer, and put themfelves to the expenceof 1 
burnt-offerings and facrifice. The Lord doth not accept them, ver, 
1 o. He takes no pleafure in them, fo the word is j for what plea, 
fure can the holy God take in thofe, that take pleafure in his rivals, 
in any fervice, in any fociety rather than his. When they fajj^ 
(ver. 1 2.) which is a proper exprefiion of repentance and refor- 
mation ; when they offer a burnt-offering and an oblation, which wa$ 
defigned to be an exprefiion of faith in a mediator; though their 
prayers be thus enforced, and offered up in thofe vehicles that ufed 
to be acceptable, yet becaufe they do not proceed from humble 
penitent and renewed hearts, but ftill they love to wander, there/ore 
I will not hear their cry, be it never fo loud \ nor will I accept thm % 
neither their perfons, nor their performances. It had been long 
lince declared, That the facrifice of the wicked is an abominathnb 
the Lord, and thofe only are accepted that do well, Gen. iv, 7. 

(3.) That they had forfeited all benefit by the prophet's prayers 
for them, becaufe they had not regarded his preaching to them* 
This is the meaning of that repeated prohibition given to the pro- 
phet, ver* 1 * - Pray not thou for this people for their good, as before, 
chap. xi. 14. — vii. 16. This did not forbid him thus toexprefa 
his good will to them. Mofes continued to intercede for Ifrael, 
after God had faid, Let me alone, Exod. xxxii. io. but it forbad 
them to expeel: any good effecl from it, as long as they turned am) 
their ear from hearing the law. Thus was the doom of the impeni- 
tent ratified, as that of Saul's rejection was by that word to Samuel, 
when wilt thou 





earneft with God in prayer to return in. mercy to this people, j the people^ 
Now here 3 



fe to mourn for Saul ? It therefore follows, ver. 12. 
/ will confume them, not only by this fa?7iine, but by the further 
fore judgments of fword and pe/i Hence ; for God has many arrow3 
in his quiver, and thofe that will not be convinced and reclaimed 
by one, fhall be confumed by another. 

2. The prophet offers another plea in excufe of the people's 
obftinacy, and it is but an excufe, but he was willing to fay 
whatever their cafe would bear ; it is this, That the prophets, 
who pretended a commifilon from heaven, impofed upon them, 
and flattered them with aflurances of peace, though they went 
on in their finful way, ver. 13. He fpeaks of it with lamenta- 
tion, Ah, Lord God, the poor people feem willing to take notice 
of what comes in thy name, and there are thofe who in thy 
name tell them, that they Jhall not fee the fword or famm 
and they fay it as from thee, with all the gravity and confidence 
of prophets, / will continue you in this place, and will give you 
affured peace here, peace of truth ; I tell them the contrary, but 
1 am one againft many, and every one is apt to credit that which 
makes for them ; therefore Lord pity and fpare them, fox'tb^ 
leaders caufe them to err. This excufe had been of fome weight 
if they had not had warning given them before of falfe prophets, 
and rules by which to difcover them ; fo that if they were de- 
ceived, it was purely their own fault. But this teacheth us, as 
far as we can with truth, to ?nake the befl of bad y and judge as 
charitably of others, as their cafe will bear. 

3. God not only over-rules this plea, but condemns both the 
blind leaders and the blind followers to fall together into the 
ditch. ' , . 

1 . God difowns the flatteries, ver. 14. They prophefy lies & 
my name. They had no commiflion from God to prophefy ^ 
all, / neither fent thc?n, nor co?nmanded them, nor fpake unto tfaffl't 
they never were employed to go on any errand at all from OoJ, 
he never made himfelf known to them, much lefs by them to 

never any wpxd of the Lord came te ihejp, *° 
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Chap. XIV 




c; 

this er; 
flatter themfelves 



is vain and worthlefs. The vifiori that 



warrant, no inftru&ions, much iefs did he fend them on 
"rand, to rock them afleep in fecurity. No ; men may 
9 and Satan may flatter them, but God never 

h It is a falfe, vifion, and a thing of nought. Note, What 
• falfe and ground lefs, 

? s t true> be it never fo pleafing, is good for nothing; it, is the 
!;% of their heart * a fpider's web fpun out of their 6wn bowels, 
a in it they think to fhelter themfelves, but it will be fwept 
a v in a moment, and prove a great cheat. They that oppofe 
T r own thoughts to God's word, God indeed faith fo, but 
h v think otherwife, walk in the deceit of their hearty and it 
Jjl be their ruin. 

i He pafleth fentence upon the flatterers, vet. As for the 
phets, who put this abufe upon the people, by telling them 
Mr {hall have peace; and this affront upon God, by telling 
h m in God's name; let them know, that they (hall have no 
Lace themfelves. They fhall fall firft by thofe very judgments, 
hich they have flattered others with the hopes of an exemption 
W They undertook to warrant people, that/word arid famine 



fhould not be in the land ; but it fhall foon appear how little their 
warrants are good for, when they themfelves fhall be cut off by 

' ' ' How fhould they fecu re others, or fortel peace 



[ivord and ft 

to them, when they cannot fecure themfelves, nor have fuch a fore- 
fiaht of their own calamities, as to get out of the way of them. 
Note The foreft punifhments await thofe, who promife finners 
impunity in their finful ways. 

\. He lays the flattered under the fame doom, ver. 16. The 
pple to whom they prophefy lies, and who willingly fuffer themfelves 
tobethusimpofed upon, they fhall die by /word and famine. Note, 
The unbelief of the deceived, with all the falfhood of the decei- 
vers, fhall not make the divine threatnings of none efFecl ; /word 
and famine will come, whatever they fay to the contrary ; and 
thofe will be leaft fafe, that are moft fecure. Impenitent finners 
will not efcape the damnation of hell, by faying, they can never 
believe there is fuch a thing; but will feel what they will not fear. 
It is threatned that this people fhall not only fall by /word and 
famine, but they fhall be as it were hanged up in chains, as monu- 
ments of that divine juftice which they fet at defiance, their bodies 
fhall be cafi out, even in the Jireets ofjerufalem, which of all places, 
one would think, fhould be kept clear from fuch nuifances : There 
they fhall lie unburied ; their neareft relations, who fhould do them 
that laft office of love, being either fo poor, that they cannot afford 
it; or fo weakned with hunger, that they are not able to attend 
it; or fo over- whelmed with grief, that they have no heart to it ; 
or fo deftitute of natural affection, that they will not pay them fo 
much refpcc"i. Thus will God pour their wickednefs upon them, i, e. 
the punilhment of their wickednefs ; the full vials of God's wrath 
Ml be poured on them, to which they have made themfelves 
obnoxious. Note, When finners are overwhelmed' with trouble, 
they muft in it fee their own wickednefs poured upon them. This 
refers to the wickednefs both of the falfe prophets and of the people ; 
the blind lead the blind, and both fall together into the ditch, where 
they will be miferable comforters one to another. 

17. % Therefore thou Ihalt fay this word unto them, 



'I • 



Let 
and 
my 
very 

then 
into 

famine ; 
about 



mine eyes run 
Jet them not ceafe : 



down with tears night and day, 

for the virgin daughter of 



people is 
grievous blow., 
behold the flain 



broken with a great breach, with a 



18. If I go forth into the field, 
with the fword ; and if I 



the city, then behold them 



yea, 
into a 



both the 



9 

that 
and 



prophet 

know 



are 
the 



they 



hath 



land that 
thou utterly rejefted Judah 
Zioti ? w hy haft thou fmitcen us, 
[Ming for us ? we looked for 

DO 



enter 
fick with 
prieft go 

Haft 



not. 19. 

foul lothed 



thy 
and 



there 



ST: 



1 1 



goods 

trouble : 



and for the 



peace, 
time of healing, 

O L O 



and 



and 



ts no 

there is 

behold 



R D, our 
for 



21. Do not abhor us, 



20. We acknowledge, 
wickednefs, and the iniquity of_our fathers, 
J we finned 'againfl: thee. 
|% names fake, do not difgrace 
^S'ory: remember, break not thy _ 
I y 2. Are there any among the vanities of the 
I wt can caufe rain ? or can the heavens give fhowers ? 
I « not thou he, O L O R D our God ? therefore 
I ^e will wait upon thee : for thou haft made all thefe 

i 



we 
for 

the throne of thy 
covenant with us. 

Gentiles 



I v The prefent deplorable ftateof Judah and Jerufalem is here made 
I; tatter of the prophet's lamentation, ver. 17, 18. and the 



6 - — prophe 

fctfir ° f his P ra y er and interceffion f° r them, ver. 19. and I am 
tJt t0 h°P e > that the latter as well as the former is by divine 
paction; 



u — "9 and that thefe words, ver. 17. Thus /halt thou fay unto 
lJ»h or concerning them, or in their hearing, refer to the inter- 
[J • aS Wel1 as to the lamentation, and then it amounts to a revo- . 
^ 0n of the directions given to the prophet not to pray for them, j 



However it is plain, by the prayers we find ... 

liPV that the prophet did not under ftand it as a prohibition, J 



^ Ut n° n X aS ad^puragement like that, 1 John v* 16, / Jo not fa* 

he /hall pray for that. m * 

Here, 1 The prophet ftands Weeping over the ruins of hi- 
country ; God dire&s him to do fo, that fliewing himfelf affeaed* 
he might if poffible afFea them with the forefight of the calamities 
that were coming upon them. Jeremiah muft not Only fay lt t <g 
himfelf, but to them too, let mine eyes run down with tears, ven 17. 
Thus he muft fignify to them, that he certainly forefaw the /word 
corning, and another fort of famine^ more grievous even than this 
which they were now groaning under *, this was in the country for 
want of rain, that in the city through the ftraitnefs of the fiege. 
The prophet fpeaks as if he already faw the miferies attending the 
defcent which the Chaldeans made upon them 5 the virgin daughter 
of my people, that is as dear to me as a daughter to her father, fhe 
is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blew, much 
greater and more grievous than any fhe has yet fuftained ; for, Ver. 
18. in the field multitudes lie dead that were flain by the fvvord$ and 
in the city multitudes lie dying for want of food: Doleful fpecta-* 
cles! The prophets and the priefls, the falfe prophets that flattered 
them with their lies., and the wicked priefts that perfecuted the true 
prophets, thefe are now expelled their country, and go about eithe^ 
as prifoners and captives whitherfoever their conquerors lead them 5 
or as fugitives and vagabonds, wherever they can find fhelter and 
relief, in a land that they know not. Some underftand it of the true 
prophetSj Eaekiel and Daniel, that were carried to Babylon with 
the reft. The prophet's eyes muft run down with tears day and 
night, in profpecT: of this, that the people might be convinced^ not 
only that this woful day would infallibly come, and would be a very 
woful day indeed* but that he was far from defiring it, and would 
as gladly have brought them meflages of peace as their falfe pro- 
phets, if he might but have had warrant from heaven to do it. 
Note, Becaufe God, though he inflicts death on finners, yet 
delights not in it, it becomes his minifters, though in his nam© 
they pronounce the death of finners, yet fadly to lament it, 

2. .Heftands up to make interceffion for them 5 for who knows 
but God will yet return and repent ? While there is life there is 
hope, and room for prayer. And though there were many among 
them, who neither prayed themfelves, nor valued the prophet's 
prayers, yet there were fome who were better afFecled^ would join 
with him in his devotions, and fet the feal of their Amen to them. 

r. He humbly expoftu la tes with God concerning the prefen£ 
deplorablenefs of their cafe, ver. 19. It was very fad,- for, (1.) 
Their expectations from their God failed them; they thought ha 
had avouched Judah to be his, but now it feems he hath utterly 
rejected it, and caft it off; will not own any relation to it, or 
concern for it. However, they thought Zion was the beloved of 
his foul, was his reft for ever ; but now his /ouleven loaths Zion^ 
loaths even the fervices there performed, for the fake of the fins there 
committed. (2.) Then no marvel that all their other expectations 
failed them 5 they were /mitten, and their wounds were multiplied a 
but there was no healing for them; they looked for peace, becaufe 
there ufes to come after a ftorm a calm, and fair weather after a 
long fit of wetj but there was 720 good 5 things went ftill worfe and 
worfe: They looked for a healing time, but could not gain fo much 
as a breathing time ; heboid trouble at the door, by which we hoped 
peace would enter. And is it fo then? Hdfl thou indeed rejected 
Judah, Juftly thou mighteft : Hath thy foul loathed 
deferve it fhould : But wilt thou not at length in wrath remember 
mercy ? 

2. He makes a penitent confefiion of fin, fpeaking that language 
which they all fhould have fpoken, tho* but few did, ver. 20* 
we acknowledge our wickedne/s, the abounding wickednefs of our 
land, 2nd the iniquity of our fathers, which we" have imitated, and 
therefore juftly fmart for. JVe know, we acknozvledge, that we have 
finned againfl thee, and therefore thou art juft in all that is brought 
upon us, but becaufe we confefs our fins, we hope to find thee 
faithful and juft in forgiving our fins. 

3. He deprecates God's difpleafure, and by faith appeals to his 
honour and promife, ver. 21. His petition is, do not abhor us ; 
tho* thou afflict us, do not abhor us ; tho' thy hand be turned 
againfl us, let not thy heart be fo, nor let thy wind be alie- 
nated from us : They own God might juftly abhor them, 

had rendred themfelves odious in his eyes, yet when 
pray, do not abhor us, they mean, receive us into favour 
again. Let not thy foul loath Zion, ver. 1 9. Let not our incenfe be 
an abomination. They appeal, (1.) To the honour of God, the 
honour of his fcriptures, by which he hath made himfelf known; his 
word, which he hath magnified above all his name ; do not abhor us 
for thy name's fake, that name of thine by which we are called, and 
which we call upon. The honour of his fancluary; Lord, do 
not abhor us, for that will di/grace the throne of thy glory, 1. e. the 
temple, which is called a glorious high throne from the beginning, 
chap. xvii. 12. Let not that which has been the joy of the whole 
earth be made a hi/Rng and an afloni/hment ; we deferve to have dif 
grace put upon us, but let it not be fo as to reflecl: upon thy felt 5 
let not the defolations of the temple give occafion to the heathen 
to reproach him that ufed to be worfhtpped there, as if he could 
not or would not proteel: it, or as if the gods of the Chaldeans had 
been too hard for him. Note, Good men lay the credit of religion, 
and its profcffion in the world, nearer their hearts than any private 

intereft or concern of their own 5 and thofe are powerful pleas in 
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prayer which arc fetched from thence, and great fupports to faith. 
We may be fure God will not difgrace the throne of his glory on 
earth ; nor eclipfe the glory of his throne by one providence, but 
he will foon make it fhine forth, and more brightly than before, 
by another; God will be no lofer in his honour at the long run. 
( z.) To the promife of God ; of this they are humbly bold to 
put him in mind, remember thy covenant with us, and break not 
that covenant. Not that they had any diftruft of his fidelity, or 
that they thought he needed to be put in mind of his promife to 
them, but what he had faid he would plead with himfelf, they 
take the liberty to plead with him; then will I remember my cove- 
nant. Lev. xx vi. 42. . 

4. He profeffeth a dependence upon God for the mercy of rain, 
which they were now in want of, ver. 22. If they have forfeited 
their intereft in him as their God in covenant, yet they will not 
let go their hold as the God of nature. (1 .) They will never make 
their application to the idols of the heathen, for that would be 
foolifh and fruitlefs ; are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles 
thai can caufe rain ? No, in a time of great drought in Ifrael, 
Baal, though all Ifrael was at his devotion in the days of Ahab, 
yet he could not relieve them ; it was that God only who anfwered 
by fire, that could anfwer by water too. (2.) They will not termi- 
nate their regards in fecond caufes, nor expeft fupply from nature 
only ; can the heavens give /bowers ? No, not without orders from 
the God of heaven ; for it is he that has the key of the clouds, that 
opens the bottles of heaven, and waters the earth from his chambers. 
But, (3.) All their expe&ation therefore is from him, and their 
confidence in him. Art not thou he, O Lord our God, from whom 
we may expe£t fuccour, and to whom we muft apply ourfelves ? 
And art not thou he, that caufejl rain, and giveftjhowers ? For 
thou hajl made all thefe things, thou gaveft them being, and there- 
fore thou giveft them law, and haft them all at thy command ; 
thou madeft that moifture in nature, which is in a continual circu- 
lation, to ferve the intentions of providence, and thou direfteft 
it, and makeft what ufe thou pleafeft of it; therefore we will wait 
upon thee, and upon thee only ; we will ash of the Lord rain, Zech. 
x. r. We will irujl in him to give it us in due time, and be 
willing to tarry his time ; it is fit we fhould, and it will not be 
in vain to do fo. Note, The fovereignty of God fhould engage^ 
and his all-fufficiency encourage our attendance on him, and our 

expe&ations from him at all times. 
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When we left the prophet in the clofe of the foregoing chapter, fo pathe- 
tically pouring out his prayers before God, we had reafon to hope, 
ihat in this chapter we fhould find God reconciled to the land, and 
the prophet brought into a quiet compofed frame ; but to our great 
furprize we find it much otherwife as to both. (1.) Notwithstand- 
ing the prophet 's prayers, God here ratifies the fentence given againft 
the people, and abandons them to ruin, turning a deaf ear to all the 
inter ceffons made for them, ver. 1 — 9. (2.) The prophet himfelf 
notwithstanding the fatisf action he had in communion with God, fill 
finds himfelf uneajy and out of temper. ( 1 . ) He complains to God 
of his continual Ji niggle with his perfecutors, ver. 10. (2.) God 
cffures him, that he JJjall be taken under fpecial protection, though 
there was a general deflation coming upon the land, ver. 1 1 — 14, 
( 3 . ) He appeals to God concerning his fincerity in the difcharge of 
bis prophetical office, and thinks it hard he Jhould not have more of 
the comfort of 'it, ver. 15 — 18. (4.) Frejh fecurity is given him, 
that upon condiiioti he continue faithful, God will continue his care 
of him, and his favour to him, ver. 1 9 — 21 . And thus at length 
we hope he regained the pojfeffion of his own foul. 
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and 



THEN faid the L O R D unto me, Though Mofes 
and Samuel flood before me, yet my mind could 
be toward this people ; caft them out of my fight, 
let them go forth. 2. And it fhall 



come to 



pafs, if they fay unto thee, Whither lhall \ 
then thou fhalt tell them, Thus faith the 



Such as are for death, to death 5 



LORD, 
and fuch 



as are 

for the fword, to the fword ; and fuch as are for the 
famine, to the famine 5 and fuch as are for the capti- 

to the captivity. 3. 

faith the LORD; 



And I will 



appoint over 
the fword 



to 



. vit y> 

them four kinds, 
flay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the hea- 
ven, and the beafts of the earth, to devour and deftroy. 
And I will caufe them to be removed into all 



4 : 

kingdoms 



of the earth 



Manafleh 



Jerufal 



Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in 

5. For who fhall have 



lhall 



Jerufal 



or who (hall 



pity upon thee, 

bemone thee? or who 



mother of the 



forfaken me, faith the LOR D, thou arc gone bad 
ward : therefore will I ftretch out my hand ap a inft 
thee, and deftroy thee; I am weary with repentin 

7. And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of t f 
land : I will bereave them of children, I will deft™ 
my people, ftth they return not from their wav^ 

8. Their widows are increafed to me above the finrf 
of the feas : I have brought upon them againft 

young men, a fpoiler at noon-day! 
I have caufed him to fall upon it fuddenly, and ter 
rors upon the city. 9. She that hath born feven w 
guifheth : fhe hath given up the ghoft, her fun is gone 
down while it was yet day: (he hath been aftamed 
and confounded, and the refidue of them will I deliver 
to the fword before their enemies, faith the LOR D $ 

We fcarce find any where more pathetical expreflions of d; v ; Se 
wrath againft a provoking people, than we have here in thefe verfo 
The prophet had prayed earneftly for them, and found f om g 
among them to join with him 5 and yet not fo much as a reprieve 
was gained, or the leaft mitigation of the judgment; but this 
anfwer is given to the prophet's prayers, that the decree was gon e 
forth, was irreverfible, and would fhortly be executed. Obferve 
here, 

1. What the fin was upon which this fevere fentence was 
grounded. (1.) It is in remembrance of a former iniquity • it j, 
becaufe of Manafleh, for that which he did in Jerufalem, veru 
What that was we are told, and that it was for that that Jerufafeoi 
was deftroyed, 1 Kings xxiv. 3,4. It was for his idolatry, and tk 
innocent blood which he Jhed, which the Lord would not pardon. Hs 
is called thefon of Hezekiah, becaufe his relation to fogood a father 
was a great aggravation of his fin, fo far was it from bein<raa 
excufe of it. The greateft part of a generation was worn of 
fince Manafleh's time, yet his fin is brought into the account; as 
in Jerufalem's laft ruin God brought upon it all the righteous hhl 
Jhed on the earth, to fhew how heavy the guilt of blood will light 
and lie fomewhere fooner or later, and that reprieves are not par* 
dons. (2.) It is in confideration of their prefent impenitency. S« 
how their fin isdefcribed, ver. 6. Thou haft forfaken me, myfer* 
vice, and thy duty tome; thou art gone backward^ into the ways of 
contradiction, art become the reverfe of what thou fhouldft tavn 



a 



tr, 



been, and of what God by his law would have led thee forward 
to $ and fee how the impenitency is defcribed, ver. 7. thy return 
not from their ways, the ways of their own hearts, into the ways of 
God's commandments again. There is mercy for thofe, who 
have turned afide, if they will return $ but what favour can the; 
expert, that perfift in their apoftafy ? 

2. What the fentence is. It is fuch as Ipeaks no lefs than aa 
utter ruin. 

1. God himfelf abandons and abhors them; Mymindcanml 
be towards them. How can it be thought, that the holy God 
fhould have any remaining complacency in thofe, that have fuch 
a rooted antipathy to him I It is not in a paffion, but with a juft 
and holy indignation that he faith, cajl them out of my fight, as 
that which is in the higheft degree odious and offenfive 5 and Id 
them go forth, for I will be troubled with them no more. 

2. He will not admit any interceflion to be made for them, 
ver. . 1. Though Mofes and Samuel flood before me, by prayer or 
facrifice to reconcile me to them, yet I could not be prevailed 
with to admit them into favour. Mofes and Samuel were twoas 
great favourites of heaven as ever were the blefllngs of this eartb, 
and were particularly famed for the fuccefs of their mediation 
between God and his offending people 5 many a time they had 
been deftroyed, if Mofes had not flood before him in the breach; 
and to Samuel's prayers they owe their lives, 1 Sam. xii. *9- 
yet even their interceifions fhould not prevail, no, not though 
they were now in a ftate of perfection, much left Jeremiah's, 
who was a man now fubjeif to like pajjions as others* The put- 
ting of this as a cafe, though they Jhould fland before me, fuppofeth 
that they do not> and is an intimation, that faints in heaven arc 
not interceflbrs for faints on earth. It is the prerogative of the 
Eternal Word to be the only mediator in the other world, whatever 
Mofes and Samuel and others were in this. 

3. He condemns them all to one deftroying judgment or other. 
When God cafts them out of his prefence, whither Jhall the} & 
forth? ver. 2. Certainly ho whither to be fafe or eafy; h ut fjj 
be met by one judgment, while they are purfued < by another, w 
they find themfelves furrounded with mifchiefs on alf hands, to 
that they cannot efcape. Such as are for death, to death:}] 
death here is meant the peftilence, Rev. vi. 8. for itis death 
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out vifible means. 



thaC 



for death to death, or fi 
fword to the fword, i. e. every man fhall perifti in that waj 
God hath appointed : the law that appoints the malefaflort 
determines what death he lhall die. Or, he that is b X fS[ 
choice for this judgment, let him take it, or for that, let hi 
take it, but by the one or the other they fhall all fall, and none 
fhall efcape. It is a choice like that which David Ms pttyh 

Jlrait. 2 Sam. xxiv. 14*. u ' 



1 j — /-, Y " — " 1 aiju was Lucicuy put into a great jiraii. z oam. aa^. *t* • £ 

thou doeft ? 6. Thou haft tivity is mentioned laft, fome think, becaufe the foreft judgm« 
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1] it bein°* both a complication and continuance of mifenes. 
JSi? i'nf a&* /lew*/ is again repeated, ver. 3. and .is made the firft 
c other four frightful fet of deftroyers, which God will ap- 
' 'T over them, as officers oyer the fbldiers, to do what they 
P( ^ t hem. As thofe that efcape the fword, yet fhall be 



^off by pefHlence, famine, or captivity ; fo thofe that fell by 

^r^heVity, and fowls of the air and wild beafis in the field to 
ilevour 



C ) Ut fword, yet divine vengeance has not done with them, that 
r ™ finners on. the other fide death ; there fhall be dogs t$ tear 
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And if there be any that think to out-run juftice, they 
ifalTbe made the moft publick monuments of it; They fhall be 
a rve( i imo all kingdoms of the earth, ver. I. like Gain, who that 
^might {j e nia de a fpectacle of horror to all, became " a fugitive 
mid a vagabond in the earth. . 

They fliall fall without being relieved ; who can do any thing 
to help them ? When (1.) God, even their own God (fo he had 
been) appears againft them ; / will firetch out iny hand againfl 
ike; which notes .a 'deliberate determined ftroke, which will 
reach far, and wound deep : ver. 6. / am weary with repenting; 
jt is a ftrange expreffion ; they had carried themfelves fo pro- 
voking efpecially by their treacherous profeffions of repentance^ 
that they had put even infinite patience' it felf to the ftretch. 
God had oftentimes turned away his wrath, when it was ready to 
break forth againft them 5 but now he will grant no more reprieves. 
Tyliferable ; s the cafe of thofe, who have finned fo long againft 
God's mercy, that at length they have finned it away. (z.) Their 
own country expels them, and is ready to fpew them out, as it 
had done the Canaanites that were before them ; for fo it was 
thrcatned, Lev. xviii. 28. I will fan them with a fan in the gates 
cftbe land, in their own gates, through which they fhall be feat- 
ured ; or, into the gates of the earth, i. e. into the cities of all 
the nations about them. (3.) Their own children, that fhould 
ajlift them when they fpeak with the enemy in the gate, fhall be 
cut off from them, ver. 7. I will bereave ihe?n of children; fo 
that they fhall have little hopes that the next generation will re- 
trieve their affairs, for / will defiroy my people ; and when the 
inhabitants are flain, the land will foon be defolate. This me- 
lancholy article is enlarged upon, ver. 8, 9. where we have* 

(1.) 'The deftroyer brought upon them. When God has bloody 
work to do, he will find out bloody inftruments to do it with. 
Nebuchadnezzar is here called a fpoiler at noon-day ; not a thief 
in the night, that is afraid of being difcovered, but one that 
■without fear fhall break through and deftroy all the fences of 
rights and properties, and this in the face of the fun, and defi- 
ance of its light. / have brought againfl the mother a young man, 
a [poller* fo fome read it ; for Nebuchadnezzar, when he firft 
invaded Judah, was but a young man in the firft year of his reign. 
We read it, / have brought upon them, even again)? the mother 
cf the young men, a fpoiler, u e. againft Jerufalem, a mother-city, 
that had a very numerous family of young men: or, that inva- 
fion was in a particular manner terrible to thofe mothers, who 
Jiad many fons fit for war, who muft now jeopard their lives in 
the high places of the field ; and being an unequal match for the 
*nemy, would be likely to fall there, to the inexpreflible grief of 
their poor .mothers, that had nurfed them with a deal of tender- 
nefs. And the fame God that brought the fpoiler upon them, 
caufed him to fall upon it, \. e. upon the fpoil delivered to him, 
[uddenly, and by furprize ; and then terrors come upon the city. 
The original is very abrupt, the city and terrors : O the city, 
"what a confternation will it be in ! O the terrors that fhall then 
feizeitj Then the city and terrors ^ fhall be brought together, that 
feemed at a di fiance from each other. I will caufe to fall fuddenly 
tyonher (i. e. upon Jerufalem) a watcher and terrors, to Mr. Ga- 
taker reads it, for the word is ufed for a watcher, Dan. iv. 13,. 23. 
and the Chaldean foldiers were called watchers, chap. iv. 16. 

(2.) The deflruclion made by this deftroyer. A dreadful flaugh- 
ter is here defcribed. (1.) The wives are deprived of their huf- 
iands; their widows are increafed above the fand of the feas, fo 
numerous are they now grown : it was promifed that the men of 
Ifrael (for thofe only were numbered) fhould be as the fand of the 
fw for multitude, but now they fhall be all. cut off, and their 
widows fhall be fo. But obferve, God faith, they are increafed 
tome: tho' the husbands were cut ofF by the fword of his juftice, 
their poor widows were gathered in the arms of his mercy, who 
has taken it among the titles of his honour to be the God of the 
widows; widows are faid to betaken into the number, the number 
of thofe whom God has a particular companion and concern for. 
\f) The parents are deprived of their children. She that has 
wmfeven fons, whom fhe expected to be the fupport and joy 
of her age, now languifieth when fhe hath feen them all cut off 
7 *' le fword in one day, who had been many years her bur- 
n an d care. She that had many children is waxen feeble, 1 Sam. 
J. 1, > See what uncertain comforts children are, and let us there- 
ore re joice in them, as tbo 9 we rejoiced not. When the children 
are flain, the mother gives up the ghofl, for her life was bound 
"P Jn theirs : Her fun is gone down while it was yet day ; fhe is 
bereaved of all her comforts then when fhe thought her felf in 
Me mid ft 0 f enjoyment of them. She is now ajhamed and 
mounded to think how proud fhe had been of her fons, how 
ond of them, and how much fhe promifed her felf from them. 

°me ! underftand by this languifhing mother, Jerufalem lament- 
■No, lxii. 



ing the death of her inhabitants as paflionately, as ever poor 
mother bewailed her children. Many are cut off already, and 
the refidue of them, who have yet efcaped, and it was hoped were 
referved to be the feed of another generation, even them will I 
deliver to the fword before their enemies ; as the condemned ma- 
lefadlor is delivered to the fherifF to be executed, faith the Lord* 
the judge of heaven and earth, who we are fure herein judgeth 
right, tho* the judgment feem fevere. 

. 5. They fhall fall without being pitied, ver. For who fhall 
have pity on thee, O Jerufalem ? When thy God hath cafl thee 
out of his fight* and his companions fail, and are fhut up from, 
thee, neither thine enemies, nor thy friends fhall have any com- 
panion for thee^ They fhall have no fympathy with thee, they 
fhall not bemoan thee* or be forry for thee, fhall have no concern 
for thee, fhall not go a ftep out of their way to ask how thou doft^ 
For, (1.) Their friends who. were expected to do thefe friendly 
offices, Were all involved with them in the calamities, and had 
enough to do to bemoan themfelves. (2.) It was plain to all their 
neighbours that they had brought all this mifery upon themfelves, 
by their obftinacy in fin, and they might eafily have prevented it 
by repentance and reformation, which they were often in vain 
called to, and therefore zoho can pity them? O Ifrael* thou haft 
defiroyed thy felf. Thofe will perifh for ever unpitied, that might 
have been faved upon fuch cafy terms, and v/ould not. (3.) God 
Will thus com pleat their mifery, he will fet their acquain- 
tance as he did Job's, at a diftance from them : and his hand^ 
his righteous hand is to be acknowledged in all the unkindnefTes 

of our friends, as well as in all the injuries done us by our 
foes. 



ID. % Wo is me, ray mother* that thou haft born 
riie a man of ftrife, and a man of contention to the 
whole earth : I have neither lent on ufury, nor men 
have lent to me on ufury, yet every one of them doth 
curfe me. 11. The LORD faid, Verily it (hall be 
well with thy remnant, verily I will caufe the enemy 
to entreat thee well in the time of evil, and in the 
time of afflidHon. 12. Shall iron break the northern 
iron and the fteel ? 13. Thy fubftance and thy trea- 
fures will I give to the fpoil without price, and that 
for all thy fins, even in all thy borders. 14. And I 
will make thee to pafs with thine enemies, into a land 
which thou knoweft not : for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, which fhall burn upon you. 



Jeremiah is now returned from his publick work, and is re- 
tired into his clofet ; what pafled between him and his God there, 
we have an account of in thefe and the following verfes, which 
he publifhed afterwards to affedl the people with the weight and 
importance of his mcfiages to them. Here is, 

1. The complaint which the prophet makes to God of the 
many difcouragements he met with in his work, ver. 10. 

(1.) He met with a great deal of contradiction and oppofition. 
He was a man of filrlfe and co?itention to the whole land, fo it 
might be read, rather than to the whole earth, for his bufinefs 
lay only in that land ; both city and country quarrelled with 
him, and fet themfelves againft him, and faid and did all they 
could to thwart him. He was a peaceable man, gave no provo- 
cation to any, nor was apt to refent the provocations given him, 
and yet a man of Jlrlfe, i. e. not a man flriving, but a man 
flriven with : he was for peace, but when he fpake, they were 
for war. And whatever they pretended, that which was the real 
caufe of their quarrels with him, was his faithfulnefs to God, 
and to their fouls : he fhewed them their fins that were working 
their ruin, and put them into a way to prevent that ruin, which 
was the greateft kindnels he could do them, and yet this was it 
for which they were incenfed againft him, and looked upon him. 
as their enemy. Even the prince of peace himfelf was thus a 
man of firife, a fign fpoken againft, continually enduring the con- 
tradiction of finners againfl himfelf And the gofpel of peace 
brings divzfion, even to fire and fword; Mat. x. 34, 3J. Luke 
xii. 49, 51. Now this made Jeremiah very uneafy, even to a 
degree of impatience ; he cried out, JVo is me, my mother, that thou 
haft born me. As if it were his mother's fault that fhe bore him, 
and he had better never have been born, than be born to fuch an 
uncomfortable life ; nay, he is angry that fhe had born him a man, 
of firife 1 as if he had been fatally determined to this by the ftars 
that were in the afcendant at his birth. If he had any meaning 
of this kind, doubtlefs it was very much his infirmity, we rather 
hope it was intended for no more but a pathetical lamentation 
of his own cafe. Note, 1. Even thofe who are moft quiet and 
peaceable, yet if they ferve God faithfully, are often made men 
of firife. We can but follow peace ; have the making only of 
one fide of the bargain, and therefore can but, as much as in us 
lies, live peaceably. 2. It is very uncomfortable to thofe who 
are of a peaceable difpofition, to live among thofe that are con- 
tinually picking quarrels with them. 3. Yet if we cannot live 

fo peaceably as wedefire with our neighbours, we muft not be fo 
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prayer which arc fetched from thence, and great fupports to faith. 
We may be fure God will not difgrace the throne of his glory on 
earth ; nor eclipfe the glory of his throne by one providence, but 
he will foon make it fhine forth, and more brightly than before, 
by another; God will be no lofer in his honour at the long run. 
• ( 2.) To the promife of God ; of this they are humbly bold to 
put him in mind, remember thy covenant with us, and break not 
that covenant. Not that they had any diftruft of his fidelity, or 
that they thought he needed to be put in mind of his promife to 
them, but what he had faid he would plead with hzmfelf, they 
take the liberty to plead with hims then will I remember my cove- 
nant, Lev. xx vi. 42. . 

4. He profeiTeth a dependence upon God for the mercy or rain, 
which they were now in want of, ver. 22. If they have forfeited 
their intereft in him as their God in covenant, yet they will not 
let go their hold as the God of nature. ( 1 .) They will never make 
their application to the idols of the heathen, for that would be 
foolifh and fruitlefs ; are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can caufe rain ? No, in a time of great drought in Ifrael, 
Baal, though all Ifrael was at his devotion in the days of Ahab, 
yet he could not relieve them ; it was that God only who anfwered 
by fire, that could anfwer by water too. (2.) They will not termi- 
nate their regards in fecond caufes, nor expeffc fupply from nature 
only ; can the heavens give Jhowers ? No, not without orders from 
the God of heaven ; for it is he that has the key of the clouds, that 
opens the bottles of heaven, and waters the earth from his chambers. 
But, (3.) All their expe&ation therefore is from him, and their 
confidence in him. Art not thou he, O Lord our God, from whom 
We may expert fuccour, and to whom wc muft apply ourfelves? 
And art not thou he, that caufeji rain, and givejl Jhowers P For 
thou hajl made all thefe things, thou gaveft them being, and there- 
fore thou giveft them law, and haft them all at thy command ; 
thou madeft that moifture in nature, which is in a continual circu- 
lation, to ferve the intentions of providence, and thou dire&eft 
it, and makeft what ufe thou pleafeft of it; therefore we will wait 
ttponthee^ and upon thee only ; we will ask of the Lord rain, Zech. 
x. r. We will trujl in him to give it us in due time, and be 
willing to tarry his time ; it is fit we fhould, and it will not be 
in vain to do fo. Note, The fovereignty of God fhould engage, 
and his all-fufEciency encourage our attendance on him, and our 

expe£tations from him at all times. 



CHAP, XV, 



When we left the prophet In the chfe of the foregoing chapter, fo pathe- 
tically pouring out his prayers before God, we had reafon to hope, 
that in this chapter we fhould find God reconciled to the land, and 
the prophet brought into a quiet compofed frame ; but to our great 

furprize we find it much otherwife as to both. (1.) Notwithjland- 
ing the prophet's prayers, God here ratifies the fentence given againjl 
the people, and abandons the?n to ruin, turning a deaf ear to all the 
inter cefiions made for the?n, ver. 1 — 9. (2,) The prophet himfelf 
notwithflanding the fatisf action he had in communio?i with God^Jlill 

finds himfelf uneafy and out of temper. (1.) He complains to God 
of his continual Jl niggle with his perfecutors, ver. 10, (2.) God 
affures him, that he Jhall be taken under fpecial protections though 
there was a general defolation coming upon the land, ver. 1 1 — 14, 
(3.) He appeals to God concerning^ his ftncerity in the dij charge of 
his prophetical office, and thinks it hard he Jhould not have more of 
the comfort of it, ver. 15—18. (4.) Frejh fecurity is given him, 
that upon condition he continue faithful, God will continue his care 
cf him, and his favour to him, ver. 1 9 — 2 1 . And thus at length 
we hope he regained the pojfejjion of his own foul. 



1 -HP HEN faid the L O R D unto me, Though Mofes 
. and Samuel flood before me, yet my mind could 
not he toward this people ; caft them out of my fight, 
and let them go forth. 2. And it fhall come to 
pafs, if they fay unto thee, Whither fhall we go forth? 
then thou fhalt tell them, Thus faith the LOR D, 
Such as are for death, to death 5 and fuch as are 
for the fword, to the fword 5 and fuch as are for the 
famine, to the famine 5 and fuch as are for the capti- 

And I will appoint over 

the fword to 



vity, to the captivity. 3 
them four kinds, faith the LORD; 
flay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the hea- 
ven, and the beafts of the earth, to devour aqd deftroy. 
4. And I will caufe them to be removed into all 



7. And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of 



forfaken me, faith the LORD, thou art gone b k 
ward : therefore will I ftretch out my hand a& *d 
thee, and deftroy thee; I am weary with repentj 

land : I will bereave them of children, I will deftr^ 
my people, fith they return not from their w a °^ 
8. Their widows are increafed to me above the f^l 
of the feas: I have brought upon them • - * 
mother of the young men, a fpoiler at 



a gainft th e 



muiner ui cue yuuug zucu, u i^uuci ac fl00n-d av% 

I have caufed him to fall upon it fuddenly, and te 
rors upon the city. 9. She that hath born feven \ 
guifheth: fhe hath given up the ghoft, her funisgo^ 
down while it was yet day : fhe hath been aftanJ 
and confounded, and the refidue of them will I delive 
to the fword before their enemies, faith the L ORj/ 

We fcarce find any where more pathetical expreffions of divi n 
wrath againft a provoking people, than we have here in thefe verfe/ 
The prophet had prayed earneftly for them, and found f ome ' 
among them to join with him ; and yet not fo much as a reprieve 
was gained, or the leaft mitigation of the judgment 5 but thk 
anfwer is given to the prophet's prayers, that the decree was gone 
forth, was irreverfible, and would fhortly be executed. Obferye 
here, 

1. What the fin was upon which this fevere fentence was 
grounded. (1.) It is in remembrance of a former iniquity, ft jj 
becaufe of Manafleh, for that which he did in Jerufalem, ver 4 L 
What that was we are told, and that it was for that that Jerufalem 
was deftroyed, 1 Kings xxiv. 3,4. It was for his idolatry, and tk 
innocent blood which he Jhed, which the Lord would not pardon. He 
is called thefon of Hezekiah, becaufe his relation to fogood a father 
was a great aggravation of his fin, fo far was it from bein*aa 
excu/e of it. The greateft part of a generation was worn off 
fince Manafleh's time, yet his fin is brought into the account* as 
in Jerufalem's laft ruin God brought upon it all the righteous 
Jhed on the earth, to Ihew how heavy the guilt of blood will light 
and lie fomewhere fooner or later, and that reprieves are not par- 
dons. (2.) It is in confideration of their prefent impenitency. See ! 
how their fin is defcribed, ver. 6. Thou hajl forfake7i me, myfer- 
vice, and thy duty tome; thou art gone backward^ into the ways of 
contradiction, art become the reverfe of what thou fhouldftke 
been, and of what God by his law would have led thee forward 
to ; and fee how the impenitency is defcribed, *uer. 7. they ntm i 
not from their ways, the ways of their own hearts, into the ways of 
God's commandments again. There is mercy for thofe, who 
have turned afide, if they will return 3 but what favour can thy 
expert, that perfift in their apoftafy ? 

2. What the fentence is. It is fuch as fpeaks no lefs thanaa j 
utter ruin. 

1. God himfelf abandons and abhors them; Mymin&camX 
be towards them. How can it be thought, that the holy God 
Ihould have any remaining complacency in thofe, that have fuch 
a rooted antipathy to him ? It is not in a paflion, but with a jut 
and holy indignation that he faith, cajl them out of my fight, % 
that which is in the higheft degree odious and offenfivej andfe 
them go forth, for I will be troubled with them no more. 

2. He will not admit any interceffion to be made for them J 
ver. 1. Though Mofes and Samuel floodbefore me, by prayer or 
facrifice to reconcile me to them, yet I could not be prevailed 
with to admit them into favour. Mofes and Samuel were twoas 
great favourites of heaven as ever were the bleffings of thiseartii,[ 
and were particularly famed for the fuccefs of their mediation 
between God and his offending people; many a time they hi 
been deftroyed, if Mofes had not flood before him in the breach} 
and to Samuel's prayers they owe their lives, 1 Sam. xii. 
yet even their interceffions fhould not prevail, no, not thougi 
they were now in a flate of perfection, much lefs Jeremiah'* 
who was a man now fubjecJ to like paj/ions as others. The put- 
ting of this as a cafe, though they Jhould Jland before me y fuppoW 
that they do not, and is an intimation, that faints in heaven arc 
not interceflbrs for faints on earth. It is the prerogative of tk 
Eternal Word to be the only mediator in the other world, whatevtf 
Mofes and Samuel and others were in this. 

He condemns them all to one deftroying judgment or otbtt, 
When God cafts them out of his prefence, whither jhall M 9 
forth? ver. 2. Certainly no whither to be fafe or eafy; b uC !J 
be met by one judgment, while they are purfued by another, 
they find themfelves furrounded with mifchiefs on alf hands, w 

Such as are for death, to death : 




3 



that they cannot efcape. 



death here is meant the peftilence, Rev. vi. 8. for itis^* W1 ^ 

e that are for death to death, or fa " 
fword to the Jivord, i. e. every man fhall perifh in that way 



out vifible means. 



that 



kingdoms of the earth 



Terufal 



Jhall 



Terufalem 



God hath appointed : the law' that appoints the malefadior's death, 
determines what death he fhall die. Or, he that is by his ff& 
choice for this judgment, let him take it, or for that, let ^ 
take it, but by the one or the other they fhall all fall, and fl^ 5 
fhall efcape. It is a choice like that which David vrzsfunh 
, j n A 7" w j and was thereby put into a great Jlrait. 2 Sam. xxiv. *4' "\ 

thou doeft £ 6. Thpu haft tivity is mentioned laft, fome think, becaufe the foreft 

2 



icaufe of ManafTeh the fon 
Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in 

5. For who fhall have pity upon thee, 
? or who fhall bemone thee? or who 
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~ nit being both a complication and continuance of miferies. 
«L I'^f the fword is again repeated, ver. 3. and ,is made the firft 
of another four frightful fet of deftroyers, which God will af- 



- • over thefn^ as officers, oyer the foldiers, to do what they 
^ f with them- As thofe that efcape the fwordj yet fhall be 
P lea °g by peftilence, famine, or captivity ; fo thofe that fall by 
CUt fword V et divine vengeance has not done with them, that 
V finners on. the other fide death ; there fhall be dogs to tear 
' h^city, and fowls of the air and wild beofts in the field to 
Tv'iir And if there be any that think to out-run juflice, they 
iVlTbe made the moft publick monuments of it; They Jhall be 
rved into all kingdoms of the earth, ver. I. like Gain, who that 
Wnfebt be made a fpectacle of horror to all, became ' a fugitive 
and /vagabond in the earth. . 

They fhall fall without being relieved ; who can do any thing 
to help them ? When (1.) God, even their own God (fo he had 
been) appears againft them ; / will jlretch out ?ny hand againft 
lite' which notes .a -deliberate determined ftroke, which will 
reach far, and wound deep : ver. 6. J am weary with repenting ; 
. is a ftrange expreffion ; they had carried themfelves fo pro- 
vokinglyj efpecially by their treacherous profeflions of repentance* 
that they had put even infinite patience it felf to the ftretch. 
God had oftentimes turned away his wrath, when it was ready to 
break forth againft them ; but now he will grant no more reprieves. 
•Viiferable is the cafe of thofe, who have finned fo long againft 
God's mercy, that at length they have finned it away. (2.) Their 
own country expels them, and is ready to fpew them out \ as it 
had done the Canaanites that were before them ; for fo it was 
threatned, Lev. xviii. 28. I will fan them with a fan in the gates 
cfthe land, in their own gates, through which they fhall be feat- 
ured ; or, into the gates of the earth, i. e. into the cities of all 
the nations about them. (3.) Their own children, that fhould 
affift them when they fpeak with the enemy in the gate, (hall be 
cut off from them, ver. 7. / will bereave them of children; fo 
that they fhall have little hopes that the next generation will re- 
trieve their affairs, for / will dejlroy my people ; and when the 
inhabitants are flain, the land will foon be defolate. This me- 
lancholy article is enlarged upon, wr. 8, 9. where we have* 

(1.) The deftroyer brought upon them. When God has bloody 
work to do, he will find out bloody inftruments to do it with. 
Nebuchadnezzar is here called a fpoiler at noon-day ; hot a thief 
in the night, that is afraid of being difcovered, but one that 
■without fear fhall break through and deftroy all the fences of 
; rights and properties, and this in the face of the fun, and defi- 
ance of its light. / have brought againjl the mother a young man^ 
a [poller* fo fome read it ; for Nebuchadnezzar, when he firft 
invaded Judah, was but a young man in the firft year of his reign. 
We read it, I have brought upon them, even again)? the mother 
cf the young men, a fpoiler, i. e. againft Jerufalem, a mother-city, 
that had a very numerous family of young men : or, that inva- 
sion was in a particular manner terrible to thofe mothers, who 
kd many fons fit for war, who muft now jeopard their lives in 
the high places of the field ; and being an unequal match for the 
■enemy, would be likely to fall there, to the inexpreilible grief of 
their poor .mothers, that had nurfed them with a deal of tender- 
nefs. And the fame God that brought the fpoiler upon ■ them, 
caufed him to fall upon it, \. e. upon the fpoil delivered to him, 
fiddenly, and by furprize ; and then terrors come upon the city. 
The original is very abrupt, the city and terrors : O the city 9 
"what a confirmation will it be in ! O the terrors that fhall then 
feize it • Then the city and terrors fhall be brought together, that 
feemed at a diftance from each other* / will caufe to fall fuddenly 
tyonber (i. e. upon Jerufalem) a watcher and terrors, fo Mr. -Gar- 
taker reads it, for the word is ufed for a watcher, Dan. iv. .13, 23. 
and the Chaldean foldiers were called watchers, chap. iv. 1 6. 

(2.) The deftruclion made by this deftroyer. A dreadful flaugh- 
ter is here described. (1.) The wives are deprived of their huf- 
iandsj their widows are increafed above the fand of the feas, fo 
numerous are they now grown : it was promifed that the men of 
Ifrael (for thofe only were numbered) fhould be as the fand of the 
fm fir multitude, but now they fhall be all cut off", and their 
widows fhall be fo. But obferve, God faith, they are increafed 
to me : tho' the husbands were cut ofF by the fword of his juftice, 
their poor widows were gathered in the arms of his mercy, who 
has taken it among the titles of his honour to be the God of the 
Widows; widows are faid to be taken into the number, the number 
of thofe whom God has a particular compaflion and concern for, 
{2.) The parents are deprived of their children. She that has 
mm feven fons, whom fhe expected to be the fupport and joy 
or her age, now languijheth when fhe hath feen them all cut off 
Y the fword in one day, who had been many years her bur- 
?. en an d care. She that had many children is waxen feeble, 1 Sam. 
11. 5« See what uncertain comforts children are, and let us there- 
ore r ejoice in them, as tho 9 we rejoiced not. When the children 
ar e flain, the mother gives up the ghqft, for her life was bound 
j|P in theirs : Her fun is gone down while it was yet day ; fhe is 
bereaved of all her comforts then when fhe thought her felf in 
we midft 0 f t h e enjoyment of them. She is now ajhamed and 
unfounded to think how proud fhe had been of her fons, how 
»>nd of them, and how much fhe promifed her felf from them. 

aome underftand by this languifhing mother, Jerufalem lament- 



ing the death of her inhabitants as paflionately, as ever poor 
mother bewailed her children. Many are cut off already and 
the refidue of them, who have yet efcaped, and it was hoped'were 
referved to be the feed of another generation, even them will 1 
deliver to the fword before their enemies ; as the condemned ma- 
lefactor is delivered to the fherifF to be executed, faith the Lord* 
the judge of heaven and earth, who we are fure herein judgeth 
right, tho* the judgment feem fevere. 

5. They fhall fall without being pitied, ver. J, For who Jhall 
have pity on thee, O Jerufalem ? AVhen thy God hath cafl thee 
out of his fight, and his compaffions fail, and are fhut up from, 
thee, neither thine enemies, nor thy friends fhall have any com- 
panion for thee;* They fhall have no fympathy with thee, they 
lhall not bc?noan thee? or be forry for thee, fhall have no concerr* 
for thee, fhall not go 2. ftep out of their way to ask how thou doff m 
For, (r.) Their friends who, were expected to do thefe friendly 
offices, Were all involved with them. in the calamities, and had 
enough to do to bemoari themfelves. (2.) It was plain to all their 
neighbours that they had brought all this mifery upon themfelves, 
by their obftinacy in firi, and they might eafily have prevented it 

by repentance and reformation, which they were often in vain 
called to, and therefore zvho can pity them ? O Ifrael, thou haft 
deftroyed thy felf Thofe will perifh for ever unpitied, that might 
have been faved upon fuch cafy terms, and would not. (3.) God 
Will thus compleat their mifery, he will fet their acquain- 
tance as he did Job's, at a diftance from them : and his hand, 
his righteous hand is to be acknowledged in all the unkindnefTes 
of our friends, as well as in all the injuries done us by our 
foes. 



it>. ^ Wo is rue, my mother* that thou haft born 
riie a man of ftrife, and a man of contention to the 
whole earth : I have neither lent on ufury, nor men 
have lent to me on ufury, yet every one of them doth 
curfe me. 11. The LORD faid, Verily it fhall be 
well with thy remnant, verily I will caufe the enemy 
to entreat thee well in the time of evil, and in the 
time of afflidHon. 12. Shall iron break the northern 
iron and the fteel ? 13. Thy fubftance and thy trea- 
fures will I give to the fpoil without price, and that 
for all thy fins, even in all thy borders. 14. And I 
will make thee to pafs with thine enemies, into a land 
which thou knoweft not : for a fire is kindled in mine 
anger, which fhall burn upon you. 



Jeremiah is now returned from his publick work, and is re- 
tired into his clofet ; what palled between him and his God there, 
we have an account of in thefe and the following verfes, which 
he publifhed afterwards to affect the people with the weight and 
importance of his melTages to them. Here is, 

1. The complaint which the prophet makes to God of the 
many difcouragements he met with in his work, ver. 10. 

(1.) He met with a great deal of contradiclion and oppofition- 
He was a man of flrife and contention to the . whole land, fo it 
might be read, rather than to the whole earth, for his bufinefs 
lay only in that land ; both city and country quarrelled with 
him, and fet themfelves againft him, and faid and did all they 
could to thwart him. He was a peaceable man, gave no provo- 
cation to any, nor was apt to refent the provocations given him, 
and yet a man of flrife, \. e. not a man flriving, but a man 
flriven with : he was for peace, but when he fpake, they were 
for war. And whatever they pretended, that which was the real 
caufe of their quarrels with him, was his faithfulnefs to God, 
and to their fouls: he fhe wed them their fins that were working 
their ruin, and put them into a way to prevent that ruin, which 
was the greateft kindnels he could do them, and yet this was it 
for which they were incenfed againft him, and looked upon him 
as their enemy. Even the prince of peace himfelf was thus a 
man of flrife, a fign fpoken againft, continually enduring the con- 
tradiction of finners againfl himfelf. And the gofpel of peace 
brings divifion, even to fire and fword; Mat. x. 34, 35. Luke 
xii. 49, 51. Now this made Jeremiah very uneafy, even to a 
degree of impatience ; he cried out, TVo is me, my mother, that thou, 
haft born me. As if it were his mother's fault that fhe bore him, 
and he had better never have been born, than be born to fuch an 
uncomfortable life ; nay, he is angry that fhe had born him a man 
of Jlrife ; as if he had been fatally determined to this by the ftars 
that were in the afcendant at his birth. If he had any meaning 
of this kind, doubtlefs it was very much his infirmity, we rather 
hope it was intended for no more but a pathetical lamentation 
of his own cafe. Note, 1 . Even thofe who are rnoft quiet and 
peaceable, yet if they ferve God faithfully, are often made men 
of flrife. We can but follow peace ; have the making only of 
one fide of the bargain, and therefore can but, as much as in us 
lies, live peaceably. 2. It is very uncomfortable to thofe who 
are of a peaceable difpofition, to live among thofe that are con- 
tinually picking quarrels with them. 3. Yet if we cannot live 
fo peaceably as wedefire with our neighbours, we muft not be fo 
22L . diflurbcd 
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difturbed at it as thereby to lofe the repofe of our own minds, 



arid put our felves upon the fret; ...... 4 ,.- j • 

. (2.) He met with a great deal of contempt, contumely, and re- 
broach. They every one of them curfed him s they branded him 
as a turbulent famous man, as an incendiary* arid a fower of dil- 
fcbrd and fedition. They ought to have bleffed him; and to have 
blefled God for him ; but they were arrived to fuch a pitch ot 
enmity againft God and his word, that for his fake they curfed 
his meffen^er, fpoke ill of him, wifhed ill to him, did all they 
could to make him odious, they all did fo s he had fcarce one 
friend in Judah or Jerufalem that would give him a good word. 
Kote It is often the lot of the beft of men to be put under the 
-worft of characters ; fo perfecuted they the prophets. _ But one 
would be apt to fufpecl:, that furely Jeremiah had given them 
fome provocation, elfe he could not have loft himfelf thus : no, 
jiot the leaft,- I have neither lent money, nor borrowed money ; 
Jiave been neither creditor nor debtor, for fo general is the figni- 
fication of the words here. (1.) It is implied here, that thofe 
who deal much in the bufinefs of this world, are often involved 
thereby in Jlrife and contention ; meum and tuum are the great 
xnake-bates, lenders and borrowers fue and are fued, and great 
dealers often get a deal of ill-will. (2.) It was an mftance of 
Jeremiah's great prudence, and is written for our learning, that 
being called to be a prophet, he entangled not himfelf in the affairs 
of this life, but kept clear from them, that he might apply him- 
felf the more clofely to the bufinefs of his profeflion, and might 
not give the leaft umbrage of fufpicion that he aimed at fecular 
advantages in it, nor any occaflon to his neighbours to contend 
with him. He put out no money, for he was no ufurer, nor 
indeed had no money to lend : he took up no money, for he was 
no purchafer, nor merchant,- no fpend-thrift. He was perfectly 
dead to this world, and the things of it : a very little ferved to 
keep him, and we find, chap. xvi. 2. he had neither wife nor 
children to keep. And yet, (3.) Tho' he carried himfelf thus 
difcreetly, and fo as one would have' thought fhould have gained 
him an univerfal efteem, yet he lay under a general odium, through 
the iniquity of the times. Blefled be God, as bad as things are 
with us, they are not fo bad, but there are thofe with whom 
virtue has its praife ; yet let not thofe who carry themfelves moft 
prudently, think it ftrange if they have not the refpeet and 
efteem they deferve. 'Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate 



you 



Tho' 



2. The anfwer which God gave to this complaint, 
there was in it a mixture of paffion and infirmity, yet God gra- 
cioufly took cognizance of it, becaufe it was for his fake that 
the prophet fuffered reproach. In this anfwer, 

1. God allures him that he lhould weather the florm, and be 
made eafy at lajl, ver. ir. Tho' his neighbours quarrelled with 
him for what he did in the difcharge of his office, yet God ac- 
cepted him, and promifed to ftand by him. And it is in the 
original exprefled in the form of an oath, if I take not care of 
thee, let me never be counted faithful ; verily, it Jhall go well 
with thy remnant, i. e. with the remainder of thy life, for fo 
the word lignifies. The refidue of thy days fhall be more com- 
fortable to thee, than thofe hitherto have been. Thy end Jhall 
be good ; fo the Chaldee reads it. Note, It is a great and fuffici- 
ent fupport to the people of God, that how troublefome foever 
their way may be, it (hall be well with them in their latter end, 
PfaL xxxvii. 37- They have ftill a remnant, a refidue, fomething 
behind, and left in referve, which will be fufiicient to balance 
all their grievances, and the hope of it to make them eafy. 
It fhould feem, Jeremiah, befides the vexation that his people 
gave him, was uneafy at the apprehenfion he had of fharing 
largely in the publick judgments which he forelaw coming 5 
and tho' he mentioned not this, God replied to his thought of 
it; as to Mofes, Exod. iv. 19. Jeremiah thought if his friends 
were thus abufive to him, what would his enemies be ? And 
God had thought fit to awaken in him an expectation of this 
kind, chap. xii. 5. But here he quiets his mind with this pro- 
rnife, Verily, I zuill caufe the enemy to intreat thee well in the 
time of evil, when all about thee fhall be laid wafte. Note, God 
has all mens hearts in his hands, and can turn thofe to favour 
his fervants, whom they were moft afraid of. And the pro- 
phets of the Lord have often met with fairer and better treat- 
ment among open enemies, than among thofe that call them- 
felves his people. When we fee trouble coming, and it looks 
very threatning, yet let us not defpair, but hope in God, becaufe 
it may prove better than likely. This promife was accomplifhed, 
when Nebuchadnezzar having taken the city, charged the cap- 
tain of the guard to be kind to Jeremiah, and let him have 
every thing he had a mind to, chap, xxxix. 11. 12. The follow- 
ing words, ver. iz. Shall common iron break the northern iron, 
end the fleel, or brafs, being compared with the promife God 
made to Jeremiah, chap. i. 1 8. that he would make' him an 
iron pillar, and brazen walls, feem intended for his comfort. 
They were continually clafhing with him, and were rough and 
hard as iron, but Jeremiah being armed with power and cou- 
rage from on high, is as northern iron, which is naturally ftronc- 



er, and as Jlecl which is hardened 
fhall not prevail ap-ainft him. ™mn 



turns 



iii. 8, 9. And he might the better bear their quarrelling^^ ,. 
when he was fure of the victory. 1 
2. God aflures him that his eriemies sihd perfecutbrs fh 0 u 
be loft in the florin, fhould be ruined at laft, and therein th 
word of God in his mouth fhould be accomplifhed; and K 
fhould be proved a true prophet, ver. 13, 14, God here 
his fpeech from the prophet to the people. And to them 3 lf 0 
ver. 12. may be applied, Shall iron break the northern iron G \ 
the Jleel? Shall their courage and ftrength, and the moft hard 
and vigorous of their efforts be able to conteft either with t/ 
counfel of Godj or with the army of the Chaldeans, which a* 
as inflexible, as invincible as the northern iron, and the 
Let them therefore hear their doom ; Thy fab/lance and thy trea. 
fure will I give to the fpoiU and that without price, the f po j| er ' 
fhall have it gratis, it fhall be to them a cheap and eafy prev 
Obferve, The prophet * was poor, he neither lent nor bory 0W gJ 
he had nothing to lofe, neither fubjlaiice nor treafure, and there! 
fore the enemy will treat him well, Cantabit vacuus coram h. 
trone viator : But the people that had great eftates in money and 
land, would be flain for what they had, or the enemy fi nc ]j n2 
they had much, would ufe them hardly to make them confefj 
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it is for all thy fins, even in all thy borders : all parts of the 
country, even thofe which lay mofl remote, had contributed to 
the national guilt, and all fhall now be brought to account. 
Let not one tribe lay the blame upon another, but each take 
fhame to themfelves ; it is for all thy fins in all thy border^ 
Thus fhall they ftay at home till they fee their eftates ruined' 
and then they fhall be carried into captivity, to fpend the fad 
remains of a miferable life in flavery : / will make thee to 
with thine enemies, that fhall lead thee in triumph, into a kni \ 
that thou knowefl not, and therefore canft expect to find no com- [ 
fort in it. And all this is the fruit of God's wrath : it is a fa ^ 
kindled in ?nine anger, which Jhall burn upon you, and if not ex- ' 
tinguifhed in time will burn eternally. 



15. ^ O LORD, thou knoweft, remember me; 
and vific me, and revenge me of my perfecutors, take 
me not away in thy Jong-fufFering : know that for 
thy fake I have fuffered rebuke, 16. Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them, and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart, for I am cal- 
led by thy name, O LORD God of hofts. 17. 1 hi 
not in the affembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced: I 
fat alone becaufe of thy hand : for thou haft filled 
me with indignation. 18. Why is my paia perpe- 
tual ? and my wound incurable, which refufeth to 
be cured ? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, 
and as waters that fail ? 19. ^jf Therefore thus faith 
the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee 
again, and thou fhak ftand before me : and if thou 
take forth the precious from the vile, thou fhak be 
as my mouth : let them return unto thee, but return 
not thou unto them. 20. And I will make thee unto 
this people a fenced brafen wall, and they fhall fight 
againft thee, but they fhall not prevail againft thee} 
for 1 am with thee to fave thee, and to deliver thee, 
faith the LOR D. 2r. And I will deliver thee out 
of the-: hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee 
out of the hand of the terrible. 




■ 

Here, as before, we have, 

1. The prophet's humble addrefs to God, containing a tt< 
monftrance both of his integrity, and of the hardfhips he under- 
went notwithftanding. It is matter of comfort to us, that 
whatever ails us, we have a God to go to, before whom w 
may fpread our cafe, and to whofe omnifcience we may appeal, 
as the prophet here, O Lord, thou knowe/l. Thou doft know 
my fincerity, which men are refolved they will not acknow- 
ledge ; thou doft know my diftrefs, which men difdain to take 
notice of. Obferve here, 

r. What it is that the prophet prays for, ver. 15. (1.) That 
God would conftder his cafe, and be mindful of him. 0 IM 
remember me. Think upon me for good. (2.) That God wouH 
communicate Jlrength and comfort to him vifit me, not only 
remember me, but let me know that thou remembreft me, that 
thou art nigh unto me. (3.) That he. would appear for 
againft thofe that did him wrong, revenge me of my perfecuWh 
or rather, vindicate me from my perfecutors : Give judgment 
againft them, and let that judgment be executed fo far as is ne- 
ceflary for my vindication, and to compel them to acknowW 
that they have done me wrong $ and further, a good man w» 
not defirethat God would revenge him. Let fomething be doM 
to convince the world that (whatever blafphemers fay to the con- 
trary) Jeremiah is a righteous man 9 and the God whom he 

is * righteous God, (4.) That he would yet fpare hiiia and c<rt* 
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him in the land of the living ; take Trie not' away by d fud- 
y ?ftrokea but in thy long fuffering lengthen out my days. . The 
ft men will own themfelves fo obnoxious to God's wrath, 
\ they are indebted to his patience for the continuance of their 

Or while thou exercifeft long fuffering tc«-* ~** 
- rs let not them prevail to take me away. 

fTon he complained of his birth, ver. io. yet he deftre£ here 
K l °his death might not Be hafteried ; for life is fweet to nature; 
h life of an ufeful man is fo to grace. / pray not that thou 

Jhrtl'Jfl iake them out °f the world \ 
* What it is that he pleads with God for mercy, and relief, 

crainft his enemies, perfecutors, and flanderers. (i.) That God's 
t^nour was interefted in his cafe. Know* and make it known, 
that fir thy fake I have fuffered rebuke. Thofe that lay them- 
f Ives op en to reproach their own fault and folly, have great 
eafon to bear it patiently, but no reafon to expeft that God 
(hould appear for them : But if it is for doing well that we 
fuffer ill* anc * f or right eoufnefs fake that we have all manner of 
evil faicl' againft us, we may hope that God will vindicate our 
honour with his own. To the fame purpofe, ver. 16. / a?rt 
called by thy name* O Lord of hefts ; it was for that reafon that 
his enemies hated him, and therefore for that reafon he promifed 
himfelf that God would own him* and ftand by him. 

(2.) That the Word of God which he was employed to preach 
to others, he had experienced the power and pleafure of in his 
own foul, and therefore had the graces of the Spirit to qualify 
jiirri for the divine favour, as well as his gifts. We find fome 
jejefted of God, who yet could fay, Lord, we have prophejied 
in thy name: But Jeremiah could fay more, ver. 16. Thy 
words were found* found by me; he fearched the fcriptures, di- 
ligently ftudied the law, and found that in it which was reviving 
to him: If we feek we fhall find; found for me* the words 
ivhich he was to deliver to others, were laid ready to his hand, 
were brought to him by infpiration, and I did not only tafte 
them, but eat them, received them entirely, converfed with 
them intirnately, they were welcome to me, as food to 



one 



to 



that is hungry : I entertained them, digefted them, turned them 
in fuccum £sf fanguinem* into blood and fpirits, and was my felf 
delivered into the mold of thofe truths which I was to deliver 
to others. The prophet was bid to eat the roll* Ezek. ii. 8. 

Rev. x. 9- 1 did eat it* that is, as it follows, it was to me the 
and rejoicing of my heart* . nothing could be more agreeable. 
Underftand it, (1.) Of the rrieflage it felf he was to deliver. 
Though he was to foretel the ruin of his country, which was 
dear to him, and in the ruin of which he could not but have a 
deep fhare, yet all natural affe&ioris were fwallowed up in zeal 
for God's glory, and even thefe melTages of wrath being divine 
meffages, were a fatisfa£tion to him. He alfo rejoiced at firft in 
hope that the people would take warning, and prevent the judg- 
ment. - Or, (2.) Of the commiffion he received to deliver this 
xneffage: Though the work he was called to was not attended 
with any fecular advantages, but on the contrary expofed him 
to contempt and persecution, yet becaufe it put him in a way 
to ferve God, and do good, he took pleafure in it, was glad to 
befo employed, and it was his meat and drink to do the will of 
■ him that fent him* John iv. 34. Or, (3.) Of the promife God 
gave him, that he would aflift and own him in his work, chap. 
i. 8. he was fatisfied in that, and depended upon it, and therefore 
hoped it {hould not fail him. 
■ (3.) That he had applied himfelf to the difcharge of his office 
with all pofiible gravity and ferioufnefs, and felf-denial, though 
he had had of late but little fatisfadtion in it, ver. 17. (r.) It is 
his comfort that he had given up himfelf wholly to the bufinefs 
of his office, and had done nothing difagreeable to it; nothing 
either to divert himfelf from it, or disfit himfelf for it- He 
"kept no unfuitable company, denied himfelf the ufe even of law- 
ful recreations, abftained from every thing that looked like levi- 
t& left thereby he fhould make himfelf mean and lefs regarded. 
He fat alone* fpent a deal of time in his ' clofet, becaufe of the 
hand of the Lord that was ftrong upon him to carry him on in 
his work, Ezek. iii. 14. For thou baft filled me with indignation* 
with fuch meflages of wrath againft this people, as have made 
me always penfive. Note, It will be a comfort to God's mir 
nifters when men defpife them, if they have the teftimonies of 
their confeiences for them, that they have not by any vain, foolifh 
carriage made themfelves defpicable ; that they have been dead 
tot only to the wealth of the world, as this prophet was, ver* 
t but to the pleafures of it too, as here. But, (2.) It is his 
' mplaint that he had but little pleafure in his work. It ^ was at 
1.1 firft the rejoicing of his heart, but of late it had made him me- 
^ lancholy j f 0 that he had no heart to fit in the meeting of thofe that 
r: wake merry* he cared not for company, for indeed no company 



h ! ltt,e {uccefs of his labours among them 5 this filled him with a 
|: . noly indignation. , Note, It is the folly and infirmity of fome 
M?° d P^ple, that they lofe much of the pleafantnefs of their reli- 
|;|on by the fretfulnefs and uneafinefs of their natural temper, 
\ x ^ e 7 humour and indulge inftead of mortifying it. 
V 1+0 He throws himfelf upon God's pity and promife in a very 
b *| a y? nate expoftulation, wr. 1 8. Why is my pain perpetual* and 

i ot,1,n 6 d one to eafe it ? The wounds which my enemies are con- 



tinually giving, both to my peace, and to mv renutati™, _ 
ble* and nothing done to retrieve either m/J3S^^!T 
dit ? I once little thought I fhouid have, been thus neeleaed - will 
the God that has promifed me his prefence, be to me as a'lJar- 
the God on whom I depend, be to me at waters that fail ? We 
are willing to make the beft we can pf it, and to take itas an an 
peali (1.) To the mercy of God ; I know he will not let the 
pain of his fervent be perpetual* but he will eafe it, will not let 
his wound be incurable, but he will heal it ; and therefore I wilt 
not defpair. (2.) To his faithfulnefs. Wilt thou be to me as a liar? 
No, I know thou wilt not ; God is not a man that he fhould 
he. The fountain of life will never be to his people as waters 

thai fail. 

z. God's gracious anfwer to this addreft, ver. 19* 20, 21; 
Though the prophet betrayed much human frailty in his addrefs, 
yet God vouchfafed to anfwer him with good words, and com* 
fortable words, for he knows our frame. Obferve, 

1. What God here requires of him as the condition of the fur- 
ther favours he defigned him. Jeremiah had done and fuffered 
much for God, yet God is no debtor to him, but he is ftill up- 
on his good behaviour. God will own him. But, 

(1.) He muft recover his temper* and be reconciled to his zuork, 
and friends with it again, and not quarrel with it any more as he 
had done. He muft return* muft fhake off thefe diftruftful, dis- 
contented thoughts and paflions, and not give way to them;' muft 
regain the peaceable pofleffion and enjoyment of himfelf, and re- 
folve to be eafy. Note, When we have ftept afide into any dif- 
agreeable frame or way, our care muft be to return^znd compofe 
our felves into a right temper of mind again; and then we may 
expe£l God will help us* if thus we endeavour, to help our felves. 

(2.) He muft refolve to be faithful in his work* for he could 
not any longer expert the divine protection than he did approve 
himfelf fo. Though there was no caufe at all to charge Jeremiah 
with unfaithfulnefs, and God knew his heart to be fincere, yet 
God faw fit to give him this caution. , Thofe that do their duty, 
muft not take it ill to be told their duty. In two things he muft 
be faithful. 

(1.) He muft diftinguifh between fome and others of thofe he 
preached to. Thou muft take forth the precious from— the vile. 
The righteous are the precious* be they never fo mean and poor, 
the wicked are the vile* be they never fo rich and great : In our 
congregations thefe are mixed* wheat and chaff in the fame floor, 
we cannot diftinguifh them by name, but we muft by character, 
and muft give to each their portion, fpeaking comfort to precious 
faints, and terror to vile Tinners; neither making the heart of the 
righteous fad* nor flrengthning the hands of the wicked* Ezek. xiif. 
27. but rightly dividing the word of truth. Minifters muft take 
thofe whom they fee to be precious into their bofoms, and not fit 
alone as Jeremiah did, but keep up converfation with thole they 
may do good to, and get good by. 

(2.) He muft clofely adhere to his inftruflions, and not in the 
leaft vary from them, let them return to thee* but return not thou 
io them. That is, he muft do the utmoft he can in his preaching 
to bring people up to the mind of God ; tell them they muft 
at their peril comply with that: They that had flown off from 
him, that did not like the terms upon which God's favour was 
offered to them, let them return to thee* and upon fecond thoughts, 
come up to the terms, and ftrike the bargain : but do not thou 
return to them* do not compliment them, or comply with them, 
nor think to make the matter eafier to them than the word of 
God has made it. Mens hearts and lives muft come up to God's 
law, and comply with that, for God's law will never come down 

to them, or comply with them. 

2. What he here promifeth him upon the performance of thefe 
conditions. If he approve himfelf well, 

1. God will quiet his mind, and pacify the prefent tumult of 

his fpirits. If thou return* J will bring thee again ; will reflore 
thy fotd* as PfaL xxiii. 3. The beft and ftrongeft faints if at any 
time they have gone afide out of the right way, and are deter- 
mined to return* yetneed the grace of God to bring them a gain m 

2. God will employ him in his fervice as a prophet, work 
which, even in thofe bad times, had comfort and honour enough 
in it to be its own wages. Thou fhalt Jland before me* to receive 
inftrudtions from me, as a fervant from his mafter, and thou, 
fhalt be as my mouth to deliver my meflages to the people, as an 
embaflador is the mouth of the prince that fends him. Note, 
faithful minifters are God's month to us ; they are fo to look upon 
themfelves, and to fpeak God's mind, and as becomes the oracles 
of God* and we are fo to look upon them, and to hear God 
fpeaking to us by them. Obferve, If thou keep clofe to thine 
inftruilions, thou fhalt be as my mouth* not otherwife ; fo far and 
no farther God will ftand by minifters, as they go by the written 
word. Thou fhalt be as my mouth* i. e. what thou fayeft fhall be 
made good, as if I my felf had faid it. See Jfa. xliv. 26, 1 Sam. 



in. 19. 

3. He fhall haveftrength and courage to face the many difficul- 
ties he meets with in his work, and his fpirit fhall not fail again 
as now it doth, ver. 20. I will make thee unto this people as a fen* 
ced brazen wall* which the ftorm batters, and beats violently up- 
on, but cannot fhake. Return not thou to them* by any finful 

compliances, and then truft thy God to arm thee by his grace 
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Chap. XVI 
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Chap, X VI 




-With holy refolutions. Be not fneaking, and <jod will make thee 
-daring. • He had complained, that he was made a mrtn of.Jirifey 
cxpea that, faith God, they /ball fight againji thee ; they will ftill 
continue their oppofition* but they Jhall Wot prevail againfl thee, 
to drive thee ofFfrom thy work, or to cut thee off from the land 

of the living. . 

4. He fhall have God for his prote&or and mighty deliverer 5 

J am with thee to fave thee. Thofe that have God with them, 
have a faviour with them, who hath wifdom and ftrength enough 
to deal with the moft formidable enemy ; and thofe that are with 
God and faithful to him* he will deliver them* ver. 21. either 
from trouble or through it. They may perhaps fall into the 
hand of the wicked, and they may appear ierrible to them, but 
God will refcue them out of their hands. They fliall not be 
able to kill them, till they have finifhed their teftimony ; they 
Ihall not prevent their happinefs. God will fo deliver them, as 
-to preferve them to his heavenly kingdom, 2 Tim. iv. 18. and that 
is deliverance enough. There are many things that appear very 
frightful, that yet do not prove at all hurtful to a good man. 



CHAP. XVI. 



hi this chapter > (r.) The greainefs of the calamity that was com- 
ing upon the Jewijb nation, is illuflrated by prohibitions given 
to the prophet, neither to fet up a houfe of his own, ven 1 — 4. 
nor to go into the houfe of mourning, ver. 5 — 7. nor into the 
houfe of feafling, ver. 8, 9. (2. ) God is juflified in thefe 
fevere proceedings againjl them, by an account of their great 
wickednefs, ver, 10 — 13. (3. ) An intimation is given of mer- 
cy in refer ve, ver. 14, 15. (4..) Some hopes are given that the 
funijhment of the fin [hould prove the reformation of the finners, 
and that they JJoould return to God at length in a way of duty, 
and fo be qualified for his returns to them in a way of favour, 

\ r er. 14—21, 



i. 'TT^ H E word of the LORD came alfo unto me, 

\^ faying, 2w Thou fhalt not take thee a wife, 
neither fhalt thou have fons nor daughters in this place. 
3. For thus faith the LORD concerning the fons, 
and concerning the daughters that are born in this 
place, and concerning their mothers that bare them, 
and concerning their fathers that begat them in this 
land. 4. They fliall die of grievous deaths, they fliall 
not be lamented, neither fliall they be buried : hut 
they fliall be as dung upon the face of the earth, 
and they fliall be confumed by the fword, and 
by famine, and their carcafes fliall be meat for the 
fowls of heaven, and for the beafts of the earth. 5. 
For thus faith the LORD, Enter not into the houfe 
of mourning, neither go to lament, nor bemone 
them: for I have taken away my peace from this 
people, faith the LORD, even loving kindnefs and 
mercies. 6. Both the great and the fmall fliall die 
in this land : they fliall not be buried, neither fliall 
men lament for them, nor cut themfelves, nor make 
themfelves bald for them. 7. Neither fliall men tear 
themfelves for them in mourning to comfort them for 
the dead, neither fliall men give them the cup of 
confolation to drink for their father or for their mo- 
ther. 8. Thou flialt not alfo go into the houfe of 
feafting, to fit with them to eat and to drink. 9. 
For thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God of If- 
rael, Behold, I will caufe to ceafe out of this place 
in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladnefs, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride. 



The prophet is here for a fign to the people ; they would not 
regard what he faid, let it be tried whether they will regard 
•what he doth: In general, he muft carry himfelf fo in every 
thing, as became one that expected to fee his country in ruins 
very fhortly. This he foretold, but few regarded the predidK- 
on ; therefore he is to fhew that he is himfelf fully fatisfied in 
the truth of it: Others go on in their ufual courfe, but he in 
the profped' of thefe fad" times is forbidden, and therefore for- 
bears marriage, mourning for the dead, and mirth. Note, Thofe 
that would convince others of, and affeft them with the word 

of God, muft make, it appear even in the moft felf-denying i^- 



ftances, that they do believe it themfelves, and ate affe&ed w l 
it. Would we roufe others out of their fecurity, and perfw ? 
them to fit loofe to the world, we muft our felves be mortifi ! 
to preferit things, and ihew that we expe<5i the diflblmion % 
them. °* 

i. Jeremiah muft not marry, nor think of having a f am i| 
and being a houfe-keeper, ver. 2. Thou /halt not take thee a n v 



not fo much in 
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nor think of having fons and daughters in this place, not in {1 
land of Judah, not in Jerufalem, not in Anathoth. The J eiVQ 5 
more than any people, valued themfelves by their early marryj^ 
and their numerous offspring. But Jeremiah muft live a bached 

honour of virginity, as in diminution of it - 1 
this it appears that it was advifeable and feafonable only i n q)/ 
mitous times, and times of prefent difirefs, 1 Cor. vfi. 26, 7^ 
it is fo, is a part of the calamity. There may be a tinuj 
when it will be faid, bleffed is the womb that bare not> 
xxiii. 20. And when we fee fuch times at hand, it is wi/ifo^ 
for all, efpecially for prophets, to keep themfelves as much 33 
may be from being entangled with the affairs of this Jjfi y arj( j 
encumbred with that which the dearer it is to them, the more 
it will be the matter of their care, and fear, and grief at f uc ^ 
a time. The reafon here given, is, becaufe the fathers 
mothers, the fons and the daughters, fliall die of grievous death 
ver. 3, 4. and thofe that have wives and children. (1.) The'- 
will have fuch a clog upon them, that they cannot fee froiil 
thofe deaths. A fingle man may make his efcape, and ftft 
for his own fafety, when he that has a wife and children 
can neither find means to convey them with him, nor find 
in his heart to go and leave them behind him. (2.) They 
will be in continual terror for fear of thofe deaths, and tk 
more they have to lofe by them, the greater will the terror 
and confirmation be, when death appears every where in its 
triumphant pomp and power. (3.) The death of every child, 
and the aggravating circumftances of it, will be a new death 
to the parent : Better have no children, than have them brought 
forth and bred up for the murtherer, Hof. ix. 13, 14. than fee 
them live and die in mifery. Death is grievous, but fonrc 
deaths are more grievous than .others, both to them that die 
and to their relations that furvive them: Hence we read of k 
great a death, 2 Cor. i. 1 o. Two things are ufed a little to I 
palliate, and alleviate the terror of death, as to this world; 
and to fugar the bitter pill ; bewailing the dead, and buryin* 
them ; but to make thofe deaths grievous indeed, thefe are 
denied ; they Jhall not be lamented, but fhall be carried off, a$ 
if all the world were weary of them ; nay, they fhall not k 
buried, but left expofed, as if they were defigned to be monii« 
ments of juftice. They fhall be as dung upon the face of At 
earth, not only defpicable but deteftable, as if they were gooi j 
for nothing but to muck the ground ; and being confumed lome 
by the fword, and fome by famine, their carcafes Jhall he met J 
for the fowls of heaven, and the beajis of the earth. Will not 
any one fay, better be without children than live to fee them 
come to this? What reafon have we to fay, that all is vanity 
and vexation of fpirit, when thofe creatures that we expefl 
fhould be our greateft comforts, may prove not only out 

heavieft cares, but our foreft crolfes? 

2. Jeremiah muft not goto the houfe of mourning, uponoccafion 
of the death of any of his neighbours or relations, ver, 5. Entif 
thou not into the houfe of mourning. It was ufual to condole thofe 
whofe relations were dead, to bemoan them, to cut themfelves, and j 
make themfelves bald, which it feems was commonly praclifed, as 
an expreffionof mourning, though forbidden by the law, DeitLyx* 
r. Nay, fometimes they did in a paffion of grief tear themjebr* 
for them, ver. 6, 7. Partly in honour of the deceafed, thus 
fignifying that they thought there was a great lofs of them; and 
partly in companion to the furviving relations, to whom the bur- 
then will be made the lighter, by their having fharers with them in 
their grief. They ufed to mourn with them, and fo to comfort^ 
for the dead, as Job's friends with him, and the Jews with Martha 
and Mary ; and it was a friendly office to give them a cup oj canfr 
lation to drink, fo provide cordials for them, and prefs them earneltl/ 
to drink of them, for the fupport of their fpirits ; give wine to 
them that are of heavy heart, for their father or mother, that it may 
be fome comfort to them, to find that though they have loft their 
parents, yet they have fome friends left that have a concern for 
them. Thus the ufage flood, and it was a laudable ufage; it is 3 
good work to others, as well as of good ufe to ourfelves to go to * 
houfe of mourning. It feems the prophet Jeremiah had been wont 
to abound in good offices of this kind, and it well became his cha- 
racter both as a pious man, and as a prophet 5 and one would thin* 
it fhould have made him better beloved among his people, than it 
{hould feem he was : But now God bids him not lament the death 
of his friends as ufual : For, 1. His forrow for the deftru<3ton 0 
his country in general, muft fwallow up his forrow for particular 
deaths : His tears muft now be turned into another chanel, an 
there is opcafion enough for them all. 2. He had little reafon w 
lament thofe, who died nowjuft before the judgments entred, wnic 
he faw at the door ; but rather to think them happy? who vver^ 
feafonably taken away from the evil to come. 3. This was to be . 
type of what was coming, when there fhould be fuch an univer^ i 

confufion> that all neighbourly, friendly, offices ihould be ne S le ^ 
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ih M be in deaths fo oft, and . . 

time, no room, ho heart, for the ceremonies that u 
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4 fed 



to 
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' a ths • the forrows fhall be fp ponderous, as not to admi.t 

attend deatn . , ^ fo m q{ ief for his Qwn troubleS5 tha j. ^ e 

relief ; thoughts of his neighbours. All fliall be mourners 

fhall haven<^ comforters ; every one will find it enough to bear his 
then, an ^ £ or / ^ to&Jz sw/tfy my peace from this 

0 wn burt ien , ^ ^ period -to their profperity, deprived them of 
fiople h C j ^ ea lth, and quiet, and friends, and every thing where- 
b h 3 mi°"ht comfort themfelves and one another. Whatever 
pih they ^ ic is God's peace; it is his gift, and he give quiet- 

pCaCe / then can make trouble? But if we make not a good ufe of 
^ ^ can an j w iu ta ke it away, and where are we then ? 
Jiis peace, ^ I will take away my peace, *«z/*» my loving- kind- 
I. P X *f' rc ? e ] thefe (hall be fhut up and reftrained, which are the 
^/ff n ' from which all their frefli ftreams flow, and then 
1 11 mod. Note, Thofe have cut themfelves off from all 
farewe a^ ^ ave t j irown themfelves out of the favour of God : 

^ir^one when God takes away from us his loving-kindnefs and 
A IS ? • r ' Then it follows, wr. 6. 2?0/& /A* great and the fmall 

V***?'* in this land, the land of Canaan, that u fed to be 
pall cue, . „ , c : — .... i;r„ ~ 
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ft 



i d the ^ AwTsg". God's favour is our life, take away 

riot and we die, we perijh, we all perijh. ^ 

Jeremiah muft not go to the houfe of mirth, no more than to 
Vhufe of 'mourning, ver. 8. It had been his cuftom, and it was 
• ent enough, when any of his friends made entertainments at 
T'° houfes, and invited him to them, to go and fit with them, not 
I lv to drink, but to eat and to drink, foberly and chearfully. 
I S!1L he muft not take that liberty, (i.) Becaufe it was unfea- 



i 



a. ■ 



and difagreeable to the providences of God that were con- 
the land and nation, God called loud to weeping, and 

he was coming forth againft them in his 



nr. - 

I 
I 



4- 



Jut now 

hnble, 

cerning 

mrning, and fajttng, 
y gm ents, and it was time for them to humble themfelves : And it 
L§ became the prophet who gave them the warning, to give them 
an example of taking the warning, and complying with it; and fo 
to make it appear, he did himfelf believe it. Minifters ought to be 
examples of felf-denial, and mortification, and to fhew themfelves 
affefted with thofe terrors of the Lord with which they defire to 
affeft others. And it becomes all the fons of Zion, to fympathize 
jvith her in her affliaions, and not to be merry when fhe is per- 
plexed, Jmosvl 6. (2.) Becaufe he muft thus fhew the people, 
what fad times were coming upon them. His friends wondered 
he would not meet them, as he ufed to do in the houfe of feafting : 
But he lets them know, it was to intimate to them, that all their 
feaftino- would be at an end fhortly, ver. 9. / will caufe to ceafe the 
voice of mirth. You fliall have nothing to feaft on, nothing to 
^rejoice in, but be furrounded with calamities that fhall mar your 
jnirth, and cafta damp upon it, God can find ways to tame the 
■inoft jovial. This fhall be done in this place, in Jerufalem that 
.tried to be the joyous city, and thought her joys were all fecure to 
■her 5 it fhall be done in your eyes, in your fight, to be a vexation to 
; you, who now look fo haughty, look fo merry ; it fhall be done 
in pur days, you yourfelves fhall live to fee it. The voice of praife 
.they had made to ceafe by their iniquities and idolatries, and there- 
fore juftly God made to ceafe among them, the voice of mirth and 
tgkdnefs. The voice of God's prophets was not heard, was not 
heeded among them, and therefore no longer fhall the voice of the 
bridegroom and of the bride, of the fongs that ufed to grace the 
nuptials be heard among them. See chap. vii. 34. 



10. % 
: lhew this 



.sun to thee, 
[all this 



And ic fliall come to pafs when thou fhalt 

thefe words, and they fhall fay 

LORD pronounced 



people all 
Wherefore hath the 



ior 



great evil againft us ? or what is our iniquity ? 
what is our fin that we have committed againft 



47- 



zs our 

the LORD our God ? 11. 

fathers have forfaken me, 



Becaufe 



Then fhalt thou fay unto 
your ratners have forfaken me, faith 
LORD, and have walked after other gods, and 
I have ferved them, and have worfhipped them, and 



Uthem, 
* the 



and have 



me, 

have done worfe 



; . have forfaken 

| t n. And ye 

t behold, ye walk every one after 
I ':■ evil heart, that 



not 
than 



kept 



my 
fathers, 



law 



(for 



your 

the imagination of his 
they may not hearken unto me ) 
Therefore will I caft you out of this land, into 



i 



^ land that ye know nor, neither ye 
'and 



there fhall ye ferve other gods day 
where I will not fhew you favour. 



nor your fathers, 

and 



nighr, 



Here is, 1, An enquiry made into the reafons, why God would 
: bring thole judgments upon them, ver. 10. When thou Jhalt /hew 

this people ail thefe words, the words of this curfe, they will fay 
, .. unto thee, zvherefore has the Lord pr 0710101c ed all this great evil 
\ L againJt us? One would hope there were fome among them that 
\[ asked thisquellion with a humble penitent heart, defiring to know 
':. what was the. fin for which God contended with them, that they 

wight caft it atvay, and prevent the judgment ; (hew us the Jonah 
; that raifeth the itorm, and we will throw it over-board : But it 
' feems here to be the language of thole who quarrelled at the word 
No. lxii. 



va* a c C r ha " en S ed nim ^ lhew they had done, which 
might deferve fo Severe a punifhment. What is our. iniauhy 7Tnd 
what zs our fin ? What crime have we ever been euiltv of n ™t 
tionabletofuch a/entence? Inftead of humbrmg\ n / c ^demS 
themfelves, they ftand upon their own juftification ; and infmuate 
that God ( did, them wrong in pronouncing this evil againft them* 
and tha t he laid upon them more than was right, and they had reafon 
to enter into judgment with God, Job xxxiv. 23 \ Note, It i s 
amazing to fee how hardly finners are brought to juftify God, and 
judge themfelves when they are in trouble, and to own the iniquity 
and the fin that has procured them the trouble. 

z. A.plajn and full anfwer given to this enquiry. Do they ask 
the. prophet, why, and fpr what reafon God is thus angry with 
them ? He fliall not flop their mouths by telling them, they may 
be fure there is a fufficient reafon, the righteous God is never angry 
without caufe, without good caufe : But he muft tell them particu- 
larly what is the cayfe, that they may be convinced and humbled^ 
or at leaft that God may he jitfified. Let them know then, 

1. That God vifited upon them the iniquities of their fathers % 
ver. 1 1. Tour fathers have forfaken me, and have not kept my law \ 
they fliook off divine inftitutions and grew weary of them, they 
thought, them too plain, too mean, and then they walked after 
other gods, whdfe worfhip was more gay, and pompous ; and being 
fond of variety and novelty they ferved them, and worjhipped 
them ; and this was the fin which God had faid in the fecond 
commandment he would vifit upon their children, who kept up 
thefe idolatrous ufages, becaufe they received them by tradition 

from their fathers, 1 Pet. i. 1 8. 

2. That God reckoned with them for their own iniquities, 
ver. 12. You have made your fathers fin your own, and are 
become obnoxious to the punifhment which in their days was 
deferred, for you have done worfe than your fathers. If they had 
made a good ufe of their fathers reprieve, and had been led 
by the patience of God to repentance, they fhould have fared 

better for it, and the judgment fhould have been prevented, 
reprieve turned into a national pardon; but making an ill 
of it, and being hardened by it in their fins, they fared 
worfe for it, and the reprieve being expired, an addition 
was made to the fen ten ce, and it was executed with the more 
.feverity. They were more impudent and obftinate in fin than 
their fathers, walked every one after the imagination of his heart* 
made that their guide and rule, and were refolved to follow 
that, on purpofe that they might not hearken to God, and his 
prophets. They defignedly fuffer their own lufts and paffions 
to be noify, that they might drown the voice of their con- 
fciences. No wonder then, that God has taken up this refo- 
lution concerning them, ver. 13. / will caf sou out of this land* 
this land of light, this valley of vifion, fince you will not 
hearken to ?ne you fhall not hear me, you fhall be hurried away, 
not into a neighbouring country which you have formerly had 
fome acquaintance and correfpondence with, but into a far country, 
a land that ye know not, neither you nor your fathers ; in which 
you have no intereft, nor can expect to meet with any com- 
fortable fociety, to be an allay to your mifery. Juftly were 
they banifhed into a Jlrange land who doted upon f range gods* 
which neither they nor their fathers knew, Deut. xxxii. 17. 
Two things would make their cafe there very miferable, and 
both of them relate to the foul, the better part 5 the greatefl 
calamities of their captivity were thofe which affected that, 
and debarred that from its blifs. (i.) It is the happinefs of 
the foul to be employed in the fervice of God, but there Jhall 
ye ferve other Gods day and night, i. e. you fliall be in conti- 
nual temptation to ferve them, and perhaps compelled to do it 
by your cruel task-mafters; and when you are forced to wor- 
fhip idols you will be as fick of it, as ever you were fond of 
it, when it was forbidden you by your godly kings. See how 
God often makes mens fin their punifhment, and fills the back* 

You fhall have no publick 

and then you will 



the 
the 
ufe 
the 



fiider in heart with his own ways. 

worfhip at all, but the worfhip of idols, ana men you 
think with regret how you flighted the worfhip of the true 
God. (2.) It is the happinefs of the foul to have fome tokens 
of the loving-kindnefs of God, but you fhall go to a ftrange 

where I will not Jhetv you favour. If they had had God's 
that would have made even the land of their captivity 



land, 



favour, 

a pleafant land 5 but if they lie under his wrath, the yoke of 
their oppreffion will be intolerable to them. 



14. f Therefore behold, the days come, faith the 
LORD, that it fliall no more be faid, The LORD 
liveth that brought up the children of Ifrael out of 



the land of Egypt 5 



that 



brought up the 

and from 



of the north, 



15. But, The LORD liveth 
children of Ifrael from the land 

the lands whither he had 



all 



driven them : and I will bring them 
land th*r T crnve unto their fathers. 



again 

.16. % 



into their 



Behold, 



that I gave unto their 
I will fend for many fifhers, faith the LOR D, and 

after will I fend for many 



and 



they fhall fifh them ; 
hunters, and they fhall hunt them from every moun- 

and from every hiil> and ouc of the holes of 
22 M the 



tain, 



Chap, ' XVI 




mine 



the rocks. 17. For mine eyes are upon all their ways: 
they are not hid from my face, neither is their ini- 
quity hid from mine eyes. 18. And firft I will recom- 
penfe their iniquity, and their fin double ; becaule 
they have defiled my land, they have filled 
inheritance with the carcafes of their deteftable and 
abominable things. 19- 0 LORD, my ftrength 
and my fortrefs, and my refuge in the day of afflic- 
tion, the Gentiles fhall come unto thee from the ends 
of the earth, and fhall fay, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no 
profit. 20. Shall a man make gods unto himfelf, and 
they are no gods? 21. Therefore behold, I will this 

caufe them to know, I will caufe them to 

hand, and my might, and they fhall 
know that my name is the LOR D. 



once 
know mine 



There is a mixture of mercy and judgment in theft verfes, 
tod it is hard to know to which to apply fome of the paflages 
here, they are fo interwoven and fome feem to look as far 
forward as the times of the gofpcl. 

God will certainly execute judgment upon them for 



1 . 



is gone 



their idolatries : Let them expect it, for the decree 
forth. 

(1.) God fees all their fins, tho' they commit them never fo 
fecretly, and palliate them never fo artfully, ver. r 7- Mine eyes 
are upon all their ways. They have not their eye upon God, 
have no regard to him, ftand in no awe of him, but he has 
his eye upon them, neither they nor their fins are bid from 
his face, from bis eyes. Note, None of the fins of finners 
either can be concealed from God, or fhall be over-looked by 
him, Prov. v. 21. Job xxxiv. 21. Pfalm xc. 8. 

(2.) God is highly difpleafed, particularly at their idolatries, 
ver. 18. As his omnifcience convi£ts them, fo his juftice con- 
demns them, I will recompenfe their iniquitiiy and their fin 
double ; not double to what it deferves, but double to what 
they expect, and to what I have done formerly. Or, I will 
recompenfe it abundantly, they fhall now pay for their long 
reprieve, and the divine patience they have abufed. The fin 
for which God has a controverfy with them, is their having 
defiled God's land with their idolatries, and not only alienated 
that which he was intitled to as his inheritance, but polluted 
that which he dwelt in with delight as his inheritance, and 
made it offenfive to him, with the carcafes of their deteflahle 
things, i. e. the gods themfelves which they worfhipped, the 
images of which, tho 5 they were of gold and filver, were as 
loathfome to God, as the flunking carcafes of men or beafts 
are to us ; idols are carcafes of deteflahle things, God hates 
them, and fo fhould we. Or, the facrificcs which they offered 
to thefe idols, with which the land zvas filled 3 for they had 
high places in all the coafts and corners of it. This was the 
fin which above any other incenfed God againft them, 

(3.) He will find out and raife up inflruments of his wrath, 
that fhall caft them out of their land, according to the fentence 
palled upon them, ver. 16. I zuill fend for ?nany fibers, and many 
hunters. The Chaldean army, that (hall have many, ways of 
enfnaring and deftroying them, by fraud as fifhers, by force as 
hunters, they fhall find them out wherever they are, and fhall 
chafe and clofely purfue them to their ruin; fhall dif cover them 
wherever they are hid in bills or mountains, or holes of the 
rocks, and fhall drive them out, God has various ways of 
profecuting a people with his judgments, that avoid the con- 
■vicl:ions of his word : He has men at command fit for his 
purpofe, he has them within call, and can fend for them when 
he pleafeth. 

(4.) Their bondage in Babylon fhall be forer and much more 
grievous than that in Egypt, their taslomafters more cruel, 
and their lives made more bitter. This is implied in the 
promife, ver. 14, 15. That their deliverance out of Babylon, 
fhall be more illuftrious in itfelf, and more welcome to them, 
than that out of Egypt. Their llavery in Egypt came upon 
them gradually, and almoft infenfibly, that in Babylon came 
upon them at once, and with all the aggravating circumftances 
of terror. In Egypt they had a Gomen of their own, but 
none fuch in Babylon. In Egypt they were ufed as fervants, 
that were ufeful. In Babylon, as captives that had been 
hateful. 

(5.) They fhall be warned, and God fhall be glorified by 
thefe judgments brought upon them. Thefe judgments have a 
voice and fpeak aloud, (1.) Inftruclion to them, when God 
chaflens them, he teaches them. By this rod - God expoftulates 
with them, ver. 20. Shall a man make gods to himfelf ? Will 
any man be fo perfectly void of all reafon and confideration, 
to think that a god of his own making can ftand him in 
any ftead. Will you ever again be fuch fools as you have 
been, to make to yourfelves gods, which are no gods, when 

you have a God whom you " may call your pwn M who made 



you, and is himfelf, the true and living God. 
God, 



(2.) 



for he will be known by the judgments which^t^ 
cuteth : r - 



u 



ver 



' 8 - and 

y 



He will fir/} recompenfe their iniquity, 
then he will this once, ver* 21. This once for all, not by 
interruptions of their peace, but this one defolatioj* 
definition of it. Or, this once and no more, /• * n i 
them to know my hand, the length and weight of my 
ing hand, how far it can reach, and how deep it can \ v 
And they Jhall knoiv that my name is Jehovah, a God 0 ^' 
whom there is no contending, that gives being to threatn'^' 1 
and puts life into them as well as promifes. 111 
2. Yet he hath mercy in ftore for them, intimations 
which come in here for the encouragement of the prophet himf * 
and of thofe few among them that trembled at God's ' 
It was faid with an air of feverity, ver. 13. that God 



elf, 



banifh them into a ftrange land, but that thereby they mi I 



not be driven 
comfort. 



to defpair, prcfently there follow words 



of 



1. The days will come, the joyful days, when the fame ha d 
that difperfed them fhall gather them again; ver. 14, ^} 
are caft out, but they are not caft off, they are not caft azvay s $ 
fhall be brought up from the land of the north, the land oftfcf 
captivity, where they are held with a ftrong hand, and iromallf[ 
lands whither they are driven, and fecmed to be loft and buried '* 
the crowd. Nay, 1 will bring them again into their own land, 2n ] 
fettle them there, as the foregoing threatnings agreed with what w 2J 
written in the law, fo doth this promife, Lev. xxvi. 44, y., 
will I not cafl them away, Deut. xxx. 4. Thence will fi, 
Lord thy God gather thee. And the following words, ver. 16 
may be under flood as a promife, God will fend for fifi ' 
and hunters, the Medes and "Perfians that fhall find them 
the countries where 



in 



back to their own land 



they 
or. 



up their fpirits to go up, which 
to. They began to neftlc Li 
up her nfl, and flutters over fa 



and 




out 

are fcattered, and fend them 
„ Zerubbabel and others of their 
own nation who fhould fifij them out, and hunt after them to 
perfuade them to return 3 or whatever inflruments the Spirit 
of God made ufe of to Jiir 
at firft they were backward 
Babylon, but as an eagle flirs 
young, fo God did by them, Zecb. ii. 7. 

2. Their deliverance out of Babylon fhould upon fome 
accounts be more illuftrious and memorable, than their delive- 
rance out of Egypt was. Both were the Lord's doing 
marvellous in their eyes, both were proofs that the LonZ^ 
and- were to be kept in evcrlafting remembrance to his honour, 
as the living God, but the - frefli mercy fhall be fo furprizfe, 
fo welcome, that it fhall even abolifh the memory of tie 
former. Not but that new mercies fhould put us in mind of 
old ones, and give us occafion to renew our thankfgivings for 
them, yet becaufe we are tempted to think, that the former 
days were better than thefe, and to ask, Where are all ik 
zvonders that our fathers told us of? as if God's arm were w« 
Jhort, and to cry up the age of ?niracles above the later ages, 
when mercies are wrought in a way of common providence, j 
therefore we are allowed here comparatively to forget the 
bringing of Ifrael out of Egypt, as a deliverance out-done by 
that out of Babylon. That was done by might and pmr } \ 
this by the Spirit of the ' Lord of bofis, Zech. iv. 6. In this " 
there was more of pa7~doning mercy appearing than that, which;; 
is the moft glorious branch of divine mercy 5 for their captivity 
in Babylon had more in it of the punifhment of fin, than 
their bondage in Egypt 5 and therefore that which comforts 
Zion in her deliverance out of Babylon is this, that her ini$j 
is pardoned, Ifa. xl. 2, Note, God glorifies himfelf, and ve 
muft glorify him in thofe mercies that have no miracles in them, 
as well as in thofe that have. And tho* the favours of God 
to our fathers muft not be forgotten, yet thofe to ourfelves ia 
our own day, we muft efpecially give thanks for. 

3. Their deliverance out of captivity fhall be accompanied with 
a bleiled reformation, and they fhall return effectually cured 0! 
their inclination to idolatry, which will compleat their deliverance, 
and make it a mercy indeed. They had defiled their own land 
with their deteftable things, ver. 1 8. But when they have fmarted 
for fo doing, they fhall come and humble themfelves before Got!, 
ver. 19, 20, 2i. 

(1.) They fhall be brought to acknowledge that their God oniv 
is God indeed, for he is a God at need. My flrength to fupport w 
comfort me, my fortrefs to protect and fhelter me, and my rtftf 
to whom I may flee in the day of affliclion. Note, Need dif> 
many to God, who had fet themfelves at a diftance from hi* 
Thofe that flighted him in the day of their profperity, will be gW 
to flee to him in the day of their affliction. 

(2.) They fhall be quickned to return to him by the convert 
of the Gentiles *, the Gentiles Jhall come to thee from the ew q\ 
the earth, and therefore fhall not we come ? Or, the Jews W 
had by their idolatries made themfelves as Gentiles (fo I rather ua-| 
derftand it) fhall come to thee, by repentance and reformation, in* 4 
return to their duty and allegiance, even from the ends of thecal 
from all the countries whither they were driven. The prop ^ 
comforts himfelf with the hope of this, and in a tranjpon 0 ^ 
joy, returns to God the notice; he had given him of it, 0 'I 
my Jlrengtk apd my fortrefs, I am now eafy, fince thou 
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me a profpeci of multitudes that fhall come to thee from 
g lVC11 • 0 f the earthy both of Jewifh converts, and of 'Gentile 
- ,?e rT tes. Note, Thofe that are brought to God themfelves, 
^° ot but rejoice greatly to fee others coining to him, coming 



xa 



the folly of their anceftors, 



wk to him. 
/*) They fliall acknowledge 

1 * It it becomes them to do, when they were fmarting for the 
T f their anceftors. Surely our fathers have inherited not the 
/^sfa£h° n P rom '^ ec * them /elves and their children, but lies, 



bad 



vanity. 



and things wherein there is no profit ; we are now fenhble, 
our fathers were cheated in their idolatrous worfhip, it did 
ti3 what it promifed, and therefore, what have we to do 

Note, It were well if the difappointment 



not prove 

any more with, it f 



which fome have met with in the fervice of fin, and the pernicious J ever. 



confluences of it to them, 
treading in their fteps. 



might prevail to deter others from 



(4.) They fliall reafon themfelves out of their idolatry, and 
that reformation is likely to be fmcere and durable, which refults 
from a rational conviction of the grofs abfurdity there is in fin. 
They fhall argue thus with themfelves, (and it is well argued) 
n 20. Should a man be fuch a fool, be fo perfectly void of the 
jeafon of a man as to make gods to himfclf the creatures of his 
own fancy, the work of his own hands, when they are really 
0 wis ? Can a man be fo befotted, fo perfectly loft to human 
underftanding, as to expect any divine bleffing or favour from 
that which pretends to no divinity, but what it flrft received from 

(5.) They fhall herein give honour to God, and make it to 
appear, that they know both his hand in his providence, and his 
na'mzin his word, and they are brought to know his name, "by 
v/hat they are made to know of his hand? ver. 21. This once, 
now at length they fliall be made to know that which they would 
jiotbe brought to know, by all the pains the prophets took with 
them. Note, So ftupid are we, that nothing Jefs than the mighty 
hand of divine grace known experimentally, can make us know 
rjVht the name of God, as it is revealed to us. 

4. Their deliverance out of captivity fhall be a type and figure 
of the great falvation to be wrought out by the Meffiah, who 
Jhall gather together in one? the children of God that were feat- 
urd abroad. And this is that which fo far out-fhines tho 
tieiivcrarice out of Egypt, as even to eclipfe the luftre of it, 
and make it even to be forgotten. To this fome apply that of 
\: the many fijhers and hunters, the preachers of the gofpel, who 
I were fijhers of men, to enclofe fouls with the gofpel net ; to 
f: find them out in every mountain and hill, and fecure them for 
V Chrift. Then the Gentiles ca?ne to God, fome from the ends of 
I the earth, and turned to the worfhip of him from the fervice of 

dumb idols. 
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In this chapter, (1.) God convicls the Jezvs of the fin of idolatry, 
the notorious evidence of the fa el, and condemns them to capti- 
vity for it, ver. 1 — 4. (2.) He Jhcws them the folly of all 
their carnal confidences, which Jhould Jland them in no jlead, 
when God's time was to contend with them, and that this was 
ffl»v of the fins upon which his cohtrovcrfi zuith them was 
grounded, ver. 5 — ir. (3.) The prophet makes his appeal and 
addrefs to God, upon occafion of the malice of his enemies againft 
them, committing himfelf to the divine protection, and begging of 
God to appear for him, ver. 12 — 18. (4.) God by the prophet 
warns the people to keep holy the fabbath day, afifuring them that 
if they did, it Jhould be the length ning cut of their tranquillity ; but 

if Mi, God woidd by fome defolating judgment, afifert the honour 
e f bis fabbaths, ver. 19 — 27. 



i»11HE fin of Judah 

with the 



is written with a 



of 



pen 

iron, ana witn tne point of a diamond ; // is 
graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the 
horns of your altars: 2. Whilfl: their children remem- 
ber their altars and ' their groves bv the 



upon the high hills, 
will • 



trees 



3 



give 



groves Dy tne green 

O my mountain in the field, I 

thy fubftance, and all thy treafures to the 

fpoil, and thy high places 
"borders. ' * P 

: from thine heritage that I 'gave thee, 
. jnee to lerve thine enemies in the land which thou 

. Knoweft not 

! Khicb 



for fin, throughout all thy 

4. And thou, even thy felf fhak difcontinue 

and I will caufe 



fhall 



: for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, 
burn for ever. 



The people 

what 



had 



thi 



n 



asked, chap. xvi. 10. TVlmt is our iniquity, 
is our fin P As if they could not be charged with any 



S worth fpeaking of, for which God fhould enter into judg- 
^ cnt with them ; their challenge was anfvrered there, but here 
" e wave a- further reply to it 3 in which, 



r. The indictment is fully proved upon the nri4X n 1 , 1 
faa, and the fault , their fin is too plain to ffdS} ^ the 
to be excufed, and they have nothing 'to plead ' eiXV^n 
extenuation of the crime, or in arreft and mitigation of the 
judgment. & Ui cne 

(1.) They cannot plead not guilty, for their fins are upon "re- 
cord.-in the book of God's omnifcience, and their own con fcicnoT 
nay, .and they are obvious to the eye and obfervation of the 
world, ver 12. It is written before God in - the moft legible 
and indelible chambers, and fealed among bis treafures, never to be 
forgotten, Deut xxxii. 34. It i s written there with a pen oT 
iron, and with the point of a diamond ; what is fo written will not 
be worn out by time but is, as Job fpeaks, graven in the rock for 

Note, The fin of finners is never forgotten, till it is for- 
given. It is ever before God, till by repentance it comes to be 
ever before us. ^ It is graven upon the table of their heart, their own 
confciences witnefi againft them, and are inftead of a thoufand 
witneHes. What is graven on the heart, though it may be co- 
vered and clofed up for a time, yet being graven, it cannot be 
razed out, but will be produced in evidence, when the books fhall 
be opened Nay, we need not appeal to the tables of the heart* 
perhaps they will not own the convidtions of their confciences 
We need go no further for proof of the charge, than the horns 
of their altars, on which the blood of their idolatrous facrifices 
was fpnnkled, and perhaps the names of the idols, to whofe ho- 
nour they were credted, were inferibed. Their neighbours will 
witnefs againft them, and all the creatures they have abufed, by 
ufing them in the fervice of their lufts. To compleat the evidence, 
their own children fhall be witnefles againft them ; they will tell 
truth, when their fathers diftemble and prevaricate ; they remem- 
ber the altars and the groves to which their parents took them when 
they were little, ver. 2. It appears they were full of them, and 
acquainted with them betimes, they talk of them fo frequently, 
fo familiarly, and with fo much delight. 

(2.) They cannot plead that they repent, or are come to a bet- 
ter mind ; no, as the guilt of their fin is undeniable, fo their incli- 
nation to fin is invincible, and incurable. In this fenfe many under- 
ftand, ver. \, 2. Their fin is deeply engraven as with a pen of 
iron in the tables of their hearts, they have a rooted aftedlion to it, 
it is woven into their very nature ; their fin is dear to them, as 
that is of which we fay, it is engraven on our hearts. The bias 
of their minds is ftill as ftrong as ever towards their idols, and they 
are not wrought upon either by the word or rod- of God to forget 
them, and abate their affedtion to them. It is written zipon the 
horns of their altars, for they have given up their names to their 
idols, and refolve to abide by what they have done ; they have 
bound themfelves as with cords, to the horns of their altars. 
And, ver. 2. may be read fully to this fenfe, At they remember 
their children, fo remember they their altars and their groves, they 
are as fond of them, and take as much pleafure in them as men do 
in their own children, and are as loth to part with them 5 they 
will live and die with their idols, and can no more forget them, 
than a woman can forget her fucking child. 

2. The indiftment being thus fully proved, the judgment is 
affirmed, and the fentence ratified, ver. 3,4. forafmuch as they 
are thus wedded to their fins, and will not part with them. 

1. They fhall be made to part with their treafures, and thofe 
fliall be given into the hands of ftrangcrs 5 Jerufalem is God's 
mountain in the field, it was built on a hill in the midft of a plain 5 
all the treafures of that wealthy city will God give to the fpoiL 
Or, My mountains with the fields, thy wealth and all thy treafures 
will I expofe to fpoil ; both the produfts of the country, and the 
ftores of the city fhall be feized by the Chaldeans. . Juftly are men 
ftripped of that which they have ferved their idols with, and have 
made the food and fuel of their lufts. My mountain (fo the whole 
land was, Pfalm Ixxviii. 54. Deut. xi. 11.) you have turned 
into your high places for fin, have worfhipped your idols upon the 
high hills, ver. 2. and now they fhall be given for a fpoil in all 
your borders. What we make for a fin, God will make for a 
fpoil; for what comfort can we expect in that wherewith God is. 

difhonoured ? 

2. They fliall be made to part with their inheritance, with their 
real eftates as well as perfonal, and fhall be carried captives into a 
ftrange land, ver. 4. Thou, even thy felf, or, thou thy felf, and 
thofe that are in thee, all the inhabitants Jhall difcontinue from thy 
heritage that I gave thee. God owns it was their heritage, and he 
gave it them, they had an unqueftionable title to it, which was an 
aggravation of their folly in throwing themfelves out of the po£- 
fefiion of it. It is through thy felf, (fo fome read it) through thine 
own default that thou art dilTeized. Tbsu fhalt difcontinue, or /«- 
iermit the occupation of thy land. The law appointed them to 
let their land re/1 (it is the word here ufed) one year in feven„ 
Exod. xxiiu 11. They did not obferve that law, and now God 
would compel them to let it re/I : the land fhall enjoy her fabbaths 9 

' Lev. xxvi. 34. and yet it fhall be no reft to them, they fhall 
ferve their enemies in a land they knew not. Obferve, (1.) Sin 
works a difcontinuance of our comforts, and deprives us of the 
enjoyment of that which God has given us. . Yet, (2.) A difconti- 
nuance of the pofleilion is not a defeafance of the right, but it is 
intimated, that upon their repentance they fhall recover pofleilion 
again. For the prefent, ye have kindled a fire in mine anger 9 

which burns fo hot, that it fcems as if it would bum for ever 5 

and 




and fo it will unlefs you repent, for. it is the anger of an ever- 
iajtirig God-, fafthing upon immoral fouls j and who knows the 
power of that anger f 

5; 4 thus Taitli the LDRD, Curfed he the man 

that trufteth in man, and : makech flefh his arm, and 
whofe heart departech from the LOR D. 6. For he 
3hall be like the heath in the defert, arid fhall riot fee 
when good cometh, but lhall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderriefs* in a fait land, and not inha- 
bited. 7. Blefled is the man that trufteth in the 
LORD, and whofe hope the LORD is. 8 . F or 
he fhall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that 
fpreadech out her roots by the river^ and fhall not 
fee when heat cometh, but her leaf lhall be green, 
and fliall not be careful in the year of drought, nei- 
ther fliall ceafe from yielding fruit. 9. % The^ heart 
is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked, 
who can know it ? 10. I the L O R D fearch the 
heart, / try the reins, even to give every man . ac- 
cording to his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
. doings. 11. As the partridge fitteth on eggs, and hatch- 
eth them not : fo he that getteth riches and not by 
right, fliall leave them in the midft of his days, and 
at his end lhall be a fool. 

. It is excellent doctrine that is preached in thefe verfes, and of 
general concern and ufe tq us all, and it doth not appear to have 
any particular reference to the prefent ftate of Judah and Jcrufa- 
lem ; the prophet's fermons were not all prophetical) but fome of 
them practical 5 yet this difcourfe which probably we have here 
only the heads of, would be of lingular ufe to them by way of 
caution, not to mifplace their confidence in the day of their diftrefs. 
Let us all learn what we are taught here, 

1. Concerning the difeppbinfrnent and vexation they will cer- 
tainly meet with, that depend Upon creatures for fiiccefs and re- 
lief when they are in trouble, ver. 5, 6. Curfed be the man that 
trufteth hi man, God pronounceth him curfed for the affront he 
thereby puts upon him ; or, curfed, that is, rhiferable is the man 
that doth fo, for he leans upon a broken reed, which will not only 
fail him, but will run into his hand and pierce it. Obferve, 
(1.) The fin here condemned, it is trufling in man; putting that 
confidence in the wifdom and power, the kindnefs and faithfulnefs 
of men, which Ihould be placed in thofe attributes of God only. 
Making our applications to men, and railing our expectations from 
them as principal agents, whereas they are but inftruments in 
the hand of providence : It is making flefh the arm we Hay upon, 
the arm we work with* and with which we hope to work our 
point ; the arm under which we Ihelter our felves, and on which 
we depend for protection. God is his peoples arm, Ifa. xxxiii. 2. 
We mult not think to make any creature to be that to us, which 
God has undertaken to be. Man is called flejh, to fhew the 
folly of thofe that make them their confidence ; he is flejh, i. e. 
weak and feeble, as flejh without bones or finews, that has no 
ftrength at all in it j he is una&ive as flejh without fpirit, which 
is a dead thing. He is mortal and dying, as flelh which foon 
putrefies and corrupts, and is continually wafting. Nay, he is 
falfe and finful, and has loft his integrity, fo his being flefti lig- 
nifies, Gen. vi. 3. (2.) The great malignity there. is in this 
fin ; it is the departure of the evil heart of unbelief from the 
living God. They that truft in man, perhaps draw nigh to God 
with their mouth, and honour him with their lips, they call 
Jiim their hope, and fay they truft in him ; but really their heart 
departeth from him ; they diftruft him, defpife him, and decline 
a correfpondence with him. Cleaving to the ciftern, is leaving 
the fountain, and is refented accordingly. (3.) The fatal confe- 
quences of this fin. He that puts a confidence in man, puts a 
cheat upon himfelf ; for, ver. 6. He fhall be like the heath in the 
defert, a forry Ihrub, the product of barren ground, faplefs, and 
■ufelefs, and worthlefs ; his comforts lhall all fail him, and his 
hopes be blafted : he lhall wither, be dejected in himfelf, and 
trampled on by all about him. When good comes he jh'a 11 not fee 
it, he lhall not lhare in it ; when the times mend, they lhall not 
mend with him, but he lhall inhabit the parched places' in the 
wildernefs, i. e. his expectations lhall be continually fruftrated $ 
when others have a harveft, he lhall have none. They that 
truft to their own righieoufnefs and Jlrength, and think they can 
do well enough without the merit and grace of Chrift, thus make 
fe/Jj their arm, and their fouls cannot profper in graces or com- 
forts ; they can neither produce the fruits of acceptable fervices 
to God, nor reap the fruits of faving blefiings from him $ they 
dwell in a dry land. 

2. Concerning the abundant fatisfaction which they have and 
tvill have, that make God their confidence, that live by faith in 
his providence and promife, that refer themfehes to him and his 
conduct: at all times, and repofe themfehes in him and his love in 
the moft unquiet times, vcr. 7, 8. Obferve, (1.) The duty re- I 



quired of usj tb trujl in the Lord, . to do our duty to h; m 
then depend upon him to bear us out in doing it ; when cr ' ^ 
and fecond caufes either deceive or threaten us, - either are Mr^ 
us or fierce againft us, to commit our felves to God as all f 
ficient, both to make up the want of thofe that fail us j 
protect: us from thofe that fet upon us. It is to make \ber ^ 
our hope, his favour the good we hope for, and his power 1 
ftrength we hope in. (2.) The. comfort that attends the doi I t 
this duty. He that doth fp lhall be as a tree planted by the %^ 
a choice tree, about which great care has been taken to fr 
irk the beft foil, fo far from being like the heath in the tuilt 
nefs ; like a tree that fpreads out her rootsj and thereby i s fi r T 
fixed, fpreads them out by the rivers, whence it draws abund 



which they have that make God their hope ; they 
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are pleafant, and enjoy a continual fecurity and ferenity of m, 
a tree thus planted, thus watered, fliall not fee when heat ° ' 



i. e. lhall not fuftain any damage by the moft fcorchi 



lino- 



of fummer ; it is fo well moiftned from its roots, that it Thall ^ 
fufficiently guarded againft drought. Thofe that make God th 
hope, (1.) They lhall flourijh in credit and comfort; like a 
that is always green, whofe leaf doth not wither ; they £h a jj ^ 
chearful to them felves, and beautiful in the eyes of others. Tj f 
who thus give honour to God by giving him credit, God will h 
honour upon them, and make them the ornament and deli?? 
of the places where they live, as green trees are. (2.) 7 J 
lhall be fixed in an inward peace and latisfaction ; fiall not 1 
careful in a year of drought, when there is want of rain, for 2 1 
it has feed in it felf, fo it has its moijlure. Thofe that mai» 
God their hope, have enough in him to make up the want of ajj 
creature-comforts. We need not be follicitous about the breakiV 
of a ciftern, as long as we have the fountain. (3.) They ft! 
be fruitful in holinefs, and in all good works. They that truft ' 
in God, and by faith derive ftrength and grace from him 
Jhall not ceafe fro?n yielding fruit, they lhall ftill be enabled to 
do that which will redound to the glory of God, the benefit of 
others, and their own account. 

3. Concerning the linfulnefs of man's heart, and the divine 
infpection it is always under, vcr. 9, 10. It is folly to truft in 
man, for he is not only frail, but falfe and deceitful. We arc 
apt to think we truft in God, and are intitled to the Mefe 
here promifed to them that do fo. But this is a thing about 
which our own hearts deceive us as much as any thing ; we think 
we* truft in God when really we do not, as appears by this that 
our hopes and fears rife or fall, according as fecond caufes fmik f 
or froivn. But it is true in general, 

(r.) There is that wickednefs in our hearts, which we cur I 
felves are not aware of, and do not fufpect to be there ; nay, it 
is a common miftake among the children of men to think them- 
felves, their own hearts at leaft, a great deal better than really 
they are. The heart, i, e. the confeience of man, in his cor- 
rupt and fallen ftate, 7V deceitful above all things, it is fubtle and f 
falfe, it is apt to fnpplant, fo the word properly fignifies, it is * 
that from which Jacob had his name a fupplanter. It calls evil 
good, and good evil ; puts falfe colours upon things, and cries, j 
peace to thofe to whom peace doth not belong. When men % j 
in their hearts, /. e. fuffer their hearts to whifper to them, that I 
either there is no God, or he doth not fee, or he will not require, 
or they fhall have peace, though they go on ; in thefe and a thou- 
sand the like fuggeftions, the heart is deceitful : it cheats men [ 
into their own ruin ; and this will be the aggravation of it, { 
that they are felf-deceivers, felf-deftroyers. Herein the heart 5 
is defperately wicked ; it is deadly, it is defperate. The cafe \ 
is bad indeed, - and in a manner deplorable, and paft relief, if 
the confeience, which fhould rectify the errors of the other fa- 
culties, is it felf a mother of falfhood, and a ring-leader in the 
delufion. What will become of a man, if that in him which 
fhould be the candle of the Lord give a falfe light, if Gofs 
deputy in the foul, that is intrufted to fupport his interefts, be- 
trays them ? Such is the deceitfulnefs of the heart, that we may j 
truly fay, Who fan know it ? Who can defcribe how bad the 
heart is ? We cannot know our own hearts, not what they wi 
do in an hour of temptation ; Uezekiah did not, Peter did not} 
not what corrupt difpofitions there are in them, nor in how many 
things they have turned aftde \ who can underftand his errors! 
Much lefs can we know the hearts of others, or have any depen- 
dence upon them. But, 

(2.) Whatever wickednefs there is in the heart, God fees it, 
and knows it, is perfectly acquainted with it, and apprized of it; 
/ the Lord fearch the heart. This is true of all that is in the 
heart, all the thoughts of it, the quickefl, and thofe that are 
moft carelefsly overlooked by our felves ; all the intents of it) 
the clofeft, and thofe that are moft artfully difguifed, and indu- 
ftrioufly concealed from others. Men may be impofed upon, 
but God cannot. He not only fearcheth the heart with a piercing 
eye, but he tries the reins, to pafs a judgment upon what he oil- 
covers, to give every thing its true character and due weight* 
He tries as the gold is tried, whether it be ftandard or no j 
as the prifoner is tried, whether he be guilty or no. -And 

this judgment he makes of the heart, is in order to his paffing 

judgment 
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t upon the man ; it is to give to every man according to 
judgni ^ accor ding to the defert and the tendency of them ; life 



^ S1 U fe that walked in the ways of life, and death to thofe that 
t0 f Red in the paths of the deflroyer ; and according to the fruit 
K I' doings, ^ e e ff e ^ anc * influence his doings have had upon 
Sf # or according to what is fettled by the word of God 
be the 'fruit of mens doings, bleffings to the obedient, and 
10 f s to the difobedient. Note, Therefore God is judge himjelf, 
CU fHie alone, becaufe he, and none but he, knows the hearts 
K*» children of men. It is true efpecially of all the deceitful- 
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kednefs 



and 



2 re than any man can do) he judgeth of the overt a£t by the 
? r t Note, God knows more evil by us than we do by our 
fives' - which is a good reafon why we fhould not flatter our 
/lyes' hut always ftand in awe of the judgment of God, 

'Concerning the curfe that attends wealth unjufily gotten : 
fraud and violence had been reigning crying fins in Judah and 

now the prophet would have thofe who had been 



to 



Jerufalem ; . . 

uilty of thefe fins, and were nowftripped of all they had 
fead their fin in their punifhment, ver. x i- He that gets riwe** 
end not by right, though he may make them his hope, he (hall 
r cv r er have joy of them. Obferve, It is poflible that thofe who 
u fe unlawful means to get wealth, may fucceed therein, and 
profper for a time, and it is a temptation to many to defraud 
and opprefs their neighbours, when there is money to be got 
]> v it. He that has got treaf l ~" J - 1 * 



and 



jn'ay hug himfelf in his fuccefs, and fay, / a?n rich ; nay, 
I am innocent too, Hof xii. 8. but he Jhall leave them in the 
inidft of his days ; they fhall be taken from him, or he from 
them; God fhall cut him off with fome furprizing ftroke 
then, when he faid, Soul, take thine eafe, thou hafl goods laid 

Luke xii. iq, 2o. He fhall leave the?n 



for many years, J^uice xii. 19, 
he. knows not whom, and not be able 

with him. 



to ne .juiuws nut. wjjumj hul l>& to take any of his 

riches away with him. It. intimates, what a great vexation it 
is to a worldly man at death, that he muft leave his riches 
behind him ; and jaflly may it be a terror to thofe, that got 
them unjuflly ; for though the wealth will not follow them to 
another world, the guilt will, and the torment of an everlaft- 
ing Son, remember, Luke xvi. 25. Thus at bis end he Jhall be a 
poly a Nabal, whofe wealth did him no good, which he had 
fo fordidly hoarded, when his heart became dead as a flone. 
He was a fool all along; fometimes perhaps his own confeience 
told him fo, but at his end he will appear to be fo. Thofe are 
fools indeed, that are fools in their latter end ; and fo multi- 
tudes will prove, who were cried up as wife men, that did zvell 
for themfelves, Pfal. xlix. 13, 18. They that get grace, will be 
wife in their latter end, will have the comfort of it in death, 
and the benefit of it to eternity, Prov. xix zo. but they that 
place their happinefs in the wealth of the world, and right or 
wrong will be rich, will rue the folly of it, when it is too late 
to re&ify the fatal miftake. This is like the part?~idge that fits 
eggs, and haicheth them not ; but either they are broke, as 
'job xxxix. 15. or ftolen, as Jfa. x. 14. or they become addle ; 
iome fort of fowl there was well known among the Jews, whofe 
cafe this commonly was : The rich man takes a great deal of 
pains to get an eftate together, and fits brooding upon it, but never 
has any comfort or fatisfaftion in it ; his projects to enrich him- 
felf by fmful courfes mifcarry, and come to nothing. Let us 
therefore be wife in time.-, what we get, to get it honeflly ; and 
what we have, to ufe it charitably ; that we may lay up in ftore 
a good foundation, and be wife for eternity. 

t 12, f A glorious high throne from the beginning, 
*nhe place of our fandtuary. 13. O LORD, the hope 
of Ifrael, all that forfake thee fhall be afliamed, and 
they that depart from me fhall be written in the earth, 
becaufe they have forfaken the LORD, the fountain of 
living, waters. 



on 



for thou 



14. Heal me, u lukli, ; 

be healed ; fave me, and I (hall be faved : 
M my praife. 15. $ Behold, they fay unto me, 
Where is the word of the LORD? let it come now. 
16. As for me, I have not haftened from being a pallor 
to follow thee, neither have I defired the woful day, 
thou knoweft : that which came out of my lips was 
right before thee. 17. Be not a terror unto me, thou 
a p my hope in the day of evil. 18. Let them be con- 
founded that perfecute me, but let not me be confoun- 
ded : let them be difmayed, but let not me be dif- 
^ a yed: bring upon them the day of evil, and deftroy 
tntm wich double deftru&ion. 

Here, as often before, we have the prophet retired for private 
notation, and alone with God. Thofe minifters that would 



1. He acknowledged the great favour of God to his peoples 
in fetting up a revealed religion among them, and dignifying 
them with divine inftitutions, ver. 12. A glorious high throne 
from the beginning is the place of our fancluary : the temple at 
Jerufalem, where God manifested his fpecial prefence, where 
the lively oracles were lodged/ where the people paid their ho- 
mage to their fovereign, and whither they fled for refuge in 
diftrefs, was the place of their fancluary. That was a glorious 
high throne, it was a throne of holinefs, that made it truly gh. 
rious ; it was God's throne, that made it truly high. Jerufalem 
is called the city of the great King, not only IfraeFs King, but the 
King of the whole earth, fo that it might be juftly deemed the 
metropolis, or royal city of the world. It was from the begin- 
ning ^o, from the firft projecting of it by David, and b-ulding 
of it by Solomon, 2 Chron. ii. 9. It was the honour of Ifrael, 
that God fet up fuch a glorious throne among them. As the 
glorious and high throne, viz. that is heaven, is the place ~of our 
fancluary, fo fome read it. Note, All good men have a high 

value and veneration for the ordinances of God, and reckon the 
place of the fancluary a glorious high throne. Jeremiah mentions 
this here, either as a p!ea with God for mercy to their land, in 
honour of the throne of his glory, chap. xiv. 21. or as an aggra- 
vation of the fin of his people, in forfaking God, though his 
throne was among them, and fo profaning his crown, and the 
place of his fancluary. 

2. He acknov/ledgeth the righ teou fne fs of God, in abandon- 
ing thofe to ruin that forfook him, and revolted from their al- 
legiance to him, ver. 13. He fpeaks it to God, as fubferibing 
both to the certainty and the equity of it ; O Lord, the hope of 
thofe in Ifrael that adhere to thee, all that forfake thee jjjall bs 
afhamed. They rnufl of neceffity be fo, for they forfake thee for 
lying vanities, which will deceive them, and make them afhamed, 
they will be ajhamed, for they fhame themfelves ; they will jufily 
be put to fhame, .for they have forfaken him, who alone can 
keep them in countenance, when troubles come. Let them be 

tion of the 



ajhamed \ fo fome read it ; and fo it is a pious imp 
wrath of God upon them, or of petition for his grace, to make 
them penitently afhamed. They that depart from me, 1. e. from 
the word of God which I have preached, they do in effeel: de- 
part from God ; as thofe that return to God, are faid to return 
to the prophet, chap. xv. 19. They that depart from thee, fo 
fome read it, they fhall be zvritten in the earth ; they fhall foon 
be blotted out, as that is w r hich is written in the dull: ; they 
fhall be trampled upon, and expofed to contempt : they belong 
to the earth, and fhall be numbred among earthly people, that 
lay up their treafure on earth, and whofe names are not zvrit- 
ten in heaven. And they deferve to be thus written with the 
fools in Ifrael, that their folly may be made manifefl: unto all, 
becaufe they have forfaken the Lord, the fountain of living tuaters, 
i. e. fpring-waters, and that for broken cifterns. Note, God is 



There is a fulnefs 

fulnefs, like 



to all that are his a fountain of living zuaters. 
of comfort in him, an over-ilowing, ever-flowing 
that of a fountain ; it is always frejh, and clear, and clean* 
like fpring-water, while the pleafures of fin are puddle- waters. 
They are free to it, it is not a fountain fealed 5 they deferve 
therefore to be condemned as Adam to red earth, to which by 
the corruption of their nature they are allied, becaufe they have 
forfaken the garden of the Lord, which is well watered. They 
that depart from God, are written in the earth. 

3. He prays to God for healing faving mercy for himfelf. If 
the cafe of thofe be fo miferable, that depart from God, let me 
always draw nigh to him, Pfal. Ixxiii. 27, 28. and in order to 
that/ Lord, heal ?nc, and fave me, ver. 14. Heal my backjlidings* 
my bent to backflide, and fave me from being carried away by the 
flrength of the ftream, to forfake thee. He was wounded in fpiric 
with grief upon many accounts \ Lord, heal me with thy com- 
forts, and make me eafy. He was continually expofed to the 
malice of unreafonable men ; Lord, fave me from them, and let 
me not fall into their wicked hands. Heal me, i. e. fanctify me 
by thy grace ; fave me, i. e. bring me to thy glory. Ail that 
fhall be faved hereafter, are fanclified now ; unlefs the difeafe of 
fin be purged out, the foul cannot live. To enforce ihls petition, 
he pleads, (1.) The firm belief he had of God's power ; Heal thou 
and then J (hall be healed-, the cure will certainly be wrought 



mi 



ene- 
iv e ; 



if 



if thou undertake it; it will be a thorough cure, and not a pal- 
liative one. Thofe that come to God to be healed, ought to be 
abundantly fatisfied in the all>iufficiency of their phyfician. Save 
me, and then I fnall certainly be faved, be my dangers and 
mies never fo threatnino;. If God hsld us up, we Jhall lr. 
he protefl us, we fhall be fafc. (2.) The fin cere regard he had 
to God's glorv, for then art my praife, and for that reafon I 
defire to be healed and faved, that 1 may live and praife thee, 
Pfal. cxix. 175. Thou art he whom I praife, and the praife due 
to thee I never gave to another. Thou art he whom I glory zn 9 
and hafl of, for on thee do I depend. Thou art he that fur- 

nifheth me with continual matter for praife, and I have given 

Hhou 



— aiiu a ion e xuiifj \jruu. x jiuic un _ 

^ vec °mfort in their work, muft be much fo. In his convert | thee the praife of the favours already bellowed upon me. 

God and his own heart, he takes the liberty, which 
ds fometimes ufe in their foliloquies, to pafs from one 

™ng to^ another, without tying themfelves tQQ ftri&ly to the 



Jhalt be my praife, fo fome read it \ heal me, and fave rae, and 
thou lhalt have the glory of it: My praife Jljali be continually of 



method and coherence, 
No. Ixii, 



thee, Pfal. lxxL 6. — Ixxix. x** 
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Ch 



ap. XVII 



Where is the 



• 4. He complains of the infidelity and daring impiety of the 
people to whom he preached. It greatly troubled him, and Jie 
fliews before God this trouble 5 as the fervant that had flights 
put upon him by the guefts he was fent to invite, came and 
foewed his. Lord thefe things. He had faithfully delivered God s 
mefFage to them, and what anfwer has he to return to him that 
fent him ? Why, ver. 15- Behold they fay unto vie 
word of the Lord? Let it co?ne now, Ifa. v. 19. They bantered the 
prophet, and made a jeft of that which he delivered with the 
greateft ferioufnefs. (1.) They denied the truth of what he faid 5 
If that be the word of the Lord which thou fpeakeft to us, where 
is it ? Why is it not fulfilled ? Thus the patience of God was 
impudently abufed, as a ground to queftion his veracity. (2.) They 
defied the terror of what he faid ; let God Almighty do his 
worft, let all he has faid come to pafs, we fhall do well enough 
the lion is not fo fierce as he is painted, Amos v. 1 8. Lord, to 
what purpofe is it to fpeak to men, that will neither believe nor 

fear ! 

5. He appeals to God concerning his faithful difcharge of 
the office to which he was called, ver. 16. The people did all 
they could to make him weary of his work, to exafperate him, 
and make him uneafy, and to tempt him to prevaricate, and al- 
ter his mefFage, for fear of difpleafing them ; but, Lord, faith 
lie, thou knowe/t I have not yielded to them. (1.) He kept con- 
Jiaht to his work. His office inftead of being his credit and pro- 
tection, expofed him to reproach, contempt, and injury; and 
yet, faith he, I have not hafiened from being a pa/lor after thee ; 
I have not over-run my work, nor fued for a difcharge, or a 
quietus. Prophets were paflors to the people, to feed them with 
the good word of God ; but they were to be pafiors after • God, 
and all minifters muft be fo, according to his heart, chap. iii. 15. 
to follow him, and the directions and inftrudiions he gives ; fuch 
a paftor Jeremiah was and though he met with as much dif- 
ficulty and difcouragement as ever any man did, yet he did not 
fly off' as Jonah did, nor defire to be excufed from going any 
more on - God's errands. Note, Thofe that are employed for 
God, though their fuccefs anfwer not their expectation, yet 
they mud not therefore throw up their com million, but conti- 
nue to follow God, though the ftorm be in their faces. (2.) He 
kept up his affeclion to the people. Though they were very abu- 
five to him, he was companionate to them ; / have not defired 
the woful day. The day of the accomplifhment of his prophe- 
cies would be a woful day indeed to Jerufalem, and therefore 
he deprecated it, and wifhed it might never come ; though as 
to him/elf, it would be the avenging of him upon his perfe- 
cutors, and the proving of him a true prophet, which they had 
qiieftioned, ver. 15. and upon thofe accounts he might be tempted 
to defire it. Note, God doth not, and therefore minifters muft 
not, defire the death of finners, but rather that they may turn 
and live. Though we warn of the woful day, we muft not 
zvijh for it, but rather zveep becaufe of it, as Jeremiah did. 
(3.) He kept clofe to his inflru&ions ; though he might have curried 
favour with the people, or at lead have avoided their difplea- 
fure, if he had not been fo fharp in his reproofs, and fevere in 
his threatnings, yet he would deliver his meflage faithfully 
and that he had done fo was a comfort to him ; Lord, thou 
knowcfl that which came out of my lips was right before thee, i. e. 
it exactly agreed with what I had received from thee, and there- 
fore thou art reflected upon in their quarrelling with me. Note, 
If what we fay and do be right before God, we may eafily defpife 
the reproaches and cenfurcs of men : It is a fmall thing to be 
judged of their judgment. 

6. He humbly begs of God, that he would own him and pro- 
tect him, and carry him on chearfully in that work, to which 
God had fo plainly called him, and he had fo ftneerely devoted 
himfelf. Two things he here defires. 

r. That he might have comfort in ferving the God that fent 
liim, ver. 17. Be not thou a terror to me. Surely more is implied 
than is exprefled ; be thou a comfort to me a and let thy favour 
rejoice my heart, and encourage me, when my enemies do all 
they can to terrify me, and either to drive me from my work, 
or make me drive on heavily in it. Note, The beft have that 
In them, which might juftly make God a terror to them, as 
he was for fome time to Job, chap. vi. 4. to Afaph, Pfal. ixxvii. 
3. to Heman, Pfal. lxxxviii. 15. And this is that which good 
men, knowing the terrors of the Lord, dread and deprecate more 
than any thing; nay, whatever frightful accidents may befal them, 
or how formidable foever their enemies may appear to them, 
they can do well enough, fo long as God is not a terror to them. 
He pleads, Thou art my hope ; and then nothing elfe is my fear, no, 
not in the day of evil, when it is moft threatning, moft pref- 
fing. My dependence is upon thee, and therefore be not a terror 
to me. Note, Thofe that by faith make God their confidence, 
fhall have him for ..their comfort in the worft of times; if it be 
not their own fault ; 
him our terror. 



b 



if we make him our trujl, we fhall not find 



the judgments threatned be at length executed upon them 
let not me be confounded, let not me be terrified by their \ 

i, fo as to betray my truft. Note, God's minifters have*-** 
to do, which they need not be either afhamed or afraid to 
in, but they do need to be helped by the divine grace to p° 0Ii 
in it without fhame or fear. Jeremiah had not defired the 
day upon his country in general 5 but as to his perfecutors 
juft and holy indignation at their malice, he prays, Br\L 
the?n the day of evil, in hopes the bringing it upon them ir? 
prevent, the bringing of it upon the country, if they were ta)P 
away, the people would be better, therefore de/lroy them uo\ t ^ 
double definition, i. e. let them be utterly deftroyed, root ° 
branch and let the profpecl: of that deftrufh'on be their 
fent confufion. This the prophet prays, not at all that*"?" 
might be avenged, nor fo much that he might be eafed 
that the Lord may be known by the judgments which he ^ 
cuteth* 



a 

and 



exi. 



19. % Thus faid the LORD unto me, Go 

fland in the gate of the children of the people, 
by the kings of Judah come in, and by the which they 
go out, and in all the gates of Jerufalem 5 ~ 



and 

where- 



2 °- And 

fay unto them, Hear ye the word of the L O R D, y e 
kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem, that enter in by thefe gates. 21. Thus 
faith the LORD, Take heed to your felves, and bear 
no burden on the fabbath-day, nor bring it in by the 
gates of Jerufalem. 22. Neither carry forth a burden 
out of your houfes on the fabbath-day, neither do ye 
any work, but hallow ye the fabbath-day, as I com. 
manded your fathers. 23. But they obeyed not, neither 
inclined their ear, but made their neck ftiff, that they 
might not hear, nor receive inftruclion. 24. Ami ic 
fhall. come to pafs, if ye diligently hearken unto me, 

the LORD, to bring in no burden through the 
of this city on the fabbath-day, but hallow the 

to do no work therein : 



faith 



gates 

fabbath-day, 

there enter into the 



gates 



of this 



25- Then Hull 



the 



princes fitting upon 
chariots, and on horfes, 



city, 

throne of David, 
they and their 



kings and 
riding in 



men of Judah, and 
this city fhall 
come from 



remaia 



princes, 

the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
for ever. 26. And 



about Jerufalem, and 
from the plain, and 



the 
and 
fhall 
places 

from the land of Benjamin, and 
from the mountains, and from 



the cities of Judah, and from 



they 
the 



the fouth, bringing burnt-offerings, and facrifices, and 
meat-offerings, and incenfe, and bringing facrifices of 



praife unto the houfe of the LORD, 
will not hearken unto me to hallow 



27. But if ye 

the fabbath-day, 
and not to bear a burden, even entring in at the gates 
of Jerufalem on the fabbath-day : then will I kindle a 
fire in rhe gates thereof, and it fhall devour the palaces 
of Jerufalem > and it fhall not be quenched. 



'<i 



Thefe verfes are a fermon concerning fabhath-fan£fificaihn\ 
it is a word which the prophet received from the Lord, and was 
ordered to deliver in -the moft folemn publick manner to the 
people 1 for they were fent not only to reprove fin, and to prefe 
obedience in general, but they muft defcend to particulars. This 
meflage concerning the fabbath probably was fent in the days 
of Jofiah, for the furtherance of that work of reformation which 
he fet on foot; for the promifes here, ver. 25, 26. are fuch 
as, I think, we fcarce find, when things came nearer to the extre- 
mity. This me/Tage muft be proclaimed in all the places of con- 
cour/e, and therefore in the gates, not only becaufe through thm 
people were continually paffing and repaffing, but becaufe in them 
they kept their courts, and laid up their ftores. It muft be pro- 
claimed (as the king or queen is ufually proclaimed) at the 
court-gate firft, the gate by which the kings of Judah ufe to 
come in and go out, ver. 19. Let them be told their duty firft, 
particularly this duty y for if fabbaths be not fanflified as they 
fliould he, the rulers of Judah are to.be contended zoith, fo they 
were, Neb. xiii. 17. for they are certainly wanting in their duty- 
He muft alfo preach it in all the gates of Jerufalem. It 1S 3 
matter of .great and general concern, therefore let all take notice 
of it Let the kings of Judah hear the zuord of the Lord-, & 
as high as they are he is -above them, and all the inhabitants sj 
Jerufalem ; for as mean as they are he takes notice of them, and 
of what they fay and do on fabbath-days. Obferve, 

1. How the fabbath is to be fanclified, and what is the fa* 




2. That he might have courage in dealing with the people to 
whom he was fent, ver. 1 8. They perfecuted him, who fliould 
have entertained and encouraged him ; Lord, faith he, let them 
he confounded, \. e. let them be over-powered by the convictions 



concerning it, ver. 21,22. (1.) They muft reft from their world* 
ly employments on the fabbath-day, mn(l nn fervile \vorfc 



their 



muft do no 

They muft bear no burthen into the city, or out of it, into 

or out of them ; neither husbandmens burdens of corn 
. nor muck carried out ; nor tradefmens burdens 9 

of the word 3 and made ajhamed of their obftinacy, qx elfe let f wares or merchandizes imported or exported, There a^ Jjj 



houfes, 
carried in, 
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ft' 



loaded horfc 



ci- 
on 



;i - 



t 

fa* 



gates i and. who fhall take 
this courfe to force their entrance? Juftly fhall thofe gates be 
fired that are not ufed as they ought to be, toftiutout fin and 
to keep people in to an attendance on their duty. This fire 
fhall devour even the palaces of Jerufalem, where the princes 
and nobles dwell, who. did not ufe their power and inte^eft as 
they ought to have done, to keep up the honour of God's fab- 
baths ; but // Jhall not be quenched, until it has laid the whole 
city in ruins. This was fulfilled by the army of the Chaldeans, 
that work, which requires and deferyes the j chap. lii. 13. The profanation of the fabbath is a fin for which. 

God has often contended with a people by fire. 



or cart, or waggon be feen on the fabbath-day, 
- the ftreets or in the roads ; the porters muft not ply 
t her m ™ ^ uft the ftrvants be fuffered to fetch in provifions 
; that day, Q f Te ft 3 an d muft not be made a day of la- 

- 0f .nidi in cafe of neceffity. (2.) They muft apply them- 
b f r> m that which is the proper work and bufinefs of the day ; 

■,Tv, the fabhath, L e. confecrate it to the honour of God, 

• hollow } e *"* j . . 



1. e. 



" "ir nd it in his fervice and worfhip; and it is in order to this, 
andJpcn bu f ine f s muft be laid afide, that we may be entire 



rig 



that 
needed 



(, at worldly 

h T\\^ nt {i-) Tbey muft herein be very circumfpecl:- take 
7a in vour [elves, watch againft every thing that borders upon 
fhl orofanation of the fabbath. Where God is jealous, we muft 
h -autious. Take heed to your /elves, for it is at your peril, if 
, 'rob God of that part of your time, which he has referved to 
VTelf Yale heed to your fouls, fo the word is; in order to the 
ht fanftifying of fabbaths, we muft look well to the frame of 
"rfpirits, and have a watchful eye upon all the motions of the 
^ward man : Let not the foul be burdened with the cares of this 
world on fabbath-days, but let that be employed, even all that is 
within us, in the work of the day. And, (4.) He refers them 
to the lav/, the ftatute in this cafe made and provided : This is no 
new impofition upon you, but is what I commanded your fathers-, 
it is an ancient law, it was an article of the original contrail 3 
nay, it was a command to the patriarchs. 

L How the fabbath had been profaned, ver. 23. Your fathers 
were required to keep holy the fabbath day, but they obeyed not, 
they hardned their necks againft this as well as other commands 
were given them. This is mentioned to fhew that there 

a reformation in this matter, and that God had a juft 

controverfy with them for the long tranfgreffion of this law, 
which they had -been guilty of. They hardened their necks a- 
gainft this command, that they might not hear and receive in- 
SruBion concerning other commands. Where fabbaths are ne- 
glefled, all religion fenfibly goes to decay. 

5. What blefiings God had in ftore for them, if they would 
make confeience of fabbath- fanctifi cat ion. Though their fathers 
had been guilty of the profanation of the fabbath, they fhould 
not only not fmart for it, but their city and nation fhould re- 
cover its ancient glory, if they would keep fabbaths better, 
w. 24, 25, 26. Let them take care to hallow the fabbath, 
and do no work therein. And then, 

(1.) The court fhall flourifh ; kings in fucceffion, or the many 
branches of the royal family at the fame time, all as great as 
lings, with other the princes that fit upon the thrones of judg- 
incut, the thrones of the houfe of David, Pfal. exxii. 5. fhall ride 
in great pomp through the gates of Jerufalem, fome in chariots, 
and fome on horfes, attended with a numerous retinue of the 
men of Judah. Note, The honour of the government is the 
joy of the kingdom, and the fupport of religion would contribute 
greatly to both. 

(2.) The city fhall flourifh. Let there be a face of religion 
kept up upon Jerufalem, by the fabbath-fancl:ification, that it 
mayanfwer its title, the holy city, and then it Jhall remain for 
ever, fhall for ever be inhabited, fo the word may be rendred ; 
it fhall not be deftroyed and difpeopled, as it is threatned to be. 
Whatever fupports religion, tends to eftablifh the civil interefts of 
a land. 

(3.) The country fhall flourifh. The cities of Judah, and the 
land of Benjamin fhalf'be replenifhed with vaft numbers of in- 
habitants, and thofe abounding in plenty, and living in peace, 
which will appear by the multitude and value of their offerings 
which they fhall prefent to God. And by this the flourifhing 
of a country may be judged of; what doth it do for the honour 
of God. Thofe that ftarve their religion, either they are poor, 
or are in a fair way to be fo. 

(4.) The church fhall flourifh. Meat-offerings, and incenfe, 
and facrifices of praife, fhall be brought to the houfe of the Lord, 
for the maintenance of the fervice of that houfe, and the fer- 
vants that attend it. God's inftitutions fhall be confeientioufly 
obferved, no facrifices and incenfe fhall be offered to idols, and 
|: alienated from God, but every thing fhall go in the right cha- 
nel. They fhall have both occafton and hearts to bring facrifices 
tf praife to God. This is made an inftance of their profperity : 
J lien a people truly fiourifij, when religion flourifheth 
*nem. And this is the effect of fabbath-fan&ification, when 
that branch of religion is kept up, other inftances of it are kept 
r up likewife, but when that is loft, devotion is loft either in fuper- 
I tltl0n or profanenels. It is a true obfervation which fome have 
\ jnade, that the ftreams of all religion run either deep or fhal- 

r w, according as the banks of the fabbath are kept up or ne- 

1 ' g'ecfed. 

I: . f £ * * bat judgments they muft expe£t would come upon them, 
j. u they perlifted in the profanation of the fabbath, ver. 27. If 
■■ f.ff not hearken to me in this matter, to keep the gates fhut on 
• a "wtn-days ; fo that there may be no unneceflary entring in, 
'■ 0r going out on that day : If you will break through the in- 
: °ure of the divine law, and lay that day in common with 
uier days, know that God will kindle a fire in the gates of 

/°w city intimating, that it fhall be kindled by an enemy be- 



among 



C II A P. XVIIL 



In this chapter we have, (1.) J general declaration 
in dealing with 7iations and kingdoms ; that he can 
he zvill zuith them, as eafily as the potter can with the clay 9 



of God's ways 

eafily do what 



ver. 

with 
he 1 




ng towards 

them hi mercy, nothing but their fin zuill flop the progrefs of 
his favours, ver. 7 — 10. (2.) A particular demonft x ration of 
the folly of the men of J.iidab and J> 
from their God to idols, and fo 
notwithfianding the fair warning 
intentions towards them, ver. 



departing 

bringing ruin upon themfelves, 
given them, and God's kind 
17. (3.) The prophet's co?n- 
plaint to God of the bafe ingratitude, and itnreafonable malice 
of his enemies, perfecutors, and flanderers, and his prayers againfi 
them, ver. 18 — 23. 



I. 



T 



H 



word which 




Jerer 

LORD, faying, 2. Arife, and 



down to 



the potters houfe, and there I will caufe thee to hear 



my words, 
and 



3. Then I went down to the potters houfe, 
behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 4. 
And the veffel that he made of clay, was marred in 
the hand of the potter, fo he made it again another 
veffel, as feemed good to the potter to make it. 5. 
Then the word of the LORD 



Then the word of the LORD came to me, fayin w 
6. O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do with you as this pot- 
ter? faith the L O R D. Behold, as the clay is in the 

hand, fo are ye in mine hand, O houfe of 
At what inftant I fhall 



potters 
Ifrael. 



7 



nation, and concerning a 



to pull down, and to deftroy it : 



fpeak concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and 

8. If that nation 



againft 
I will 



whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, 

evil that I thought to do unto 



repent of the 
them. 9. And at what inftant I fhall fpeak concerning 

build and 



a nation, 
plant it: 10. 
not my voice, 

with I faid I would benefit them. 



to 



and concerning a kingdom, to 

If it do evil in my fight, that it obey 



then I will repent of the good where* 



and took notice how 

with 



as he pleafed, 
And, ver. 4. 



The prophet is here fent to the potter's houfe (he knew where 
to find it) not to preach a fermon, as before to the gates of Je- 
rufalem, but to prepare a fermon, or rather to receive it ready 
prepared. Thofe needed not to ftudy their fermons, that had 
them, as he had this, by immediate infpiration. Go to the pot- 
ter's houfe, and obferve how he manageth his work, and there 
/ will caufe thee, by filent whifpers, to hear my words. There 
thou fhalt receive a meffage to be delivered to the people. Note, 
Thofe that would know God's mind, muft obferve ^ his ap- 
pointments, and attend there where he may hear his words* 
The prophet was never difobedient to the heavenly vifion, and 
therefore went to the potter's houfe, ver. 3. 
he wrought his zuork upon the wheels, jufi: 
a great deal of cafe, and in a little time, 
a lump of clay, that he defigned to form into one fhape, 
proving too faff, or having a ftone in it, or fome way or 
came to be marred in his hand, he prefently turned it into a- 
nother fhape ; if it will not ferve for a veffel of honour, it 
will ferve for a veffel of difhonour, juft as ferns good to the pot- 
ter. It is probable Jeremiah knew well enough how the pot- 
ter wrought his work, and how eafily he threw it into what 
form he pleafed ; but he muft go and obferve it now, that ha- 
ving the idea of it frefh in his mind, he might, the more rea- 
dily and diftinftly apprehend that truth which God defigned 
thereby to reprefent to him, and might the more intelligently 
explain it to the people. God ufed fimilitudss by his fervants 
the prophets, Hof. xii. 1 o. and it was requifite they fhould them- 
felves underftand the fimilitudcs they ufed, Minifters will make 

a gooa 



when 
either 

other 




Chap. XVIII. 




E R E MIA H. 



Chap. XVIII, 




a good ufe of their converfe with the bufinefs and affairs of this 

life* if they learn thereby to fpeak _ . 

to people about the things of God, and to expound fcnpture 
comparifons. For they ought to make all their knowledge 
fome way or other ferviceable to their profeffion. ^ 

Now let us fee what the mefTage is which Jeremiah receives, 

the delivery of, at the potters houfe. 



its virtue, and become debauched and profane : if religion 



grow 



and is intruded with . 

While he looks carefully upon the potter s work, God darts into 
his mind thefe two great truths, which he muft preach to the 



and an ir- 



houfe of Ifrael. - . 

i. That God hath both an inconteftabie authority, 

reftftible ability to form and fajhion kingdoms and nations as he 

' fo as to ferve his own purpofes. Cannot I do zvith you 

6. Have not I as abfolute a 



more plainly and familiarly into contempt, and vice get to be fafhionable, and fobe kepf 

- - * countenance and reputation, and . there be a general decay 0 f f U 

rious godlinefs among them, then God will turn his hand a? * a 
them, will pluck up what he was planting, and pull clown ^ 
he was building, Jer. xlv. 4. the good work that was i n t i 
doing, fhall ftand ftill, and be let fall ; and what favours w * 
further defigned fhall be with-he!d, and this is called his repenfa 
of the good wherewith he faid he- would benefit them, as hechantJi 
his purpofe concerning Eli's houfe, 1 Sam* ii. 30. and hurfi 
Ifrael back into the wjldernefs, when he had brought the 
within fight of Canaan. Note, Sin is the great mifc]^ 



pleafeth 



God 



as this potter, faith the Lord ? ver, ^ 
power over you in refpedl both of might and right r Nay, 
has a clearer title to a dominion over us than the potter has over 
the clay, for he only gives it its form, whereas we have both 
matter and form from God. As the clay is in the potter's hand 
to be molded and fhaped as he pleafes, ^ fo are ye in my hand. 

God has an inconteftabie fovereignty 
may difpofe of us as he thinks 
and it would be as abfurd for 



us 



to us ; 
the 



clay to quarrel with the potter. 



This intimates, (1.) That 
over us, is not debtor to 
fit, and is not accountable 
us to difpute this, as for 

(2.) That it is a very eafy thing 'with God to make what ufe 
he pleafeth of us, and what changes he pleafeth with us, and we 
cannot refifthim. One turn of the hand, one turn of the wheel, 
quite alters the fhape of the clay, makes it a vefTel, unmakes it, 
new makes it. Thus are our times in God's hand, and not in 

for us to ftrive with him. It 



our own, and it is 
fpoken here of nations, 



in vain 

the moft politick, 



is 



the moft potent, are 



and no other : fee 



this 

and de- 



what God is pleafed to make them, 

He increafeth the natio?is, 

and Jlrait7ietb them again. 

Jill nations be- 



run, 

them. 



plained by Job, chap. xii. 23. 
Jiroyetb ibcm, he enlargeth the nations, 
Pfal. cvii. 33, Esfa. and compare Job xxxiv. 29 
fore God are as the drop of the bucket, foon wiped away, or the 
fmall dufl of the balance foon blown away, Ifa. xl. 15. and 
therefore, no doubt, as eafily managed, as the clay by the potter. 
(3.) That God will not be a lofer by any, in his glory, at long 
but if he be not glorified by them, he will be glorified upon 
If the potter's vefTel be marred for one ufe, it fhall ferve 
for anothqr : thofe that will not be monuments of mercy, fhall be 
monuments of juftice : The Lord has made all things for himfelf, 
yea even the wicked for the day of evil, Prov. xvi. 4. God formed 
us out of the clay, Job. xxxiii. 6. nay, and we are ftill as clay 
in his hands, Ifa. Ixiv. 8. and has not he the fame power over 
us, that the potter has over the clay ? Rom. ix. 21. and are not 
we bound to fubmit, as the clay to the potter's wifdom and will? 
Ifa. xxix. 15, 16. — xlv. 9. 

2. That in the exercife of this authority and ability, he always 
goes by fixed rules of equity and goodnefs. He difpenfeth favours 
indeed in a way of fovereignty, but never punifheth by arbitrary 
power. High is his right band, yet he rules not with a high hand, 
but as it follows there, Jujlice and judgment are the habitation of 
his thrc?ie, Pfal. lxxxix. 13, 14. God affirts his defpo tick power, 
and tells us what he might do, but at the fame time affures us, he 
will aft as a righteous and merciful judge. 

1. When God is coming againfl us in ways of judgment, we 
may be fure it is for our fins, which fhall appear by this, that na- 
tional repentance will flop the progrefs of the judgments, ver. 7, 
8. If God fpeak concerning a nation, to pluck tip its fences that fe- 
cure it, and fo lay it open, its fruit-trees that adorn and enrich it, 
and fo leave it defolate -> to pull down its fortifications, that the 
enemy may have liberty to enter in ; its habitations, that the in- 
habitants may be under a neceffity of going out, and fo dejlroy it 
as either a vineyard, or a city is deftroyed : in this cafe, if that 
nation take the alarm, and repent of their fins, and reform their 
lives, turn every one from his evil way, and return to God, God 
will gracioufly accept them, will not proceed in his controverfy, 
will return in mercy to them, and though he cannot change his 
mind, he will change his way, fo as that it may be faid he ?-epents 
him of the evil he faid he would do to them. Thus often in the 
time of the Judges, when the oppreffed people were penitent peo- 
ple, ftill God raifed them up faviours, and when they turned to 
God, their affairs prefently took a new turn. It was Nineveh's 
cafe, and we wifh it had oftener been Jerufalem's, fee 2 Chron. vii. 
14. It is an undoubted truth that a fincere converfion from the 
evil of fin, will be an effectual prevention of the evil of punifh- 
ment 5 and God can as eafily raife up a penitent people from their 
ruins, as the potter can make anew the veflel of clay, when it 
was marred in bis hand. 

2. When God is coming towards us in ways of mercy, if any 
flop be given to the progrefs of that mercy, it is nothing but fin 
that gives it, ver. a, 10. If God fpeak concerning a nation, to 
build and to plant it, \. e. to advance and eftablifh all the true in- 
terefts of it ; it is his husbandry, and his building, 1 Cor. iii. 9. 
and if he fpeak in favour of it, it is done, it is increafed, it is en- 
riched, it is enlarged, its trade flourifheth, its government is 
fettled in good hands, and all its affairs profper, and its enter- 
prizes fucceed. But if this nation which God has thus loaded 
with benefits, do evil in his fght 9 and obey not his voice> if it lofe 

1 



maker between God and a people : it forfeits the benefit of k* 
promifes, and fpoils the fuccefs of their prayers. It defeats h' 



is 
his 



kind intentions concerning them, Hof vii. 1. and baffles the 
pleafing expectations from him. It ruins their comforts, p rQ 
longs their grievances, brings them into ftraits, and retards their 
deliverances, Ifa. lix. i 3 2. 



11. % Now therefore go to, fpeak to the men of 
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, ftyjno- 
Thus faith the LORD, Behold, 1 frame evil againft 
you, and devife a device againfl: you : return ye now 



every 



your ways 



one from his evil way, and make 
and your doings good. 12. And they faid, There is 
no hope, buc we will walk after our own devices 
and we will every one do the imagination of his evil 
heart. 13. Therefore thus faith the LORD, Aft 
ye now among the heathen, who hath heard fuch 
things : the virgin of Ifrael hath done a very horrible j 
thing. 14. Will a man leave the fnow of Lebanon, 
which cometh from the rock of the field ? or fhall the 
cold flowing waters that come from another place, be 
forfaken ? 15. Becaufe my people hath forgotten me, 
they have burnt incenfe to vanity, and they have 
caufed them to (tumble in their ways from the ancient 
paths to walk in paths, in a way not caft up; 
16. To make their land defolate, and a perpetual 
hiffing : every one that pafleth thereby fhall be afto« 
nifhed, and wag his head. 17. I .will fcatter them as 
with an eaft-wind before the enemy : I will (hew them 
the back and not the face in the day of their ca- 
lamity. 

Thefe verfes feem to be the application of the general truths laid 
down in the foregoing part of the chapter, to the nation of the 
Jews, and their prefent ftate. 

1. God was now fpeaking concerning thenr, to pluck up^ %\i 
to pull dozun, and to deflroy ; for it is that part of the rule cf 
judgment that their cafe agrees with, ver. u. Go and tell them, 
(faith God ) Behold, I frame evil againf you, and devife a ifh 
againfl you. Providence in all its operations is plainly workin; 
towards your ruin. Look upon your carriage towards God, anil 
you cannot but fee that you deferve it ; look upon his dealings 
with you, and you cannot but fee that he defigns it. He frami 
evil, as the potter frames the veffel, fo as to anfwer the end. 

2. He invites them by repentance and reformation, to meet 
him in the way of his judgments, and fo to prevent his further 
proceedings againfl: them, return ye now every one from hit evil 
ways, that fo according to the rule before laid down, God ma/ 
turn from the evil he had purpofed to do unto you, and that pro- 
vidence which feemed to have been framed like a vefTel on tte 
wheel againfl you, fhall prefentfy be thrown into a new ftapej 
and the iflue fhall be in favour of you. Note, The warnings 
of God's word, and the threatnings of his providence, fhould be 
improved by us as ftrong inducements to us to reform our lives \ 
in which it is not enough to turn from our evil ways, but we 
muft make our ways and our doings good, confor?nable to the tit> 

to the law. 

3. He forefees their obftinacy, and. their perverfe refufal to com- 
ply with this invitation, though it tended fo much to their own 
benefit, ver. 12. They faid, There is no hope. If we muft not 
be delivered unlefs we return from our evil ways, we may even 
defpair of ever being delivered, for we are refolved we will wM- 
after our own devices. It is to no purpofe for the prophets to lay 
any more to us, to ufe any more arguments, or prefs the matter 
any further, we will have our way whatever it coft us ; we m ^ 
do every one the imagination of his own evil heart, and will not •*» 
under the reftraint of the divine law. Note, That which runis 
finners, is affecting to live as they lift ; they call it liberty to IM 
at large, whereas for a man to be a flave to his lufts, is the wor 

See how ftrangely fome mens hearts are hardene 
by the deceitfulnefs of fin, that they will not fo much as prom"* 
amendment ; nay, they let the judgments of God at deiianc » 
we will go on with ow own devices > and let God go on With /<■' > 
and we will venture the UTue, 



of flaveries. 



4 



He 



— - * * m 
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Chap. XVIIL 



j E REM I A 




He upbraids theiit With the nionftrous folly of thefr obftina- 
4* , ^gif hating to be Reformed : Surely never "were, people 
^?i an 0 f fuch an abfurdity, never any that pretended to reafon 
Q)& to unreafonably^ ver.^ 13.^ Ask ye among the heathen^ even 

thofe ^ ^ Judah and Jerufalem had, yet even among them, 
atb heard fuch a thing ? The Ninevites* when thus warn- 
rned from their evil ways : Some of the worft of men, when 
h> are told of their faults, efpecially, when they begin to fmart 
f them, will at leaft promife reformation, and fay they will en- 
A rour to mend : But the virgin of Ifrael bids defiance to repen- 
dea% j s re folved to go on frowardly, whatever confeience and 
^vidence fay to the contrary* and thus hath done a horrible 
^1° <r - She fhould have preferved her felf pure and chafte for God, 
»ho had efpoufed her to himfelf, but ftie has alienated her (elf from 




as they had dealt w«th h,m Jap ... z 7 : They have turned their 
back unto me and not their face: . It .s a righteous thing with <S 
to fhew h.mfelf ftrange to thofe in the day of their trouble ™J£ 
fo unreafonablyi ver. 13. Ask ye among the heathen*, even j have fhewed themfelves rude and undutiful tb him in their DrofnT' 
that had not the benefit of divine revelation, no braclesj no rity. This will have its full accomplifhment in that day when 
.mohets, as Judah and Jerufalem had yet even among them, God will fay to thofe, that, though they have been profeffors of 
Mo hath heard fuch a thing ? The Nmev.tes* when thus warn- piety* " yet were workers of iniquity* Depart from me, i know mi- 
ll'" 1 ' . r i.ki*fc- SnmP nf Ac mnrft «f m wi '"h»n I no t^ n ay, / tJSVer blCW yOlf. . 

i2: 5 Then faid they* Com&, and let us devife de- 
vices againft Jeremiah : for the law fhall not perifri 
from the prieft, nor cotinfel from the wife* nor the 
word from the prophet : come, and let us finite hirri 
with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his 
words; 19. Give heed to me* O LORD, and hear- 
ken to the voice of them that contend with me; 20. 
Shall evil be recompenfed for good ? for they have di^l 
ged a pit for my foul: remember that I ftood before 



, - an d refufeth to return to him. Note, It is a horrible things 
ouffh to make one tremble to think of it, that thofe who have 
C ade their condition fad, by finning, fhould make it defperate, 
w refufing to reform. Wilful impenitency is the grofleft felf- 
riiurther, and that is a horrible things which we fhould abhor the 

thought of. 
He fhews their folly in two things : 

fi ) In tne nature of the fin it felf, that they were guilty of : 
They forfook God for idols, which was the moft horrible thing 
that could be, for they perfectly put a cheat upon themfelves, 
r 14, 15- Will a thirfty traveller leave the fnew, that, being 
melted, runs down from the mountains of Lebanon, and, paffing 
over the rock of the fields flows in clear, clean, cryftal ftreams ? 
will he leave thefe, pafs thefe by, and think to mend himfelf with 
fome dirty puddle- water ? Or, Jhall the cold Jlozving waters that 
me r roTn any other place, be forfaken in the heat of fummer ? No ; 
when men are parched with heat and drought, and meet with 
cooling, refrefliing ftreams, they will make ufe of them, and not 
turn their backs upon them. The margin reads it, Will a man, 
that is travelling the road, leave my fields, which are plain and le- 
vel, for a rock, that is rough and hard, or for the fnow of Lebanon, 
which j lying in great drifts, makes the road unpaflable ? Or, 
fhall the running zvaters be forfaken for the Jlra7ige cold waters s 
No- in thefe things men know when they are well* and will 
keep fo ; they will not leave a certainty for an uncertainty ; but 
my people hath forgotten me, ver. 15. hath quitted a fountain of li- 
ving waters, for broken czfterns 5 they have burnt incenfe to idols, 
that are as vain as vanity it felf, that are not what they pretend to 
be, nor can perform what is expe£ted from them : They had not 
the common wit of travellers, but even their leaders caufed them 
i9 err, and they were content to be milled. I. They left the 
ancient paths $ which were appointed by the divine law, which had 
been walked in by all the faints, which was therefore the right way 



to their journey's end, a fafe way, and, being well tracked, was 
both eaiy to hit, and eafy to walk in : But when they were advi- 
fed to keep to the good old way, they pofitively faid they would 
not, Jer. yi. 16. 2; They chofe by-paths ; they walked in a 
way not cajl up \ riot in the highway, the king's highway, in which 
they might travel lafely$ and Which would . certainly lead them to 
their right end 5 but in a dirty way, a rough way, a way in which 
they could not but fumble j fuch was the way of idolatry, fuch is 
the way of all iniquity ; it is a falfe way, it is a way full of ftum-* 
bling blocks, and yet this way they cliofe to walk in, and lead 

others in. . ' 

(2.) In the mifchievous confluences of it. Though the thing 
it felf had been ill, they might have had fome excufe for it, if 
they could have promifed themfelves any good out of it : But the 
direcT: tendency of* it was to ?nake their land deflate, and confe- 
(juentlv themfelves miferable (for fo the. inhabitants muft needs be, 
if their country be laid wafle) rind both thernfelves and their land 
a perpetual biffing i Thofe deferve to be biffed, that have fair warn- 
ing given them, and will not take iti Every one that pajfeth by 
their land fhall make his remarks upon it, and fhall be ajloniftjed, 
and wag his head \ fome admiring, others com mifera ting, others 
triumphing in the defolations of a country that had been the glory 
cf all lands. They fliall wag their heads in derifion, upbraiding 
them with their folly in forfaking Giod arid their duty, and fo pul- 
ling this rhifery upon their own heads. Note, Thofe that revolt 
from God, will juftly be made the fcorri of all about them ; and 
having reproached the Lord, will themfelves be a reproach; 
'fbftr land being made deflate, in purfuance of their deftru<5lion, 
^ is threatned, ver, 17. / will fatter them as with an eafl-wind, 
which is fierce and violent, by it they fhall be hurried to and fro 
before the enemy, and find no way open to efcape : They fhall not 
°nly flee before the enemy, that they may do, and yet make* an or- 
derly retreat, but they fhill be fcattered, fome one way, and fome 
another : And that which cornpleats their mifery is, / will fhew 
tlwn the back and not the face in the day of their calamity u Our 
calamities may be eafily born if God look towards, us* and fmile j 
upon us, when we are under them j if he countenance us* and 
jnew us favour ; but if he turn the back upon us, if he fhew him-> 
{elf difplcafed ; if he be deaf to our prayers, and refufe us his help ; 
jf he forfake us, leave us to our felves, and ftand at a diltance 
jrom us, we are quite undone. If he hide his face, who then can 



thee to. fpeak good for them, 
wrath from them. 



and to tufri away thy 
21. Therefore deliver up their chil^ 
dren to the famine^ and pour out their blood by the. 
force of the fword* and let their wives be bereaved of 
their children, and be widows, and iet their men be put 
to death, let their young men be flftin by the fword in 
battle. 22; Let a cry be heard frdm their houfes* 
When thou fhalt bring a troop fiiddenly upon them, 
for they have digged a pit to take rrie, and hid fnares 
for my feet. 23. Yet, LORD, thou knoweff. all their 
counfel againft me to flay me : forgive not their iniqui- 
tyj neither blot out their fin from thy fight* but let 
them be overthrown before thee * deal thus with them 



hhold him ? 

N 



Job xxxiv. 29. 
LXIII. 



Herein God would deal with thehn 



in the time of thine anger; 

The prophet here, as fometirries before^ brings in his own afr 
fairs, but very much for inftru&ion to us. 

(1.) See here what are the common methods of the perfecutors ; 
We may fee this in Jeremiah's enemies, ver. 18. 

I. They laid their heads together j to confult what they fhould 
do againft him, both to be revenged on him for what he had faid^ 
and to flop his mouth for the future; They faid, Come, and let as 
devife devices againft Jeremiah. The enemies of God's people and 
nllnifters have been often very crafty themfelves, and confederate 
with one another, to do them mifchief : What they cannot a£fc td 
the prejudice of religion feparately, they will try to do in concert 
The wicked plotteth againft the jzift. Caiaphas, and the chief priefts 
and elders, did fo againft our blefled Saviour himfelf. The oppo- 
fition which the gates of hell give to the kingdom of heaven, is 
carried on with a great deal of curfed policy. God had faid, ver. 
II. J devife a device againjl you; and now, as if they refolved to 
be quits with him, and to outwit infinite wifclom it felf, they re- 
fblve to devife devices again/} God's prophet, not only againft his 
perfon, but againft the word he delivered to them, which they 
thought, by their fubtle management, to defeat. O the prodigi- 
ous madnefe of thofe that hope to difannul God's counfel ! 

2. Herein they pretended a mighty zeal for the churchy which 
they fuggefted was in danger, if Jeremiah was tolerated to preach 
as he did. Come, fay they, let us filence and crufh him, for thi 
law fhall not perifh from the prieft ; the law of truth is in their 
mouths-, Mai. ii. 6. and there v/e will feek it - 3 the adminiftratiori 
of ordinances according to the law, is in their hands, and neither 
the one nor the other fhall be wrefted from them. Cou?tfel fhall 
not perifh from the wife ; the adminiftration of publick affairs fhall 
always be lodged with the privy-counfellors, and minifters of ftate, 
to whom it belongs 3 nor fhall the word perifh from the prophets^ 
they mean thofe of their own choofing, that prophefied to them 
fmooth things* and flattered them with vifions of peace. Two 
things they infinuated, i A That Jeremiah could not be himfelf a 
true prophetj but was a pretender, and a ufurper, becaufe he was 
neither commiffioned by the priefts, nor concurred with the other 
prophets, whofe authority therefore will be defpifed^ if he be fuf- 
fered to go on. . If Jeremiah be regarded as an oracle^ farewel the 
reputation of our priefts^ our wile men, and prophets ; but that 
muft be fupportcdj which is reafon enough why he muft be fup- 
prefled. 2. That the matter of his prophecies could not be from * 
God, becaufe it reflected fometimes upon the prophets and priefts 3 
he had charged them with being the ringleaders of all the mifchief^ 
chap. v. 31* and deceiving the people, chap-, xiv; 14. he had 
foretold that their heart fhould periftj, and be aftonijhed, chap, m 94 
that the wife men fhould be difmayed, chap. viii. g, 10. that the 
priefts and prophets fhould be intoxicated j chap. xiii. 13. now this 
galled them more than any thing elfe ; prefuming upon the pro- 
mile of God's pretence with their priefts and prophets* they could 
not believe he would ever leave them : The guides of the church 
muft needs be infallible* and therefore he who foretold their being 
infatuated, muft be condemned as a falfe prophet. Thus, under 

colour of zeal for the church, have its beft friends been run down* 
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3. They agreed to do all they could to blaft his reputation. 
Come, let us finite him with the tongue, put him into ah ill name, 
fatten an ill character upon him, reprefent him to fome as dfefpica- 
ble, and fit to be flighted ; to others, as dangerous," and fit to tye 
•profecuted ; to alJ, as odious, and not fit to be tolerated. Thfe 
was their device^ fortitcr calumniari,. aliquid adhtzrebit, to drels 
him up in ibears skins, otherwife they could not bait him. They, 
who projected this, it is likely, were men of figure, whole tongue 
"was no fmall flander, whofe representations, though never fo falfe, 
would be credited both by princes- and people,, to make him ob- 
noxious to the juftice of the . one, and fury of the , other :- The 
Tcciirge of fuch tongues will give not only fmart laflies, but deep 
Viroiinds ; it is a great mercy therefore to be hid from it, Job v. 21. 
* 4. .To fet others an example, they refolvcd they would not 
themfelves regard any thing he faidj -though it appeared never fo 
weighty, and. never fo well confirmed as a meffage from God. 
Let us not give heed to any of his words, for,, right or wrong, they 
will look upon them to be his words, and not the words of God. 
What good can be done with thofe who hear the word of God, 
witty a refolution not to heed it, or believe it ? Nay, 

That they may effectually filence him, they refolve to be the 
death ^of him, ver. 23. All their counf el again/I ?ne is. to flay me ; 
they hunt for the precious Jife ; and a precious life indeed it was that 
they hunted for. Long was this Jerufalem's wretched character, 
thou that killedji many of the prophets, and would ft have killed 
them all. 

(2.) See here what is the common relief of the perfecuted : This 
We may fee in the courfe that Jeremiah took, when he met with 
this hard ufage : He prefcntly applied himfelf to his God by prayer, 
and fo gave himfelf eafe. 

i. He referred himfelf and his caufe to God's cognizance, ver. 
r<j. They would not regard a word he faid, would not ad.mit his 
complaints, or take any notice of his grievances, but, Lord, (faith 
lie.) do thou give heed to me. It is matter of comfort to faithful mi- 
nifters, that if men will not give heed to their preaching, . yet God 
will give heed to their praying-. He appeals to. God as an impar- 
tial Judge, that will hear both fides, as every judge ought to do : 
Do not only give heed to ?ne, but hearken to the voice of them that 
contend with trie ; hear what they have to fay againft me, and for 
themfelves, and then make it to appear^ that thou flttefl in the 
throne judging right. Hear the voice of my contenders, how unify 
and clamorous they are, how falfe and malicious, all they fay is, 
and let them be judged out of their ozvn mouth ; caufe their own 
tongues to fall upon them. 

2.. He complains of their bafe ingratitude to. him, ver. 20. 
Shall evil be recompenfed for good? and (hall it go unpunifhed? 
Wilt not thou recompenfe me good for that evil ?. 2 Sam. xvi. 12. 
To render good for good is human, evil for evil is brutifh, good 
for evil is chriftian, but evil for good is devilifh : It is fo very ab- 
furd and wicked a thing, that we cannot think but God will a- 
venge it. See how great the evil was they did againft him ; they 
digged a . pit for his foul ; they aimed to take away his life, no lefs 
would fatisfy them, and that, not in a generous way, by an open 
aflault, againft which he might have an opportunity of defending 
himfelf, but in a bafe, cowardly, clandeftine way, they digged pits 
for him, which there was no fence againft, Pfalm cxix. 85. But 
fee how great the good was which he had done for them ; Re?nem- 
her that I flood before thee to fpeak good for them ; he had been an 
intercefibr with God for them, had ufed his intereft in heaven oh 
their behalf* which was the greateft kindnefs they could expect 
from one of his character. Gen. xx. 7. He is a prophet, and he 
Jhall pray for thee. This Mofes often did for Ifrael, and yet they 
quarrelled with him, and fometimes fpake of floning him. He. did 
them this kindnefs when thev were in imminent danger of deftru- 
ction, and moft needed it. They had themfelves provoked God's 
wrath againft them, and it was ready to break in upon them, but 
he Rood in the gap, as Mofes, Pfalm cvi. 23. and turned atvay 
that wrath. Now, 1. This was very bafe in them : .Call a man 
ungrateful, and! you- can calf him no worfe : But it was not ftrange 
that they who had forgotten • their God, did not know their beft 
friends. 2. It was very grievous to him, as the like was to David, 
Pfalm xxxv. 13. and Pfalm cix. 4*. For my love they are my adver- 
faries. And thus difingenuoufly do firiners deal with the great In- 
terceffor, crucifying him afrefh,, and fpeaking againft him on 
earth, while his blood is fpeaking. for them in heaven. See John 
x. 32. But, 3. It was a comfort to the prophet, that, when they 
were fo fpiteful againft him, he. had the ttHimony of his confer- 
ence for him, that he had done his duty to them;; and the fame 
will be our rejoicing in fuch a .day of evil : Therblood-th'nfly hate 
the upright,' but .the* jufl feek .his foul, Prov- xxix. 10. / . . 

- 3. He imprecates the judgments of God upon them, not from a 
3*eVengeful difpofition, but ilia prophetical indignation againft their 
horrid wickedne/s, ver. 21, 22, 23. He prays, 1. That their fa- 
milies might be ftarved for want of bread ; deliver up their children 
to the famine, to the famine in the . country for want of rain, and 
that in the city through the ftraitnefs of - the fiege : Thus let this 
iniquity of the fathers be vifited upon the children. 2. Thar they 
niight be cut off by the fword of war, which, whatever it was in 
fche enemy's hand, would be in God's hand a fword of juftice. 
Pour them out (fo the word is) by the hands of the fword, let their 



blood be fhed as profufely as water, that their wives may be 1 f 
childlefs', and widovjs, their husbands being taken away by de ' 
or, as fome underftand it, by the peflilence. • Let their yoww^ n 
that are the ftrength.of this generation, and the hopes., of the ne^ S 
heflain by the fword in battle. 3. That the terrors and defGlati* ' 
'of war. might feize them fuddenly, and by furprize, that thus th? 
puniflihieht might anfwer their fin, ver. 22. Let a cry be beard 
frdrn their ho'ufes; loud fhrieks, when thou Jhalt bring a, troop of th 
. Chaldeans fuddenly upon them, to feize them, and -all they have \. 
make them prifonersj and their eftates a prey, for thus they would 
have done by Jeremiah; they aimed to ruin him at once, ere h 
. was aware, they have digged a pit for ?ne, as for a wild beaft 5 6tl j 
have hidfnaresfor me, as for fome ravenous, noxious fowl. K T ote 
They that think to enfnare others^ will juftly be. themfelves en' 
fnared in an .evil time. 4; That they might be dealt with a c " 
cording to the defert of this fin, which was without excufe ; p Q *' 
give not their imqnity, neither blot out their fin from thy flighty \ e " 
let them not efcape the juft punifhment of it ; let them lie under 
all the miferies of thofe whofe fins are unpardoned! 5. That God's 
wrath againft them might be their ruin. Let them be overthrown 
before thee. This intimates^ that juftice is in purfuit of them, that 
they endeavour to make- their efcape from it, but in vain • thev 
(hall be made to ftumble in their flight, atid, being . overthrown 
they will certainly be overtaken : And" then, Lord,- in the time of 
thine anger, do to them ; he doth not fay what he would have done 
to them - y but do to them as thou thinkeft fit, as thou ufeft to do 
with thofe whom thou art angry with ; deal thus with them. 

Now this is not written for our imitation y Jeremiah was a pro, 
phet, and, by the impulfe of the fpirit of prophecy in the forefcht 
of the ruin certainly coming upon his perfecutprs, might pray fuch 
prayers as we may not ; and if we think, by his example, to jufiify 
our felves in fuch imprecations, we know tiot what manner of fpirit 
we are of ; our Matter has taught us, by his precept and pattern- 
to blefs them thai curfe us, and pray for them that defpitefully ufcuiy 
yet it is written for our initrudtion, and is of ufe to teach us* 
1. That thofe who have forfeited the benefit of the prayers of God's 
prophets for them, may juftly expedl: to have their prayers againft 
them. 2. That perfecution' is a fin that fills the meafure of a peo- 
ples iniquity very faft, and will bring as fure and fore a deftrudlion 
upon-them as any other. 3. Thofe that will not be won upon by 
the kindnefs of God and his prophets, will certainly at length fed 
the juft refentments of both. 




CHAP. 



'The fa?ne ?nelancholy theme is the fubjecJ of this chapter ' 9 that was af 
thofe foregoing, the approaching ruin of Judah and ferufakm fir 
their flns \ this Jeremiah had often foretold ; here he has particu- 
lar full orders to do it again. 1. He mifl fet their flns in oritr 
before them, as he had often done, efpecially their idolatry ver. 
4, 5. 2: He mufl defer i be the particular judgments which um 
now coming apace upon them for thefe flns, ver. 6,~o. 3. He 
7nufl do this in the valley of Tophet, with great folemnity, and fir 
fo7ne particular reafons, ver. 2, 3. 4. He mufl fummon a com* 
,pany of the elders together I to be witnejfes of this, ver. I. 5. Hi 
?nrfl confirm this, and endeavozir to dfied his hearers with it> 
a fign, which was the breaking of a7i earthen bottle, fgnifyhg 
that they fhould be dafijed to pieces like a -potter's vejfelf ver. 
ic, — 13. 6. When he had done this in the valley of Topbet 9 k 
ratified it in the court of the tc?nple, ver. 14, 15. Thus were d 
likely means tried to avjaken this flupid, fenfiefs people to repi* 
tance, that their ruin might be prevented, hut all in vain. 



HUS. faith the LORD, Go and get a pot- 
ters earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of 

2\ And 
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the people, and of the ancients of the^riefts, 
go forth unto the valley of the fon of Hinnom, wlucn 
is by the entry of the eaft-gate, and proclaim there the 
words that I fhall tell thee : 3. And fay, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, . and inhabi- 
tants of Jerufalem, Thus faith the LORD of hofts, 
the God of Ifrael, Behold, I will bring evil upon this 
place, the which whofoever heareth, . his ears fhall tin- 
gle. 4. ' Becaufe they have forfaken me,, t and have e- 
ftranged this place, and have burnt incenfe in it unto 
other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers h* ve 
known, nor the kings of Judah, and ' have . filled this 
place with the: blood of innocents , 5. They have built 
alfo the high places of Baal, to burn their fons with fire 
for burn t-off brings unto Baal, which I commande 
nor fpake it, neither cazne it. into my mind ; 
Therefore behold, the days come, faith' the 

LORD 

that this place fhall no more be called : Tophet, 
the valley ofjthe fon of Hinnom, but the valley « 
flaughter. 7/ And I will make void the counfel of J u * 

dah and Jerufalem in this place, and I v/ill caufe them 
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to fall by the fword before their enemies, arid by the 



hands of .them that feek their lives : and their carcafes ; 
will I g^e to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and 
for the beafts of the earth: 8*. And I will make this 
city defolate, and an hilling : every one that pafieth 
thereby fhall be aftonifhed and hifs, becaufe of all t tie 
plagues thereof. 9. And 1 will caufe them to eat the 
jlelh of their fons, arid the flefh of their daughters, and 
they ihall eat every . one the flefh of his friend in the 
g e<re and ftraitnefs, wherewith their enemiesi 'and they 
that feek their lives, lhall ftraiten them; 



— — * * 



church with which they = had rbeeh dignified ; ' *fe fiavc efiranged 
this place ; Jerufalem^ the holy city, the. temple, the holy ho.ufe; 




The corruption of man having made it neceflary. that precept 
fhould be upon precept, and line upon line, fo unapt are we- to .re- 
ceive, and fo-very apt to- let flip the things of God, the grace of 
God has provided that there fhall be accordingly 'precept upon pre- 
cept cind line upon line, that thofe v/ho are irreclaimable, may be 
jnexcufable. For this reafon, the prophet here is fent with a mef- 
'fage to the fame purpofe with what he had . often delivered, but ■ 
with fome circumftances that might make it the more taken notice ; 
of, a thing which minifters fhould ftudy, for a little circurn fiance i 
may fometimes, be a great advantage, and they that would win | 
fouls muft be wife. ■ 

1. He muft take of the elders and chief men both in church and 
jfate, to be his auditors and witnefTes to what he faid ; the ancients 
of the people, and the ancients of the priejls, th'e moft eminent men 
both in the magiftracy, and in the miniftry, that they might be 
faithful witnejfes to record, as thofe, Ifa. viii. 2. It is ftrange that 
thefe great men would be at the beck of a poor prophet, and obey 
his fummons to attend him out of the city, they knew not whither, 
and they knew not why. But though the generality of the el- 
ders were difaffe£r.ed to him, yet, it is likely, there were (bme few 
among them who looked upon him as a prophet of the Lord, 
and would , pay this refpeel: to the heavenly vifion. Note, Perfons 
of rank and figure have an opportunity of honouring God, by, a 
diligent attendance on the miniftry of the word, and other divine 
inftitutions ; and they ought to . think it an honour, and no difpa- 
ragement to themfelves, yea, 'though the 



ib polluted both with their 'wickednefs, that" God had difowned 
both, and abandoned them to ruin. He chargeth them with an 
afFeaion for, and the adoration of falfe gods,. Ihch as neither, they . 
nor their fathers have known, fuch as never . had. recommended 
-themfelves to their belief and efteem, by any .acts of power or good- 
nefs done for, them or their anceftors, as that God had abundantly 
done whom they forfook, yet they took them at a venture, for 
their gods : Nay, being fond of change and novelty, they liked 
them the better for their being upftarts ; and new fafnions in reli- 
gion were as grateful to their fancies as in other .things : They alfo 
ftahd charged with murther, wilful murther, from' malice pre- 
penfe they have filled this place with the blood of innocents. It 
•was ManaiTeh/s fin, 2 Kings xxiv. 4. tuhich the Lord would not 
pardon. Nay, as if idolatry and murther committed feparately 
were not had enough, and affront enough to Gcd and man, they 
have put them together, have confolidated .them into one- com pli- 
cated crime, that of burning their children in the fire to: Baal, ver. 
5. which was the moft infolent defiance. to all the laws both of na- 

and 
than 

ever they loved the true God, though they wereTuch cruel task- 
mafters, that they required human iacrifices, inhuman I fhould call 
them, which the Lord Jehovah, whofe all lives' and fouls are, 
never demanded from his worfhinpers, never fpake of fuch a thing, 
nor ca?ne it into his mind. See chap. vii. 31. . 

5. He muft endeavour to afreet them with the greatnefs of the 
defolation that was coming upon them : He muft tell them, as he 
had done - before, chap. vii. 32. that this valley of the fon of Hin- 
nom fhall acquire a new name, the valley of fiaugbter, ver. 6. for, 
ver. 7. multitudes fhall fall there by the fword, when either they 
fally out upon the befiegers, and are repulfed ; or attempt to make 
their efcape, : and are feized : They fhall fall .before their enemies, 
who not only endeavour to make themfelves mafters.of their houfes 
•and eftates, but- have fuch an implacable enmitv to them, that they 



rural and revealed religion, that ever mankind was guilty of; 
•by it they openly declared, they loved . their new gods better 



circumftances be- mean \ f ee k their lives, they thirft after their blood, and when they arc 
and defpicable : It is certain, the greateft of men -is lefs than the dead, will not allow a cartel for the burying of the flain, but their 
leaft of the ordinances of God. 



2. He muft go to the valley cf the fon of Hinnom, and deliver' 
this mefiage there for the word of the Lord is not bound to any 
.one place ; as good a fermon niay be preached in the valley of TT°- 
phet, as in the gate of the temple: Chrift preached on a mountain, 
and out of a fhip. This valley Jay partly on the fouth fide of Jeru- 
salem, but the prophet's way to it was by the entry of the cafl-gate, 
Ver. 2. the fun -gate, fb fome render it, and fuppofe it to look not 
towards the fun-rifing, but the noon fun : Tlpe potter's gate, ib 
fome. This fermon muft be preached in that place, in the valley ] 
of the fon of Uinnb/n, 1. Becaufe there they had heen guilty of the- 
Vileft of their idolatries^, the facrificing of their children to Moloch, 
a horrid piece of impiety, which the fight of the place might ferve 
to mind them of, and upbraid them with. 2. Becaufe there they 
fliould feel the foreft of their calamities ; there the greateft {laugh- 
ter fhould, be made among them ; and it being the common fink 
of the city, let them look upon it, and fee what a mi'fefrable fpecia-. 
cle this magnificent city fhould be, when it fhould be all like the- 
.valley of .Tophet. God bids him go thither, and proclaim there 
the words that I Jloall tell thee, .when thou comeft thither ; where- 
by it appears (as Mr. Gataker well obferves) . that God's mefiages 
many times were not revealed to the prophets before the very in- 
. font of time wherein they were to deliver them. 

3. He muft give general , notice of a general ruin now fhortly, 
coming upon -Judah and Jerufalem, ver. 3. -He muft, as thole 
that make proclamation, begin with an, O yes, Hear ye the word 
of the Lord,\ though it be a terrible word, for you may thank your 1 
felves if it be fo. Both rulers and ruled muft attend .to it at their 
peril; the. kings of Judah, i.e. the king and his fpns, the king 
and his princes, and privy-counfellors, they muft hear the word of 
the King of kings, for as high, as they are, he is above them : 
The inhabitants of Jerufalem alfo muft hear what God hath to 
'% to them : Both princes and people have contributed to the na- 
tional guilt, and muft concur in the national repentance, or they I j bre'al 
will both fhare in the national ruin. Let them all know that 



10. And billy, the whole city fhall be deflate, 
afhes, the inhabitants fiain, or taken prisoners ; 



carcafes fhall be meat for, the fowls of the heaven, and beajl's of the 
earth. What a difmal place will the valley of Tophet be thenj 
And as for thofe that remain within the city, and will not capitu- 
late with the : befiegers, they fhall perifh for want of food, when 
.firft they have eaten the fief}) of their, fons and daughters, and dear- 
eft friends, through the Jlraitnefs whereiviih their enemies Jhall 
Jlraiten them, ver. 9. This was threatned in the law,, as sui-in- 

• ftance of the extremity to which the judgments of God fliould re- 
duce them, Lev. xxvi. 29. JDeui. xxviii. 23. and was accom- 
plifhed, Lam. iv. 10. 
the houfes laid in 

- there fhall be no refort to it, nor any tiling in it, but what looks 
rueful and horrid 3 fo that every one that paffeth by Jhall be ajlonifh- 
ed, ver. .8. as he had faid before, chap, xviii. 16. That place 
which holineis had made the joy of the whole earth, fin had made 
the reproach and fhame of the whole earth. 

6. He muft allure them,' that all their attempts to prevent. and 
avoid this ruin, fo long as they continued impenitent and; unre- 

• formed, would be fruitlefs and vain, ver. 7 . I will make void, the 
counfel of Judah and Jerufalem, i. e. of the princes and fenators 
of Judah and Jerufalem in this place, in the royal. palace, which 
lay on the fbuth-fide of the city, not far from the place where the 
-prophet now flood. Note, There is no fleeing from God's ju- 
ftice, but by -fleeing to his mercy. They that will nut make good 

• God's counfel, by humbling themfelves under his mighty hand, 
*• God will make void their counfel, and blaft their projects, which 

they think never fb well concerted for their . own prefer vation. 
There is no counfel or ftrength againjl the Lord. 



10. Then fhalt thou break the bottle in the fight of 
-the men that go with thee, 11. And lhak fay unto 
them, Thus faith the LORD of hofls. Even fo will 



the Lord .of hqfts, who is therefore able to do what he threatens, 
•though he is the God of Jfrael, nay, becaufe he is fo, .will therefore 
; punifh them in the firft place for their iniquities, Jmos m. 2. he 

wrfl bring evil upon this place, i. e. upon Judah and J erufale?n, 

a * ur P r ^ n gi and fo dreadful, that whofo ever ■ hears it, his cars. 
' mil tingle ; hears 



this people and this 

be 



as one breaketh a 



city 

made whole asrain, 



arid 



potters veflel that cannot _ 
they fhall bury them in Tophet, till there he no place 
to bury. 12. Thus will I do unto this place,- faith the 
LORD,, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make 



v „ the prediction o£ it, hears the report and repre- 

tentation of it ; it fnall make fuch an impreffion of terror upon 
jum, that he fhall ftill think he hears it founding in his 'ears, and 
«tnall .not.be able to get it out of his mind. The ruin , of Eli's 

noufe is thus defcribed, 1 Sam. Hi. XI. and of Jerufalem, 2 Kings 
m. 12. J y ■ 



this city as Tophet. 13. And the houfef 

Judah 



Jerufa 



filed as the place of Tophet, becaufe of all the houfes 
upon whofe roofs they have burnt incenfe unto all the 
hoft of heaven, and have poured out drink-offerings 



unto other gods. 



14 



Jeremiah 



Got 



He muft plainly tell- them -what their fins were for which 
had this cbntroverfy with them, ver. 4, 5. Apoftafy from 
°^ they. have forfaken me j- abufc of the privileges of the viiible 



phet, whither the LORD had fent "him to prophefy, 
and he. flood in the court of the LORD'S houfe, and 
laid- to jill. the people, 15. Thus faith the LORD. of 

holts 



Chap. XIX. 




E 
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Chap. XX 




hofts the God of Ifrael, Beholdj I will brhig lipoft this 
city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pro- 



nounced againft if, becaufe they have ^ hardned their * "W. 1 ^^ 



chamber of Jhaz, 2 Kings xxiii. X2. This fin upon the h 
tops brought a curfe into the houfb; which confumed it an^ ? i 

s «***u nude 



necks, that they might not hear my words* 

* • • 

The meflage of wrath delivered in the foregoing verfes is here 
enforced, that it might gain credit, two ways. 

I. By a vifible fign. The prophet was to take along with him 
an earthen bottle, ver. I. and when he had delivered his meflage, 
he was to break, the bottle to pieces, ver. ,10. and the fame that 
Were auditors of the fermon,. muft be fpe&ators of the fign. He 
had compared this people, in the chapter before, to the potter's 
-clay, which is eafzly marred in the making ; but fome might fay, 
It is paft that with us, we have been made and hardened long fince: 
-And what though you be r faith he, the potter's vefTel is as foon 
: broke in the hand of any man, as the veflel^ while it is foft clay, 
js marred in the potter's hand, and its cafe in this refpect much 
worfe ; that the vefTel, while it is foft clay, though it be marred, 
may be moulded again, but after it is hardened, when it is broke, 
it can never be pieced again. Perhaps, what they fee, will afFeft 
them more, than what they only hear talk of ; that is the inten- 
tion of facramental figns, and teaching by fymbols was anciently 
■ ufed- In the explication of this fign, he muft inculcate what he 
had before faid, with a further reference to the place where this 
was done, in the valley of Tophet. 

(i.) As the bottle was eafily, irrefiftibly, and irrecoverably 
broke, fo fnall Judah and Jerufahvn be broke by the Chaldean 
army, ver. II. They depended much upon the firmnefe of their 
confJtution, and fixednet of their courage, which they thought 
hardened them like a vefTel of brafs \ but the prophet fhews, all 
that did but harden them like a veflel of earth, which, though 
hard, is brittle, and fooner broke, than that which is not fo hard. 
• Though they were made veflels of honour, ftill they were veflels 
of earth, and fo they fhall be made to know, if they difhonour 
God and themfelves, and ferve not the purpofes for which they 
were made. It is God himfelf, who made them, that refolves to 
unmake them ; / will break this people, and this city, dafli them 
' in pieces like a potter's veffel ; the doom of the heathen, Pfalm ii. 
•9. Rev. ii. 27. but now Jerufalem's doom, Ifa. xxx. 14. A pot- j 
ier's veffel) when once broke, cannot be made whole again, cannot 
be cared, fo the word is : The ruin of Jerufalem fhall be an utter 
ruin - y no hand can repair it, but his that broke it j and if they 
return to him, though he has torn, he will heal. 

(2.) This was done in Tophet to fignify two things, 
I, That Tophet fhould be the receptacle of the flain : They Jhall 
bury in Tophet, for want of room to bury e/fezuhere \ fo fome read 
it ; and if they had had conveniences any where elfe, they would 
not have buried there, where all the filth of the city was carried. 
Or, as we read it, They Jhall bury in Tophet, till there be no place 
to bury any more there \ they fhall juftle for room to lay their 
,dead 5 and a very little room will then ferve thofe, who, while 
: they lived, laid 'houfe to houfe, and field to field. They that would 
be placed alone in the midjl of the earth, while they were above 
ground, and obliged all about them to keep their diftance, muft lie 
with the multitude, when they are under ground, for there are 
innumerable before them. 

2-. That Tophet fhould be a refemblance of the whole city, 

ver. 12. 1 will ?nakc this city as Tophet. As they had filled the 
valley of Tophet v/ith the fiain, which they facrificed to their idols, 
fd God will fill the whole city with the flain, that fhall fall as fa- 
crificcs to the juftice of God. We read, 2 Kings xxiii. 19. of 

* Jo/iab's defiling Tophet, becaufe it had been abufed to idolatry ; 
which he did, as fhould feem 5 ver. 14. by filling it with the bones 
of men 5 and, whatever it was before, from thenceforward it was 

. locked upon as a deteftable place : Dead carcafes and other filth of 
1 the city was carried thither, and a fire continually kept .there, for 
..the burning of it. This was the pofture of that valley, when Je- 
remiah was fent thither to prophefy ; and fo execrable a place was 
it looked upon to be, that, in the language of our Saviour's time, 
hell was called, in allufion to it, Gehenna, the valley of Hinnom., 
Now, foith God, fince that blefled reformation, when Tophet was 
defiled, did not proceed as it ought to have done, nor prove a tho- 
rough reformation, but though the idols in Tophet were abolifhed, 
and made odious, thofe in Jerufalem remained, therefore will I do 
with the city as Jofiah did by Tophet, fill it with the bodies of 
men, and make it an heap of rubbifh : Even the houfes of "Jeru- 
falem, and thofe of the kings of "Judah, the royal palaces not ex- 
cepted, Jhall be defiled as the place of Tophet, ver. 13. and for the 

■ fame rcafon, becaufe of the idolatries that have been committed 

■ th.*re \ fince they will not defile them by a reformation, God will 

• deale them by a deflrudtion, becaufe upon the roofs of their houfes 
they have burnt incenfe unto the ho/l of heaven. The flat roofs of 
their houfes were femctimes ufed by devout people as convenient 
places for prayer, Acts x. 9. and by idolaters they were ufed as 
high places, on which they facrificed to ftrange gods, efpecially to I prophefied lies. 
the ho/l of heaven, the far., moon, and ftars, that there they might 
be fa much nearer to them, and have a clearer and fuller view 
of 



in the court of the Lord's houfe, veh 14, 15. The prophet retur 
ed from Tophet to the temple, which flood upon the hill over th* 
valley, and there confirmed, and, probably, repeated, what he hA 
faid in the valley if Topbet, for the benefit of thofe who had 
heard it : What he had faid, he would ftand to. Here, as 0 ft°' 
before^ he both aflbres them of judgments coming upon them* 1 
and affigns the caufe of them j which was their fin. Both thj 
are here put together in a little corfipaft, with a reference to J\ 
that had gone before, r. The accomplifhment of the propheci 
is here the judgment threatned. . The people flattered themfelves 
with a conceit, that God would be better than his word* the 
threatning was but to frighten themj and keep them in awe a lit- 
tle ; but the prophet tells them, they deceive themfelves? if the" 
think fo ; for thus faith the Lord of hofiSy that is able to xnake 
words good, I will bring upon this city, and upon all her towns, all 
the lefier cities that belong to Jerufalem the metropolis, all the evil 
that I have pronounced again/l it. Note, Whatever men nj a * 
think to the contrary, the executions of providence will fully an- 
fwer the predictions of the word ; and God will appear as terrible 
againft fin and finners, as the fcripture makes him ; nor fhall thfc 
unbelief of men make cither his promife or his threatning of none 
efFe&, or of lefs effc& than it was thought to be of. 2. The con- 
tempt of the prophecies is here the fin charged upon them, as th& 
procuring caufe of this judgment. It is becaufe they have hardnA 
their necks, and would not bow and bend them to the yoke of 
, God's commands, would not hear my woi'ds, i. e. would not heed 
them, and yield obedience to them. Note, The obftinacy of fin. 
ners in their finful ways, is altogether long of themfelves ; if their 
necks are hardned, it is their own aft and deed, they have hard- 
ned them ; if they are deaf to the word of God, it is becaufe they 
have flopped their own ear. We have need therefore to pray, 



from hardnefs of 




and contempt of his word arid commandments. 



CHAP. 



\ich plain dealing as Jeremiah ufed in the foregoing chapter^ m 
might eafily forejee, if. it did not convince and humble men y it 
would provoke and exajperate them, and fo it did ; for hen w 
find, 1. Jeremiah perjecuted by Pajhur, for preaching that fa* 
mon, ver. i, 2. 2. Pajhur threatned for fo doing, and the wr I 
which Jeremiah had preached confirmed, ver. 3,-6* 3, Je- 
remiah complaining to God concerning it, and the other in/lances of 
hard meafure that he had fince he began to be a prophet, and m 
grievous temptations he had Jlritggled with, ver. 7,-10. encoura- 
ging himfelf in God, lodging his appeal with him, not doubting hut 
that he Jhall yet praife him, by which it appears he had much 
grace, ver. II, « — 13. arid yet peevifi)ly curfing the day of bis 
birth, ver. 14, — 18. by which it appears he had fad remainder! 
of corruption in him too, and was a man fubjeel to like pajftom as 
we are. 

NOW Pafhur the fon of Immer the prieft, who 
was alfo chief governour in the houfe of the 



LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophefied thefe things. 
2 ; Then Pafhur fmote Jeremiah the prophet, and put 
him in the flocks that were in the high gate of Ben- 
jamin, which was by the houfe of the LORD. 3. 
And it came to pafs on the morrow, that Pafhur 

Jeremiah out of the ftocks. Then faid 
Jeremiah unto him, The LORD hath not called thy 
name Pafhur, but Magor-mifTabib. 4. For thus faith 
the LORD, Behold I will make thee a terror to thy 
felf, and to all thy friends, and they fhall fall by the 
fword of their enemies, and thine eyes fhall behold //, 
and I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he fhall carry them captive into Babylon, 
and fhall flay them with the fword. 5. Moreover, 1 
will deliver all the ftrength of this city, and all the 

thereof, 

D „ Judah will I give 

into the hand of their enemies, which fhall lpoil 
them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon 



labours thereof, and all the precious things 



* - — * — — — j — - — -* ^ ^ — j 

6. And thou Pafhur, and all that dwell in thine houlei 
fhall go into captivity, and thou flialt come to Baby- 

and there thou fhalt die, and fhalt be buried 
there, thou and all thy friends, to whom thou bs& I 



Ion, 



We read of thofe that worfioipped the ho/l of heaven up- 
boufe-tops, Zceh. i. 5, and of altars on the top of the tipper 



Here is, 1. Pafhur's unjuft difpleafure againft Jeremiah, and 5 
the fruits of that difpleafure, ver. 1, 2. This Pafhur was a 
prieft, and therefore one would think fhould have protected 



1 
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• h who was of his own . order, a prieft too ; and the more, 
rCrn ufe' he was a prophet of the Lord, whofe interefts the priefts, 
^* CaU inifters, ought to co.nfult : but this prieft was a perfecutor 

whom he fhould have patronized. . He was the fin of 
°7 - 'i. e. he was of the fix teen th courfe of the. priefts, of which 
T mer when thefe courfes were firft fettled by David, was father, 

Chron xxiv. 14. . as Zechariah was of the order of Abiah, 
\11ke i S» Thus this Pafhur is diftinguifh'ed from another of the 
f me name, mentioned chap. xxi. 4. that was of the fifth courfe. 
'This Pafhur was chief governour in the temple 5 perhaps he was 

nly Co pro tempore, the courfe he was head of being now in wait- 
\ or? he was fufFragan to the high-prieft ';, or, perhaps, captain 
oV^the temple, or of the guards about it, jfels iv. 1. This was 
•L-emiah's great enemy. The greateft malignity to God's pro- 

hecs was found among thofe that profefied fan&ity, and con- 
cern for God and the church. 

We cannot fuppofe that Pafhur was any of thofe ancients of the 
oriefts that went with Jeremiah to the valley of Tophet, to hear 
Jiim prophefy, unlefs it were with a malicious defign to take ad- 
vantage againft him : but when he came into the courts of the 
Lord's houfe, it is probable, he was himfelf a witnefs of what he 
faid; and fo it may be read, ver. 1, He heard Jeremiah prophefy- 
fag thefe things. As we read it, the information Was brought him 
bv others, whofe examinations he took ; he heard that Jeremiah 
prophefied thefe things, and could not bear it ; efpecially that he 
jhould dare to preach in the courts of the Lord's houfe, where he 
was chief governour ; without his leave. When power in the 
church is abufed, it is the moft dangerous power of all other againft 
it. Beins; incenfed at Jeremiah, (1.) He fmotc him, ftruck him with 
his hand, or ftaff* of authority : Perhaps it was a blow intended 
onlv to difgrace him, like that which the high -prieft ordered to 
be given Paul, Acfs xxiii. 2. lie ftruck him on the mouth and bid 
him hold his prating. Or, perhaps he gave him many blows; 
intended to hurt him ; he beat him foundly as a malefactor. It is 
charged upon the husbandmen, Matt. xxi. 35. that they beat the 
fervants. The method of proceeding here was illegal ; the high- 
prieft and the reft of the priefts ought . to have been confulted, 
Jeremiah's credentials examined, and the matter enquired into^ 
whether he had an authority to fay what he faid. But thefe 
rules of juftice are fet afide and defpifed as meer formalities ; right 
br wrong Jeremiah muft be run down. The enemies of piety 
would never fuffer themfelves to be bound by the laws of equity. 
(2.) Re put him in the flocks. Some make it only a place of con- 
finement \ he imprifoned him. It rather feems to be an inftru- 
jnent of clofer reftraint than fo, and intended to put him both to 
pain and fhame. Some think it was a pillory for his neck and 
arms ; others (as we) a pair of ftocks for his legs : whatever en- 
gine it was, he continued in it all night, and in a publick place 
too, in the high gate of Benjamin, which was in or by the houfe of 
the Lord ; probably, a gate through which they pafTed between .the 
city and the temple. Pafliur intended thus to chaftife him, that 
he might deter him from prophefy ing ; 

contempt and render him odious, that he might not be regarded if 
he did prophefy. Thus have the beft men met with the worft 
treatment from this ungracious, ungrateful world ; and the greateft 
bldlings of their age have been counted as the off-fcouring of all 
things. Would it not raife a pious indignation, to fee fuch a man 
as Pafhur upon the bench, and fuch a man as Jeremiah in the 
ftocks ! It is well there is another life after this, when perfbns and 
things will appear with another face. 

2. God's juft difpleafure againft Pafliur, and the tokens of thr 
On the morrotv Pafhur gave Jeremiah his difcharge, brought him 
cut of the Jlocks, ver. 3. it is likely he continued him there, in 
little eafe, as long as was ufual to continue any in that punifhment. 
And now Jeremiah has a meflage from God to him. We do not 
find that when he put him into the ftocks, he gave him any 
check for what he did, but quietly and filently fubmitted to the 
abufe ; when he fetjfered, he threatned not 5 but when he brought 
him out of the ftocks, then God put a word into the prophet's 
mouth j which would awaken his confeience, if he had any. 
For when the prophet of the Lord was bound, the word of the Lord 
was ?iot m What can we think Pafliur aimed at in uniting and 
abufing Jeremiah ? whatever it is, we fhall fee by* what God faith 
to him, he is di {appointed. 

1. Did he aim to eftablifh himfelf arid make himfelf cafv, bv 
iuencing one that told him of his faults, and would be likely to 
kfien his reputation with the people? he fhall not gain this point ; 
for, (1.) Though the prophet fhould be filent, his own "confeience 
fhall fly in his face and make him always uneafy. To confirm this, 
he fhall have a name given him, Mago r-m i fTabib, terror round 
about, or, fear on every fide 5 God himfelf fhall give him this 
name, whofe calling him fo, will make him fo. ■ It feems to be a 
proverbial exprefiion, befpeaking a man not only in diftrefe< but 
ln defpair ; not only in danger on every fide, that a man may be, 
anj yet by faith may be in no terror, as David, Pfal. iii. 6. and 
xxvu, 2. but in fear on every fide ; and that a man may be 



and thus to expofe him to 



imagination fhall create thee a conftant uneafinefs. Note God 
can make the moft daring finner a terror to himfelf 5 and will find 
out a way to frighten thofe that frighten his people from dS 
their duty; And thofe that will not hear of their faults front 
God's prophets, that are reprovers in the gate, (hall be made to 
hear of them from confeience, which is a reprover in their owit 
bofotns, that will hot be daurited or filenced. And mtferable 
the man that is thus made a terror to himfelf ! Yet tliis is not all - 
fome. are very much a terror to themfelves, but they conceal it* 
and feem to others to be pleafant ; but I will make thee a terror to 
all thy friends y thou fhalt, upon all occafions, exprefs thy felf 
with fo much horror and . amazement, that all thy friends fhall 
be afraid of converfing with thee, and fhall choofe to ftand aloof 
from thy torment. Perfons in deep melancholy arid diftra6tion 
are a terror to themfelves and all about them ; which is a good 
reafon why we fliould be very thankful, fo long as God continues 
to us the ufe of our reafon, and the peace of our confeience^. 
(2.) His friends, whom he put a confidence in, and perhaps ftudied 
to oblige, in what he did againft Jeremiah, fhall all fail him. 
God doth not prefently ftrike him dead for what he did againft 
Jeremiah, but lets him live miferably, like Cain in the land of 
Jhaking ; in fuch a continual confirmation, as that wherever he 
goes, he fhall be a continual monument of divine juftice ; and 
when it is asked, What makes this man in fuch a continual terror ? 
it fhall be anfwered. It is God's hand upon him for putting Jere- 
miah in the ftocks. His friends, that fliould encourage him* fhall 
all be cut oft*- they fhall fall hy the fword of the enc?ny, and his 
eyes Jhall behold it ; which dreadful fight fhall encreafe his terror. 
(3.) He fhall find in the iftue, his terror is not cauflefs, but that 
divine vengeance is waiting for him, ver. 6. he and his family fhail 
go into captivity, even to Babylon - y he fhall neither die before the 
evil comes, as Jofiah, nor live to furvive it, as fome did, but he: 
fhall die a captive; and fhall, in efFecT:, be buried in his chains, he 
and all his friends: Thus far is the doom of Pafhur. Let perfe- 
cutors read it and tremble ; tremble to repentance, before they be 
made to tremble to their ruin. 



2. Did he aim to keep the people eafy, to prevent the dcftru£tt- 
on that Jeremiah prophefied of, and by finking his reputation, to 
make his words fal! to the ground ? It is probable he did ; for it 
appears by ver. 6. he did himfelf fet up for a prophet, and told the 



people they fhould have peace \ he prophefied lies to then), and be- 
caufe Jeremiah's prophefy contradicted his, and tended to awaken 



he fet himfelf againft him. 



en get nothing by 
for the word will have its 



thofe whom he endeavoured to rock afleep in their fins, therefore 

But could he gain his point r No, 
Jeremiah ftands to what he hath faid againft Judah and jerufalem ; 
and God by his mouth repeats it. 7 
thofe who reprove and warn them, 
courfe ; fo it had here, 

(1.) The country fhall be ruined, ver. 4. I will give all Judah 
into the hand of the king of Babylon. It had long been God's own 
land, but he will now transfer his title to it to Nebuchadnezzar, 
he fhall be m after of the country, and difpofc of the inhabitants j 
fome to the fword, And fome to captivity, as he plcafeth, but none 
fhall efcape him. 

(2.) The city fhall be ruined too, ver. 5. The king of Baby- 
lon fhall fpoil that, and carry all that is valuable in it to Babylon. 
I. He fhall feize their magazines and military ftores, here called! 
the Jlrength of this city, and turn thofe againft them. Thefe they 
milled to as their ftrength ; but what ftcad could they ftand him in, 
when they had thrown themfelves out of God's protection, and 
he who was indeed their ftrength was departed from them. 2. He 
fhall carry off* all their flock in trade, their wares and merchan- 
dizes, here called their labours, becaufc it was what they laboured 
about, and got by their labour. 3. He fhall plunder their fine 
houfesj and take away their rich furniture, here called their pr'e- 
cious things, becaufe they valued them, and fet their hearts upon 
them fo much. Happy they who have fecured to themfelves pre- 
cious things in God's precious promifes, which are out of the 
reach of foldiers. 4. He fhall rifle the exchequer, and take away 
the jewels of the croWn, and all the treafures of the kings of Ju- 
dah. This was that inftance of the calamity, which was nrft of 
all threatned to Hezekiah long ago^ as his punifhment for fhewing 
his treafures to the king of Babylon's embafladors, Ifa. xxxix. 6. 
The treafury they thought was their defence* but that betrayed 
them, and became an eafy prey to the enemy. 

7. 5 O LORD, thou haft deceived me, arid I was 
deceived : thou art ftronger than I, and haft prevailed 2 
I am in derifion daily, everyone mocketh me. 8. For 
fince I fpake, I cried our, I cried violence and fpoil % 
becaufe the: word of the LORD was made a reproach 
unto me* and a derifion daily; 9. Then I faid* I wall 
not make mention of him* nor fpeak any more in his 
name; But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire 
fhut Up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, 



wjjja there appears no danger 3 The wicked fee when no man pur- and j CQuld n(jt n. ld- 5 p or j heard the defaming 
I'-us, are in great fear where 710 fear is. This lhall be Pafhur's I r c 1 „ r . t>™^-». r~*. *7~~*. ,t,« 



Juts, are in great fear where ?io ft 

cafe, ver. 4. Behold, I will make thee a terror to thy felf, i. e. 

thou {halt be fubje£l to continual frights^ and thy own fancy and 

N°. 6 



of many, fear on every fide : Report, fay they* and w 
will report it : all my familiars watched for my halting. 

22 P faying^ 
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prevail againft him, and we fhall take our revenge on 
him. ii. But the LORD is with me as a mighty ter- 
rible one : therefore my perfecutors fhall ftumble, and 
they fhall not prevail, they fhall be greatly afhamed ; 
for they fhall not profper, their everlafting confufion 
fliall never be forgotten. 12. But, O LORD of hofts 
that trieft the righteous, and feeft the reins and the 
heart, let me fee thy vengeance on them * for unto 
thee have I opened my caufe. 13. Sing unto the 
LORD, praife ye the LORD : for he hath delivered 
the foul of the poor from the hand of evil doers. 

Pafhur's doom was to be a terror to hhnfelf ; Jeremiah, even 
how, in this hour of temptation, is far from being fo ; and yet, it 
cannot be denied, but that he is here, through the infirmity of the 
flefh, at a mighty tofs within himfelf ; good men arc but men at 
the beft ; God is not extreme to mark what they fay and do amifs, 
and therefore we muft not be fo, but make the beft of it. In 
thefe verfes it appears, that, upon occafion of the great indignity 
and injury that Pafhur did to Jeremiah, there was a ftruggle in his 
breaft between his graces and his corruptions. His difcourfe with 
himfelf and with his God upon this occafion was fomewhat per- 
plexed ; let us try to methodize it. 

1. Here is a fad rep re fen tat ion of the wrong that was done him, 
ariS, the affronts that were put upon him ; and this reprefentation, 
no cioVibt, was according to truth, and deferves no blame, but was 
■very juiftly and very fitly made to him thatfent him, and, no doubt, 
would tfcar him out. He complains, (1.) That he was ridiculed 
and laughed at ; they made a jeft of every thing he faid and did ; 
and this cannot but be a grievance to an ingenuous mind, w. 7,8. 
/ am in derifiow, 'f am mocked ; they played upon him, and made 
themfelves and one another merry with him, as if he had been a 
fool, good for nothing but to make fport. Thus he was continual- 
ly j / zuas in derijion daily ; thus he was univerially, Every one mocks 
?ne ; the greateft fo far forget their own gravity, and the meaneft 
ib far forget mine. Thus our Lord Jefus on the crofs was reviled, 
both by briefts and 'people* and the revilings of each had their 
peculiar aggravation. And what was it that thus expofed him to 
contempt and fcorn ? It was nothing but his faithful and zealous 
difcharge of his office* ver. 8. they could find nothing for which 
to deride him, but his preaching \ it was the word of the Lord that 
was made a reproach : that for which they fhould have honoured 
and refpe£ted him, that he was intrufted to deliver the word of the 
Lord to them, was the very thing for which they reproached and 
reviled him. He never preached a fermon, but though he kept 
as clofe as poffible to his inftru&ion'Sj they found Something or 
other in it for which to banter, and abufc him. Note, It is fad to 
think, that though divine revelation be one of the greateft bleflings 
and honours that ever was beftowed upon the world, yet it has 
been turned very much to the reproach of the moil zealous preach- 
ers and believers of it. Two things they derided him for, I* The 
manner of his preaching ; Since he /pake, he cried out* He had 
always been a lively affectionate preacher, and fince he began to 
fpeak in God's name, he always fpake as a man in earneft ; he 
cried aloud, and did not fparc, neither fpared himfelf^ nor fpared 
them to whom he preached ; and this was enough for them to laugh 
at, who hated to be ferious. It is common for thofe that are unaf- 
fected with, and difaffedted to, the things of God themfelves, to 
ridicule thofe that are much afFeclcd with them. Lively preachers 
are the fcorn of carelefs unbelieving hearers. 2. The matter of 
his preaching ; he cried violence and fpoiL He reproved them for 
the violence and fpoil which they were guilty of towards one ano- 
ther ; and he prophefied of the violence and fpoil which fhould 
be brought upon them, as the punifhment of that fin 5 for the 
former they ridiculed them as over-precife, for the latter as over- 
credulous, in both he was provoking to them, and therefore they 
refuJveJ to run him down. This was bad enough, yet he com- 
plains further, (2.) That he was plotted againft and his ruin con- 
trived ; he was not only ridiculed as a weak man, but reproached' 
and mifrep re fen ted as an ill man, and dangerous to the goverment. 
This he laments as his grievance, ver. 10. being laughed at, 
though it touches a man in a point of honour, yet it is a thing 
that may be eafily laughed at again ; for as it has been well ob- 
ferved, it is no fhame to be laughed at, but to deferve to be fo. 
But there were thofe that afted a more fpitcful part, and with more 
fubtilty, 1. They fpoke ill of him behind his back, when he had 
no opportunity of clearing himfelf \ and were induftrious to fpread 
falfe reports concerning him ; / heard, at fecond hand, the defam- 
ing of many, fear on every fide, of many Magor-miffabibs fo fome 
read it ; of many fuch men as Pafhur was, and who may there- 
fore expert his doom. Or, This was the matter of their defama- 
tion, they reprefented Jeremiah as a man that inftilled fears and 
jealoufies on every fide, into the minds of the people 5 and fo made 
them uneafy under the government, and difpoled them to a rebelli- 
on. Or, He perceived them fo malicious againft him, that he 
could not but be afraid on every Jide, wherever he was he had 
reafon to fear informers ; fo that they made him almoft a Magor- 



and We fhall | mtjfabib. Thefe words are found in the original^ verbatim^ 



fame, Pfal. xxxi. 13. / have heard the JlamUr^ or defa?nim\ 
many, fear on every fide ; Jeremiah in .his Complaint choofetlf m 
make ufe of the fame words that David had made ufe of before him 
that it might be a comfort to him to think* that other good me' 
had fufFered the like abufes before him, and to teach us to rnakeuf e 
of David's pfalms with application to ourfelves^ as there is occafion 
Whatever we have to fay, we may from thence take with us words 
See how Jeremiah's enemies contrived the matter j Report^ fay // ' 
and we will report it. They refolve to caft an odium upon him 
and this is the method they take ; let fome very ill thing be faid of 
him, which may render him obnoxious to the government; and 
though it be never fo falfe we will fecond it, and fpread it, and add 
to it ; for the reproaches of good men lofe nothing by the carriage 
Do you that frame a ftory plaufibly, or you that can pretend to 
fome acquaintance with him, report it once, and we will all re: 
port it from you, in all companies that we come into. Do y 0u 
fay it, and we will fwear it 5 do you fet it a going, and we -win 
follow it. And thus both are equally guilty, they that raife, and 
they that propagate the falfe report : "The receiver is as bad as the 
thief. 2. They flattered him to his face, that they might get 
fomething from him on which to ground an accufation, as the 
fpies that came to Chrift, feigning themfelves to be juft men, Luh 
xx. 20. and xi. 53, 54. His familiars, that he converfed freely 
with, and put a confidence in, watched for his halting, obferved 
what he faid, which they could, by any ftrained innueyulo put an i]] 
conftrudtion upon, and carried it to his enemies. His cafe was 
very fad, when thofe betrayed him whom he took to be his friends. 
They faid among themfelves, if we fpeak him fair, and infmuate 
ourfelves into his acquaintance, peradventure he will be enticed to 
own that he is in confederacy with the enemy, and a penfionerto 
the king of Babylon, or we fhall wheedle him to fpeak fomc trea- 
fonable words, and then zve Jhall prevail agahijl him, and take our 
revenge on him, for telling us of our faults, and threatning us with 
the judgments of God. Note, Neither the innocence of the dove, 
no, nor the prudence of the ferpent to help it, can fecure men from 
unjuft cenfure and falfe accufation. 

2. Here is an account of the temptation he was in under this 
afHi&ion ; his feet zuere almoft gone, as the pfalmift's, Pfal. lxxiiu. 
And this is that which is moft to be dreaded in affliction, being 
driven by it to fin, Neh. vi. 13. 

(1.) He was tempted to quarrel with God for making him a 
prophet. This he begins with, ver. 7. O Lord, thou hafi deceived 
me, and 1 zvas deceived. This, as we read it, founds very harlh; 
God's fervants have been always ready to own that he is a faithful 
Mafter, and never cheated them, and therefore this is the language 
of Jeremiah's folly and corruption. If when God called him to be 
a prophet, and told him he would fet him over the kingdoms, 
chap. i. 10. and ?nakehim a defenced city, he flattered himfelf with an 
expectation of having univerfal refpecl: paid him as a meflenger from 
heaven, and living fafe and cafv, and afterwards it proved otherwife, 
he muft not fay God had deceived him, but he had deceived hhn- 
felf', for he knew how the prophets before him had been perfe- 
cted, and had no reafon to expe£f. better treatment. Nay, God 
j had exprcfly toid them, that all the princes, priejls, and people cf 
the land would fight againjl them, chap. i. 19. which he had forgot, 
elfe he would not have laid the blame on God thus. Chrift thus 
told his difciples, what oppofition they fhould meet with, that they 
might not he offended, John xvi. I, 2. But the words may very 
well be read thus, 'Thou haft perfwaded ?ne, and I was perfwaded, 
it is the fame v/ord that was ufed Gen. ix. 27. margin, God fall 
perfwade faphet. And Prov. xxv. 15. By ?nuch forbearance is a 
prince perfwaded. And Hof ii. 14. I will allure her. And this 
agrees beft with what follows, thou zuaft Jlronger than I, didft ovcr- 
pcrfwade me with argument ; nay, didft over-power me by die 
influence of thy Spirit upon me, and thou haft prevailed. Jere- 
miah was Very backward to undertake the prophetical ofiice, he 
pleaded that he was under age, and unfit for the fervice ; but God 
over-ruled his pica?, and told him he tmtji go, chap. i. 6, 7. Now, 
Lord, faith he, fince thou haft put this office upon me, why doft 
thou not ftand by me in it ? Had I thruft myfclf upon it, I might 
juftly have been in derifion, but why am I fb, when thou didft 
thruft me into it ? It was Jeremiah's infirmity t 



ity to complain thus of 



God, as putting a hardfhip upon him in calling him to be a pro- 
phet, which he would not have done, had he confidered thelafting 
honour thereby done him, fufficient to balance the prefent con- 
tempt he was' under. Note, As long as we fee ourfelves in the 
way of God and duty, it is weaknefs and folly, when we meet 
with difficulties and difcouragcments in it, to wifh we had never 
fet out in it. 

(2.) He was tempted to quit his work and give it over, partly 
becaufe he himfelf met with fo much hardfhip in it ; and partly, 
becaufe thofe to whom he was fent, inftead of being edified and 
made better, were exafperated and made worfe, ver. 9. Thai I 
faid, fince by prophefying in the name of the Lord I gain nothing 
to him or myfelf, but difhonour and difgrace, I tuill not make men- 
tion of hint, as my author for any thing I fay, nor fpeak any more 
in his name; fince my enemies do all they can to filenceme, I win 
even filence myfclf, and fpeak no more, fince I had as good fpeak 
to the ftones as to thenu Note, It is a ftrong temptation to poor 
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. .n - to rcfolve they will preach no more, when they fee their 
XCm K nl flighted and wholly ineffbftual. v But let people dread 



preac i ^eiTminiftere into this temptation. Let not their "labour be 
putting ug , j e ft. we provoke them to fay they will take no more 
in - Val w ith usj and provoke God to fay, they fhall take no more. Yet 
? ^"ot niinifters hearken to this temptation, but go on in their duty, 
f" ithftanding their difcouragements, for, this is the more thank- 
^° rthv • anc * though Jfrael be not gathered, yet they jhall be glo?'ious. 
W Here is an account of his faithful adherence to his work, 
onlchearful dependence on his God notwkhftanding. 

(x ) He found the grace or Qjod mighty m him to keep him 
his bufincfti notwithstanding the. temptation he was in to throw 
. • J Jaid 9 in my hafte^ / wilt /peak no more in his na??ie, 
1 hat I have in my heart to deliver I will ftifle and fupprefs : but 
I Coon found it was in mne heart as a- burning fire Jhut up in my 
Mies which glowed inwardly and muft have vent, it was impof- 
ftble to fmother it; I was like a man in a burning fever, uneafy, 
and in a continual tofs, while / kept filence fmfft good my heart was 
hot 'Within ine, it was pain and grief to and I muft fpeak that 

I may be rcfre/Jjed, Pfal. xxxix. i, 3 



a&ed by it ; arid thus will a 



Job xxxii. 20. TVhile I kept 
X fiknce my bones waxed old, Pfal. xxxii. 3. t See the power of the 
jpirit of prophecy in thofe that were a£te 
holy zeal for God even eat men up., and make,, them forget them- 
selves : / believed therefore have I fpoken. , Jeremiah was foon 
weary witli forbearing to preach, and could not contain himfelf ; 



teflion he is under, and the divine promife he has to depend ud- 
on, that in a tranfport of joy, he ftirs up hinuW and ? Q 
give God the glory of it : Sing unto the Lord, praife ye the Lord 
Here appears a great change with him fmce he began this difcourfe * 
the clouds are blown over, his complaints all filenced and turned 
into thankfgivings. He has now an entire confidence in that God 
whom, <uer. 7. he was diftrufting \ ftirs up himfelf to praife that 
Name, which • ver. 9. he was refolving no more to make mention 
of, It was the lively exercife of faith that made this happy change-, 
that turned his fighs into forigsi and his tremblings into triumphs,. 
It is proper to exprefs our hope in God by. pur praifing him, and 
our praifing God by our finging to him.. That which is the mat- 
ter of the praife is* He hath delivered the foul of the poor from the 
hand of the evil doers ; he means efpecially himfelf, his own poor 
foul: He hath delivered me formerly when I was in diftrefs, and 
how of late out of the hand of Palhur, and he will continue to de- 
liver mc, 2 Cor. i. 10. He will deliver my foul frorn the fin that 
I am in danger of falling into; when I am thus perfecuted, 

have 

.., .hat are 

faithful in well-doing, need not fear thofe that are fpitcful in evil- 
doing, for they have a God to truft to, who has well-doers under 
the hand of ills protections and evil-doers under the hand of his 
reftraint: 



hath delivered me frorn the hand of evil doers, fo that they 
not gained their point, nor had their will. Note, Thofe ths 



nothing puts faithful miniftcrs to pain fo much as being filenced, ^ 5 Cuf . fed hc fa day wherein I was born : let 
nor to terror, fo much as filencmg thcmfelves Their convichons not the d whe rein my mother bare me be blefled 



will foon triumph over temptations of that kind ; for wo is unto me 
if I preach not the go/pel, whatever it coft me, i Cor: ix. 16. And 
it is really a mercy to have the Word of God thus mighty in us to 
over-power our corruptions. 

(2.) He was affured of God's pretence with him, which would 
be fufficient to baffle all the attempts of his enemies againft him, 
wr. Hi They fay, we Jhall prevail againjl him, the day will un- 
doubtedly be our own : but I am fure they JJjall ?iot prevail, they 
fiall not pr6fpp\ I can fafely fet them .all at defiance, for the Lord 
is with me, is on my fide, to take my part againft them,i?<W7. viii: 
31. to protect me from all their malicious defigns upon me ; He is 
with me to fupport me, and bear me up under the burthen which 
now preheth me down : He is with me to make the Word I preach 
anfwer the end he defigns, though not the end I defire : He is with 
nie as a mighty terrible one, to ftrike a terror upon them, and fo 
to overcome them; Note, Even that in God which is terrible, is 
really comfortable to his fervants that truft in him, for it fhall be 
turned againft thofe that feek to terrify his people. God's being a 
mighty God^ fpcaks him a terrible God to all thofe that take up 
arms againft him, or any that, like Jeremiah, was commiilioned 
by him; How terrible will the wrath of God be to thofe that 
think to daunt all about them, and will thcmfclves be daunted by 
nothing; The moft formidable enemies that adT: againft us appear 
defpicablej when we fee the Lord for us as a mighty terrible one, 
Neh. iv. 14. Jeremiah fpeaks now with a good aflu ranee, if the 
Lord be with me, nly persecutors Jhall Jlumble, Co that when they 
purfue me they fhall not overtake me, Pfal. xxvii. 2. and then 
they ftjall be greatly ajhamcd oi their impotent malice, and fruitlcfs 
attempts. Nay, their everldjiing confujion and infamy Jhall never 
be forgotten-, they fhall not forget it themfelves, but it fhall be 
to them a conftant and lafting vexation whenever they think of 
it ; others fhall riot forget it, but it fhall leave upon them an inde- 
lible reproach, 

(3.) He appeals to God againft them as. a righteous Judge j and 
prays judgment upon his caufe^ ver. 12. He looks upon God as the 
God that trie's the righteous, takes cognizance of them, and of every 
caufe that they are interefted in : He doth not judge in favour of 
them with partiality^ but tries them, and finding they have right 
on their fide$ and their perfecutors wrong them, and are injurious 
to them$ hc gives feilterice for them, 
tries the unrighteous too, and he is very well qualified to do both; 
For he fees the reins and the heart, he certainly knows mens 
thoughts and affections, their aims and intentions, and therefore 
can pafs an uiierriiig judgment on their words and actions. Now 
this is the God 5 (1.) To whom the prophet here refers himfelf, 
and in whofe court he lodgeth his appeal : Unto thee have I opened 
my caufe. Not but that God perfectly knew his caufe, and all the 
merits of it without his opening 5 but the caufe we commit to 
God we muft fpread before him, he knows it, but he will know 
it from us ; and allows us to be particular in the opening of it, 
not to affect him, but to affeft ourlelves; Note, It will be an 
cafe to our fpirits, when we are opprefled rind burthened to open 
our caufe to Godj and pour out our complaints before him. 
(2.) By whom he expeAs to be rig] 1 ted : Let nie fee thy venge- 
ance on them \ fuch vengeance as thou thinkeft fit to take for their 
conviction and my vindication ; the vengeance thou ufeft to' take 
on perfecutors. Note, Whatever injuries are done us* we muft 
not ftudy to avenge our/elves, but muft leave it to that God 

to do it to whom vengeance belongs? and who hath faid, I will 
repay. 

(4-) He greatly rejoiceth arid f>raifeth God in a full confidence 
that God v/ou Id appear for his deliverance, ver. 13. fb full is he 
of the comfort of God's pretence with him, and the divine pro- 



He that tries the righteous 



not the day, wherein my mother bare me be bleffecL 
15: Curled be the man who brought tidings to my fa- 
ther^ faying, A man-child is born unto thee, making 
him very glad. 16; And let that man be as the cities 
which the LORD overthrew, and repented not : and 
Jet him hear the cry in the morning, and the ihouting; 
at noon-tide : 17. Becaufe he flew mc not from the 
womb j or that my mother might have been my grave, 
and her womb to he always grest with Mc* 18. Where- 
fore came I. forth out of the womb to fee labour and 
forrow, that my days fliould be confumed with fhame ? 

. What is the meaning of this ? . Doth there proceed out of the 
fame ?nouth. blcjfing and curfing ? Could he that faid fo chearfully, 
ver. 13. Sing unto the Lord, praife the Lord, fay fo pafiionately, 
ver. 14. Curfed be the day wherein 1 was born? How fhall wc 
reconcile thefe ? . What we have in thefe verfes I fuppofe the pro- 
phet records to his own fhame, as he had recorded that in the fore- 
going verfes to God's glory; . It feems to be a relation of the tofs 
he had been in while he was in the flocks, out of which, by faith 
and hope, he had recovered himfelf, rather than a new temptation 
which he afterwards fell into, and it fliould come in like that of 
David, Pfal. xxxi. 22. / faid in my hajle, I am cut of. Which 
is alfo implied, Pfal: Ixxvii. 7. When grace has got the victory 
it is good - to remember the ftruggles of corruption, that we may 
be afhamed of our/elves and our own folly, may admire the good- 
neCs of God in not taking us at our word, and mwy be warned 
by it to' double our guard upon our fpirits another time. See here 
liow ftrong the temptation was which the prophet, by divine af~ 
Ji fiance j got the victory over, and how far he yielded co it, that 
we may riot defpair, if we through the weaknefi of the flefh be at 
any time thus tempted. Let us lee here, 

I. What the prophets language was in this temptation. 
(1.) He fad nod a brand of infamy upon his birth-day, as Job 
did iii a heat, chap* ill, f. Cnrfed be the day wherein I was born, 
It was an ill day to me$ ver. 14. becaufe it was the beginning of 
>ws, and an in-let to all this milery, It is a wifh that he had 
never been born, Judas in hell had reafon to wifh fo, Matt. xxvL 
24. but no man on earth has reafon to wifh fo, becaufe hc knows 
not but he may yet become a yefle! of mercy, much left has any 
good man reafon to wifh fo. Whereas fome keep their birth-day 
in the return of the year with gladnefs, he will look upon his birth- 
day as a melancholy day, and will fblemnize it with forrow^ ancl 
will have it looked upon as an ominous day. 

(2.) He wifhed ill to the meflenger that brought his father the 
news of his birth, ver. 15. It made his father Very glad to hea 
that he had a child born (perhaps it was his firft-born) efpecially 
that it was a man-child, for then being of the family of the priefts, 
he might iive to have the honour of ferving God's altarj and yet 
he is ready to cui fe the man that brought him the tidings, \vhen 9 
perhaps, the father to whom they were brought gave him a gratu- 
ity for it. Here Mr. Gataker well obferves, " That parents arc 
" often much rejoiced at the birth of their children, when if they 
« did forefee what mifery they are born to, they would rather 
" lament over them, than rejoice in them." He is very free and 
very fierce in tbe curies he pronounces upon the meflenger of his 
birth, ver. i6. Let him be as the cities of Sodom and Gemrorah, 
which the Lord utterly overthrew, and repented not, i.e. did not in 
the leaft mitigate or alleviate their mifery : Let him hear the cry 
of the invading befieging enemy in the morning, as foon as he is 



forrows. 



ftirririg; then let him take the alarm, and by noon let him hear 
their jhouting for vidtory* Aiid thus let him live in conftant terror, 

(3.) Hc 
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(3.) He is angry that the fate of the Hebrews children in Egypt 
was not his, that he was not flam from the womb, that his iirft 
"breath was not made his laft, and that he was not ftrangled as 
Toon as he came into the world, ver. 17. He wifheth the mefthn- 
ger of his birth had been better employed, and had been his mur- 
therer: nay, that his mother of whom he was bom, had been, to 
her great mifery, always with child of hhn\ and fb the womb in 
which he was conceived would have ferved, without more ado, as a 
grave for him to be buried in: And Job intimates a near alliance 
and refemblance between the womb and the grave, Job i. 21. 
Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked foall I return 
thither. 

(4.) He thinks his prefent calamities fufficient to juftify thefe paf- 
fionate wifhes, ver. 18. TVherefore came I forth out of the womb, 
where I lay hid, was not feen, was not not hated, where I lay fafe, 
and knew no evil, to lee all this labour and forrow, nay, to have 
my days confumed with fliame, to be continually vexed and abufed ; 
not only to have my life fpent in trouble, but wafted and worn 
av/ay by trouble? 

2. What ufe we make of this. It is not recorded for our imita- 
tion, and yet we may learn good leflbns from it. 

1. See the vanity of human life, and the vexatiori of fpirit that 
attends it. If there were not another life after this, we fhould be 
tempted many a time to wifli we had never known this, for our few 
days here are full of trouble. 

2. See the folly and abfurdity of finful paffion, how unreafonably 
it talks when it is fufFered to ramble. What nonfenfc is it to curfe 
a dav? to curfe a meilen2;er for the fake of his meflage? What a 
brutifh, barbarous thing for a child to wifh his own mother had 
never been delivered of him? See /fa. xlv. 10. We can eafily fee 
the folly of it in others, and fhould take warning from thence to 
fupprefs all fuch intemperate heats and paftions in our (elves, to ftifle 
them at firft, and not fuffer thefe evil fpirits to /peak. When the 
heart is hot, let the tongue be bridled, Pfal. xxxix. 1, 2. 

3. See the weaknefs even of good men, who are but men at the 
beft: See how much thole who think they ftand are concerned to 
take heed left they fall, and to pray daily, Father in heaven. Lead 
its not into temptation* 




CHAP. XXI. 

It is plain the prophecies of this book are not placed here in the fame 
order that they were preached ; for there are chapters after this 
which c oncer yi f ehoaha%, fchojakim, and feconiah, who all reigned 
before Zedekiah, in whofe reign the prophecy of this chapter bears 
date. Here is, (1.) "The meffage which Zcdekiah fent to the pro- 
phet^ to deftre him to enquire of the Lord for them, ver. I, 2. 
(1.) T'he atifwer which fcremiah, in God's name, fent to that 
meffage; in which he (if) For et els the certain and inevitable ruin 
of the city, and the fruitlefpiefs of their attempts for its preferva- 
tion, ver. 3. — 7. (2..) He advifeth the people to make the befl of 
bad, by going over to the king of Babylon, ver. 8. — 10. (3.) He 
advifeth the king and his family to repent and reform, ver. it, 12. 

-and not to truji to the Jlrengih of their city, and grow fecure, ver. 

t. 1 l ^ HE word which came unto Jeremiah from the 
« LORD, when king Zedekiah fent unto him 



3?afhur the fon of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the fon of 
Maafeiah the prieft, faying, 2. Enquire, I pray thee, 
of the LORD for us, (for Nebuchadrezzar king of Ba- 
bylon maketh war againfl us) if fo be that the LORD 
will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, 
that he may go up from us. 3. 5 Then laid Jeremiah 
unto them, Thus fhall ye fay to Zedekiah, 4. Thus faith 
the LORD God of Ifrael, Behold, I will turn back the 
weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye 
fight againft the king of Babylon, and againft the Chal- 
deans which befiege you without the walls, and I will 
affemble them into the midft of this city. 5. And I my 
felf will fight againfl you with an outftretched hand, and 
with a ftrong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in 
great wrath. 6. And I will fmite the inhabitants of 
this city, both man and beaft : they fnall die of a great 
peftilence. 7. And afterwards, faith the LORD, I 
will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his fervants, 
and the people, and fitch as are left in this city from the 
peftilence, from the fword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into 
the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of thole 
that feek their life, and he fhall finite them with the edge 
of the fword : he fhall not fpare them, neither liave pity, 
nor have mercy. 

Here is, 1. A very humble decent meffage which king Zedekiah 
fent to Jeremiah the prophet when he was in diftrefs. It is indeed 



charged upon this Zedekiah, that: he humbled not him/elf before J e 
remiab the prophet, fpeaking from the mouth of the Lord > % Chron" 
xxxvi. I2„ he did not always humble himfelf as he did fometimes'. 
never humbled himfelf till.neccffity fore'd him to it; he humbled 
himfelf fo far as to defire the prophet's affiftance, but not fo fa r 
to take his advice, or be ruled by him; Obferve, 

1. The diftre/s which king Zedekiah was now in : Nebuchad 
rezzar made war upon him, not only invaded the land, but beficeed 
the city, and now actually inverted it. Note, Thofe that put the 
evil day far from them, will be the more terrified when it comes 
upon them: and they who before flighted God's minifters, m zv 
then perhaps be glad to court an acquaintance with them. ' 

2. The mefTengers he fent, Pafhur and. Zephaniah, one of the 
5th courfe of the pricfts, the other of the 24th, 1 Chron> xxiv 
9, 18. It was well that he fent, that he fent perfonsof rank; but 
it had been better if he had defired a perfonal conference with the 
prophet, which, no doubt, he might eafily have had, if he would 
fb far have humbled himfelf Perhaps thefe priefts were no better 
than the reft-, and yet when they were commanded by the kino- 
they mutt carry a refpeclful me/Tage to the prophet, which was 
.both a mortification to them, and an honour to Jeremiah. He had 
rafhly faid, chap. xx. 7///. My days are co?tfu?ned with Jbame, and 
yet here we find that he lived to fee better days than thofe were 
when he made that complaint; now he appears in reputation 
Note, It is folly to fay when things are bad with us, they will al- 
ways be fo. It is poflible that thofe that are defpifed may come to 
be refpedted ; and it is promifed, that thofe w T ho honour God He 
zvill honour ', and thofe who have ajflicled his people Jhall bow to them 
Ifai. Ix. 14. 

3. The meflage itfelf, Enquire? I pray thee, of the Lord for m 
ver. 2. Now the Chaldean army was got into their borders 3 into 
their bowels, they were at length convinced that Jeremiah was a 
true prophet, though loath to own it, and brought too late to it, 
Under this conviction they defire him to ftand their friend with 
God, believing him to have that intereft in heaven which none of 
their other prophets had that had flattered them with hopes of peace. 
They now employ Jeremiah, (1.) To confult the mind of Gcd 
for them, Enqznre of the Lord for us; ask him what courfe we 
fhall take in our prefent ftrait, for the meafures we have hitherto 
taken are all broke. Note, Thofe that will not take the direction 
of God's grace, how to get clear of their fins, would yet be glad of 
the directions of his providence, how to get clear of their troubles. 
(2.) To feek the favour of God for them : So fome read it, intreet 
the* Lord for us; be an intercefibr for us with God. Note, Thofe 
that flight the prayers of God's people and minifters when they are 
in profperity, may perhaps be glad of an intereft in them when 
they come to be in diftrefs : Give us of your oil. The benefit they 
promife themfelves is, // may be the Lord zvill deal with us now ac- 
cording to the vjondrous zuorks he wrought for our fathers, that the 
enemy may raife the fiege, and go up from us. Obferve (1.) All 
their care is to get rid of their trouble ; not to make their peace 
with God, and be reconciled to him, that our enemy may^a up 
from us; not that our God may return to us. Thus Pharaoh, 
Exod. x. 17. Intrcat the Lord that he may take away this deaik 
(2.) Ail their hope is, that God had done zvond?-ous works formerly 
in the deliverance of Jerufalem when Sennacherib hefieg'd it, at the 
prayer of Ifaiah: So we arc told 2 Chron. xxxii. 20, 21. and who 
can teil but he may deftroy thefc befiegers (as he did thofe) at the 
prayer of Jeremiah ? But they did not coniider how different the 
character of Zedekiah and his people was from that of Hezekiah 
and his people; Thofe were days of general reformation and piety, 
thefe of general corruption and apoftafy. Jerufalem is now the re- 
verfe of what it was then. Note, It is folly to think that God 
fhould do for us while we hold faft our iniquity, as he did for thofe 
that held faft their integrity. 

2. A very ftartling cutting reply, which God, by the prophet, 
fent to that meflage. . If Jeremiah had been to have anfwered the 
meflage of himfelf, we have reafon to think he would have re- 
turned a comfortable anfwer, in hopes their fending fuch a melTage 
was an indication of fome good purpofes in them, which he would 
be glad to make the beft of, for lie did not defire the woful day. 
But God knows their hearts better than Jeremiah doth, and fends 
them an anfwer which hath fcarce one word of comfort in it. He 
fends it them in the name of the Lord God of Ifrael, ver. 3. to in- 
timate to them, that though God allowed himfelf to be called die 
God of Ifrael, and had done great things for Ifrael formerly, and 
had ftill great things in ftore for Ifrael, purfuant to his covenants 
with them, yet this fhould ftand the prefent generation in no fread, 
who were Ifraelites in name only, and not in deed, no more than 
God's dealings with them fhould cut off his relation to Ifrael as 
their God. It is here foretold, 

1. That God will render all their endeavours for their own fe- 
curity fruitlefs and ineffectual, ver. 4. Twill be fo far from teach- 
ing your hands to war, and putting an edge upon your fwords, that 
I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hand, when 
you fally out upon the beliegers to beat them of, fo that they fhall 
not give the ftroke you defign ; nay, they fhall recoil into your 
own faces, and be turned upon yourfelves. Nothing can make for 
thofe who have God againft them, 

a. That 
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fters 
fcrtihle 
Note, 



That the befiegers fliall in a little time make themfelves ma- 
2 *of Terufalem, and. of all its wealth and ftrength. I will af- 
u° thtm in the ?nidjl of this city, that are now furrounding it. 

made a centre of wickednefs, it is not ftrahge if God make it a 
tTndezvous of deftroyers. ... 

That God himfelf will be their enemyj and then I know riot 
ho can befriend them * no, not Jeremiah himfelf, ver. 5. I will 

h 1 fo f ar fr° m P rote( ^ n S y ou ? as I ^ ave done formerly in a like 
f e that / myfdf will fight againft you: . Note, Thofe who rebel 
C ^ inft God, may juftly expe£t that he will make war upon them. 
And that (1.) With the power of a God, who is irrefiftibly vi£to- 

♦ us / will fight again-ft you with an out-Ji retched hand, which 
"ai reach far, and with a Jlrong ar?n, which will ftrike home, and 
W >ound deep. (2.) With the difpleafure of a God, which is indi- 
f utably righteous. It is not a correction in love, but an execution 

n anger and in fury, and in great wrath: it is upon a fentence 
Lorn in wrath, againft which there will lie no exception : and it 
will foon be found what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God. 

4. That thofe who for their own fafety decline fallying out upon 
the befiegers, and fo avoid their fword, yet fliall not efcape the fword 
of God's juftice, ver. 6. / will finite thofe that abide in the city (fo 
it may be read) both man and beafil ; both the beafts that are for 
food and thofe that are for fervice in war, foot and horfe, they 
kail die of a great peftilence, which fhall rage within the walls, 
while the enemies are encamped about them. Though Jerufalem's 
<rates and walls may for a time keep out the Chaldeans, they cannot 
feep out God's judgments. His arrows of peftilence can reach 
thofe that think themfelves fafe from other arrows. 

5. That the king himfelf, and all the people that efcape the 
hvord, famine and peftilence, fhall fall into the hands of the Chalde- 
ans, who fhall cut them oft' in cold blood, ver. 7. They Jhall not 
[pare them, nor have pity on them. Let them not expect to find 
mercy with men that have forfeited God's companions, and {hut 
themfelves out from his mercy. Thus was the decree gone forth, 
and then to what purpofe was it for Jeremiah to enquire of the Lord 

for them? 

r *■ - - 

8. j And unto this people thou fhalt fay, Thus faith 
the LORD, Behold, I fet before you the way of life, 
and the way of death. 9. He that abideth in this city 
fhall die by the fword, and by the famine, and by the 
peftilence: but he that goeth out:, and falleth to the 
Chaldeans that befiege you, he fhall live^ and his life 
fhall be unto him for a prey. 10. For I have fet my 
face againft this city, for evil, and not for good, faith 
the LORD, it fhall be given into the hand of the king 




of Babylon, and he fhall burn it with fire, it. 5 And 
touching the houfe of the king of Judah, fay, Hear ye 
the word of the LORD, 12. O houfe of David, thus 
faith the LORD, Execute judgment in the morning, 
and deliver him that is Ipoiied, out of the hand of the 
oppreffor, left my fury go out like fire, and burn that 
none can quench it, beeaufe of the evil of your doings. 
13. Behold, I am againft thee, O inhabitant of the val- 
ley, and rock of the plain, faith the LORD ; which 
lay, Who fhall come down againft us ? or who fliall 
enter into our habitations? 14* But I will punifh you 
according to the fruit of your doings, faith the LORD : 
and I will kindle a fire in the foreft thereof, and it fhall 
devour ail things round about it* 

By the civil meflage which the king fent to Jeremiah it appeared 
that both he and the people began to have a refpect for him, which 
it had been Jeremiah's policy to make fome advantage of for him- 
felf; but the reply which God oblige th him to make is enough to 
crufli that little refpe£i thev begin to haye for him, and to exafperate 
them againft him more than ever. Not only the predictions in the 
foregoing verfes were provoking, but the prefcriptions in thefe ver- 
fe: For here, 

1. He advifeth the people to furrender, and defcrt to the Chal- 
<fcms, as the only means left them to lave their lives, ver. 8, 9, 10. 
This counfel was very difpleafing to thofe who were flattered by 
their falfc prophets into a defperate refolution to hold out to the laft 
extremity, trufting to the ftrength of their walls, and courage of 
tneir foldiery, to keep out the enemy, or to their foreign aids to 
ratfe the fiege. The prophet afTures them the city JJiall be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he fhall not only plunder 
it, but burn it with fire, for God himfelf hath Jet bis face againfl 
tin's city for evil, and not for good, to lay it wafte, and not to pro- 
tect it ; fir evil which fhall have no good mixed with it, no miti- 
gation or merciful allay : and therefore, if you would make the 
beft of bad, you muft beg quarter of the Chaldeans, and furrender 
pnfoners of war. In vain did Rablhakeh perfuade the Jews to do 
this while they had God for them, Ifia. xxxvi. 16, but it was the 

beft courfe they could take now God was againft them. Both the 



law and the prophets had often fet before them life and death In a- 
nother fenfe: Life if they obey the voice of God; death if they 
perfift in difobedience, Beat. xxx. rg; But they had fli»ht»d that 
life which would have made them truly happy, to upbraid them, 
with which the prophet here ufeth the fame expreffion, ver. 8. Be- 
hold, I fiet before you the way of life, and the way of death, which 
fpeaks not as that, a fair propofal, but a melancholy dilemma, ad- 
vifing them of two evils to choofe the leaft ; and that lefler evil, a 
fliameful and wretched captivity is all the life how left for them to 
propofe to themfelves; He that abides in the city, and trufts to that 
to fecure him, fhall certainly die either by the fword without the 
walls, or famine, ot peftilence within. But he that can fo far bring 
down his fpirit, and quit his vain hopes, as to go out, and fall to 
the Chaldeans, his life Jh'atl be given him for a prey, i. e. he fhall 
fave his life, but with much difficulty and hazard j as a prey is taken 
from the mighty; It is an expreffion like that, he Jhatt be faved± 
yet fo as by fire. He fliall efcape but very narrowly : or, he mail 
have fuch a furprifing joy and fetisfa&ion in efcaping with his life 
from fuch a univerfal deftruftion, as fliall equal theirs that divide 
the fpoil. They thought to have made a prey of the camp of the 
Chaldeans, as their anceftors did that of the Aflyrians, Ifia. xxxiii. 23. 
but they will be fadly difappointed ; if by yielding at difcretiou they 
can but fave their lives, that is all the prey they mil ft promife them- 
felves. Now one would think this advice from a prophet in God's 
name fhould have gained fome credit with them, and been univer- 
fally followed ; but for ought appears there were few or none that 
took it; fo wretchedly were their hearts hardened to their de- 
ftruflion. 

2. He advifeth the king and princes to reform, and make con- 
fcience of the duty of their place. Beeaufe it was the king that fent 
the meflage to him, in the reply there fhall be a particular word for 
the houfe of the king, not to compliment or court them, that was 
no part of a prophet's bufinefs. no not when they did him the ho- 
nour to fend to him, but to give them wholfomc counfel, ver* 
II, 12. Execute judgment in the 7norning ; do it carefully and dili- 
gently. Thofe magiftrates that would fill up their place with duty, 
had need rife betimes. Do it quickly, and do not delay to do juftice 
upon appeals made to you, and tire out poor petitioners as you have 
done. Do not lie in your beds in a morning to ileep awav the de- 
bauch of the night before, nor fpend the morning in pampering the 
body, as thofe princes, Ecclcfi x. 16. but fperid it in the difpatch of 
bufinefs. You would be delivered out of the hand of thofe that diftrets 
you, and expect that therein God fliould do you juftice, fee then 
that you do juftice to thofe that apply themfelves to you, and deliver 
them out of the hand of their oppreffor s, lejl my fury go cut like fire 
againft you in a particular manner, and you fore worft, who think 



y 

to efcape beftj beeaufe of the evil of your doings. 



Now, (1.) This 
that broueht ail 



their doings chat 



intimates that it was their neglect to do their duty 
this defblation upon the people. It was the evil of 
kindled the fire of God's wrath. Thus plainly doth he aeai even 
with the houfe of the king ; for thofe that would have the benefit of 
a prophet's prayers, niuft thankfully take a prophet's reproofs. 
(2.) This directs them to take the right method for a national refor- 
mation : The princes muft begin and fet a good example, and then 
the people will be invited to reform. They muft ufe their power 
for the punifliment of wrong, and then the people will be obliged 
to reform. He minds them that thev are the houfe of David, and 
therefore fhould tread iri his fteos, who executed judgment and ju- 
ftice to his people. (3.) This gives them fome encouragement to 
hope that there may yet be a lengthening of their tranquillity, 
Dan. iv. 27.. If any thing will recover their ftate from the brink 

of ruin, this will. 

3. He fhews them the vanity of all their hopes fo long as they 

continued unreform'd, ver. 13, 14. Jjru:li!em is an inhabitant of 
the valley, guarded with mountains on all fides, which were their 
natural fortifications, making it difficult for an army to approach 
them. It is a rock of the plain, which made it difficult for an army 
to undermine them. Thefe advantages of their fituation they tru- 
fted to more than to the power and promife of God : and thinking 
their city by thefe means to be impregnable, they fet the judgments 
of God at defiance, faying, Jtfbo /hall come down againj? us ? None 
of our neighbours dare make a defcent upon us; or, if they do, 
TVho Jhall enter into our habitations ? They had fome colour for this 
confidence; for it appears ro have been the fenfe of all their neigh- 
bours* that no enemy could force his way into Jerufalem, Lann 
iv. 12. But thofe are leaft fafe that are moft fecure. God foun 
fhews the vanity of that challenge, Who Jhall come doivn agaitfl us ? 
when he faith, ver. 13. Behold, I am againft thee. They had in- 
deed, by their wickednefs, driven God out of their city, when lie 
would have tarried with them as a friend ; but they could not ^ by 
their bulwarks keep him out of their city when he came againft 
them as an enemy. If God be for us, who can be againft us ? but 
if he be againft us, who caa be for us to ftand us in any ftead ? Nay, 
he comes againft them not as an enemy that may lawfully, and 
with fome hope of fuccels be refitted, but as a judge that cannot 
be refitted 5 for he faith, ver. 14. / tvill punijl) yon, by due courfe 
of law, according to the fruit of your doings, i. e. according to the 
merit of them, and the dire& tendency of them. That fliall be 
brought upon you which is the natural product of fin : Nay, he 

will not only come with the anger of an enemy, and the juftice of 



a judge. 
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a judge, but with the force of a confuming fire, which has no com- 
panion as a judge fometimes has, nor fpares any thing combuftible 
that comes in its way. Jerufalem is become a foreft, in which 
God will kindle a fire that mall confume all before it - for our God 
is himfelf a consuming fire, and who is aide to Jiancl in his fight 
when once he is angry ? 

CHAP. XXII. 

» ■ 

Vpon occafion of the meffage fent in the foregoing chapter to the houfe 
of the king, we have here recorded Jome fermons 'which Jeremiah 
preached at court, in fane preceding reigns, that it might appear 
they had had fair warning long before that fatal fentence was pro- 
nounced upon them, arid were put in a way to have prevented it. 
Here is (u) A meffage fent to the royal family, as it foouldfeem, 
in the reign of Jehoiakim, relating partly to Jehoahaz; who was 
carried away captive into Egypt, and partly to Jehoiakim, who 
Succeeded him, and was nozv upon the throne. The king and prin- 
ces are exhorted to execute judg?nent, and are affured that if they 
did fo, the royal family Jhould flov.rijh, but oihcrwife it Jhould be 

ruined, ver. i,« IO. Jehoahaz, called here Shallum, is lamented, 

ver. JO, 12. Jelwiakim is reproved and threatncd, ver. 

13,"— 19. (2.) Another meffage fent them in the reign of Jchoi- 
achin, alias Jcconiab, the Jon of Jehoiakim. He is charged with 
an objiinate refufal to hear, threained with dejlruciion, 
foretold thai in him Solomon's houfe Jhould fail, ver. 20. 
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Hear 



Judah, and fpeak there this word, 



Judah, that fitteft upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy fervants, and thy people that enter in by thefe gates 5 
3 Thus faith the LORD, Execute ye judgment and 
righteoufnefs, and deliver the fpoiled out of the hand of 
the oppreffor : and do no wrong, do no violence to the 
ftranger, the fatherlefs, and the widow, neither fhed in- 




nocent blood in this place. 4. For if ye do this thin_ 
indeed, then fhall there enter in by the gates of this 
houfe, kings fitting upon the throne of David, riding 
in chariots, and on horfes, he, and his fervants, and i 
his people. 5. But if ye will not hear thefe words, I 
fwear by myfelf, faith the LORD, that this houfe fliall 
become a defolation. 6. For thus faith the LORD 



unto the king's houfi 



Juda 



me, and the head of Lebanon : yet furely I will make J 
thee a wildernefs, and cities which are not inhabited. 1 
7. And I will prepare deftroyers againft thee, every 
one with his weapons, and they fhall cut down thy choice 
cedars, and caft them into the fire. 8. And many na- 
tions fhall pafs by this city, and they fhall fay every man 
to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LORD done 
thus unto .this great city ? 9. Then they fliall anfwer, 



, 0 t city ? 9. 

Becaufe they have forfaken the covenant of the LORD 
their God, and worfhipped other gods, and ferved 

them-. 

Here Is, i. Orders given to Jeremiah to go preach before the king. 
In the chapter before^ Zedckiah fent mcflengers to the prophet, 
but here the prophet is bidden to go in his own proper perfon to the 
houfe of the king, and demand his attention to the word of the King 
of kings, ver. 2* Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah. 
Subjects muft own, that where the word of a king is, there is power 
over them, but kings muft own, that where the word of the Lord 
is, there is power over them. The king of Judah is here fpoken 
to, as fitting upon the throne of David, who was a man after God's 
own heart, as* holding their dignity and power by the covenant 
made with him $ let them therefore conform to his example, that 
they may have the benefit of the promifes made to him. With the 
king, his fervants are fpoken to, becaufe a good government de- 
pends upon a good miniftry* as well as a good king. 

2. Jnftru£Mons given him what to preach. 

1. He muft tell them what was their duty, what was the good 
which the Lord their God required of them, ver. 3. They muft 
take care, (1.) That they do all the good they can with the power 
they have. They muft do ju ft ice in defence of thefe that were in- 
jured, and muft deliver the fpoiled out of the hand of their oppreffors* 
This was the duty of their place, Pjalm Ixxxiu 3. Herein they 
muft be minifters of God for good. (2.) That they do no hurt 
with it, no wrong, no violence. That is the greateft wrong and vio- 
lence which is done under colour of law and juftice, and by thofc 
whofe bufinefs it is to punifli and protect from wrong and violence. 
They muft do no wrong to the f I ranger, fatherlefs, and widow, for 
thefe God doth in a particular manner patronize, and take under 

his tuition, Exod. xxii. 21, 22. 

2. He muft allure them that the faithful difchafge of their duty 
"Would advance and fecure their pofterity, ver. 4. There fhall then 
he a fucceffion of kings, an uninterrupted fucceifipn upon the throne 
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of David, and of his line : thefe enjoying a perfect tranquillity 
living in great ftate and dignity, riding on chariots and holl 
before, chap. xvii. 25. Note, The moft effectual way to pr e f 
the dignity of the government, is to do the duty of it. erve 

3. He muft likewife afTure them that the iniquity of their fern' 1 
if they perfifted in it, would be the ruin of their family, though ■ 
was a royal family, ver. 5. If ye will not hear, will not obey t j * 
houfe Jhall become a defolation, the palace of the kings of Judah ft/i] 
fare no better than other habitations in Jerufalem. Sin has oft 
been the ruin of royal palaces, though never fo ftately, never f 1 
ftrong. This fentence is ratified by an oath. / fwear by my rZ 
(and God can fwear by no greater, Heb. vi. 12.) that this houf 
mail be laid in ruins. . Note, Sin will be the ruin of the liouf es r 
princes, as well as of mean men. 0 

* ^ 

m 4- He muft fhew how fatal their wicked nefs would be to the' 
kingdom as well as to themfelves, to Jerufalem efpecially, the ro* *| 
city, ver. 6, 7^ 8, 9* (1.) It is confeflfecl that Judah and ]J^ m 
falem had been valuable in God's eyes, and confiderable in their 
own : Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon. Thei* 
lot was caft in a place that was rich and pleafant as Gilead- Zioii 
was a ftrong hold, as ftately as Lebanon : This they tmfted to as 
their (ecurity. But (2.) This fhall not protect them ; the country 
that is now fruitful as Gilead, fhall be made a wildernefs. Th- 
cities that are now ftrong as Lebanon fhall be cities not inhabited- 
and when the country is laid wafte, the cities muft be difpeopled! 
See how eafily God's judgments can ruin a nation, and how cer- 
tainly fin will do it. 

When this defola ting work is to be done, (i.j There fhall be 

7. / will prepare dejlroyet 
ugutwyt wee 7 jl win fanclify them, fo the word is, I will appoint 
them to this fervice, and ufe them in it. Note, When deftruction 
is defigned, deftroyers are prepared, and perhaps are in the prepa- 
ringj and things are working towards the defigned deftruclion, and 
are getting ready for it long before. And who can contend with 
deftroyers of God's preparing? They fhall deft roy cities as eafily as 
men fell trees in a foreft. They JJjall cut down thy choice cedars 
and yet when they are down, fhall value them no more than thorns 
and briers, they fhall cajl them into the fire, for their choiceft ce- 
dars are become rotten ones, and good for nothing elie. (2.) There 
mall be thofe who fhall be ready to juftify God in the doino* of it 
ver. 8, 9. Perfons of many nations, when they pafs by the ruins of this 
city, in their travels, will ask, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus 
unto this city? How came fo ftrong a city to be overpowered? So 
rich a city to be impoverished ? So populous a city to be depopu- 
lated ? So holy a city to be profaned ? And a city that had been 
fo dear to God to be abandoned by him ? And the reafon is fo obvi- 
ous, that it fliall be ready in every man's mouth : Ask them that go 
by the way, Job xxi. 29. Ask the next man you meet, and he 
will tell you, it was becaufe they changed their geds, which other 
nations never ufed to do. They forfook the covenant of Jehovah 
their own God, revoked frcm their allegiance to him, and from 
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thofe that fhall do it effectually; ver 
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the duty which their covenant with him bound them to, and they 
zvorjhippcd other gods, and J'erved them in contempt of him, and 
therefore he gave them up to this deftrucdon. Note, God never 
cafts any off, until they fir ft caft him off. Go, faith God to the 
prophet, and preach this to the royal family. 

10. 5 Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him, 
hut weep fore for him that goeth away : for he fhall re- 
turn no more, nor lee his native country. 11. For 
thus faith the LORD, touching Shallum the fon of Jo- 
fiah king of Judah, which reigned in ftead of Jofiah 
his father, which went forth out of this place, He fliall 
not return thither any more: 12. But he fhall die in 
the place whither they have led him captive, and fliall 

fee this land no more. 13. 5 Wo unto him thatbuild- 
eth his houfe by unrighteoufnefs, and his chambers by 
wrong ; that ufeth his neighbours fervice without wages, 
and giveth him not for his work: 14. That faith, I 
will build me a w r ide houfe, and large chambers, and 
cutteth him out windows, and it is cieled with cedar, 
and painted with vermilion. 15. Shalt thou reign, 
becaufe thou clofefl thyfelf in cedar ? did not thy father 
eat and drink, and do judgment and juftice, and then 
it was well with him? 16. He judged the caufe of 
the poor and needy, then it was well with him : was 
not this to know me? faith the LORD. 17. But thine 
eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetoufnefs, 
and for to fhed innocent blood, and for oppreffion, and 



for violence to do //. 



18. Therefore thus faith the 



LORD concerning Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king 
of Judah, They fliall not' lament for him, faying, All 
my brother, or, ah filler : they fhall not lament for 
him, faying^ Ah lord, or ah his glory. 19. He fliall 
be buried with the burial of an afs, drawn and caft 



Jerufalem 



Kinss 



9 

f 





Chap. 



XXII. 



• * 



JEREMIAH. 



- • 





1 

Jofiah 
feein 0 * 



though they are gods to us, they are men to God, and 
//^ fo it appears in thofe verfes, where we have a. 
ftaii jeath'paft upon two kings that reigned fuccefiiveiy in* 

^"^falem 0 , two brothers, and both the ungracious Ions of a very | 

pious fetnei ^ doom 0 f shallum, who doubtlefs is the fame with 1 , 
. J" w for he is that fon of Jofiah, king of Judah, who reigned • 
& of Jofiah his father,, ver. n. which Jehoahaz did by' 
Vi Vof the people who made him king, though he was not the 
tl uAfon 2 Kings xxiii. 30,. 2 Chron. xxxvi. I. Among the fons 
f T f ah ' 1 Chron. hi. 15- there is one Shallum mentioned, and 
T hoahaz. Perhaps the people preferred him before his elder 
father becaufe they thought him a more aftive daring young 
° rid fitter to rule \ but God foon ihewed them the folly of 
^niuftice, and that it could not profper, for within three 
ths the king of Egypt came upon him, depofed him, and car- 
^ Thim away prifoher into Egypt, as God had threatned, Dent. 
rI f 68. It doth not appear that any of the people were taken 
?*™ captivity with him, but himfelf only. We have the ftory, 

o Kims xxiii. 34. 2 

" (1) The people are directed to. lament him rather than his fa- 
ther Tofiah, weep not for the dead, weep not any more for Jofiah ; 
7-rcmiah had been himfelf a true mourner for him, and had ftirred 
up the people to mourn for him, 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. yet now he 
will have them go out of mourning for him, though it was but 
three months after his death, and to turn their tears into another 
chanel, they muft weep fore for Jehoahaz that is gone into Egypt, 
not that there was any great lols of him to the publick, as there 
was of his father, but that his cafe was much more deplorable, 
went to the grave in peace and honour, was prevented from 
the evil to come in this world, and removed to fee the good to 
come in the other world ; and therefore weep 7iot for him, but for his 
unhappy fon, that is likely to live and die in difgrace and mifery, a 
wretched captive. Note, Dying faints may be juftly envied, whilft 
livino- finners are juftly pitied. And fo difmal, perhaps, the pro- 
fpefiof the times may be, that tears; even for a Jofiah, even for 
a Tefus, muft be reftrained, that they may be referved for ourfelvcs 
'and our children, Luk. xxiii. 28. 

(2.) The reafon given is, becaufe he fhall never return out of 
captivity, as he and his people expected, but" {hall die there. They 
were loth to believe this, therefore it is repeated here again and 
a^ain, he fhall return no more, ver. 10. He fhall never have the plea- 
fure of feeing his native country, but fhall have the continual grief of 
hearing of the defolations of it; He is gone forth out of this place, 
and fhall never return, ver. 1 1 . He Jhall die th the place whither 
they have led him captive, ver. 12. This came of his forfaking the 
good example of his father, and ufurping the right of his elder bro- 
ther. In EzekieFs lamentation for the princes of Ifrael, this Jeho- 
ahaz is reprefented as a young lion that foon leairned to catch the 
prey, but was taken, and brought in chains to Egypt, and was long 
expe£led to return, but in vain. See Ezek xix. 3, 4, 5. 

2. Here is the doom of jehoiakim who fucceeded him. Whether 
he had any better right to the crown than Shallum we know not ; 
for though he was cider than his predecefibr, there feems to be ano- 
ther fon of Jofiah elder than he, called Johanan, r Chron. iii. 15. 
But this we know, he ruled no better, and fared no better at laft. 

Here is, . m 

I. His fins faithfully reproved. It is not fit for a private peffon 
to fay to a king, Thou art wicked, but a prophet that has a mehage 
from God$ betrays his truft if he do not deliver it, be it never fo 
unpleafing, even to kings themfelves. Jehoiakim is not here char- 
ged with Tdolatry^ and probably, he had not yet put Urijah the pro- 
phet to death, as we find afterwards he did, chap. xxvi. 22, 23. 
for then he would have been told df it here : But the crimes for 
which he is here reproved^ are, (1.) Pride and affectation of pomp 
and fplendor ; as if all the bufinefs of a king were to look great, and 
to do rood were to be the lean: of his care. He muft build him a 

O 

fiately palace, aivide houfe, and large chambers, ver. 14. He muft 
have windozvs ad out after the neweft fafhion, perhaps like fafh- 
windows with us. The rooms muft be cieled with cedar, the 
richeft fort of wood. His houfe muft be as well roofed and wain- 
fcotted as the temple itfelf, or elfe it will not pleafe him, I Kings 
vi. 15. 16. Nay, it muft exceed that, for it muft be painted with 
minium, or vermilion, w r htch dies red, or, as fome read it, with 
indigo, which dies blue. No doubt, it is lawful for princes and great 
men to build, and beautify, and furnifh their houfes, fo as is agree- 
able to their dignity ; but he that knows what is in man, knew 
that Johoiakim did this in the pride of his heart, which makes that 
to be finful, exceeding finful^ which is in itfelf lawful. Thofe 
therefore that are enlarging their houfes, and making them more 
fumptuous, have need to look well to the frame of their own fpirits 
in the doing of it, and carefully to watch againft all the workings 
of vain-glory. But that which was particularly amife in Jehoia- 
kim's'cafe, was, that he did this when he could not but perceive 
both by the word of God, and by his providence, that divine judg- 
ments were breaking in upon him. He reigned his three firft years 
by the permifiion and allowance of the king of Egypt, and all the 
reft by the permiffion and allowance of the king of Babylon ; and 
yet he that was no better than a viceroy, will covet to vie with the 

greateft monarchs in building and furniture. Obferve hoy/ pe- 




remptory he fs in this refolution, I will build me a wide houfe I am 
refolved I wdl, whoever advifes me to the contrary Noi \Tu 
the common folly of thofe that are finking in their eftates, to covet 
to make a fair fhew. Many have unhumbled hearts under hum- 
bling providences; and look nioft haughty then when God is bruis- 
ing them down. . This is ftriving with our Maker, (a.) Carnal 
feciirity, and confidence in his wealth, depending upon the conti^ 
nuance of his profperity, as if his mountain now flood fc ftrong 
that it could, never be moved. . He thought he muft reign without 
any difturbance or interruption, becaufe he had clofed himfelf in ce- 
dar, ver. 15. as- if that were too fine to be aflaulted, and too ftron* 
to be broken through ; . and as if God himfelf could not for pity 
give up fuch a ftately houfe as that to be burned,- Thus when Chriffc 
fpoke of the deftrudtion of the temple, his difciples came to him to 
fhe;w him what a magnificent ftruclure it was, Mat. xxiii. 38. and 
xxiv. 1. Note, Thofe wretchedly deceive themfelves, that think 
their prefent profperity is a lading fecurity, and dream of reigning, 
becaufe they are inclofed in cedar. It is but in his own conceit that 
the rich man's wealth is his ftrong city.. (3.) Some think he is 
here charged with facrilege, and robbing the houfe of God to beautify 
and adorn his own houfe. He cuts him out my windows, fo it is in 
the margin ; which fome underftand as if he had taken windows 
out of the temple, to put into his own palace, and then painted 
them (as it follows) with ver?nzlion, that it might 'not be difcovered, 
but might look of a piece with his own building. Note, Thofe 
cheat themfelvesj and ruin themfelves at laft, that think to en- 
rich themfelves by robbing God, and his houfe; and however 
they may difguife it, God difcovers it. (4.) He is here charged 
with extortion and oppreffion, violence and injuftice. He built his 
houfe by iinrighicoufncfs, i. e. with money unjuftly got, and mate- 
rials which were not honeftly come by, and perhaps upon ground 
obtained, as Ahab obtained Naboth's vineyard. . And becaufe he 
went beyond what he could afford, he defrauded his workmen of 
their wages, which is one of the fins that cries in the ears of the 
Lord of bq/rs, James v. 4. God takes notice of the wrong done' 
by the greateft of men to their poor fer van ts and labourers, and 
will repay them in juftice that will not in jufticc pay thofe whom 
they employ, but ufe their neighbour's fervice without zuages. Ob- 
ferve, The greateft of men muft look upon the meaneft ks their 
neighbours, and be juft to them accordingly, and love them as them- 
felves. Jehoiakim Was oppreflive, not only in his buildings, but in 
the admin iftration of his government. He did not do juftice, made 
no corifciencc of fhedding innocent blood, when it was to ferve the 
purpofes of his ambition, avarice and revenge. He was all for op- 
prejjion and violence-, not to threaten it only, but to do it; and 
when he was fet upon any act of injuftice, nothing fliould flop him, 
but he would go through with it; . And that which was at the bot- 
tom of all was covetoufnels, that love of money which is the root of 
all evil, jhine eyes and thine heart a?*e not but for coveioufnefs ; 
they were for that, and nothing elfe. Obferve, In covetoufnefs the 
heart walks after the. eyes: it is therefore called the lift of the eye y 
1 John ii. 15. Job xxx i. 7. It is fetting the eyes upon that zvhicb 
is not, Prov. xxiii. 5. The eye's and the heart are then for cove- 
toufnefs, when the aims and affections are wholly fet upon the wealth 
cf this world; and where they are foj the temptation is ftrong to 
murthcr^ opprefiion, and all manner of violence and villainy. 
(5.) That which aggravated all his fins was, that he was die fon of 
a good father, that had left him a good example, if he would but 
have followed it, ver. 15, 16. Did not thy father eat and drink? 
When Jehoiakim enlarged and enlightened his houfe, it it pro- 
bable he fpdke fcornfully of his lather, for contenting himfelf with 
fuch a mean and inconvenient dwelling, below the grandeur of a 
fovercign prince, and ridiculed him as one that had a dull fancy, 
a low fpirit, and could not find in his heart to lay out his moneys 
nor cared for what was faftiionable : That fuould not ferve him that 
ferved his father: But God, by the prophet, tells him that his fa- 
ther, though he had not the fpirit of building, was a man of an ex- 
cellent fpirit, a better man than he, and did better for himfelf and 
his family. Thofe children that defpife their parents old fafhions, 
commonly come fhort of their real excellencies. Jeremiah tells him, 
(1.) That he was directed to do his duty by his father's practice. 
He did judgment and juflicc; he never did wrong to any of his 
fubjecTs, never opprefied them, or put any hardfhip upon them, but 
was careful to preferve all their juft rights and properties : Nay, he 
not only did not abufe his power for the fupport of wrong, but he 
ufed it for the maintaining of right: He judged the caufe of the ^ poor 
a?id needy, was ready to hear the caufe of the meaneft of his fubjecls, 
and do them juftice. Note, The care of magiftrates muft be not 
to fupport their grandeur, and take their eafe, but to do good ; not 
only not to opprefs the poor themfelves, but to defend thofe that are 
opprefied. 

(2.) That he was encouraged to do his duty by his fathers pro- 
fperity. I. God accepted him. Was not this to knozv me, faith thd 
Lord ? Did he not hereby make it to appear that he rightly knew 
his God and worfhipped him,, and confequently was known and 
owned of him. Note, The right knowledge of God confifts 
in doing our duty, particularly that which is the duty of our 
place and ftation in the world. . 2. He himfelf had the comforc 
of it. Did he not eat and drink foberly and chearfully, fo as to fit 

himfelf for his bufinefs, forflnngth and not for drwikennefs, Eccl. 

x. 17, 
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x> 17. he did eat, and drink, and do judgment ± hot (as* perhaps, Je- 
hoiakim and his princes did) drink and forget the lata, and pervert 
the judgment of the affliclcd, Prov. xxxi. 5. He did eat and drink, 
i. e. God blefled him with great plenty, and he had the comforta- 
ble enjoyment of it hi mfelf, and gave handfome entertainments to 
his friends, was very hofp liable and very charitable. It was Je- 
hoiakim's pride that he had built a fine houfe, but Jonah's true 
praife that he kept a good houfe. Many times thofe have leaft in 
them of true generofity, that have the greateft affection for pomp 
and grandeur 5 for to fupport the extravagant expence of that, 
hofpkality, bounty to the poor, yea, and juftice itfelf, will be 
pinched. It is better live with Jofiah in an old-fafhioned houfe, 
and do good, than live with Jehoiakim in a ftately houfe, and 
leave debts unpaid. Jofiah did jujlice and judgment, and then it 
ivas well with him, ver. 15. and it is repeated again, ver. 16. He 
lived vety comfortably, his own fubjedls and all his neighbours re- 
fpefled him ; and whatever he put his hand to profpered. Note, 
While we do well we may expect it will be well with us. This 
Jehoiakim knew, that his father found the way of duty to be the 
way of comfort, and yet would not tread in his fteps. 

•Note, It mould engage us to keep up religion in our day, that 
©ur'^odiy parents kept it up in theirs, and recommended it to us 
from their own experience of the benefit of it. They told us, that 
they had found the promifes which godlinefs has of the life that now 
*V,made good to them, and that religion and piety is a friend to out- 
ward .profperity. So that we are inexcufable, if we turn afide from 
that. good way. 

2. Here we have Jehoiakim's doom faithfully read, ver. 18, ig. 
We may fuppofe it [was in the utmoft peril of his own life, 
that Jeremiah here foretold the fhameful death of Jehoiakim, but, 
iThus faith the Lord concerning him, and therefore thus faith he : 
(1.) He mail die unlamented : he mall make him fo odious by his 
oppreinon and cruelty, that all about him fhall be glad to part 
with him, and none fhall do him the honour of dropping one 
tear for him ; whereas his father, who did judgment and jujiice 
was univerfally lamented : and it is promifed to Zedekiah, that he 
fhould be lamented at his death, for he carried himfelf better than 
Jehoiakim had done, chap, xxxiv. 5. His relations fhall not la- 
?nent him, no, not with the common expreffions of grief ufed at 
the funeral of the meaneft, where they cried, Ah my brother, or, 
Ah .ffier : his fubjecls fhall not lament him, nor cry out as they 
ufed 10 do at the graves of their princes, Ah lord, or, ah his 
glory. It is fad for any to live fo, that when they die none will 
be forry to part with them. Nay, (2.) He fhall lie unburied ; 
this is worfe than the former. Even thofe that have no tears to 
grace the funerals of the dead with, would willingly have them 
buried out of their fight ; but Jehoiakim fhall be buried zuith the 
burial of an cfs, i.e. he fhall have no burial at all, but his dead 
body fhall be caft into a ditch, or upon a dunghil : it fhall be 
drawn, or dragged ignominioufly, and cafl forth beyond the gates 
of Jcrufalem. It is faid in the ftory of Jehoiakim, 2 Cbron.xxxvi. 
6. that Nebuchadnezzar bound him in fetters to carry him to Baby- 
Ion, and Exek. xix.9. that he was brought in chains to the king of Ba- 
bylon. But it is probable he died a prifoncr before he was carried 
away to Babylon, as was intended ; perhaps died for grief, or in 
the pride of his heart haftened his own end, and for that reafon 
was denied a decent burial, as felf-murtherers ulually are with us. 
Jofephus faith that Nebuchadnezzar flew him at Jerufalcm, and 
left his body thus cxpofed, fome where at a great dittance from the 
gates of Jerufalcm. And it is faid, 2 Kings xxiv. 6. he Jlept zuith 
his fathers. When he built himfelf a ftately houfe, no doubt, he 
defigned himfelf a ftately fepulch re, but fee how he was difappointed. 
Note, Thofe that are lifted up with great pride, are commonly re- 



served for fome great d if grace, in life or death. 



20. 



5 Go up to Lebanon, and cry, and lift up thy 
voice in Bafhan, and cry from the paflages : for all thy 
lovers are deftroyed. 21. I fpake unto thee in thy pro- 
fperity-, but thou faidft, I will not hear : this hath been 
thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedft not my 
voice. 22. The wind fhall eat up all thy paftors, and 
thy lovers fhall go into captivity, furely then fhalt thou 
be afhamed and confounded for all thy wickednefs. 
23. O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makeft thy neft in 
the cedars, how gracious fhalt thou be when pangs come 
upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail ? 24. As 
I live, faith the LORD, though Coniah the fon of Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah were the fignet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence, 25. And I will 
give thee into the hand of them that feek thy life, and 
into the hand of them whofe face thou feareft, even into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into 
the hand of the Chaldeans, 26. And I will* caft thee 
out, and thy mother -that bare thee, into another coun- 
try, where ye were not born, and there fhall ye die. 
27. But to the land whereunto they defire to return, 
thither fhall they not return. 28. Is this man Coniah 



a defpifed broken idol ? is he a veffel wherein is no pl ea 
fare ? wherefore are they caft out, he and his feed 
caft into a land which they know not ? ' 



and 



are 
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30. 



earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. 
Thus faith the LORD, Write ye this man childlefs* 
hian that fhall not profper in his days : for no man of his 
feed lhall profper* fitting upon the throne of David 
and ruling any more in Judah, > 



zrhs to have been calculated for the ungracious 
Jeconiah, or Jehoiakin the fbn of J^hoiakin/ 



months, 
many 



d it by kind ; this has been thy manner from thy youth. They 
lied iranfgrejfors from the zvomb, Ifa. xlix. 8. 



This propriety feem 
inglorious reign of 

who fucceeded him in the government, reigned but three 
and was then carried captive to Babylon, where he lived 
years, Jer. lii. 3 1. We have in thefe verfes a prophecy 

1. Of the deflations of the kingdom, which were now flatten- 
ing on apace, ver. 2C—23. Jerufalern and judah are here fpoken 
to,' or the Jewifh ftate as a fingle perfon, and we have it here under 
a threefold character. 

(1.) Very haughty in a day of peace and fafety, ver. 21. 7 fp a j. e 
unto thee in thy profperity ; fpake by my fervants the prophets re- 
proofs, admonitions, counfels, but thou faidjl, I will not hear 9 \ 
will not heed, thou obeyedfl not my voice, and waft refolved thou 
would ft not, and had the front to tell me fo. It is common for 
thofe that live at eafe, to live in contempt of the word of God. 
Jefhurun waxed fat, and kicked. This is fo much the worfe that 
they had " 
were ca 

(2.) Very timorous upon the alarms of trouble, ver. 20. When 
thou fecft all thy lovers dejlroycd, when thou findeft thine idols un- 
able to help thee, and thy foreign alliances failing thee, thou wilt 
then go up to Lebanon, and cry, as one undone, and giving up 
all for loft, cry with a bitter cry; thou wilt cry, help, help, or we 
are loft ; thou will lift up thy voice in fearful fhrieks, upon Lebanon 
and Bajhan, two high hills, in hope to be heard from thence by 
the advantage of the rifing ground. Thou wilt cry fro?n the paf- 
fages, from the roads, where thou wilt ever and anon be in diftreis. 
Thou wilt cry from Abarim, fo fome read it, as a proper name, a 
famous mountain in the border of Moab. Thou wilt cry as thofe ^ 
that are in great conflernation ufe to do, to all about thee, but in 
vain, for ver. 22. the wind ftjall eat ?/p all thy pajlors or rulers, 
that fhoulcf protect and lead thee, and provide for thy fafety : they 
fhall be blafted and withered, and brought to nothing, as buds and 
blofToms are by a bleak or freezing wind : They fhall be devoured 
fuddenly, infenfibly, and irrefiftibly, as fruits by the wind. % 
lovers, that thou dependeft upon, 2nd haft an affection for, fhall 
go into captivity; and mail be fo far from faving thee, that they 
fhall not be able to fave themfelves. 

(3.) Very tame under the heavy and lafting prefllires of trou- 
ble. When there appears no relief from any of thy confederates, 
and thy own priefts are at a lofs, then fhalt thou be aftjamed and 
confounded for all thy wickednefs, ver. 22. Note, Many will never 
be afhamed of their fins, till they are brought by them to the hft 
extremity; and it is well if we get this good by our ft raits, by them 
to be brought to confufion for our fins. The Jewifh ftate is here 
called an inhabitant of Lebanon, becaufe that famous foreft was 
within their border, ver. 23. and all their country was wealthy and 
well-guarded, as with Lebanon's natural faftnefles; but fo proud 
and haughty were they, that they are faid to make their neft in ihe 
cedars, where they thought themfelves out of the reach of all dan- 
ger, and whence they looked with contempt upon all about them. 
But, how gracious zvilt thou be zuhen pangs co?ne upon thee ? Then 
thou wilt humble thy felf before God, and promife amendment. 
When thou art overthrown in ftony places, thou wilt be glad to 
hear thofe words which in thy profperity thou woiddft not hear, Pfal. 
cxli. 6. Then thou wilt endeavour to make thyfelf acceptable with 
that God whom before thou madeft light of. Note, Many have 
their pangs of piety, who, when the pangs are over, fhew they 
have no true piety. Some give another fenfe of it : What will 
all thy pomp, and ftate, and wealth avail thee ? What will be- 
come of it all, or what comfort fhalt thou have of it, when thou 
fha It be in the/e diflrefies ? No more than a zvoman hi travail, full 
of pains and fears, can take comfort in her ornaments while Ihe is 
in that condition. So Mr. Gataker. Note, Thofe that are proud 
of their wordly advantages, v/ould do well to confider, how they 
will look when pangs come upon them, and how they will then 
have loft all their beauty. 

2. Here is a prophecy of the difgrace of the king : His name 
was Jeconiah, but he is here once and again called Coniah, in con- 
tempt. The prophet fhortens or nicks his name, and gives him, 
as we fay, a nick-name, perhaps to note, that he fhould be de- 
fpoiled of his dignity, that his reign fhould be shortened, and the 
number of his months cut off in the midft. Two in fiances of dx- 
{honour are here put upon him. 

He fhall be carried away into captivity, and fhall fpend and end 

He was born to a crown, but it fhould quickly 

Obfervc 



1. 

his days in bondage. 



fall from his head, and he fnould exchange it for fetters, 
the fleps of this judgment. 

(1.) God will abandon him, ver. 24. The God of truth feith 

it, and confirms it with an oath 5 though he were the fignet upon w] 

right 
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,/ hk nredeceflbrs have been fo, and he might have been 
h had carried himfelf well ; but ,he being degenerated I will 
*° 9 i h* thence The godly kings of Judah had been as fignets on 
ftft fSht hand; .hear and deaf to him j he hacl gloried in them; 




pvernment, as the 

Coniah has 



a S ade ufe of theni as inftruments of his govern] 
nd n !! doth of his .figiiet ring^ or fign manual ; but . 
pn» cc m feJf utterly unworthy of the honour; and therefore the 
• M o-e of his birth (hall be iio fecurity to him ; riotwithftariding 
K lV h fhall be thrown off. Anfwerable to this threatning againft 
that ne q oc j» s prdmifc to ZerubbabelJ. when he made him his 
^S's euide in their return out of captivity, Hag. it. 23. / will 
1 thee O Zerubbabel, 'tny fervant, and make thee as a ftgnef. 
f <Th fe that think themfelves as fignets oh God's right hand; miift 
IfLfecure, but fear left they be plucked thence. r 
( ) The king of Babylon .fhall feize him; Thofe know not 
h t enemies and mifchiefs they lie expofed to^ who have thrown 
Y felves out of God's protection; ver.. 2.5. The Chaldeans are 
I re faid to be fuch as had a fpite to Coniah^ they -fought his life ; no 
If than that they thought would fatisfy their rage : and fuch as he 
h d a dread of, they are thofe whofe face thou fearefl, which would 
k it the more terrible to him to fall into their hands, efpecially 
it was God himfelf that gave him into their hands. Arid if 
r ddeliver him to them; who can deliver him from therii ? 

, y jj e an d his family fhall be carried to Babylon, where they 
(h 11 wear out the many tedious years of their lives in a miferable 
Dtivity 5 he and his mother, ver. 26. he and his feed, ver. 28. 
• he and all the royal family ; for he had no children of his own 
when he went into captivity ; or, he arid the children in his loins ; 
thev ft all all be caft out to another country, to a ftrange country, 
J uniy w here they were not horn, nor fuch a country as that where 
thev were born, a land which they know not, in which they have no 
acquaintance; with whom to converfe, or from whom to expect 
any kindnefs. Thither they fhall be carried, from a land where 
they were entitled to dominion, into a land where they fhall be 
compelled to fervitude. But have they no hopes of feeing their 
own country again ? No, To the land w hereunto they defire to return, 
tbitber JbaU they not return, ver. 27. They, carried themfelves ill 
in it when they were in it, and therefore they fhall never fee it 
more, jehoahaz was carried to Egypt, the land of the fouth, ver. 
10 Teconiah to Babylon, the land of the north, both far remote 
the quite contrary way, arid muft never expeft to meet again* nor 
either of them to breathe their native air again. . Thofe that had a- 
bufed the dominion they had over .others, were juftly brought thus 
under the dominion of ethers; Thofe that had indulged and grati- 
fied their finful defires, by their oppreffiqn, luxury, and cruelty, 
were juftly denied the gratification of their innocent defire, to 
fee their own native country again. We may obfeirve fomething 
very emphatical ill that part of this threatning, ver. 26, In the 
country where ye were not born, there Jhall ye die. As there is a 
time to be born, and a time to die, fo there is a place to be born in, 
and a place to die in. We know where we were born, but where 
we fhall die we . know riot ; it is enough that our God knows; Let 
k be our care that we die in Chrift, and then it will be well with 
us wherever we die, though it fhould be in a far country. 

(4.) This fhall render him very rhean arid defpicable in the eyes 
of all his neighbours. ; They fhall be ready to fay, ver. 28. Is this 
Coniah a defpifed broken idol? Yes, certainly he is, and much de- 
bafed from what he was. (1.) Time was when he was dignified j 
nay, when he was alrrioft deified; The people; who had feen his 
father lately depofed, were ready fo. adore him when they faw him 
upon the throne j but now he is a defpifed broken idol, that when it 
was whole was worfhipped, but when it is rotten and broken it is 
thrown by arid defpifed, and no body regards it, or remembers what 
it has been. Note, What is idolizedj will firft or laft be defpifed 
and broken 5 what is unjuftly honoured, will be juftly contemned, 
and rivals with God will be the fcorn of man. Whatever we ido- 
lize, we fhall be disappointed in, and then fhall defpife:^ (2:] Time 
was when he vvas delighted in^ but now he is a veffel in which is no 
pleafure*, or to which there is no defire, either becaufe grown out of 
fafiiion, or becaufe cracked or dirtied, and fo rendered unferviceable. 
Thofe whom God has no pleafure in; will fometime or other be fo 
mortified, that nieri will have rio pleafure in theni. 

2. Fie fhall leave no pofterity to inherit his honour/; The pre- 
diction of this is ufhered in with a folemn preface, ver. 2g. O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. Let all the inhabitants 
of the world take notice of thefe judgments of God upon a nation 
and a family that had been near and dear to him; and from thence 
infer, that God is impartial in the adminiftration of juftice. Or^ 
it is an appeal to the earth itfelf on which we tread^ fince thofe 
that dwell on earth are fb deaf and carelefs, like that, Ifa. i. if. 
Hear, 0 heavens, and give, ear O earth. God's word^ however 
flighted, will be heard ; the earth itfelf will be made to hear it, and 
yield to it, when it, and all the works therein $ fhall be Burnt up; 
Or, It is a call to men that mind earthly things, tliat are fwallowed 
U P in thofe things, and are inordinate in the purfuit of theni ; fuch 
have need to be called upon again and again, and a third time, to 
hear tbe word of the Lord. Or, It is a call to men, confidered as 
mortal, of the earth, and haftening to the earth again ; we all are 
fo, earth we ; 



, dtift we are, and in con fi deration of that, are 
to hear and regard the zvord of the Lord 9 that though 
N°. 63. 



we are earth, ive may be found among thofe whofe names are writ- 
ten in heaven, ✓ w v 

Now that which is here to be takbn nbtiee of, is, that Teconiali 
is written childlefs, ver. 30. that is, as it follows, nl man oihis feed 
Jhall profper, fitting upon the throne of David. , In him the line of 
David was extina as a royal line; Some think he had children 
born in Babylon, becaufe mention is iriade of his feed being caft 
out there; ver. 28; and that they died before him. We read hi 
the genealogy, i Chron. in. 17. of feven fons of Jeconfah Affir 
i. e. Jeconiah the captive; of which Salathiel is the firft. Some 
think they were only his adopted fons; arid that when it is faid j 
'Maf. \. 12. Jeconiah begat Salathiel^ no more is meant but that he 
bequeathed to him what claims arid preterifions he had to the govern- 
iherit • the rkther; becaufe Salathiel is called the fon of Neri, Luke 
hi. 27. of the houfe of Nathan, ver; 31. Whether he had children 
begotten, or only adopted, thus far he was childlefs, that none of his 
feed ruled as kings in judah: He was the Auguftulus of that em- 
pire; in whom it determined: . Whoever are childlefs, it is God 
that writes them fo ; and thofe who take no care to do good in their 
days^ cannot expea to profper in their days. 



CHAP; XXIII. 



In this chapter the prophet, in God's name, is, dealing his reproofs and 
ihreatnings, (1.) Among the carelefs princes, or paflors of the 
people, ver. i, 2. yet promifing to take care of the foe k, which they 
bad been wanting in their duty to, ver. 3,-8. (2.) Among the 
wicked piyphets and priefls, whofe ill. characler is here given at 
large in divers injlances, efpecially their impofing upon the people with 
their pretended infpiraiions, . at which the prophet is ajlonijhed, and 

(3-) 
and ban- 
tered them, ver. 33,— 40. When all have thus* corrupted their 

they mufl all exped to be told faithfully of it. 

O be unto the paftors that deftroy and fcatter 
the fheep of my pafture; faith the LORD, 
2; Therefore thus faith the LORD God of Ifrael ap-ainft 



men prcienueu injpiranons, . az zvtncn tne prophet is ajtomjt 
for which they ?nuft expeel to be puni/hed, ver. 9,-32. 
A?nong the profane people, who ridiculed Gods prophets, c 



w 



the paftors that feed rriy people, Ye have fcattered my 
flock, and driven them away; and have not vifited 
them 5 behold, I will vifit upon you the evii of your 
doings, faith the LORD. 3; And 1 will gather the 
remnant of my flock, out of all countries whither I have 
driven them, and will bring them again to their folds^ 
and they fhall be fruitful and increafe: . 4. And I v/ill 
fetup ihepherds over them, which fhall feed them, and 
they lhall fear no more, nor be difmayed, neither fhall 
thejr be lacking, faith the LORD. . 5. J Behold, the 
days come, faith the LORD * that I will raife unto Da- 
vid a righteous branch, and a king ihall reign and pro- 
fper, and fhall execute juftice and judgment in the earth. 
6; In his . days Judah fhall be faved^ and Ifrael lhall 
dwell fafely: and this is his name whereby he fhaJl be 
called; THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS; 
7; Therefore behold, the days, come, faith the LORD, 
that they fhall rio more fay, The LORD livech wuk*h 
brought up, the children of Ifrael out of the .land of £- 
gypt : 8. But, The LORD liveth,- which brought up^ 
and which led the feed of the houfe of Ifrael out of the 
north country, and from all countries whither I had 
driven them, and they fhall dwell in their own land. 

* 

Here is, i. A word of terror to the negligent fhepherds ; the 
day is at hand when God will reckon with therri concerning the truft 
and charge committed to them, TVo be to the paflors, i.e. to the 
?'ul'ersi both in church and ftate, who fhould be to thofe they are 
fet over as paftors to lead them^ feed them, protect them, and t2ke 
care of therri. They are not owners of the fheep ; God here calte 
them the Jheep of my paflure, whom I am iriterefted in, and have 
nrovided e:ood Dafture for ; TVo be to thofe therefore that are com- 



o feed God's pec 
fcatter the flock 



and oppreffion, and have not vifited them, nor taken any care for 
their welfare^ nor concerned themfelves at all to do them good. Iri 
hot vifiting them* and doing their duty to them, they did in effedl: 
fcatter them, and drive them away. The beafh of prey fcattered 
therri^ and the fhepherds are in the fault, that fhould have kept: 
them together. TVo be to them, when God will viftt upon them the 
evil of their doings, and deal with them as they deferve. They 
would Hot vifit the flock in a way of duty, and therefore God will 
vifit them in a way of vengeance. 

2; Here is a word of comfort to the neglected fheep. Though 
the uhder-fhephcrds take no care of them, no pains with them, but 
betray them, the chief Shepherd will look after them ; When my 
father a?id my mother forfaketh me, then the Lord iaketh me up. 

Though the interefts of God's church in the world are negle&ei 
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by. thofe who fhould take care of them, and poftponed 16 their own 
private fecular interefts, yet they {hall not therefore fink; God will 
perform his promife, though thofe he employs do not perform their 
duty. 

1. The difperfed Jews fhall at length return to their own land} 
tmd be happily fettled there under a good government, ver. 3, 4- 
Though there be but a remnant of God's flock left, a little rem- 
nant, that has narrowly efcaped definition, he will gather that 
remnant; will find them out wherever they are, and find out ways 
and means to bring them back out of all countries, whit her I have 
driven them. It was the juftice of God for the fin of their fhep- 
herds that God difperfed them, but the mercy of God fhall gather 
in thefheep, when the fhepherds that betrayed them are cut off. 
They Jhall be bi'ought to their former habitations, as fheep to their 
folds, and there they fhall be fruitful and incrcafe in numbers. And 
though their former fhepherds took no care of them, it doth not 
therefore follow that they fhall have no more : If fome have abufed 
a facred office, that is no good reafon why it fhould be depofed : they 
'deftroyed the fheep, but I will fet fhepherds over them which fhall 
make it their bufinefs to feed them. Formerly they were continu- 
ally expofed and difturbed with fome alarm or other ; but now they 
•:JI)aR fear no more 9 nor be difmayed: they fhall be in no danger from 

without-, in no fright from within. Formerly fome or other of 
theni were ever and anon picked up by the beafts of prey, but 
now none of them Jhall be lacking, none of them miffing. Though 
the times may have been long bad with the church, it doth not fol- 
low, that they will be ever fo. Such paflors as Zerubbabel and Ne- 
hemiah were, though they lived not in the pomp that Jehoiakim 
and Jeconiah did, nor made fuch a figure, were as great bleflings 
to the people as the others were plagues to them. The church's 
peace is not bound up in the pomp of her rulers. 

2. Meffiah the Prince, that great and good Shepherd of the fheep, 
fhall in the latter days be raifed up to blefs his church, and to be the 
glory of his people Ifrael, ver. 5, 6. The houfe of David feemed 
to be quite funk and ruined by that threatning aga in ft Jeconiah, chap. 
%x\u 30. that none of his feed fhould ever fit upm the throne of Da- 
vid*, but here is a promife which effectually fecures the honour of 
the covenant made with David notwithstanding ; for by it the houfe 
will be raifed out of its ruins to a greater luftre than ever, and fhine 
brighter far than it did in Solomon himfelf. We have not fo many 
prophecies of Chrift in this book as we had in that of the prophet 
Jfaiah ; but here we have one, and a very illuftrious one ; of him 
doubtlefs the prophet here fpeaks, of him and of no other man. 
The firft words intimate, that .it would be long ere this promife 
fhould have its accomplifhment ; The days come ; but they are not 
yet ; I fhall fee him, but not now ; but all the reft intimate, that 
the accomplifhment of them will be glorious. 

(1.) Chrift is here fpoken of as a branch from David, xh&Man 
the Branch, Zech. iii. 8. His appearance mean, his beginnings 
fmall, like thofe of a bud or fprout, and his rife feemingly out of 
the earth, but growing to be green, to be great, to be loaded with 
fruits. A branch from David's family, when it feemed to be a 
root in a dry ground, buried, and not likely to revive. Chi ift is the 
root and offspring of David, Rev. xxii. 16. In him doth the horn of 
David bud, Pfal. cxxxii. 17, 18. He is a branch of God's railing 
up, he fanclified him, and fent him into the world, gave him his 
commiffion and qualifications. He is a righteous branch, for he is 
righteous himfelf, and through him many, even all that are his, are 
made righteous ; as an advocate, he is fefus Chrift the righteous. 

(2.) He is here fpoken of as his church's King. This branch 
fhall be raifed as high as the throne of his father David, and there 
he Jhall reign and profper, not as the kings that now were of the 
houfe of David, that went backward in all their affairs ; no, he 
fhall fet up a kingdom in the world, that fhall be victorious over all 
•oppofrtion. In the chariot of the everlafting gofpel he fhall go 
forth, he fhall go on conquering and to conquer. If God raife him 
tip, he will profper him, for he will own the work of his own hands ; 
what is the good plcafure of the Lord fhall profper in the hands of thofe 
to whom it is committed. He fhall pro/per, for he Jhall execute 
judgment and juftice in the earth, all the world over, PfaL xcvi. 13. 
The prefent kings of the houfe of David were unjuft and oppreflive, 
and therefore no wonder they did not profper; but Chrift fhall, by 
his gofpel, break the ufurped power of Satan, inftitute a perfedb 
rule of holy living, and, as far as it prevails, make all the world 
righteous. The effect of this fhall be a holy fecurity and lerenity 
of mind in all his faithful loyal flibjedts. In his days, under his 
dominion, Judah Jhall be faved, and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely, i. e. 
all the fpiritual feed of believing Abraham, and praying Jacob, fhall 
be protected from the curfe of heaven, and the malice of hell ; fhall 
be privileged from the arrefts of God's law, and delivered from the 
attempts of Satan's power j fhall be faved from fin, the guilt and 
dominion of it, and then fhall dwell fafely, and be quiet from the 
fear of all evil. See Luke i. 74, 75. Thofe that fhall be faved 
hereafter from the wrath to come, may 'dwell fafely now ; for if God 
he for us, who can be agahift us? In the days of Chrift's government 
in the foul, when he is uppermoft there, the foul dwells at eafe. 

(3.^ He is here fpoken of as 77?* Lord our righteoufnefs. Obferve, 
(1.) Who and what he is: As God he is Jehovah, the incommu- 
nicable name of God fpeaking his eternity and felf-exiftence : As 
Mediator, he is our t 



ftice of God for the fin of man,, he has brought in an dverlaftinw 
righteoufnefs, and fo made it over to us in the covenant of 
that upon our believing confent to that covenant, it becomefours > 
His being JehtrOah our righteoufnefs implies, that he is fo our riph 
teoufnefs as no creatufe could be : He is a fovereign, all-fuffi c i e j lt ' 
eternal righteoufnefs : All oufr righ teoufnefs has its being from him* 
and by him it fubfifts$ and we are made the righteoufnefs of God 
in him; . (21) The profeffion and declaration of this, This is th> 
name whereby he Jhall be called $ not only he fhall be fo, but he 
fhall be known to be fo; God (hall call him by this name, for h& 
fhall appoint him to be inir righteoufnefs. By this name Ifrael fhall 
call him$ every true believer (hall call him, and call upon hirn 
That is our righteoufnefs, by which} as an allowed plea, we are ju- 
ftified before God, acquitted from guilty and accepted into favour* 
and nothing elfe have we to plead but this, u Chrift has died, y ea ' 
4C rather is rifen again,*' and we have taken him for our Lord. * 
3. This great falvation which will come to the Jews in the latter 
days of their ftate, after their returh Out of Babylon, fhall be fo 
illuftrious, as far to outfhine the dfelivferance of Ifrael out of Egypt* 
ver. 7, 8. They Jhall ?io more fay the Lord liveth that brought ul 
Ifrael out of Egypt, but, The Lord liveth that brought them up out 0 f 
the north. This we had before, bbap. xvi: 14$ 15: But here it feems 
to point more plainly than it did there to the days of the Meffiah 
and to compare not fo much the two deliverances themfelves, givino- 
the preference to the latter, as the two ftates to which the church 
by degrees grew after thofe deliverances. Obfervfe the proportion : 
Juft 480 years after they were come out of Egypt Solomon's tem- 
ple was built, 1 Kings vi. 1. and at that time that nation^ which 
was fo wonderfully brought up out of Egypt, was gradually arrived 
to its height, to its zenith : Juft 490 years (70 weeks) after they 
came out of Babylon, Meffiah the Prince fet up the gofpel- temple> 
which was the greateft glory of that nation, that was fo wonder- 
fully brought out of Babylon ; fee Dan. ix. 24, 25. Now the 
fpiritual glory of the fecond part of that nation, efpecially as tranf- 
ferred to the gofpel- church, is much more admirable and illuftrious 
than all the temporal glory of the firft part of it in the days of 
Solomon 1 for that was no glory, compared with the glory which 
excelleth. 



9. J Mine heart within me is broken, becaufe of the 
prophets, all my bones fhake : I am like a drunken man, 
and like a man whom wine hath overcome ; becaufe of 
the LORD, and becaufe of the words of his holinefs, 
10. For the land is full of adulterers, for becaufe of 
fwearing the land mourneth : the pleafant places of the 
wildernefs are dried up, and their courfe is evil, and 
their force is not right. 11. For both prophet and 
prieft are profane, yea, in my houfe have I found their 
wickednefs, faith the LORD. 12. Wherefore their 
way fhall be unto them as flippery ways in the darknefs: 
they fhall be driven on and fall therein : for I will 
bring evil upon them, even the year of their vifitation, 
faith the LORD. 13. And I have feen folly in the 
prophets of Samaria, they prophefied in Baal, and 
caufed my people Ifrael to err. 14. I have feen alfo in 
the prophets of Jerufalem an horrible thing : they com- 
mit adultery, and walk in lies : they ftrengthen alfo the 
hands of evil doers, that none doth return from his wic- 
kednefs : they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 15. Therefore thus 
faith the LORD of hofts concerning the prophets, Be- 
hold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them 
drink the water of gall : for from the prophets of Je- 
rufalem is profanenefs gone forth into all the land. 
16. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, Hearken not unto 
the words of the prophets that prophefy unto you y they 
make you vain : they fpeak a vifion of their own heart, 
and not out of the mouth of the LORD. 17. They 
fay ftill unto them that defpife me, The LORD hath 
faid, Ye fhall have peace ; and they fay unto every one 
that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No 
evil fhall come upon you. 18. For who hath ftoodin 
the counfel of the LORD, and hath perceived and 
heard his word ? who hath marked his word and heard 
it? 19. Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD hath 
gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind, it fhall 
fall grievoufly upon the head of the wicked. 20. The 
anger of the LORD lhaH not return, until he have 
executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of 
his heart : in the latter days ye fhall confider it per- 
fectly. 21. I have not fent thefe prophets, yet they 
ran : I have not fpoken to them, yet they prophefied 
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v people to hear riiy \Vordsj then they ftiould have 
irnzd them from their evil way> and from the evil of 
their doings. 23* 

T ORD, and hot a God afar off? .24: Can any hide 
himfelf ' in fecret places j that 1 fhall hot fee him ? 
faith the LORD : do not I fill heaven and earth ? 
faith the LORD. 25- I # have heard what the prophets 
faid, that prophefy lies in my name; faying, I have 
dreamed, I have dreamed: 26; How long fhall this 
be in the heart of the prophets ^ that prophefy lies ? 
yea, they ate prophets of the deceit of their own. heart 5 
Which think to caufe my people to forget my 
name by their dreams which they tell every man to his 
neighbour, as their fathers have fdrgotten my name, for 
Baal. 28. The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell 
a dream % and he that hath my word, let him fpeak 
m y word faithfully : what is the chaff to the wheat ? 
faith the LORD. 29; Is not my word like as a fire ? 
faith the LORD t and like a hammer that breaketh 



the rock in pieces ? 30. Therefore behold, I dfn a- 
sainft the prophets, faith the LORD, that fteal my 

31. Behold, I 

am againft the prophets, faith the LORD, that ufe 



■words, every one from his neighbour. 



their tongues, and fay, He faith; 32. Behold, I am 
acainfl them that prophefy falfe dreams, faith the 
LORD, and do tell them; and caufe my people to 
err by their lies and by their lightnefs, yet I fent them 
not, nor commanded them : therefore they fhall not 
profit this people at all^ faith the LORE). 

Here is a long leflbn for the falfe prophets : As none were more 
bitter and fpiteful againft God's true prophets than they, fo there 
were none on whom the true prophets were more fevere ; and 
juftly. The prophet had complained to God of thofe falfe pro- 
phets, chap. xiv. 13. and had often foretold that they fhould be 
involved in the common ruin, but here they have woes of their 

own. .... . ..... ; 

1. He exprcfleth trie deep concern tHat he was under upon this j 
account, and what a trouble it was to him td fee men that .pre- | 
tended to a divine commiflion and, infpiration^ ruining themfelves 
and the people among whom they dwelt^by their falfhood and trea- 
chery, ver. 9. My heart within me is broken , / am like a drunken 
man. His head was in confufion with wonder and aftonifhment, 
his heart was under oppreflion with grief arid vexation. Jeremiah 
was a man that laid things much to heart, and what was any 
way threatriing to his country made a deep impreflion upon his 
fpirits. He is here in trouble, (r.) Becdufe of the prophets, and 
their fin, the falfe doctine they preached, the wicked lives they 
lived ; efpecially it filled him with horror, to hear them making 
ufe of God's narhej and pretending to have their inftructions.frdm 
him. Never was the Lord fo abufed, and the woi'ds of his holinefs, 
as by thefe men; Note, The difllonour done to God's name, and 
the profanation of his holy word, is the greateft grief imaginable to 
a gracious foul. (2.) Becaufc of the Lord, and his judgments, that 
by this means are brought in upon us like a deluge. He trembled 
to think of that ruin and defolatioti which was coming from the 
face of the Lord, (fo the word is) and from the face of the word of 
bis holinefs, which will be inflicted by the power of God's wrath, 
according to the threatnings of his word, confirmed by his holinefs. 
Note* Thofe that have God for therrt, yet cannot but tremble to 
think of the mifery of thofe that have God againft them. 

2. He larhents the abounding abominable wickednefs of the land, 
and the prefent tokens of God's difpleafure they were under for it, 
ver. jo. The land is full of adulterers, it is full both of fpiritual and 
corporal whoredom j they go a whoring from God, and having caft 
off the fear of him* ho marvel that they abandon themfelves to all 
manner of lewdnefs : and having difhonoured themfelves and their 
own bodies, they difhonour God and his name by rafh arid falfe 
Scaring, becaufe of which the land ?nourns. Both perjury and com- 
mon fwearihg are fins, for which a land muft mourn in true re- 
pentance, or it will be made to mourn uiider the judgments of God. 
Their land mourned now under the judgment of famine, the plea - 
font places, or rather the fqfli&is, or j as forrie read it, the habita- 
tions of the wildemefs, are dried up for want of rain, and yet we 
fee no figns of repentance ; they anlwer not the ends of the cor- 
rection : the tenor and tendency of mens conver fat ions is finful, 
their courfe continues evil, as bad aa ever* and they will not be 
diverted from it. They have a great deal of refolution, but it is 
^rned the wrong way, are %ealotifly ajfetfed, but not in a good thing, 
their force is not right ; their heart is fully fet in them to do evil, 
and they are not valiant for the truth, have not courage enough to 
break off their evil courfes, though they fee God thus contending* 
with them. 5 

3» He chargeth it all upon the prophets and priefts, efpecially 
the prophets. They are both profane, ver. 11. the priefts profane 

the ordinances of God they pretend to adminift$r, the prophets 



profane the word of God they pretend to deliver ; their coriverfe 
and all their . converfatioh is profane, and. then it is not ftranee 
that the people are fo debauched! % .They both play ih' e hypcrite, 
Co fome read it j under facred preterifiohs they carry on the vileftde- 
figns: yea/ndt only in their own houfes, and the ill houfes they fre- 
quent, put in my houfe have I found their wickednefs • in the temple, 
where the priefts miniftred, where the prophets prophefied, there 
were they guilty both of idolatry and immorality, . See a woful 
inftance in Hophni and Phinehas^ 1 Sam', ii. 22; God fearcheth 
his houfe; .ahd f what wickednefs is there he will find it out; and 
the rfearer ft is to him, the more offenfive it is; Two things are 
charged .upon them : . 

(i.) .That they taught people ii? Jin by their examples: He com- 
pares them with the prophets of Samaria, the head city of the 
kingdom of the ten tribes, which had been long fince laid wafte. 
It was the. folly of the prophets of Samaria* that they prophefied in 
Baal, in Baal's name, fo Ahab's prophets did, and fo they caufed 
my people Ifrael h err, to forfake the fervice of the true God, and 
to wbrfhip Baal, ver\ 13: , .Now the prophets of Jerufalem did not 
do fo, they prophefied in the name of the true God, and valued 
themfelves upon that, that they were riot like the prophets of Sa- 
maria, who prophefied in Baal ; but what the better^ when they 
debauched the nation as much by their immoralities; as the other 
had done by their idolatries: It is a horrible thing in the prophets 
of Jerufalem, that they make ufe of the name of the holy God, 
and yet wallow in all manner of impurity ; they make nothing of 
committing adultery, they make ufe of the name of the God of 
truth, 3hd yet walk in lies 3 they hot only prophefy lies; but in 
common converfation one cannot believe a word they fay; It is 
all either jeft and banter, or fraud and defign. Thus they encou- 
rage finners to go on in their wicked ways ; for every one" will fay. 
Surely we may do as the prophets do. ; who can expect that we 
fhould be better than our teachers ? By this means it is, that none 
doth return from his wickednefs ; but they all (ay they fhall have 
peace, though they go on, for their prophets tell them lo. By this 
means Judah and Jerufalem are. become as Sodom and Gomorrah, 
that were wicked, and finners before the Lord exceedingly, and God 
looked upon them accordingly, as fit for nothing but to be deftroy- 
ed, as they were, with fire and brimftone; 

(i.) That they encouraged people in fin by their falfe prophefied 
They made themfelves believe there was no harm, no danger in fin* 
and practlfed accord inglyj and then no marvel they made others 
believe fbtob; ver.i6. They fpeak d vifion if their own heart; it is the 
product of their own invention^ and agrees with their own incli- 
nation, but it is not out of the mouth of the Lord ; he never dictated 
it to them, nor doth it agree either with the law of Mofes, or with 
what God has fpoken by other prophets. They tell finners it fhall 
Be well with them^ though they perfift in their fins, ver. 18. 
See here who they are th3t they encourage ; thofe that defpife God 9 
that flight his authority; and have low and mean thoughts of his 
inftitutions; and thofe that walk after the imagination of their own 
heart, that are worfhippers of idols, and (laves to their own lufls ; 
thofe that are devoted to their pleafures, put contempt upon their 
God. x Yet fee how thefe prophets carefled and flattered them : 
they fhould have been ftill faying, There is no peace to them that 
go on in their evil ways, thofe that defpife God fhall be lightly 
ejleemed ; wo, and a thoufand woes to them ; but they ftill faid, 
Ye ftjall have peace, no evil Jhall come upon you. And, which was 
worft of ail, they told them,- God had faid fb ; fo making him to 
patronize fin, and to contradict himfelf ? Note, Thofe that are 
refolved to go oh in their evil ways^ will juftly be given up to be- 
lieve the ftrong delufions cf thofe that tell therri they fhall have 
peace, though they go on. 

4. God difowns all that thefe falfe prophets faid to footh people 
up in their fins, ver. 21. I have not fent thefe prophets, they never 
had any miflion from God, . they were not only not fent by him oil 
this errand, but they Were never fent by him on any errand, he 
never had employed them in any fervice or bufihefs for him 5 and 
as to this matter* whereas they pretended to have inftrudtions from 
him to aflure this people of peace, he declares he never gave them 
any fuch inftructions ; yet they were very forward, they ran, they 
were very bold, they prophefied without any of that difficulty with 
which the true prophets fometimes ftruggled. They faid to fin- 
ners, Tou Jhall have peace. But iter. ioC Who hath flood in the coun- 
fel of the Lord, i.e. who of you hath* that are fo confident of this? 
You deliver this meflage with a great deal of afTurance^ but have 
you confulted God about it ? No, you never confidered whe- 
ther it be agreeable to the difcoveries God has made of himfelf, 
whether it will corifift with the honour of his holinefs and juftice, 
to let finners go unpunifhed ? You have not perceived and heard 
his wordy nor tnarked that, you have not compared this with the 
fcripture 5 if you had taken notice of that, and of the conftaht 
tenor of it, you would never have delivered fuch a meflage. The 
prophets themfelves muft try the fpirits by the touchftone of the 
law and of the teftimony, as well as thofe to whom they prophefy ; 
but which of thofe did fo that prophefied of peace ? That they did 
not Jldnd in God 9 s counfel nor hear his word, is proved afterwards, 
ver. 22i If they had flood in my counfel as they pretend, They 
would have made the fcriptures their ftandard, they n would have 

caufed rhy people to hear ?ny words 7 and would have confeientioufly 
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Icept clofe to thepi. But not fpeaking according to that rule, it is 
: a plaifl evidence there is no light hi them,. (2.) They would have 
' made the converfion of fouls their bufinefs, and would have aimed 
at that in kll' tji'eir preaching ; they would have done all they could. 
' to turn peop\e f fro?n their evil way in general, and from all. the : par- 
■ ticular evil 'of ititir 'doings. They would have encouraged and af- 
! lifted the reformation of manners, would have made this their fcope 
I in all their;- preaching, to part between men and their fins ; but 
•it appeared this w^.ja thing they never aimed at, but, on the con- 
'•trary, to encourage ; finners in their fin. (3.) They would have 
had fome'feals of thejr miniftry. This fenfe our translation gives 
it, if they had flood in my counfel, and the words they had preached 
had-, been my words,* then they fhould have turned them from their 
■evil way. . A .divine power fhould have gone along with the word, 
for the convi&ion of firiners y God will own his own 
Yet thisis .no certain ''rule, Jeremiah himfelf, though God fent 
him, prevailed 'with but few to turn from their evil way. 
~ 5. God threatens to ^>unifh thefe prophets for their wickednefs. 
They promifed the -people peace*, and to fhew theni the folly of that, 
God tells them f'hey fhoiild have no peace themfelves ; they were 
very unfit to warrant 'the -people, and pate their word to them, 
that no evil {hall come upon them, when all evil is coming upon 
themfelves, and they are 'not aware of it, ver. 12. Becaufe the 
prophets and .priefts are profane, therefore their zvays Jhall be unto 
them as foppery ways in the darknefs : They that undertake to lead 
others, becaufe they miflead them, and know they do fo, they fhall 
themfelves have no comfort in their way. (1) They pretend to 
Ihevv others the way, but they fhall themfelves be in the dark, or in 
a mift, their light or fight fliall fail; fo that they fhall not be able 
to look before them, .fhall have no forecaft for themfelves. (2.) 
They pretend to give aflurances to others, but they themfelves fhall 
And no firm footing, their ways Jhall he to them as Jlippery ways, 
in which they fhall not go with any fteadinefs, fafety, or fatisfac- 
tion. (3.) They pretend to make the people eafy with their flatte- 
ries, but they fhall themfelves be uneafy, they Jhall be driven, for- 
ced forward as captives, or making their efcape as thofe that are 
purfued, and they Jhall fall in the way by which they hoped to e- 
fcape, and fo fall into the enemies hands. (4.) They pretend to 
prevent the evil that threatens others, but God will bring evil upon 
them, even the year of their vifoation, the time fixed for calling 
them to an account ; and fuch a time is fixed concerning all that do 
not judge themfelves ; and it will be an evil time. The j>ear of vi- 
frtaiion is the year of recompences; It is further threatned, ver. 15. 
/ will feed the?n with wormwood, or poifon, with that which is 
not only naufeous, but noxious, and ?nake them drink waters of gall, 
or, as fome read it, juice of hemlock, fee chap. ix. 15. And juftly 
is the cup of trembling put into their hand firft, for from the pro- 
phets of Jerufalem, that fhould have been patterns of piety and every 
thing that is praife worthy, even from them is profanenejs gone forth 
into all the lands. Nothing more effe&ually debaucheth a nation 

. than the debauchery of minifters. 

6. The people are here warned not to give any credit to thefe 
falfe prophets ; for though they flattered them with hopes of impu- 
nity, the judgments of God would certainly break out againft them, 
unlefs they repented, ver. 16. Take notice what God faith, and 
hearken not to the words of thefe prophets-, for you will find in the 
ifilie God's word fhall fland, and not theirs. God's word will make 
you ferious, but they make you vain, feed you with vain hopes, 
which will fail you at iaft. They tell you, no evil Jhall come upon 
you; but hear what Gcd faith, ver. 19. Behold, a zvhirlwind of the 
Lord is gone forth in fury, they tell you, all fhall be calm and fe- 
rene, but God tells you, there is a ftorm coming, a whirlwind of 
the Lord, of his fending, and therefore there is nc 
it : It is a whirlwind raifed by divine wrath ; it is gone forth in fury, 
a wind that is brought forth out of the treafuries of divine vengeance, 
and therefore it is a grievous whirlwind, and fhall light heavy, with 
rain and hail upon tke head of the zuicked, which they cannot avoid, 
nor find any fhelter from. It fhall fall upon the wicked prophets 
themfelves, that deceived the people, and the wicked people that 
fuffered themfelves to be deceived. A horrible tempejl fhall be the 
portion of their cup, Pfalm xi. 6. This fentence is bound on as ir- 
reverfible, ver. 20. The anger of the Lord Jl) all not return, fcr the 
decree is gone forth, God v/ill not alter his mind, nor fuffer his an- 
ger to be turned away, fill he have executed the fentence, and per- 
formed the thoughts of his heart. God's whirlwind when it comes 
down from heaven retumeth not thither, but accomplijheth that for 
zvhich he fent it, I/a. lv* 11. This they v/ill not confider now, but 
in the latter days. ye Jhall conjider it perfeclly, confider it with under- 

Jianding : So the word is, or, zvith confederation. Note, Thofe that 
v/ill not fear the threatnings fhall feel the execution of them, #nd 
will then perfectly underjland v/hat they will not now admit the evi- 
dence of, what a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of a juffc 
and jealous God. They that will not confider in time, will be 
made to confider when it is too late. Son, remember. 

7. Divers things are here offered to the confideration of thefe 
falie prophets for their conviction, that, if poflible, they might be 
brought to recant their error, and acknowledge the cheat they had 
.put upon God's people. 

1. Let them confider, that though they may impofe upon men, 
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fallacies, . but God can and doth. 



Here. 



their 



. ( 1.) God afferts his own omniprefence and omnifcience in o- 
Jal, 24. When they told, the people that no evil £u 

befal them though they went on in their evil ways, they went u 
atheiftical principles, 1 that the Lord doth not fee their fin, than!* 
cannot judgfe through thfe dark cloud, that he will not require 
and therefore they muft be taught the firft principles of their rr' 
gion, and confronted, with the moft inconteftable felf-evident truth ^ 
. (1.) That though God'&tfirohe is prepared in the heavens, and tK 
earth feems to be at ^ diftance from him,* .yet he is a God here 
this lower world which feems to he afar off^ as well as in the u& n m 
world, which feems to be at hand, ver. 23; The eye of Go] 
is the fame on earth that it fs in heavefi ; here it runs to and 
fro as well as there, 2 Chron. xvi. 9; And what is in the minds of 
men, whofe fpirits are vailed in flefll* is as clearly feen by him 
what is in the mind of angels, thofe unvailed fpirits above that for 
round his throne. The power of God is the fame on earth amon* 
the inhabitants of that, that it is in heaven aimong the armies of 

that; with us nearnefs and diftance make a great difference both 
in our obfervations and our operations, but it not fo with God- 
to him darknels and light, at hand, and afar off, are both alike* 
(2.) That how ingenious and induftrious foever men are to difgujfe 
themfelves, and their own characters and counfels, they cannot 
poffibly be concealed from God's all-feeing eye, ver. 24. Can am 
hide himfelf in the fecret places of the earth, that I Jhall not fa 
him? Can any hide his projedts and intentions in the fecret places 
of the heart, that I fhall not fee them ? No arts of concealment- 
can hide men from the eye of God, nor deceive his judgment of 
them. (3.) That he is every where prefent ; he doth not only rule 
heaven and earth, and uphold both by his univerfal providence, but 
he fills heaven and earth by his eflential prefence, Pfahn exxxix 
7,8, &c. No place can either include him, or exclude him. 

(2.) He applies this to thefe prophets, that had a notable art of 
difguifing themfelves, ver. 25, 26. I have heard what the prophets 
faid, that prophefy lies in my name : they thought he was fo v/holly 
taken up with the other world, that he had no leifure to take co<r. 
nizance of what palled in this : But God will make them know 
that he knows all their impoftures, all the fhams they have put upon 
the world under colour of divine revelation. What they intended 
to humour the people with, they pretended to have had from God 
in a dream, when there: was no fuch thing. This they could not 
difcover ; if a man tell me he dreamed fo and fo, I cannot contra- 
di£fc him ; he knows I cannot ; but God difcovered the fraud. Per- 
haps the falfe prophets whifpered what they had to fay in the ears of 
fuch as were their confidents, faying, fo and fo / have dreamed, but 
God overheard them. The heart-fearching eye of God traced 
them in all the methods they took to deceive the people, and he 
cries out, How long? Shall I always bear with them? Is it in 
the hearts of thofe prophets (fo fome read it) to be ever prophefyint 
lies ? And prophejying the deceits of their own hearts ? Will they 
never fee what an affront they put upon God, what an abufe they 
put upon the people, and what judgments they are preparing for 
themfelves ? 

2. Let them confider, that their palming upon people counter- 
feit revelations, and fathering their own fancies upon divine infpira- 
tions, was the ready way to bring all religion into contempt, and 
make men turn atheifts and infidels; 

they really intended, though they frequently made mention of 
the name of God, and prefaced all they faid with, Thus faith 
the Lord. Yet, faith God, They think to caufe my people to forget 
my name, by their drea??is : they del igned to draw people off from the 
worfhip of God, from all regard to God's laws and ordinances, and 
the true prophets, as their fathers forgot God's name for Baal. Note, 
The great thing Satan aims at is to make people forget God, and 
all that whereby he has made himfelf known ; and he has many 
fubtle methods to bring them to this : fometimes he doth it by fetting 
up falfe gods, bring' men in love with Baal, and they foon forget 
the name of God ; fometimes by mifreprefenting the true God, as 
if he were altogether fuch a one as ourfelves : Pretences to new re- 
velation may prove as dangerous to religion, as the denying of all 
revelation ; and falfe prophets in God's name may perhaps do more 
mifchief to the power of godlinefs, than falfe prophets in Baal's 
name, as being lefs guarded againft. 

3. Let them confider what a vaft difference there was between 
their prophecies, and thofe that were delivered by the true prophets 
of the Lord, ver. 28. The prophet that has a dream, which was 
that way of Infpiration that the falfe prophets moft pretended to, if 
he has a dream, lit him tell it as a dream ; fo Mr. Gataker reads it; 
let him lay no more ftrefs upon it than men do upon their dreams, 
nor expeel any more regard to be had to it 5 let them not fay, 
it is from God, nor call their fool ifli dreams divine oracles; but let 
the true prophet that has my word, fpeak my word faithfully ^ fp ea ^ 
it as a truth ; fo fome read it ; let him keep clofe to his inftrufli- 
ons, and you will foon perceive a vaft difference between the dreams 
that the falfe prophets tell, and the divine dictates which the true 
prophets delivery he that pretends to have a meflage from God, 
whether by dream or voice, let him declare it, and it will eafily 
appear which is of God, and which is not. Thofe that have fpin- 

tual fenfes exercifed will be able to diftinguifh, for what is the cbojf 
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to the wheat ? The promifes of peace which thefe prophets make to 
ou are no more to be compared to God's promifes, than chaff;, to 
wheat* Men's fancied are light, and vain,, and worthlefs, as the 
chaff * which Vie,Wmd drives away.. But the -frord of God hathj 
fubftance ill it ; it is of value; is food for the foul, the bread of life.* 
Wheat was the^ftaple commodity of Canaan, that valley of vifion* 
Deut. viii. 8. E%ek. xxvii. 17. There is as much difference be- 
tween the vain, fancies of men*and the pure 

tween the chaff and the wheat* } It follows, ver. 29. Is not my 
ivord like a fire, faith the Lord ? Is their word €0 ? Has it the power 
and efficacy that the word of God has? No, nothing like it;, there 
is no more companion than between painted fire and real fire. 
Theirs is like an ignis fatuits, leading men into by-paths, and dart- 
serous precipices. Note, The Word of God is -like fire.. The 
]aw was a fiery law, Deut. xxiii. 2. and df the gofpel, , Chrift faith; 
/ am come to fend fire otfthe e'&rth, Luke xii. 49. Fire has diffe- 
rent effects, according as, the matter is on which it works ; it har- 
dens clay; but foftens w£x ; it confiimes the drofs, but purifies the 

favour of life unto life\ to 
4eath. God appeals here to the confciences of 

Has 



I Will even foirfake you, faith the LORD qa AnA 



«4 W* . « . burden of the LOR57 
nifli that man and his houfe. . 35. Thus fhall ye fay 
every one to his neighbour, and every one to his bro- 
ther;.. What hath the T.ORD arifwered? and, What 

Tnijr . „ - 36. Arid the burden of the 

LU ^ y e mention no more : for every man's 

word lhall be his burden* fnr ™ ^-JJL—A 



hath the LORD fpoken ? 
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others of death ttnti 

thofe to whom the ^rord was lent, is not my ix 
it not been, fo to you,? Zech. u 6; fpeak as yoix 

compared likewife to a hammer^ breaking the rock in pieces. ; the un- 
humbled heart of mail is like a rock, if it will not be melted by the 
word of God as the fifc,^ it will be broken to pieces by it as the ham- 
mer. Whatever opposition, is given to the word, it will be born 

down and broken to pieces; , fi t ; ... . r< 

4. Let them confider, that tohile they went on in this couife, 
God was againft them. Three times they are told this, ver. 30, 
^ 1, 32. Behold, I a?n againjl the prophets. They pretended to be 
for God^ and made ufe of Jhis name, but were really againft him ; 
he looks upon them as they were really, . and is againjl them.. How 
can they be long (afe, oivat all eafy, that have a God of almighty 
power againft them? vVhile thefe prophets were promifing peace 
to the people; God was proclaiming war againft: them. They ftand 
indifled here, 

i; For robbery 5 They Jlcal my ivord every one fro/n his neighbour. 
Some underftand it of that word of God which the good prophets 
preached ; they ftqle their fermons; their expreffions, and mingled 
therri with their dwii; as huckfters mingle bad wares with fome good 
to make them vendible. Thofe that tvere ftrahgers to the fpirit of 
the true prophets, mjmicked their language, picked up fome good 
fayirlg^ of theirs,, and delivered them to the people as if they had 
been their own, but with an ill grace ; it was not of a piece with 
the reft of their difcourfes. , The legs of the lame are not equaL fo is 
a f arable in the mouth of fools^ Prov. xxvi. 7. Others underftand 
it of the word of God as it was received aiid entertained by fome 
of the people ; they Jlole it out of their hearts, . as the wicked one 



LORD fpokeh ? . 38. But fith ye fay; The burden of 
the LORD % therefore thus faith the LORD, Becaufe 
you . fay this word; The burden of the LORD, and I 
have fent unto you,, faying; Ye fliall not fay, The bur- 
den of the LORD:. 39. Therefore behold, I, even I 



good feed of the word, Mat. xiii. 
19. By. their Jniinuatioris they diminifhed the authority, and fo 
Weakened the efficacy of the word of God upon the minds of thofe 

that feemed to be. under eohvi&iohs by it. . 

2i They ftand indicted for counterfeiting the broad leal; There- 
fore God is againft them, ver. 31. becaule they ufe their tongues at 
their pleafure, in.their difcourfes to the people, they fay what they 
themfelves think fit, and then father it upon God, pretend they Had 
it from him, and iky, He faith, it- 9 Some read it, they fmooth their 
tongues, they are very complaifant to the people, and fay nothing 
but what is . pleafing^ and plaufible • they never reprove them, 
or threaten them, but ^ their Words are fmoother than butter ; thus 
they ingratiate themfelves with therh^ and get money by them, arid 
they have the impudence arid impiety to mate God the patrori of* 
their lies 5 they fay, he faith foi What greater indignity can be 
tione to the God of truth* than to lay the brats of the father of lies 
at his door ? 

3. They ftand indicted as common cheats j ver. 32* I am againft 
them, for tlity.prophejy falfe dreams, pretending that to be a divine 
infpiration, which, is but ari invention of their own; this is a hor- 
rid fraud ; nor will it excule them to iay, caveat emptor, arid fi po- 
fulus vult decipi y decipiatur : Noj it i£ the people's fault that they err, 
that tliey take things upori truft, and do notary rhe fpirits j but it 
much more their fauit, that tHey caufe God's people to err by their 
lies, and by their lightriefs, by the ilatteries of their preaching, 
loothing them up in their fins, arid by the loofenefs and lewdnefs of 
*eir con verfation, encouraging them to perfift in them.. (1.) God 
Giiowns their having any commiffion from hiriij / fent them not, 
*w commanded them ; they are not God's meflengers, npr is what 
th 5£ fay, his meflage. (2.) He therefore juftly denies his blefting 
them. ^ therefore they Jhall not profit this people at all. AH the 
P r ont they aim at is to make them eafy, but they fhall riot fo much 
as do that 5 for God's providences will at the fame time be making 
iem pneafy. They do not profit this people, fo fome 1 read it ; and 
j^ore is implied than is exprefled ; they not only do theni no good, 
bu t do them a great deal of hurt. . Note, Thofe that corrupt the 
Word of God, while they pretend to preach it, are fo far from 

edifymg the church, that they do it the greateft mifchief ima- 
ginable. * & 



It is will utteHy forget you, and I will, forfake you, and the 

city that, I gave you and your fathers, and caji you out 
of my prefence. 40. And I will bring an everlafting 
reproach upon you; and a perpetual lhame^ which fhall 
not be forgotten: 

, The profanenefs of the people, with that of the prlefts and 
prophet, is here reproved in a particular inftarice, which mayfeeni 
of fmall moment in comparifon of their, greater crimes ; but pro- 
fanenefs iri common difcburfe, arid the debauching of the language 
of a nation, beiri^ a notorious evidence of the prevalency of^ wic^ 
kednefs in it, we are hot to think it ftrange, that this matter was 
fo largely and warmly infifted upori here. Obferve, 

1 . ( The fin here charged upon tHerii is bantering God's prophets^ 
and the dialed* the^ ufed^ and jefting with facred things, they 
asked j what is the burden of the Lord? ver. 33. and ver. 34. they 
fay, the burden of the- Lord, and ver. 3S. This was the word that 
gave. great offence to God, that whenever they fpake of the vjord of 
the Lordy they" called it in . fcorn arid derifion, the burden of the 
Lord. Now, • ( r.) This was the word that the prophets much ufed, 
and ufed it ferioullyi .to fhew tvhat a weight the word of God was 
upon their fpirits, of what importance it was, and how prefiin sly 
it ftiould come upon thofe that heard it : The words of the falfe 
prophets had riothing ponderous in them • but God's words had i 
thofe were as chaffy thefe as wheat. Now the profane fcoffers took 
this word, and made. a jeft and a by- word of it- they niade people 
merry y/ith it, that fo,. when the prophets ufed it, they might not: 
make people ferious.ivith it. . Note, It has been the artifice of Sa- 



tan in. all ages, to obftrucSt the efficacy of facred things, by turning 
them into matter of fpbrt and ridicule • the xiiocking of God's mef- 
fengersj was the bafHing of his mefTages.. (2.) Perhaps this word 
was catched at^ and reproached by the fcoffers as an improper word, 
new-coined by_the prophets, and not ufed in that fehfe by any claf- 
fick author. It was only in this and the laft age, that the third of 
the Lord was called the burden of the Lord, and it could not be 
found in their lexicons to have that figniflcatiorii But if men take 
a liberty, as we fee they.do, to forrri new phrafes which thsv think 
more expreffive and fignificant in other parts of learning, why not 
in divinity ? But efpecially we muft obferve it as a rule; that the 
Spirit of God is not tied to our rules of fpeaking.' (3.) Some think 
that, becaufe when the word of the Lord is called a burden* it figni- 
fies fome word of reproof and th reatri in g which Would lay load upori 
the hearers (yet I know not whether that obfervation will always 
hold) that in, ufing this word the burthen of the Lord In a canting 
wayj they reflected upori God as always bearing hard upon them£ 
always teazing thern^ always frightriing them, arid fo making the 
word of God a perpetual urieafinefs to them: They make the word 
of God a burthen to themfelves,- and then quarrel with the ministers 
for making it a burthen to them. Thus the fcoffers of the latter 
days, while they .flight heaven and falvation, reproach faithful mi- 
nifters for preaching hell arid cfamnatioii. Upon the whole we may 
obferve^ That how., light foe ver men may make of itj the great 
God takes notice of and is much difpleafed with thofe that burlefque 
facred things, and that, they may make a jeft of fcripture truths and 
laws, put jefts" upon fcripture language. In fuch wit as this I aril 
fare there is no wifdpm,- and fo it will appear at laft. Be ye not 
mockers, left your bands be made Jlrbng. Thofe" that were here guilty 
of this fin were fome of the falfe prophets, who perhaps came to 
fteal the word of God from the true prophets^ fome of the priefts 
who perhaps came to feek occafions againft them on which to ground 
an information, and fome of the people who had learned of the 
profane pf iefts and prophets to play with the things of God. The 
people would hot have affronted the prophet and his God thus, i£ 

the priefts and the prophets, thofe ringleaders of mifchief, had not 
(hewn theift the way; 

2. W"hen they are reproved for this profane way of fpeaking^ 
Q i * a a t i • t ■ they are direcfed how to exprefe themfelves more decently. We do 

x>ri(C<l 11 1 U thlS P eo P le > Or the prdpllet, or a I no t find that the prophets are drafted to make no more, ufe of dm 

mail ask thee, faying a What is the burden of the words wc find it ufed long afcer this, Ztch, lx> i. M$k u u 
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by Jeremiah either before or after. It is true indeed* that in. many 
cafes it is advifeable to make ufe of no fuch words and things a* fome 
have made an ill ufe of, and it may be prudence to avoid fuch phra- 
fes, as, though innocent enough, are in danger of being perverted 
and made ftumbling blocks: But here God will have the prophet 
Hick to his rule, chap. xv. 19. Let them return unto thee, but it- 
turn not thou unto them. Do not thou leave off ufing this word, but 
let them leave off abufing it ; ye foall not me?ition the burden of the 1 
■Lord any more in this profane carelefs manner, wr. 36. for -it is per? 
verting the words of the living God, and making an ill ufe of them, 
which is an impious dangerous thing, for confider he is the Lord of 
hojis our God. Note, If we v/ill but look upon God, as we ought 
to do in his greatnefs and goodnels, and be but duly fenfible of our 
relation and obligation to him, it may be hoped, we will not dare 
to affront him by making a jeft of his words. It is an impudent 
thing to abufe him that is the living God, the Lord of hojls and our 
God. How then muft they exprefs themfelves ? He tells them, ver. 
37. Thus fijalt thou fay to the prophet, when thou art enquiring of 
him, What hath the Lord anfwered thee? jlnd what hath the Lord 
fpoken? And ver. 35. they muft fay thus, when they enquire of 
their neighbours. Note, We muft always fpeak of the things of 
God reverently and ferioufly, and as becomes the oracles of God. 
It is a commendable practice to enquire after the mind of God, to 
enquire of our brethren what they have heard, to enquire of our 
'prophets what they have to fay from God ; but then, to {hew that 
we do it for a right end, we muft do it after a right manner. Mi- 
ni fee rs may learn here, when they reprove people for what they fay 
and do amifs, to teach them how to fay and do better. 

3. Becaufe they would not leave off this ill way of fpeaking, 
though they were admoniftied of it, God threatens them herewith 
utter ruin; They would ftill fay, the burden of the Lord, though 
God had fent to them to forbid them, ver. 38. What little re- 
;ard have thofe to the divine authority, that will not be perfuaded 
by it to leave an idle word. But fee what will come of it. . 

1. Thbfe fhall be feverely reckoned with, that thus pervert the 
words cf God, that put a wrong conftru£tion on them, and make j 
an ill ufe of them ; and it fhall be made to appear, what a great 
provocation it is to God to mock his meffengers. I will even punijh 
that man and his houfe, whether he be prophet or prieft, or one of 
the common people, it fhall be vifited upon him, ver. 34. Per- 
verting God's word, and ridiculing the preachers of it, is a fin that 
brings ruining judgments upon families, and entails a curfe upon a 
houfe. Another threatning we have, ver. 36. Every man's word 
ft) all be his own burden, i. e. the guilt of this fin fhall be fo heavy 
upon him, as to fink him into the pit of deftruction. God Jhall 
wake their ozvn tongue to fall upon themfelves, Pfal. lxiv. 8; God 
will give them enough of their jeft, fo that the burden of the Lord 
they fhall have no heart to mention any more 5 it will be too heavy 
to make a jeft of. They are as the madman that cajleth fire-brands, 
arrozusy and death, while they pretend to be in fport. 

2. The words of God, though thus perverted, fhall be accom- 
plifhed. Do they ask, What is the burden of the Lord? Let the 
prophet ask them, what burden they mean ? Is it this? I will even 
forfeke you. This is the burden that fhall be laid and bound upon 
them, ver. 39, 40. Behold, I, even I will utterly forget you, a?td I will 
forfake you. I will leave you, and have no thoughts of returning 
to you. Thofe are miferable indeed, that are forfaken and forgotten 
of God, and mens bantering God's judgments will not baffle them. 
Jerufalem was the city God had taken to himfelf as a holy city, and 
then given to them and their fathers ; but that fhall now be forfaken 

God had taken them to be a people near to him, 
but they fhall now be cafl out of his prefence. They had been great 
and honourable among the nations, but now God will bring upon 
them an ever la/ling reproach, and a perpetual Jhamc \ both their fin 
and their punifhment fhall be their cverJafting difgrace. It is here 
upon record to their infamy, and will remain fo to the world's end. 
Note, God's word will be magnified and made honourable, when 
thofe that mock at it fhall be vilified and made contemptible. They 
that defpife me, fijall be lightly efteemed. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

In the clofe of the foregoing chapter, we had a general prediction of 
the utter nun of Jenfalcm, that it fijould be forfaken and forgotten-, 
which, whatever effeft it had upon others, we have rcajon to think 
made the prophet himfelf very melancholy : Notv in this chapter, 
God encourageih hi?n by J hewing him, that though the deflation 
feemed to be univerfal, yet all were not equally involved in it, but 
God knew how to di/linguifij, hozu to feparate between the precious 
and the vile. Some were gone into captivity already with feconiah, 
over them y crania h la?nented, but God tells him it Jhould turn to 
their good; others yet remained hardened in their fins, againfl 
whom Jeremiah had a jujl indignation : But thofe, God tells Imn, 
Jhould go into captivity, and it Jlmdd prove to their hurt. To in- 
form the prophet of this, and affect him with it; here is, (1.) A 
vijton of tzvo baskets of figs, one very good, and the other very bad, 
ver. I, — 3. (2.) The explication of this vifion, applying the good 
Jigs to thofe that were already jent into captivity for their good, 

ver. 4, — 7. The bad Jigs to thofe that Jhould hereafter be fent into 
.captivity for their burt> ver. 8 3 — 10. 



And we do not find it once ufed in this fenfe 



and forgotten. 





HE LORD fhewed mc, anu pencua, two baf 
JL . kets of figs were fet before the temple of the 



Nebuchadrezzar king of Babyl. 
tive Jeconiah the fon of Jehoiaki 



king bf Judahj and the princes of Judah, with the 
carpenters and fmiths from Jerufalem, and had broiio-h* 
them to Babylon; 2. One basket had very good fig s 
eve?i like the figs that are firft ripe : and the other bas- 
ket had very naughty figs* which could not be eaten' 
they were fo bad; \ 3. Then faid the LORD unto m e * 
What feeft thou, Jeremiah ?' and I faid, Figs : the good 
figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that cannot 
be eaten, tliey are fo evil. .4. 5 Again the word of 
the LORD came unto me, faying.- 5; Thus faith the 
LORD the God of Ifrael, Like thefe good figs* fo will 
I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of 
Judah, whom I have fent out of this place into the 
land of the Chaldeans for their good* 6. For I will 
fet mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring theni 
again to this land, and I will build them$ and not pull 
them, down and I will plant them* and not pluck them 
up. 7. And I will give them an heart to know me, 
that I am the LORD, and they fhall be my people,* 
and I will be their God : for they fhall return unto me 
with their whole heart. 8. -J. And as the evil figs, 
which cannot be eaten, they are. fo evil: (furelythus 
faith the LORD) fo will I give Zedekiah the king of 
Judah, and his princes, and : the refidue of Jerufalem, 
that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the 
land of Egypt. 9. And I will deliver them to be re- 
moved into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, 
to he a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curfe in 
ail places whither I fhall drive them. 10. And I will 
fend, the fword, the famine, and the peftilence among 
them, till they be confumed from off the land, that I 
gave unto them and to their fathers. 

• ■ 

This fhort chapter helps us to put a very comfortable conftrufti- 
on upon a great many long ones, by (hewing us, that the fame pro- 
vidence which to fome is a favour of death unto death ^ may by the 
grace, and bleffing of . God be made to others a favour of life unto 
life : And that though God's people (hare in the fame calamity, yet 
it is not the fame to them that it is to others, but is defigned for their 
o ood, and fhall hTue in their good ; to them it is a correcting rod 
in the hand of a tender father, while to others it is an avenging 
fword in the hand of a righteous judge. 

Obferye, 1. The date of this fermon. It was after, a little after, 
Jeconiah's captivity, ver. I. Jeconiah was himfelf a defpifed bro- 
ken vcffcl, but with him were carried away fome very valuable per- 
fons, Ezekiel for one, chap. i. 2. many of the princes of Jadah 
then went into captivity, Daniel and his fellows were carried off a 
little before ; of the people only the carpenters and the fmiths were 
forced away, either becaufe the Chaldeans needed fome ingenious 
men of thofe trades, they had a great plenty of aftrologers and ftar- 
gazers, but a great fcarcity of fmiths and carpenters ; or becaufe 
the Jev/s would have a great lofs of them, and would for want of 
them be unable to fortify their cities, and furnifh themfelves with 
weapons of war. Now it fhould feem, there were many good 
people carried away in that captivity, which the pious prophet 
laid much to heart, while there were thofe that triumphed in it, 
and infulted over thofe to whofe lot it fell to go into captivity. 
Note, We muft not conclude concerning the firft and greateft fuf- 
ferers, that they were the worfl and greateft finners ; for perhaps it 
may appear quite otherwife, as it did here. 

2. The vifion by which this diftin&ion of the -captures was re- 
prcfented to the prophet's mind. He law two baskets of figs, fit 
before the teinple, there ready to be offered as fir ft- fruits, to the ho- 
nour of God. Perhaps the priefts being remifs in their duty, were 
not ready to receive them, and difpofe of them according to the law, 
and therefore Jeremiah fees them ftanding before the temple. But 
that which was the fignificancy of the vifion was, that the figs in 
one basket were extraordinary good, thofe in the other basket ex- 
tremely bad. The children of men are all as the fruits of the fig- 
tree, capable of being made ferviceable to God and man, Judg. ix. 
11. but fome are as good figs, than which nothing more pleafant, 
others as damaged rotten figs, than which nothing more naufeous. 
What creature viler'than a wicked man, and what more valuable 
than a godly man. The good figs were like thofe that zvcfirjl ripe, 
which are moft acceptable, Mic. vii. I. and moft prized when 
newly come into feafun. The bad figs are fm^h as could not be eaten 
they zuere fo evil; they could not anfwer the end of their creation, 
were neither pleafant, nor good for Jcod, and what then were they 
good for? If God has no honour from men, nor, their generation 
anyfervice, they are even- like the bad figs, that cannot be eaten,th^ 

will not anfwer any good purpofe; if the fali have hfi his favour* 



t nce forth fit for nothing but the aunghiL . Of the perfbris 
iS prcfented to the Lord at the. door of his tabernacle, fbme 
f ncere and they are very good ; others diflemble with God, and 
Sev are very bad 5 fmriers are the worft of men, hypocrites the 
worft of finners. / Corrupt to optimt ejl pejfima. : . . 

The expofition and application of this vifion. God intended 
- 3j. t0 ra if e the dejefted fpirits of thofe that were gone into capti- 
L by alluring them of a happy return, and to humble and awa- 
k n'the proud and fecure fpirits of thofe who continued yet in Je- 
rufalern, by afTuring them of a miferable captivity. 

1 Here is the moral of the good Jigs, that were very good, the 
fi ft 'ripe thofe reprefented the pious captives, that feemed firft ripe 
for ruin/ for they went firft into captivity, but fhould prove firft 
* e for mercy, and their captivity fhould help to ripen them ; 
thefe are pleafing to God, as good figs^ are to us, and fhall be care- 
fully preferved for ufe. Now obferve here, 

L\ Thofe that were already carried into captivity were the good 
fas that God would own. This fhews, (1.) That we cannot de- 
termine of God's love or hatred by all that is before us. When 
God's judgments are abroad, they are not always the worft that are 
firft feized by them. (2.) That early fuffering fometimes proves 
for the beft to us. The fooner the child is corrected, the better 
effeft the correction is likely to have : thofe that went ; firft into 
captivity, were as the fon whom the father loves and chajlens be- 
times, chafteris while there is hope, and it did well 5 but thofe that 
ftaid behind, were like a child long left to himfelf, who when after- 
wards corrected is ftubborn and made worfe by it, Lam. iii. 27. 

(2.) God owns their captivity to be his doing ; whoever were 
the inftmments of it, he ordered, arid directed it, ver. 5. I have 
fent them out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans. It is God 
that puts his gold into the furnace to be tried ; his hand is, in an 
efpecial manner, to be eyed in the afflictions of gcod people. The 
iud^e orders the malefactor into the hand of an executioner, but the 
father correfls tiie child with his own hand. 

(3.) Even this dilgraceful uncomfortable captivity God intended 
for their benefit, and we are fure his intentions are never fruftrated. 
I have fent them into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. It 
feemed to be every way for their hurt, not only as it was the ruin 
cf their eftates, honours, and liberties, parted them from their re- 
lations and friends^ and put therri under the power of their enemies 
and oppreffors, but as it funk their fpirits, difcouraged their faith, 
deprived them of the benefit of God's oracles and ordinances, and 
expofed theni to temptations; and yet it was defigried for their 
good, and proved fo in the ifllie^ as to many of them ; Out of the 
cater came forth meat'. . By their afflictions they yvere convinced of 
fin, humbled under trie hand df God$ weaned from the world, 
made ferious,- taught to pray^ and turned from their iniquity, par- 
ticularly they were cured of their inclination, to idolatry, arid thus 
it was good for them that they zuerc ajfliSted, Pfal. cxix. 67, 71. 

(4.) God promifeth them that he will own them in their capti- 
vity ; though they feem abandoned, they fhall be acknowledged 5 
their febrnful relations they left behind will fcarce own them, or 
their kindred to them, but God faith, / will acknowledge them. 
Note, The Lord knows therri that are his, and will own them 
in all conditions, nakednefs and fword fhall not feparate them from 
his love. 

(5.) God allures them of his proteCtiori in their trouble^ and a 
glorious deliverance out of it in due time, ver. 6. Being fent into 
captivity for their good., they fhall not be loft there ; but as when 
the refiner puts his gold into the furnace, i. He has his eye upon 
it while it is there, and it is a careful eye, to fee that it fuftains no 
damage, fo will I fet mine eyes Upon thc?n for good, to order every 
thing for the beft, that all the circumftances of the affliction may 

2. He will 

be fure to take it out of the furnace again, as foon as the work 
defigned upon it is done : / will bring them again to this la?id. They 
were fent abroad for improvement a while, under a feyere difci- 
pline 3 but they fhall be fetched back, when they have gone 
through their trial there, to their Fathers houfe. 3^ He will fafhion 
his gold when he has refined it, will make it a vefielof honour fit for 
his ufe ; fo, when God has brought them back from their trial,, he 
will build them, and make them a habitation for himfelf, will plant 
them, and make them a vineyard for himfelf. Their captivity was 
to fquare the rough ftones, and make them fit for his building, to 
prune up the young trees, and make them fit for his planting. 

(6.) He engageth to prepare therri for thefe temporal mercies he 
defigned for them, by beftowing fpiritual mercies upon therri, ver. 7. 
It is this that will make their captivity be for their good; this fhall 
be both the improvement of their affliction, and their qualification 
for deliverance. When our troubles are fan£tified to us, then we 
inaybe fure they will end well. Now that which is promifed is, 
l > That they fhould be better acquainted with God 5 they fhould 
karn more of God by his providences in Babylon, than they had 
learned by all his oracles and ordinances in Jerufalem $ thanks to 
divine grace, for if that had not wrought mightily upon them in 
Babylon, they would for ever have forgotten God. It is here 
{H"oinifecl, 1 will give them, not fo much a head to know ?ne i but a 
heart to know me, for the right knowledge of God conlifts not in 
potion and fpeculation, but in the convi&ions of the practical 

judgment^ directing and governing the will and affections 2 A good- 



concur to the anfwering of the great intention of it; 



. • ^ ; — — — — 

underjlhncling have all they that do his commandments, pfal cx ; // • 
Where God gives a fiheere defire. and inclination to know him* 
he will give that knowledge. It is God himfelf that gives a hear? 
to know him, elfe we flibuld perifli for ever in our io- no rance 
2. That they fhould be entirely converted to God * to h?s will as 
their rule, his fervice as their bufinefs, arid his glory as their end - 
they Jhall return to ?ne with their whole heart. God himfelf under- 
takes for them that they fhall, and if he turn' us we Jhall be turned,, 
This follows upon the former ; for. thofe that have a heart to know 
God aright, will not only turn to him; but turn with their whole 
heart • for thofe that are either obftinate in their rebellion, or hy- 
pocritical in their religion, may truly be faid to be ignorant of God. 
3: That thus they fhould be again taken into covenant with God y 
as much to their comfort as ever : They Jhall be my people, and I 
will be their God ; God will owri them, as ? formerly, for his peo~ 
pie, both in the difcoveries of himfelf to them, his acceptance of 
their fervices, arid his gracious appearances on their behalf 5 and 
they fhall have liberty to own him for their God 3 in their prayers 
to him, and their expectations from him, . Note, Thofe that have 
backfliden from God, if they , do in fincerity return to him, are ad- 
mitted as freely as any to all the privileges and comforts of the 
everlafting covenant, which is herein well ordered, that every tranf- 
greffion in the covenant doth not throw us out of covenant, and 
that affii&tons are not only confiftent with, but flowing from co- 
venant-love. 

* • * 

2. Here is the moral of the bad figs, Zedekiah and his princes, 
and partizans, yet re?nain in the land, proud and fecure enough^ 
Ezek. xi. 3. . Many were fled into Egypt for fhelter, and they 
thought they had fhifted well for themfelves and their own fafety, 
and boafted that though therein they had gone contrary to the com- 
mand of God, yet they had acted prudently for themfelves. Now 
as to both thefe that looked fo fcornfully upon thofe that were 
gone into captivity, it is here tbreatned; 

1. That whereas thofe that were already carried away were 
fettled in one country, where they had the comfort of one another's 
fociety, though in captivity 5 thefe fhould be difperfed and removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth, where they fhould have no joy 
one of another: • 

2. That whereas thofe were carried away captives for their good., 
thefe fhould be removed into all countries for their hurt. Their 
afflictions fhould be fo far from humbling them, that they fhould 
harden them ; hot bring them nearer to God, but fet them at a 
greater diftance from him. 

3. That whereas thofe fhould have the honour of being owned 
of God in their troubles, thefe fhould have the'fhamc of being 
abandoned by all mankind ; In all places whither 1 'Jhall drive them, 
they Jhall be a reproach and a proverb. Such a one is as falfe and 
proud as a Jew ; fuch a one as poor and miferable as a Jew. All 
their neighbours fhall make a jeft of them, and of the calamities 
brought upon them. . . , 

4. That whereas thofe fhould return to their own land, thefe fhall 
be cGnfumed front that la?id, never to fee it more, and it fhall be 
of no avail to therri to plead, it was the land God gave to their fa- 
thers^ for they had it from God, and he gave it them upon con«> 
dition.of their obedience. 

5. That whereas thofe were referved for better times, thefe were 
referved for worfe ; wherever they arc removed; the fword, and 
fa?nine, and peflilcnce fhall be fent after them, fhall foon overtake 
them$ and coming with commiftion fo to do- fhall overcome thenu 
God has variety of judgments wherewith to profecute thofe that fly 
from juftice, and thofe that have efcaped one may expect another, 
till they are brought to repent and reform. 

Doubtlcfs this prophecy had its accompiifhment in the men of 
that generation ; yet becaufe we read not of any fuch remarkable 
difference between thofe of Jeconiah's captivity, and thofe of Ze- 
dekiah's, it is probable this has a typical reference to the laft de- 
ftrucl:ion of the jews by the Romans, in which thofe that believed 
were taken care of; but thofe that continued obftinate in unbelief* 
were driven into all countries for a taunt and a curfc^ and fo they 
remain to this day. 

■ 

CHAP; XXV. 

Tlje prophecy of this chapter bears date fo?netimes before thofe pro- 
phecies in the chapters next foregoing, for they are not placed in the 
exacJ order of time in which they were delivered. This is dated 
in the firjl year of Nebuchadrezzar, that remarkable year when 
the fword of the Lord began to be, drawn a?id furbiJJied. Here 
is, 1. A review of the prophecies that had been delivered to 
yudah and Jerufalem, for ?nany years lajl pajl, by Jeremiah 
hi??ifelf, and other prophets, with the little regard given to them* 
and the little fuccefs of them, ver. 1,-7. 2. A very exprefs 
threatning of the deJlruSiion of Judah and Jerufale??i, by tha 
king of Babylon, for their contempt of God and their continuance 
in Jin, ver. 8,— 11. To which is annexed, a promife of the:? 
deliverance out of their captivity in Babylon, after feventy years, 
ver. 12.,~ -14. 3. A prediclion of the devajlation of divers other 
nations about, by Nebuchadrezzar, repi*efcnted by a c up of fury 
put into their hands, ver. 15,-28. By a fword fent among 

themy ver 6 2q a ~- 33% And a defolation ?nad$ among the foep- 

herds* 
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herds, and their flocks and pa/lures, ver. 34,— 38. So that we } upori them; 
have judgment beginning at the houfe of God, but ?iot ending 
there. 

i.rp H E word that came to Jeremiah tohcerning 

all the people of Judah* in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, that was 
the firft year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon : 
The which Jeremiah the prophet fpake Unto all the 
people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerufa- 
lem, faying, 3. From the thirteenth year of Jofiah 
the fbh of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day 
( that is the three and twentieth year ) the word of the 
LORD hath come unto me, and I have fpoken unto 
you, rifing early and fpeaking, but ye have not heark- 
ened; 4. And the LORD hath hath fent unto you 
all his fervants thb prophets, riling early and fending 
ihem^ but ye have not hearkened, nbr inclined your ear 
to hear* 5. They faid^ Turn ye again now every one 
from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings* 
and dwell in the land that the LORD hath givefr unto 
you and to your fathers* for ever and ever : _ 6; And 
go not after other godfc to feirve them, and to worfhip 



them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of 
your hands, and I will do you no hurt. 7. Yet ye 
have not hearkned Unto me* faith the LORD ; that 
ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your 
hands 5 to your own hiirfi 

We have here a mellage from God concerning all the people of 
Judah, ver. i, which Jeremiah delivered in his name unto all the 
people of Judah, ver. 2. Note, That which is of univerfal con- 
cern, ought to be of univerfal cognizance : It is fit the word that 
is concerning all the people, as the word of God is, the word of 
the gofpel particularly, fhould be divulged to all in general, and, 
as far as may be, addreffed to each in particular. Jeremiah had 
been fent to the houfe of the king, chap. xxii. 1. and he took the 
courage to deliver his meffage there 3 here he is fent to all the peo- 
ple, and he takes the pains to deliver his meffage to them, probably, 
when they were all come up to Jerufalem, to worfhip at fome of 
the folemn feafts ; then he had them together, and it was to be 
hoped then, if ever, they would bd well difpofed to hear counfel and 
receive iriftru&ion. 

This prophecy is dated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and firft 
of Nebuchadrezzar : it was in the latter end of Jehoiakim's third 
year that Nebuchadrezzar began to reign himfelf alone, ( having 
reigned fome time before in conjunction with his father) as appears 
Dan. i. j. but Jehoiakim's fourth year was began before Nebu- 
chadrezzar's firft was compleated. Now that affive daring martial 
prince began to fet up for the world's mafter ; God, by his prophet, 
gives notice that he is his fcrvant, and what work he intends to 
employ him in, that his growing greatnefs, which was fo formi- 
dable to the nations* might not be conftrued as any reflection upon 
the power and providence of God in the government of the world. 
Nebuchadrezzar fhould not bid fo fair for univerfal monarchy, ( 1 
ihould have laid univerfal tyranny) but that God had purpofos of 
his own to ferve by him. In the execution of which, the world 
fliall lee the meaning of God's permitting and ordering a thing 
that feemed fuch a reflection on his fovereignty and goodnefs. 

Now in this meffage we may obferve, 

Zi The great pains that had been taken with this people to bring 
ihem to repentance, which they are here put in mind of, as an 
aggravation of their .fin, and a juftification of God in his proceed- 
ings againft them. 

(1.) Jeremiah, for his part, had been a conftant preacher among 
them twenty three years ; he began in the thirteenth year of Jofiah, 
who reigned thirty one years, fo that he prophefied about eighteen or 
nineteen years in his reign, then in the reign of Jehoahaz, and now 
four years of Jehoiakim's reign. Note, God keeps an account, 
whether we do or no, how long we have enjoyed the means of 
grace ; arid the longer we have enjoyed them, the heavier will our 
account be, if we have not improved them. Thefe three years 
(thefe three and twenty years) have I ceme feeking fruit on this fig- 
■tree. All this while^ 1% God has been conftant in fending mef- 
iages to them, as there Was occafion for them. From that time, 
to this very day, the word of the Lord has come unto ?ne, for your 
life. Though they had the fub'ftance of the warning fent them 
already in the books of AdofeSj yet becaufe thofe were not duly re- 
garded and applied, God fent to 'enforce them, and make them 
more particular, that they might be without excufe. Thus God's 
Spirit was Arriving with them, as with the old world, * Gen. vi, 3. 
2. Jeremiah had been faithful and induftrious in delivering thofe 
jneiiages $ he could appeal to themfelves, as well as to God and 
his own confeience concerning this : 



What men are follicitous about, and intent upon 
they rife up early to profeciite. It intimates, that his head was fo 
full <of thoughts about it, and his heart fo intent upon doing g 00 j 
tha't It broke his ifleep, and rriade him get up betimes to projeft 
Whicll Way he rnigtit take thai ivould be moft likely to do them 
good. He rpfe early, hoth becaufe he would lofe no time, and be- 
caufe he would lay hold orij and improve the belt time to worfc 
upon theih ; when, if. ever, rhe^ werie fober arid fedate. Chrift 
came 'early in the Morning 16 'preach in the temple; and the people 
as early to hear/him* ~&u%e xxi. 38. . Morning lectures have their 
advantages.: My voice fhplt thou hear ' in the ?norning. 

(2.) Besides him Gt>d had fent thim other ..prophet's, oh thef ame 
errand; ver. 4. of the writing prbphetsj Micah, Nahum, and 
Habakkuk were a little before* him; and Zephaniah cotcmpo- 
rary with him. But, befide thofe; there werd many other of 
God's fervants the prophets that preached awakening fermons 
which were never publifhed. And here God himfelf is faid to 
rife early, and fend them ; intimating how much his heart alfo • 
Was upon it, that this people fhould turn land live, and not go d 

and die ; Ezek. xxxiii. 11. ^. 

(3./ All the mefTages fent them were to the purpofe, and much 

to the fame purpofe, ver. 5, 6. I. They all told them of their 
faults, their evil way, and the evil df their doings. Thofe were 
not of God's fending, who flattered them as if there were nothing 
amifs among them: 2. They all reproved them particularly for 
their idolatry, as a fin that was in a fpecial manner provoking to 
God ; their going after other gods, to ferve them, and to zvorjhip 
them ; gods that were the work of their ozv?i hands. 3. They 
all called on them to repent of their fins and to reform their 
lives. This was the burthen of every fong, 'Turn ye new every 
one from his evil zvay. Note, Perfonal and particular reformation 
muft be infifted on as necefiary to a national deliverance : every 
ene muft turn from his own evil way. The ftreet will not be 
clean unlefs every one fweep before his own door. 4. They all 
aflured them, that, if they did fo, it would certainly be the 
lengthning out of their tranquillity. The mercies t>ey enjoyed fhould 
be continued to fthem, you Jhall dwell in the land, dwell at eafe, 
dwell in peace, in this good land, which the Lord has given pii 
and your fathers. Nothing but fin will turn you out of it, and 
chat (hall not if you turn from it. The judgments they feared 
ftiould be prevented ; provoke me not, and I will do you no hurt. 
Note, We fhould never receive from God the evil of punifhment, 
if we did not provoke him by the evil of fin. . God deals fairly 
with us, never corrects his children without caufe, nor caufeth 
grief to us, unlefs we give offence to him. 

(4.) Yet all was to no purpofe. Theywere not wrought upon 
to take the right and only method to turn away the wrath of God. 
Jeremiah was a lively affectionate preacher, yet they hearkned mi 
to him, ver. 3. The other prophets dealt faithfully with them, 
but neither did they hearken to them, nor incline their ear, ver. 4. 
That very particular fin which they were told, of all other, was 
moft offenfive to God, and made them obnoxious to his juftice, 



you provoke me with the works of your 
Note, What is a provocation to God, 



they wilfully perfifted in : 
hands, to your own hurt. 

will prove, in the end, hurt to ourfelves, and we muft bear the 
blame of it : O Ifrael, thou that hajl defrayed thyfelf 



petual defolations. 



8. 5 Therefore thus faith the LORD of hofts, Be- 
caufe ye have not heard my words, 9. Behold, I will 
fend and take all the families of the north, faith the 
LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon my 
fervant, and will bring them againft this land, and a- 
gainil the inhabitants thereof, and againft all thefe na- 
tions round about, and will utterly deftroy them, and 
make them an aftonifhment, and an hilling, and per- 

10. Moreover, I will take from 
them the voice of mirth, and the voice of giadn efs, the 
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, 
the found of the milftones, and the light of the candle. 
11. And this whole land fhall be a defolation, andw 
aftonifhment 5 and thefe nations lhall ferve the king or 
Babylon feventy years. 12. And it fhall come to pafs 
when feventy years are accomplifhed, that I will pu- 
nifh the king of Babylon, and that nation, faith the 
LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chal- 
deans, and will make it perpetual defolations. 13. And 
I will bring upon that land k all my words which I have 
pronounced againft it, even all that is written in this 
book, which Jeremiah hath prophefied againft all the 
nations. 14. For many nations and great kings fhall 
ferve themfelves of them alfo : and I will recompute 
them according to their deeds, and according to the 



early and fpeaking. He had declared to them the whole counfel of 
God 1 he had taken a great deal of care and pains to difcharge his 

cfcruft, in fuch a manner as might be moft likely to win and work 



/ have fpoken to you rifing works of their own hands. 



Here is the fentence grounded upon the foregoing charge. B*r 
caufe you have ?:ot heard my words, I r nmft take another courie 

with you, ver, 8. Note* When men will not regard the j^S" 
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of God's mouth, they may expecl: to feel the judgments of 
h* C hands ; to hear the rod* fihce they would not hear the word ; 
f the firiner muft either be parted from, his fin,, or perifh in it. 
Wrath comes without remedy, againft thofe only that .fin without 
ntance . It is not fo much mens turning afide that ruins them, 
If their, not returning. ...... * . . t , . , , 

X The ruiri of the land of Judah by the king of Babylon's 
armies* is here decreed, ver. 9. God fent them . bis fcrvants the 



prophets-, 



and thev were not heeded, and therefore God will fend 



V fo[ his fervant .the king of Babylon, whom they cannot mock; and 
A folk" and perfecute, as they did his fcrvants the prophets. Note, 
f he merfengers of God's wrath will be fent againft thofe that 
would riot receive . the meflengers of his mercy. One way or other 
God will be heeded, and will make men know that he is. the Lord. 
Nebuchadrezzar, though a ftranger to the true God, the God . of 
Ifrael, nay, an enemy to him, and afterwards a rival with hilh, 
v ct in the defcent he made upon this country, he was God's fcrvants 
accompliffied his purpofe ; was employed by hirn$ : and was an in- 
ftrument in his hand for the correction of his people. He was re- 
ally ferving God's defigns, when he thought he was (erving his 
Q W n ends. Juftty therefore doth God here call himfelf, The Lord 
0 f hods, ver. 8. for here is an inftance of his fovereign dominion, 
riot only over the inhabitants, but over the armies of this earth, of 
which he makes what ufe he pleafeth. He hath them all at his 
command : the moft potent and abfolute monarchs are his fervants; 
Nebuchadrezzar, that is an inftrument of his wrath^ is as truly his 
fervant, as Cyrus that is an inftrument of his mercy. The land 
of Judah being to be made defolate, God here mufters his army 
that is to do it, gathers them together^ takes all the families of the 
north, if there be occaficn for them, leads them on, as their com- 
mander in chief, brings them againft this land, gives them fuccefe, 
not only againft Judah and Jerufalem, but againft all the nations 
round about, that there might be no dependence upon them as allies, 
or affiftants, . againft tha.t threatning force. The utter deftruction 

of this and all the neighbouring lands, is here defcribed, ver. 9, 10, 
j 1. it ftiall be totals the whole land fhall be a deflation ; hot only 
defolate, but, a defolation itfelf^ both city and country fhall be laid 
wafte, and all the wealth of both be made a. prey of : it £hall be 
lafting, even perpetual deflations \ they ftiall continue fo long in 
ruins; and after long waiting there fhall appear fo little profpedt of 
relief, that every one (hall call it perpetual. , This defolation {hall 
be the ruiri of their credit among their neighbours ; it {hall bury 
their honour iri the duft, ftiall ?nake them an aftonijhment and a 
hijfmg ; every one will be amazed at them, and hifs them off the 
ftaee of action with a juft difgracc^ for deferring a God that would 
have been their protection, for impeftors that would certainly be 
their deftruclion. It will likewife be the ruin of all their comfort 
among themfelves ; it {hall be a final period of all their joy, / will 
take from .them the voice of mirth, hang their harps on the willow 
trees, and put them out of tune for fongs. / will take from them 
the voice of mirth, they {hall neither have caufe for it, nor hearts 
for it* They would not hear the voice of God's word, and there- 
fore the voice of mirth {hall no more be heard among them. TThey 

fhall be deprived of food, the found of the milftoncs fall not be heardj 
for when the enemy hath feized their fibres, the found of the grind- 
ing muft needs be low,' Ecclef xii. 4. An end (hall be put to all \ 
bufinefs, there {hall not be feen the light of a candle, for there fhall 
be no work to be done worth candle-light. .And laftly,, they.fhall 
be deprived of their liberty, thofe nations Jhall ferve the king of Ba- 
bylon feventy years. The fixing of the time how long the captivity 
fhall laft, would be of great ufe,- riot only for the confirmation of 
the prophecy, when the event (which in this particular could by 
J10 human fagacity be forefeen) fhould exactly anfwer the predicti- 
on, but for the comfort df the people of God in their calamity, 1 
and the encouragement of faith and prayer. Daniel, who was 
himfelf a prophet, had an eye to it^ Dan. ix. 2. Nay; God 
himfelf had . an eye to it, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22. for therefore he 
Jtirred up the fpirit of Cyrus, that the word fpoken by the mouth 
of Jeremiah might be accomplifhed ; known unto God are all his 
works, from the beginning of the world ; which appears by this, 
that when he has thought fit, fome of them have been made 
known to his fervants the prophets, and by them to his church* 

2. The ruin of Babylon at laft is here likewife foretold, as it 
had been long before, by Ifaiah, ver. 12, 13, 14; The deftroyers 
muft themfelves be deftroyed, and the rod thrown into the fire 
when the correcting work is done with it. This ftiall be done 
when feventy years are acco?npUJhed, for the deftruclion of Baby- 
lon muft make way for the deliverance of the captives. It is a 
great doubt when thefe feventy years cbrrimence ; fome date therri 
from the captivity in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and firft of 
Nebuchadrezzar ; others frorri the captivity of Jehoiachin eight 
years after : I rather incline to the former, becaufe then thefe na- 
tions began to fervc the king of Babylon, and becaufe ufually God 
has taken the earlieft time from which to reckon the accomplifh- 
nient of a promife of mercy, as will appear in computing the four 
hundred years fervitude in Egypt. And if fo, eighteen or nineteen 
years of the feventy were run out before Jerufalem and the temple 
were quite deftroyed in the eleventh year of Zedekiah. However 
that be, when the time, the fet time to favour Zion is come, the 
king of Babylon muft be vifited 5 and all the inftances of his ty- 
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ranny reckoned for : t%n that riation fhall be puniflied for their 
mquity, as the other nations have been puniflied for- theirs ■ That 
land muft then be a perpetual defolation, fuch as they had made 
other lands : for the Judge of all the earth will both do right and 
avenge wrong, as King of nations; and King of faints. , Let proud 
conquerors and oppreffors be moderate in the ufe of their power and 
fuccefs,. for it will come= at laft to their own turn to fuffer ; their 
day will come to fall. . In this deftrudtion of Babylon; which was 
to be brought about by the Medes and Perfians, reference fhall be 
had, (1;) To what God had faid, / will bring upon that land all 
?ny words ; for all the wealth and honour of Babylon {hall be facri- 
ficed to the truth of the divine predictions, aiid all its .power bro- 
ken, rather than one iota or r tittle of God's word fhall. fali to the 
ground. The fame Jeremiah that prophefied the deftructionof other 
nations by the Chaldeans, foretold alfo the deftructibn of the Chal- 
deans themfelves; and this muft be brought, upon them, ver. 13; 
It is with reference to this very event that God faith, ver. 26. he 
will confirm. the word of his fervant, and perform the cow f el of his 
meffengers, Ifa. xliv. 2$. . (2.) To what they had done, ver. I4» 
/ zuill recompenfe them according to their deeds, by which they tranf- 
grefled the law of God, even then when they were made to ferve 
his purpofes. They had made many nations to ferve them, and 
trampled upon them with the greateft infolehce imaginable : but 
now the meafure of their iniquity is full, many nations and great 
kings' that are in alliance with.;, and come in to the affiftance of 
Cyrus king ,of Perfiai fhall ferve themfelves .of them alfo, fhall 
make themfelves mafters of their country, and enrich .themfelves 
v/ith. their fpcils, and make them the fdotftool by which to mount 
the throne of an univerfal monarchy! They fliall make ufe of 
them for fer;vants and foldiers. He that leadeth into captivity fall 
go into captivity '. 



15. J For thus faith the LORD God of Ifrael unto 
me, Take the wine-cup of this fury at my hand, and 
caufe all the nations to whom I fend thee, to drink it. 

16. And they fhall drink; and be moved, and be mad^ 
becaufe of the fword that I will fend among them. 

17. Then took . I the cup .at the LORD'S hand, and 
. made all the nations td drink^ unto whom the LORD 
had fent me : 18; To wit; Jerufalem, and the cities 
of Jtidah,' and the kings thereof, and the princes there- 
of, to make them a defolation; an aftonifhment, art 
hiffihg,' and a curfe (as// is this day) . 19. Pharaoh 
king of Egyp^ and his fervants 3 n and his princes* and 
all his people, 1 . 20. And all the mingled people; and 
all the kings of the land of Uz. and all the kings of 
the land of the Philiftines; and Afhkelon, and Azzah* 
and Ekron^ and the remnant of Afhdod, 21. Edom^ 
and Moab, and the children of AmmOri, 22. And all 
the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and 
the kings of the ifies which are beyond the lea, 23. 
Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the 
utmoft corners j 24. And all the kings of Arabia, and 
all the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the 
defers .25. And all the kings of Zimri, and all the 
kings of Elam," and all the kings of the Medes, 26. 
And all the kings of the north, far aihd near, one with 
another j and all die kingdoms of the world, which ara 
upon the face of the earth : and the king of Shefhach 
fhall drink after them. 27: Therefore thou fhak fay 
unto them,- Thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God of 
Ifrael; Drink ye; and be drunken, and fpue and fall,; 
and rife no more; becaufe of the fword w'hich I will 
fend among you. 28. And it fliall be, if -they refufe 
to take the cup at thine harid to drink, then flialt thoii 
fay unto them, Thus faith, the LORD of holts, 
fliall certainly drink. 29. For lo, I begin to bring evil 
on the city which is called by my name^ and fliould ye 
be utterly unpuniflied ? ■ Ye fliall not be unpuniflied i 
for I will call for a fword upon all the inhabitants of the 
earth, faith the LORD of hofts. 

Under the fimilitude of a cup going round, which all the com- 
pany xtiuA drink of, is here reprefented the univerfal defolation that 
was now coming upon that part of the world, which Nebuchad- 
rezzar, who juft now began to reign and a£t, was to be the in- 
ftrument of* "and which fhould, at length, recoil upon his own 
country. The cup in the vifion, is to be a fword in the accorri- 
plifliment of it : fo it is explained, ver. 16. it is the fivord that I 
will fend among them, the fword of war that ftiould be irrefiftibly 
ftrong, and implacably cruel. Obferve, 

1. Whence this deftroying fword fliould come ; from the ha?:d 
of God, it is the fivord of the Lord, Jer. xlvii. 6. bathed m 

heaven, Ifa. xxxiv, 5, wicked men are made ufe of as his fvvord* 
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■PfaL xvli. 13. It is the wine-cup of his fury.- It is the juft anger 
of God that fends this judgment 5 the nations have provoked him 
by their fins, and they muft fall under the tokens of his wrath. 
Thefe are compared to fome intoxicating liquor,' which they (hall 
be forced to drink of, as formerly condemned xnalefadors were . 
fometimes executed by being compelled to drink poifon. The 
wicked are /aid to drink the wrath of the Almighty, Job. xxi. to. 
•Rev. xiv. 10. Their {hare of troubles in this world is reprefented 
by the dregs of a cup of red wine full of mixture, PfaL Ixxv. 8. 
\Sce PfaL xi. 6. The wrath of God in this world is but as a cup, 
in comparifon of the full ftreams of it in the other world. 
- 2. By whofe hand it Should be fent thern, by the hand of Jere- 
miah, as the judge fet over the nations , chap. i. 10. to pafs this fen- 
tence upon them : And by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, as the 
executioner. What a much greater figure then doth the poor pro- 
phet make, than what the potent prince makes, if we look upon 
their relation to God, though in the eye of the world it was the re- 
verfe of it. Jeremiah muft take the cup at God's hand, and com- 
pel the nations to drink it. He foretels no hurt to them, but what 
God appoints him to foreffel, and what is foretold by a divine autho- 
will certainly be fulfilled by a divine power. 
_ On whom it flxould be fent ; on all the nations within the 
verge of IfraeFs acquaintance, and the lines of their communication. 
Jeremiah took the cup, and made all the nations to drink of it, i. e. 
he prophefied concerning each of the nations here mentioned, that 
they fhould fhare in this great defolation that was coming. Je- 
rufale?7i and the cities of fndah are put firft, ver. 18. for judgment 
begins at the houfe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. at the fanftuary, Ezek. 
ix. 6. Whether Nebuchadrezzar had his eye principally upon Je- 
rufalem and Judah in this expedition or ho, doth not appear; pro- 
bably he, had ; for it was as considerable as any of the nations here 
mentioned ; however, God had his eye principally to them. And 
this part of the prophecy was already begun to be accomplifhed, 
which that melancholy parenthefis fpeaks, ( as it is this day ) for in 
the fourth year of Jehoiakim things were come into a very ill pofture, 
and all the foundations were out of courfe. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
comes next, becaufe the Jews trufted to that broken reed, ver. 19. 
the remains of them fled to Egypt, and there Jeremiah particularly 
foretold the deftrudlion of that country, chap, xliii. 10, II. All 
the other nations that bordered upon Canaan muft pledge Jerufalem 
in this bitter cup, this cup of trembling. The ?ningled people, the 
Arabians, fo fome ; fome rovers of divers nations that lived by ra- 
pine, fo others ; the kings of the land of U%, joined to the country 
of the Edomites. The Philiflines had been vexatious to Ifrael, but 
now their cities, and their lords, become a prey to this mighty con- 
queror. Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Zidon, are places 
well known to border upon Ifrael : The I/les beyond or bejide the 
fea, are fuppofed to be thofe parts of Phoenicia and Syria, that lay 
upon the coaft of the Mediterranean fea. Dcdan, and the other 
countries mentioned, ver. 23, 24. feem to have lain upon the con- 
fines of Idumea and Arabia the defert. Thofe of Elam are the Per- 
fians, with whom theMedes are joined, now looked upon as incon- 
fiderable, and yet afterwards were able to make reprizals upon Ba- 
bylon for themfelves and all their neighbours. The kings of the 
worth, that lay nearer to Babylon, and others that lay at fome di- 
flance, will be fure to be feized on, and made a prey of by the vic- 
torious fword of Nebuchadrezzar. Nay, He fhall pufii on his vic- 
tories with fuch incredible fury and fuccefs, that all the kingdoms of 
the world that were then and there known, Ihould have become fa- 
crifices to his ambition. Thus Alexander is faid to conquer the 
world, and the Roman empire is called the world, Luke ii. 1. or it 
may be taken as reading the doom of all the kingdoms of this earth, 
one time or other they fhall feel the dreadful efte&s of war. The 
world has been, and will be, a great cock-pit, while mens lufts 
war as they do in their member 5 9 Jam. iv. I. But that the conque- 
rors may fee their fate with the conquered, it concludes, the king 
of Shejhach Jhall drink after them, i. e. the king of Babylon him- 
ielf, that has given his neighbours all this trouble and vexation, 
fhall at length have it return upon his own head. That by She- 
fhach is meant Babylon, is plain from chap. li. 41. but whether it 
was another name of the fame city, or the name of another city of 
the fame kingdom, is uncertain. Babylon's ruin was foretold, ver. 
12, 13. and upon this prophecy of its being the author of the ruin 
of fo many nations, it is very fitly repeated here again. 

4. What fhould be the effect of it. The defolations which the 
fwords fhould make in all thefe kingdoms, are reprefented by the 
confequences of exceffive drinking, w. 16. They Jhall drink, a?id 
he moved, and be mad. And ver. 27. They fjall be drunken, and 
fpue, and fall, and rife no more. Now this may ferve, (1.) To 
make us loath the fin of drunkennefs, that the confequences of it are 
made ufeof to fet forth a moft woful and miferable condition. Drun- 
kennefs deprives men for the prefent of the ufe of their reafon, 
makes them mad. It takes from them, likewife, that which, next 
to reafon, is the moft valuable bleffing, and that is, health; it 
makes them fick, and endangers the bones and the life. Men in 
drink often fall and rife no more: It is a fin that is its own punifh- 
ment. How wretchedly are they intoxicated and befotted, that 
fufrer themfelves at any time to be intoxicated, efpccially to be by 
the frequent commiffion of this fin befotted with wine or ftronrr 

drink! (2.)T< 




fends the fword upon a nation with warrant to make it defolat ' 
fbon becomes like a drunken man, filled with confufion at the 
larms of war v put into a hurry; its counfellors mad, and at uV 
wits end, ftaggering in all the rneafures they take, all the mot*^ 
they make; fick at heart with continual vexation; vomiting upth 
riches they have greedily jiua /lowed down, Jobxx; 1 5 .. falling cio w * 
before the enemy;* arid as unable to get up again, or do any thin? 
help therrifelves, as a man dead drunk is, Hab. ii. 1*6. ^ 

5. The undoubted certainty of it> with the reafon given f or u 
ver. 2$, 29-. They will refufe ?o take the cup at thy handy not 
only they will Be loth that the judgment fhould come, but\he 
will be loth to believe that ever it will come $ they will not give 
credit to the predictions of fo de/picable a fhan as Jeremiah; b ut 
tell them, it is the zvord of the Lord of hojls, he hath faid it; and it 
is in vain for them to ftruggfe with Omnipotence, ye Jhall certain! 
drink ; and give them this reafon, it is a time of vifitation, it j * 
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reckoning day, and Jerufalem has been called to ah account already- 
/ begin to bring evil on the city that ii called by my name ; its relation 

will not exempt it froni punifhment$ and Jhould 'ye be utterly 
unpunijhed ! No, If this be el one in the green tree, what Jhall be done 
in the dry ? If they that have fome good in them fmart fo feverelv 
for the evil that is found in them, can they expeft to efcape that 
have worfe evils, and no good found among them ? If Jerufalem 
be punifhed for learning idolatry of the nations* fhall not the nati- 
ons be punifhed of whom they learned it ? No doubt they fhall / 
will call for a fword upon all the inhabitants of the earthy for they 
have helped to debauch the inhabitants of Jerufalem; 

Upon this whole matter we may obferve, (i.) That there is a 
God that judgeth in the earth, to whom all the nations of the earth 
are accountable, and by whofe judgment they muft abide. (2.) That 
God can eafily bring to ruin the greateft nations, the moft nume- 
rous and powerful, and fuch as have been moft fecure. (3,) That 
thofe who have been vexatious and mifchievous to the people of 
God, will be reckoned with for it at laft. Many of thefe nati- 
ons had in their turns given difturbance to Ifrael, but how comes 
deftru£tion on them. The year of the redeemer will come, even the 
year of reco??tpences for the controverfy of Zion. (4.) That the 
burden of the word of the Lord will at laft become the burden of his 
judgments. Ifaiah had prophefied long fince againft moft of thefe 
nations, chap, xiii, &c. and now, at length, all his p rophecies will 
have their compleat fulfilling. (5.) That thofe who are ambitious 
of power and dominion, commonly become the troublers of the 
earth, and the plagues of their generation; fo Nebuchadrezzar 
was, fo proud of his might, that he had 110 fenfe of right. Thefe 
are the men that turned the world upfide down, and yet expect to 
be admired and adored. Alexander thought himfelf a great prince, 
when others thought him no better than a great pirate. (6) That 
the greateft pomp and power in this world is of very uncertain con- 
tinuance. Before Nebuchadrezzar's greater force, kings themfelves 
muft yield, and become captives. 

30. Therefore prophefy thou againft them all thefe 
words, and fay unto them, The LORD lhall roar from 
on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation, 
he fhall mightily roar upon his habitation, he fhall give 
a fhout, as they that tread the grapes, againft: all the in- 
habitants of the earth. 31. A noife fhall come even 
to the ends of the earth ; for the LORD hath a con- 
troverfy with the nations : he will plead with all flelh, 
he will give them that are wicked to the fword, faith the 
LORD. 32. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, Behold, 
evil fhall go forth from nation to nation, and a great 
whirlwind fhall be raifed up from the coafts of the earth. 

33. And the flain of the LORD fhall be at that day 
from one end of the earth even unto the other end of 
the earth : they fhall not be lamented, neither gathered, 
nor buried, they fhall be dung upon the ground, 

34. J Howl, ye fhepherd, and cry, and wallow your 
felves in the ajbes, ye principal of the flock : for the 
days of your flaughter, and of your difperfions, are ac- 
complifhed, and ye fhall fall like a pleafant veflel. 

35. And the fhepherds fhall have no way to flee, nor 
the principal of the flock to efcape. 36. A voice of 
the cry of the fhepherds, and an howling of the prin- 
cipal of the flock fhall he heard: for the LORD hath 
fpoiled their pafture. 37. And the peaceable habita- 
tions are cut down, becaufe of the fierce anger of the 
LORD. 38. He hath forfaken his covert, as the lion: 
for their land is defolate becaufe of the fiercenefs of the 
oppreffor, and becaufe of his fierce anger. 

Wc have in thefe vcrfes a further defcription of tho/e terrible de- 
folations which the king of Babylon, with his armies, fhould make 
in all the countries and nations round about Jerufalem. In Jerusa- 
lem God had erc£ted his temple; there were his oracles and ordi- 
nances, which the* neighbouring nations fhould have attended t°> 
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ht have received benefit by ; thither they fliould have ap- 
themfelves for the knowledge of God and their duty, and 
\ tbev might have, had reafon to blefs God for their neigh 
hrtl to Terujfaleni ; but they, inftead of that, taking all ppportuni- 
• ther to debauch or to difturb that holy city, when God came 
tlCS ckon with Jerufalem, becaufe it learned fo much of the way 
t0 f X the* nations, he reckoned with the nations becaufe they learned 
I little of the .way ^of J^lem ....... 

They, will fopn be aware of Nebuchadrezzar's making war upon 
h nv But the prophet is here bidden. to tell them, that it is God 
lumfeir that makes war upon them, a God with whom there is no 

contending. ......... 

j. The war is here proclaimed, ver. 30; 

om on high ; not from mount Zion and Jerufalem, as Joel iii: 1 6. 
' Jlmos i. 2. but from heaven, from his holy habitation there ; for 
now Jerufalem is one of the places againft which he roars : he Jhall 
nkhtify roar upon his habitation on earth, from that above. He 
lias been long filent, and feemed not to take notice of the wicked- 
nefs of the nations ; the times of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now he Jhall give a Jhout, as the affailants in battle do, agaiyift 
oil the inhabitants of the earth, to whom it fliall be a fhout of ter- 
ro r and yet a fhout of joy ih heaven, as theirs that tread the grapes ; 
for when God is reckoning with, the proud enemies of his kingdom 
amon o- men, there is a grieat voice of much people heard in heaven, 
faying* Hallelujah, Rev. xix. 1. He roars as a lion, Amos iii. 4, 8. 
as a lion that has forfaken his covert, ver. 38. and is going abroad 
to feek his prey, upon which he roars, that he may the more eafily 

feize it. ^ < ...... 

2. The rhanifefto is here publifhed, fhewing the caufes and rea- 

fons why .God proclaims this war, ver. 31. The Lord hath a oontro- 
yerjy w/fA the nations ; he has juft caufe to contend with them, and 
he will take this way of pleading with them. His quarrel with 
them is, in one word, for their wickednefs, their contempt of him, 
and his authority over them, and kindnefs to them, He will give 
them that are wicked to the fword. They have provoked God to 

nd thence comes all this deftruclion ; it is becaufe of the 
fierce anger of the Lord, ver. 37. and again, ver. 38. the fierce- 
nefs of the oppre//or- 5 or, as it might better be read, the fiercenefs of 
the opprejjing fword^ (for the word is feminine) is becaufe of his 
fierce anger: And we are fure he is never angry without caufe ; but 
who knows the power of his anger. . . 

3. The alarm is here given and taken; A noife will come even to 
the ends cf the earth, fo loud fliall it roar, fb far fliall it reach, ver. 
31. The alarm is not given by found of trumpet, or beat of 
drum, but By a whirlwind, a great whirhuind, Jiorm, or tcmpcfl, 
which fliall be raifed up from the coqjls, the remote coafts, of the 
earth, ver. 32. .The Chaldean army fliall be like a hurricane, 
raifed in the north, but thence carried on with incredible fiercenefs 
and fwiftnefs, bearing down all before it. It is like the whirlwind, 
out of which God anfwered Job, which was exceeding terrible, 
%£xxxvii. i. and xxxviii. x. And when the wrath of God thus 
roars like a lion from heaven, no marvel if it be echoed with 
fhrieks froiti earth ; for who can choofe but tremble when God thus 
fpeaks in difplcafure; fee Hcfea xi. 10. Now the fhepherds fliall 
bowl and cry, the kings and princes, and great ones of the earth, 
the principal of the flock, though they ufe to be the moft courageous 
andfecure, yet now their hearts fliall fail them, They Jhall wallow 
themfelves in the ajhes^ ver. 34. Seeing themfelves utterly unable 
to make head againft the enemy, and feeing their country, which 
they have the charge of, and a concern for; inevitably ruined, they 
lhall abandon themfelves to forrow. There fliall be a voice of the 
cry of the JJjephcrds, and a howling of the principal of the flock Jhall 
be heard, ver. 36. Thofe are great calamities indeed, that ftrike 
fuch a terror upon the great men, and put them into this mighty 
confternation* The Lord hath Jpoiled their paflure, in which they 
fed their flock', and out of which they fed themfelves; the fpoiling 
of that makes them cry out thus. Perhaps carrying on the 
phor of a lion roaring* it alludes to the great fright that fhepherds 
are in, when they hear a roaring lion coming towards their flocks, 
and find they have no Way to flee, ver. 35. for their own fafety, nei- 
ther can the principal of their flock ejeape. The enemy will be fb 
numerous, fo furious 3 fb fedulous, and the extent of their armies 
fo vaft, that it will be impoflible to avoid falling into their hands. 
Note, As we cannot out- face, fo we cannot out-run the judgments 
of God. This is that for which the fhepherds howl and cry. 

4. The progrefs of this War is here defcribed, ver. 32. Behold, 
ivil Jhall go forth from iiaiioii to nation ; as the cup goes round, 
every nation fliall have its fliare, and take its turn, becaufe one doth 
not take warning by the calamities of another, to repent and reform. 
Nay, as if this were to be a little reprefentation of the laft and ge- 
neral judgment, it fhall reach fi'om one end of the earth even untd 
the other end of the earth, ver. 33. The day of vengeance is in 
his heart, and now his hand Jhall find out all his enemies ± wherever 
they are, PfaL xxi. 8. Note, When our neighbour's houfe is on 
fire, it is time to be concerned for our own. When one nation is 
a feat of war, every neighbour-nation fliould hear and fear, and 
make its peace with God. 



S. The di final confequences of this war are here foretold, The 
days of flaughter and difperfions are accompli/heel, i. e. they are fully 

come, ver. 34. the time fixed in the divine counfel for the flaugh- 
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ter of iorne, and the dtfperflon : of. the reft, which will make the 
nations compleatly defolate. . . Multitudes fhall fall by the Wd of 
the mercilefs Chaldeans, fo that the fain of the Lord {hz\\ be everv 
where found : they are flain by commiffion from him, and are fa- 
crificed to his juftice. The flain iTor fin are the flain of . the Lord 
And, to ccmpleat the rhifery of their flaughter, they fliall not be la- 
mented in particular; fo general fliall the matter of lamentation be - 
Nay^ they fhall not be gathered up, nor buried, for they fhall have 
no friends left to do it, and the enemies; fhall not have fo much hu- 
manity in them as to do it ; and then they fhall be as dung, upon the 
earth, fo vile and noifom: And it is well, if; as dung manures the 
earth, and makes it fruitful, fo thefe horrid fpectacles, which lie as 
monuments of divine juftice, might be a means to awaken the inhabi- 
tants of the earth to learn righteoufnefs . The effecl: ojfthis war will be 
the deflation of the whole land that is the feat of it, ver. 38; one 
land after another. ^ But here are two expreflions more, that feemt 
to make the cafe in a particular manner piteous. (1.) Te Jhall 
fall like a pleafajit veflfel, ver. 34. The moft defirable perfons 
among, them, that moft valued themfelves, and were moft valued., 
fliall fall by the fword • that were looked upon as veffels of honour* 
Ye fhall fall as a Venice glafc, or a China difli, which is foon bro- 
ken all to pieces ; even the tender and delicate fliall fhare in the 
common calamity ; the fword devours one as well as another. 
(2.) Even the peaceable habitations are cut down'. Thofe that ufe 
to be quiet,^ and hot molefted, the habitations in which ye have 
long dwelt in peace; fhall now be no longer fuch, but cut down by 
the war: Or, Thofe that ufed to be quiet, and not molefting any 
of their neighbours, thofe that lived in peace, eafily, and gave no 
provocation to any, yet fhall not efcape. This is one of the dire- 
ful effects of war, that even thofe who were moft harmlefs and in- 
ofterifive, yet fufter hard things. Blefied be God, there is a peace- 
able habitation above for all the fons of peace; which is out of the 
reach of fire and fword. 



CHAP. XXVI, 

0 ' 1 * « « 

As in the hijlory of the ASts of the Apoftles, that of their preaching 
and that of their fnjfering is interwoven, fo it is in the account 
zve have of the prophet Jeremiah ; witnejs this chapter, where 
we are told (l.) How faithfully he preached, ver. 1, — 6. (2..) 
How fpitefully he was perfecuted for fp doing by the priejls and the 
prophets, ver. 7.,- — 1 1. ( 3. J How bravely he flood to his doclrine 
in the face of his perfecutors, ver. 12,-15. if 4 J How tvonder- 
fully he was protected and delivered by the prudence of the princes 
and elders, ver. 16,-19. Though Urij 'ah, another prophet, was 
about the fame time put to death by Jehoiakim, ver. 20,-23, 
yet Jeremiah met with thofe that filtered him, ver. 24. 
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N thfc beginning of the reign of Jeholakini the 
fon of Joliah king of Jiidab, came this word from 
theLOE-D, faying, 2. Thus faith the LORD, Stand 




in the court of the LORDS houfe, and fpeak unto all 
the cities of Judah, which come to worfliip in the 
LORDS houle, all the words that I command thee to 
fpeak unto them ; ' diminifh not a word: 3; If fo be 
they will hearken; and turn every man from his evil way, 
that I may repent me of the evil which I purpdfe to 
do unto them; becaufe of the evil of their doings* 
4. And thou fhalt fay untd them; Thus faith the LORD, 
If ye will not hearken to hie to walk in my law, which 
I have fet before you, 5. To hearken to the words 
of my fervants the prophets, whom I fent unto you, 
both rifing up early; and fending them (but ye have not 
hearkened) 6; Then will I make this houfe like Shi- 
loh, and will make this city a curie to' all the nations 
of the earth; 



We have here the fermon that Jeremiah preached, which gave 
fuch offence, that he was in danger of lofing his life for it. It is 
here left upon record, as it were by way of appeal to the judgment 
of impartial men in all ages* whether .Jeremiah was worthy to die 
for delivering fuch a rriefiage as this from God, and whether his per- 
fecutors were not very wicked and unreafbnable men. 

1. God directed him where to preach this fermon, and wherij 
and to what auditory, ver. 2. Let not any cenfure Jeremiah as in- 
difcreet in the choice of place and time, nor fay he might have de- 
livered his meflage more privately, in a corner, among his friends 
that he could confide in, and that he deferved to" fmart for not acting 
more cautioufly; for God gave him orders to preach *;/ the court of the 
Lord's houfe, which was within the peculiar jurifdi&ion of his fworn 
enemies the priefts, and who would therefore take themfelves to be 
in a particular manner affronted; He muft preach this, as it fliould 
feem, at the time of one of the moft folemn feftivals, when perfons 
were come from all the cities of Judah to wcrfl)ip in the Lord's 
houfe. Thefe worfhippers, y/e may fuppofe 5 had a great veneration 
for their priefts, would credit the character they gave of men, and 

bs exafperated againft thofe whom they, put into an ill name, . and 

con- 



Ghati. XXVt J E ft EMI AH. 




cohfequently. fide with them, and ftreiigtheh their hands againft Je- 
remiah : But none of thefe things muft move him, or daunt him * 
in the face of all this danger he muft preach this_fermon, which, if 
it were not convincing, 

the prophet might be in fome temptation to palliate the matter, and 
make it better to his hearers than God had made k to him, to ex- 
change an offenfive exprefliori fot one mote plaufible, therefore 
God chargeth him particularly not to diminijh a word, but to (peak 
all the things, nay, and all the words that he had commanded him; 
Note- GodVambafladors muft keep clofe to their inftructions, and 
not in the leaft vary from them, either, to pleafe men; or to fave 
themfelves harmlefs: They muft neither add nor dmint/h* Deut. 



IV. 2. 



Irefled 



to all the people; faying, The LORD fait me t 
prophefy againft this houfe, arid againft this city n 
rhe words that </e have heard; i 3 . Therefore : n 

your ways, and your doings, and obey the v * 
of the LORD your God, and the LORD will ren?*' 
him of the evil ; that, he . hath pronounced againft 
14. As for me, oehold, I am in yovfr hand: to do with 
me as feemeth good and meet tinto you- re- r* 
know ye for certain • that if ye put me to death, y l 
fhall furely bring innocent blood upon your felves/and 
upon this city,, arid upon the inhabitants thereof : for of 
a truth the 'LORD hath fent me unto you, to f pea k 



not <we offence to any, but fuch as were refolved to go on ftill in all thefe words in your ears; 



their trefpafles. 

1. He muft affure them, that if they would, repent of their fins, 
and turn from them, though they were in imminent danger of ruin, 
and defolating judgments were juft at the door, yet a flop fhould be 
put to them, and God would proceed no further in his coritroverfy 
with them, ver. 3. this was the main thing God intended in fend- 
ing him to them, to try if they would return from their, fins, that 
fo God might turn from his anger, and. turn away the judgments 
that threatned them ; which he was not only willing, but very de- 
lirous to do, as foon as he could do it without prejudice to the honour 
of his jufticc and holinefs. See how God waits to be gracious^ 
waits till we are duly qualified, till we are fit for him to be gracious 
to, and in the mean time tries variety of methods to bring us to 

be fo. 

2. He muft on the other hand affure them, that if they continue 
obftinate to all the calls God gave them, and would perfift in their 
difobedience, it would certainly end in the ruin of their city and 
temple, ver. 4, 5, 6. (1.) That which. God required of them 
was, that they fliould be obfervant of what he had faid to them, 
both by the written word, and by his minifters; that they fliould 
walk in all his law which he fet before them, the law of Mofes, 
and the ordinances and commandments of it; and that they Ihould 
hearken to the words of his fervants the prophets, who prefied no- 
thing upon them but what was agreeable to the law of Mofes, that 
was fet before them, as a touchftone to try the fpirits by 5 and by 
this they were diftinguifhed from the falfe prophets, who drew them 
from the Jaw, mftead of drawing them to it. The law was what 
God himfclfyif before them: The prophets were his own fervants, 
and were immediately fent by him to them, and fent with a great 
deal of care and concern, rifing early to fend them, left they fhould 
cornd too late, when their prejudices had got pofleffion, and were 
become invincible. They had hitherto been deaf both to the law 
and to the prophets, ye have not hcarhied ; all he expects now is, 
that at length they fliould heed what he faid, and make his word 
their rule. A reafonable demand ! (2.) That which is threatned 
in cafe of refufal is, that this city, and the temple in it, fliall fare 
as their predeceflbrs did, Shiloh and the tabernacle there, for a like 
refufal to walk in God's law, and hearken to his prophets, then 
when the prefent difpenfation of prophecy juft began in Samuel. 
Now could a fentence be expreft more unexceptionably ? Is it not 
a rule of juftice, ut parium par ft ratio ? If jerufalem be like Shi- 
loh, in refpect of fin, why fliould it not be like Shiloh in refpeft 
of punifhment? Can any other be expected ? This was not the 
firft time he had given them, warning to this purpofe ; fee chap, vii. 
12, 13, 14. When the temple, which was the glory of Jerufa- 
lem, was deftroyed, the city was thereby made a curfe ; for the 
temple was that which made 'it a bleffing. If the fait lofe that fa- 
vow; it is thenceforth good for nothing. It lhall be a curfe, i. e. it 
fhall be the pattern of a curfe ; if a man would curfe any city, 
he would fay, God make it like Jerufalem! Note, Thofe that will 
not be fubjeel to the commands of God, make themfelves fubjefr. 
to the curie of God. 

7 So the priefts, and the prophets, and all the people, 



* 1 



J 

LORD. 



Jeremiah 



made an end of fpeaking all that the LORD had com- 
manded him to fpeak unto all the people, that the priefts, 
and the prophets, and all the people took him, faying, 
Thou ihalt furely die. 9. Why haft thou prophefied in 
the name of the LORD, laying, This houfe fhall be like 
Shiloh, and this city iliali be defolate without an inha- 
bitant ? and all the people were ga 
miah, in the houfe of the LORD, 
princes of Judah heard thefe things, then tney came up 
from the kings houfe unto the houfe of the LORD, 
and fat down in the entry of the new gate of the 



10. 



J 

When 



houfe 



11. Then fpake the priefts, and flie 



prophets unto the princes, and to all the people, fay- 
ing, This man is worthy to die, for he hath prophe- 
fied againft this city, as ye have heard with your ears. 

12. 5 Then fpake Jeremiah unto all the princes, and 



One would have hoped, that fuch a fermon as that in the fore: 
going verfes, fo plain and practical, fo rational and pathetical, and 
delivered in God's name, fhould have wrought upon even this peo 
pie, efpecially meeting them now at their, devotions,- and fliould 
have preVailed with them to repent and reform ; but inftead of a . 
wakening their conviftions, . it did but exafperaie their corruptions", 
as appears by this account of the efFe£t of it. ... s 

1. Jeremiah is charged wirh it as a crime, that he had preached 
fuch a fermon, and is apprehended for it as a . criminal. The/nV/r 
and falfe prophets,- and. people heard him fpeak thefe words, ver. 7* 
And it feems they had patience to hear him out, did not difturti 
him when he was preaching, nor give him any interruption till he 
had made an end of fpeaking all that the Lord commanded him to 
fpeak ; So far they were fairer with him than fome of the perfect 
tors of God's minifters have been ; they let him fay all he had to 
fay, and yet perhaps with an ill defign, in hopes to have fome- 
thing worfe yet to lay to his charge: But having no worfe., this fhall 
fuffice to ground an indictment upon : He hath faid, TiAs houfe 
fjall be like Shiloh. See how unfair they are in reprefenting his 
words :^ He had faid in God's name, If ye will not hcarkon tome 
then will I ?nake this houfe like Shiloh ; but they leave out God's 
hand in the defolation, / will ?nake it fo, and their own hand in 
it, in not hearkening to the voice of God, and charged it upon 
him, that he blafphemed this holy place ; the crime charged both 
on our Lord Jefus and on Stephen, that he /aid, This houfe Jballbt 
like Shiloh. Well might he complain, as David doth, Pfal.hu 5. 
Every day they wrcjl ?ny words ; and we muft not think it ftrange, 
if we, and what weiay and do, be thus mifrepreiented. And when 
the accufation was fo weakly grounded, no marvel that the fen- 
tence paiTed upon it was unjuft, Thou Jhalt furely die. What he 
had faid agreed with' what God had faid, when he took poffeffion 
of the temple, 1 Kings ix. 6, 7, 8. If you Jh all at all turn from 
following after me, then this houfe Jhall be abandoned, and yet he 
is condemned to die for faying it. It is not out of any concern for 
the honour of the temple that they appear thus warm, but becaufe 
they are refolved not to part with their fins, in which they flatter 
themfelves with a conceit, that the temple of the Lord will proteft 
them ; therefore right or wrong, Thou Jhalt furely die. This out- 
cry of the priefts and prophets raifed the mob, and all the people 
were gathered together againfl Jere7niah, in a popular tumult, 
ready to pull him to pieces ; were gathered about him^ fo fome 
read it ; they flocked together, fome crying one thing, and fome 
another. Tlie people that were at firft prefent, were hot againft him, 
ver. 8. but their clamours drew more together, only to fee what 
the matter was. 

2. He is arraigned and indited for it before the higheft court 
of judicature they had. Here, (1.) The princes of Judah were 
his judges, ver. 10. Thofe that filled the thrones of judg- 
ment, the thrones of the houfe of David, the elders of Ifrael, they 
hearing of this tumult in the temple, came up from the king's 
houfe, where they ufually fat near the court, to the houfe of the- 
Lord, to enquire into this matter, and to fee that nothing was 
done diforderly. They fat down in the e?itry of the new gate 
of the LorcVs houfe, and held a court as it were by a fpecial com- 
miffion of Oyer and Terminer. (2.) The priefts and prophets 
were his perfecutors and accufers, and were violently fet againft 
him. They appealed to the princes, and to all the people, to the 
court and the jury, whether this ?nan be not worthy to die, ver. n» 
The corrupt priefts and counterfeit prophets have always been the 
moft bitter enemies of the prophets of the Lord ; they had ends of 
their own to ferve, which they thought fuch preaching as this would 
be an obftruction to. When Jeremiah prophefied in the houfe of 
the king concereing the fall of the royal family, chap. xxii. 1. the 
court, though very corrupt, bore it patiently, and we do not find thev 
perfecuted him for it ; but when he comes into the houfe oftheUra^ 
and toucheth the copy-hold of the priefts, and contradicts the lies 
and flatteries of the falfe prophets, then he is adjudged worthy to die. 
For the prophets prophefied falfely, and the priefts bore rule by their 
means, Jer. 5. ult. Obferve, When Jeremiah is indicted before 
the princes, the ftrefs of his accufation is laid upon what he feid 
concerning the city, becaufe they thought the princes would bo 
moft concerned about that. But concerning the words fpoken, 
they appeal to the people^ Ye have heard what he hath faid, let it 
be given in evidence, 
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life, and 



wordsj, or to dimmifh 
ftand to> though it b 
i againft this houfe, ar 



this 




Tr ^ffeftion to the govierhment in church 6t ftate, but, Yhe Lord 
f t me to prophefy thus; f6 he begins his apology, ver. 12. ted 

V he concluded jt* . for this is that he refol ves to abide by as fuffieieht 

V bear him out, per. 1$-. Of a truth the Lord hath fent me unto 

V to [peak 'all thefe words: As long as rhinifters keep clofe to 
j n firu£{ioris they have from heaven, they need hot fear the c>p- 

fition they. may ineet with' from hell or earth, He pleads he 



file. I Jeremiah', that they fhould hot give him into the hand 

of the people to put hirri to death; 

. . Here is, I. The acquitting of Jeremiah from the charge exhi- 
bited againft hirm He had indeed fpoken the words a£ they w6r£ 
laid in the indiftmerit, but they are not looked upon to be fediti- 
ousj or treasonable, ill intended, or of any ill tendency., and there- 
fore , the court and country agree to find hirri not guilty. The 
priefts and prophets^ notwithftariding. his rational plea for himfelL 



contutued tp demand judgment againft hirri ; but the princes, and 
all the s people are dear in it, That this man is not . worthy to die* 
yer.. it 6. for (fay they) . he hath , fpoken to us-, .not of himfelf; but 
in the na?ne of the . Lord our God. And are they willing to own, 



nofition they.may meet witn trom neu or eartn we pleads ne tha t he did indeed, fpeak to them in fhe name of the Lord, and that 

U but a menenger, and if lie faithfully deliver his menage he that Lord ; s their God ? wny then did they hot amend their ways 

muft bear no blame ; but he is a meffenger from the Lord, to whom and doings, and take the method he prefcribed to prevent the ruin 

they were accountable as well as he, and therefore might demand bf their country ? If they fay his prophecy is from heaven, it may 

If he fpeak but what God appointed him to fpeak} he is I :..ju_ i.~ tjt'/j^ jiJ ?< ^ . I . • __r 
^der the divine; protection*, and whatever affront the^ offer to the 
aribafiadors will be refented by the prince, that fent him. .... 
He fhews therh that he did it with a good defign* and that it 



«T2s thfeir fault if they did not make a good ufe of it. It was faid 
not by way of fatal fentence, but of fair warning ; if they would 
take the warning, they might prevent the execution of the fen- 
tence ver. X 3. Shall I take it ill of a rrian that tells me of my 



and 



return 



j indeed (faith Jeremiah) prophefied againft this city, but if 

wuwitt now amend your ways and your doings, the threatned ruin 
fhall be prevented, which was the thing I aimed at in giving^ ydu 
the warning. Thofe are very iirijuft, who complain of minifters 
for preaching hell and damnation, when it is only to keep them 
from that place of torment, and bring them to heaven and fal- 

• - • 

He therefore warns them of their danger if they proceed 2- 
eainft him* ver. 14. As for me, the matter is not great what be- 
comes of me \ Behold, I am in your hand ; you know I am 5 I nei- 
ther have any power, nor can make any intereft^ to oppofe you, 
neither is it & much rhy concern to fave rriy own life ; do with me 
as feemeth meet unto you, if I be led to the flaughter, it fhall be 
as a lamb* Note, It becomes God's minifters, that are warrri in 
preaching^ to be calm in fuffering, and to carry it fubmiflively to 
the powers that are over them, though they be perfecuting powers. 
But for themfelves, he tells them, it is at their peril if they put him 
to death, Te .Jhall furelj) bring innocent blood upon yourf elves ^ ver. 15: 
they might think that killing the prophet would help to defeat the 
prophecy, but they would prove wretchedly deceived, it would but 
add to their guilt, and aggravate their ruin; Their owli cohfei- 

ences could hot but tell therri^ that if Jeremiah was (as certainly 
he was) fent of God to bring them this meflage^ it was at their 
utmoft peril if they treated him for it as a malefaction Thofe 
that perfecute (3od 7 s minifters, hurt hot them fo much as them- 
felves. 

16. 5 Then faid the prirtce^, and all the people iiritb 
the priefts, and to the prophets* This man is not wor- 
thy to die : for he hath fpoken to us in the name of the 
LORD out God; 17* Then rofe up certain of the 
elders of the land* and fpake to all the affembly of 



the people* faying 



Micah the Morafthite 
Hezekiah king of Judah 
Tudah 



the LORD of hofts, Zion lhall be plowed like a field* 
and Jerufalem lhall become heaps* and the mountain 
of the houfe* as the high places of the forefb 



at all to death ? 



Judah* and all Judah _ 
i not fear the LORD, and 



*9 



fought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of 
the evil which he had pronounced againft them ? Thus 
might we procure great evil againft our fouls* 16 i Arid 
there was alfo a man that prophefied in the name of the 
LORD, Urijah the fon of Shemaiah bf Kirjath-jearim, 
who prophefied againft this city, and againft this land, 
according to all the words of Jeremiahs 21* And 
when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, 
and all the princes heard his words, the king fought to 



Urijah 

afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt. 



J 



hoiakim the king fent men into Egypt* namely^ Elna- 
than the fon of Achbor, and certai?i men with him into 

23, And they fet forth Urijah out of Egypt, 



Eg 



ypt. 



and brought him Unto Jehoiakim the king, vtho Hew I fame tin ^ f or both w£re in the reign of Jehoiakim, and this in 
him with the fword, and call his dead body into the ^ beginning of 'his m]^, ver. 1. ^ Obferve, j Urijah's prophecy* 



juftly be asked, Wliy did ye not then believe him? Mat. xxi.. 25. 
Note, It is pity that thofe who are fo.far convinced of the divine 
original of gofpel- preaching, as to protect it from the malice of 
others, do not fubmit to the power and influence of it themfeives. 

2. A precedent quoted to jiiftify them in acquitting Jeremiah. 
Some of the elders of the land, either the princes before mentioned, 
or the more intelligent men of the people, flood upj and. put the 
aflembly in mind of a former cafe^ as is ufual with us in giving 
judgment ; for the wifdom of our predeceflbrs is a direclrion to us. 
The cafe referred to is that of Micah : We have extant the book 
bf his prophecy arriong the minor prophets, (i.) Was it thought 
ftrange, that Jeremiah prophefied againft this cityj and .the temple? 
Micah did fo before him; feven in the reign of .Hezekiahj that reigri 
bf reformation^ ver, l8; t Micah faid it as publickly, as Jeremiah 
had. how fpoken to the fame purpofe, Zion Jhall be plowed like a. 
field, the building fhall be all deftroyed, fo that nothing lhall hinder 
but it may. be plowed; . Jerufalem Jhall become heaps. of ruins, and 
the mountain of the houfe, on which the temple is built, fhall be as 
the high places of the firefly Overrun with briers and thorns. That 
prophet not only fpoke this, but wrote it; and left it on record : we 
find it, Mic. hi. 12. By this it appears; that a man may be, as Micah 
was, a true prophet of the Lord, and yet may prophefy the deftru&iort 
bf Zibii and Jerufalem; When we threaten fecure finners with thfc 
taking away of the Spirit of God and the kingdom of God from them, 
and declining churches with the removal of the candlefrick, we fay no 
more than what has Been faid many a time; and what we have war- 
rant from the word of God to fay; ^ (2.) Was it thought fit by the 
princes to Juflify Jeremiah in What he had done ? It was what He- 
zekiah did, before them iri a like cafe. Did Hezekiah, and the 
people of Judah; i. e. the reprefentatives of the. people, the com- 
hions hi parliament* did they complain of Micah the prophet? 
Did they impeach hiriij or make an a£t to filence him, and put 
hirri to death ? Nd$ . oh the contrary, they took the warning he 
gave therri : Hezekiah; that renowned prince, of blefled memory* 
fet a good example before his fuccefibrs, for he feared the Lord, aa 
Noah, who being warned of God of things not feen as yet, was 
moved with fear. Micah's preaching drove him to his knees ; he 
be/bught the Lord to turn away the judgment threatned, and to be 
reconciled to them 5 and he found it was not in vain to do fo* 
for the Lord repented him of the evil, and returned in mercy to 
them ; fent an angel, who routed the army of the Afiyrians, that 
threatned to have plowed Zion like a field, ver. 19. Hezekiah 
got good by the preaching, and then, you rriay be fure$ he would 
do ho harm to the preacher. Thefe elders conclude, that it would 
be of dangerous confequence to the ftate^ if they fhould gratify the 
importunity of the priefts arid prophets, in putting Jeremiah ta 
death ; Thus might we procure great evil againjl our folds. Note* 
It is good to frighten ourfelves from fin, with the confideration of 
the rnifchief we fhall certainly do to ourfelves by itj and the irrepa- 
rable damage it will be to our own fouls. 

3. Here is an inftance of another prophet that was put to death 
by Jehoiakim^ for prophefyirig as Jeremiah had done, ver. 20. &c* 
Some make this to be urged by the perfecutorsj as a cafe that fa-*, 
voiired the profecution, a modern cafe, in which fpeaking fucli 
words as Jeremiah had fpoken was adjudged treafon. Others think 
the eld£rs$ that were advocates for Jeremiah, alledged this, to fhew? 
that thus they might procure great evil againft their fouls ± for it 
would be adding fin to fin ; Jehoiakim the prbfent king had flain 
one prophet already, let them not fill up the rrieafure, by flaying 
another. Hezekiah that protected Micah profpered ; but did Je« 
hoiakim profper* tnat flew Urijah ? No, they all few the contrary. 
As good examples, and the good cbrifequences of them, fhould en- 
courage us in that which is good, fo the examples of bad men j and 
the bad confeqtiences of them^ fhbuld deter us from that which is 
evil. But fome good interpreters take this narrative from the hifto- 
riari that penned the book* Jeremiah himfelf, or iJarucb, who, 
to make Jeremiah's deliverance by means of the princes the more 
wonderful, takes notice of this paflage that happened about the 



graves of the common people. 24. Neverthelefs, 
the hand of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan was - with 

N°. 63, 



it was againft this city, and this land, according to all the words of 

Jeremiahi The prophets of the Lord agreed in their teftimony. 



i 



Chap. XXVII. 




"and one would have thought, that out of the mouth of . fo manjij 
witnefTes, the word fhould have been regarded. (2.) The ; profe* 
♦cution of him for it, vir. 21; .Jehoiakim and his courtiers w^re 
'exafperated^againft him, and fought to put him .to death , in this 
•wicked defign the king himfelf was principally concerned, (3.) 
: His abfconding thereupon. : JVhen he heard that the king was be- • 
come his enemy, and fought his life, he was afraid* and fled, and 
'went into Egypt. This was certainly his fault-, and ah effe& of the 
Veaknefs of his faith, and it fped accordingly. ; He diftrufted God, 
: and his power to protect him, and bear him out ; he was too much 
tinder the power of that fear of man, which brings a fnare. It 
looked as if he durft not ftand to what he 'had faid, or Was aftiamed ! 
of his mafter. It was efpecially unbecoming him to flee into. 

and fo in effedt to abandon the land of Ifrael, and to 

Note, There 




the .beginning .of, the; : reign of Jehoiafeitn 



Egypt, 



throw himfelf quite out of the way of being ufeful. 
are many that have much grace, that have little courage ; that 
^are very honeft, but withal very timorous; (4.) His execution 
notwithftanding. jehoiakim's malice, one would have thought, ' | meet Unto me; 



.might have contented itfelf with his banilhment, and it might fuf- 
fice to have driven him the country"; but they are bhod-thirjly that 
hate the upright , Prov. xxix. 10. it was the life, that precious life, 
that he hunted after, and nothing left would fatisfy him-. So im- 
placable is his revenge, that he fe^ds a party of foldiers into Egypt, 
fome hundreds of miles, and they bring him back by force of arms. 
It would not fufficiently gratify him to have him flain in Egypt, 
but he muft feed his eyes with the bloody fpe&acle • they brought 
hi?n to Jehoiakim., and he flew him with the fword, for ought I 
know with his own hands. Yet' neither did this fatisfy his infati- : 
able malice, but he loads the dead body of the good man with in- [ 
famy, would not allow it the decent refpefis ufually and juftly paid 
to the remains of men of diftinftion^ but caft it into the graves of 
the common • people, as if he had not been a prophet of the Lord;, 
thus was the Jhield of Saul vilely cajl away, as though he had not ; 
been anointed with oil. Thus Jehoiakiiii hoped to ruin his reputa- 
tion with the people, that no heed might be given to his predicti- 
ons, and to deter others from prophefying in like manner, but in 
vain ; Jeremiah faith the fame. There is no contending with the 
word of God. Herod thought he . had gained his point When he 
had cut off John baptift's head, but found himfelf deceived, when 
foon after he heard of Jefus Chrift, and faid in a fright, This is 

John the baptifl. ..... 

(4.) Here is Jeremiah's deliverance^ Though Urijah was lately 

put to death, and perfecutors, when they have tafted the blood of 
faints, are apt to thirft after more, as Herod, Afts xii. 2, 3; yet 
God wonderfully preferved Jeremiah, though he did no* flee as 
Urijah did, but ftood his ground. Ordinary minifters may ufe 
ordinary means, provided they be lawful ones, for their own pre- 
fervation ; but they that had an extraordinary million, might ex- 
pert an extraordinary protection. God raifed up a friend for Jere? 
miah, whofe hand was with him ; he took him by the hand in a 
friendly way, encouraged him, aflifted him, appeared for him; It 
was Ahikam the fon of Shaphan, one that was a minifter of ftate 
in Jofiah's time; we read of him, 2* Kings xxii. 12. Some think 
Gedaliah was the fon of this Ahikam, He had a great intereft, it 
Ihould feem, among the princes, and he ufed it in favour of Je- 
remiah, to prevent the further de'figris of the priefts and prophets 
againft him, who would have had him turned over into the hand of 
the people; not' thofe people, ver. 16. that had adjudged him inno- 
cent, but the rude and infolent mob, whom they could perfuade by 
their curfed infinuations not only to cry, crucify him, crucify him, 
but to Jlone him to death in a popular tumult ; for perhaps Jehoia- 
kim had been fo reproached by his own - confcience for flaying 
Urijah, that they defpaired of making him the tool of their ma- 
lice. Note, God can, when he pleafeth, raife up great men to 
patronize good men ; and it is an encouragement to u£ to truft 
him in the way of duty, that he hath all mens hearts in his 
hands. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Jeremiah the prophet, fince he cannot perfuade people to fubmit to 
God's precept, and fo to prevent the de/lruclion of their country by 
■' the king of Babylon, is here perfuading them to fubmit to God's 
providence, by yielding tamely to the king of Babylon, and becoming 
tributaries to him, which was the wifefl courfe they could now take, 
and would be a mitigation .of the calamity, and prevent the laying 
of their country wajle by fire and fword', the facrificing of their 
-liberties would be the faving of their lives. (1.) He gives this 
-counfel in God's name to the kings of the neighbour-nations, that 
they might make the befl of bad, affuring them, that there was no 
remedy but they mufl ferve the king of Babylon ; and yet in time 
there Jhould be relief, for his dominion Jhould lajl but 7 o years, 
ver, 1. ( %.) He gives this counfel to Zedekiah king of Ju- 

dah particularly, ver. 12,-— 14. and to the prie/ls and people, 
affuring them, that the king of Babylon Jhould Jfill proceed againft 
them, till things were brought to the lafl extremity, and a patient 

. fubmiffion would be the only way to mitigate the calamity, and make 
** ea fy> ver. 12,^22. Thus the prophet, if they would but have 
hearkened to him, 'would have directed them in the paths of true 

.$olicy 7 as well as of true piety* 



fon of Jofiah king. of\sJudah^ came^this'word C 
to Jeremiah [from the LORD, ' faying* \ "Th'us f f a i t u 
the LORD. to rrie^, Makfe 'thee -bonds : aha ; yoke S , and 
put them upon thy neck*. 3. And fend .^ern. to * 
king of Edom, . and tp the king of Moab^ and ; to the 
king of the Ammonites, and ..to the king of ^Tyrus- 
and to the king of ; Zidon.i by the hand^of ?the meffen! 
gers which come to Jerufalem unto : Zedekiah' king 0 f 
Judah; . 4*. And command them to fay r tinto their 
mafters, Thus faith the LORD of hoft^; the God 1 of 
Ifrael, thus fhall ye fay unto 1 your matters* \ r ^jfo/f.J&yg 
made the earthy the main and .the beafb/that are'un^ 
the - ground, by my great power* . and, -by - t my; out- 
ftretched arm* and have giyen it unto whom it feemed 

6. And now have I 'giyeii all thefe 
lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar^ the kin 



g 



Babylon : 



of 

Babylon my fervant, and the beafts of the field. hiye ; I 
given him alfo to ferve him; . 7. And -all "nations fliall 
ferve him and. his fon, * and,his Tons fon; until the very 
time of his land come ; and then many nations and 
great kings fhall . ferve them felves of him; 8; And it 
fhall come to pafs^ that the'nation and kingdom which 
will not ferve the fame Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon 3 and that will not put their heck tinder the 
yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punift^ 
faith the LORD* with the fword, and with the famine* 
and with- the peftilence, until I have confumed them 
by his hand. 9. Therefore hearken ndt ye- to youc 
prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers 
nor to your enchanters, nor to your forcerers, which 
fpeak unto you, faying, Ye fhall not ferve the king of 
~ * ' 10. For they prophefy a lie unto you, to 

remove you far from your land, and that I fhould 
drive you oijtj and ye fhould perilh. 11. But the- na- 
tions that bring their neck under the yoke of the king 
of Babylon, and -ferve him, thofe will I let. remain 
ftijl in their own land, faith the LORD, and they 
lhall till if, and dwell therein. c 1 

m 

Some difficulty occurs in the date of this prophecy. This word 
is laid to comelo Jeremiah, in the beginnhtg of the reign of Jchola- 
kirn, ver. and yet the meflengers, to whom he is to deliver the 
badges of fervitude, are faid, ver. 3. to come to Zedekiah king of 
Judah, who reigned , not till eleven years after the beginning of 
Jehoiakim's reign. Some make it an error of the copy, and that 
it. fhould be read, ver. I. In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, 
for which fome negligent fcribe, having his eye on the title of the 
foregoing chapter, wrote Jehoiakim. And if one would admit a 
miftalce any where it fhould be here, for Zedekiah is mentioned 
again, ver. I2» and the next prophecy is dated the fame year, and 
faid to be in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, chap, xxviii. I. 
Dr. Lightfoot folves it thus, In the beginning of Jehoiakim's 
reign, Jeremiah is -to make thefe bonds and yokes, and to put them 
upon his own neck, in token of Judah's fubje&ion to the king of 
Babylon, which began at that time, but he is to fend them to the 
neighbouring kings afterwards in the reign of Zedekiah, of whofe 
fucceffion to Jehoiakim, and the ambafladors fent to him, mention 
is made by way of prediction. 

1. Jeremiah is to prepare a fign of the general reduction of all 
thefe countries into fubje£Hon to the king of -Babylon, ver. 2, 
Make thee bonds and yokes, yokes with bonds to faften them, that 
the beaft may not flip his neck our of the yoke. Into thefe the 
prophet muft- put. his own neck, to make them taken notice of as 
a prophetical reprefentation ; for every one would enquire, what was 
the meaning of Jeremiah's yokes ? We find him with one on, chap, 
xxviii. 10. Hereby he intimated, that he advifed them to nothing 
but what he was refblved to do himfelf ; for. lie was none of thofe 
that bind heavy burdens on others, which they themfelves will not 
touch with one of their fingers. Minifters muft thus lay themfelves 
under the v/eight and obligation of what they preach to others. 

2. He is to fend this, with a fermon annexed to it, to all the 
neighbouring princes; thofe are mentioned, wr. 3, that lay next 
to the land of Canaan. It fhould feem there was a treaty of alli- 
ance on foot between the king of Judah and all thofe other kings; 
Jerufalem was the .place appointed for the treaty 3 thither they all 
fend their plenipotentiaries 5 and it was agreed, that they fhould 
bind themfelves in a league offenfive and defenfive, to ftand by one 
another, in oppofition to the growing threatning greatnefs of the 
king of Babylon, and to reduce his exorbitant power. A might/ 
confidence they had in their ftrength thus united, and were ready 
to call themfelves the High Allies : But when the envoys were re- 
turning to their refpe&ive matters, with the ratification of this 
treaty, Jeremiah gives each of them a yoke to carry to his mafter, 

to fignify to him, that he muft either by confent or by com- 

• * " - pulfiofl 
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lfion ' Become a fervant to th,e king of Babylon, let him chodfe 
which he -will.'., I" the fermon uponthis fig% ... 
\ flnA. afierts his own-indifputable right: to difpofe of kingdoms 

ver.-$.. ;"\He~is.the creator of all things ; he made 




*f- f a fth*^fa&9 eftablifhed ifc.md : it abideth : It is ftill the fame, 
though one\geneYaiidn pdffeth away, and ) another comes ; . he ftill by 
r-nnfinued creation pxoduceth, man: and. beajl upon the ground; 
nd it is by his great power and out-jlr etched -arm. / His arm has an 
"nfinite * ftrength} though it. be firetched out. . Upon this account 
he may give and conveys. property and 'dominion to whomfoever 
he pleafeth: As he, hath gracioufly given the earth to the children 
f men in general, Pfal. cxy.\ i6.,;f6 he gives to each their fhare of 
ft be it more or lefs. . Note} Whatever any have of the good 
things pfr.this.'world, it js ; what _God fees fit to give them; we our- 
selves fhould therefpre.be .content, though we have never fo little*, 
and riot envy any their fhare, though they:have never fo much.* 

2. He publifheth a grant of all thefe countries to Nebuchadnez- 
zar.' Know all rhert by thefe prefents, Sciant pr'afentes £ff futuri, 
This is to certify all whorri it may concern; that I have given all 
thefe lands, with all the. wealth of them, into the hands of the king 
of Babylon, even the beajls of the field, whether tame or, wild, 
have 7 given to him, parks and paftures, they are all his own; 
Nebuchadnezzar was a proxid wicked rriari, an idolater, and yet 
God in his providence gives him this large dominion; thefe vaft 
pofleflions. Note, The things of this world are not the beft things, 
for God often gives the largeft fhare of them to bad men, that are 
rivals with him, and rebels againft him; He was a wicked man, 
and yet vyhat he had he had by divine grant; Note; Dominion is hot 
founded in grace. Thofe that have not any colourable title to eter- 
nal happinefs, may yet have a juftifiable title to their temporal good 
things. Nebuchadnezzar, is a very ill man; and yet God calls 
him his ferVant, be'caufe he employed him as ah inftrument of his 
providence for the chaftifing of the nations; arid particularly his 
own people ; and for his fervice therein, he thus liberally repaid 
him; Thofe whom God makes ufe of, fhall not lofe by him ; 
much more will he be found the bountiful rewarder of all thofe 
that defignedly and fincerely ferve him.. 

g. He aiTures them; that they mould all be unavoidably brought 
Under the dominion of the king of Babylon for a time, ver. y. Jill 
Nations, all thefe nations; and many others, fhall ferve him and his 
fori, and his Jon's Jon : His Ton was Evil-merodach, and his fbn's 
Von Belfhazzar, in whom his kingdom ceafed : then the time of 
reckoning with his land came, ; when the tables fhall be turned^ 
and many nations and great kings incorporated, in the empire of 
the Medes and Perfians, fhali ferve them/elves of him, as before, chap; 
xxv. 14; Thus Adonibezek was trampled upon himfelf, as he had 
trampled on other kings; .... \ <t . . .... 

4. He threatens thofe with military execution that flood but 
and would not fubmit to the king of Babylon, ver. 8. That nation 
that will not put their neck under his yoke, I will piiniflj with fword 
and famin'e^ with one judgment after another^ till it is confumed by 
his hand. Nebuchadnezzar was very unjuft and barbarous in in- 
vading the rights and liberties of his neighbours thus, and for- 
cing them into a fubjeftion to himj yet God had juft and holy 
ends in permitting it, , to punifh thefe nations for their idolatry and 
grofs immoralities; They that would not ferve the God that 
made them; were juftly made to ferve their enemies that fought 
to ruiri them; , 

5. He fhews them the vanity of all the. hopes they fed them- 
felves with, that they fhould preferve their liberties, ver. 9, 10. 
Thefe nations had their prophets too, that pretended to foretel 
future events by the ftars$ or by dreams, or enchantments ; and 
they, to pleafe their patrons^ arid oecaufe they would themfelves 
have it fq, flattered them with afliirances; that they Jhould not 
ferve the king of Babylon. Thus they defigried to animate them 
to a vigorous' refiftance; arid though they had no ground for itj 
they hoped hereby to do them fervice : . But he tells them it ;would 
prove to their deftruciion ; for by refifting they would provoke the 
conqueror to deal feverely with them, to remove ihern^ and drive 
them oat into a miferable captivity, iri which they fhould all be 
loft, and buried in oblivion; Particular prophecies againft thefe 
nations that bordered on Ifraei feverally, the ruin of which is here 
foretold in the general, we fhall meet with, Jer. xlviii. and xlix. 
and Ezek. xxv. which had the fame accompliftiment with this here; 
Note, when God judged^ he will overcome; 

6. He puts them in a fair way to prevent their deftru£tion, by 
a quiet and eafy fubmiffion, ver. ii. The natioris that will be 
content to ferve the king of Babylon, and pay him tribute for 70 
years (ten apprenticeships) thofe will I let remain JIM in their own 
land: They that will bend, fhall not break. Perhaps the domi- 
nion of the king of Babylon may bear no harder upon them than 
that of their own kings had done. It is many times more a point 
°f honour than true wifdom.* to prefer liberty before life. It is 
n ot mentioned to the difgrace of Iflachar, that becaufe he faw rejl 
was good 9 and the land pleafa?it i that he might peaceably enjoy 
tt> he bowed his Jhoulder to bear, and becatne a fervant to tribute, 
Gen. xlix. 14, 15. as thefe here are advifed to do, ferve the king 

Babylon, and you fhall till the land, and dwell therein. Some] 
would condemn this as the evidence of a mean fpirit, but the pro-^' 

phet recommends it as that of a meek fpirit, that yields to neccf- 



*:ty, and by a quiet fubmiffibri' to' the hardeft turner -j 

ma^Ae beft of bad : itisbsturto do fc> £XflgS&3& 

L'evius Jit patientia quicquid corrigere. e/l hefaV 



Many might have prevented deftroying providences, by humblinc 
themfelves under humbling providences. , It is better td tSS 
up a lighter crofs in bur wa 7i than pull a heavier on bur bi*5 
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5 Ifpake alfo to Zedekidh king of tudah 



ing to all thefe words, faying, Bring your necks under the 
yoke of the brig of Babylorii arid ferve hirii and his peo- 
ple, and live 13. Why will ye die, thou and thy people, 

y ^t™*' r the famln e, and by the peftilence, as 
the hath fpoken againft the nation that will not 

ferve the kmg of Babylon ? j 4 . Therefore hearken not 
unto the words of the prophets that fpeak unto you, 
laying, Ye ihall riot ferve the king of Babylon : for they 
jirophefy a lie unto you. ij. For I have not fent them, 
faith the LORD, yet they prophefy a He in my name, 
that I might drive you but* and that ye might perifti, ye, 
and the prophets that prophefy unto you. , 1 6. Alfo I 
fpake to the priefts, and to all this people, faying, Thus 
faith the LORD, Hearken not to the words of your 
prophets, that prophefy unto, you, faying, .Behold, the 
veuels of the LORDs houfe ihall now ftiortly be brought 
again , from Babylon ; for they prophefy a lie unto you. 
17. Hearken not unto, them, ferve the king of Babylon 
and live : wherefore mould this city be laid waife ? 
i 8. But if they he prophets, and if the word of the LOR 
be with them, let them now make interceffion to the 




LORD 



s, that the Velfels -which are left in . the 
)RD, and in the houfe of the king of Jii- 
_ rufalem, go not to Babylon. 19. J For 
thus faith the LORD of hbfts, concerning the pillars, 
arid concerning the fea, and concerning the bafes, and 
Concerning the refidue of the velfels that remain in this 

■ m -- ■ - — - — — _ • 



J 



city 



Which 



notj when he carried away captive jeconiah the fon o£ 
Jehoiakirri king of Judah, from Jerufalem to Eabylon^ 
and all the nobles of Judah and Jerufalem: 21. 
thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God of ifraei, con- 
berning tHe veffels that remain in the hoiife of the LORD^ 
and in the hoiife of the king of Judah, and of Jerufalem, 
22. They fliall be carried to Babylon j and there lhall 
they be until the day that I vifit them, faith the LORD 2 
then will I bring them up, and reftore them to this 
place. 



» - 



. What was (aid to all the nations, ; is here with a particular ten- 
dernefs applied to the nation of the Jews, for whom Jeremiah was 
fenfibly concerned. The cafe at prefent ftood thus: Judah and 
Jerufalem had often contefted with the king of Babylon, and ftill 
were worried ; many both of their valuable perfons and their valu- 
able goods, were .carried to Babylon already, and fome of the 
vejfels of the Lord's houfe particularly. Now how this ftruggle 
would ifTue, was the queftion. They had thofe among them at 
Jerufalem, who pretended to be prophets^ that bid them hold out^ 
and they fhould, in a little time, be too hard for the king of Ba~ 
bylorij arid recover all that they had loft : Now Jeremiah is lent 
to bid them yield^ and knock under, for, inftead of recovering 
what they had loft, they fhould otherwife lofe all that remained, 
arid to pre fs them to this is the fcope of thefe verfes. 
. . i. Jeremiah humbly addrefteth the king of Judah; to perftvade 
him to furrender to the king of Babylon : his act would be the 
peoples, 1 and would determine them, and therefore he /peaks to 
hirri as to them all, ver. 12. Bring your 7iccks under the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, and live. . Is it their wifdom to fubmit to the 
heavy iron yoke of a cruel tyrant, that they may fecure the lives 
of their bodies ? Arid is it not much more our wifdom to fubmit 
to the fweet and eafy yoke of our rightful Lord and Mafter Jefus 
Chrift^ . that we may fecure the lives of our fouls ? Bring down 
your fpirits to repentance and faith, and that is the way to bring 
up your fpirits to heaven and glory. . And with much more co- 
gency t and corripaffion may we expoftulate with periming fouls^ 
than Jeremiah here expoftulates with a periming people, Why will 
ye die by the fword and the famine ? Miferable deaths, whicii you 
inevitably run yourfelves upon, under pretence of avoiding mifera- 
ble lives. What God had fpoken in general, of all thofe that 
would not fubmit to the king of Babylon, he would have them 
to apply , to themfelves, arid be afraid of. It were Well if finners 
would^ iri like manner, be afraid of the deftruftion threatned a- 
gainft all thofe that will not have Chri/l to reign over them, arid,rea- 

&n thus with thsmfclmj -Why Jhould we w the feco;id death, 
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Chap. XX VIIL 




which is a thoufand times worfe than that by /word and famine, 

when might fubmit and live,', , ■ :. \ 

%. He addrefleth hirnfelf Iikewi'fe to the priefts and the people, 
ver. 1 6. to perfwade .them to ferve the king of Babylon, that they 
might live, and might prevent the defolation of the city, ver. i j. 
Wherefore Jhould it be laid wafle ? as certainly it will be, if "you 
ftand it out. The*, priefts had been Jeremiah's Enemies, and had 
ibught his life to deftroy it, yet he. approves hirrrferf their frlehd, 
and feeks their lives to preferve and fecure them ; which is an ex- 
ample to us to render good for evil: When the blood-thirfly hate the 
upright-^ yet [the jufl feek his foul r , and the welfare of it, Prov. 

10. The matter was far gone here, they were upon the 



brink of ruin, which they had hot been brought to, if they would 
iiave taken Jeremiah's courifel, yet he continues his friendly admo- 
initions to them, to feve the laft ftake, and manage that wifely, 
and now at length in this their day 'to tmderftand the things thai 
■ belong to their peace, when they had but one day to turn them jh. 

3. In both thefe addrefles he warns them againft giving credit to 
the fake prophets, that rocked them afleep in their fecurity, becaufe 
they law they loved to flumber : Hearken not to the nbords of the 
prophet s, ver> 14. your prophets •, ,ver. 16. They are riot . God's 
prophets, he never fent them, they do not ferve him^ nor feek to 
pleafe him ; they are yours, for they fay what you would have them 
fay, and aim at nothing but to pleafe you. 

Two things their prophets flattered them into the belief 6f. 

1. That the power which the king of Babylon had gained over 
them fhould now fhortly be broken : They faid, ver. 1 4. Ye fhall 
not ferve the king of Babylon ; you need not fubmit voluntarily, for 
you mall not be compelled to fubmit* This they prophefied in the 
na?ne of the Lord, ver. 15. as if God had fent them to the people 
on this errand, in kindnefs to them, that they might not difparage 
themfelves by an inglorious furrender. But it was a lie ; they faid 
God fent them, but that was falfe, he difowns it, I have not fent 
them, faith the Lord : they faid they fhould never -be brought into 
fubjeition to the king of Babylon^ but that was falfe too, the event 
proved it fb : they faid, to hold out to the laft would be the way 
to fecure themfelves and their city ; but that was falfe, for it would 
certainly end in their being driven out, and periftiing. So that it 
was all a lie from firft to laft ; arid the prophets that deceived the 
people with thefe lies, did, in the iflue, but deceive themfelves, 
the blind leaders and the blind followers fell together into the ditch, 
that ye might perifh, ye, and the prophets that prophecy unto you ; who 
will be fo far from warranting your fecurity, that they cannot fe- 
cure themfelves. Note, They that encourage finners to go on in 
their finful ways, will, in the end, perifh with them. 

2. They prophefied that the veffels of the temple, which the 
Jdng of Babylon had already carried away, fhould now fhortly be 
brought back, ver. 16. this they fed the priefts with the hopes of, 
knowing how acceptable it would be to them, who loved the 



ried to Babylon -in triumph* and there Jhall they be- ' But* he co 
eludes with a gracious promife, that the time fliould- cbrrie : 
they fhould all be returned 3 'until the day that Ivifit them in -'mer^ 
according to appointment^ &nd then I will bring thofe veflels ut> 
gain, and re/lore them to this - fttici^ to their place. Surely th^ 
were under the prote&ion of a;fpecial providence, elfe they \]a 
been melted down -and put to fome other ufe J but there was to be 
a fecond temple, for which they wefe to be referred. V We read 
particularly >■ of the r return of thern^ • Eizra i. 8; r Ndte, j Though 
the return of the churches 'profpfcrity do not eGrne in ouf-tihie ^ e 
Tnuft not therefore defpair of it, for it will eonfe in God's time 
Though they that faid the Veffels of the Lord' s houfe > fhall ^fhortly be 
brought again prophefied a lie^ ver. 16. yet he that faid they fj la ]j 
at length be brought again prophefied "the truth; We are apt to 
fet our clock before God's dial, and then to tVu'aVrel becaufe they do 
not agree ; but the liord is a God of judgment^ and - it is fit we 
fhould wait for him* • ' 



G H A p. xxviii. 

In the foregoing chapter Jeremiah had charged thofe prophets who 
lies, who foretold the fpeedy breaking of the yoke of the ling of 
Babyldn, and the fpeedy return of the veffels of the fanSiuary* 
now here we have his cohtefl with a particular prophet upon th 0 f e 
heads, (l.J Hanani ah a pretender to prophecy, in. cohtradifiion to 
Jeremiah, foretold the finking of Nebuchadnezzar's power, and 
the rettirn both of the perfons and of the 'Oeffels thai were carried 
away, ver. 1,-4. and as a fign of this he broke the yoke from 
the neck of Jeremiah, Ver. IO, It. (2..) Jeremiah wifhed his 
words might p?'0Oe true, but appealed to the event whether they 
were fo or no, not doubting but that would difprove the?n, ver. 5 r g t 
' (2*) ^he doom both of the deceived and the deceiver is here read. 
The people that zuere deceived Jhould have, their yoke of wood turned 
into a yoke of iron, ver. 12,-14. and the prophet that was the 
deceiver Jhoitld be fhortly cut off by death ^ and he was fo accor* 
dingly within two months^ ver. 15, 
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N D it came to pafs the fame year, in the be- 
ginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Ju< 
dah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that 
Hananiah the fon of Azur the prophet, which was of 
Gibeon^ fpake unto me in the houfe of the LORD, 
in the prefence of the priefts, and of all the people, 



fayin 



cr 



2. Thus fpeaketh the LORD of hofts, the 



I have broken the yoke of the 
Within two full vears will I 



God of Ifrael, faying 

king of Babylon. 3. wimin two run years 
bring again into this place all the veffels of the LORDs 



gold of the temple better than the temple that fanciified the gold. I houfe, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took a- 



Thefe veflels were taken away when Jeconiah was carried captive 
. into Babylon, ver. 20. We have the ftory, and it is a melan- 
choly one, 2 Kings xxiv. 13, 14, 15. 2 Chron. xxxvi. ro. All the 
goodly veffels, that is, all the veffels of gold that were in the houfe of 
the Lord, with all the treafures, were taken as prey and brought 
to Babylon. This was grievous to them above any thing, for 
the temple was their pride and confidence, and the ftripping of that 
was -too plain an indication of that which the true prophet told 
them, that their God was departed from them. Their falfe prophets 
therefore had no other way to make them eafy, but by telling them 
that the king of Babylon Ihould be forced to reftore them in a 
little while. Nov/ here, 

(1.) Jeremiah bids them think of preferving the veflels that 
remained, by their prayers, rather than of bringing back thofe 



that were gone by their prophecies, ver. 18, If they be prophets, 
as they pretend, and if the word of the Lord be with them ; if they 
have any intercourfe with heaven, and any intereft there, let them 
improve it for the flopping of the progrefs of the judgment, let 
them flep into the gap, and ftand with their cenfer between the 
living and the dead^ between that which is carried away and that 
which remains, that the plague may be flayed : Let them ?nake inter- 
€eJJion with the Lord of hofls, that the veflels that are left go not 
after the reft. (1.) Inftead of prophefying let them pray. Note, 
prophets muft be praying men 5 by being 'much in prayer they muft 
make it to appear, that they keep up a correfpondence with heaven. 
We cannot think that thofe do, as prophets, ever hear thence, who 
do not frequently by prayer fend thither. By praying for the fafety 
and profperity of the fandtuary, they muft make it to appear, thit, 
as becomes prophets, they are of a publick rpirit ; and by the fuc- 
ce(s of their prayers it will appear that God favours them. (2.) In- 
ftead of being concerned for the retrieving of what they had loft, 
they muft beftir themfelves for the fecuring of what was left, and 
take it as a great favour if they can gain that point. When God's 
judgments are abroad, we muft not feek great things, but be thank- 
ful for a little. 

2. He allures them "that even this point Ihould not be gained, 
but the brazen veflels fhould go after the golden ones, ver. 19,-22. 
Nebuchadnezzar had found fo good a booty once, that he would 
be fure to come again and take all he could find, not only in the 

houfe of the Lord^ but in the king's houfe. They (hall all be car- I himfeif 



way from this place, and carried them to Babylon. 

4. And I will bring again to this place* Jeconiah the 
fon of Jehoiakim king of judah, with all the captives 
of Judah, that went into Babylon, faith the LORD * 
for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

5. 5 Then the prophet Jeremiah faid unto the prophet 
Hananiah in the prefence of the priefts, and in the 
prefence of all the people that flood in the houfe of 
the LORD, 6. Even the prophet Jeremiah faid, A- 
men : the LORD do fo, the LORD perform thy words 
which thou haft prophefied, to bring again the veffels 
of the LORDs houfe, and all that is carried away cap- 
tive, from Babylon into this place. 7. Neverthelels, 
hear thou now this word that I fpake in thine ears, 
and in the ears of all the people, 8. The prophets 
that have been before me, and before thee of old, pro- 
phefied both againft many countries, and againft great 
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of peftilence. 

The prophet which prophelied of peace, when the 

" fhall 



9- _ _ 

word of the prophet fhall come to pafs, then 
the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly 

fent him. 



This ftruggle between a true prophet and a falfe one, is faid here 
to have happened in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, and yet 
in the fourth year, for the four firft years of his reign might well 
be called the beginning, or former part of it, becaufe during thofe 
years he reigned under the dominion of the king of Babylon, ana 
as a tributary to him ; whereas the reft of his reign, which nug*rt 
well be called the latter part of it, in diftindtion from that former part 
he reigned in rebellion againft the king of Babylon. In this fourth 
year of his reign he went in perfon to Babylon, as we find, Jcf 
59, and it is probable, that gave the people fome hope that his ne- 
gotiation in perfon would put a good end to the war, in whicfl 
hope the falfe prophets encouraged them ; this Hananiah particu- 
larly, who was of Gibeon, a priefts city, and therefore, probably, 

1 prieft, as well as Jeremiah. Now here we have, 



Chap. XXVIII. 
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Chap. XXVI 11. 




The .prediction which Hananiah delivered publickly, folemn- 
X )n the houfe of the Lord, and in the name of the L6rd, in an 
iuVuft affembly, in the prefence of the priejls, and of all the people, 
ho probably Were expecting to have fome meffage from heaven : 
T delivering this prophecy he faced Jeremiahj he (poke it to him, 
111 I. defigning to confront and contradict him^ as much as to 
Tererniah, thou lieft. Now his prediction is, that the king of 
Babylon's power, at leaft his power 'over Judah and Jerufalem 
fhould be fpeedily broken ; that 'Within two full years the veflels of 
the temple (hould be brought back* and Jeremiah and all the cap- 
tives that were carried away with him fliould return, whereas Je- 
remiah had foretold, that the yoke of the king of Babylon fliould 
be bound on yet fafter, and that the veflels and captives fhould not 
return of 70 years, ver. 2, 3, 4. Now upon the reading of this 
fliam prophecy, and comparing it with the meflages - that God fent 
by the true prophets, we may obferve what a vaft difference there 
is between them. Here is nothing of that fpirit and life, that 
majefty of ftile, and fublimenefs of expreflion^ that appears in the 
difcourles of God's prophets, nothing of that divine flame and 
flatus. But that which is efpecially wanting here is an air of piety; 
he fpeaks with a great deal of confidence of the return of their 
profperity, but here is not a word of good counfel given them to 
fepent and reform, and return to God, to pray and feek his face, 
that they might be prepared for thofe favours God had in referve 
for them. He promifeth them temporal mercies in God's name, 
but makes no mention of thofe fpiritual mercies which God al- 
ways promifed fliould go along with them, as chap. xxiv. 7. I will 
pve them a heart to know me. By all which it appears* that 
whatever he pretended, he had only the fpirit of the world, not 
the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. that he aimed to pleafe, not to 

profit. 

2. Jeremiah's reply to this pretended prophecy. 

1. He heartily wifheth it might prove true; fuch an affe&ion 
has he for his country, and fo truly deflrous is he of the welfare 
of it, that he would be content to lie under the imputation of a 
falfe prophet, fo that their ruin might be prevented. He faid 
Amen, the Lord do fo, the Lord perform thy words, ver. 5, 6. This 
tfas not the firft time that Jeremiah had prayed for his people, though 
ht had prophefied againft them^ and deprecated the judgments, 
which yet he certainly knew would come ; as Chrift prayed, 
father, if it he pofftble, iet this cup pafs from me, when yet he 
knew it muft not pafs from him; Though, as a faithful prophet, 
he forefaw and foretold the deftru'£tion of Jerufalem, yet as a faith- 
ful Ifraelite, he prayed earneftly for the prefervation of it, in obe- 
dience to that command*, Pray for the peace of Jerufalem. Though 
the will of God's purpofe is the rule of prophecy and patience, the 
will of his precept is the rule of prayer and practice. God himfelf, 
though he has determined, yet he doth not defire tne death of fin- 
»ers, but would have all men to be faved. Jeremiah often inter- 
ceded for his people, chap, xviii. 20. The ialfe prophets thought 
to ingratiate themfelves with the people, by promifing them peace; 
now the prophet fhews, that he bore them as great a good-will as 
their prophets did that they were fo fond of ; and though he had 
no warrant from God to promife them peace, yet he earneftly de- 
fired it, and prayed for it; How ftrangely were they befotted, 
who care/led thofe who did them ' the greateft wrong imaginable, 
by flattering them ; and perfecuted him who did them the greateft 
fervice imaginable, by interceding for them! Szevhap-. xxvii. 18. 

2. He appeals to the event to prove it falfe, ver. 7, 8, 9. The 
falfe prophets reflected upon Jeremiahj as Ahab upon Micajah, be- 
caufe he never prophefied good concerning them, but evil ; now he 
pleads, that this had been the purport of the prophecies that other 
prophets had delivered, fo that it ought not to be looked upon as 
a ftrange thing, or as rendring his miflion doubtful, for prophets of 
old prophefied againft many countries a7id great kingdo?ns, fo bold 
were they in delivering the meflages which God lent by them, 
and fo far from fearing men, or feeking to pleafe them, as Hana- 
niah did ; they made no difficulty, no more than Jeremiah did, of 
threatning war, famine and peftilence, and what they faid was 
regarded as coming from God, why then fhculd Jeremiah be 
t .in down as d pejlilent fellow, and a fewer of fedition, who preach- 
ed no otherwife than God's prophets had always done before him ? 
Other prophets had foretold deftru<Stion, and fometimes the de- 
ftru&ion did not come, which yet did not difprove their divine 
miffion, as in the cafe of Jonah, for God is gracious, and ready to 
turn away his wrath from thofe that turn away from their fins; 
but the prophet that prophefied of peace and profperity^ efpecially 
as Hananiah did, abfblutely and unconditionally, without adding 
that neceffary provifo, that they do not by wilful fin put a bar in 
their own door, and ftop the current of God's favours* will be 
proved a true prophet only by the accomplifhment of his pre- 
diction ; if it come to pafs, then it fhall be known that the Lord 
hath fent him, but if not, he will appear to be a cheat and an 
wipoftor. 

10. J Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke 
from off the prophet Jeremiahs neck, and brake it. 
I I# And Hananiah fpake in the prefence of all the peo- 
ple, faying, Thus faith the LORD, Even fo \fi\l I 



fr^ the y ? kC V°n Nebucha ^ z ^ king of Babyloa 
irom the neck of all nations within the fpace of two full 
years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. 12. 
m m -— '* • * - - • ~ Dcame unto Jeremiah the 



Hananiah 



faying, 



j 



_ _ 13. Go, and tell Hananiah, faying, Thus 
faith the IiORD, Thou haft broken the yokes of wood, 
but thou lhalt make for them yokes of iron. 14. For 
thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God of Ifrael, I 
have put a yoke of iron UpOn the neck of all thefe na- 
tions, that they may ferve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and they fliall ferve him • and I have given, 
him the beafts of the field alfo. i 5 . 5 Then faid . the; 
prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet* Hear- 
now, Hananiah, The LORD hath not fent thee, hiit 
thou makeft this people to truft in a lie. i 
fore thus faith the LORD, Behold, I* will caft thee 
from off the face of the earth : this year lhalt thou diej 
becaufe thou haft taught rebellion againft the LORD. 
1 7. So Hananiah the prophet died the fame year, in, 
the feventh months 



There 



V 1 * 

We have here an Inftance, 
I. Of the infolence of the falfe prophet. 



To compleat. the af- 



w Jeremiah, y _ , k? 

he carried as a memorial of what he had prophefied concerning the 
enflaving the nations to Nebuchadnezzar, and he broke it, that 
he might give a fign of the accomplifftment of his prophecy, as 
Jeremiah had given of his, and might feem to have conquered him, 
and to. have defeated the intention of his prophecy : fee how the 
lying fpirit in the mouth of this falfe prophet mimicks the lan- 
guage of the, Spirit of truth, 'Thus faith the Lord, fo will I break 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, not only from the neck of this . na* 
tion, but from the neck of all nation 's, within two fidl years. Whe- 
ther, by the force of a heated imagination, Hananiah had perfwaded 
himfelf to believe this, or whether he knew it to be falfe, and only 
perfwaded them to believe it, /doth riot appear $ but it is plain he 
fpeaks with abumdance of aflurance. It is no new thing for lies 
to be fathered upon the God of truth. | 

. 2. Of the patience of the true prophet. Jeremiah quietly went 
his way, and when he was reviled, he reviled not again, and would 
not fcontend with one that was in the height of his fury, and in 
the midft of the priefts and people that were violently fet againft 
him.. The reafon why he went his way, was not becaufe he had 
nothing to ahfwer, but becaufe he was willing to flay till God 
was pleafed to furnifh him with a diredt and immediate znfwcr 9 
which as yet he had not received. He expected God would fend 
a fpecial meflage to Hananiah, and he would fay nothing till he had 
received that : I as a deaf man heard not, for thou wilt hear : and 
thoujhalt anfwer, Ld7'd,fir me. It may fometimes be our wifdom, 
rather to retreat than to contend. Currcnti cede fur ori. 

3. Of the juftice of God in giving judgment between Jere- 
miah and his adverfary. • Jeremiah went, his way, as a man ift 
whofe mouth there was no rebuke^ but God foon put a word into his 
mouth, for he will appear for thofe who filently commit their 
caufe to him. 

( 1.) The word of God in the mouth of Jeremiah is ratified and 
confirmed. Let not Jeremiah himfelf diftruft the truth of what 
he had delivered in God's name, becaufe it met with fuch a da- 
ring oppofition and contradiction. If what we have fpoken be the 
truth of God, we muft not unfay it, becaufe men gainfay it ; for 
great is the truth, and will prevail. It will ftand, therefore let us 
ftand to itj and hot fear that mens unbelief or blafpherhy will 
make it of no effeSt. Hananiah hath broken the fokis of wood, 
but Jeremiah muft make for them yokes of iron which cannot be 
broken, ver. 1 3. for ( faith God ) / have put a yoke of iron upon 
the neck of all thefe nations, which mail lie heavier and bind harder 
upon them, ver. 14. that they may ferve the ki?7g of Babylon, and 
not be able to fhake off the yoke however they may ftruggle* for 
they fhall ferve him whether they will or no ; and who is he that 
can contend with God's counfel ? What was faid before is repeated 
again, / have given him the heq/ls of the field alfo, as if there were 
fomethirig fignificant irt that ; men had, by their wickednefs, made 
themfelves like the beajls that perijlj, and therefore deferved to bfi 
ruled by an arbitrary power, as beafts are ruled, and fuch a power 
Nebuchadnezzar ruled with, for whom he would he Jltw y and whom 
he would he ktpt alive. 

(2.) Hananiah is fentehced to die for contradicring it, and Je- 
remiah, when he has received commiflion from God, boldly tells 
him fo to his face ; though before he received that commiffion he 
went away and faid nothing. 

1. The crimes of which Hananiah ftands convicted, are cheat- 
ing the people and affronting God : Thou makejl this people to trujl 
in d lie, encouraging them to hope they fhall have peace, which 
will make their deftrufition the more terrible to them when it 
Comes ^ yet this was not the worft, thm hajl taught rebellion againfh 



Chap. XXIX 




ERE MIA 



1 




/he Lord, l e. thou haft taught them to defpife ati the good coun- 
« given them in God's name by the true- prophets, attd rendered 
t ineffeaual. Thofe have a great deal to anfwer for, who by tel- 
ling finners they fhail have peace, though they go on, harden their 
hearts in acontempt of the reproofs and admonitions of the word; 
and the means arid methods God takes to bring them to repent- 



ance. 




The judgment given agalnft him is, / will caji thee off from 
the face of the earth, as unworthy to live upon it, thou fhalt be 
luned in it ; this year thou /halt die K and die as a rebel againft the 
Lord to whom death would come with a ftirig and a curfe: This 
fentence was executed, veh ij. Hananiah died the faihe year j 
within two months : for his prophecy is dated the fifth month) 
fewfc !• and his death the feventh. r Good meri Bay; perhaps; fife 
fuddenly taken ofF by death, in the midft of their days, and in 
tnercy to them, as Jofiah was ; but this being foretold, as the pu- 
jnfliment of his fin, and coming to pais accordingly^ it may fafejy 
be conftrued as. a teftimony from heaven againft him, and a con- 
firmation of Jeremiah's million. And if the peoples hearts had 
not been wretchedly hardened by the deceitfulnels of fin; it would 
have prevented their being further hardened by the deceitfulnefe of 
their prophets. 

CHAP. 

9he contejl between Jeremiah and the falfe prophets was carried on 
. before hy. preaching, here by writing : there we had fermon a- 
gainjl fermon, here we have letter again/} letter ; for fome of the 
falfe prophets are now carried away into captivity in Babylon, 
while Jeremiah remains in his ozvn country. Nozu here is, I . ,A 
letter which Jeremiah wrote to the captives in Babylon, againft 
their prophets that they had there, ver. I, — 3. in which letter 
(1.) He endeavours to reconcile them to their captivity, to be eafy 
tinder it, and make the bejl of it, ver. 4, — 7. (%.) He cautions 
them not to give any credit to their falfe prophets, that fed them 
with hopes of a fpeedy releafe, .ver. 8, 9. ( 3 J He affures them 
that God would refiore the?n in ?nercy to their own land again at 
the end of feventy years, ver. 10, — 14. ( 4. ) He for dels the 
dejiruclion of thofe who yet continued, and that they Jhould^ be per- 
fected with one judgment after another, and fent at lajl^ into cap- 
tivity, ver. 15. « — 19. (5.) He prophefies the deftruclion of two 
if their falfe prophets that they had in Babylon, that both foothed 
them up in their fins, and fet them ill examples, ver. 20, —23. 
and this is the purport of JeremiaVs letter. 2. Here is a letter 
which Shcmaiah a falfe prophet in Babylon wrote to the priejls at 
Jerufalem, to fir them up to perfecute Jeremiah, ver. 24, — 29. 
xind a denunciation of God's wrath again/} him for writing fuch a 
ietter^ ver. 30,^ — 32. Such Jlruggles as thefe have there always 
been between the feed of the woman and the feed of the ferpent. 



N 



OW thefe are the Words of the letter, that Je- 
_ remiah the prophet fent from Jerufalem unto 
the refidue of the elders which were carried away cap- 
tives, and to the priefts, and to the prophets, and to all 



Nebuchadnezz 



captive from Jerufal 



Jeconiah 



— OJ J. 

Judah and Jerufal 



2. (After that 
and the eunuchs, 



By 



and the imiths were departed irom Jerufalem ) 3. 
the hand of Elafah the fon of Shaphan, and Gemariah 
the fon of Hilkiah;, ( whom Zedekiah king of judah 
fent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) 
faying, 4. Thus faith the LORD of hofts the God 
of Ifrael unto all that are carried away captives, whom 



Babylon, 



Jerufalem 



6. Take ye 



5. Build ye houfes, and dwell in them, and 
plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them, 
wives, and beget fons and daughters, and take wives 
for your fons, and give your daughters to husbands, 
that they may bear fons and daughters, that ye may 
be increafed there, and not diminifhed. 7. And feek 
the peace of the city whither I have caufed you to be 
carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it : 



thereof ihall 



We 



!• That Jeremiah did write to the captives in Babylon in the 
name t>f the Lord. Jeconiah had furrendred himfelf a prifoner, 
with the queen his mother, the chamberlains of his honfhold, call- 
ed here the eunuchs, many of the princes of Judah and Jerufalem, 
that were at that time the molt active men, the carpenters end 
fmiths likewife being demanded were yielded up, that thofe which 
remain might not have any proper hands to fortify their city, or 
furnifh themfelves with weapons of war ; by this tame fubmiflion 
it was hoped that Nebuchadnezzar would be pacified Satis eji 

p'ojlrajfc leoni ; but the imperious conqueror grows upojj. their con- 




ceffions, like Berihadad upon Ahab's, 1 Kings xx. 5, 6. 



_ Y"7" """" T "-* w jfum Jcnifa/ an n ^ 

comes again and fetcheth away many more of the elders, the t> ' # 
the prophet's, and the people, ver. I. fuch as he thought fit or f k 
as his foldiers could lay hands on, and carries them to 



was 



caufe they being thus diftinguifhed from the reft of their breth 
who continued in their own land, looked as if they were m 



jerufalem 

had no reafon either to defpair of fuccour themfelves, or to ' ^ 



writes a letter to them to comfort them, affuring them that 



their brethren that were left behind 



The word of filj 



Note, r. 

written, is as truly given by hifpirdtion of God 
ken was 5 arid this was the proper way of fpreading the knowlecta 
of God's will among his children fcattered abroad. 2. We 
ferve God^ and do good by writing, to our friends at a diftancT 
pious letters of feafonable comforts and wholfomecouhfels. Whom 
we cannot fpeak to we. may write toj that which is written re- 
mains; . This letter of Jeremiah's was fent to the Captives, in B a ~ 
bylon, by the hands of the embafiadors whom Zedekiah fent to 
Nebuchadnezzar, probably to pay him his tribute, and renew his 
fubmiflion to him, or to treat of peace with him, in which treaty 
the captives might, perhaps, hope that they fhould be included, ver I 
By fuch mefiengers Jeremiah chofe to fend this mefiage, to put ^ 
honour upon it,* becaufe it was a mefiage from God. .Or, perhaps 
becaufe there was no fettled way of (ending letters to Babylon, but 
as fuch an occafion as this offered; And then it made the conditio 
oh of the captives there the more melancholy* that they could 
rarely hear from their friends and relations they had left behind : 
which is fome reviving and fatisfatStion to thofe that are feparated 
from one another. 

2. We are here told what he wrote; A copy of a letter at large 
follows here to ver. 24. In thefe verfes, 

I. He affures them that he wrote in the name of the Lord of 
hofts, the God of Ifrael, who indited the letter, Jeremiah was but 
the fcribe, or Amanuenfis. It would be comfortable to them in 
their captivity to hear that God is the Lord of hofts^ .of all hofts 
and is therefore able to help and deliver them ; and that he isthl 
God of Ifrael ftill, a God in covenant with his people,* though he 
contend with them, and their enemies for the prefent are too hard 
for them ; this would likewife be ah admonition to them to ftand 
upon their guard againft all temptations to the idolatry of Babylon, 
becauih the God of Ifrael, the God whom they ferved is Lord of 
bofh. God's fending to them in this letter, might be an encou- 



w j — O ' ' 

ragement to them in their captivity, as it was an evidence that 
he had not caft them off, had not abandoned them and difinhoi- 
ted them, though he was difpleafed with them and corrected them; 
fox if the Lord had been pleafed to kill them, he would not have' 
written to them. 

2. God, by him, owns the hand he had in their captivity: / 
have caufed you to be carried away, ver. 4. and again, ver. 7. All 
the force of the king of Babylon could not have done it, if God 
had not ordered it $ nor could he have any power againft them, 
but what was given him from above. If God caufed them to be 
carried captives, they might be fure he neither did them any wrong, 
nor meant them any hurt. Note, It will help very much to reconcile 
us to our troubles, and to make us patient under them, to confider 
that they are what God has appointed us to, / opened not my mouthy 
becaufe thou did/} it. 

3. He bids them think of no other but of fettling there, and 
therefore let them refolve to make the beft of it, ver. 5, 6. Build 
ye houfes, and dwell in them, &c. By all this it is intimated to 
them, (1.) That they muft not feed themfelves with hopes of a 
fpeedy return out of their captivity, for that would keep them ftill 
unfettled, and confequently uneafy, they would apply themfelves to 
no bufinefs, take no comfort, but be always tiring themfelves, and 
provoking their conquerors with the expectations of relief ; and 
their difappointment at laft would fink them into defpair, and 
make their condition much more rniferable than otherwiie it wouli 
be ; let them therefore count upon a continuance there, and ac- 
commodate themfelves to it as well as they can. Let them build, 
and plant, and marry, and difpofe of their children there, as if they 
were at home in their own land ; let them take a pleafure in 
feeing their families built up and multiplied, for though they muft 
expeft themfelves to die in captivity, yet their children may live 
to fee better days. If they live in the fear of God, what fhould 
hinder them but they may live comfortably in Babylon ? They 
cannot but weep (bmetimes when they remember Zion, but let not 
v/eeping hinder fowing, let them not forrow as thofe that have m 
hope, no joy, for they have both. Note, In all conditions of life, 
it is our wifdom and duty to make the beft of that which is, and 
not to throw away the comfort of what we may have, becaufe we 
have not all we would have. We have a natural affection for our 
native country, it ftrangely draws our minds, but it is with a 
nefcio qua — dulccdine, we can give no good account of it; and 
therefore if providence remove us to fome other country, we muft 
refolve to live eafy there, to bring our mind to our condition, 
when our condition is not in every thing to our mind ; if 
earth be the Lord's, then wherever a child of God goes, he doth 



not go off his Father's ground 5 



'J* 



•things 





Chap. 



JEREMIAH. 






Slive In "hopes that they, will be better thari they are 



Ke not as they have been, ihffead of fretting at that. We 




Non ft 



S That they muft not difquiet themfelves with fears of intole- 

( 2 i hardfliips in their captivity; ... They might be ready tofuggeft 
table n<uu" m v , ^ 



^^ld ribt fuffer them to dwell in them when they had built them 
L°?*n eat the fruit of their vineyards they planted ; never . fear, 



treatment 



P. . q 0( j if you fiw peaceably with them, you fliall find theni 
*1 to you. Meek and quiet people; that work and mind their 
own bufiriefs, have often found much better 
Grangers an( j enemies, than they expected ; and God has made his 
beople to be pitted of thofe that carried them captives, Pfal. cvi. 46. 
and pity it is y but that thofe who have built houfes fhould dwell in 
them. Nay, 

a He direfls theni to feek the good of the country wherfe they 
were captives, ver. 7. to pray for it, to endeavour it ; this forbids 
them to attempt any thing againft the publick peace, while they 
were fubje£b to the king of Babylon, though he was a heathen, 
an idolater, an oppreflbr, and an enemy to God and his church, 
vet while he gave therri prote&ion, they muft pay him allegiance, 
^nd live quiet and peaceable lives under him, in all godlinefs artd ho- 
nelly 5 not plotting to (hake off his yoke, but patiently leaving it to 
God 'in due time to work deliverance for them. Nay, thfey muft 
pray to God for the peace of the place where they were, that they 
plight oblige them to continue their kindnefs to them, and difprove 
the° character that had been given their nation, that they were 
hurtful to kings and provinces, and ?noved f edition, Ezra iv. 15. 
Both the wifdom of the ferpent, and the innocency of the dove, 
required them to be true to the government they lived under ; for 
\ n the peace thereof, ye Jhall have peace ; fhould the country be 
embroiled in war$ they Would have the greateft fhare in the cala- 
mitous effe&s of it. . Thus the primitive chriftians, according to 
the temper of their holy religion, prayed for the powers that were, 
though they were perfecutihg powers^ .And if they were to pray 
for and feek the peace of the land of their captivity, much more 
reafon have we to pray for the welfare of the land of our nativity, 
where we are a free people under a good government, that in the 
peace thereof we arid ours may have peace. Every pafTenger is con- 
cerned in the fafety of the fhip. 



8. 5 For thu£ faith the LORD of hofts* the God of 
Ifrael, L et not y°ur prophets and your diviners that be 
in the ttiidft of you, deceive you, neither hearken to 
your dreams which ye caufe to be dreamed; 9: For 
they prophefy falfly unto you in my name ; I have not 
fentthem; faith the LORD. id. ? For thus faith the 
LORD, that after feventy years be accomplifhed at Ba- 
bylon; I vifit you, and perform my godd Word 
towards you^ in caufing you to return to this place; 
11. For I know the thoughts that I think towards fou; 
faith the LORD^ thoughts of peace, and ntit of evil, 
to give yoti an expedted end; 12: Then fliall ye call 
upon me* and ye fliall go and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you:, 13. And ye fliall feek me< and find 
me, when ye lhall fearch for me with all your heart; 
14. And I will be fotind of you* faith the LORD, and 
I will tvjrn away your captivity, and I will gather yoq 
from all the nations; and from all the places whither I 
have driven yoii; faith the LORD, and I will bring 
you again into the place whence I caufed you to be car^ 
ried away captive. 



To make the people quiet and eafy in their captivity; 

I. God takes them off from building upon the falfe bottom which 
their pretended prophets laid, ver. 8, 9. They told them their 
cap^vity fliould be fhort, and therefore they muft not think of tak- 
ing root in Babylon, but be upon the wing to go back : Now, 
herein they deceive you (faith God) they prophefy a lye to you, 
though they propriety in my name. But let them not deceive you, 
fuffer not yourfelves to be deluded by them. As long as we have 
the word of truth to try the fpirits by, it is our own fault if 
we be deceived $ for by it we may be undeceived. Hearken not to 
your dreams, which ye caufe to be dreamed. He means either the 
dreams or fancies which the people pleafed themfelves with, and 
With which they filled their own heads ; by thinking and fpeakihg 
of nothing elfe but a fpeedy enlargement when they were awake^ 
they caufed themfelves to drearn of it when they were afleep, aha 
then took that for a good omen, and with it ftrengthened them- 
felves in their vain expectations : Or the dreams which the pro- 
phets dreamed, and grounded their prophecies upon. God tells the 
people they are your dreams, becaufe they pleafed them, were the 
wreams that they defired -and wifhed for, they caufed the?n to be 
warned, for they hearkned to them, and encouraged the prophets 
to put f U ch fliarns upon them, defiring them to prophefy nothing 

wtfmooih things , Ifa, xxx; 10. They were dreams of their own 



breaking: Falfe. prophrets would not flatter people in their fin, *' 
but that they Jove to be flattered, and fpeak fe^Sfe^S 
fpeakthem fair , .... ^ rro 

- '2 He gives theni a good bottom to build their hopes upon We 
would not perfuade people to. pull down the houfe they have built 
upon then fand, but. that there is a rock ready for them to rebuild 
Mpon. , Gpd here promifeth.them, that though they fliould not re 
turn .,qj£Wy, ^ey fliould return ?t length, after feventy years be 
accomplished. f this it appears; that tne feventy years of the cap- 
tivity are not to be reckoned from the laft captivity, tut the fir ft/ 
Note, ^hough the deliverance, of the church do not come in our 
time, it is fufficient that.it will come in God's time, and we are 
fure that is the beft time; i.TKe prorriife is, that God will vifit 
thern ip mercy though he had lqng.feenied to be ftrange to 
them, . he will corrie among them, and appear for them, and put 
honour upon them, as great men do upon their inferiors by comincr 
to vifit them : He will put an end to their captivity,, arid turn azuay 
all the calamities of it. t Though they are difperfed, fome in one 
country, and fome in another, he will gather them from all the 
places whither they are driven?, ,will fet up a ftandard for them all 
to refbrt to, and incorporate them again in one bbdy. And though 
they are at a great diftance, they fliall be brought again to their 
own land, to. the place whence they were cany ed captive^ ver. 14. 
, Now, 1. This fhall be the performance of God's promife to themi 
ver. 10. I will perform thy good word touuards you. .. Let hot the 
failing of thofe predi&ions which are delivered as frorii God, leflert 
the reputation of thofe: that really are from him. ■ That, which is 
indeed God's word is a good word, and therefore it wili be made 
good,, and not one iota or. tittle of it fhall fall to the ground. Hath 
he faid, and Jhall he not do 'it? . This will rriake their return out" 1 
of captivity very comfortable, that it will be the performance of 
God's good word to .them, - the prpdu£t of a gracious promife. . 

2: This fliall be in pursuance of God's purpofes concerning tliem, 
ver. 1 i . / know the thoughts ifrat I think towards you. Knowri 
unto God are all his works, for known unto him are all his 
thoughts, A&s ?cv. 18. and his. works agree exactly wifh his 
thoughts 5 he doth all accord'mg to the counfel of his wilt. We often 
do not know our own thoughts, not "know our own mind, but 
God is never at any uncertainty within himfelf. We are fome- 
times.ready to fear that God's defigns concerning us are all againft 
us: But he knows the cbiitrary concerning his own people, that 
they are thoughts of good and not of evil; even .that which feems 
evil is defigned for 2;o6d. His thoughts are all working towards 
the expected end, which he will give in due time. The end they 
expert will come, though perhaps not when they expe<5t it. Let 
theni nave patience tiil the fruit is ripe, and theri they fhall have it. 
He will give them an end, and expeclation j fo it is in the original, 
(1.) He will give them to fee the end, i. e. the comfortable period 
of their trouble^ though it laft long it fliall not laft always, the time 
to. favour Zion, yea the fet time will come; when things are at the 
worft they will begin to rriend - y and hs will give them to fee the 
glorious perfection of their deliverance ; for as for God his work is 
perfect: tie that in the beginning finifheid the heavens and the 
earth, and all the. hofis of both, will finifh all the bleflings of both 
to his people. , When hei begins in ways of mercy, he will make ait 
end: God doth nothing by halves. (2..) He will give them to fee 
the expectation, that end which they defire and hope for, and have 
been lbilg waiting for. .,He w~ill give them not the expectations of 
their fears, or the expectations of their fancies, but the expectations 
of their faith ; the end which he has promifed, and which will turn 
for the .beft to them. 

3. This fliall be in arifvver td their prayers and fupplications to 
God, ver. 12, 13, 14* (1.) God will ftir them up to pray. 
Then Jhall ye call upon me, and ye fijall go and pray unto ?ne. Note, 
When God is about to give his people the expected good, he pours 
out a fpirit of prayer, and it is a good fign he is coming towards 
them in mercy. Then when you fee the expecled end approaching, 
then ye Jhall call upon me. Note, Promifes are given not to fupei> 
fede, but to quicken and encourage prayer ; and when deliverance 
is coming, .we muft by prayer go forth to meet it. When Da- 
niel understood that the feveiity years were near expiring:, then he 

ix. 2, 



3. (2.) He will then ftir up himfelf to come and fave them, 
Pfal. lxxx. 2. / will hearken unto you, and / will be found of you. 
God hath faid it, and we may depend upon it, feek and ye Jhall 
find. We have a general rule laid down, ver. 13. Ye Jhall find 
me, when ye Jhall fearch for me with all your heart. In feeking 
God we muft fearch for him, accomplifh a diligent fearch, fearch 
for dire£tions in feeking him, and encouragements to our faith and 
hope : We muft continue feeking, and take pains in feeking, as 
thofe that fearch, and this we muft do with our heart, /. e. in fin- 
cerity and uprightriefs, and with our whole heart, z. e. with vigour 
and fervency^ putting forth all that is zvithh us in prayer ; and 
thcifa who thnQ feek God (hall find him, and fhall find him their 

xi. 6. He never faid to fuch, Seek ye me- 



Heb 



m vain. 
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5 Becaufe ye have laid, the LORD hath raifed 

16. Know that thus, faith" 



us up prophets in Babylon : 



Chap. XXIX, 




E K E M I A H. 




throne 



David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city* 



a? pretend to be prophets, who by fuch wickednefles manifeft! 
clilprove their own pretenfions ; God never fent Tuch proflig at j! 



and of your brethren that are not gone forth .with you in- wretches on his errands: He is the Lora ! God. of the ho)yf>roi*u 
to captivity; 17. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, pot of f uc h impure ones Here it .appears why they flattered other! 

i> i_ T j T J r J j . 1 . 1 r 1 t . r . . I. in their Fins, becaufe they could not reprove them without 

Behold, I will fend upon them, the fword, the famine; dehinine themfdves . Thefe lewd Draftic^ of theirstK^ 



and the peftilence, and will make them like vile figs^ 
that cannot be eaten, they are alfo evil. 18. And I will * 
perfecute them with the fword, with the famine, and 
with the peftilence, and will deliver them to He remov- 
ed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curfe, and 
an aftonilhment, and an hitting, and a reproach among 
all the nations, whither I have driven them : 19. Be- 
caufe they have not hearkned to my words, faith the 
LORD, which I fent unto them by my fervants the 
prophets, riling up early, and fending them* but ye 
would not hear, iaith the LORD. 20. 5 Hear ye 
therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivi- 
ty, whom I have fent from Jerufalem to Babylon : 
21. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God of Ifrael, 
of Ahab the fon of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the fon 
of Maafeiah, which prophefy a lie unto you in my name, 
Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, and he fliall flay them before ' 



your eyes 



And of them lhall 



captivity of Judah, which are in Babylon, 
faying, The LORD make thee like Zedekiah, and 
like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon rofled in the 
fire. 23. Becaufe they have committed villany in Ifrael, 
and have committed adultery with their neighbours wives, 



demning themfelyes. Thefe lewd practices of theirs.they knew 
to conceal from the eye of the world j . that they might preferye their 
credit y but I know it, and am a witnefs, faith > the Lorct,. j>± 
inoft ferret fins are known to God ; he can, fee the yillany that i 
covered with the thicket cloke of hypocrify, arid~there /s a da 
coming when he will bring to light all thefe hidden works of dark! 
nels, and every man will appear in his own colours.- .(ai) *fh£ 
judgments threathed againft them, 7%e king ef BaSy/qn Jhall fl a u 
them before your eyes •> nay, he (hall put them to a miferable death 
rojl them in the fire, ver. 22. We may fuppofe it was not for 
their impiety and immorality that Nebuchadnezzar jSuniflhcd them 
thus feverely, but fedition, and fome attempts of their turbulent 
fpirits upon the publick peace 7 and ftirring up tfie people to revolt 
and rebel. So much of their wickednels fhall then be detedted 
and in fuch a wretched manner they fhall end t^ieir daysy that thek 
names fhall be a curfe among the captives in Babylon, ver. 22 
When men would imprecate the greateft evil upon one they hated" 
they would think they could not load them with a heavier curfe ih 
fewer words than to fay, The Lord make thee like Zedekiah, and 
like Ahab ! Thus were they made afliamed of the prophets they 
had been proud of, and convinced at leaft of their folly in heart 
ning to them. God's faithful prophets were fometimes charged 
with being the troublers of the land, and as fuch were tortured and 
flain; but their names were a blefEng when they were gone, and 
their memory fweet, not as thefe here. As malefactors are at- 
tended with infamy and difgrace, fo martyrs with glory and 
honour. 



and have fpoken lying words in my name, which I have | 24# 5 jfats fliak thou alfo fpeak to Shemaiah the 
" ^ Nehelamite, faying, 25. Thus fpeaketh the LORD 

of hofts, the God of Ifrael, faying, Becaufe thou haft 
fent Jetters v in thy name unto all the people that arezt 
Jerufalem, and to Zephaniah the fon of Maafeiah the 
prieft, and to all the priefts, faying, 26. The LORD 
hath made thee prieft in the ftead of Jehoiada the 
prieft, that ye fhould be officers in the houfe of the 
LORD, for every man that is mad, and maketh him- 
felf a prophet, that thou ihouldft put him in prifon 
and in the ftocks: 27- Now therefore, Why haft 
thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which ma- 
keth himfelf a prophet to you? 28. For therefore he 
fent unto us in Babylon, faying, This captivity is long, 
build ye houfes and dwell in them, and plant gardens, 
and eat the fruit of them. 29. And Zephaniah the 
prieft read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the pro- 
phet. 30. ? Then came the word of the Lord unto 
Jeremiah, faying, 31. Send to all them of the cap- 
tivity, faying, Thus faith the LORD, concerning She- 
maiah the Nehelamite, Becaufe that Shemaiah hath 
prophefied unto you, and I fent him not, and he 
caufed you to truft in a lie : 32. Therefore thus faith 
the LORD, Behold, I will punifh Shemaiah the Ne- 
helamite and his feed : he fliall not have a man to 
dwell among this people, neither fliall he behold the 
good that I will do for my people, faith the LORD, 
becaufe he hath taught rebellion againft the LORD. 

We have perufed the contents of Jeremiah's letter to the cap- 
tives in Babylon, who had reafon with a great deal of thanks to 



know, and 

laith the LORD. 

Jeremiah having given great encouragement to thofe among the 
captives, whom he knew to be ferious and well affe£ted, afiliring 
them that God had very kind and favourable intentions concerning 
them, here turns to thofe among them, who flighted the counfels 
and comforts that Jeremiah miniftred to them, and depended upon 
what the falfe prophets flattered them with. When this letter 
came from Jeremiah, they would be ready to fay, what needs he 
make himfelf fo bufy, and take upon him to advife us. The Lord 
hath raifed us up prophets i?i Babylon, ver. 15. We are fatisfied 
with thofe prophets, and can depend upon them, and have no occa- 
fion to hear from any prophets in Jerufalem. See the impudent 
wickednefs of this people ; as the prophets, when they prophefied 
lies, faid'they had them from God, fb the people, when they in- 
vited thofe prophets thus to flatter them, fathered it upon God, and 
laid it was the Lord that raifed them up thofe prophets : Whereas 
thofe that harden people in their fins, and deceive them v/ith falfe 
and grouftdlefs hopes of God's mercy, we may be fure are no pro- 
phets of God's rail] Jig up. Thefe prophets of their own told them, 
that no more fhould be carried captive, but thofe who were in cap- 
tivity fhould fliortly return. Now in anfvver to this, 

1. The prophet here foretels the utter deftru£Hon of thofe who 
remained ftill at Jerufalem, norwithftanding v/hat thofe falfe pro- 
phets faid to the contrary. As for the king and people that dwell in 
the city, who, you think, will be ready to bid you welcome when 
you return, you are deceived, they fliall be followed with one judg- 
ment after another, fword, fa?nine, and pejlilence, which fliall 
cut off multitudes \ and the poor and miferable remains fhall be 
removed into all kingdoms of the earth, ver. 16, 17, 18. And thus 
God will make them, or rather deal with them, like vile figs ; they 
have made themfelves fo by their wickednefs, and God will ufe 
them accordingly, as the fait that has lo/l its favour, which being 
good for nothing is caft to the dunghil, and fo are rotten figs. 
This refers to the vifion, and the prophecy upon it, which we had, 
£hap. xxiv. And the reafon given for thefe proceedings againft them, 
is the lame that has often been given, and will juftify God in the 
eternal ruin of impenitent fmners, ver. 19, Becaufe they have not 
hearkened to my words. I called, but they refnfed. 

2. He foretels the judgment of God upon the falfe prophets in 
Babylon, who deceived the people of God there. He calls upon 
all the children of the captivity, who boafted of them as prophets 
of God^s raifing up, ver. 20. ftand ftill and hear the doom of the 
prophets you are fb fond of. The two prophets are named here, 
Ahab and Zedekiah, ver. 21. Obferve, (1.) The crimes charged 
upon them, impiety and immorality : They prophefied lies in God's 
name, ver. 2T. and again, ver. 23, they have fpoken lying words 
in my name. Lying was bad, lying to the people of God, to delude 
them into a falfe hope was worfe ; but fathering their lies upon the 
God of truth was worft of all. And they that had the face to do 
that, no marvel if they could allow themfelves in the gratification of 
thofe vile affections to which God in a way of righteous judgment 
gave them up. They have done villany in Ifrael, for they have com- 
mitted adultery with their neighbours wives. Adultery is villany, 

-and it is an aggravation of it, if it be villany in Ifrael, and in fuch 



God and him to acknowledge the receipt of it, and lay it up among 
their treafures : But we cannot wonder if the falfe prophets they had 
among them were enraged at it, for it gave them their true charac- 
ter. Now here we are told concerning one of them, 

I. How he difcovcrs his malice againft Jeremiah. This bufy 
fellow is called Shemaiah the Nehelamite, the dreamer, fb the mar- 
gin reads it, becaufe all his prophecies he pretended to have re- 
ceived from God in a dream. He had got a copy of Jeremiahs 
letter to the captives, or had heard it read, or information was given 
to. him concerning it, and it nettled him exxeedingly; and he wilt 
take pen in hand and anfwer it, yea, that he will : But how? He 
doth not write to Jeremiah in juftification of his own miffion, nor 
offer any rational arguments for the fupport of his prophecies con- 
cerning the fpeedy return of the captives; but he writes to the 
priefts, thofe faithful patrons of the falfe prophets, and inftigates 
them to perfecute Jeremiah. He writes in his own name, not ft 
much as pretending to have the peoples confent to it, but as » 
muft be dictator to all mankind, he fends a circular letter 
fhould feem) among the priefts at Jerufalem, and the reft of the 
people, probably by the fame meflengers that brought the letter 
from Jeremiah : But it is chiefly direaed to Zephaniah* who was 

either the immediate fon * { Maafeiah, or of the twenty fo^rm 



Chap. 





E 
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Chap. 





jle was 



uf, xx. I. Perhaps he was chairman, of _ that 



mortar 



rfe of the priefts, of "which Maafeiah was the father and head. 
C ° U not the high-prieft, but fagan, or fuffragan to the high- 
prieft' 9 r in f° me otner confiderable poft of command in the tern- 

P' e ' j^jttee of priefts that was appointed in a particular manner to 
c0 * CO o-nizance of thofe that pretended to be prophets, of which 
there were very mariy at this time, and to give judgment Concern- 
Lk them. Now, _ • ; ^ 

I He puts him and the ether priefts in mind of the duty of 
their place, wr. 26. The Lord hath made thee a priejl injiead of I 
jehoiada the priejl. Some think he refers to the famous Jehoiada, 
diat great reformer in the days of Joaflij and (laith Mr. Gata- 
kerl he would infinuate that this Zephaniah is for fpirit and zeal 
fuch another as he, and raifed up, as he was, for the glory of God, 
^nd the good of the church 5 and therefore it was expected from 
him that he fliould proceed' againft Jeremiah. Thus f faith he) 
there is no aft fo injurious or impious but that wicked wretches and 
falfe prophets will not only attempt it, but colour it alio with feme 
fpecious pretence of piety, and zeal for God's glory, Ifa. lxvi. 5. 
*fohn xvi. 2. or rather it was fbme other Jehoiada, his immediate 
predeceflbr in this office, who perhaps was carried to Babylon 
among the priefts, ver. 1. ■ Zephaniah is advanced fboner than he 
expected to this place of truft and power, and Shemaiah would have 
Jiim think providence had preferred him that he might perfecute 
God's prophets, that he was come to this government for fuch a 
time as this, .and he was unjuft and ungrateful if he did not 
thus improve his power, or rather abufe it. Their hearts are 
wretchedly hardened who can juftifp the doing of mifchief by ha- 
ving a power to do it. Thefe priefts bufinefs was to examine 
every man that is mad, and makes himfelf a prophet: God's faithful 
prophets are here reprefentcd as prophets of their own making, 
ufurpers of the office, and lay-intruders; and as men that. were 
mad, ailed by fome daemon, and not divinely infpired $. or, as 
diftraclbd men, and men in a frenzy. Thus the characters of. the 
falfe prophets are thrown upon the true ones ; and if this had been 
indeed their character, they ought to- be bound as mad- men, and 
punifhed as pretenders, and therefore he concludes Jeremiah muft 
be fo done to. He doth not bid them examine whether Jeremiah 
could produce any proofs of his miffion, and could make it to ap- 
pear he was not mad ; . no;, that is taken for granted, and when 
once he is put into an ill namej he muft be. run down of courie. 

2. He informs them of the letter which Jeremiah had written to 
the captives:, .rir. 28. He fent unto us in Babylon with the autho- 
rity of a prophet, faying, This captivity is long, and therefore re- 
iblve to make tte beft of it. And what harm was there in this, 
that it fliould be objected to him as a crime ? The falfe prophets 
had formerly faid the. captivity would never come, chap. xiv. 13. 
Jeremiah had faid it would come, arid the event had already proved 
him in the right, which obliged them to give; credit to him,, who 
now faid it would be long, rather than to them who faid it would 
belhort, but had once before been found liars. 

3. He demands judgment againft him taking it for granted that 
he is mad, and makes himfelf a prophet ; he expects they fhould 
order him to be put in prifon and in the flocks, ver. 26. that they 
fliould thus punifh him, and by putting him todifgrace, poflefs the 
people with, prejudices againft him, ruin his reputation, and fo 
prevent the. giving of any credit to his prophecies at Jerufalemj 
hoping if they could gain that point, neither would the captives in 
Babylon be influenced by him. Nay, he takes upon him to chide 
Zephaniah for his neglect, ver, 27. Why kqflthou not rebuked and re- 
jlrained Jeremiah of Anathoth f See how infblent and imperious thefe 
falfe prophets were grown, that though they were ii\ captivity they 
would give law to the priefts that were not only at liberty 5 but in 
power : It is common for thofe that pretend to more knowledge 
than their neighbours to be fo. Now, here is a remarkable in- 
flance of the hardnefs of the hearts of finners, and it is enough to 
make us all fear, lejl our hearts be at any time hardtied. For here 
we find, (1.) That thefe finners would not be convinced by the 
cleareft evidence. God had confirmed his word in the mouth of 
Jeremiah, it had taken hold of them, Zech. i. 6. and yet becaufe 
he doth not propriety to them the ftmoth things they defired, they 
are refolved to look upon him as not duly called to the office of a 
prophet. * None fo blind as thofe that 'will not fee. (2.) That 
they would not be reclaimed and reformed by the moft fevere cha- 
ftifement. They were now fent into a miferable thraldom for 
mocking the ?ne[fengers of the Lord, and mifujing his prophets, this 
was the fin for which God now contended with them, and yet in 
their diftrefs they trefpafs yet more againjl the Lord, 2 Chron. xxviii. 
2 \ This very fin they are notorioufly guilty of in their captivity, 
which fhews, that afflictions will not of themfelves cure men of their 
fins, unlefs the grace of God work with them, but will rather ex- 
afperate the corruptions they arc intended to mortify; fo true is that 
of Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 22. Though thou Jhoiddfl bray a fool hi a 

yet will not his foolijhnefs depart from him. 
2. How Jeremiah came to the knowledge of this, ver. 29. Zd?- 
fhaniah read this letter in the cars of Jeremiah. He did not de- 
J*gn to do as Shemaiah would have him, but, as it fliould feem, 
nad a refpedt for Jeremiah, for we find him employed in meflages 
•to him as a prophet, chap, xxi. -1. and xxxvii. 3. and therefore 
Protected him. 



more in awe of God and his judgments than he that was now a 
captive. . Nay, he made Jeremiah acquainted with the contents, of 
the letter, that he might fee what enemies- he had, even among 
the captives. Note, It is kindnefs to our friends to let them know 
their foes. - • • * 

• * * 

• ; 3. t What was the fentence paft upon Shemaiah for writing this 
letter. \ God fent him an anfwer, for to him Jeremiah committed 
his caufe : it was ordered to be fent not to him, but to them of the 
captivity, who encouraged and countenanced him,, as if he had 
been A prophet of God's raifmg up, ver. 31, 32. Let them 
knowV * . .' ' ■ 

I. That* Shemaiah had made fools of them, he promifed them 
peace in God's name, but God did not fend him, he forged a 
commiffion, and counterfeited the broadfeal of heaven to it," and 
made the people io trujl in a lie, and by preaching falfe comfort to 
them, deprived them of true comfort : nay, he had not only 
made fools of them, but, which was worfe, he had made traitors 
of them, he had taught rebellion againjl the Lord, as Hananiah 
had done, chap, xxviii. 16. And if vengeance fhall be taken on 
them that rebel, much more on them that teach rebellion by their 
doctrine and example. 

• 2. That at his end he alfo jhall be a fool, as the exprefiion is, 
chap. xvii. 11. his name and family fhall be extinct, and fhall be 
buried in oblivion : he fhall leave no iflue behind him to bear up 
his name, his pedigree fhall end in him ; he Jhall not have a man 
to dwell amo??g this people, and neither he, nor any that come from 
him, fhall behold the good that I will do for my people. Note, 
Thofe are unworthy to fhare in God's favours to his church, thac 
are not willing to ftay his time for them. Shemaiah was angry at 
Jeremiah's advice to the captives, to fee to the building up of their 
families in Babylon, that they might be increafed and not dim- 
nifhed, and therefore juftly is he written childlefs there. Thofe that 
flight the bleffings of God's word, deferve to lofe the benefit of 
them, Seestmos vii. 16, 17. 

chap; 

* 

The fermon which we have in this and the follozving chapter, is of a 
very different co?nplexion from all thofe before : The prophet doth 
indeed, by direction from God, change his voice. Mojl he had 
Jaid hitherto tvasby way of reproof and threatning : but thefe two 
chapters are wholly taken up with precious promifes of a re- 
turn out xf captivity, and that typical of the glorious things re- 
Jcrved for the church in the days of the J\dejfiah. The prophet is 
bid not only to preach this, but to zvrite it, becaufe it is inteyided 
for the comfort of the generations to come, ver. 1, — - 3. It is here 
promifed, that they fhould hereafter have a joyful rejloratim. 
I. Though they were now in a great deal of pain and terror \ 
ver. 4, ~ 7. 2. Though their oppreffors were very Jlrong, ver, 
8,— 10. 3. Though a full end zvas made of other nations, and 
they were not rejlorcd, ver. 11. 4. Though all means of their 
deliverance feemcd to fail and be cut off, ver. 12,^—14. 5. 
Though God himfelf had fenl them i?:to captivity, and jtjlly, fir 
their fins, ver. 15, 16. 6. Though all about them looked upon 
their cafe as defperate, ver. 17. (2.) That after their joyful re- 
Jioration they fooidd have a happy J'etilemcnt ; that their city Jhozdd 
be rebuilt, ver. 18. Their 7iu rubers increafed, ver. 19, 20. Their 
govern??ient c/labli/Jjed, ver. 21. God's covenant with them re- 
newed, ver. 22^ and their enemies dejlroyed and cut off, ver. 
23. 24. 

i.' & "HE word that came to Jeremiah from the 
JL LORD, faying, 2. Thus fpeaketh the LORD 
God of Ifrael, faying, Write thee all the words that I 
have Ipoken unto thee in a book. 3. For lo, the days 
come, faith the LORD, that I will bring again the 
captivity of my people Ifrael and Judah, faith the 
LORD, and I will caufe them to return to the land 
that I gave to their fathers, and they fhall poffefs it. 
4. J And thefe are the words that the LORD lpake 




We 



Judah. 5. For thus 



xxi. *i. ana xxxvn. 3. 
He that continued in his dignity and power, flood 

LXIV. 



of fear, and not of peace. 6. Afk ye now, and fee 
whether a man doth travail with child ? wherefore do I 
fee every man with his hands on his loins, as a womaa 
in travail, and all faces are turned into palenefs ? 7. 
Alas^ for that day is great, fo that none is like it : in 
is even the time of Jacobs trouble, but he lhall be 
faved out of it. 8. For it lhall come to pafs in that 
day, faith the LORD of hofts, that I will break his 
yoke from off thy neck, and will burfl thy bonds, and 
ftrangers lhall no more ferve themfelves of him. 9- 
But they fhall ferve the LORD their God, and David 
their king, whom I will raife up unto them. 

Here, 1. Jeremiah is directed to zvrite what God had fpoken 
to him 3 whichj perhaps, refers to all the foregoing prophecies ^ 
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* 

•he muft write them and publifl* therrr, ? ?ri hopes that they, who 
had not profited by it upon once hearing 1r, might take more no- 
tice of'it when in reading it they had ieifure for a more confidcrate 
review. Or rather,, it refers to the r>ro*mifes of their enlargement* 
which had been often mixed with his other difcourfes. He muft 
colle<a:them and put them together, and God will now add unto 
them many like words. He muft write them for the generations 
to come, who fhould fee them accomplished, and thereby have 
their faith in the prophecy confirmed. He muft write it not in a 
letter? as that in the chapter before to the captives, but hi a book? 
■ to be carefully preferved in the archives, or among the publick 
rolls or regifters of the ftate. Daniel undcrftood by thefe books 
when the captivity was about coming to an end, Dan. ix. 2. He 
muft write it in a book, not in loofe papers, for the days come? and 
are yet at a great diftance, when / will b?'hig again the captivity of 
Ifrael and Judah? great numbers of the ten tribes, with thofe of 
the two, ver. 3. And it muft be written that it may be read 
then alfo, that fo it may appear how exa£rly the accompli&ment 
anfwers the predi&ion, which is one end of the writing of prophe- 
cies. It is intimated, that they fhall be beloved for their fathers 
fake? Rom. xi. 28. for therefore God will bring them again to Ca- 
naan, becaufe it was the land that he gave to their fathers? which 

therefore they {hall pojfcfs. 

2. He is dire&ed what to write: The very words are fuch as the 
Holy Ghoft-tcacheth, ver. 4. Thefe are the words which God 
ordered to be written ; and thofe promiies which are written by his 
order, are as truly his word, as the ten commandments which were 

written with his finger. 

1. He muft write a defcription of the fright and confirmation 
'which the people were now in, and were likely to be ftill/in upon 
'every attack that the Chaldeans made upon them, which will much 

magnify both the wonder and the welcomenefs of their deliverance, 
^ver. 5. We have heard a voice of trembling. The fhrieks of terror 

echoing to the alarms of danger. The falfe prophets told them 

they fhould have peace? but there is fear? and not peace? fo the 

inargin reads it: And no marvel that when without are fightings? 
within are fears. The men, even the men of war fhall be quite 
overwhelmed with the calamities of their nation, fhall fink under 
them, and yield to them, and (hall look like wo?nen in labour? 
^whofe pains come upon them in great extremity, and they know 
they cannot efcape them, ver. 6. You never heard of a man tra- 
vailing with child, and yet here you find not here and there a ti- 
morous man, but every ?nan tvith his hands on his loins? in the ut- 
moft anguifti and agony, as wo?nen in travail? when they fee their 
'•cities burnt, and their countries laid wafte. But this pain is compared 
to that of a woman in travail? not to that of a death-bed, becaufe 
it fhall end in joy at laft, and the pain like 'that of a travailing wo- 
man, fhall be forgotten. All faces fhall be turned into palcnefs. 
The word fignifies not only fuch palenefs as arifes from a fudden 
fright, but that which is the effect of an ill habit of body, the jaun- 
dice, or green ficknefs. The prophet laments the calamity upon 
the forefight of it, ver. 7. Alas? for that day is great? a day of 
judgment, which is called the great day? the great and terrible day 
'cf the Lord? Juel ii. 31. Jude 6. great, fo that there has been none 
like it. The iaft deitrncSlion of Jerufalem is thus fpoken of by our 
Saviour as u 11 parallelled, Mat. xxiv. 21. It is even the ti?ne of Ja- 
cob* s trouble? a fad time when God's profefiing people fhall be in 
diftrefs above other people. The whole time of the captivity was a 
time of Jacob's trouble? and fuch times ought to be greatly lamented 
by all that -are concerned for the welfare of Jacob, and the honour 

of the God of Jacob. 

2. He muft write the afTurances which God had given, that a 
happy end fhould at length be put to thefe calamities. (1.) Jacob's 
troubles fhall ceafe, He Jhall be faved out of them. Though the 
afflictions of the church may laft long, they fhall not Iaft always. 
Salvation belongs to the Lord? and fhall be wrought for his church. 
(2.) Jacob's troublers fhall be difabled to do him any further mif- 
chief, and fhall be reckoned with for the mifchief they have done 
him, ver. 8. The Lord of ho/is? who has all power in his hand, 
undertakes to do it, I will break 'bis yoke froin ojf thy neck? which 
has long, lain fo heavy, and hath fo forely galled rhee, / will burjl 
thy bonds? and reftore thee to liberty and eafe, and thou fhalt no 
more be at the beck and command of ftrangers, fhalt no more 
lerve them, nor fhall they any more ferve thc?nfelves of thee? fhall 
no more enrich themfelves either by thy pofiefiions, or by thy la- 
bours. And, (3.) That which crowns and compleats the mercy 
is? that they fhall be reftored to the free exercife of their religion 
again, ver. 9. They fhall be delivered from ferving their enemies, 
not" that they may live at large, and do what they pleafe, but that 
they may ferve the Lord their God? and David their king? that 
they may come again into order, under the eftablifhed government 
both in church and ftate. Therefore they were brought into trou- 
ble, and made to ferve their enemies? becaufe they had not ferved 
the Lord their God as they ought to have done, with joyjuhiefs and 
gladncfs of heart? Deut. xxviii. 47. But when the 'time is come 
that they fhould be faved out of their trouble? God will prepare 
and qualify thern for it, by giving them a heart to: ferve him\ and 
will make it doubly comfortable, by giving them opportunity to 
ferve him. Therefore wc are delivered out of the hands of our 
enemies? that we may ferve God? Luke i. 74, 75. And then de- 



calam 



by them we find ourfelves engaged to, and enlarged in fW 
nf finrf. They fhall ferve- their own God, anTnSh er 



ice 
in- 



'dined, as they had beenof old in the day of their apoftaA; 
compelled as they had been of late in the day of their cant J? n ° F 
ferve other Gods. They fhall ferve David their king f uc h * t0 
nors as God fhould from time to time fet over them, of the 
David, as Zerubbabel ; or, at leaft, fitting on the thrones of ^f 
ment? the thrones of the houfe of David? as Nehemiah- But 
tainly this has ^-further meaning Th e Chaldee paraphrase ^\ 



?e Meffu 
Je wifh . i 



difpenfatioii, which commenced at their return put of caori > 
brought therri to the Meffiah. He is called David' their Mm 
caufe he was- the fin of David, Mat. xxii. 42. and he an fiver eHT 
the name, Mat. *x< 31, 32; David was an illiiftrious tvD ?5 
him both in his humiliation and exaltation;. The covenant e 
royalty made with David, had principal reference to him and 
him the promifesof that covenant had their full, accompfifhmen? 
God ga ve him the throne of his father David? he raifed h; m . U f> Z'n 
them? fet him upon the holy hill of Zion. God is often in the rWfe 
Teftament faid to- have raifedupjefus? raifed him up as a kiiJ 
Acls m. 26. and xiii. 23, 33. Obferve, (1.) Thofe that ferve the 
Lord as their God muft alib ferve David their king? muft' m ve 
themfelves to Jefus Chrift, to be ruled by him : For all men J 
honour the Son, as they honour the Father, and come into thl 
fervice and - worfhip of God by him as Mediator. (2.) Thofe that 
are delivered out of fpiritual bondage, muft make it appear that 
they are fo by giving up themfelves to the fervice of Chrift. They 1 
to whom he gives reft, muft take his yoke upon them: " 

10. J Therefore fear thou not, O my fervant Jacob" 
faith the LORD, neither be difmayed, O Ifrael ; for 
lo, I will fave thee from afar, and thy feed from the 
land of their captivity, and Jacob lhall return, and 
fhall be in reft and quiet, and none fhall make him 
afraid. 11. For I am with thee, faith the LORD, to 
fave thee : though I make a full end of all nations 
whither I have fcattered thee, yet will I not make a full 
end of thee : but I will corre£t thee in meafure, and 
will not leave thee altogether unpunifhed. 12. For 
thus faith the LORD, Thy bruife is incurable,* and 
thy wound is grievous. 13, There is none to plead 
thy caufe, that thou mayefl be bound up : thou haft no 
healing medicines. 14, All thy lovers have forgotten 
thee : they feek thee not, for I have wounded thee with, 
the wound of an enemy, with the chaftifement of a 



cruel one, for the 
thy fins were increafed. 



Why 



becaufe 



affliction ? day forrow is incurable, for the multitude of 
thine iniquity, becaufe thy fins were increafed, I have 
done thefe things unto thee. 16. Therefore all they 
that devour thee fhall be devoured, and all thine ad- 
verfaries, every one of them fhall go into captivity: 
and they that fpoil thee fhall be a fpoil, and all that 
prey upon thee will I give for a prey. 17. For I will 
reftore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy 
wounds, faith the LORD, becaufe they called thee an 
outcaft, faying, This is Zion, whom no man feeketh 
after. 

In thefe verfes, as in thofe foregoing, the deplorable cafe of the 
Jews in captivity is fet forth, but many precious promifes given 
them, that in due time they fhould be relieved, and a glorious fal- 
vation wrooght for them. 

r. God himfelf appeared againft them ; he fcattered them, wft 
II. He did all thefe things imto them? ver. 15. All their cala- 
mities came from his hands, whoever were the inftruments, he 
was the principal agent. And this made their cafe very fad, that 
God, even their own God, fpoke concerning them, to pull down 
and to deftory. Now, (1.) This was intended by him as a fa- 
therly chaftifement, ^ and no other, ver. ix. / will corretl thee in. 
meafure? or, according to judgment? with difcretion, no more than 
thou deferveft, nay, no more than thou canft well bear. What God 
doth againft his people, is in a way of correction, and that corretfi- 
on is always moderated, and always proceeds from love. / will not 
leave thee altogether unpumjhed? as thou art ready to think I fhouM, 
becaufe of thy relation to me. Note, A profeffion of religion, 
though never fo plaufible, will be far from fecuring to us impunity 
in fin. God is no refpe&er of perfons, but will fhew his hatred 
of fin wherever he finds it, and that he hates it moft in thofe that 
are neareft to him. God here corredte his people for the multiM^ 
of their iniquity? and becaufe their fins were ijicreafed? ver. I4> ! 5* 
Are our forrows multiplied at any time, and do they increafe? 
we muft acknowledge it is becaufe our fins have been multiplH 
and they have increafed. Iniquities grow in us, and therefore 

trou- 
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M grow upon us. But (2.) What God intended as a fa- 
1 1 1 c liaftifc ment: > triev and others interpreted as an a£r. of hofti- 



1 rlv cnait lluIiA ' * — y • — - • 1 _ — . — — 

- thev looked upon him as having zvounded them with the wo 

^ 5 ftltnv and with the chajlifeinent of a cruel one, ver. 14. 



wound 



as 



^h^had jefigried their ruin, and neither mitigated the correction., 
had any mercy in referve for them. It did indeed feem as if 
^ A had dealt thus feverely with them, as if he had turned to be 
h' enemy, and had fought againft them, ifa. lx!ii. 10: job com- 
1 * r that God was become cruel to him, and multiplied his wounds. 
Wifn troubles are great and long, we have need carefully to watch 



^„r nWn hearts, that we entertain not fuch hard thoughts as 
Aver our mvvii 7 © 

tbefe of. God and his providence : - - 



His are the chaftifements of a 



rciful one, not of a cruel one, however they may appear. 
2 Their friends forfook them, and were fhy of them ; none of 
hofe ^6 had courted them in their profperity, would take no- 
t ' eof them now in their diftrefs, ver. 1 3. It Is commonly thus 



I f a rnilies go to decay, thofe hang off from them that had been 
T 'r hangers on. .In two cafes we are glad of the affiftance of our 
fends and need their fervice : I. If we be impeached, accufed, 
reproached, our friends we expect fhould appear in vindication 
of us fhould fpeak a good word for us^ when we cannot put on 
face to fpeak for our fclves : but here there is none to plead thy 
a nonc to ftand up in thy defence, none to intercede for thee 
with 'thine opprefTors \ therefore God will plead their caufe, for he 



jnHit well wonder there was none to uphold a people that had 
been fo much the favourites of heaven, Ifa. lxiii. 5. 



2. If we be 



fick or fore, or wounded, we expe£l our friends fhould attend us, 
advife us, fympathize with us, and, if occafion be, lend a hand 
for the applying of healing medicines \ but here there is none to 
do that, none to bind up thy wounds, and, by counfels and com- 
forts to make proper applications to thy cafe ; nay, ver. 14. All 
ifa lovers have forgotten thee \ out of fight out of mind inftead of 
feekino- thee, they forfake thee. Such as this has often been the 
cafe of religion^ and ferious godlinefs in the world ; thofe that, 
from their education, profeffion and hopeful beginnings, one might 
have expected fhould have been its friends and lovers, its patrons 
and protectors, defert it, forget it, and have nothing to fay in its 
defence, nor will do any thing towards the healing of its wounds. 
Obferve, thy lovers have forgotten thee, for I have wounded thee : 
When God is againft a people, who will be for them ? who can 
be for them, fo as to do them any kindnefs ? See Job xxx. 1 r. 
Now, upon this account, their cafe feemed defperate, and paft re- 
lief, ver. 12. Thy bruife is. incurable, thy wound grievous, and, 
ver. 15. thy forrozu is incurable, i. e. the condition of the Jews in 
captivity was fuch, as no human power could redrefs the grievan- 
ces of; there they were like a valley full of dead and dry bones, 
which nothing lefs than omnipotence can put life into. Who could 
imagine that a people fo diminifhed* fo impoverifhed, fhould ever 
be reftored to their own land, and re-eftablifhed there ? So many 
were the aggravations of their calamity, that their forrow would 
not admit of any alleviation, but they feemed to be hardned in it, 
and their fouls refufed to be comforted, till divine cohfolations 
proved ftrong ones, too ftrong to be born down, even by the 
floods of grief that overwhelmed them. Thy forrow is incurable, 
' bccaufe th fins, inftead of being repented of, and forfaken, vjere 
hcreafedj Note, Incurable griefs are owing to incurable lufts. 
Now in this deplorable condition they were looked upon with dif- 
dain, ver. 17. They called thee an outcajl, abandoned by all, aban- 
doned to ruin ; they faid, This is Zion, whom no ?nan feekcth af- 
ter. When they looked on the place where the city and temple 
had been built, they called that an outcajl ; now all was in ruins, 
there was no refort to it, no refidence in it, none asked the way 
to Zion, as formerly, no ?nan feeketh after it. When they looked 
on the people that formerly dwelt in Zion, but were now in cap- 
tivity (and we read of Zion dwelling with the daughter of Babylon, 
2ech> ii. 7. ) they called them outcajl s ; thefe are they who be- 
long to Zion, and ufe to talk much of it, and weep at the re- 
membrance of it, but no man feekcth after them, or enquires con- 
cerning them. Note, It is often, the lot of Zion to be deferted 
and defpifed by thofe about her. 

3. For all this God will work deliverance and falvation for them 
in due time. Though no other hand, nay, becaufe no other 
hand can, cure their wound, his will and fhall. 1. Though he 
feemed to ftand at a diftance from them, yet he afTures them of his 
prefence whh them^ his powerful and gracious prefence. I will 
five thee, ver. 10. I am with thee to fave thee, ver. 11. When 
they are in their troubles, he is with them to fave them from fink- 
ing under them ; when the time is come for their deliverance, he 
is with them to be ready upon the firft opportunity to fave them 
°ut of their trouble. 2. Though they were at a diftance, remote 
from their own land, afar off in the land of their captivity, yet 
there {hall falvation find them out, thence fhall it fetch them, 
them' and their feed, for they alfo fhall be known among the Gen- 
tiles, and diftinguifhed from them, that they may return, ver. 10. 
3« Though they were new full of fears, and continually alarmed, 
yet the time fhall come when they Jljall be in rejl and quiet, fafe 
and eafy, and none Jl) all make them afraid, ver. 10. 4. Though 
the nations into which they were difperfed fhould be brought to 
n »n, yet they fhould be preserved from that ruin, ver. 11. Tlwugh 
i wake a full end of the nations whither I have featured thee y and 




T 

there might be danger of thy being loft among them, yet I will not 
make a full end of thee. . It was promifed, that in the peace of 
thefe nations they fhould have peace, chap. xxix. 7. and yet in the 
deftruSiori of thefe nations they fhould efcape deftru&ion. God's 
church may fometimes be brought very low, but he will not ?nake 
a full : end of i t, chap. v. 10, i8. 5. Though God corre&them 
and juftly, "for their fins, their manifold trahfgreffions, and mio-h- 
ty fins', yet he will return in mercy to them, and even their fm 
fhall not prevent their deliverance, when God's time is come. 
6. Though their adverfaries were mighty, God will bring them 
down, and. break their power, ver. 16. AH that devour thee Jhall 
be devoured, and thus Z ion's caufe will be pleaded, and will be 
made to appear to all the world a righteous caufe : Thus Zion's 
deliverance will be brought about by the deftru£tion of her oppref- 
fors; and thus her enemies will be recompenfed for all the injury 
they have done her ; for there is a God that judgeih in the earthy 
a God to whom vengeance belongs ; they fhall every one of thern^ 
without exception, go into captivity, and they that now fpoil thee y 
the day will come when they /hall be a fpoil 5 they that lead into 
captivity, Jhall go into captivity^ Rev. xiii. 10. This might ferve 
to oblige the prefent conquerors to ufe their captives well, becaufe 
the wheel would turn round, and the day would come when they 
alfo fhould be captives, and let them do now as they would then 
be done by. 7. Though the wound feem incurable, God will 
make a cure of it, ver. 17. I will rejlore health unto thee. Be the 
difeafe never fo dangerous^ the patient is fafe if God undertake the 
cure. 

4. Upon the whole matter they are cautioned againft inordinate 
fear and grief, for in thefe precious promifes there is enough to fi- 
lence both. 1. They muft not tremble ; as thofe that have no 
hope, in the apprehenfion of future, further trouble, that might 
threaten them, ver. 10. Fear thou not, O myfervant Jacob, nei- 
ther be difmayed. Note, Thofe that are God's fervants, muft not 
give way to difquieting fears, whatever difficulties and dangers may 
be before them. 2. They muft not forrow as thofe that have no 
hope, for the troubles which at prefent they lay under, ver. 15; 
Why criejl thou for thine ajfticlion ? It is true thy carnal confiden- 
ces fail thee, creatures are phyficiahs of no value, but / will heal 
thy Wound, and therefore, JVly criejl thou ? Why doft thou fret 
and complain thus? It is for thy fin, ven 14, 15. and therefore* 
inftead of repining^ thou fhouldft be repenting ; iVherefore Jlmdd d 
man complain for the puni/h?ne?zt of his fins ? The ifiue will be good 
at laft, and therefore rejoice in hope. 



18.5 Thus faith the LORD, Behold, I will bring 
again the captivity of Jacobs tents, and have mercy on 
his dwelling-places : and the city fhall be builded upon 
her own heap, and the palace fhall remain after the 
manner thereof. 19. And out of them lhall proceed 
thankfgiving, and the voice of them that make merry : 
and I will multiply them, and they fhall not be few ; 
I will alfo glorify them, and they lhall not be fmalh 
20. Their children alfo fhall be as aforetime, and their 
congregation fhall be eftablifhed before me, and I will 
punifti all that opprefs them. 21. And their nobles 
fhall be of ihemfelves, and their governor fhall proceed 
from the midft Of them, and I will caufe him to draw 
near* and he fhall approach unto me : for who is this 
that engaged his heart to approach unto me ? faith the 
LORD. 22. And ye fhall be my people, and I will 
be your God. 23. Behold, the whirlwind of the 
LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind^ 
it fhall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked* 
24. The fierce anger of the LORD lhall not return* 
until he have done it, and until he have performed the 
intents of his heart : in the latter days ye fhall confider 
it* 

We have here further intimations of the favour God had in re- 
ferve for them after the days of their calamity were over. It is 
promifed} 

1. That the city and temple fhould be rebuilt, ver. 18. Jacob* s 
tents, and his dwelling-places, felt the effects of the captivity, for 
they lay in ruins when the inhabitants were carried away captives ; 
but when they are returned the habitations fhall be repaired, and 
raifed up out of their ruins, and therein God will have mercy upon 
their dwelling-places, that had been monuments of his juftice : 
Then the city of jerufalem Jhall be built upon her own heap, her 
own hill, though now it be no better than a ruinous heap. The 
fituation was unexceptionable, and therefore it fhall be rebuilt up- 
on the feme fpot of ground. He that can make of a city a heap y 
Ifa. xxv. I. can, when he pleafeth, make of a heap a city again. 
The palace, i. e. the temple, God's palace, foall remain after the 
manner thereof, it fhall be built after the^old model ; and the fer- 
vice of God fhall be conftantly kept up there,* and attended as for- 
merly. 

2. That 
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E 



R E MI A H. 



- - 1. • 



Ghap. XXXI. 



2. That the facred feafts fhould again be folemnized, ver. ig. 
Out of the city, and the temple, and all the dwelling-places of Ja- 
cob,' Jhall proceed thank/giving, and the voice of them that make mer- 
ry. They {hall go with exprefiions of joy to the temple- fervice', 
and with the like lhall return from it. Obfervej the- voice of 

: thankfgiving is the lame with the voice of them thai trtak'c merry \ 
for whatever is the matter of our joy, fhould be the matter of our 
praife : Is a?iy merry ? let him fing pfalms. What makes us chear- 
fiil, let it make us thankful : Serve the Lord with gladriefs. . 

3. That the people fhould be multiplied and increafed, and made 
confiderable ; they Jhall not be fezv, they foall not be fmall ; but fhall 
become numerous and illuftrious, and make a figure among the na- 
tions ; for I will multiply them, and 7" zvill glorify them ; it is for the 
honour of the church to have many added to it that fliall be faved ; 
this would make them to be of fome weight among their neigh- 
bours : Let a people be never fo much diminiihed and defpifed, 
God can multiply and glorify them. They fhall be reftored to 
their former honour, their children Jhall be as aforetime , playing in 
the ftreets, Zech. viii. 5. they fhall inherit their parents eftatesand 
honours as formerly ; and their congregation Jhall, both in civil and 
lacred things, be cjiablijhed before me : There fhall be a conftant 
fucceffion of faithful magiftrates in the congregation of the elders 
to eftablifh that, and of faithful worfhippers in the congregation of 
the faints : As one generation pafieth away, another fliall be rai- 
fed up, and fo the congregation Jhall be cjiablijhed before God. 

4. That they fhall be bleffed with a good government, ver. 21. 
Their nobles and judges fhall be of themfelves, of their own nation, 
and they fhall no longer be ruled by ftrangers, and enemies , their 
governor Jim 11 proceed from the midft of them, fhall be one that has 
been a fharer with them in the afflictions of their captive ftate ; 
and this has reference to Chrift our governor, David our king, ver. 
9. he is of our felves, in all things made like unto his brethren ; and 
I will caufe him to draw ?:ear. This may be underftocd, either, 
(I.) Of the people, Jacob and Ifrael, / zvill caufe them to draw 
??ear to me in the temple fervice, as formerly, to come into cove- 
nant with me, as my people, ver; 22. to approach to me in commu- 
nion, for who hath engaged his . heart, made a covenant with it, 
and brought it into bonds, to approach unto me: How few are 
there that do fo ! None can do it but by the fpecial grace of God, 
caufing them to draw near. Note, Whenever we approach to God 
in any holy ordinance, we miiff engage cur hearts to do it ; the 
heart muft be prepared, for the duty, employed in it, and kept 
dole to it : The heart is the main thing that God looks at, and 
requires, but it is deceitful, and will ftart afide, if a great deal of 
care and pains be not taken to engage it to bind this facrifice with 
"cords. Or, (2.) It may be underftood of the governor, for it is a 
fingle perfon that is fpoken of ; their governor Jfjall be duly called 
to his office, fliall draw near to God to confult him upon all occa- 
sions ; God zvill caufe him to approach to him, for otherwife, who 
would engage to take care of fb weak a people, and let this ruin 
come under their hand ? But when God has work to do, though 
•attended with many difcou rage merits, he will raife up inftruments 
.to do it. But it looks fartl icr to 'Chrift, to him as Mediator, 
-Note, 1. The proper work and office of Chrift, as Mediator^ 
to'draw near, and approach unto God, not for himfelf only, but 
for us, and in our name and ftead, as the Kigh-prieft of our pro- 
feffioir: The priefts are /aid to draw nigh to God, Lev. x. 3. and 
xxi.Zj. Mofes drew near, Exod. xx, 21. 2. God the Father 
did cduftjzfus Chrift thus to draw near and approach to him as 
Mediator : He commanded and appointed him to do it, he falsi- 
fied and feded him, anointed him for this purpofe, and accepted 
of him, and declared himfelf well plcafed in him. 3. Jcfus Chrift 
being caufed by the Father to approach unto him as Mediator, 
did engage his heart to do it, i. e. he bound and obliged himfelf to 
it, undertook for his heart, fo fome. read it $ for his foul, that, in 
the fulnefs of time, it fhould be made an offering for fn : His own 
voluntary fofception, in compliance with his Father's will, and in 
compaffion to fallen man, engaged him, and then his own honour 
kept him to it It alfo intimates that he was hearty and refolute, 
free and chearful in it, and made nothing of the difficulties that 
Jay in his way, Ifa. Ixiii. 3, 4, 5. 4. Jefus Chrift was in all this 
truly wonderful ; we may well ask, with admiration, JVho is this 
that thm.engageth his heart to fuch an undertaking ? 

5. That they fhall be taken again into covenant with God, ac- 
cording to the covenant made with their fathers, ver. 22. Te Jfja/l 
he ?ny people, and it is God's good work in us that makes us to him 
a people, a people for his name, Acts xv. 14. and I will be your God', 

and it is his good will to us that is the fummary of that part of the 
covenant. 

6. That their enemies fhall be reckoned with and brought denvn, 
ver. 20. -"-1 /- .1 * * .. 




is.. here reprefented to be, i. Very terrible, like a whirlwind r 

j ;.;^A;kio A \T~„t >r-;*»,V„,o n.^i * \v mQ > fur. 



prizing and. irfefiftible. 2. Very grievous, it Jhall fall zvit} . 
upon their heads,, they fhall be as ill hurt as frightned. o # ft a* 
purfue them ; whirlwinds ufe to be fhort, out this fhall be • 
tinning whirlwind.^ ..4. It fhall accomplifh that for which it ^ 
the anger of the Lord Jhall not return, till he have done it 3 the ^ 
pofes of his wraths as well as the purpofes of his love, will alfT 
fulfilled ; . he will perform the intent* of his heart : And, 5, ^ 5 
that will hot lay this to heart now, will then be unable to' p ut t 
the thoughts of it, in the latter days ye Jhall conftder it, when 
will be too late to prevent it. : lc 
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IS 



Will punifh all them that opprefs them, fo that it fhall ap- 
pear to all a dangerous thin 
Th 

Lord Jhall fall with pain upon the head of the wick 
verfb we had before, chap, xxiii. 19, 20. there : 



_ to touch God's anointed, Pfalm cv. 15. 
two laft verfe come under this head. The whirlwind of the 

eked. Thefe two 



they were a de- 



nunciation of God's wrath againft the wicked hypocrites in Ifrael, 
here, againft the wicked • opprefibrs of Ifrael; the expreffions cx- 
uStly agreeing, {peaks the lame with that, Ifa, \u 22, 23. / zvill 
take the cup of trembling out of thy ha rid, and put it into the hand 

cf them thai affdei thee. The wrath of God againft the wicked 



This chapter goes on with the good zvords, and comfortable zucrdi 
which zve had in the chapter before, for the encouragement of tl * 
captives, affuring them that God would in due time return them * 
their children to their own land? and make , them a great or I 
happy nation again, efpccially by fending them the Mejfiah /' 
whofe kingdom and grace many of thefe proniifes zvere to h ave \j Jg • x 
full acco?npliJ})ment. I . They Jhall be reftored fo peace and honour 
and joy, and great plenty, ver. 1, — 14. 2. T'heir Jorrotv fi r /// 
lofs of their children fhall be at an end, ver. 15,— in. <rv/* 
Jloall repent cf their jins, and Goa zvill gracioujly accept ib m 
their repentance, ver. 18, — 20. 4. They Jhall be ?nultiplied ani 

increafed, both their children and their cattle, and not be cut cF 
and diminijhed as they had been, ver. 21,— 30. 5. God 'ivill it 
new his covenant with them, and enrich it zvith fpiritual blejfmx 
ver. 31, — 34. 6. Thefe blcjfngs Jhall be fecurcd to theirs after 
them, even to the fpiritual feed of Ifrael for ever, ver. 35,-07 
7. As an earnefl of this, tlye city of Jerufalem Jloall be rebuilt 
ver. 38, — 40. Thefe exceeding great and precious promifes wsr] 
firm foundations of hope, and full fountains of joy, to the *w 
captives ; and zve alfo may apply them to our J'elves, and mix fdth 
zvith them. 



,- At 



T the fame time, faith the LORD, will I be 
he God of all the families of Ifrael, and they 



fhall be my people. 2. Thus faith the LORD, The 
people which were left of the fword, found grace in the 
wildernefs ; even Ifrael, when I went to caufe him to 

hath appeared of old unto me, 
I have loved thee with an everlafling 
therefore with loving kindnefs have I drawn 



reft. 3. The LORD 
faying, Yea, 
love 



thee. 4. Again I will build thee, and thbu fhak be 
I built, O virgin of Ifrael, thou fhak again be adorned 
with thy tabrets, and flialt go forth in the dances of 
them that make merry. 5. Thou fhalt yet plant vines 
upon the mountains of Samaria, the planters fhall plan?, 
and lhall eat them as common things. 6. For there 



fhall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount E- 
phraim fhall cry, Arife ye, and let us go up to Zion 
unto the LORD our God. 7. For thus faith the 
LORD, Sing with gladnefs for Jacob, and fhout a- 
mong the chief of the nations : publifh ye, praife ye, 
and fay, O LORD, fave thy people the remnant of 
Ifrael. 8. Behold, I will bring them from the north- 
country, and gather them from the coafls of the earth, 
a?id with them the blind and the lame, the woman 
with child, and her that travaileth with child together, 



a great company fhall return thither. 9. They lhall 
come with weeping, and with fupplications will I k'd 
them : I will caufe them to walk by the rivers of wa- 
ters, in a fbraight way wherein they lhall not flumble : 
for I am a father to Ifrael, and Ephraim is my firft- 
born . 

■ 

God here affures his people, 

r. That he will again take them into a covenant relation to 
himfelf, from which they teemed to have been cut off. At the 
fame time, when God's anger breaks out againft the wicked^ chap, 
xxx. 24. his own people fhall be owned by him as the children 
of his love : I will be the God, i. e. I will fhew my felf to be the 
God of all the families of Ifrael, ver. 1. not of the two tribes only, 
but of all the tribes ; not of the hcufe of Aaron only, and the fa- 
milies of Levi, but of all their families ; not only their ftate in ge- 
neral, but their particular families, and the interefls of them to" 
have the benefit of a fpecial relation to God. Note, The families 
of good people, in their family capacity, may apply themfelves to 
God, and ftay themfelves upon him as their God. If we and our 
houfes ferve the Lord, we and our houfes fliall be protected aiw 
blefled by him, Prov. iii. 33. 

2. That he will do for them in bringing them out cf Babylon, 
as lie had done for their fathers when he delivered them out of K- 
gypt, and as he had purpofed to do when he firft took them tofcc 
his peopie, (x.) He puts them in mind what he did for their w- 
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thers 



i hp brought them out of Egypt, ver. 2. . they were therij 



[word. 



as . \i c h he cut off all the male children as foon as. they were 
^ith wl V j Qody fword indeed they had narrowly efcaped.> and that 

i0rtl A 3 'th which he threatned to cut them oft; when he purfued 
fv^ord wx ^ £ a ^ They were then in the wildernefs, .where 

thCm r emed to be loft and forgotten * as thefe were now in a ftrange 
tlie J nd yet they found grace, in God's fight} were owned and 
-h] honoured by him, and bleft with wonderful inftances of his 
r favour, and he was at . this time going to caufe them to rejt 
peculiar jg- otej When we are brought very low, and infupe- 
difficulties, appear in the way of our deliverance, it is good 
mber that it has been fo. with the church formerly, and 



^Vuouffh^all the hardships of a wildernefs j and God is ftill the 
211 (2 ) They put him in mind of what God had done for 
*W fathers, intimating, that they now faw not fuch figns, and 
1 rp ready to ask, as Gideon did, Wliere are 

fathers told us of? ver. 3. It is true, The Lord hath appear- 
CU lJ fo ld unto me, in Egypt, in the wildernefs, hath appeared with 
e and for me, . hath been feen in his glory as my- God ; the 
311 5 of ancient times were glorious years ; but now it is other- 
J % S what sood will it do us, that he appeared of old to us, when 

1 S? heis ^ from us ? ^- xlv - x 5- Note, 

7 s hard to take comfort from former fmiles under prefent frowns. 
( \ To this he anfwers, with an affurance of the conftancy of 
v love Tea, I have loved thee, not only with ah ancient love, 
but with an \verlafling love, a love that fhall never fail, however 
the comforts of it may for a time be fufpended. It is an everlafl- 
: i GVe therefore have / extended or drawn out loving- kindnefs ur 
to thee alfo, as well as to thine anccftors ; or^ with loving- kindncfs 
Um 1 drawn thee to my felf as thy God, from all the idols to 
which thou had ft turned afide. Note, It is the happinefs of thofe, 
who are through grace interefted in the love of God, that it is an 
tverhfting love 5 from everlafting in the counfels of it, to everlaft 
ins in the continuance and confequences of it ; and that nothir w 
can feparate them from that love : And thofe whom God loves 
with this love, he will draw them into covenant and communion 
with himfelf, by the influences of his Spirit upon their fouls ; he 
will draw them with loving- kindnefs, with the cords of a man, an-* 
bands of love, than which no attraaive can be more powerful. 

7. That he will again form them into a people, and give them 
a very joyful fettlemeht in their own land, ver. 4, 5. Is the church 
of God his houfe, his temple ? Is it now in ruins ? It is fo ; but, 
Jkain I will build thee, and thou /halt be built. Are the parts of 
this building difperfed ? they mall be colkaed, and put together 
again, each in its place; If God undertake to build them, they 
fhall be built, whatever opposition may be given to it. Is Ifrael 
a beautiful virgin ? Is fhc now ftripped of her ornaments, and re- 
duced to a melancholy ftate ? She is fo ; but thou foalt again be a- 
domed, and made fine, adorned with thy tablets** or timbrels, the 
ornaments of thy chamber, and made merry : They fhall refume 
their harps, which had been hung upon the wi How- trees, fhall 
tune them, and fhall themfelves be in tune to make ufe of them : 
They fhall be adorned with their tablets, for now their mirth and 
mufick fhall be feafonablei it fhall be a proper time for it, God 
In his providence fhall call them to it, and then it fhall be an or- 
nament to them ; whereas tabrets, at a time of common calamity;, 
ivhen God called to mourning, were a fhame to them : Or* it 
may refer to their ufe of tabrets in the folemnizing of their relig" 
ous feafts, and their going fort h in dances then, as the daughters _ 
Shiloh, Judg. xxi. 19, 21. And then our mirth is indeed an orna- 
ment to us, when wc ferye God, and honour him with it. Is the 
W of the city maintained by the produ&s of the country ? It is fo ; 
knd therefore it is promifed, ver. 5. Thou /halt yet plant vines up- 
m the mountains of Samaria, which had been the head city of the 
Jdngdom of Ifrael, in oppofition to that of judah ; but they fhall 
3iow be united* Ezek. xxxvii. 22. and there fhall be fuch a per- 
feft peace and fecurity, that men fhall apply themfelves wholly to 
the improvement oF their ground ; the planters ./hall plant, not 
fearing the foldiers coming to eat the fruits of what they had plan- 
led, or to pluck it up ; but they themfelves ./hall eat them freely* 
ci common things, not forbidden fruits, hot forbidden by the law of 
God, as they were till the fifth year, Lev. xix. 13, 14, 15. not 
forbidden by the owners, becaufe there fhall be fuch plenty as to 

yield enough for all, for each. . 

4. That they fhall have liberty and opportunity to worfhip God 
in the ordinances of his own appointment, and fhall have both in- 
vitations and inclinations to do fo, ver. 6. There JJ) all be a day, and 
a glorious day it will be, when the watchmen upon mount Ephraim, 
that are fet to ftand ccntinel there to give notice of the approach 
of the enemy, finding that all is very, quiet, and there is no ap- 
pearance of danger, mall defire for a time to be difcharged from 
their poft, that they may go up' to Zion, to praife God for the pub- 
lick peace. Or, the watchmen, that tend the vineyards, fpoken 
ver. 5. {hall ftir up themfelves, and one another, and all 
their neighbours, to go and keep the folemn feafts at jerufalem. 
Now this implies, that the ferviee of God fhall be again let up in 
Zion, that there fhall be a' general refort to it, with much afte&i- 
% and mutual excitement, as in David's time, Pfalm exxii. 1. 

No. 64. • • ' 



But that which is moft obfervable here is, thai' the watchmen of 
Ephratm, are forward to promote the worfhip. of God at jerufa- 
lem, whereas, when time was,' the watchmen of . Ephraim Was ha- ? 
trcd againft the houfe of his God, Hof. ix. .8. and, inftead of invi- 
ting people to Zion, laid mares for thofe that. let their feces thi- 
therward, Hof. v. 1. Notej God can make thofe who have beenv 
enemies to religion, and the true worfhip of God I to . become en- - 
couragers of it, arid leaders in it. This promife was to have its full 
accomplifhment in the . days of the Meffiah^ whefi the gofpel mould 
be preached to a^l thefe countries, arid a general invitation thereby- 
given into the church of Ghrift^ of which. Ziqh was a type. 

5; That God fhall have; the glory- and the. church both the 
honour and comfort of this bleffed change^ ver. j: Sing with glad- 
hefs for Jacobs i. e ; let alf her friends and well-wifhers rejoice; 
with her, Deut. xxxii. 43. Rejoice ye Getitihs with his people^' 
Rom. xv. jo. , The reftoration of Jacob will, be taken notice of 
by all the neighbours, it will be matter, of joy to them all, and- 
they fhall all join with Jacob in his joys, arid thereby pay him re-- 
fpe£t, and put a reputation upon him : Even the chief of the nati- . 
ons, that make the greateft -figure^ fhall think it an honour to. 
them to congratulate the reftoration of Jacob,- and fhall do them- 
felves the honour to fend their ambafladors on that errand. • Pub-; 
lijh ye, praife ye -, in publilhing thefe tidings, .praife the God of If- 
rael, praife the Ifrael of God, fpeak honourably of both. The 
publifhers of the gofpel muft do it with praife, and therefore it is; 
often fpoken of in the Pfalms, 'as mingled with praifcsi> Pfal. lxviL 
2, 3: and xcvi. 2$ 3. What we either bring to others, or take 
to our felves the comfort of^we muft be fure to give God the praife 
of. Praife ye, and fay, O Lord^fave thy people ^V. e. perfedt their 
falvation, go on to faye the remnant of Ifrael^ that are yet in bon- 
dage, as, Pfalm exxvi. 3, 4. . Note* When we are praifing Gdd 
for what he has done, we muft call upon him for the future fa- 
vours which his church is in need and expectation of ; and in 
praying to him^ we really praife him, and give him glory ; he 
takes it fo; . • 

■ 

6. That; in order to a happy fettlement in ' their own land, 
they fhall have a joyful return out of the land of their captivity, 
and a very, comfortable paflage homeward, ver, 8, 9. and this be-- 
ginning of mercy mould be to them a pledge of all the other blef- : 
fings here promifed. 1. Though they are fcattered to places far 
remote, yet they fhall be brought together, from the north country \ 
and from the coajls of the earth 3 wherever they are, God will find 
them out. 2. Though many of them are very unfit for travel * 
yet that fhall be no hindrance to them, the blind and the lame 
fhall come, fuch a good will fhall they have to their journey, and 
fuch a good heart upon it, that they {hall not make their bli'nd- 
neis and lamenefs an excufe for ftaying where they are. Their 
companions will be ready to help them, will be eyes to the blinds 
and legs to the lame, as good chriftia ns ought to be to one another 
in their travels heavenward, Job xxix. 15.- But, above all^ their* 
God will help them 5 and let none plead he is blind, that has God 
for his guide ; or lame, that has God for his ftrength. The wo- 
?hen with child are heavy, and it is not fit they fhould undertake 
fuch a journey, much lefs thofe that travail with child 5 and yet, 
when it is to return to Zion, neither the one nor the other fhall 
make any difficulty of it; Note, When God calls, we muft not 
plead any inability to come $ for he that calls us will help us, 
will ftrengthen us. 3. Though they feem to be diminifhed, and 
to become few in numbers, yet, when they come all together* 
they fhall be a great company ; and fo will God's fpiritual Ifrael be, 
when there fhall be a general rendezvouz of them* though noW 
they are but a little flock. 4. Though their return will be mat- 
ter of joy to them, yet prayers and tears will be both their ftores 
and their artillery, ver. 9. They ./hall come with weeping, and with 
fuppiications ; weeping for fin, fupplication for pardon; for the good- 
nefs f of God mall lead them to repentance ; and they fhall weep'- 
with more bitternefs and more tendernefs for fin, when they are 
delivered out of their captivity^ than ever they did when they were 
groaning under it; Weeping and praying do well together ; tears 
put life into prayers* and exprefs the livelinefs of them, and prayers* 
help to wipe azvay tears. With favours will I lead them, fo the 
margin reads it; in their journey they fhall be compafied with 
God's favours, the fruits of his favour^ 5. Though they have a 
perilous journey, yet they fhall be fafe under a divine conduct and 
convoy. Is the country they pais through dry and thirfty ? / will 
caufe them to walk by the rivers of waters*, not the waters of a 
land-flood, which fail in fummen Is it a wildernefs. where there 
is no road 5 no track ? / will caufe them to walk in a flraight way*: 
which they fhall not mifs. Is it a rough and .rocky country ? 
yet they /hall not Jlumhle.. Note, Whitherfoever God gives his 
people a clear call, he will either find them, or make them a ready 
way ; and while we are following providence, we may be fure 
providence- will not be wanting to us. And, laftlyj here is a rea- 
fon given why God will take all this care of his people ; for I am 
a father to Ifrael, a father that begat him^ and therefore will 
maintain him, that have the care and companion of a father for 
him, Pfalm evil. 13* and Ephraim is my firfl-born, even Ephraim y 
that, having gone aftray from God ± \ was no more worthy to be cat* 
led a fon y yet lhall be owned as a firjl-bttrn, particularly dear^ 

and heir of a double portion, of . bteJUngs. The feme reafon 1 that 
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was given for their releafe out of Egypt, is given for their releafe 
out of Babylon • they are free-born, "and therefore mu'ft not be 
enflaved ; are horn to God, and therefore mutt not be 'the fef- 
vants of men. Exod. iv. 22, 23. Ifrael is my fort, my-firfl-horn, 
let my fin go 9 that he may ferve me. If we take God for our Fa- 
ther, and join our felves to the church of the flr/l-bom, we may be 
afliired that we fhall want. nothing that is good for us; 

10. ? Hear the word of the LORD* O ye naiidn'sj 
and declare it in the ifles afar off, and fay, He that 
fcattered Ifrael will gather him, and keep him, as a 
fliepherd doth his flock. 11. For the LORD hath re- 
deemed Jacob, and ranfomed him from the hand of 
him that was fVronger than he. .12. Therefore they 
fhall come and fing in the height of Zion, and fhall 
flow together to the goodnefs of the LORDj for 
wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young 
of the flock and of the herd : and their foul flaall be as 
a watered garden, and they fhall not forrow any more 
at all. 13. Then fhall the virgin rejoice in the dance^ 
both young men and old together.: for I will turn their 
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make 
them rejoice from their forrow. 14. And I will fatiate 
the foul of the priefts with famefs, and my. people fhall 
be fatisfied with my goodnefs, faith the LORD. 15. 
5 Thus faith the LORD, A voice was heard in Ra- 
mah, lamentation and bitter weeping : Rahel weeping 
for her children, refufed to be comforted for her chil- 
dren, becaufe they were not. - 16. Thus faith the' 
JLORD, Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine' 
eyes from tears : for thy work fhall be rewarded, faith 
the .LORD, and they fhall come again from the land 
of the enemy. . 17. And there is hope in thine end, 
faith- 'the LORD, that thy children fhall come again 
to their own border. 

t • • • 

■ 

. This, paragraph is much to the fame purpofe with the laft, pub- 
lifhing to. the world, as well - as to the church, the purpofes of 
God's, love concerning his people. This is a word of the Lord, 
which the nations muft hear, for it is a prophecy of a work of 
the Lord, which the nations cannot but take notice of : Let them 
hear the prophecy, that they may the better underftand and im- 
prove the performance : And let them that hear it themfelves, de- 
clare it to. others* declare it hi the ifles afar off: It will be a piece 
q.faiews that will fpread all the world over : It will look very great 
in : hiftory, let .us fee how it looks in prophecy. It is foretold, 

That, thofe that are difperfed fhall be brought together again 
from their difp.erfions : He that fcattered Ifrael will gather him ; 
for , he knows whither he fcattered them, and therefore where to 
find) them, ver. io. XJna eademque mamts vulnus opemque iulit. 
And ; when he has gathered him into one body, one fold, he will 
keep, him, as a Jhepherd.doth his flock, from being fcattered again. 

2. That' thofe that are fold: and alienated fhall be redeemed and 
brought back, ver. 11. Though the enemy that had got pofleffion 
of him was flronger than he, yet the Lord, who is-ftronger than 
all, hath redeemed and ranfomed him, "not by price, but by power, 
as of old out of. the- Egyptians hands. 

3. That with their liberty they fhall have plenty and joy, and 
God fhall be honoured and fervedwith it, ver. 12, 13. When 
they are returned to their, own land, they pall come, and fing in the 
high place of Zion -, on the top of that holy mountain, they fhall 
fing. to the praife and glory of God : We read they did fo when 
the foundation of the temple- was laid there, they fang together, 
prajflng and giving thanks to the Lord, Ezra iii. 1 1. They Jhall 
'flow .together to the. goodnefs of the Lord, i. e. they lhall flock in 
-great numbers, , and with great forwardnefs and chearfulnefs, as 
'ftreams of water,, to the goodnefs of the Lord, i. e. to the temple, 
Where he caufeth his goodnefs to pafs before his people : They fhall 
qprne together in fblemn afiemblies, to praife him for his goodnefs, 
and- to £ray for the fruits of it, and the continuance of it; they 
fhall come, to blefs him for his goodnefs, in giving them wheat, 
and, wine-, trndioil, and the young of the flock and of the herd, which, 
now they have:: obtained their freedom, they have an uncontefted 
property in, and the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of; and which 
therefore they honour God with the firft-fruits of^ and out of 
which they bring offerings to his altar. Note, It is comfortable to 
qbferve the goodnefs cf the Lord in the gifts of common providence, 
ajid even in. them - to tafte- covenant love. And having plenty, 
plenty, out of want and fcarcity, they fhall greatly rejoice, their 
fiuljhall be-, as ,a watered garden, flourishing and fruitful, Ifa. Iviii. 

Xi., pleafent ! iand flagrant, and abounding in all good things; 
Note, Our. fouls are never valuable as 'gardens, but when they are 
watered with the dews of God's Spirit and grace. It is a precious 
promife that follows, and which will not have its full acebmpiifh- 
roent any where 011 this fide the height of the heavenly. Zion, that 
they .fhall mtflrrow any more at all \ for it is only in that hew Je- 



rufalem that all tears Jhall be zviped away, Rev. xxi. 4. however 
fo far it was fulfilled to the returned captives, that they had no*' 
'any more thofe caufes for forrow that they had had 5 and there* 
fore, ver. 1 3*- young men and old Jhall rejoice together ; ' fo grave ft a ]| 
the young men be in their joys, as to keep coiiipany with the old 
men, and fo, trahfported fhall the old men be, as to aflbciate with 
the young. Salva res efl, faltat fenex. God will turn their ?nou r ^ 
ing into joy, their fafts into folemn feafls, Zech. viii. ig. j tw ^ 
in the return out "of Babylon, that they who flowed in tears, w ere 
triade to reap in joy, Pfalm exxvi. 5; 6. Thofe are comforted in- 
deed, whom God comforts, and may forget their troubles, when, 
he makes them to rejoice from their forrow ; not only rejoice aft er 
it; but rejoice from it; theii: joy fhall borrow luftre from their 
forrow; whifch fhall ferve as a foil to it ; arid the more they think 
of their troubles; the more fhall they i-ejoice in their deliverance. 

4. That both the miniftersj Jthd thofe they niinifter to, fl^jj 
have abundant fatisfadtion in what God gives them, her. 14, / 
will fatiate the foul of the pr'iefls -frith fatnefs, i. e. there fhall* be 
fuch plenty of facrifices brought to the altar, that they who \' m 
upon the altar fhall live very comfortably^ they and their families 
fhall be fatiated with fatnefs $ they fhall have enough; and that of 
the beft ; and my people Jhall be fatisfied with my goodnefs; and fhall 
think there is enough in that to make them happy, and fo, there is • 
God's people have an abundant fatisfadtion in God's goodnefs'; though 
they have but little of this world : Let them be fatisfied of God's 
loving-kindnels, and they will be fatisfied with it, ; and defire no 
more to make them happy. All this is applicable .to the fpiritual 
bleffings which the redeemed of the Lord enjoy by jefus Ghrift,- in- 
finitely more valuable than corn, and wine, and oil,- and the fa-' 
tisfa&ion of foul which they have in the enjoyment of them. 

5. That thofe particularly, who had been in forrow for the iois 
of their children that were carried into captivity, fhould have that 
forrow. turned into joy upon their return, ver. 15, 16, 17. Here 
we have, 

• (1.) The fad lamentation which the mothers made for the lofs 
of their children, ver. 15. In Ra?nah zvas there a voice heard, zt 
the time when the general captivity was, nothing but la?nentaiion> 
and bitter weeping, more there than in other places, becaufe there 
Nebuzaradan had the general rendezvouz of his captives, as ap- 
pears^ chap. xl. 1. where we find him fending Jeremiah back from 
Ramah. Rachel is there faid to zveep for her children. The fe- 
pulchre of Rachel was between Ramah and Bethlehem.: Benjamin 
one of the. two tribes, and Ephraim head of the ten tribes, were 
both defcendants from Rachel. She had but two fons, the elder of 
which was one for whom his father grieved, and refufed to be com- 
forted, Gen. xxxvii. 35. the other fhe her felf called Benoni, the 
fon of my forrow. Now the inhabitants of Ramah did in like man- 
ner grieve for their fons and their daughters that were carried away, 
as, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. and fuch a voice of lamentation was there, as, 
to fpeak poetically, might even have raifed Rachel out of her grave 
to mourn with them. The tender parents even refufed to be com- 
forted for their childre?:, becaufe they were not, were not with 
them, but were in the hands of their enemies, they were never 
likely to fee them more. This is applied by the evangelifts to the 
great mourning that was at Bethlehem for the murder of the in- 
fants there by Herod, Matt. ii. 17, 18. and this fcripture is faid to 
be then fulfilled. They wept for them, and would not be comfor- 
ted., fuppofing the cafe would not admit any ground of comfort, 
becaufe they were not. Note, Sorrow for the lofs of children can- 
not but be great forrow, efpecially if we fo far miftake as to think 
they are not. 

(2.) Seafonable comfort adminiftred to them in reference here- 
unto, ver. 16, 17. They are advifed to moderate that forrow, 
and to fet bounds to it ; Refrain thy voice from weepings and ity 
eyes fro??i tears. We are not forbidden to mourn in fuch a cafe, 
allowances are made for natural affection, but we muft not fufter 
our forrow to run into an ex t ream, to hinder our joy in God, or 
take us off from our duty to him ; though we mourn, we muft 
not murmur, nor muft we refolve, as Jacob did, to go to the grave 
mourning • and to repreis inordinate grief,, we muft confider, that 
there is hope in our end, hope that there will be an end, the trou- 
ble will not laft always, that it will be a happy end,, the end will 
be peace. Note, It ought to fupport us under our troubles, that 
we have reafon to hope they will end well : The righteous has ho$t 
in his death, that that will be the blefled period of his griefs, and 
the blefled paflage to his joys. There is hope for thy poflcnt^ f° 
fome read it \ though thou mayft not live to fee thefe glorious days 
thy felf, there is hopes that thy pofterity fhall ; Though one gene- 
ration falls in the wildernefs, the next fhall enter Canaan. Two 
things thou mayft comfort thy felf with the hope of, I. The re- 
ward of thy work ; thy fufFering wo?'k Jhall be rezvarded : The 
comforts of the deliverance fhall be fufficient to balance all the 
grievances of the captivity. God makes his people glad according to 
the days wherein he has ajfflicled the?n, and fo there is a proportion 
between the joys and the forrows, as between the reward arid the 
work. The glory to be revealed, which the faints hope fo 4 
end, will abundantly countervail tin 
Rom. viii. 18. 2. The reftoration 
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come again from the land of the enemy, ver. 1 6. they Jhall coin* a * 
gain to their own border, ver. 17, There is hope that children at a 



Chap 





E R E M I A H. 



• * 






e ma y be brought home ; Jacob had a comfortable meeting 
>h Tofeph, after he had defpaired of ever feeing hirxi. . There is" 
1! e concerning children removed by death, .that they fhall return 
their oivn border, to the happy lot affigned them in the refur- 
£ion a lot in the heavenly Canaan, that border of his fah£tuary. 
We fliall fee reafon to reprefs our grief for the death of our 'chil- 
, t jj at a re taken into covenant with God, when we cohfider the 
hones we have of their refurre£iion to eternal life. They are hot 
loft, hut gone before. 

jg/5 j have furely heard Ephraim Bemoaning him- 
felf thus. Thou haft chaftifed me, and I was chaftifed, 
as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke : turn thou me; 
and I fhall be turned ; for thou art the LORD my God. 
, Surely after that I was turned* I repented j and 
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iftru&ed 
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20. Is Ephraim my dear 



W as alhamed, yea± even confounded* becaufe I did bear 
the reproach of my youth. 

fon? is be a pleafant child? for fmce I fpake againft 
him, I do earneftly remember him ftill : therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him 5 I will furely have mercy 
upon him, faith the LORD. 21. Set thee up way- 
marks,, make thee high heaps : fet thine heart toward 
the high-way, even the way which thou wenteft : turn 
a*ain, O virgin of Ifrael, turn again to thefe thy 
cities. 22. 5 How long wilt thou go about, O thou 
backfliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a 
new thing in the earth* A woman fliall compafs a 
man. .23. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God 
of Ifrael, As yet they fhall ufe this fpeech in the land 
of Judah and in the cities' thereof, when I fliall bring 
again their captivity j The LORD blefs thee, O ha- 
bitation of juftice, and mountain of holinefs. 24. 
And there fhall dwell in Judah itfelf, and in all the 
cities thereof together, hufbandmen, and they that go 
forth with flocks. 25. Fori have fatiated the weary 
foul, and I have repleniftied every forrowful foul. 
26. Upon this I awaked* and beheld; and my fleep 
was fweet unto me; 



could not with any confidence look up to God,' nor with any com- • 
fort reflet upon himfelf. . 4. He is here recommending himfelf to 
the mercy and grace of God. He finds he is bent to backflide froni 
God, and cannot by any power of his own keep himfelf clofewith 
God, much Iefs, when he is revolted, bring himfelf back to God* 
and therefore he prays, Turn thou me 9 and ijhatt 'be turned ; which 
implies, that unlefs God do turn him by his grace he fhall never be. 
turned^ but wander endlefly 5 that therefore he is very defirous of 
converting grace, lias a dependence upon it, and doubts not but 
that that grace will be fufficient for him, to help him over all the 
difficulties that were in the way of his return to: God. See chap. 
xvii. 14; Heal nie, and I fliall he healed. God works with power,, 
can make the unwilling willing ; if he undertake the converfion of 
a foul it will be converted. 5. He is here pleafing himfelf .with 
the experience he . had had of the blefled effedt. of .divine grace, 
Surety after that I 'was turned,, ■ I repented. Note; All the pious 
workings of our hearts towards God, are the fruit and confequence 
cf the powerful working of his grace in us; And obferve, He was 
turned, he was inftru&ed', his will was bowed to the will of God, 
by the right informing of his judgment concerning the truths of 
God. Note, The way God takes of converting fouls to himfelf, 
is by opening the eyes of their undemanding and all <rood follows 



When 



they 



We have here, , , .... 

I. Ephraim's repentance' ahd return to God; Not only Judah 
but Ephraim, the ten tribes, fhall be reftored, and therefore fliall 
thus be prepared and qualified for it, Hofxiv. 8; Ephraim fljall 
fay. What have I to do any trior 6 with Idols? Ephraim the peopJe is 
here fpoken of as a fingle perfon, to denote their unanimity 5 they 
fhall be as one man in their repentance^ arid fhall glorify God in it 
•with one mind and one mouth, one and all; It is likewife thus ex~ 
jprefled, that it might be the better accommodated to particular pe- 
nitents, for whole diredlion and encouragement this paflage is in- 
tended. Ephraim is here brought in weeping for fin, perhaps be- 
caufe Ephraim, the perfon from whom that tribe had its denomi- 
nation, was a man of a tender fpirit; mourned for his children rnany 
days, 1 Chron. vii. 21, 22. and for row for fin is compared to that 
■for an only foil. This penitent is here brought in 5 (1.) Bemoaning 
himfelf, and the miferies of his prefent cafe. True penitents do 
thus bemoan therhfelves. (2>) Accufing himfelf, laying load upon 
himfelf as a finner, a great finner. He chargeth upon himfelf in 
the firft place that fin, which his confeience told him he was more 
especially guilty of at this time ; and that was$ impatience under 
correction. Thou baft chajtifed met I have been under the rod, 
and I needed it; I defer ved it; I was juftly chaftifed, chaftifed as 
<t bullock who' had never felt the goad, if he had hot firft rebelled 
againft the yoke. True penitents look upon their afHidiions as 
fatherly chaftiferrients. Thou haft chaftifed ?ne, and I was chajlifed^ 
J. e. it was well I was chaftifed, otherwife I had been undone ; it 
did me good, or, at leaft, was intended to do me good 5 and yet 
I have been impatient under it: or, it may fpeak his .unaffe£ted- 
nefs under the affliction, Thou haft chajlifed me 7 and I was cha - 
fifed, that was all, not I was awakened by it, and quickned by it : 
I looked no farther than the chaftifement: I have been under the 
cheftifemerit as a bidlock unaccujlomed to the yoke^ unruly and un- 
manageable, kicking agaznjl the pricks^ like a wild bull in a net, 
Ifa. li. 20. This is the fin he finds himfelf guilty of now, but 
*W 19. he reflects upon his former fins, and looks as far back as 
the days of. his youth.- The diicovery of one fin fhould put us 
upon fearching out more ; now he remembers the reproach of his 
youth, Ephraim, as a people, reflects upon the miscarriages of 
their anceftors, when they were firft formed into a people. It is 
applicable to particular perfons. Note, The fin of our youth was 
the reproach of our youth, and we ought often to remember it a- 
gainft ourfelves, and to bear it in a penitential forrow and ftiame. 
3. He is here brought in angry at himfelf, having a holy indignation 
at himfelf for his fin and folly ; he fmote updn his thigh^ as the pub- 
lican upon his breajl 5 he was even amazed at himfelf, and at his 

° w fl-ftupidityand.frowardnefs, he was ajhatmd^ yea > even confottoded} 



to a right way. Ephraim was chaftifed, and that did not produce 
the defired effe£t, it went no further • / vuas chajlifed^ and that 
was all : But when the inftruQions of God's Spirit accompanied the 
corrections of his providence, then the work was done, then he 
fmote upon his thigh y was fo humbled for fin as to have no more to 
do with it.. 

1. God's compafficn oh Ephraim, and the kind reception he 
finds with God, ver. 20. (1.) He owns him for a child, though 
he has been an undutiful child and a prodigal: Is Epraim my dear 
fan? Is he a pleafant child? Thus when Ephraim bemoans him- 
felf, God bemoans him, as one whom bis mother comfort's, though 
fhe had chidden him, Ifa. lxvi. 13. Is this Efhraim my dear fon? 
Is this that pleafant child? Is it he that is thus fad in bp'u it, and that 
complains fo. bitterly? So it is like that of Saul, 1 Sam. xxvi. 17. 
Is this thy voice^ my Jon David? Or^ as it is foretimes fupplied^ Is 
not Ephraim my dear fon? Is he not a pleafant child ? r Yes, now he 
is, now he repents and returns. Note, Thofe that have besn un- 
dutiful backfliding children, if they fincerely return and repent, 
however they have been under the chaftifement of the rod, fhall 
be accepted of God as dear and pleafant children. Ephraim had 
affli&ed himfelf, but God thus heals hirri ; had abafed himfelf, but 
God thus honours him; as the returning prodigal who thought 
himfelf rto more worthy to be called a fon, yet, by his father, had 
the bejl robe put upon hirh, and a ring on his haitd. (2.) He re- 
lents towards him, and fpeaks of him with a great deal of tender 
compaffion ; Since I fpake again/} him, by the threatnin^s of the 
word, and the rebukes of providence, I do earneftly remember him 
JIM? my thoughts towards him are thoughts of peace. Note, 
When God iaffli£ts his people, yet he doth not forget them ; when 
he cafts therh out of their land, yet he doth not caft them out of 
j fight; nor out of mind. Even then when God is fpeaking againft: 
us, yet he is idling for us, arid defigning out good in all ; and this 
is our comfort in bur afHi&ion, that the Lord ihinketh upon us? 
though we have forgotten him. / r'cme??iber him Jlill, arid there- 
fore my bowels are troubled for him, as Jofeph's yearned, towards his 
brethren, ieven then when he fpake roughly to them. When Ifra- 
ePs affliction extorted a penitent ConfefTion and fubmiflion; it is 
faid his foul was grieved for the mifery of Ifrael j jfudges x. 16^ 
for he always affiiiis with the greateft tenderne/s. It was God's 
companion , that mitigated Ephraim's punifhm£nt • My heart is 
turned within me, Hof; xi. 8, 9. and now the fame.eompaflion 
accepted Ephraim's repentance. Ephraim had pleaded, ver., 18. 
Thou art the Lord my God, therefore to thee will I return, there- 
fore on thy hiercy and grace I will depend 5 ahd God fhews it was 
a valid plea* and prevailing, for he makes it appear both that he 
is God and not man, 'and that he is his God. (3.) He refolves to 
do him good ; / will furely have mercy upon hint; faith the 
Lord. Note, God hath mercy in ftore, rich mercy, fure mercy, 
fuitable mercy^ for all that in fincerity feek him, ahd fubmit to 
him. And the more we ate afflidted for fin, the better prepared 
we are for the comforts of that mercy. 

3. Gracious excitements and encouragements given to the peo- 
ple of God in Babylon, to prepare for their return to their owa 
land. Let them not tremble, and lofe their fpirits; let them ziot 
trifle, ahd lole their time ; but with a firm relblution, and a clofe 
application, addrefs themfelves to their journeys ver. 21, 22* 
(1.) They muft think of nothing but of coming back to their own 
country, out of which they had been driven^ Turn again, O vir* 
gin of Ifrael, a virgin to be again efpoufed to thy God, turn again 
to thefe thy cities ; though they are laid wafte, and in ruins, they are 
thy cities^ which thy God gave thee, ahd therefore titm again to 
them. They muft be content in Babylon no longer^ than till they 
had liberty to return to Zion. (2 .) They muft return the fame 
way that they went, that the remembrance of the forrows that at- 
tended them, or which their fathers had told them of, in fuch and 
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memory, put them in mind of them, might make them the mpre 
thankful for their deliverance. . Thofe that have departed from God 
into the bondage of fin, .muft return by the fame way in .which 
they went affray, to the fame duties they neglected* muft do their 
firjl works. (3.) They rrtuft , engage themfelves., and all that is 
within them, in this affair. Set thy heart towards the high-way 
bring thy mind to it ; confider thy duty, thine intereftj and go 
about it with a good will. • Note, The way from Babylon to Z ion, 
from the bondage of fin to the glorious liberty of God's children, 
is a high-way - 3 it is right, it is plain$ it is fafe* it is well tracked^ 
Ifa. xxxv. 8. yet none are likely to walk in it, unlefs they fet their 
hearts toward it. (4.) They muft furnifh themfelves with all 
needful accommodations for the journey, Set thee up way-7narks, 
and make thee high heaps, or pillars ; fend before to have fuch fet 
up in all places where is any danger of miffing the road. Let 
thofe that go firft, and are beft acquainted with the way* fet lip 
fuch directions for thofe that follow. (5.) They muft compofe 
themfelves for their journey* How long wilt thou go about, O back- 
Jliding daughter ? Let not their minds fluctuate, or be uncertain 
about it, but refolve upon it ; let them not put themfelves into a 
tofs with care and fear, let them not feek about to creatures for 
afliftance, nor hurry here and there in courting them, which had 
often been an inftance of their backjliding from God ; but let them 
caft themfelves upon God, and then let their minds be fixed. 
(6.) They are encouraged to do this, by an aflurance God gives 
them, that he would create a nezu thing, ftrange and furprifing, 
in the earth, in that land, a woman Jhall compafs a man. The 
church of God, that is weak and feeble as a woman, altogether 
unapt for military employments, and of a timorous fpirit, yet fhall 
furround, bejiege, and prevail againft a mighty ?han, Ifa. liv. 6. 
The church is compared to a woman, Rev. xii. 1, And whereas 
we find armies compajfing the camp of the faints, Rev. xx. 9. now 
the camp of the faints fhall compaft them. Many good interpre- 
ters underftand this new thing created in that land, to be the incar- 
nation of Chrift, xvhich God had an eye to in bringing them back 
to that land, and which had fometimes been given them for a fign, 
Jfa. vii. 14. and ix. 6. A woman, the virgin Mary, inclofed in 
her womb the mighty one, for fo Geber, the word here ufed, figni- 
fies; and God is called Gibbor, the mighty God, jer. xxxii. 18. 
and fo is Chrift there where his incarnation is fpoken of, as it is 
fuppofed to be here, Ifa. ix. 6. He is El-Gibbor, the mighty God. 
Let this affure them, that God would not caft off this people, for 
that bleffing was to be among them, Ifa. Ixv. 8. 

4. A comfortable profpecl: given them of a happy fettlement in 
their own land again. (1.) They fhall have an intereft in the 
efteem and good will of all their neighbours, who will give them a 
good word, and put up a good prayer for them, ver. 23. As yet, 
or rather, yet again (though Judah and Jerufalem have long been 
an aftonifhment and an hilling) this fpeech Jhall be ufed, as it was 
formerly, concerning the land, of Judah, and the cities thereof, TI?e 
Lord blefs thee, O habitation of jiiflice, a7td mountain of holinefs. 
This intimates, that they (hall return much reformed, and every 
way better ; and this reformation (hall be fo confpicuous, that all 
about them fhall take notice of it. The cities, that ufed to be nefts 
of pirates, fhall be habitations of jujlice, the mountain of Ifrael (fo 
the whole land is called, Pfal. Ixxviii. 54.) and efpecially mount 
Zion, fhall be a ?nountain of holinefs. Obferve, Juftice towards 
men, and holinefs towards God, muft go together. Godlinefe and 
honefty are what God has joined, and let no man think to put 
them afunder, or to make one to atone for the want of the other. 
It is well with a people, when they come out of trouble thus re- 
fined, and it is a fure prefage of further happinefs. And we may 
with great comfort pray for the bleffing of God upon thofe houfes 
that are habitations of jujlice, thofe cities and countries that are 
tnoimtains of holinefs. There the Lord will undoubtedly command 
the bleffing. (2.) There fhall be great plenty of all good things 
•among them, ver, 24, 25. There JJjall dwell in Judah itfelf, even 
in it^ though it has now long lain wafte, both husbandmen and 
Jhepherds, the two ancient and honourable employments of Cain 
and Abel^ Gen. iv. 2. It is comfortable dwelling in a habitation 
of jujlice, and a ?nountain of holiiiefs. And the husbandmen and 
fhepherds fhall eat of the fruit of their labours, for I have fatiated 
the weary and forrowful foul, i. e. they that came weary from their 
journey, and have been long forrowful in their captivity, fhall now 
enjoy great plenty. This is applicable to the fpiritual bleffings 
God has in ftore for all true penitents, for all that are juft and 
holy; they fhall be abundantly fatisfied with divine graces and 
comforts : In the love and favour of God the weary foul fhall find 
xeft, and the forrowful foul joy. 

Laftly, The prophet tells us, what pleafure the difcovery of this 
brought to his mind, .ver. 26. The forefights God had given him 
fometimes of the calamities of Judah and Jerufalem, were an ex- 
ceeding pain to him, as chap. iv. zg. but thefe views were plea- 
fing ones, though at & diftance. Upon this I awaked, overcome 
with joy, which burft the fetters of fleep ; and I reflected upon 
my dream, and it was fuch as had made my fleep fzveet to me ; I 
was refrefhed, as men ufe to be with quiet fleep. Thofe may fleep 
fweetly that lie down and rife up in the favour of God, and in 
communion with him : Nor is any pro/peel: in this world more 

pleafing to good men and good minifters, than that of the flourish- 



ing ftate of the church of God. What can we fee with m 0 
tisfaftion^ than the good of Jerufalem all the days of our Kfl* 
pace upon Ifrael? Je > Qn * 



. 27. 5Beholdi- the days corne^ faith the LORn 
that I will fow the houfe of Ifrael, and the hemfe t 
Judah with the feed of man, and with the feed of b ea f? 
28; And it fhall come to pafs, that like as I jJ 
watched Over themj to pluck up, and to break dow^ 
and to throw down* and to deftroy, and to afflift . r' 
will I watch over them, to build and to plant, faith'th 
LORD; 29. In thofe days they ihall fay ho moi T 
The fathers have eaten a four grape,- and the children' 
teeth are fet on edge. 30. But every one ihall die fo! 
his own iniquity, every man that eateth the four o- taD 
his teeth fhall be fet on edge. . g 1 . 5 Behold^ the davs 
come, faith the LORD, that 1 will make a new cove 
nant with the houfe of Ifrael^ and with the houfe of 
Judah : 32. Not according to the covenant that T 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them bv 
the hand, to bring them out of the Jand of Egypt 
(which my covenant they brake; although I was an 
husband unto them, faith the LORD : ) 



Jhall 



33- But this 



Ifrael, After thofe days, faith the LORD, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 



my 



hearts, and will be their God, and they fhall be .„ 
people. 34. And they fhall teach no more every mzn 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, faying 
Know ye the LORD : for they fhall all know me, from 
the leaft of them unto the greatefc of them, faith the 
LORD : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will re- 
member their fin no more. 

, T he p ™?k et hav » n S f ° und Kv&Jleep fweet, made fa by the'reve- 

~ r 0 *'n, in hopes of fur* 

ther difcovenes, and is not difappointed j for it is here further pr* 
miled, 

1. That the people of God fhall become both numerous and 
profperous : Both Ifrael and Judah fhall be replenifhed both with 
men and cattle, as if they were fown with the feed of both, ver. 27. 
They fhall increafe and multiply like a field fown with corn 5 and 
this is the product: of God's bleffing, ver. 23^for whom God blef- 
fed, to themhe faid, Be fruitful. This fhould be a type of the 
wonderful increafe of the gofpel church : God will build them, 
and plant them, ver. 28. He will watch over them to do them 
good, i. e. no opportunity fhall be loft, that may further their 
profperity. Every thing for a long time had turned fo much a- 
gainft them, and all occurrences did fo confpire to ruin them, 
that it feemed as if God had watched over them, to pluck up, and 
to throw down ; but now every thing, that falls out fhall happily 
fall in to ftrengthen and advance their interefts. God will be as 
ready to comfort thofe that repent of their fins, and are humbled 
for them, as he is to punifh thofe that continue in love with their 
fins, and are hardned in them. 

2. That they fhall be reckoned with no further for the fins of 
their fathers, ver. 29, 30. They fiall fay no more, i. e. they fhall 
have no more occafion to fay, that God vifits the iniquity of the pa* 
rents upon the ^ children, which God had done in the captivity ; for 
the fins of their anceftors came into the account againft them, par- 
ticularly thofe of ManafTeh ; this they had complained of as a 
hardfhip : Other fcriptures juftify God in this method of proceed- 
ing, and our Saviour , tells the wicked Jews in his days, that they 
fhould fmart for their fathers fins, becaufe they perfifted in them, 
Matt, xxiii. 35, 36. But it is here promifed, that this fevere dif- 
penfatioh with them fhould now be brought to an end ; that God 
would proceed no further in his controverfy with them for their 
fathers fins, but remember for them his covenant with their fa- 
thers, and do them good according to that covenant : They Jhall 
no more complain, as they have done, that the fathers have eaten 
four grapes, and the chi/drens teeth are fet on edge ; which fpeaks 
fomething of an abfurdity, and is an invidious reflection upon God's 
proceedings, but every one all die for his own iniquity ftill ; though 
God will ceafe to punifh them in their national capacity, yet he 
will ftill reckon with particular perfons that provoke him. Note, 
Publick falvations will give no impunity, no fecurity, to private 
finners ; ftill every man that eats the four grapes, his teeth Jhall be 
fet on edge. Note, Thofe that eat forbidden fruit, how temptingly 
foever it looks, will find it a four grape, and it will fet their teeth 
on edge, fooner or later they will ieel from it, and reflect upon it 
with bitternefs. There is as direcl: a tendency in fin to make a 
man uneafy, as there is in four grapes to fet the teeth on edge. 

3. That God will renew his covenant with them, fo that all 
thefe bleffings they fhall have, not by providence only, but by pro- 
mife, and thereby they fhall be both fweetned and fecured. But 
this covenant refers to gofpel times, the latter days that Jhall ' come* 

- for 
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grace the apoftle underftands it, Heb 



rhik whole paflage'is quoted, as a fummary of the covenant 
* ad e with believers in Jefus Chrift. \ Obferve, 
(\ Who the perfons are with whom this covenant is made, 
>H hp houfe of Ifrael and Judah, i. e. with the gofpel churchy 
^£fofdd 9 on which peace Jhall be, Gal vi. 1 6. with the 
r itual feed of believing Abraham, and praying Jacob. Judah 
Hlfrael had been two feparate kingdoms, but were united after 
2 j| . return , in the joint favours God bellowed upon them, fo 
Sws and Gentiles in the gofpel church and covenant. 
(2 ) What is the nature of this covenant in general, it is a new 
ant and not according to the covenant made with them, when 
C f e,l camt out of Egypt ', not as if that made with them at mount 
S'^ai were a covenant of nature and innocency, fuch as was made 
'th Adam in the day he was created : No ; that was for fubftance 
^covenant of grace, but it was a dark difpenfation of that cove- 
2 nt in comparifon with this in gofpel times. Sinners were faved 
h that covenant upon their repentance, and faith in a Meffiah to 
come whofe blood confirming that covenant, was typified by that 
of the legal facrifices, Exod. xxiv. 7, 8. jet this may upon many 
accounts be called new in comparifon with that ; the ordinances 
and promifes are more fpiritual and heavenly, and the difcoveries 
much more clear. That covenant God made with them when he 
took than by the hand, as if they had been blind or lame, or weak, 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt, which covenant they brake. 
Obferv'e, -t Was God that made this covenant, but it was the peo- 
ple that brake it, for our falvation is of God, but our fin and ruin 
is of our felves. It was an aggravation of their breach of it, that 
God was a husband to them, that he had efpoufed them to him- 
felf it was a marriage covenant that was between him and them, 
which they broke by idolatry* that fpiritual adultery. It is a great 
aggravation of our treacherous departures from God, that he has 
been a husband to us, a loving, tender, careful husband, faithful 
to us. and yet we falfe to him. 

(i) What are the particular articles of this covenant ; they all 
contain fpiritual bleffings, not, I will give them the land of Cana- 
an and a numerous iflue, but I will give them pardon, and peace, 
and grace, good heads, and good hearts. He promifeth, 

I, That he will incline them to their duty : / will put my law 
in their inward part, and write it in their heart : Not, I will give 
a new law fas Mr. Gataker well obferves) for Chrift came 



vet to dejiroy the law, but to fulfil 
in their hearts by the finger of the Spirit, as formerly it was writ- 
ten in the tables' of ftone. God writes his law in the hearts of all 
believers; makes it ready and familiar to them, at hand when they 
have occafion to ufe it, as that which is written in the heart, Prov. 
iii. z He makes them in care to obferve it, for that which we 
are follicitous about, is faid to lie near our hearts. He works in 
them a difpofition to obedience, a conformity of thought and affe- 
£tion to the rules of the divine law, as that of the copy to the o- 
riginal. This is here promifed, and ought to be prayed for, that 
our duty may be done confeientioufly and with delight. 

2. That he will take them into relation to himfelf : / will be 
their God, a God all-fumcient to them, and they Jhall be ?ny people, 
a loyal obedient people to me. God's being to us a God is the 
fummary of all happinefs, heaven it felf is no more, Heb. xi. 1 6. 
Jbv. xxi. 3. Our being to him a people, may be taken either as 
the condition on our part 5 thofe and thofe only {hall have God to 
be to them a God, that are truly willing to engage themfelves to 
be to him a people, or, as a farther branch of the promife, that 
God will by his grace make us his people, a willing people, in the 
day of his power 5 and . whoever are his people, it is his grace that 
makes them fo, 

3. That there fhall be an abundance of the knowledge of God 
among all forts of people, and this will have an influence upon all 
good, for they that rightly know God's name will feek him, and 
fcrvc him, and put their truft in him, wr, 34. All Jhall know ?ne ; 
all fhall be welcome to the knowledge of God, and {hall have the 
means of that knowledge ; his way Jhall be known upon earth, 
whereas, . for many ages, in Judah only was God known. . Many 
more fhall know God than did in the Old Teftament times, which 
among the Gentiles were times of ignorance, the true God being 
to them an unknown God. The things of God (hall in gofpel 
times be made more plain, and intelligible, and level to the capaci- 
ties of the meaneft than they had been, while Mofes had a vail 
tyon his face. There fhall be fuch a general knowledge of God, 
that there fhall not be fo much need as had formerly been of teach- 

Some take it as an hyperbolical expreflion (and the dulnefs of 
Jta Jews needed fuch expreflions to awaken them) defigned only to 

that the knowledge of God in gofpel times, fhould vaftly ex- 
ceed that knowledge of him, which they had under the law : Or, 
perhaps, it intimates, that in go/pel times there fhall be fuch great 
plenty of publick preaching, ftatedly and conftantly, by men au- 
thorized and appointed to preach the word, in feafon, and out of fea- 
M much beyond what was under the law ; that there fhall be le/s 
nee d than there was then of fraternal teaching, by a neighbour 
^d a brother. The priefts preached but now and then, and in 
the temple, to a few in comparifon, but now all Jl)all or may know 
vjod, by frequenting the aflemblies of chriftians, wherein, through 
m parts of the church, the good knowledge of God fhall be taught, 

N°« 64. 



Some give this fenfe of it (Mr. Gataker mentions it) that many 
fhall have fuch elearne/s of understanding in the things of God 
that they may feem rather to have been taught by forrie immediate 
irradiation, than by any means of inftrufiiori. In fhorh, the things 
of God fhall, by the gofpel of Chrift, be brought to a dearer light 
than ever* 2 Tim. i. 10. and the people of God fhall, by the grace 
of Chrift, be brought to a clearer fight of thofe things than ever, 
Eph. u IJ-, i8w 

4. That in order to all thefe bleffings fin fhall be pardoned ; this 
is made the reafon of all the reft ; for I will forgive their iniquity *> 
will not impute that to them, nor deal with them according to the 
defert of that, wilt forgive and forget, / will remember their Jin no- 
more. It is fin that keeps good things from us, that ftops the cur- 
rent of God's favours ; let fin be taken away by pardoning mercy* 
and the obftruftion is removed, and divine grace runs down like 
a river, like a mighty ftream* 

35. J Thus faith the LORD, which giveth the furl 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and 
of the ftars for a light by night, which divideth the 
fea when the waves thereof roar the LORD of hofts 
is his name. 36. If thofe ordinances depart from before 
me, faith the LORD, then the feed of Ifrael alfo ihall 
ceafe from being a nation before me for ever. 37* 
Thus faith the LORD, If heaven above can be mea- 
fured, and the foundations of the earth be fearched out 
beneath, I will alfo caft off all the feed of Ifrael, for 
all that they have done, faith the LORD. 38. ? Be^ 
hold, the days come, faith the LORD, that the city 
fhall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hana- 
neel unto the gate of the corner. 39. And the meafu- 



40 




*hall 0 , _ r 

hill Gareb, and fhall compafs about to Goath. 

And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the 

afhes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto 

Jhall be 

holy unto the LORD, it fhall not be plucked tip* 
nor thrown down any more for ever. 

Glorious things have been fpoken in the foregoing vcrfes con- 
cerning the gofpel church, which that epocha of the Jewifh church, 
that was to commence at the return from captivity, would at length 
terminate in, and which all thofe promifes were to have their full 
accomplifhments in. But may we depend upon thefe promifes ? 

we have here a ratification of them, and the utmoft aflurancc 
imaginable given of the perpetuity of the bleffings contained in 
them. The great thing here fecured to us is, that while the world 
ftands God will have a church in it, which, though fometimes it 
may be brought very low, yet fhall be raifed again, and its inte- 
refts re-eftablifhed ; it is built upon a rock, and the gates of hell Jhdlt 
not prevail againfl it. Now here are two things offered, for the 
confirmation of our faith in this matter $ the building of the world j 
and the rebuilding of Jerufalem. 

I. The building of the world, and the firmnefs atid Iaftingriefs 
of that building, is an evidence of the power and faithfulnefs of 
that God, who has undertaken the eftablifhment of his church. 
He that built all things at firft is God, Heb; iii. 4. arid the fame is 
he that makes all things now* The conftanCy of the glories of the 
kingdom of nature may encourage us to depend upon the divine 
promife for the continuance of the glories of the kingdom of grace, 
for this is as the waters of Noah, Ifa. liv. 9. Let us obferve here, 
(1.) The glories of the kingdom of nature, and infer from thence 
how happy they are that have this God, the God of nature* to be 
their God for ever and even Take notice, 1, Of the fteady and 
regular motion of the heavenly bodies, which Gcd is the firft mo- 
ver, and fupreme director of. He giveth the fun for a light by day, 
ver. 35. not only made it at firft to be fo, but ftill gives it to be 
fo, for the light and heat, and all the influences of the fun, conti- 
nually depend upon its great Creator. He gives the ordinances of 
the moon and Jlars for a light by night, their motions are called or- 
dinances, both becaufe they are regular, and by rule, and becaufe 
they are determined and under rule : See Job xxxviii. 31$ 32, 33. 
2. Take notice of the government of the fea, and the check that is 
given to its proud billows ; the Lord of hojls divideth the fea, or, 
as fbme read it, fettles the Jca^ when the waves thereof rear, ( di\ 
vide fcf impcra) when it is moft tolled, God keeps it within Com- 
pafs, Jer. v. 22. and foon quiets it, and makes it calm again. 
The power of God is to be magnified by us, not only in main- 
taining the regular motions of the heavens, but in controlling the 
irregular motions of the teas. 3. Take notice of the vaftnefs of 
the heavens, and the unmeafurable extent of the firmament ; he 
muft needs be a great God who manageth fuch a great world as 
this is ; the heavens above cannot be mtafured, ver. 37 . and yet 
God fills them. 4. Take notice of the myfteribufnefs even of that 
part of the creation in which our lot is Caft, and Which we moft 
are converfent with. The foundations of the earth cannot be fearch- 
ed out beneath, for the Creator hangeth the earth upon nothing, Job 
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xxvi. 7. and we know not how the foundations thereof are faflened^ 
Job xxxviii. 6. 5. Take notice of the immoveable ftedfaftnefs of 
all thefe, ver. 36. "Thefe ordinances cannot depart from before^ God ; 
he ha* all the hofts of heaven and earth continually under his eye, 
and all the motions of both 5 he has eftablifhed them and they a- 
bide, abide according to bis ordinance,, for all are his fervants> Pfal. 
*:xix. 90, 91. The heavens are often clouded, and the fun and 
moon often eclipfed, the earth may quake, and the fea be tofled, 
but they all keep their place, are moved, but not removed : Here- 
in we muft acknowledge the power and goodnefs, and faithfulnefs 
of the Creator. 

(2.) The fecurities of the kingdom of grace inferred from hence ; 
We may be confident of this very thing, that the feed of Ifraeljhall 
not ceafe from being a nation^ for the fpiritual Ifrael, the gofpel 
church, fhall be a holy nation^ a [peculiar people 1 Pet. ii. 9. When 
Ifrael according to the flefh is no longer a nation, the children of 
the promife are counted Jor the feed, Rom. ix. 8. and God will not 
cajl off all the feed of Ifrael^ no, not for all that they have done^ 
though they have done very wickedly, ver* 37 r . He juftly might 
caft them off, but he will not. Though he caft them out from 
their land, and caft them down for a time, yet he will not caft 
them off. Some of them he cafts off, but not all ; to this the a- 
poftle feems to refer, Rom. xi. 5. Hath God cajl away his people ? 
God forbid that we mould think fo ! for, ver. 5. -At this time there 
is a remnant, enow to fave the credit of the promife, that God will 
not cajl' off all the feed of Ifrael, though many among them throw 
away themfelves by unbelief. Now we may be affifted in the be- 
lief of this, by confidcring, 1. That the God that has undertaken 
the prefervation of the church, is a God of almighty power, that 
upholds all things by his almighty word. Our help Jlands in his 
na?ne, who made heaven and earth, and therefore can do any thing. 
2. That God would not take all this care of the world, but that 
he defigns to have fome glory to himfelf out of it, and how fhall he 
have it but by fecuring to himfelf a church in it, a people that Jhall 
^be to him for a name and a praife P 3. That if the order of the 
creation therefore continues firm, becaufe it was well fixed at firft, 
and is not altered becaufe it needs no alteration, the method of 
grace fhall for the fame reafon continue invariable, as it was at firft 
well fettled. 4. That he who hath promifed to preferve a church 
for himfelf, has approved himfelf faithful to the word which he 
has fpoken, concerning the liability of the v/orld. He that is true 
to his covenant with Noah and his fons, became he eftablifhed it 
for an everlajlivg covenant, Gen. ix. 9, 16. we may be fure will 
not be falfe to his covenant with Abraham and his feed, his fpiri- 
tual feed, for that alfo is an everlajling covenant : Even that which 
they have, done, though they have done much amifs, fhall not pre- 
vail to defeat the gracious intentions of the covenant. See Pfalm 

Ixxxix. 30, &C. 

2. The rebuilding of Jerufalem which was now in ruins, and 
the enlargement and eftabliihment of that, fhall be an earneft of 
thefe great things that God will do for the gofpel church, the 
heavenly Jerufalem, ver. 30, 31, 32. The days will come, though 
they may be long in coming, (1.) When Jerufalem fhall be en- 
tirely built again, as large as ever it was-, the dimenfions are here 
exadtly defcribed, by the places through which the circumference 
paiied ; and, no doubt, the wall which Nehemiah built, and 
which, the more punctually to fulfil the prophecy, began about 
the tower of Hananeel, here mentioned, Nek. iii. I. inclofed as 
much ground as is here intended, though we cannot xertainly de- 
termine the places here called by the gate of the corner, the hill Ga- 
reb, &c. (2.) When, being built, it fhall be confeerated to God 
and to his fervice : It Jhall be built, to the Lord, ver. 38. and even 
the fuburbs and fields adjacent Jhall be holy unto the Lord. It fhall 
not be polluted with idols, as formerly, but God fhall be praifed 
and honoured there ; the whole city fhall be as it were one temple, 
one holy place, as the new Jerufalem is, which therefore has no 
temple, becaufe it is all temple. (3.) Being thus built by virtue 
of the promife of God, and then devoted to the praife of God, it 
flail not be plucked up, or tbrow?i down any more for ever 9 i. e. it 
fhall continue veiy long; the time of the new city from the return 
to its laft deftrudlion, being full as long as that of the old from 
David to the captivity. But this promife was to have its full ac- 
eomplifhment in the gofpel church, which, as it is the fpiritual If- 
rael, and therefore God will not caft it off, fb it is . the holy city, 
a ijd therefore all the powers of men Jhall not pluck it up, or throw 
it down : It may lie wafte for a time, as Jerufalem did, but fhall 
recover it fclf, fhall weather the ftorm, and gain its pointy and ihi 
gates of hell Jhall not prevail againjl it* 



CHAP. XXXII. 

In this chapter %ve have, 1. Jeremiah imp? i/oned for foretelling the 
deJlruStion oj^ Jerujalc?n, and the captivity of king Zedekiah, ver. 
1,- — 5. 2. JVe have hi?n buying land, by divine appointment, as 
tin ajjhraxce that in due time a happy end Jhould be put to the 
prefent c roubles, ver. 6,— 15. 3. We have his prayer, which he 
offered up to God upon that nccafton, ver. 16, — 25. 4. TVc have 
a meffage which God tljereupon intrujled him to deliver to the peo- 
ple. (1.) He muj} foretcl the utter deflriiclion of Judah and Je- 



rufalem for their Jins, ver. 26, — 35. But, (2.) jj t th f 
. time he ?nujl affure the?n, that, though the dejlruclion w * ^ 
it Jlmdd not be final ; but at length their pqjlcrity Jhaild* ^ 
the peaceable poffeffion of their own land, ver. 36,— 4^ 
diftions of this chapter, both t hreaini?Jgs and promifes, are^ 
the fame with what we have already met with, again ttnd ^ 

but here are fome circuni/lances that are very particular a ^f Vi> 
tnarkable. TSm 




i.HpHE word that came to Jeremiah from t!' 

X LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah kin* ) 
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchd 

2. For then the king of Baby Ions army 
lieged Jerufalem : and Jeremiah the prophet was ft I 
up in the court of the prifon, which was in the kino- 
of Judahs houfe; 3. For Zedekiah king of Judah had 
fhut him up, faying, Wherefore doft thou prophefv 
and fay, Thus faith the LORD, Behold, IwiUajjj 
this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and h* 
fliall take it, 4. And Zedekiah king of Judah fl ia ]j 
not efcape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but fhall 
furely be delivered into the hand of the king of Baby- 
lon, and fliall fpeak with him mouth to mouth, and 4 
eyes fliall behold his eyes, 5. And he fliall lead Ze- 
dekiah to Babylon, and there fliall he be until Ivific 
him, faith the LORD : though ye fight with the 



Chaldeans, ye fliall not profper. 



? And Jeremi; 



prifon. 
fayin 



faid, The word of the LORD came unto me, faying, 
7. Behold, Hanameel the fon of Shallum thine uncle' 
fliall come unto thee, faying, Buy thee my field that h 
in Anathoth : for the right of redemption is thine to 
buy //. 8. So Hanameel mine uncles fon came to me 
in the court of the prifon, according to the word of the 
LORD, and faid unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, 
that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benja- 
min : for the right of inheritance is thine, and the re- 
demption is thine, buy it for thy felf : then I knew 
that this was the word of the LORD. 9. And I 
bought the field of Hanameel my uncles fon, that m 
in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even feven-. 
teen fliekels of filver. io. And I fubferibed the evi« 
dence, and fealed //, and took witnefTes, and weighed 
him the money in the balances. 11. So I took the evi- 
dence of the purchafe, both that which was fealed ac- 
cording to the law and cuftom, and that which w,as open, 
12. And I gave the evidence of the purchafe untoBa- 
ruch the fon of Neriah, the fon of Maafeiah, in the 
fight of Hanameel my uncles fon^ and in the prefence 
of the witnefTes that fubferibed the book of the pur- 

before all the Jews that fat in the court of the 
13. J And I charged Baruch before them, 
14. Thus faith the LORD of hofts the God 
of Ifrael, Take thefe evidences, this evidence of the 
purchafe, both which is fealed, and this evidence which 
is open, and put them in an earthen veflfel, that they 
may continue many days. 15. For thus faith the 
LORD of hofts the God of Ifrael, Houfes and fields, 
and vineyards fliall 

* 4 

It appears by the date of this chapter, that we are now coming 
very nigh to that fatal year which compleated the defolations of Ju- 
dah and Jerufalem, by the Chaldeans ; God's judgments came gra- 
dually upon them, but they not meeting him by repentance in tk 
way of his judgments, he proceeded in his controverfy till all was 
laid wafte, which was in the eleventh year of Zedekiah ; now, 
what is here recorded happened in the tenth. The king of Baby- 
lon's army had now inverted Jerufalem, and was carrying on the 
fiege with vigour, not doubting, but in a little time to make them- 
felves matters of it, while the befieged had taken up a defperate re- 
folution not to furrender, but to hold it out to the laft extremity. 

Now, . . . 

1. Jeremiah prophefieth, that both the city and the court VW 
fall into the hands of the king of Babylon. He tells them exprefly 3 
that tfye befiegers mould take the city as prize, for God, "whoffi 
city it. was, in a peculiar manner will give it into their hands, 211c 
put it out of his protection, ver. 3. That though Zedekiah at- 
tempt to make his efcape, he fhall be overtaken, and fliall be ; de- 
livered a prifoner into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar 5 fhalH ( 
brought into his prelence to his great confufion and terror, he Irt 
ving made himfelf fb obnoxious by breaking his faith with hiri 
he fhall hear the king of Babylon pronounce his doom, aiK 
with what fury and indignation he will look upon him ; bts Qt 
Jhall behold his eyes, ver, 4. That Zedekiah fhall be carried to » 
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and continue a miferable captive there 



byl° n '..j QoJ^nut ah end to his life by a natural death, as Nebu- 

i. e# tl jjgj Jong before put an end to his days, by putting 
chadnezza^ Thofc ^ ^ in . mifery ^ may be truly faid 

cut * 1IS ,^ e( j j tl mercy, when God by death takes them home to 
*J vi i j j a ^iy 9 ne foretels that all their attempts to force 
^h Cesets from their trenches fhould be ineffectual. Though ye 
MtJjitb the ■ Chaldeans, ye Jhall not pro/per 5 how fhould they 
■f£r* q 0( j did not fight for them ? ver. 5. See chap, xxxiv. 2, 3. 
W For prophefying thus he is imprifoned, not in the common 
* t j n the more creditable prifon, that was within the verge 
£ f he palace, in the king of Judah's houfe, and there not clofely 
fined but'in cujlodia libera, in the court of the prifon, where he 
CP -ht have good company, good air, and good intelligence brought 
v and would be fheltered from the abufes of the mob ; but 
fcever it was a prifon, and Zedekiah fliut him up in it for pro- 

hefvinK as he did > ver% 2 > 3 ' So far was he from humblin S him ~ 

Ylf before Jeremiah, as he ought to have done, 2 Cbron. xxxvi. 12, 
& he hardened himfelf againft him. Though he had formerly fo 
f owned him to be a prophet, as to defxre him to enquire of the 
Jrd for the™, chap. xxi. 2. yet now he chides him for prophefy- 
. i*r. 3- and fhuts him up in prifon, perhaps, not with defign 
t punifh him any further, but only to reftrain him from prophe- 
fine any further, which was crime bad enough. Silencing God's 

rophets, though it is not fo ill as mocking and killing them, yet 
' a great affront to the God of heaven. See how wretchedly the 
hearts of finners are hardened by the deceitfulnefs of fin. Perfecu- 
f on was one of the fins for which God was now contending with 
them and yet Zedekiah perfifts in it, even now he was in the 
depth of diftrefs. No providences, no afflictions will of them- 
felves part between men and their fins, unlefs the grace of God 
work with them. Nay, fome are made worfe by thofe very judg- 
ments that fhould make them better. 

2. Being in prifon, he purchafeth a piece of ground from a near 
relation of 'his, that lay in Anathoth, ver. 6, 7, &c. One would 
not have expeded, (1.) That a prophet fhould concern himfelf fo. 
far in the bufinefs of this world 5 but why not ? Though minifters 
muft not entangle themfelves, yet they may concern themfelves in 
the affairs of this life. (2.) That one who had neither wife nor chil- 
dren fhould buy land, we find chap. xvi. 2. that he had no family of 
his own, yet he may purchafe for his own ufe while he lives, and 
leave it to the children of his relations when he dies. (3.) One 
would little have thought that a prifoner fhould be a purchafer ; 
how fhould he get money before hand to buy land with ? It is 
probable he lived frugally, and faved fomething out of what be- 
longed to him as a prieft, which is no blemifh at all to his charac- 
ter; but we have no reafon to think that the people were kind, or 
that his being before hand was owing to their generofity. Nay, 
{4.) It was moft ftrange of all that he fhould buy a piece of land, 
when he himfelf knew that the whole land was now to be laid wafte, 
and fall into the hands of the Chaldeans, and then what good 
would this do him ? But it was the will of God he fhould buy it, 
and he fubmitted, though the money feemed to be thrown away. 
His kinfman came to offer it him ; it was not of his own feeking ; 
he coveted not to lay houfe to houfe, and field to field, but provi- 
dence brought it to him, and it is likely it was a good bargain ; 
befides, the right of redemption belonged to him, ver. 8. and if he 
refufed, he did not do the kinfman's part. It is true he might 
lawfully refufe, but being a prophet, in a thing of this nature, he 
muft do that which would be for the honour of his profeflion ; it 
became him to fulfil all right eoufnefs. It was a land that lay within 
the fuburbs of a priefts city, . and if he fhould refufe it, there was 
danger left in thefe times of diforder, it might be fold to one of an- 
other tribe, which was contrary to the law, to prevent which it 
was convenient for him to buy it. It would likewife be a kind- 
nefs to his kinfman, who probably was at this time in a great want 
of money. Jeremiah had'but a little, but what he had he was 
willing to lay it out in fuch a manner, as might tend moft to the 
honour, of -God, and the good of his friends and country, which 
he preferred before his own private interefts. . Obferve, 

I. How fairly the bargain was made. When Jeremiah knew 
by HanameePs coming to him, as God had foretold he would, 
that it was the word of the Lord, that it was his mind he fhould 
make this purchafe, he made no more difficulty of it, but bought 
the field. "And, ,(i.) He was very honeft and exaft in paying the 
money : He weighed him the money, did not prefi him to take it upon 
content, though he was his near kinfman, but weighed it to him, cur- 
rent money. It was feventeen Jhekels of fiver, amounting to about 
forty fhillings of our money. It is likely it was but a little field, 
and of fmall yearly value, when the purchafe was fo low : befides, 
the right of inheritance was in Jeremiah, fo that he was only to 
huyout'his kinfman's life, the reverfion was . his already. Some 
think this was only the earheft of a greater fum 5 but we fhall not 
wonder at the fmallnefs of the price, if we confider what fcarcity 
'there was of money at this time, and how little lands were counted 
*ipon. (2.) He was very prudent and difcreet in preferving the 
Wirings: They were fubferibed before witnejfes, one copy was 
jMed up, the other was open. One was the original, the other the 
counter-part ; or, perhaps, that which was fealed up, was for his 

°vvn private ufe, the other that was open was to be laid up in the 
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publick regifter of conveyances, for any perfoh concerned to con- 
fult. Due care and caution in things of this nature, niight prevent 
a great deal of injuftice and contention. The deeds of purchafe 
were lodged in the hands of Baruch, before witnefTes, and he was 
ordered to lay them up in an earthen veffd (an eniblem of the na- 
ture of all the fecurities this world can pretend to give us, brittle 
things and foon broken) that they might continue many days, for 
the ufe of Jeremiah's heirs, after the return out of captivity; for 
they might then have the benefit of this purchafe. Purchafing re- 
verfions may be a kindnefs to thofe that come after lis* and a good 
man thus lays up an inheritance for his children's children. 

2. What was the defign of having this bargain made ? It w&s 
to fignify, that though Jerufalem Was now befieged, and the whole 
country was likely to be laid wafte, yet the time fhould come* when 
houfes, and fields, mid vineyards Jhould be again poffejfed in this 
land, ver. 15. As God appointed Jeremiah to confirm his pre- 
dictions of the approaching deftru&ion of Jerufalem, by his own 
practice in living unmarried, fo he now appointed him to confirm 
his . predictions of the future reftoration of Jerufalem, by his own 
praftice in purchafing this field. Note, It concerns minifters to make 
it to appear in their whole converfation, that they do themfelves be- 
lieve that which they preach to others 5 and that they may do fo, and 
imprefs it the deeper upon their hearers, they muft many a time deny 
themfelves, as Jeremiah did in both thefe inftances. God having 
promifed that this land fhould again come into the pofTefJion of his 
people, Jeremiah will, in behalf of his heirs, put in for a fhare. 
Note, It is good to manage even our worldly affairs in faith, and to 
do common bufinefs with an eye to the providence and promife of 
God. Lucius Florus relates it, as a great inftance of the bravery 
of the Roman citizens, that in the time of the fecond Punick war* 
when Hannibal befieged Rome, and was very near making himfelf 
mafter of it, a field on which part of his army lay, being offered to 
fale at that time, was prefently purchafed, in a firm belief that the 
Roman valour- would raife the fiege, lib. 2. cap. 6. And have 
not we much more reafon to venture our all upon word of God, 
and to embark in Zion's interefts, which will undoubtedly be the 
prevailing interefts at laft i Non ft male nunc & dim ftc eriu 

x6. J Now when I had delivered the evidence of the 
purchafe unto Baruch the fon of Neriah, I prayed unto 
the LORD, faying, 17. Ah, LORD God, behold, 
thou haft made the heaven and the earth by thy great 
power and ftretched out arm, and there is nothing too 
hard for thee. * 18. Thou fheweft loving kindnefs 
unto thoufands, and recompenfeft the iniquity of the 
fathers . into the bofom of their children after thern : 
the great, the mighty God, the LORD of hofts is his 
name, 19. Great in counfel, and mighty in work (for 
thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the fons of 
men, to give every one according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings ) 20. Which haft 
fet figns and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto 
this day, and in Ifrael, and amongft other men, and 
haft made thee a name, as at this day, . 21. And haft 
brought forth thy people Ifrael out of the land of E- 
gypt, with figns and with wonders, and with a ftrong 
hand, and with a ftretched out arm, and with great 
terror, 22. And haft given them this land which 
thou didft fwear to their fathers to give them, a land 
'flowing with milk and honey. 23. And they came 
in and poflfefTed it, but they obeyed not thy voice* 
neither walked in thy law, they have done nothing of 
all that thou commandeft them to do : therefore thou 
haft caufed all this evil to come upon them; 24. Be- 
hold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take 
it, and the city is given into the hand of the Chalde- 
ans that fight againft it, becaufe of the fword* and of 
the famine, and of the peftilence \ and what thou haft 
fpoken is come to pafs, and behold, thou feeft it. 
25. And thou haft faid unto me, O LORD God, 
Buy thee the field for money, and take witnefTes : for 
the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans * 

• -• *. ■ ■ 

We have here Jeremiah's prayer to God, upori occafioh of the 
difcoveries God had made to him of his purpofes concerning this 
nation, to pull it down, and in procefs of time to build it up a- 
gain, which puzzled the prophet himfelf, who, though he deli- 
vered his meflages faithfully, yet in reflection upon them was migh- 
tily at a lols within himfelf, how to reconcile them 5 and in that 
perplexity he poured out his foul before God in prayer, and fo gave 
himfelf eafe. That which difturbed him was not the ill bargain: 
he feemed to have made for himfelf, in purchafing a field that 
he was likely to have no good of ; but the cafe of his people* for 
whom he was ftill a kind and faithful interceflbr, and he was wil- 
ling to hope, that if God had fo much mercy in ftore for them 
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thereafter as he had promifed, he would not proceed with lb much 
Severity againft therfi now, as he had threatned. Before Jeremiah 
'Went to prayer*, he delivered the deeds that Concerned his new 
'purchafe to Baruch, which may intimate to us, that when we are 
going to worfhip Gods, we lhould get cur minds as clear as may be 
from the cares and encumbrances of this world. Jeremiah was in 
"prifbn, in diftrefs, in the dark about the meaning of God's provi- 
dences,, and then he prays. Note, Prayer is a felve for every fore- 
Whatever is a burden to us, we may by prayer caft it upon the 
Lord, and then be eafy, 

In this prayer* or meditation* 

Y. Jeremiah adores God and his infinite perfections, and gives 
him the glory due to his name as the creator, upholder, and bene- 
factor of the whole creation $ thereby owning his irrefiftible power, 
that he can do what he will, and his unconteftable fbvereignty, 
that he may do what he will, ver. 17, 18, 19. Note, When at any 
time we are perplexed about the particular methods and difpenfa- 
tions of providence, it is good for us to have recourfe to our firft 
principles, and to latisfy ourfelves with the general do£trines of 
God's wifdom, power and goodnefe. Let us confider as Jeremiah 
doth here, (1.) That God is the fountain of all being, power, 
life, motion and perfection ; he made the heaven and the earth with 
his out Jiretched arm, and therefore who can controll him ? who 
dares contend with him ? (2.) That with him nothing is impof- 
fible, no difficulty infuperable. Nothing is too hard for thee : when 
human skill and power are quite nonplufled, with God is Jlrength 
and wifdom fufficient to matter all the oppofition. (3.) That he 
is a God of boundlefej bottomlefs mercy i that is his darling attri- 
bute ; it is his goodnefs that is his glory ; thou not only art kind* 
but Jhewejl loving kindnefs, not to a few, to here and there one, 
but to thoufands, thoufands of perfons, thoufands of generations. 
(4.) That he is a God of impartial and inflexible juftice. His re- 
prieves are not pardons, but if in mercy he /pares the parents that 
they may be led to repentance, yet fuch a hatred has he to fin, and 
fuch a di/pleafure againft finners, that he recompenfeth their iniquity 
into the bofom of their children, and yet doth them no wrong : fb 
hateful is the unrighteoufnefs of man, and fo jealous of its own 
honour is the righteoufnefs of God. (5.) That he is a God of 
univerfal dominion and command. He is the great God, for he 
is the mighty God, and might among men makes them great. He 
is the Lord of ho/Is, of all hofts, that is his name, and he anfwers 
his name, for all the hofts of heaven and earth, of men and angels, 
are at his beck. ' (6.) That he contrives every thing for the beflr, 

/ev^ry thing as he contrived it. He is great in counfel 




effects 



not his voice. And therefore he owns that God was ri»hteo • 
•tanfing ail this evil to come upon them. The city is before? ^ 
attacked by the Jword without, is weakened and wafted by the V* $ 
mine and pcfililencc within ; fo that it is ready to fall into the h a 
of the Chaldeans that fight againjl it, ver. 24. it is given into tb 
hands , ver. 25. Now, (1.) He compares the prefent ftate of 
rulalem with the divine predictions, and finds that what God J I 
fpoke?z, is come to pafs. God had given them, fair warning of ' 
before, which if they had regarded, the fuin had beeh prevented, 
but if they will not do what God has commanded, they can e * 
pe<£l no other but that he fhould do what he has threatn df" 
(2.) He commits the prefent ftate of Jerufalem to the divine coV 
lideration and compaffion, ver. 24. Behold the ?nounts, or ramparts 
or the engines, which they make ufe of to batter the city, and beat 
down the wall of it : And again, Behold, thou feejl it, and talceft 
cognizance of it. Is this the city that thou haft chofen to put th 
name there ? And fhall it be thus abahdoned ? He neither com 
plains of God for what hfc had done, nor prefcribes to God what 
he fhould do, but defires he would behold their cafej and is pleafed 
to think that he doth behold it. Whatever trouble we are in upon 
a peffonal or publick account, we may comfort ourfelves with this 
that God fees it$ arid fees how to remedy it. * 
5. He feems defirous to be let further into the meaning of thij 
order God had now given him to purchafe his kihfman's field 
ver. 25. Though the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
no man is likely to enjoy what he has, yet thou hajl faid unto me 
^uy thee the field. As foon as he underftood that it was the mind 
of God, he did it, and made no objections, was not difobedient 
to the heavenly vifion : But when he had done it, he defired better 
to underftand why God had ordered him to do it, . becaufe the thin* 
looked odd and unaccountable. -Note, Though we are bound to 
follow God with an. implicit obedience, yet we fhould endeavour 
that it may be more and more an intelligent obedience. We muft 
never difpute God's ftatutes and judgments, but we may and muft 
enquire. What mean thefe Jlatutes and judgments ? Deut. vi. 20. 

26. 5 Then came the word of the LORD unto Je*. 
remiah, faying, 27. Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flefh : Is there any thing too hard for me? 
28. Therefore thus faith the LORD, Behold, I will 
give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he 
lliall take it. 



fo vaft are the reaches, and fo deep are the defigns of his wifdom, 
and he is mighty in doing, according to the counfel of his will. Now 
fuch a God as this is not to be quarrelled with. His fervice is to 

be conftantly adhered to, and all his difpofals cheerfully acqui- ] other gods, to provoke" me to anger. 

efced in. 0 sr- ■ o 



29. And the Chaldeans that fight againft 
this city, fhall come and fet fire on this city and burn 
it, with the houfes upon whofe roofs they have offered 
incenfe unto Baal, and poured out drink-offerings, to 



30. For the 



2. He acknowledged! the urtiverfal cognizance God takes of all 
the aftions of . the children of men, and the unerring judgment 
he pafleth upon them, ver. 19. Thine eyes are dpen upon all the fons 
of men, wherever, they are, beholding the evil and the good, and 
upon all their ways, both the courfe they take, and every ftep they 
take, not as an unconcerned fpe&ator, but as an obferving judge, 
to give every one accordi?ig to his ways, and according to his deferts, 
which are the fruit of his doings, for men fhall find God as they 
are found of him. 

3. He recounts the great things God had done for his people 
Ifrael formerly.^ (1.) He brought them out of Egypt, that houfe 
of bondage, with figns and wonders which remain, if not in the 
marks of them, yet in the memorials of them, even unto this day, 
for it would never be forgotten, not only in Ifrael, who were 
minded of it every year by the ordinance of the paffbver, but 
among other men, all the neighbour nations fpoke of it, as that 
which redounded exceedingly to the glory of the God of Ifrael, and 
made him a name as at this day. This is repeated again, ver. 21. 



to 

- . - - „ . witnefs 

the ten plagues, . with a Jlrong hand, too ftrong for the Egyptians 

themfelves, and with a fir etched out ar?n, that reached Pharaoh, 

as proud as he was, and with great terror to them and all about 

them. This feems to refer to Deut. iv. 34. (2.) He brought 

them into Canaart, that good land, that land flowing with mill' and 

l>oncy, he fzvare to their fathers to give it them, and becaufe he 

would perform his oath, he did give it to the children, ver. 22. 

and they came in and pofjeffed it. Jeremiah mentions this both as 

an aggravation of their iin and difobedience, and alfo as a plea 

with God to work deliverance for them. Note, It is good for us 

often to refleCt upon the great things that God did for his church 

formerly, efpecially in the firft ere&ing of it, that work of 

wonder. 

4. He bewails the rebellions they had been guilty of againft God, 
and the judgments God had brought upon them for thefe rebellions. 
It is a fad account he here gives of the ungrateful carriage of that 
people towards God. He had done every thing that he promifed 
them to do, they had acknowledged it, 1 Kings viii. 56. but they 
had done nothing of all that he co?nmanded them to do, ver. 23. they 
made no conference of any of his laius, they walked not in them, 
paid no refpeit to any of his calls by his prophets, for they obeyed 



children of Ifrael, and the children of Judah have only 
done evil before me from their youth : for the children 
of Ifrael have only provoked me to anger with die 
work of their hands, faith the LORD. 31* For this 
city hath been to me, as a provocation of mine anger, 
and of my fury, from the day that they built it, evdi 
unto this day ; that I fhould remove it from before my 
face: 32. Becaufe of all the evil of the children of 
Ifrael, and of ^the children of Judah, which they have 
done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their 
princes, their priefts, and their prophets, and the men 
of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem. 33. And 
they have turned unto me the back, and not the face; 
though I taught them, riling up early, and teaching 
them, yet they have not hearkened to receive inftru&ion. 
34, But they fet their abominations in the houfe (which 
is called by my name) to defile it. 35/ And they built 



that God brought them forth, not only with comforts and joys to *? C * Ue( ? D X m 1 a «ue iu. 35 iina mey ou t 

them, but with glory to himfelf, with figns and wonders, witnefs the hl S h P laces of Baal, which are in the valley ot the 



fon of Hinnom, to caufe their fons and their daughters 
to pafs through the fire unto Molech, which I com- 
manded them not, neither came it into my mind, that 
they fhould do this abomination to caufe Judah to fin. 

36. And now therefore thus faith the LORD the God 
of Ifrael concerning this city, whereof ye fay,' It fhall 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, by x 
the fword, and by the famine, and by the peftilence: 

37. Behold, I will gather them out of all countries whi- 
ther I have driven them in mine anger and in ' my fury> 
and in great wrath and I will bring them again unto 
this place, and I will caufe them to dwell fafely. 38. 
And they fhall be my people, and I will be their God. 
39. And I will give them one heart, and one way, 
that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, 
and of their , children after them. • 40. And I will make 
an everlafting covenant with them, that I will not turn 
away from them to do them good; but I will put my 

fear in their hearts, that they lhall not depart from me, 

41. Yea, 
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Yea I will rejoice over them to do them good, and 
plant them in this land affuredly, with my whole 
Wl r and with my whole foul. 42^ For thus faith the 
tORD Like as I have brought all this great evil upon 
oeopte, fo Will I bring upon them ali the good that 
fujcpxoxnifed them. 43- Anc * field s ihall be bought 
* this land, whereof ye -fay, It is defolate without man 
10 beaft* i c * s g^ ven * nto t ^ xe h an d °f the Chaldeans. 44 



therefore were jufUy involved in the common ruin. 



Not only 
s temple, but the 
N at only the com- 
nd inhabitants of J-erufalern, but 



the children cf Ifrael that had revolted fVcrn th 
children of Judah too that ftill adhered to it. 
mon people, the men of Judah, 

thofe that fiiculd have reproved and reft rained fin in others, 
themfelves ringleaders in it, their tings and princes, their priej 
prophets. (5.) God had again and again called them to repentance, 
but they turned a deaf ear to his calls, and rudely tnrncd their back 
on him that called them, though he was their matter to whom 



were 
(Is and 



Ttf n lhall buy fields for money, and fubferibe evidences, they were bound in duty, and their benefactor to whom they were 
A feal them 9 and take witnefies in the land of Benjamin, bound in gratitude and intereft, ver. 33/ / taught than better man- 

aDulC T«*^,-C 1 «^ ^-..J ;~ *-t,^ T._ I merK. With 25? miirll Carp PVPr smv tpnrtpr narpnt tvnurht- n r-lntM 



Jerufalem, and in the cities of J 



1 h and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities 
7 the valley, and in the cities of the fouth : for I will 
caufe the captivity to return, faith the LORD. 

■ 

We have here God's return to Jeremiah's prayer, defigned to 

. m ind, and make him eafy ; and it is a full difcovery of 
fj ie urpo fes of God's wrath againft the prefent generations, and the 
* 6 ofes of his grace concerning the future generations. Jeremiah 
fr U ew not how to fmg both of mercy and judgment * but God here 
heth him, and to fing unto him of both. When we know 
^Thow to reconcile one word of God with another, yet we may 
? f ure that both are true, both are pure, both {hall be made good, 
nd not one iota or tittle of either fhall fall to the ground. When 
Teremiah was ordered to buy the field in Anathoth, he was willing 
n hope that God was about to revoke the fentence of his wrath, and 
to order the Chaldeans to raife the fiege : No, faith God, the exe- 
cution of the fentence fhall go on, Jerufalem fhall be laid in ruins. 
Note, Affurances of future mercy, muft not be interpreted as fecu- 
jities'from prefent troubles. But left Jeremiah fhould think that 
■his being ; ordered to buy this field, intimated that all the mercy God 
had in ftore for his people after their return, was only that they 
fhould have the pofleffion of their own land again ; he further ac- 
quaints him that that was but a type and figure of thofe fpi ritual blef- 
finffs which fhould then be abundantly befiowed upon them, unfpeak- 
ablv more valuable than fields and vineyards. *So that in this word 
of the Lord, which came here to Jeremiah, firft as dreadful threat- 
nings, and then as precious promifes, as perhaps any we have in all 
the Old Teftament, life and death, good and evil are here fet be- 
fore us, let us confider and choofe wifely. ^ 

i. The ruin of Judah and Jerufalem is here pronounced ; the 
decree is gone forth, and fhall not be recalled. 

(1.) God here aflerts his own fovereignty and power, ver. 27. 
Behold, lam Jehovah, a felf-exiftent, fejlf fufficient Being ; / am 
that I am; I am the God of all flefh, i. e. of all mankind, here 
called flejh, becaufe weak, and unable to contend witb God, PfaL 
lvi. 4. and becaufe wicked and corrupt, and unapt to comply with 
God. God is the creator of all, and makes what ufe he pleafes of all. 
He that is the God of Ifrael, is the God of all fefo, and of the fpi- 
rits of all flejh 5 and, if Ifrael were caft off, could raife up a people 
to his name out of fame other nation. If he be the Gcd of all flcfa, 
he may well ask, Is any thing too hard for me? What can he not 
do from whom all the powers of men are derived, and on whom 
they depend, and by whom all their actions are directed and go- 
verned ? Whatever he defigns to do, whether in wrath or in mercy, 
nothing can hinder him, or defeat his defigns. 

J eru „ - - 

his hand, now he is grafping at it, and he fJiall take it, and make 

a prey of it, ver. 29. 'The Chaldeans jhall come and fet fire to it, 

fhall burn it and all the houfes in it, God's houfe not excepted, nor 

the icing's neither. 

(3.) He afligns the reafon for thefe fevere proceedings againft the 
city that had been fo much in his favour. It is fin, it is that, and 
nothing elfe that ruins it. (1.) They were impudent and daring 
in fin : They offered incenfe to Baal, not in corners, as men a- 
fhamed or afraid of being difcovered, but upon the tops of their hou- 
Jis, ver. 29. in defiance of God's juftice. (2.) They defigned an 
affront to God herein. They did it to provoke rnc to anger, ver. 29. 
1 bey have only provoked me to anger with ' the works of their hands, 
ver. 30. they could riot promife them (elves any pleafure, profit or 
honour out of it, but did it on purpofe to offend God. And again, 
w. 32. All the evil which they have done was to provoke me to an- 
ger. They knew he was a jealous God in the matters of his wor- 
fhip, and there they refolved to try his jealoufy, and dare him to 
his face. Jerufalem has been to me a provocation of my anger and 
fury, ver, 31. Their carriage in every thing was provoking. (3.) 
They began betimes, and had continued all along provoking to Gcd. 
They have done evil before me from their youth, ever fi nee they were 
firft formed into a people, ver. 30, witnefs their murmu rings and 
rebellions in the wildernefs. And as for Jerufalem, though it was 
the holy city, it has been a provocation to the holy God, from the 
day that they built it even to this day, ver. 32. O what reafon have 
we to lament the little honour God has from this world, and the 
great difhonour that is done him, when even in Judah, where he is 
known, and his name is great, and in Salem where his tabernacle is, 
there was always that found that was a provocation to him ! (4.) All 
orders and degrees of men contributed to the common guilt, and 
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>.) He abides by what he had often faid of the deftru&ion of 
falemby the king of Babylon, ver. 28. I will give this city into 



mers, with as much care as ever any tender parent taught a child, 
rifir.g up early, and teaching them, ftudying to adapt the teaching to 
their capacities, taking them betimes, when they might have been 
mofl pliable, but all in vain, they turned not the face to me, would 
not fo much as look upon me, nay, they turned the back upon me, 
an expreflion of the higheft contempt ; as he called them, like fro- 
ward children, fo they went from him, Hof. xi. 2. They have not 
hearkened to receive inftrncJion, they regarded not a word that was 
faid to them, though it was defigned for their own good. (6.) 
There was in their idolatries an impious contempt of God, for, 
ver. 34. They fet their abominations, their idols, which thev knew 
to be in the higheft decrreee abominable to God, thev fet them in 
the houfe which is called by my name to defile it. They had their 
idols not only in their high places and groves, but even in God's 
temple, [j.) They were guilty of the-mofc unnatural cruelty to 
their own children, for they facrificed them to Moloch, ver. 35. 
Thus becaufe they liked not to retain Gcd in their &novjled*t\ but 
changed his glory into fhame, they were juftly given up to vile af- 
fecHcns, and ftript cf natural ones, and their glory was turned 
into fhame. 

And laftly, What was the confequence of all this? (r,) They 
caifed Judah to fi;:, ver. 35. The whole country was infected with 
the contagious idolatries and iniquities of Jerufalem. (2.) They 
brought ruin upon thcmfelves. It was as if they had dene it ca 
purpofe that God Jhotdd remove them from before his face, ver. 31. 
they would throw thcmfelves out of his favour. 

2. The reftoration of Judah and Jerufalem is here promifed, 
ver. 36, &c. God will in judgment remember mercy, and there 
will a time ccrne, a fet time to favour Zicn. 

Ob/erve, 1. The defpair to which this people were now at 
length brought. When the judgment was th reamed at a diftance, 
they had no fear, when it attacked them they had no hope: They 

faid concerning the city, ver. 36. it jhall be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, not by any cowardife or ill conduct cf ours, 
but by the fzvord, famine, and pejlilence : Concerning the country 
they faid, with vexation, ver. 43. It is defolate without man or 
beafi, there is no relief, there is no remedy ; It is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans.- Note, Deep fecurity commonly ends in 
deep defpair; whereas thofe that keep up a hoiy fear at all Limes, 
have a good hope to fupport themfelves in the worft of th^cs. 
2. The hope that God gives them of mere/ that h- had in frors 
for them hereafter. Though their care 
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captivity, 

yet their children after them fhould again fee this g-jod land, ai:d 
the goodnefs of God in it. 

1. They fhall be brought up from their captivity, and fhall 
come and fettle again in this land, ver. 37. They had been undjr 
God's anger, and fury, and great wrath, but now they fhall par- 
take of his grace, and love, and great favour. He had difperfed 
them, and driven them into all countries ; thofe that fled difperfed 
themfelves 5 thofe that fell into the- enemies hands were difner fed 
by them in policy, to prevent combinations among them: God's 
hand was in both : But now Gcd will find them out, and gather 
them out of all the countries whither they were driven, as he promi- 
fed in the lav/, Dsut. xxx. 3, 4. and the faints had prayed, PfaL 
cvi. 47, Nel). 'i. 9. He had banifned them* but he will bring them 
again to this place, which they could not but have an afFeclton for. 
For many years paft while they were in their own land, they were 
continually expofed, and terrified with the alarms of war; but now 
I will caufe them to dwell fafely. Iking reformed and returned to 
God, neither their own confeiences within, nor their enemies with- 
out, fhall be a terror to them. He promifeth, ver. 41. I will plant 
than in this land ajjitredly ; not only I will certainly do it, but they 
fhall here enjoy a holy fecurity and repofe, and they fhall take root 
here, fhall be planted in Jlability, and not again be unfixed and 
fhaken. 

2. God will renew his covenant with them, a covenant of grace, 
the bleffings of which are fpiritual, and fuch as will work geed 
things in them, to qualify them for the great things God intended to 
do for them. It is called an everlajling covenant, ver. 40. not only 
becaufe God will be for ever faithful to it, but becaufe the cenfe- 
quences of it will be cverlafting: For doubdefi here the premifes 
look farther than to Ifrael according to the fiefh, and are fure to all 
believers, to every Ijraelite indeed. Good chriiiians may apply 
them to themfelves, and plead them with God, may claim the be- 
nefit, and take the comfort of them. 

x. God will own them for his, and make over himfelf to them 

He will make th 
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to be theirs, ver. 38. They fhall be my people. 
his, by working in them all the characters and difpofitiens of hb 
people, and then he wil 1 protect, and guide, and eovern them as 
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Ihis people: And to majce' them ; truly,.. compleadyi and eterr^lly 
happv, t will be their God: ' They fhall ferve and worfhip 'God 
las theirs, anfokave to him only; and he will approve himfelf thezrs, 
AH he isj alfhe has, ihall be, engaged and employed for their good. 

2. God will give them a heart to fear hiniyVer. 39. That which 
he requires of thofe whom he takes into covenant with him as his 
people, is-, that they fear him, that they reverence . his rhajefty, 
'dread his wrath, flarid in awe of his authority, pay homage to him, 
and give hii'Vi the glory due unto his name. Now .what God re- 
mures of them he here promireth to work, in them, purfuant to his 
choice of ttem as his people. Note, As. it is God's .prerogative to 
fashion mens hearts, fo it is his. promife to his people to fafnion 
theirs aright : And a heart to fear God is indeed a good heart, and 
well fafhioned. It is repeated again, ver: 40. I will put my fear in 
their heart i. e. work in them- gracious principles and difpofitions, 
that fhall influence and govern, their whole converfation. Teachers 
mav put good things into pur heads, but it is God only that can 

v put/thtm into our hearts ; that can work in us both to will and to do. 

3. He will give them one hearty and one way. In order to their 
walking in one way^ he will give them one heart : as the heart is, 
Jb will the way be, and both (hall be one, that is, (r.) They fhall 
be each of them one with themfelves ; one heart, is the fame with a 
new hearty Ezek. xi. 19. The heart is then one when it is fully 
determined for God, and intirely devoted to God 5 when the eye is 
fingle, and God's glory alone aimed at ; when our hearts are fixed, 
trufting in God, and we are uniform and univerfal in our obedience 
to him, then the heart is one and the '.way one; and unleis the 
heart is thus fteadythe goings will not be ftedfaft. From this pro- 
fcnife we may. take direction and encouragement to pray with David, 
PfaL lxxxvi. 11. Unite my heart to fear thy 7iame for Gcd faith, 
1 will give them one hearty that they may fear me.- (2.) They fhall 
be all of rhem one with each other. All. good chriftians fhall be 
incorporated into one body, Jews and Gentiles fhall become one 
.fhcepfold-y and they fhall all, as far as they- are fanclified, have a dif- 
pefnion to love one another; the gofpel they profefs having in it the 
firongeft inducements to mutual love, and the Spirit that dwells in 
thenTbeing the Spirit of love. Though they may have different ap- 
prehenfions about Iefier things,- they fhall be . all one in the great 
things of God, being renewed after the fame : image : though they 
may have many paths, they have but one zuay, that of ferious godli- 

nefs. 

4. He will effe&ually provide for their perfeverance in grace, and. 
the perpetuating of the covenant becween him and them. They 
had been happy when they were flrft planted in Canaan, like Adam 
. in paradife, if they had not departed from Gu.d. . And therefore 
now they are reftored to their happinels they fhall be confirmed in 
it, by the preventing of their departures from God, and this will 
Compleat their blifs. (1.) God will never leave nor forfake them 9 
/ will not turn azuay from them to do them good. Earthly princes are 
fickle, and their greateft favourites have fallen under their frowns ; 
but God's mercy endureth for ever ; whom he loves, he loves to the 
end. God may feem to turn from his people, Ifa. liv. 8. but even 
then he doth not turn frpm doing and deftgning them good. (2.) 
They fhall never leave nor forfake him : That is the thing we are 
in danger of ; we have no reafon to diftruft God's- fidelity and con- 
ftancv, but our own. And therefore it is here promifed, that God 
will give them a heart to fear him for every all days, to be in his 
fear every day, and all the day long, Prov. xxiii.17. and to conti- 
nue fo to the end of their days. He will put fuch a principle into 
their hearts , as that they fhall not depart from him. Even thofe 
who have given up their names to God, if they be left to themfelves, 
will depart from him ; but the fear of God ruling in the heart, will 
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threatnings were, and the accomplifhmentof thofey notwithfe ^ 
ing the fecurity of the people, might confirm-; their ^xbeaati^ 
the performance of thefe, notwithftanding . their prefent d r • : 
ver. 42. As I have brought all this great evil/upon them *pifr"*- 

hreatnings, and for the glory of divine iuftice r ^ 



to the threatn 



bring upon them all this goody purfuant to the promife, and f 

P*lorv of divine mprrv. fTfi that is foif hfnl tr\ Ki« r «£ 



glory of divine mercy. He that is faithful to his threatnino-r •» 
much more be fb to his promifes : And he will comfort his 9 1 
according to the time that he has affiicled thtm. The church es /K 
have reft after the days of adverfity. ^ 
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8. As an earneft of all this, houfes and lands fhall again tat 
suod price in Judah, and Jerufalem, and though now they 
drug, there fhall again be purchafers enow for them, ver % 4? 63 
Fields "/hall be bought in . this landy and people will covet to lr" 
lands here rather than any where elfe : Lands, wherever thev r 
will. go off, l not only in the places about Jerufalemy but in the 
of Judahy and of Ifrael too, whether they lie on mountain's ,ot 
vallies, or in the faith, in all parts of the country y menfi^allh 

- - Trade fhall revive, for they 

have money enough to buy land with; husbandry fhall revive f 
thofe that have money fhall covet to lay it put upon lands • \ ^ ' 
fhall again have their due courfe, for they fhall fubferibe eviden* 
and feal them: This is mentioned to reconcile Jeremiah to his ne^ 
purchafe, though he had bought a piece pf ground, and could Z 
go fee it, yet he muft believe that was the pledge of many a ml 
chafe, and thofe but faint refemblances of the purchafed poffeffion* 
in the heavenly Canaan, referved for all thofe who have- God's fear- 
in their hearts, and do not depart from him. 
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ing cbapter, to con)j?'?n the promife of the re/i oration cf the Jws 
notwilhjianding the prefent delations of. their country and difp (r l 
fions of their people : Jnd thefe promifes have both in type andien* 
dency a reference as far forward as to the gofpel church, to which 
this fecond edition of the J^wifh church vjas at length to'rejign itf 
dignities and privileges. It is here promifed y 1. That the city, flail 
be rebuilt , and re-ejlablijhcd in ftatu quo, ver. I, — 6. 2. That 
the captives having their fins pardoned /hall be rejloredy ver.' 7 8 # 

3. That this Jhall redound very much to the glory of God, ver.Y 

4. That the country JJwll have both joy and plenty », ver. 10,^14 

5. That- way pall be ?nade for the coining of the Mejiab, ver. 
1 6. 6. That the houfe of Davidy the houfe of Levi mi 
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houfe cf Ifrael Jhall fa 



Chri/l $ a gofpel minijiryy and the pM 
church fl) all continue while the world /lands y ver. 17,-26. 

Oreover, the word of the LORD came unto 



M 



Jeremiah 



fhut up in the ' court of the prifon) faying, 2. Thus 
faith the LORD, the maker thereof, the LORD' that 
formed it, to eftablilh it, the LORD is his name, 

3 . Call unto me, and I will anfwer- thee, and fhew thee 
great and mighty things, which thou knoweft not. 

4. For thus faith the LORD, the^God of Ifrael, con- 
cerning the houfes of this city;, and concerning the kni- 
fes of the kings of judah, which. are thrown down by 
the mounts, and by the fword, 5. 'They come to fight 
with the Chaldeans, but // is to fill them with the dead 



prevent their departure. That, and nothing dCc, will do it If b p dies of m whom j have flain in j d 
We continue clofe-and faithful to God, it is owins purely to his al- I • ■■ c . j r n , r . , , - " , M o,' * 
in ighty grace, and not to any ftrength or refolution of our own. I ? m ? tur y» , ™ d * or a11 whole Wickednefs I have hid ffl/ 

5. He will entail a bleiiing upon their feed, will give them grace 
to fear him, for the good of ihemy and of their children after them. 
As their departures from God had been to the prejudice of their 
children, fo their adherence to God fhould be to the advantage of 
their children. We cannot better confult the good of pofterity, 
than by fetting up, and keeping up, the fear and worfhip of God 
in our families. 

6. He will take a pleafure in their pofterity, and will do every 
thing to advance it, ver. 41. I will rejoice over them to do them good. 
God will therefore do them good, becaufe he rejoice th ever them; they 
tire dear to him, he makes his boafr of them, and therefore will not 
only do them goody but will delight in doing them good. When he 
punifheth them it is with relu&ancy, How /hall I give thee up> E- 
phraim? But when he reftores them it is with fatisfacrion, he re- 
jciceth in doing them good: We ought therefore to ferve him with 
pleafure, and to rejoice in all opportunities of ierving him. He is 
himfclf a chearful giver, and therefore loves a chearful fervant. 
/ will plant them (faith God) with my whole hearty and with my 
whole foul. He will be intent upon it, and take; delight in it ; he 
will make it the bufinefs of his providence to fettle them again in 
Canaan, and the various difpenfations of providence fhall concur to 
it. All things fhall appear at laft fo to have been working for the 
good of the church, that it will be faid the Governor of the world 
was intirely taken up with care of his church, 



face from this city. . 6. Behold, I will bring it health 
and cure, and I will aire them, and will reveal unto 
them the abundance of peace and truth. 7. And I will 
caufe the captivity of Judah, and the captivity of If- 
rael to return, and will build them as at the firft. I 
And I will cleanfe them from all their iniquity, where' 
by they have finned againft me, and I will pardon ail 
their iniquities whereby they have finned, and whereby 
they have tranfgreffed againft me. 9. J And it Ihall 
be to me a name of joy, a praife and an honour before 
all the nations of the earth, which fhall hear ail the 
good that I do unto them : and they fhall fear and trem- 
ble for all the goodnefs, and for all the profperity that 
I procure unto it. 

Obferve here, 1. The date of this comfortable prophecy which 
God intrufted Jeremiah with : It is not exact in the time, onlf 
that it was after that in the foregoing chapter, when things fltf 
ftill growing worfe and worfe • it was the fecond time ; Gsifp 
eth oncey yea y twicey for the encouragement of his people. We 
not only fo difobedient that we have need of precept uponprc^ 
bring us to our duty, but fo diftruftful that we have need of p 
mife upon promife to bring us to our comfort. This word, 
"former, came 'to Jeremiah when he was- in prifon. Note, ; No C(?j: ( 
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(l )* Who it is that feciires this,-; comfort to thefty wr. 2. 3 

• * kerand former, of heaven and earth',; and therefore has all power 
■^his hands ; fo it refers to jeremiahV prayer^ chap, xxxiu ly. 
5 is the maker and former of ^ Jerufyem, of Zion, built them at 
and therefore can rebuild them, built them for his- own praife, 
'3 therefore will. ,He formed it to ejlablijh it, and therefore it 
fh IT b^-«ft^hitfhed till thole things be introduced which cannot be 
Shaken but fhall remain for ever. . He is the maker and former of 
*his proniife ; he has laid the fcheme for Jerufalem's reftoration, 

1 £ e that Jias formed, it, will eftablifh it, that has made the pro- 
rotfe * will make fit gqod ; for Jehovah is his name : A God giving 
bcinz to his promifes by the performance of them, which when he 
doth he is known by that name, Exod. vi. 3. A perfecting God ; 
-when the heavens and the earth were finifhed, then, and not till 
then, the Creator is called Jehovah, Gen. ii. 1. 

(2.) How this comfort muft be obtained and fetched in ; by 
grayer ver, 3* Call upon me, and I will anfwer thee. The pro- 
phet having received fome intimations of this kind, muft be hum- 
bly earneft with God for further* difcoverics of his kind intentions. 
JJehad prayed, chap, xxxii. 16. but he muft pray again. Note, 
Thofe that expeft to receive comforts from God, muft continue 
inftant'in prayer ; we muft call upon him, and then he will anfwer 
'us- Chrift himfelf muft ask^gnd it Jhall.be given him, Pfalm ii. 
.$/ I will Jhetu thee great and mighty things, i. e. give thee a clear 
and full profpe<ft qf them ; hidden things, which though in part 
difcovered already, , yet thou know eft not , thou canft not underftand 
or give credit to. Or, this may refer not only to the prediction 
ofthefe things which Jeremiah^ if -he defirc it, (hall be favoured, 
with, but to the performance -of the things themfelves, which the 
people of God, encouraged by this prediction, muft pray for. 
Note, Promifes are. given not to fuperfede, but to quicken and 
encourage prayer. See Eze£. xxxyi. .37. 

(3.) How deplorable the condition of Jerufalem was, which 
made it neceflary" that fuch comforts as thefefhould be provided for 
it ; and notwithftanding which, its reftoration fhould be brought 
about in due time, ver. 4, 5. The houfes of this city, not excepting, 
thofe of the kings of Judah, are thrown down by the mounts, or en- 
gines of battery, and by the fword, or axes, or hammers. It is the 
fame word that is u/ed,. - Ekeki xxvi. 9. With his axes hejhall break 
down thy towers. . The" ftrongeft, ftatelieft houfes, and thofe that 
were beft hirniflied, were levelled with the ground. The fifth 
verfe comes in in a parenthefis, * giving a further inftance of the 
prefent calamitous ftate of Jeru(alem.: They, that came to fight with 
the Chaldeans, to beat them off from the fiege, did more hurt 
than good, provoked the enemy to be more fierce and furious in 
their aflaults, fo that , the houfes in Jerusalem we filled with the 
dead bodies of men, thaj died of the ; rounds they received in fallying 
out upon the beficgers/ God faith', they were fuch as he had fain 
in bis anger, for the enemies fword was his fword, and their anger 
his . anger. But it feems, the men that were {lain were generally 
fuch as had diftinguilhcd themfelves by; their wickednefs, for they 
were the very men for whofe wickedxiefs God did now hide him- 
felf from this city ; fo that he was juft in all he brought upon them. 

(4.) What the bleffings are which God has in ftore forjudah 
and Jerufalem, fuch as will redrefs all their grievances. 

i. Is their ftate difeafed ? Is it wounded ? God will provide ef- 
fe&ually for 'the healing of it, though the difeafe was thought mor- 
tal, and incurable, Jer. viii. ult. The whole head is fick, and 
the whole heart faint, but, ver. 6. / will bring it health and cure, 
I will prevent the death, remove the ficknefs, and fet all to rights 
again, chap. xxx. 17. Note, Be the cafe never fo defperate, if 
God undertake the cure he will effe<£t it. The fin of Jerufalem 
"was the ficknefs of it, Jfa. i. 6. its reformation therefore will be 
its recovery. And the following words tell us how that is wrought, 
I will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth, i. e. I will 
give it them in due time, and give them an encouraging profpe£t of 
it in the mean time. Peace ftands here for all good ; peace and 
truth is peace according to the promife, and in purfuance of that ; 
Or, peace and truth is peace and the true religion ; peace and the 
true worfhip of God, in oppofition to the many falfhoods and de- 
ceits by which they had been led away from God. We may ap- 
ply it more generally, and obferve, 1. That peace and truth are 
the great fiibjeit matter of divine revelation : Thefe promifes here 
lead us to the gofpel of Chrift, and in that God has revealed to us 
peace and truth, the method of true peace; truth to dlrecl: us,' 
peace to make us eafy. Grace and truth, and abundance of both, 
*me by Jefus Chrift. Peace and truth are the life of the foul, and 
Chrift came that zue might have that life-, and might have it more 
ahimdantly. Chrift rules by the power of truth, John xviii. 37. 
*3nd by it He .gives abundance of .peace, Pfalm Ixxii. 7. and Ifpoxv. 
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t can deprive God's pteople of his prefehce 5 no locks or bars 1 
^ neI fhutout his gracious yifits ; .Nayy. oftentimes as xheir- ajfli&i- 
C3 ° / nd thilt^^f 0 ^^- 5 *^^ ffure ~a Sound,' and they.have . the 
ctlS a viviri£ communications of his favour then, when the world 

re Lnn^them : Paul's fweeteft epiftles wefe thofe that bare date 
frowns upon ™ 

*■ nf a pn'on. • - ' 

° U The prophecy it felf : A great deal of comfort is wrapt up. in 

%r the relief of the 'captives, to keep them from finking into 




• i ; V -i tte fr r ^.;W:WB atid-Vruth. brings 
healtn and cure to all thofe that by. faith receive it: It heals the 

foul of^ the difeafes it has contr^cd, as it is a means pf fa:n£rifica- 
tion, j-abnxm.Pi. He Text bis word, and healed them: And it 



ru.iixs? / will caufe their 'captivity to return, ver. 7. both that of. If- 
rael and that of Judah, for though thofe who returned under Ze- 
rubbabel were chiefly of }udah and Benjamin, and Levi, yet after-" 
wards imany of all the . other tribes returned 5 and I will rebuild- 
them, as / built them at fir/1. When they by repentance do their 
firft works, God will by their reftoration do his firft works. 
: 3. Is fin the procuring caufe of all their troubles ? That fhall be 
pardoned and fubdued, and fo the root of the judgments fhall be 
killed, ver. 8. I. By fin they arc become filthy and odious to 
God^holinefs, but God will cleanfe them, and purify them from 
their iniquity 5 as thofe tMt were ceremonially unclean, and were 
therefore fhut out from the tabernacle, when they were fprinkled 
with the water of purification, had liberty of accefs to it again, fo 
had they to their own land, and the privileges of it, when God 
had cleanfed them from their iniquities.. In aflufion to that fprink- 
ling, David prays, Purge me with hyjfop. 2. By fin they are be- 
come guilty, and obnoxious to his juftice ; but he will pardon all 
their iniquities, will remove the punifhment to which for firi they 
were bound over. All, that by fandtifying grace are cleanfed from 
the filth of fin, by pardoning mercy -are freed from the guilt of it. 

4. Have both their fins and their fufferings turned to the dilho- 
nour of God? their reformation and reftoration fhall redound as 
much to his praife, ver. 9. Jerufalem thus rebuilt, Judah thus re- 
peopled, Jljali be to me a name of joy,, as pleafing to God as ever 
they have been provoking, and a praife a?id an honour before all the 
nations. They being thus reftored fhall glorify God by their fervi- 
ces of himj arid he fhall glorify himfelf by his favours to them. 
This renewed nation fhall be as much a reputation to religion, as 
formerly it has been a reproach to it. The nations : /hall hear of all 
the good that God has wrought in them by his grace, v and of all the 
good he has wrought for them by his providence. The wonders of 
their return oat of Babylon fhall make as great a noife in the world, 
as ever the wonders of their deliverance out of Egypt did. And 
they Jljali fear and tremble for all this goodiiefs. 1. The people of 
God themfelves jhall fear and tremble 5 they fhall be much furpri- 
zed at it, fhall be afraid of offending fo good a God, and of for- 
feiting his favour, Hofi in. 5. They foaR fear the Lord, and his 
goodnefs. 2. The neighbour nations Jhall fear becaufe of the pro- . 
fperity ofyerufalem ; fhall look upon the growing greatnefs of the 
Jcwifli nation as really formidable, and fhall be afraid of making 
them their enemies, when the church is fair as the moon, and clear 
as the fun, fhe is terrible as an army with banners'. 

10. Thus faith the LORD, Again there fhalLbe 
heard in this place (which ye fay Jfjall be defolate with- 
out man and without beaft, even in the cities of Judah* 
and in the ftreets of Jerufalem, that arB defolate with- 
out man and without inhabitant, and without beaft ) 
ri. The voice of joy, and the voice of gladnefs, the 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride* 
the voice of them that fhall fiy, Praife the LORD of 
hofts, for the LORD is good, for his mercy endureth^ 
for ever, and of them that fhall bring the facrifice of 
praife into the houfe of the LiORD ; for I will caufe 
to return the captivity of the land, as at the firft, faith 
the LORD. 12. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, 
Again in this place which is defolate without man and 
without beaft, and in all the cities thereof, fhall be ah 
habitation of fhepherds caufing their flocks to lie down* 
13. In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the 
vale, and in the cities of the fouth, and in the land of 



Judal 



Jerufal 



hands of him that telleth them, faith the LORD. 14. 
Behold, the days come, faith the LORD, that I will 
perform that good thing which I have .promifed unto 
the houfe of Ifrael, and to the houfe of Judah. - 15, 
5 In thofe days, and at that time will I caufe the Branch 
of righteoufnefs to grow up unto David* and he fhall 
execute judgment and righteoufnefs. in the land; 16. 
In thofe days fhall Judah be. faV-ed, and Jerufalem fliail 
dwell fifely : and this is the name wrherewith ihe fhall 
be called, The LORD our righ 

■ ■ * * 

Here - is a farther prediction of the happy ftate of Jjdah ahd Je- 
rufalem after their glorious return out^ of captivity* iffumg glori* 
oufly at length in the kingdom of the Aleffiah. 
• 1. It is promifed that the people that were long in forrow fhall 
again be filled with joy; Every one concluded now that the coup- 



Chap. 




JEREMIAH. 



Ch 





fnall 



try would lie for ever dcfolate, that no beajls fhould be found in the 
•land of Judah, no inhabitants in the Jlrcets of Jerufale?n, and con- 
fequently there would -be nothing but a universal and perpetual me- 
lancholy, ver. 10. but though weeping may endure for a time, 
joy will return. It was thrcatned, chap. vii. 34. and xvi. g. that 
the voice of joy and gladnefs Jhould ceafc there, but here it is promi- 
fed that they fhall revive again, that the voice of joy and glad fiefs 
be heard there, becaufe the captivity Jhall be returned, for then 
■ was their 7nouth filled tviih laughter, Pfalm c&xvi. 1,1. I. There 
fhall be common joy there, the voice of the bridegroom, and the 
'voice of the bride ; marriages fhall again be celebrated as formerly 
with fongs, which in Babylon they had laid afide, for their harps 
were hung on the willow- trees. 2. There fhall be religious joy 
there ; temple fongs {hall be revived, the Lord's fongs, which they 
could not fing i?i a Ji range land.-* There fhall be heard, in their 
private houfes, and in the cities of Judah, as well as in the tem- 
ple, the voice of them that JJjall Jay, Praife the Lord of hofts. 
Note, Nothing is more the praife and honour of a people, than to 
have God praifed and honoured among them : This fhall compleat 
the mercy of their return arid reftoration, that with it they fhall 
ivave hearts to be thankful for it, and give God the glory of it, 
the glory both of the power and of the goodnefs* by which it is ef- 
fected ; they fhall praife him both as the Lord of bojls, and as the 
God who is good, and whofe mercy endures for ever. This, though 
a fong of old, yet being fung upon this frefh cccafion, will be a 
■irew fong. We find this literally fulfilled at their return out of Ba- 
bylon, Ezra iii. 1 1. They fung together in praifing the Lord, 
becauje he is good, for his mercy endures for ever. The public!: 
•worfhip of God fhall be diligently and confcntly attended upon ; 
they jhall bring the fa orifice -of praife to the houfc of the Lord. All 
the facrifices were intended for the praife of God, but this feems 
to be meant of the fpiritual facrifices of humble adorations, and 
joyful thanksgivings, the calves of oar lips, Hof. ?iiv. 2. which 
Jhall plcaje the Lord better than cm ox or bullock. The jews fay,, 
that in the days of the McfEah all facrifices (hall ceafe, bur the fa- 

crifice of praife, and to thofe days this promife has a further refe- 
rence. 

2. It is promiftrd that the country which had lain long depopu- 
lated, fhould be replcnilhed and flocked again. It was now de- 
fter their return, the 
Pfalm lxv. 13. In all 
the cities of Judah and Benjamin "there Jhall he a habitation of 
fhephc7'ds, ver. 12, 13. This fpeaks, 1. The wealth of the coun- 
try after their return. It fhall not be a habitation of beggars, that 
have nothing, but of fhepherds and husbandmen, men of iubitance, 
with good frocks upon the ground they are returned to. 2. The 
peace of the country. It fhall not be a habitation of Ibldiers, nor 
fhall there be tents and barracks fct up to lodge them, but they 
fhall be fhepherds tents 5 for they fhall hear no more the alarms of 
war, nor fhall* there be any to make even the fhepherds afraid. See 

3. The induftry of the country, and their 
return to their original plainnefs and fimplicity, from which, in 
the corrupt ages, they had fadly degenerated. The feed of Jacob 
in their beginning gloried in this, that they were fljepherds, Gen. 
xlvii. 3. and fo they fhall now be again, giving themfelves wholly 
to that innocent"" employment, caitfing their flocks to lie down, ver. 
12. and to paj's under the hands of him that telleth ihem, ver. 13. 
for though their flocks are numerous, they are not numberlefs, 
nor fhall they omit to number them, that they may know if any 
be miffing, and may leek after it. Note, It is the prudence of 
thofe who have never fo much of the world to keep an account of 
what they have. Some think they pafs raider the hand of him that 
tclhth them that they may be tithed, Lev. xxvii. 32. Then we 
may take the comfort of what we have when God lias had his dues 
out of it. 'Now becaufe it iecmed incredible that a people reduced 
as now they were, fhould ever recover fuch a degree of peace and 
plenty as this, here is fubjoined a general ratification of thefe pro- 
mifes, ver. 14. I zu ill perfor m that good thing which I have promt- 
fed. Though the promife may fometimes work fiowly towards an 
itceomphfhmcnt, it works furely. The days vjill come, though 
they are Ions; in corning. 
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pafturcs fnall again be clothed with flocks, Pfi 



Pfalm cxliv. 13, 14. 



3. To crown all thefe bleffings which God has in (lore for them, 
here is a prcmlfc of the Mefliab, and of that cverhtftins; rkhleouf- 



nefs which he fhould bring in, ver. 15, 16. and, probably, tins is 
that good thing, that great good thing, which in the latter days, 
days that were yet to come, God would perform, as he had pro- 
mifed to Judah and Ifrael, and which their return out of captivity, 
and their fettiement again in their own" land, was in order to. 
From the captivity to Chri/t is one of the famous periods, Matt. i. 
17. Tins promifc of tbe.Mefliah we had before, chap, xxiii. 5, 6. 
and there it came in as a confirmation of the promifc of the fhep- 
herds which God would fet over them, which would make one 
think that the promifc here concerning the fhepherds and their 
flocks, which introduced) it, is to be under (lood figuratively. 
Chrift is here prophelicd of, 1. Asa rightful king ; he is a branch 
of right eoujhefs, not a ulurpcr, for lie grows up unto David, defcends 
from his loins, with whom the co\ enant of royalty was made, and 
is that feed with whom that covenant fhould be efrablifhed, fo that 
his title is unexceptionable. • 2. .As a righteous king, righteous in 
enacting laws, waging wars, and giving judgment ; righteous in J 



prince of peace, this prince of their peace. 



vindicating thofe that furTer wrong, and punifhing thofe that H 
wrong ; he fhall execute judgment and righteoufnefs in the I A 
This may point at Zerubbabel in the type, who governed ?i 
equity, not as Jehoiakim had done, chap. xxii. 17. but it has 
farther reference to him to whom all judgment is committed a 
who fhall judge the world in righteoufnefs. 3; As a king that fl \\ 
protect his fubjects from all injury. By him Judah fhall be f a * a 
from wrath and the curie, and, being fo laved, J z crufakrn fh it 
dwell fafcly,- quiet from the fear, of evil, and enjoying a* holy ft C u 
rity and ferenity of mind, in a dependence upon the conduit of this 
- - . . . _ 4- As a. king thatfhall 

be praifed by his fubjects : This is the name whereby they Jhall // 
him, fo the Chaldee reads it, the Syriac, and vulgar Latin; tb* 
name of his they fhall celebrate, and triumph in, and by this name 
they fhall call upon him. It may be read more agreeable to the 
original, This is he who Jhall call her', the Lord our rfahteoufnef 
as Mofes's al tar is called Jehovah-nifle, Exod. xlviii, ic. and ten/ 
faiem, Jehovah Shammah, £zek. xlv. 35. intimating, that thev 
glory in Jehovah as prefent with them, and their banner 9 \ lb here 
the city is called, The Lord our righteoufnefs, becaufe they glory in 
Jehovah as their righteoufnefs. That which was before (aid to be 
the name of Chrift (faith Mr. Gataker) is here made the name of 
Jerufalem, the city of the Mefiias, the church of Chrift. fje it is 
that imparts righteoufiie/s to her, 'for he is made of God to us rigke* 
oufnefs, and fhe by bearing that name profefleth to have her whole 
righteoufnefs, not from herfelf, but from him, In the Lord have I 
righteoi/fiirjs and Jlrength, Ifa. xlv. 24. and we are ?nade the rivh- 
teoufnefs of God in him. The inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall have 
this name of the Mefiias fo much in their mouths, that they fhall 
themfelves be called by it. 



17. 5 For thus faith the LORD, David fhall never 
m want a man to fit upon the throne of the houfe of If ra . 
el. 18. Neither fhall the priefts the Levites, want a 
man before me to offer burnt-offerings, and to kindle 
meat-offerings, and to do facrifice continually. %g t j 
And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, 
faying, 20. Thus faith the LORD, If you can break 
my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, 
and that there fhould not be day and night in their fea- 
fon : 21- Then may alfo my covenant be broken with 
David my fervant, that he "Ihculd not have a fon to 
reign upon his throne, and with the Levites the priefts, 
my minifters. 22. As the hoft of heaven cannot be 
numbred, neither the find of the fea meafured : fo will 
I multiply the feed of David my fervant, and the Le- 
vites that minifter unto me. 23. Moreover, the word 
of the LORD came to Jeremiah, faying, 24. Con- 
fidereft thou not what this people have fpoken, faying, 
The two families which the LORD hath chofen, he 
hath even cafl them off ? thus they have defpifed my 
people, that they fhould be no more a nation before 
them. 25. Thus faith the LORD, If my covenant 
be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed 
the ordinances of heaven and earth : 26. Then will 1 
call away the feed of Jaeob, and David my fervant, fo 
that I will not take any of his feed to he rulers ever the 
feed of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob : for I will caufe 
their captivity to return, and have mercy on them. 

Three of God's covenants, that of royalty with David and his 
feed, that of the priefthood with Aaron and his feed, and that of 
peculiarity with Abraham and his feed, feemed to have been ail 
broken and loft while the captivity lafled, but it is here promifed, 
that, notwithflanding that interruption and discontinuance for a 
time, they fhall all three take place again, and the true intents and 
meaning of them all fhall be abundantly anfwered in the NewTe- 
ftament bleffings, typified by thofe conferred on the Jews after their 
return out of captivity. 

1. The covenant of royalty fhall be fecured, and the promifc 
of it fliall have their full accomplifhmcnt in the kingdom of Ciirift, 
the fon of David, ver. 17. The throne of Ifrael was overturned in 
the captivity, the crown was fallen from their head, there was 
net a man to fit on the throne of Ifrael, Jcconiah-was written cbild- 
lefs. After their return the houfe of David made a figure again: 
hut it is in the Mefliah that this promifc is performed, that Dam 
fhall never zuant a man to fit on the throne of Ifrael: And that 
David fhall have ahvays a fon to reign upon his throne :. For as long 
as the man Chrift Jefus fits on the right hand of the throned Gcd, 
rules the world, and rules it for the good of the church, to wliip 
he is a quickning head, and glorified head over all things, as long 
as he is kirg upon the holy hill of Zion, David doth not want a fuc- 
cefibr, nor is the covenant with him broken. When the fiift 
begotten was brought into the world it was declared concerning 
him, that the Lord God foall give him the throne of IL father Da- 
vid, and he Jhall reign over the houfe of "Jacob for ever, Luke 1. 33* 
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tt r the confirmation of this, it is promifed, I; That the cave- 
with David (hall .be as firm as the ordinances of heaven ; 
;i7? hc ftability of which, that of God's promife is compared, chap. 
t0 -2<? There is a covenant of nature, by which the com- 

^ X,# £durfe of providence is fettled, and on which it is founded, 
called, a covenant bf the day and the nighty ver. 20, 25. be- 
f that 'is one of the articles of it, that there fhall be day and 
^htin their feafon, according to the diftindlion put between them 
**the creation, when God divided between the light arid the dark- 
er and eftablifhed their mutual fueceffion, and a government to 
^ h that the fun fhould rule by day, and the fnoon and Jiars by 
*^Lt Gen. i. 4? 5? which eftabliftiment was renewed after 
V? Gen. viii. 22. and has continued ever fince, Pfalm xix. 
ALthe morning and the evening have both bf them their regular out- 
fits Pfalm Ixv. 8. the day-fpring knows its place, knows its time, 
Id keeps both, fo do the jhadows bf the evening , and while the 
world ftands this courfe fhall not be altered, this covenant (hall not 
Is broken ■: The ordinances pf heaven and earth (of this communi- 
cation between heaven and earth, the dominion of thefe ordinances 
of heaven upon the tearth ) which God has appointed, ver. 25. 
fcompare Job xxxviii. 33.) fhall never be difappointed : Thus firm 
(hall the covenant of redemption be with the Redeemer, God's fer- 
van t but David our king, ver. 21. This intimates, that Chrift 
Jhall' have a rfaurcli on earth to the world's end; he fhall fee a 
feed in which he fhall prolong his days till time and days fhall be 
no more : Chrift's kingdom is an everlajling kingdom, and when the 
tndcometh, and not till then, it Jhall be delivered up to God, even 
the Father : But ijt intimates, that the condition of it in this world 
jhalh Be intermixed and counterchanged, profperity and adverfity 
fucceeding each other, as light and darknefs, day and night : But 
this is plainly taught us, that as fure as we may be, that though 
the to will fet to night, it will rife again to morrow morning, 
whether we live to fee it or no, fo fure we may be, that though 
the kingdom of the Redeemer in the world may for a time be 
clouded and eclipfed by corruptions and perfections, yet it will 
fhine forth again, and recover its luftre in the time appointed. 
2. That the feed of David fhall be as numerous as the ho/I of 
heaven, I e. the fpiritual feed of the Mefliah, that fhall be born 
to him by the efficacy of his gofpel, and his Spirit working with 
it ; from the womb of the morning he Jhall have the dew of their 
youth t0 be his wtttfyg p^ple, Pfalm ex. 3. Chrift's feed are not 
as David's were, his fucceflbrs, but his fubje#s, yet the day is co- 
ming when they alfo fhall reign with him, ver. 22. As the hojl of 
heaven cannot be numbred, fo will I multiply the feed of David, lb 
that there fhall be no danger of the kingdom's being extin<Sr, or 
extirpated, for want of heirs : The children are numerous, and 
if children, then heirs. 

2. The covenant of priefthood fhall be fecured, and the premi- 
ses of that alfo fhall have their full accomplifhment : This feemed 
likewife to be forgotten during the captivity, when there was no 
altar, no temple fervice for the priefts to attend upon ; but this 
alfo fhall revive : It did fb ; immediately upon their coming back 
to Jerufalem, there were priefts and Levites ready to offer burnt-df- 
ferings, and to do facrifice continually, Ezra iii. 2, 3. as is here 
promifed, ver. 18. But that priefthood foon grew corrupt, the co- 
venant of Levi was profaned, as appears, Mai. ii. 8- and in the 
deftruftion of Jerufalem by the Romans it came to a final period ; 
we muft therefore look elfewhere for the performance of this word, 
that the covenant with the Levites, the priefts, God's minifters, 
fhall be as firm, and laft as long, as the covenant with the day and 
the night. And we find it abundantly performed, 1. In the prieft- 
hood of Chrift, which fuperfedes that of Aaron, and is the fub- 
flance of that fhadow. While that great high-priejl of our profejji- 
tm is always appearing in the prefence of God for us, prefenting the 
virtue of his blood by which he made atonement in the incenfe of 
his interceffion, it may truly be laid, that the Levites do not want 
a man before God to offer continually, Heb. viii. 3. He is a priejl 
for ever. The covenant of the priefthood is called a covenant of 
peace, Numb. xxv. 12. of life and peace, Mai. ii. 5. Now we 
are fure this covenant is not broken, or in the leaft weakned, 
while Jefus Chrift is himfelf our life and our peace. This cove- 
nant of priefthood is here again and again joined with that of roy- 
alty, for Chrift is a priejl upon his throne, as Melchizedeck. 2, In 
a fettled gofpel miniftry ; while there are faithful minifters to pre- 
fide in religious afTemblies, and to offer up the fpiritual facrifices 
of prayer and praife, the priefls the Levites do not want fucceflbrs ; 
and fuch as have obtained a more excellent mini/fry* The apoftle 
makes thofe that preach the gofpel to come in the room of thofe 
that ferved at. the altar, I Cor. ix. 13, 14. 3. In all true be- 
lievers, who are a holy priefthood, a royal priefthood, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. 
who are made to our God kings and priejl s, Rev.,i. 6. they offer up 
fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God ; and themfelves, in the firft 

place, living facrifices* Of thefe Levites, this promife here muft 
be underftood, ver. 22. that they fhall be as numerous as the fund 
tfthefea, the lame that is promifed concerning Ifrael in general, 
xxii. 17. for all God's fpiritual Ifrael are fpiritual priefts, Rev. 
v * 9j "10. and vii. 9, 15. 

3. The covenant of peculiarity likewife fhall be fecured, and the 
promifes of that covenant fhall have their full accomplifhment in 

^ gofpel Ifrael. Obferve, a. How this covenant was looked up* 
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on as broken during the captivity, ver. 24. God asks the prophet, 
Halt thou not heard, and doft thou not confider, what this leobh 
havefpoken? either the enemies of Ifrael, Who triumphed in the ex- 
tirpation of a people that had made fuch a noife irt the worlds or 
the unbelieving Ifraelites themfelves,- this people, among whom thou 
dwelleft, they have broken covenant with God, and then quarrel 
with him, as if he had not dealt faithfully with them : The two 
families which the Lord hath thofen, Ifrael and judah* whereas they 
were but one when he chofe them, he hath even cdjl them off: 
Thus have they defpifed my peopU, \. e. defpifed the privilege of bein£ 
my people, as if it were a privilege of no value at all : The height 
bour nations defpifed them as now no more a nation, but the ruins of 
a nation, and looked upon all their honour as laid in the dtift i 
But, 2. See how firm the covenant ftands rtotwithftanding, as firrri 
as that with day and night ; fooner will God fuffer day and night 
to ceafe, than he will cajl away the feed of Jacob. This cannot 
refer to the feed of Jacob according to the flefh, for they an*' caft 
away, but to the Chriftian church, in which all thefe proihifes 
were to be lodged, as appears by the apoftle's difcourfe, Rbnt. xi* 
1, &c. Chrift is that feed of David, that is to be perpetual dila- 
tor to the feed of Abraham* Ifaac, and Jacob ; and as this people 
fhall never want fuch a King, fo this King fhall never want fuch a 
people : ChrLftianity fhall continue in the dominion of Chrift^ and 
the fubje£Hon of chriftians to him, till day and night corite to an 
end : And, as a pledge of this, that promife is again repeated* J 
will caufe their captivity to return, and, having brought them i>ack$ 
/ will have mercy on them. Whom this promife refers to, appears, 
Gal. vi. 16. where all that walk according to the gofpel rule, are 
made to be the Ifrael of God 9 on whom peace and mercy fhall be. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

In this chapter we have two meffages which God fent by Jeremiah} 
I . One to foretel the fate of Zedekiah king of Judah, that he 
Jhould fall ^ into the hands cf the king of Babylon, that he Jhoidd 
live a captive, but Jhould at lajl die in peace in his captivity, ver* 
I, — 7. 2. Another to read the doom both of prince and people for 
their treacherous dealing with God, in bringing back their fervants 
into bondage, whom they had releafed according to the law, and fo 
playing faft and loofe with God : They had walked at all adven- 
tures With God, ver. 8,— 11. and therefore God would walk at 
all adventures with them, in bringing the Chaldean army upon 
them again, then when they began to hope they were got clear of 
them, ver. 12,— 22* 

1. np HE word which came urito Jeremiah from the 
JL LORD, ^ ( when Nebuchadnezzar king of Ba- 
bylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the 
earth of his dominion, arid all the people fought againft 
Jerufalem 5 and againft all the cities thereof) faying, 

2. Thus faith the LORD the God of Ifrael * Go, and 
fpeak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus 
faith the LORD* Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and he fliall bum it with 
fire. 3. And thou lhalt not efcape out of his hand a 
but lhalt furely be taken, and delivered into his hand* 
and thine eyes fhall behold the eyes of the king of Ba- 
bylon, and he {hall fpeak with thee mouth to mouth* 
and thou lhalt go to Babylon. 4. Yet hear the word 
of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah, Thus faith 
the LORD of thee, Thou fhalt not die by the fword j 
5. But thou jfhalt die in peace : and with the burnings 
of thy fathers the former kings which were before thee, 
fo fhall they burn odours for thee, and they will lament 
thee, faying* Ah lord i for I have pronounced the word a 
faith the LORD. 6. Then Jeremiah the prophet 
fpake all thefe words unto Zedekiah king of Judah irt " 
Jerufalem, 7. When the king of Babylons army 
fought againft Jerufalem 5 and againft all the cities of 
Judah that were left, againft Lachifh, and againft A- 

zekah : for thefe defenced cities remained of the cities 
of Judah. 

» 

This prophecy concerning Zedekiah \vas delivered to Jeremiah, 

and by him to the parties concerned before he was {hut up in the 
prifon, for we find this prediction here made the ground of his 
commitment, ag appears by the recital of fome paflages out bf it, 

chap, xxxii. 4. 

Obferve, (1.) Tha time when this mefTagg Was ferit t6 Zedekk 
ah ; it was when the king of Babylon, with all his forces^ fome out 
of all the kingdoms of the earth that were within his jurifd^ftion^ 
fought againft Jerujalem, and the cities thireof ven i< defignihg 
to deftroy them, having often plundered them : The cities ,that 
now remained, and yet held out, are named, ver* 7* Lachiftj^and , 
Azekah, This intimates, that things were now brought to the h& 
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-emky, and yet Zedekiah obftlnatelyftood.it out, his heart be- 
^ . & hardncd to his deftruSioh. 
* (2.) The mefiage it fclf that was 

1. Here is a threatning of wrath : He is told that again, which 
he had been often told before, that the city fhall be taken by the 
Chaldeans, and .burnt with fire, Vert 2. that he fhall himfelf fall 
into the enemy's, hands, fhall be made a prifoaer, fhall be brought 
before that furious prince Nebuchadnezzar, and be carried away 
captive into Babylon, ver. 3. yet Ezekiel prophefied that he/koidd 
not fee Babylon, nor did he, for his eyes were put out, E%eL xii. 
x% w This Zedekiah brought upon himfelf from God by his other 
fins, and from Nebuchadnezzar by his breaking off his faith with 

him. 

2. Here is a mixture of mercy : He fhall die a captive, but he 
Jball not die by the fword, he fhall die a natural death, ver. 4. he 
fhall end his days with fome comfort, Jball die in peace, ver. 5. 
lie never had been one of the worft of the kings, but we are wil- 
ling to hope that what evil he had done in the fight of the Lord, he 
repented of it in his captivity, as Manafleh had done, and it was 
forgiven to him, and, God being reconciled to him, he might 
truly be faid to die in peace. Note, A man may die in a prifon, 
and yet die in peace. Nay, he fhall end his days with fqme repu- 
tation, more than one would expeft, all things confidered. He 
fhall be buried with the burnings of his fathers, \. e. with the re- 
jects ufually {hewed to their kings, efpecially thofe that had done 
good in.IfraeL . It feems in his captivity he had carried himfelf fo 
well towards his own people, that they were willing to do him this 
honour, and towards Nebuchadnezzar, that he fuffered it to be 
done. If Zedekiah had continued jn. his profperity, perhaps, he 
would have grown worfe, and would have departed at laft with- 
cut being defred ; but his affii£tions wrought fuch a change in him, 
that his death was looked upon as a : great lofs. Jt is better live and 
die penitent in a prifon, than live and die impenitent in a palace. 
They will lament thee, faying, Ah lord, an honour which hh bro- 
ther Jehoiakim had not, chap. xxii. i3. The Jews fay, they la- 
mented thus over him, Alas! Zedekiah is dead, who drunk the 
dregs of all the ages that went before him, i. e. who fuffered for 
the fins of his anceltors, the meafure of iniquity being filled up in 
his days. They fhall thus lament him, faith the Lord, for I have 
pronounced the word y and what God hath fpoken fhall without fail 
be made good. 



in proclaiming liberty, every ' one , to his * 'brother and 
every man to his neighbour : behold, I proclaini'a r 
berty for you, faith the LORD, to the fwoftl^ % th 
peftilence, and to the famine, and I will xzxake you f 
be removed into all the. kingdoms of the earth; t $ 
And I will 'give the men that have tranfgreffed ' ztr 

not performed the words \of the 
covenant which they had made, before 4ne,,^when the 
cut the calf in tw;ain, arid pafled between the ; p^tt 
thereof 19. The princes of Judah, and the 'princes of 
Jerufalem, the eunuchs, and the priefts,; and all the' 
people of the land which paired between the parte of the 
calf, 20. I will even give them into the hand of theiV 
enemies, and into the hand of them that; leek their 
life ; and their dead bodies fhail be for meat untothfr 
fov/h of the heaven, and to the beafts of the earth * 
21. And Zedekiah king of Judah, and his princes "will 
I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the 
hand of them that feek their life, and into the hand of 
the king of B^bylons army . which are gone up from 
you. 22. Behold, I will command, faith the LORD 
and caufe them to return to . this city, and they fhall 
fight againft it, and take it, and burn it with lire, and 



inhabitant 



Judai 



an 



* - 



3. Jeremiah's faithfulnefs in delivering this meiiage ; though he 
knew it would be ungrateful to the king, and might prove, as in- 
deed it did, dangerous to himfelf, for he was clapped up for it, yet 
he fpake all thefe zuords to Zedekiah, ver. 6. It is a mercy to great 
men to have thofe about them that will deal faithfully with them, 
and tell them the evil confequences of their evil courfes, that they 
may reform and live. 



8. 5 &b?s is the word that came unto Jeremiah from 
the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a 
covenant with all the people which were at Jeruialem, 
to proclaim liberty unto them 5 9. That every man 



man 



Hebrew 



9 • 

We have here another prophecy upon ^particular occafion, the 
hiftory of which we muft take notice of, as neceflary to give IHt 
to the prophecy. 0 

I . When Jerufalem was clofely befieged by the Chaldean armv 
the princes and people agreed upon a reformation in. one inftancc 
and that was concerning their fervants. 

(1.) The law of God was very exprefs, that thofe of their own 
nation fhould not be held in fervitude above feven years, but af- 
ter they had ferved one apprenticefhip, they fhould be discharged 
and have their liberty; yea, though they had fbld themfelves into 
fervitude for the payment of their debts, or though they were fdi 
by the judges for the punifhment of their crimes. This difference 
was put between their brethren and flrangers, that thofe of other 
nations taken in war, or bought with money, might be held in 
perpetual llavery, they and theirs 3 but their brethren muft ferve 
but for feven years at the longefh This God calls, the covenant 
that he had made with them, when he brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, ver. 13, 14. This was the firft of the judicial laws 
which God gave them, Excd. xxi. 2. and there was good rea- 
fon for that law. 1. God had put honour upon that nation, 
and he would have them thus to preferve the honour of it them- 
felves, and to put a difference between it and other nations, 
2. God had brought them out of flavery in Egypt^ and he would 
have them thus to exprefs their grateful fcnfe of that favour, by 
letting thofe go, to whom their houfes were houfes of bondage, as 
Egypt had been to their fore-fathers : That deliverance is there- 
fore mentioned here, ver. 13. as the ground of that law. Note, 
God's companions towards us, fhould engage our companions to-, 
wards our brethren ; we muft releafe as we are releafed, forgive as 
we are forgiven, and relieve as we are relieved. And this is called 
a covenant ; for our performance of the duty required, is the con- 
dition of the continuance of the favours God hath beftowed. 

(2.) This law they and their fathers had broken 5 their world- 
ly profit fwayed more with them than God's command or cove- 
nant : When their fervants had lived feven years with them, they 
underftood their bufinefs, and how to apply themfelves to it, bet- 
ter than they did when they firft came to them, and therefore they 
would then by no means part with them, though God himfelf 
by his law had made them free. Tour fathers hearkned not to me 
in this matter, ver. 14. lb that from the days of their fathers they 
had been in this trefpafs 5 and they thought they might do it be-, 
caufe their fathers did it, and their fervants had by difufe loft the 
benefit of the provifion God made for them ; whereas againft an 
exprefs law, efpecially againft an exprefs law of God, no cuftom, 
ufage, or prefcription, is to be admitted in plea. For this fin of 
theirs and their fathers God now brought them into fervitude, and 

(3.). When they were befieged, and clofely fhut in by the army 
. .of the Chaldeans, they being told of their fault in this matter, pre- 

*5- And ye were now fently reformed, and let go all their fervants that were entitled to 
turned, and had done right in my fight, in proclaiming their freedom by the law of God 3 as Pharaoh, who, when the 

liberty every man to his neighbour, and ye had made a | plague was upon him, confented to let the people go, and bound 

themfelves in a covenant to do fo. (1.) The prophets faithfully ad- 
monifhed them concerning their fin. From them they heard that 
they fhould let their Hebrew fervants £<? free, ver. 10. They might 
have read it themfelves in the book of the law, but did not, or did 



that none fhould ferve himfelf of them, to ivit, of a Jew 
his brother. 10. Now when all the princes, and all 
the people which had entred into the covenant, heard 
that every one fhould let his man-fervant, and every 
one his maid-fervant go free, that none lhould ferve 
themfelves of them any more, then they obeyed and 
let them go. 1 1 . But afterwards they turned and cau- 
led the fervants and the handmaids, whom they had 
let go free, to return, and brought them into fubje<ftion 
for fervants and for handmaids, 12. 5 Therefore the 
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD, faying, 13. Thus faith the LORD, the 
God of Ifrael, I made a covenant with your fathers in 
the day that I brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the houfe of bondmen, faying, 14. At 
the end of feven years, let ye go every man his bro- 
ther an Hebrew, which hath been fold unto thee : and 
when he . hath ferved thee fix years, thou flialt let him 
go free from thee : but your fathers hearkned not unto 
me, neither inclined their ear. 



covenant before me in the houfe which is called by my 
name. 16. But ye turned and polluted my name, and 
caufed every man his fervant, and every man his hand- 
maid, whom he had fee at liberty at their pleafure, to 
return, and brought them into fubje<5tion, to be unto 
you for fervants and for handmaids. 17. Therefore 

thus faith the LORD* Ye have not hearkned unto me. 



— — — — - - ^ — » 

not heed it, therefore the prophets told them what the law 
See what need there is of the preaching of the word j people niuit 

fe they will not make the ufe they 



hear the word preached, b y ..... 

ought to make of the word written, (2.) AH coders and degrees 
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r eh concurred in this reformation. The king, and /A* princes, 
A all the 'people agreed to let go their fervants, whatever lofs or 
f ma^e they might fuftain by fo doing. When the king and prin- 
ted in this good work, the people, could not for (hame but fol- 
** es The example and influence of great men would go very far 
Inwards extirpating of the moft inveterate corruptions. (3.) They 
h nd themfelves by a folemri oath and covenant that they would do 
whereby they engaged themfelves to God and one another. 
V te What God'hath bound us to by his precept, it is good for us 
to bind burfelves to by our prohiife. This covenant was very folemn : 
> was made in a facred plaice, made before me, in the houfe tuhich is 
lolled by my name, ver. 15. in the fpecial/preferice of God, the to- 
kens of which, in the temple, ought to ftrike an awe upon them, 
and make them very firicere in their appeals to him. It was rati- 
fied by a fignifibant iigri, they cut a calf in two, and paffld between 
the par* 5 thereof, ver. 18, 19. with this dreadful imprecation, Let 
us be in like manner cut in funder, if we do not perform what we 
xiow promife : And this calf w£s probably offered up hi facrifice to 
God who was thereby made a party to the covenant. When God 
covenanted with Abram, for the ratification of it, a fmoking fur- 
nace znd a burning lamp pdffed between the pieces of the facrifice, in 
allufion to this federal rite, Gen. xv. 17. Note, That we may 
effeftually oblige ourfelves to bur duty, it is good to frighten our 
felves with the appreherifioris of the terror of that wrath and curfe 
to which we expbfe ourfelves, if we live in the contempt of it, 
that wrath which will cut ftnhers afunder , Mat. xxiv. 5 1 . and fen- 
fible figns may be of ufe to make the impreffions of it deep arid du- 
rable, as here. (4.) They conformed themfelves herein to the 
command of God, and their covenant with him j they did let their 
fervants go, though at this time, when the city was befieged, they 
could very ill fpare them. Thus they did right in God's fight, 
ver. 15. Though it was their trouble that drove them to it, yet he 
was well pleafed with it^ and if they had perfervered in this a£l of 
mercy to the poor, to their poor fervants, it might have been a 
lengthening of their tranquillity, Dan. iv. 27. 

2, When there was fome hope that the fiege was raifed, and the 
danger over, they repented of their repentance, undid the good 
they had done, and forced the fervants they had releafed into their 
refpeftive fervices again. (1.) The king of Babylon's army was now 



that will not be in fubjefhon to the law : pf God, put thenifbl v^s into 
fubjedhdn to the wrath and curfe of God. But this fhews what liberty 
to fin really is, it is but a liberty to the foreft judgments. (2.) That 
fince they had brought their fervants back into confinement in their 
houfes, . God \ would make themto be removed into alVihe kingdorns cf 
the earth, where they fhould live in fervitude, and being ftrangers 
could .not expeft the privileges of freeborn fiibjeas. (3.) That 
fince they Had broken the covenant Which thby ratified by a folem'a 
imprecation, ; God . would bring o : n them the evil which they im- 
precated upon themfelves*, in cafe they fliould break it. Out of 
their own mouth will he judge them, and fofhall their doom be; 
the penalty of their bond (hall be recovered, becaufe.they have not 
performed the condition ;,.fi>r fo fome read, ver. 18. 1 will make the 
mjn which hayetrqnfgreffedmy. covenant, as the calf which they cut 
in twain ; I will divide them in funder, as they divided it in fun- 
der. (4.) That fince they would not let go their fervants but of 
their hands, God would deliver them into the hands of. thofe that 
hated them. . Even the princes and nobles, both of .Judah and Je- 
rusalem, of the country and of the city; the eunuchs, chamber- 
lains, or great officers of the court, the priefls, and all the people, 
they *liad all dealt treacheroufly with God; and therefore lhall all 
be involved in the common ruin, without exception, . ver. 19. they 
fliall all be given into the hand of their enemies, that feek, not their 
wealth only, or their fervice, but their life: And they ftiall have 
what they feek; but neither fliall that content them, when they 
have their lives, they fliall leave their dead bodies unburied, a loath- 
fome fpefla'cle to all mankind, and an eafy prey to the fowls and 
beafts, a lafting mark of ignominy being here fattened on them. 
(SO That fince they had emboldened themfelves in returning to 
their fin, contrary to their covenant, by the retreat of the Chalde- 
an army from them, God would therefore bring it upon them again. 
They are now gone up fro?n you, and your fright is over for the 
prefent, but I will com?nand them to face about as they were ; they 
fliall return to this city, and take it, and burn it. Note, 1. As 
confidence in God is a hopeful prefage of approaching deliverance, 
fo fecurity in fin is a fad omen of approaching deftru&ion. 2. When 
judgments are removed from a people before they have done thcit 
work, leave them, but leave them unhumbled and unreformed, (it 
is cum ahimo revertendi) they do but retreat to' come on again with 
fo much the greater force ; for when God judgeth, he will oyer T 
come. 3. It is ju ft with God to difappoint thofe expectations of 
mercy which his providence had given caufe for, when we difap- 
point thofe expectations of duty, which our profeffions, pretenti- 
ons and fair promifes had given caufe for. If we repent of the 
good we had purpofed, God will repent of the gotid he had purpofed. 
IVith the froward, thou wilt Jhew ihyfelffroivard. 




gone up from them, ver. 21. Pharaoh was bringing an army of 
Egyptians to oppofe the progrefs of the king of Babylon's victories, 
upon the tidings of which the Chaldeans raifed the fiege for a time, 
as we find, chap, xxxvii. 5. They departed from Jerufalenu See 
how ready God was to put a flop to his judgments, upon the firft 
inftance of reformation, fo flow is he to anger, and fo fwift to 
flicw mercy. As foon as ever they let their fervants go free, God 
let them go free. (2.) When they began to think themfelves fafe 
from the befiegers, they made their fervants come back into fub- 
jeffion to them, ver. 11. and again, ver. 16. This was a great 
abufe to their fervants, to whom fervitude would be more irkfome, 
after they had had fome tafte of the pleafures of liberty. It was a 
great fliame to themfelves, that they could not keep in a good mind 
when they were in it : But it was efpecially an affront to God ; in 
doing this they polluted his name, ver. 1 6. It was a contempt of 
the command he had given them, as if that were of no force at all, 
but they might either keep it or break it as they thought fit. It 
was a contempt of the covenant they had made with him, and of 
that wrath which they imprecated upon themfelves, in cafe they 
fliould break that covenant. It was jefting with God almighty, as if 
he could be impofed upon by fallacious promifes, which, when they 
had gained their point, they would look upon themfelves no longer 
obliged by. It was lying to God with their mouths, and flattering him 
with their tongues. It was likewife a contempt of the judgments of 
God, and fetting them at defiance ; as if when once the courfe of 
them was flopped a little, and interrupted, they would never pro- 
ceed again, and " the judgment would never be revived : Whereas 
reprieves are fo far from being pardons, that if they be abufed thus, 
and finners take encouragement from them to return to fin, they ?.re 
but preparatives for heavier ftrokes of divine vengeance. 

3« For this treacherous dealing with God they are here feverely 
threatned. Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; thofe that think to 
put a cheat upon God by diflembled repentance, a fallacious cove- 
nant, and a partial temporary reformation, will prove in the end 
to have put the greateft cheat upon their own fouls : For the Lord, 
whofe name is jealous, is a jealous God. It is here threatned with 
an obferyable air of difpleafure againft them, (1.) That fince they 
had not given liberty to their fervants to go where they pleafed, God 
Would give all his judgments liberty to take their courfe againft them, 
Without controll, ver. 17. You have not proclaimed liberty to your fer- 
writs. Though they had done it, ver. 10. yet they might truly be 
Jaid not to have done it, becaufe they did not ftand to it, but undid 
lfc again ; and faclum non dicitur quod non perfeverat. The righte- 
°ufnefs that is forfaken, and turned away from fhall be forgotten, 
^ not mentioned, no more than if it had never been, Ezek. xviii. 
2 4- therefore I will proclaim a liberty for you, i. e. I will difcharge 
you from my fervice, and put you out of my protection, which 
nofe forfeit that withdraw from their allegiance : you fliall have 

Jbertv to choofc which of thefe judgments you will be cut off by, . . _ # 

famine, or pejlilettce fuch a liberty as was offered to David, nor your fons for ever. 7. Neither lhall ye build houfc, 

. ~ . - " * ~' " nor fow feed* nor plant vineyard, nor have any i but: 

all 



CHAP. 



A variety of methods is tried, and every flone turned, to awaken the 
fews to a fenfe of their fin, and to bring them to repentance and 
reformation. 77?e fcope and tendency of many of the prophet* s fer~ 
?nons was to frighten them cut of their difobedience^ by fetting be- 
fore them what would be the end thereof, if they perfi/led in it. 
'The fcope of this fermon in this chapter is to fl)ame them out of 
their -dif obedience, if they had any fenfe of honour left in them, 
for a dif courfe of this nature to fajlen upon*, (t.) He fets before 
them the obedience of the fa?nily of the Rechabites to the commands 
which were left them by Jonadab their anceflor, and how they per- 
fevered in that obedience, and would not be tempted from it, ver. 
I 9 — 11. (2.) With this he aggravates the difobediencc of the 
Jews to God, and their contempt of his precepts, ver. 12, — 15^ 
f 3.) He for et els the judgments of God upon the Jews for their 
impious dijobedience to God, ver. 1.6, 17. ^4. ) He ajfures the 
Rechabites of the blejfmg of God upon them, for their pious obedience 
to their father, ver. 18, 19. 

i. r a 1 HE word which came unto Jeremiah from the. 

ft LORD, in the days cf Jehoiakim, the fon of 
Joliah king of Judah, faying, 2. Go unto the houfe 
of the Rechabites, and fpeak unto them, and bring them 
into the houfe of the LORD, into one of the chambers, 
and give them wine to drink. 3. Then I took Jaaza- 
niah, the fon of Jeremiah, the fon of Habaziniah, ^nd 
his brethren, and all his fons, and the whole houfe of 
the Rechabites. 4 And I brought them into the houfe 
of the LORD, into the chamber of the fons of Hanan, 
the fon of Igdaliah a man of God, which was by the 
chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber 
of Maafeiah the fon of Shallum, the keeper of the door. 
5. And I fet before the fons of the houfe of the Recha- 
bites pots full of wine, and cups, and I faid unto them, 
Drink ye wine. 6. But they faid, We will drink no 
wine : for Jonadab the fon of Rechab our father cpm* 
manded us, faying, Ye fhall drink no wine, neither ye, 
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put him into a great Jlrait> 2 Sim. xxiv. 14. Note, Thofe 
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. all your days ye lhall dwell in,tents» that ye may live 
• many days in the land where ye be ftrangers. 8. Thus 
have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the fon of Re- 
chab our father, in all that he hath charged us, to drink 
fco wine all our days, we, our wives, our Tons nor our 
daughters ; 9. Nor to build houfes for us to dwell in : 
: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor feed. 10. But 
: we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done 



Jonadab 



1 



Nebuchadrezzar 



Babylon came up into the land, that we faid, Come, 

Jerufal r * ~ r c 



fore muft live by their employments, which was a good reaf 



they fhould accuftom. themfelves *tb* hard fare and har^W^y 
for ftrangers, fuch as they were, muft not expe£t to live 
landed men, fb plentifully and delicately Note, It ^ f 4 e 
dom and duty to accommodate ourfelves to pur place and rant ^ 
not aim to live above it. What 'has' been the lot of our f 
why may we not be content that it fhould be our lot 1 Vn^ >* n - 

eftat 
' abu 

and would ^^/r^J-v"* 63 M 



Cording to it? Mind 1***1* //)*Verc 1 '/fV \ Tk*»* **iTL: v V 4 -V e 3c. 
be envied anc 

lived* If the^ _ ^ 

and fare fumptuoufly, the natives would grudge diem theirab ' 



ne envied ana aiiiuroea ny rneir neignoours among whom * ^ 

lived. If they that were ftrangers fhould live great, raife^f}^ 



dance, and have a jealous eye upon them, as the PhUtfHn 
upon Ifaac, Gen. xxvi. r4 ~~ J 1,1 ' ' * " " 



and let us go to Jeruialem tor tear ot me army, or tne j w ' ith them ; and do them a m if c hi e f; therefore tettofftiiJ^ 

Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians : fo Tbe their prudence to keep low, for that would be the wWL 



Jerufale 

This chapter is of an earlier date than many of thofe before ; for 
what is contained in it was faid and done in the days of Jehoiakim, 
ver. r. but then it muft be in the latter part of his reign, for it was 
after the king of Babylon with his army came up into the land, ver. 
II. which feems to refer to the invafioh mentioned, 2 Kings 
xxiv. 2. which was upon occafion of jehoiakim's rebelling againft 
Nebuchadnezzar. After the judgments of God had broke in upon 
this rebellious people, he continued to deal with them by his pro- 
phets to turn them from fin, that his wrath might turn away from 
them. He endeavours it by the example of the Rechabites, a fa- 
mily that kept diftin£l by themfelves, and were no more numbered 
with the families of Ifrael, than they with the nations. They 
were originally Kenites, as appears, i Chron.W. 55. Thefe are the 
Kenites thai came out of Hemath, the father* of the houfe of Rechab. 
The Kenites, at^ leaft thofe of them that gained a fettlement in the 
land of Ifrael, were of the pofterity of Hobab, Mofes's father-in- 
law, Judges i. 16. We find them feparated from the Amalekites, 
1 Sam. xv. 6. See Judges iv. 17. One family of thefe Kenites 
had their denomination from Rechab ; his fon, or a lineal defcen- 
dant from him, was Jonabab, a man famous' in his time for wif- 
dom and piety. He flourifhed in the days of Jehu, king of Ifrael, 
near 300 years before this; for there we find him courted by that 
riling prince, when he affefted to appear zealous for God, . 2 Kings 
x. 15, 1 6. which he thought nothing more likely to confirm peo- 
ple in the opinion of, than to have fo good a man as Jonadab ride 
in the chariot with him. Now here we are told, 

. 1. What the rules of living were, which Jonadab, probably by 
his laft will and teftament in writing, and duly executed, charged 
his children, and his pofterity after him, throughout all generati- 
ons, rcligioufly to obferve ; and we have reafon to think, they were 
fuch as he himfelf had all his days obferved. (1.) He forbad them 
to drink wine, according to the. law/of the Nazarites. Wine' is 
indeed given to make glad the heart of man ; and we are allowed 
the fober and moderate ufe of it; but we are fo apt to abufe it, and 
£et hurt by it, and a good man that has his heart made continually 
glad with the light of God's countenance, hath fo little need of it for 
that purpofe, (Pfal iv..6, 7.) that it is a commendable piece of 
felf-denial, either not to ufe- it at all, or very fparingly, and medici- 
nally, as Timothy ufed it, 1 Vim. v. 23.. (2.) He appointed them 
to dwell in tents, and not to build houfes, or purchafe lands, or 
rent or occupy either, ver. 7. This was an inftance of ftri&nefs 
and mortification beyond what the Nazarites were obliged to. 
Tents were mean dwellings, fo that this would teach them to be 
humble ; they were cold dwellings, fb that this would teach them 
to be hardy, and not to indulge the body; they were moveable 
dwellings, fo that this would teach them not to think of fettling 
or taking root any where in this world. They muft dwell in tents 
all their^days, not for a few days, as Ifrael at the feaft of taberna- 
cles, not only in fummer-days, as foldiers and fhepherds, but all 
their days. They muft from the beginning thus accuftom them- 
felves to endure hardnefs, and then it would be no difficulty to 
them, no not under the decays of old age. ' 

Now why did Jonadab prefcribe thefe rules of living to his pofte- 
rity ? It was not meerly to fhew his authority, and to exercife a 
dominion over them, by impofing upon them what he thought fit : 
but it was to fhew his wifdom, and the real concern he had for their 
welfare, by recommending to them what he knew would-be bene- 
ficial to them ; yet not tying them by any oath or vow, or under 
any Denaky, to obferve thefe rules, but only advifing them to con- 
form* to this difcipline, as far as they found it for edification, yet to 
be difpenfed with in any cafe of nccofTity, as here, ver. 11. He 
prefcribed thefe rules to. them, (1.) That they might preferve the 
ancient charaaer of their family, which, however looked upon by 
fome with contempt, he thought its real reputation. His anceftors 
had addi&ed themfelves to a paftoral life, Exod. ii. 16. and he would 
have his pofterity keep to it, and not degenerate from it, as Ifrael 
Jhad done, who originally were fhepherds, and dwelt in tents, Gen. . 
xlvi. 34. Note, We ought not to be afhamed of the honeft em- 
ployments of our anceftors, though they were but.meam (2.) That 
they might ccmport with their lot, and bring their mind to their 
condition, Mcfes had put them in hopes that they fhould be natura- 
lized. Numb. x. 32. but it feems they were not, they were ftill 

v f?™iiffer's in the land. ver. 7. had no inheritance in it, and there- 



be their prudence to keep low, for that would be the wav tn 

/ira&rs. . N«e, »5x»Iity and i§J j J 



eahly, that. they /migh 



in obfeurity is oftentimes the beft ' policy, and mens fureft pr 'l^ 
tion. (4.) That they might .be armed againft temptations ttf 
ry and fenfualityj thb prevailing fin of the age and place th" 
lived in. Jonadab faw a general' corruption of manners- 
drunkards of Ephraim abounded, and he was afraid left his child 
fhould bfe debauched and ruined by them, and therefore ob/fS 
theni to live by themfelves, retired in the country; and that th 
might not run into any unlawful pleafures/ to deny themfelves the 
Ufe even of lawful delights. They muft be very fober, andtem 
perate, and abftemious, which would contribute to the health both 
of mind and body, and. to their living many days, and eafyonec 
and fuch as they might refleft upon with comfort in the land w Q e 
they were Jir angers. Note, The confideration of this, that wc 
are ftrangers and pilgrims, fhould oblige us to abftain from?" 
flefhly Iufts, to live above the things of fenfe, and look upon the' 
with a generous and gracious contempt! (5.) That they might be 
prepared for times of trouble and calamity. Jonadab might, with- 
out a fpirit of prophecy, forefee the deftru&ion of a ..people ft 
wretchedly degenerated, and he would have his family provide 
that if they could not in the peace thereof yet even in the midftof 
the troubles thereof, they might have peace. Let them therefore 
have little to lofe, and then lofing times would be the le/s dreadful 
to them : let them fit loofe to what they had, and then they might 
the eafier be ftript of it. Note, Thofe are in the beft frame to 
meet fufferings, that are mortified to the world, and live a life 
Qf felf-denial. (6.) That in general they might learn to live by 
rule, and under difcipline. It is good for us all to do fo, and teach 
our children to do fb. Thofe that have lived long, as it is 
likely Jonadab had done, when he left this charge to his pofterity 
can fpeak by experience of the vanity of the world, and the dange- 
rous fnares that are in the abundance of its wealth and pleafure? 
and therefore ought to be regarded, when they warn thofe that 
come after them to ftand upon their guard. 

2. We are here told how ftriftly his pofterity oblerved thefe 
rules, ver. 8, 9, 10. ^ They had in their refpe&ive generations all, 
of them obeyed the voice of Jonadab their father, had done acarl 
ing to all that he commanded them. They drank no wine, though, 
they dwelt in a country where there was plenty of it ; their wives 
and children drank no wine, for they that are temperate themfelves 
fhould take care that all under their charge fhould be fo too. They, 
built no houfes, tilled no ground, but lived upon the produ£b of 
their cattle;- This they did partly in obedience to their anceftor, 
and out of a veneration they had for his name and authority, and 
partly from the experience they themfelves had of the benefit of 
living fuch a mortified life. See the force of tradition, and die in-, 
fluence that antiquity, example, and great names, have upon men, 
and how that which feems very difficult will .by long ufage and 
cuftom become eafy, and in a manner natural. 

Now, (i.) As to one of the particulars he had given them in 
charge, we are here told how in a cafe of neceflity they difpenfed 
with the violation of it, ver. 11. When the king of Babylon cam 
into the land, v/ith his army, though they " had hitherto dwelt iu ; 
tents, they now quitted their tents, and came and dwelt in Jeruia- 
lem, and in fuch houfes as they could furnifh themfelves with 
there. Note, The rules of a' ftri£l difcipline muft not be made 
too ftri£t, but fo as to admit of a difpenfation when the neceflity of 
the cafe calls for it ; which therefore in making vows of that na- 
ture, it is wifdom to provide exprefly for, that the way may be , 
made the more clear, and we may not afterwards be forced to fay, 
It was an error, Ecclef. v. 6. and commands of that nature are to 
be underftood with fuch limitations. Thefe Rechabites had tempted 
God, and not trufted him, if they had not ufed proper means for 
their own fakty in a time of common calamity, notwithftandiflg 
the law and cuftom of their family. (2.) As to the other parti- 
cular, we are here told how, notwithftanding the greater urgency, 
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chamber of the princes that joined to it, becaufe he had a meffage 
from God, which would look more like itfelf, when it was deli- 
vered in the chambers of a man of God. There he- not only asked 
the Rechabites, Would they drink any wine, but he fet pots fill 
of wine before them, and cups to drink out of, made the temptation 

as ftrong as poffxble, and faid, Drink ye wine> ye lhall have it° n . 
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a \ you have broken one of the rules of yoar order, in com- 

^ C °Uveat'Teru&lem, why may you . not break this too; and 
j ng to nv^ ^J Jn tfae city ^ do 25 they there do p But the y peremp _ 

W ^i a refilled, they all agreed in the refufal ; No, we will drink no 
10 • for with ua it is againft the law. The prophet knew very 
rJJl u lhpv would deny it, and when they did, urged it no further, 
h Sv that they were ftedfaftly refolved. Note, Thofe temp- 
^° r . arc of no force with men of confirmed fobriety , which . yet 
tat -l° n overcome fuch as, . notwithftanding their convicSUons, are of 
Solution in the paths of virtue. 

. 5 Then came the word of the LORD unto 
TeJemiah, faying, .13. Thus faith the LORD of 
I fts the God of [Ifrael, Go, and tell the men of Ju- 
9 and the j inhabitants of Jerufalem, Will ye not 
Jive mftru&ion to hearken to my. words? faith the 



LORD 



Jonadab 



drink 



re performed ; for unto this day they drink none, but 
*bev their fathers commandment : notwithftanding I 
have fpoken unto you, riling early, and fpeaking, 
but ye hearkned not unto me. 15. I have fent alfo 
unto you all my fervants the prophets, riling up early 
and fending them, faying, Return ye now every man 
from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go 
not after other gods to ferve them, and ye fhall dwell 
in the land, which I have given to you, and to your 
fathers : but ye have not inclined your ear, nor heark- 
ned unto me. 16. Becaufe the fons of Jonadab the 
fon of Rechab, have performed the commandment of 
their father* which he commanded them ; but this 
people hath. not hearkned unto me: 17. Therefore 
thus faith the LORD God of hofts, the God of Ifrael, 
Behold, I will bring upon Judah, and upon all the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, all the evil that I have pro- 
nounced againft them: becaufe I have fpoken unto 
them, but they have not heard, and I have called unto 



them, but they have not anfwered. 



? And J 



remiah faid unto the houfe of the Rechabites, Thus 
faith the LORD of hofts, the God of Ifrael, Be- 
caufe ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab 
your father, and kept all his precepts, and done ac- 
cording to all that he hath commanded you: 19. 
Therefore thus faith the LORD of hofts, the God of 
Ifrael, Jonadab the fon of Rechab fliall not want a 
man to ftand before me for. ever. 

The trial of the Rechabites conftancy was intended but for a fign, 
now here we have the application of it. 

1. The Rechabites obfervance of their father's charge to them, 
is made afe of as an aggravation of the difobedience of the Jews 
to God : Let them fee it, and be aftiamed. The prophet asks 
them in God's name, Will ye not at length receive inflru&ion ? 
ver. 13. Will nothing affect you ? Will nothing fatten upon you ? 
Will nothing prevail to difcover fin and duty to you? You fee 
how obedient the Rechabites are to their father's commandment, 
ver. T4. but you have not inclined your ear to me, ver. 15. though 
one might much more reafonably expeft, that the people of God 
fhould have obeyed him, than that the fons of Jonadab fhould 
have obeyed him ; and the aggravation is very high, for, (1.) The 
Rechabites were obedient to one that was but a man like themfelves, 
that had but the wifdom and power of a man, and was only the 
father of their flefti ; but the Jews were difobedient to an infinite 
and eternal God, that had an abfolute authority over them as the 
father of their fpirits. (2.) Jonadab was long fince dead, and was 
ignorant of them, and could neither take cognizance of their difo- 
bedience to his orders, nor give correction for it ; but God lives 
for ever, to fee how his laws are obferved, and is in a readinefs 
to revenge all difobedience. (3.) The Rechabites were never put 
in mind of their obligations to their father; but God often fent 
his prophets to his people, to put them in mind of their duty to 
him, and yet they would not do it : This is infifted-on here as a 
great aggravation of their difobedience, / have myfelf fpoken to you, 
rifing early, and fpeaking, by the written word, and the dictates 
and admonitions of confeience, ver. 14. Nay, I have fent unto you 
all my fervants the prophets, men like yourfelves, whofe terrors 
ftall not make you afraid, rifing up early, and fending them, ver. 15. 
m& yet all in vain. (4.) Jonadab never did that for his feed 
that God had done for this people ; he left them a charge, but 
feft them no eftate to bear the charge ; but God had given his 
people a good land, and promifed them, if they would be obedient, 
l hey fliould ftill dwell in it : fo that they were bound both in gra- 
titude and intereft to be obedient, and yet they tuould not hear, 
*tay would not hearken. (5.) God did not tic up his people to fo 

much hardfhip, and to fuch inftances of mortification, as Jonadab 

No, 64, 



obliged his feed to j and yet Jonadab V orders were obeyed and 
God's were not. >' ' " ? - 

2. Judgments are threatned, as often before, againft Judah and 
Jerufalem, for their difobedience thus aggravated. The Recha- 
bites fhall rife up in judgment againft them, and (hall condemn 
them ; for they very punctually performed the commandment of their 
father, and continued and perfevered in their obedience to it, ver* 

1 6. but this people, this rebellious and gainfaying people, has not 
hearkned unto me-, and therefore, ver. ly. becaufe they have not 
obeyed the precepts of the- word, God will perform the threat- 
nings of it, / will bring upon them, by the Chaldean army, all the 
evil pronounced agahijl them, both in the law and in the prophets, 
for / have fpoken to them, I have called to them-, fpoken in a ftill 
fmall voice to them that were near, and called aloud to them that 
were at a diftance ; tried all ways and means to convince and 
reduce them; fpoke by his word, called . by his providence, both 
to the fame purpofe, and yet all to no purpofej they, have not heard 9 
nor anfwered* 

3. Mercy is here promifed to the family of the Rechabites, for 
their fteady and unanimous adherence to the laws of their houfe 5 
though it was onljr for the fhaming of Ifrael that their conftancy 
was tried; yet being unfhaken, it was found unto, 'praifc, and ho- 
nour and glory: And God takes occafion from it to tell them, that 
he had favours in referve for them, ver. 18, 19. and they fhould 
have the comfort of them. It is promifed, (1.) That the family 
(hall continue as long as any of the families of Ifrael, among whom 
they were ftrangers and fojourners. It fhall never want a man to 
inherit what they had, though they had no inheritance to leave 
them. Note, Sometimes thofe that have the fmalleft eftates have 
the moft numerous progeny : but he that fends mouths, will be 
fure to fend meat. (2.) That religion fhall continue in the fa- 
mily ; He Jhall not want a man to Jland before me, to ferve me. 
Though they are neither priefts nor Levitcs, nor appear to have 
had any poft in the temple fervicc, yet in a conftant courfe of 
regular devotion they Jland before God, to minifter to him. 
Note, l. The greateft bleffing that can be entailed upon a family, 
is to have the worfhip of God kept up in it, from generation to 
generation. 2. Temperance and felf-denial, and mortification to 
the world, do very much befriend the exercifes of piety, and help 
to tranfmit the obfervance of them to poftcrity. The more dead 
we are to the delights of fenfe, the better we are difpofed for the 
fervice of God ; but nothing is more fatal to the entail of religion 
in a family than pride and luxury. 



CHAP. XXXVI, 



Here is another expedient tried to work upon this heedlefs and unto- 
ward people, but it is tried in vain. A roll of a book is provided^ 
containing an abfirad or abridgment of all the fermons that Jere- 
miah had preached to them, that they might be put in mind of 
what they had heard, and might the better . underfiand it, when 
they had it all before them at one view. Noiv here we have % 
(1.) The writing of this roll by Baruch, as Jeremiah diclated it 9 

(2.) The reading of the roll by Baruch to all the 



ver. 1 



4 



people publickly on a fajl-day, ver. 5, — 10. afterwards by Ba- 
ruch to the princes privately, ver. II,— 19. and, laflly, by Jehudi 
to the king, ver. 20, 21. (3.) The burning of the roll by the 
king, with orders to profecute Jeremiah and Baruch, ver« 
22,-26. (4.) The writing of another roll, with large additi- 
ons, particularly of Jehoiakinis doom for burning the former* 

ver. 27,-32, 



A 



N D it came to pafs in the fourth year of Je- 
hoiakim, the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, 
; word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, 
faying, 2. Take thee a roll of a book, and write 



words 



unto thee 



againft Ifrael, and againft Judah, and againft all the 
nations, from the day I fpake unto thee, from the 
days of Jofiah even unto this day. 3. It may be 
that the houfe of Judah will hear all the evil which 
I purpofe to do unto them ; that they may return 
every man from his evil way, that I may forgive 
their iniquity and their fin. 4. Then Jeremiah cal- 
led Baruch the fon of Neriah ; and Baruch wrote 
from th© mouth of Jeremiah, all the words of the 
LORD, which he had fpoken unto him, upon a roll 

5. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, 
I am fhut up, I cannot go into the- houfe of 
the LORD: 6. Therefore go thou and read in the 
roll, which thou haft written from my mouth, the 
words of the LORD, in the ears of the people, in 
the LORDs houfe upon the fafting-day; and alfo 
thou (halt read them in the ears of all Judah, that 
come out of their cities, 7. It may be. they will .pre- 
ss D tent 



of a book, 
faying 
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|enc their fupplication before the. LORD, and \vill 
TetuVri every one from his evil way 5 for great is the 
£ n ges::£nd the fury that the LORD hath pronounced 
-agairift this people. 8> And Baruch the Ton of Ne- 
riah did according to all that Jeremiah the . prophet 
feommanded him, reading in the book the Swords of 
the LORD ' in the LORD5 houfe. 



* ■ 

- In the beginning of Ezckiefs pYqphecy, we meet with a roll 
Written -in vi/ibn, for difcovery of the things , therein contained to 
the prophet himfelf, who was to receive and digeft them, Mzel\ 
ii. 10. and iiL 1. Here, in the latter end of Jeremiah's prophecy^ 
we meet with a roll, written in faft, for difcqvery of the things 
contained therein to the people, who were to hear, and give heed 
totheni ; for the written word, and other ^ood books, are pf 
great ufe both to minifters^ahd people. We have here;, . 

1. The command which God gave to Jeremiah, to. write a 
fumixiary of his fermons, ; of all the reproofs and all the warnings 
he had given in God's name to his people, /.ever fince he firft began 
to be a preacher, in the 13th year of Jofiah, to this day* which 
was in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, ver. 2, 3. What' had been 
Ipoken only muft now be written, that it might be reviewed, and 
that it might fpread the further, and laft the longer. What had 
been fpoken at large, with frequent repetitions of the fame things, 
perhaps in the fame words, which " has its advantage one way, 
muft now be contracted, and put into le/s compafe, that the feve-: 
ral parts of it might be better compared together, which has its 
advantage another way. What they had Heard once muft be 
recapitulated, and rehear fed to them again, that what was forgot- 
ten might he called to. mind again, and what ma.de no impreflion 
upon them at the firft hearing, might take hold of them when 
they heard it the fecond time. And what was perhaps already 
written and pubhfhed in fingle fermons, muft be collected into one 
volume, that none might be loft. Note, The* writing . of the 
fcripture is by divine appointment : Anil obferve, The realbn here 
given for the writing of this roll, ver. 3. It may be. the houfe of 
jfitdab will bear. Not that the divine preference was at any un- 
certainty concerning the event, with that there is no peradven- 
turej God knew certainly that they would deal very treacheroujly, 
Ifa. xlviii. 8. But the divine wifdom directed to this as, a proper 
means for attaining the defired end, which, if it did not, they 
would be the more inexcufable. And "though God forefaw they 
would not hear, he did not tell the prophet fo, but prefcribes this 
method to him as a probable one, .to be ufed, in hopes they will 
hear j will hear y that is, will heed arid regard what they hear, 
will take notice of it, and mix faith with it: for, qtherwife our. 
hearing of die word, though an angel from heaven were to read 
or preach it unto us, would ftand us in no ftead. Now obferve 
here, (1.) What it is hoped they will thus hear, All that evil 
which I purpofe to do unto them. Note, The ferious. confideration 
of the certain fatal confluences of fin, will be of great ufe to us* to 
bring us to God. (2.) What it is hoped will be produced thereby, 
%hey will hear j that they may return every ?nan from his evil way. 
Note, The converfion of finners from their evil courfes, is that 
which minifters fhould aim at in preaching, and people hear 
the word in vain, if that point be not gained with them. To 
what purpofe do we hear of the evil God will bring upon us for 
fin, if we continue notwithftanding to do evil againft him? 
(3.) Of what vaft advantage their confideration and . converfion 
•will be to them; that I may forgive their iniquity. This plainly 
implies the honour of God's juftice, with which it' is not con fi- 
ftent that he fhould forgive the fin, unlefs the {inner repent of it, 
and "turn from it ; but it plainly exprefieth the honour of his mercy,' 

and only waits till the finner 
and therefore ufeth various 

• - » • 

means to bring us to repentance, that he may. forgive. 

2. The inftruclions which Jeremiah gave to Baruch his fcribe, 
purfuant to this command he had received from God, and the 
Writing of the roll accordingly, ver. 4. God bid Jeremiah write, 
but it fhould feem he had not the pen of a ready writer*, he could 
not write, faft, or not fair, fo as Baruch could, and therefore he 
niade ufe of him as his amanuenfis. St. Paul wrote but few of his 
epiftles with his own hand, Gal. vi. ill Rom. xvi. 22. God dif- 
penfeth his gifts varioufly ; fome have a good faculty at fpeaking, 
others at writing; and neither can fay to the other, We have, no 
need* of yote 9 1 Cor. xii. 21; The Spirit of God dictated to Jere- 
miah, and he to Baruch, who had been employed by Jeremiah 
as truftee for him in his purchafe of the field, chap: xxxii. T 2. 
and now was advanced to be his fcribe, and fubftitute in his pro- 
phetical office ; and, if we may credit the Apocryphal book, that 
bears his name, he wa9 afterwards himfclf a prophet to the captives, 
in Babylon; . Tho/e that begin low, are likely to rife, high, and it 
is good for thofe that are defigned for prophets, to. have their 
education under prophets, and be lerviceable to them, Baruch 
wrote what Jeremiah dictated in a roll of a book> on pieces of 
parchment or vellum, which were joined together, the top of 
one to the bottom of the other, fo making one long fcroll, 
Syhich was rolled perhaps upqii a^#aft* 



that he is very ready to forgive fin, i 
be qualified to receive forgivenefs; 



3* a he orders wiiich Jeremiah jgj&ye.to Baruch,. to read u ,: 
he: had written to the people. " Jeremiah.- it £r*iW.^.._l * vv ^t 



houfe 



ne -was not a cioie prnoner, tor men tnere pad been rioocc^f ' 
fend officers -to* feize : him, v,er„ %6. yet he. Was fo : rbidd^^\ l ° n ? 
king to appear /in the; temple, .was fliut; : out the(ic£ wl^re fc 
might be fervirig <3od,-;airjd doing good,; which was as bad to li- 
as if > he had • been fliut • up • in a dungeon. ' ' Jehoiakim was rin 
apace for ruin wKeiv he 3 thus filenced '' God's faithful m^Tei^ 
But when Jeremiah could not go to the r temple htm/elf '''Ke?^ 
one that was deputed by him, to read to the people what he v ^ 
hiinfelf: have faich - Thus St. Paul 'wrote epiftles to thecbufcf 
whiqh h^ could .not vifit in perfon. -;Nay, it was what -he hini<W- 
hac| often faid to them.. Note, The^ritmg and repeating . of t k 
fermons tjiat have r heen preached, ijfoyi : c^ftflihpt^ very: ;rouch tQ C 
waVds^the/anfwenrig of the great encfe. of-. preAChiag;.' . -What 
have heard and JcnQWJij it is goocl fpr y&^Jattx j^uns tht \\l 
may know it better.* To preach and write'the 'fame xhm* j 3 f>r 
and " profitable, and rnany' times very ' Jtieeeiife rj^ . J 3 ^//. " (ii ^ ^rj and 
we. muft: be glad to hear a good worct frbm* : Godi ^though : ^ei ha ' 
it as here at_feQptvd hand. Both;.mini'ffers a?id peo^e-'muftV 
what they can, when they cannot do .wh^t they would. Obferv^ 
' When God , ordered the reading of the : 'rpll,. he &xd 9 :7t z may L 

■ they will hear, and return, from their evil -way v ver. . 3* 

\ remiah orders it, he filthy '// may be, they.wfil pray* (they yill *^ 
feni iheir-fupplicqtion before the Lordyssii will return; from \.ih}vt *. 
vil. way.- Note, Prayer to God for grace to turn us is n^ceiTarir' 
2 in. order ;.to our turnings and thofe that are. convinced' by \ll 
• word of- God of the. neceffity of returning- to him, will prefe^ 

■ their Tupplications to him for that .grace: . And/ the confideration 
of this, that great is the anger which God has pronounced- againft ul 
for fin, fhould quicken both our prayers and, Qq^ .endeavomv 

.Now according to thefe orders, Baruch -did. read out of the book tht 

■ words of the Lord; whenever there was a holy convocation* ver 8 

* ♦ * • . • • * • 

9. And it came to pafs^iix ^the fifth year of jehoia- 
kim the fon of" 'jofiah king of Judah, in jhc ninth! 
month, that they proclaimed a Taft before tl\e LORD 
to all the people in Jerufalem, and to all the people 
that came from the cities of judah unto Jerusalem. 
io. Then read Baruch in the book, the words of Jere- 
miah in the houfe of the LORD, in the chamber q{ 

Shaphan the fcribe,, in the. higher 
entry, of the new gate of the. LORDa 



court, at the 

houfe in the ears of all the people." 1 j. J. When Mi-' 
chaiah the fon of Gemariah the fqn of Shaphan, had 
heard put of the-, book all the words: of the LQEK 
12/ Then he went down, into the kings hpufe .irtto tte 

fcribes chamber, and lb, all the princes fat there, even 



fcribe 



Achbor 



HananiaJi 



Michaiah 



:and Elnathai 

•fon of Shaphan,' a!nd Zc 
' and all the princes. xg 

to them all the" words that he had heard when Baruch. 
: read the book in the ears of the people. 14. There- 
fore all the princes fent Jehudi the lbn of Nethankh, 
the fon of Shelemiah, the fon of Culhi, unto Baruch, 
laying, Take- in thine hand the roll wherein thou haft 
read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch. 
the fon of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came 
unto them. 15. And they fard unto him, Sit down 
now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in 
their ears. 16. Now it came to pafs when they had 
heard all the words, they were, afraid both one and 0- 
ther, and faid unto Baruch, We will furely tell the 
king of all thefe words. 17. And they asked Baruch, 
.faying, Tell us' now, How didft thou write all thefe 
words at his mouth ? 18. Then Baruch anfwered 
them, He pronounced all thefe words unto me with 
his mouth, and I wrote thevi with ink in the book. 
19. Then laid the princes, unto Baruch, Go hide thee, 
thou and Jeremiah, and. let no man know where ye h. 

It fliould feem that Baruch had been frequently reading out of 
the book, to all companies that would give him the hearing, be- 
fore the moft folemn read ins; of it all together, which is here fpo- 
ken of ; for the directions were given about it in the fourth y 'ear oj 
Jehoiakim) whereas this was dene in the fifth year, ver. 9. But 
.fome think, that the writing of the book fair over took up To 
much time, that it was another year cr.e it was perfected ; and yet, 
perhaps, it might not be paft a month or two, he might begin it 
in the latter end. of the fourth year, and fuiiHh it in the bogimiing 
of the fifth, for the ninth month refers to the computation of the 

year in general,^ not to the year pf. that, reign. Now obferve here, 

■ 

1. The 
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' *' The government appointed a publick . fafi to be religioufly 
tf 'ved ver - 9' cither" upon the account of the diftrefs they were 
~£ Viiito " b y the ann y c<: . tne Chaldeans, br of the want of 
'^cBaP* ** v# x ' proclaimed a fajl to ' the people ; whether 

?e Line and princes, or the priefts ordered triis faft, is" not cer- 
* but it was plain God by his providence called them aloud to 
? in ']sjoter G reat fh ews °f piety and devotion may be found even 
%OSOL thofe, who, though they keep up thefe firmi of .godlinefs, 
ft^ngers and .enemies to the* power of it. . But what v/ill fucH 
h^DOcriocaLfervices avail ?. Fafting without reforming, and turn- 
* a away froth fin* will never . turn away the judgments'of God,' 
%%ah iiu xo..- Notwithftanding this, faft, Godr.groceeded in his 
ntroverfy. with this people. ........ 

^2 Baruch r cpeated - Jeremiah's fermons publickly in the houfe of 
\ Lord j on 3 the" faft-day f He ftopd in a chamber that belonged 
Gemanah|. and out of a window, or balcony, read to the peo- 
le that were : in the court, 1 ver. io. Note, When ' we are fpeak- 
? to God^ we muft be willing to hear from him '; and therefore 
3 n <] a y S v pfi fafting' and prayer, it.is^requifite that the word be read 
and preached. Hearken unto me, that God may hearken %into you, 

We. For our help hl fuing out : ?. n d grace, it is. 

proper we fhould ,be told of fin and duty. 

Ari account was brought of this to the princes that attended 
the : court, and were now together in the fecretary's office, here 
called the fcribe's chamber^ Ver. 12. It fhould feem, though the 
nrinces had called the people, to meet in the houfe of God, to faft 
and pray, and hear the word, . they did not think fit to attend there 
themfclves, which was a frgn that it was not from a principle of 
true devotion, but meerly for fafhion-fake, that they proclaimed 
this fait." '.We. are willing to hope, that it was not with an ill de- 
cern to bring Jeremiah into trouble for his preaching; but with 
2 %od defign, to bring the princes into trouble for their fins, that 
Miehaiah informed the princes of what Baruch had read ; for his 
father Gemariah fo far countenanced Baruch, as to lend him his 
chamber to read out of. Miehaiah finds the princes fitting in the 
fa-ibis chamber* and tells them, they had better have been where 
he had been, hearing a good fermon in the temple, which he 
gives them the heads of. Note, When we have heard fbme good 
word that has affecSted and edified us, we fliould be ready to com- 
municate it to others, that did not hear it, for their edification • 
Out of the abundance of the ' heart the mouth fpe'aks. ...... 

4. Baruch is fent for, and is ordered to fit down among them, 
and read it all over again to them, ver. 14, 15. which he readily 
did, not complaining that he was weary with his publick work, 
and therefore defiring to be excufed ; nor upbraiding the princes 
with their being abfent from the temple, where they might have 
heard it, when he read it there. Note, God's minifters muft be- 
come all things to all men, if by any means they may gain fome y 
muft comply with them in circumftances, that they may fecure 
the fubftance. St. Paul preached privately to them or reputation, 
GaL ii. 2. 

5. The princes were for the prefent much affected with the 
word that was read to them, ver. 16. Obferve, They heard all 
the words, they did not interrupt him, but very patiently attended 
to the reading of the whole book ; for other wife how could they, 
make a competent judgment of it? And when they had heard all, 
they were afraid, were all afraid, one as well as another j like Fe- 
lix, who trembled at Paul's rcafonings : The reproofs were juft, 
and the threatnings terrible, and the predictions now in a fair way 
to be. fulfilled. 3 fo that laying all together, they were in a great 
confternation. We are not told what impreffions this reading of 
the roll made upon the people, ver. 12. but the princes were put 
into a fright by it, and (as fome read it) looked one upon another, 
not knowing what to fay. They were all convinced it was wor- 
thy to. be regarded, but none of them had courage to fecond it, 
only they agreed to tell the king of all thefe words ; and if he think 
fit to giv© credit to them, they will, otherwife not, no, though it 
were to prevent the ruin of the nation : And yet at the fame time 
they knew the king's mind fo far, that they ad vi fed Baruch and 
Jeremiah to hide themfclves, ver. 19. and to fhift as they could 
for their own fafety, expecting no other but that the king, in— 
flcad of being convinced, would be exafperated. Note, It is com- 
mon for finners under convictions to endeavour to fhake them off, 
by fliifting off the profecution of them to other perfbns, as thefe 
princes here, or to another more conveyiiciit feafon, as Felix, 

6. They asked Baruch a trifling queftion, How he wrote all 
thefe zvords p ver. 17. as if they fufpeiled there was fomething ex- 
traordinary in it ; but Baruch gives them a plain anfwer, that 
there was nothing; but what was common in the manner of the 
writing, Jeremiah dictated, and he wrote, ver. 18. But thus it is 
common for thofe who would avoid the convictions of the word of 
God, to ftart needlefs queftions about the way and manner of the 
migration of it. 



20. 5 And they went in to the king into the court, 
but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elifhama 

J«e fcribe, and told all the words 
king 



the ears of the 



21. So the king lent Jehudi to tet the roll, and 

he took it out of Elilhama the fcribes chamber, and 



Jehudi read it 
of all the princes which flood befidcTthe kinoT~ 
Now the king fat in the winter- houfe, in the ninth 
month ; and there was a fire on the hearth burning be^- 
fore him, 23. And it came to pafs, that when Jehudi 
had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the pen- 
knife, and caft it into the fire that" was on the hearth'* 
until all the roll was confumed in the fire that was on 
the heartrn 24. Yet they were riot afraid, nor rent 
their^arments, neither the king, nor any of his fer* 
vants that heard all thefe words. 25; Neverthele&* 
Elnathan, and Delaiah, and Gemariah had made inl 
terceffion to the king, that he would not burn the roll* 
but he would not hear them. 



Jerahmeel the fon of Hammelech 



com 



the fon of Azriel, and Shelemiah the fon of Abdeel* 
to take Baruch the fcribe, and Jeremiah the prophet 2 
but the LORD hid them. 27. ? Then the word of 
the LORD came to Jeremiah 
burnt the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at 
the mouth of Jeremiah) faying, 28. Take thee again 
another roll, and write in it all the former words that 
were in the firft roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Ju^ 
dah hath burnt. 29. And thou fhalt fay to Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, thus faith the LORD, Thou haft 
burnt this roll, faying, Why 
faying, The king of Babylor 

deftroy this land, and fhall caufe to ceafe from thence 
man and beaft ? 30. Therefore thus faith the LORD, 
~ Jehoiakim king of Judah, He 



fhall 



upon the throne of David, and his dead body lhall be 
caft out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the 
froft. 31. And I will puniih him and his feed, and 
his fervants, for their iniquity, and I will bring upon 



* 

Judah 



j 



ced againfl them, but they hearkened not. 



Jeremiah 



5 



Neriah 



Jehoiakim 



Jeremiah 



•r — 0 -* ———1 

there were added befides unto them many like words. 

We have traced the roll to the people, and to the princes, and 
here we are to follow it to the king ; and we find, 

1. That upon notice given him concerning it, he Cent for it, 
and ordered it to be read to him, ver. 20, 21. He did not defire 
that Baruch would come and read it himfelf, who could read it 
more intelligently, and with more authority and afre&ion than any 
one elfe ; nor did he order one of his princes to do it, though it 
had been no difparagement to the greateft of them, much" le/s 
would he vouchfafe to read it himfelf ; but Jehudi, one of his pa- 
ges now in waiting, that was fent to fetch it, is bid to read it* 
who, perhaps, fcarce knew how to make fenfe of it : But thofe 
who thus'defpife the word of God will foon make it to appear, a3 
this king here did, that they hate it too, and have not only low 
but ill thoughts of it. 

2. That he had not patience to hear it read through* as the 
princes had, but when he had heard three or four leaves read, in 
a rage cut it with his penknife, and threw it piece by piece into 
the fire, that , he might be fure to fee it all confumed, ver. 22, 234 
This was a piece of as daring impiety as a man could lightly be 
guilty of, and a moft impudent affront to the God of heaven, 
whofe mefiage this was. 1. Thus he fhe wed his impatience of 
reproof, being refolved to perlift in lin, he would by no means 
bear to be told of his faults* 2. Thus he fhewed his indignation 
at Baruch and Jeremiah ; he would have cut them in pieces, and 
burnt them, if he had had them in his reach, when he was in this 
paffion. 3. Thus he expreft an obftinate refblution never to com- 
ply with the defigns and intentions of the warnings given him j 
he will do what he will, whatfoever God by his prophets faith to 
the contrary. 4. Thus he foolifhly hoped to defeat the threatnings 
denounced againft him ; as if God knew not how to execute the 
fentence when the roll was gone in which it was written* 
5. Thus he thought he had effi e&ually provided, that the things; 
contained in this roll fhould fpread rid further, which was the care 
of the chief priefts concerning the gofpel, Acts iv. 17* They had 
told him how this roll had been read to the people and to the prin- 
ces, but (faith he) I will take a courfe it fhall never be read more* 
See what an enmity againfl God there is in the carnal mind* and 
wonder at the patience of God, that he bears with fuch indignir 
ties done to him ! 

3. That neither the king himfelf, nor any of his princes, were 

at all atFc&ed with the word, they ivere not afraid^ ver, 24. no, 
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trot thofe princes that trembled at the word, when they heard it the 
iferft time, &er. t6. So fbon, fo eafily do good irnpreflions wear 
off! They Ihewed fome concern till they faw how light the king 
■made of it, and then they (hook off all that concern. They rent 
tiot their garments, as Jofiah did ; this Jehoiakim's own father did, 
when he had the book of the law read to him, though it was not fo 
'particular as the contents of this roll were, nor fo immediately a- 
ifepted to the prefent pofture of affairs, 

4. That thefe were three of the princes, who had fo much 
lenfe and grace left, as to interpofe for the preventing of the burn- 
ing of the roll, but in vain, wr. 25. If they had from the firft 
Ihewed themfelves, as they ought to have done, affe&ed with the 
word, perhaps, they might have brought the king to a better 
tnind, and have perfwaded him to hear it patiently; but many 
times they that will not do the good they fhould, put it out of 
their own power to do the good they would. 

5. That Jehoiakim, when he had thus in efie£fc burnt God's 
Warrant, by which he was arretted, as it were in a way of re- 
venge, now he thought he had got the better, figned a warrant 
for the apprehending of Jeremiah and Baruch, God's minifters, 

26* But the Lord hid them. The princes bid them abfcond, 
ver* it), but it was neither the princes care for_them, nor theirs 
for themfelves, that fecured them, it was under the divine prote- 
£fcion that they were fafe. , Note, God will find out a fhelter for 
his people, though their perfecutors be never lb induftrious to get 
them into their power, till their hour is come ; nay, and then he 
will himfelf be their hiding place. 

6. That Jeremiah had orders and inftru&ions to write the fame 
words in another roll, that were written in the roll which Jehoi- 
akim had burnt, ver. 27, 28. Note, Though the attempts of hell 
fcgainft the word of God are very daring, yet not one iota or tit- 
tle of it fliall fall to the ground, nor fhall the unbelief of man 
make the word of God of none cffe£t. Enemies may prevail to 
burn many a bible, but they cannot abolifh the word of God, can 
neither extirpate it, nor defeat the accomplifiiment of it. Though 
the tables of the law were broken, they were renewed again ; and 
fo out of the aflies of the roll that was burnt arofe another Phoenix. 
Ithe word of the Lord endures for ever. 

That the king of Judah, though he be a king, Ihall be 1c- 
verely reckoned with by the King of kings for this indignity done 
to the written word* God took notice whajt it was in the roll 
that Jehoiakim took fo much offence at : He was angry, becauie 
it was written therein y faying, Surely the king of Babylon Jhall come 
mid defray this land, ver. 29. And did not the king of Babylon 
come two years before this, and go far towards the defraying of 
this land? - He did fb, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, 7. in his third year, 
Dan. i. 1. So that God and his prophets were therefore become 
%is enemies, becaufe they told him the truth, told him of the defola- 
tioh that was coming, but at the fame time putting him into a fair 
way to prevent it. .But if this be the thing he takes fo heinoufly, 
let him know, I. That the wrath of God fhall come upon him 
and his family in the firft place, by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar ; 
he fhall be cut off, and in a few weeks his fon fhall be dethroned, 
and exchange his royal robes for prifon garments, fo that he Jhall 
have ?w)ve to ft upon the throne of David ; the glory of that ilhi- 
ftrious houfe fhall be eclipfed, and die in him his dead body fhall 
lie unburied, or, which comes all to one, he Jhall be buried with 
the burial of an afs, that is thrown into the next ditch ; it fhall 
lie expofed to all weathers, heat and fro/7, which will occafion its 
putrefying and becoming lothfome the fboner. " Not that his bo- 
46 dy (faith Mr. Gataker) could be fenfible of fuch ufege, or him- 
4C felf, being deceafed, of ought that fhould befal his body ; but 
%t that the fight of a king's body in fuch a condition fhould be a 
c * hideous fpectacle, and a horrid monument of God's heavy wrath 
and indignation againft him, unto all that fhould behold it." 
Even his feed and his fcrvants fhall fare the worfe for their relati- 
on to him, ver. 31. for they fhall be puniflied, not for his iniqui- 
ty, but fo much the fooner for their own. 2. That all the evil 
pronounced againft Judah and Jerufalem in that roll, fhall be 
brought upon them. Though the copy be burnt, the original re- 
mains in the divine counfel, which fhall again be copied out after 
another manrer in bloody characters. Note, There is no efca-r 
ping God's judgments by ftruggling with them 3 who ever hardncd 
bis heart againfl God and profpered ? 

■ Laftly, That when the roll was written anew, there were ad- 
ded to the former many like words, ver. 32. many more threat- 
nings of wrath and vengeance ; for fince they will yet walk con- 
trary to God, he will heat the furnace feveii times hotter. Note, As 
God is in one mind, and none can turn him, fo he hath ftill 
more arrows in his quiver ; and thofe who contend with God's 
woes, do but prepare for themfelves heavier of the fame kind. 




CHAP. XXXVII. 

* 

*l%is chapter brings us very near the defru&ion of Jerufalem by the 
Chaldeans, for the flory of it lies in the latter end of Zedckiah's 
- reign ; we have in it, 1 . A general idea of the ill character of 
that reign, ver. 1, 2. 2. *fhe mej/age which Zedekiah notwith- 

' ~ " The 



Jlattering hopes which the people bad. conceived, that the Chain " 
ans would quit the ftege of Jerufalem, ver. "4. 4. <T} U 1 af[ui a n 
God gave them by Jeremiah (who was now at liberty , , ver f\ 
that the Chaldean army Jlocidd renew^ the^fiege, and take the* tit 
ver. 6,-«-io. 5. ^fhc imprifonmcnt of Jeremiah, under ' pret^ 
that he was a deferter, ver. 11, — 15. 6. The kindnejs ufal 
Zedekiah Jhewedhim when he was a prifoner, ver. 16,-21. ' 



• 1 



i» A ND king Zedekiah the fon of Jofiah reig nec j 
XX in ftcad of Coniah: the fon of Jehoiakim 
whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in 
the land of Judah. = 2. But neither he, nor his f eN 
vants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the 
words of the LORD, which, he fpake by the prophet 
Jeremiah. 3. And Zedekiah the king fent Jehucal the 
fon of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the fon of Maafeiah 
the prieft* to the prophet Jeremiah, faying, Pray now 
unto the LORD our God for us. 4. Now Jeremiah 
came in and went out among the people : for they had 

5. Then Pharaohs army >v a s 
come forth out of Egypt : and when the Chaldeans that 

befieged Jerufalem, heard tidings of them, 
parted from Jerufalem- 



not put him into prifon. 



Jlandingfent to Jeremiah to def 



3 



they de- 

6. ? Then came the word of 
the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, faying, 7 
Thus faith the LORD, the God of Ifrael, Thus Ml 
ye fay to the king of Judah, that fent you unto me to 
enquire of me* Behold, Pharaohs . army which is come 

forth to help you, fhall return to 'Egypt into their own 
land. 8. And the Chaldeans fhall come again, and 
fight againft this city, and take it, and burn it with 
fire. 9. Thus faith the LORD, Deceive not your 
felves, faying, The Chaldeans ihaH furely depart from 
us: for they fhall not depart. 10. Fof though ye had 
fmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight a- 
gainft you, and there remained ha wounded men a- 
mong them, yet fhould they rife up every man in his 
tent, and burn this city with fire. 

Here is, 1. Jeremiah's preaching flighted, ver. r, 2. Zedejci- 
ah fucceeded Coniah, or Jeconiah, and though he faw in his pre- 
deceflbr the fatal confequences of contemning the word of God, 
yet he did not take warning, nor give any more regard to it than 
others had done before him. Neither he nor his courtiers, nor the 
people of the land, hear hied iinto the words of the Lord, though 
they already began to be fulfilled. Note, Thofe have hearts 
wretchedly hard indeed, that fee God's judgments on others, and 
feel them on themfelves, and yet will not be hurriblediand brought 
to. heed what he faith. Thefe here had proof fufficient that it was 
the Lord that fpake by Jeremiah the prophet, and yet they would 
not hearken to him. 

2. Jeremiah's prayers defired. Zedekiah fent meflengers to him, 
faying, Pray now unto the Lord our God for us. So he did, chap. 
xxi. 1, 2. and one of the meflengers, Zephaniah, is the fame 
there and here, Zedekiah is to be commended for this, and it 
{hews he had fbme good in him, fbme fenfe of his need of God's 
favour, and of his own unworthinefs to ask it for himfelf, and 
fome value for good people and good minifters, that had an inte- 
reft in heaven. Note, When we are in diftrefs, we ought to de- 
fire the prayers of our minifters and chriftian friends, for thereby 
we put an honour upon prayer, and an efteern upon our bre- 
thren. Kings themfelves fhould look upon their praying people, 

I as the ftrength oPthe nation, Zech. xii. 5, 10. and yet this doth 
but help to condemn Zedekiah out of his own mouth ; If indeed 
he looked upon Jeremiah as a prophet, whofe prayers might avail 
much both for him and his people, why did he not then believe 
him, and hearken to the words of the Lord, which he fpake by 
him ? He defired his good prayers, but would not take his good 
counfel, nor be ruled by him, though he fpake in God's name, 
and it appears by this, he knew he did. Note, It is common for 
thofe to delire to be prayed for, that yet will not be advifed ; but 
herein they put a cheat upon themfelves ; for how can we expeft 
that God fhouJd hear others fpeaking to him for us, if we will not 
hear them fpeaking to us from him, and for him. Many that de- 
fpife prayer when they are in profperity, will be glad of it when 
they are in adverfity : Now, Give us of your oil. When Zede- 
kiah fent to the prophet to pray for him, he had better have fent 
for the prophet to pray with him ; but he thought that below 
him ; and how can they expert the comforts of religion, that will 
not ftoop to the fervices of it ? 

3. Jerufalem flattered by the retreat of the Chaldean army from 
it. Jeremiah was now at liberty, ver. 4. he went in and out 
mong the people, might freely fpeak to them, and be Ipoken toby 
them ; Jerufalem alfo for the prefent was at liberty, ver. 5- Ze- 
dekiah, though a tributary to the king of Babylon, had entreo 
into a private league with Pharaoh king of Egypt, Ezek. xvii. i$* 
purfuant to which, when the king of Babylon came to clw 1 ! 0 
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Ghap. XXXVII 



for his treachery* the king of Egypt, though he came no 
in perfon after that great defeat which Nebuchadnezzar gave 
v^° re *n the rei<m of Jehoiakim, 2 Kings xxiv. 7. yet fent fome 
l linl 1 tn rclieve°TerufaJem, when it was befieged ; upon notice of 



^ rCeS nroac^ of "which the Chaldeans raifed the fiege, probably, 
for fear of them, but in policy, to fight them at a di fiance, 
any of tne Je w ^h f° rces could join them. From this they 
i-a^ed themfelves to hope, that Jerufalem was delivered for 
C !lodand all out of the hands of its enemies, and that the florm 
^ uite blown oyer. Note, Sinners are commonly hardned in 
TVVecurity by the intermiflions oiF judgments, and the flow pro- 
d'ngs of them j and thofe who will not be awakened by the 
word of God, may juftly be lulled afleep by the providence of 

Terufalem threatned with the return of the Chaldean army, 
d with ruin by it. Zedekiah fent to Jeremiah to defire him to 
311 for them, that the Chaldean army might not return ;. but 
T^cmiah fends them word back, that the decree was gone forth, 
d it was but a folly for them to expect peace, for God had be- 
3 a controverfy with them, which he would make an end of. 
f&L faith the Lord, Deceive not your f elves, ver. 9. Note, Satan 
Vmfelf though he is the great deceiver, could not deceive us, if 
did'not deceive our felves ; and thus finners are their own dc- 
fooyers, by being their own deceivers ; which this is an aggrava- 
tion of' that they are fo frequently warned of it, and cautioned 
pot to deceive themfelves ; and they have the word of God, the 
great defign of which is to undeceive them. Jeremiah ufeth no 
Irk metaphors, but tells them plainly, 

That the Egyptians fhall retreat, and either give back, or 
be forced back into their own land, Ezek. xvii. 17. which wa s 
faid of old, Ifa. xxx. 7. is here faid again, ver. 7. That the E- 
cyptians fhall help in vain ; they fhall not dare to face the Chal- 
dean army, but fhall retire with precipitation. Note, If God 
help us not, no creature can. As no power can prevail againft 
God, fo none can avail without God, nor countervail his depar- 
tures from us. 

(2.) That the Chaldeans fhall return, and fhall renew the fiege, 
and profecute it with more vigour than ever. They flail not depart 
for good and all, ver. 9. Tlicyjfjall come again, ver. 8. they fhall 
fight againft the city. Note, God has the fovereign command of 
all the hofts of men, even of thofe that know him not, that own 
him not, and they are all made to ferve his purpofes : He directs 
their marches, their counter-marches, their retreats, their returns, 
as pleafeth him, and furious armies, like Jlormy winds, in all their 
motion's, are fulfilling his word. 

■ (3-) That Jerufalem fhall certainly be delivered into the hand of 
(cA Chaldeans, they fhall take it, and burn it with fire, ver, 8. 
The fentence paft upon it fhall be executed, and they fhall be the 
executioners. O but (fay they) the Chaldeans are withdrawn, 
they have quitted the enterprize as impracticable ; and though they 
have, faith the prophet, nay, though you had /mitten their army, 
fo that many were flain, and all the reft wounded, yet thofe 
wounded men Jhould rife up, and burn this city, ver. 10. This is 
defigned to fpeak the doom paft upon Jerufalem irrevocable, and 
its deftru&ion inevitable ; it muft be laid in ruins, and thefc Chal- 
deans are the men that muft do it, and it is now in vain to think 
of evading the ftroke, or contending with it. Note, Whatever 
inftruments God has determined to make ufe of in any fervice for 
him, whether of mercy or judgment, they fhall accomplifh that 
for which they are defigned, whatever incapacity or disability they 
may lie under or be reduced to. Thofe by whom God has refol- 
ded to fave, or to deftroy, faviours they fhall be, and xieftroyers 
they fhall be, yea, though they were all wounded ; for as when 
God has work to do, he will not want inftruments to do it with, 
though they may fecm far to feek ; fo when he has chofen his in- 
ftruments, they fhall do the work, though they may feem very 
unlikely to accomplifh it. 

it. 5 And it came to pafs that when the army of the 
Chaldeans was broken up from Jerufalem for fear of 
Pharaohs army, 1 2 . Then Jeremiah went forth out of 
Jerufalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to feparate 

' ~ " " And 
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himfelf thence in the mids of- the people, 
when he_\vas in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the 
ward was there, whofe name was Irijah, the fon of 
Shelemiah, the fon of Hananiah, and he took Jeremi- 
ah the prophet, faying, Thou falleft away to the Chal- 
deans. 14. Then faid Jeremiah, // is falfe, I fall not 
away to the Chaldeans : but he hearkned not to him : 
Jo Irijah took Jeremiah and brought him to the princes. 
1 5* Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, 
and fmote him, and put him in prifon in the houfe of 
Jonathan the fcribe for they had made that the pri- 
lon - 16. 5 When Jeremiah was entred into the dun- 
geon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained 
there many days : 1 7. Then Zedekiah the king fent, 

and took him out 5 and the king asked him fecretly 



in his houfe-, and faid, Is there any word from th* 
LORD ? and Jeremiah f lid, There is': for, laid he' 
thou lhalt be delivered into the hand of the kino- o£ 
Babylon. 18. Moreover, Jeremiah laid unto king Ze- 
\ dekiah, What have I offended againft thee, or againft 
thy fervants, or againft this people, that ye have put 
me in prifon? 19, Where are now your prophets 
which prophefied unto you, faying, The kins of Ba^- 

lhall 



bylon 
land ? 



not come • againft you* nor againft this 
20. Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my. 
lord the king, let my fupplication, I pray thee, be 
accepted before thee that thou caufe me not to return 
to the houfe of Jonathan the fcribe, left I die there. 21. 
Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they fhould 
commit Jeremiah into the court of the prifon, and that 
they fhould give him daily a piece of bread out of the 
bakers ftreet, until all the bread in the city were fpent* 
Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prifom 



We have here a further account concerning Jeremiah^ who re- 
lates more paflages concerning himfelf than any other of the pro- 
phets ; for the hiftories of the lives and fufferings of God's mini- 
ftcrs, have been very fcrviceable to the church^ as well as their 
preaching and writing. 

^ 1. We are here told, that Jeremiah, when he had an opportu- 
nity for it, attempted to retire out of Jerufalem into the country, 
ver. II, 12. TFhcn the Chaldeans had broken up from Jerufalem, 
becaufe of Pharaoh's army, upcm the notice of their advancing to- 
wards them, Jeremiah determined to go into th* country, and, as 
the margin reads it, to flip atvay from JerufJsm in the midjl of the 
people^ who, in that interval of the fierx, went out into the coun- 
try to look after their affairs there \ he endeavoured to ileal away 
in the crowd, for, though he was a man of great eminency, tie 
could well reconcile him/elf to obfeurity ; though he was one of a 
thoufand, he was content to be loft in the multitude, and buried 
alive in a corner, in a cottage. Whether he defigned for Anathoth 
or no doth not appear, his concerns might call him thither, but 
his neighbours there were fuch as, unleis they were well mended 
fince, chap. xi. 21. might difcourage him from coming among 
them ; or whether he did not intend to hide himfelf fomewhere; 
where he was not known, and fulfil his own wifii, chap. ix. 2. O 
that I had in the wildernefs a lodging place! Jeremiah found he 
could do no good in Jerufalem, he laboured in vain among them* 
and therefore determined to leave them. Note, There are times 
when it is the wifdom of good men to retire into privacy, to enter 
into the chamber, and Jhut the dcors about them, Ifa. xxvi. 20. 

2. That in this attempt he was feized as a deferter, and com- 
mitted to prifon, ver. 13, 14, 15. He was in the gate of Ben* 
jamin, fo far he had gained his point, when a captain of the ward+ 
who, probably, had the charge, of that gate, difcovered him, and 
took him into cuftody. He was the grandfon of Hananiah, who 
the Jews fay was Hananiah the falfe prophet, that contefted with 
Jeremiah, chap, xxviii. 16. and that this young captain had a fpite 
to Jeremiah upon that account. He could not arrcft him with- 
out fome pretence, and that which he chargeth upon him is, Thou 
fal/e/l away to the Chaldeans ; an unlikely irory, for the Chalde- 
ans were now gone off, Jeremiah could not reach them ; or if he 
could, who would go over to a baffled army ? Jeremiah there- 
fore, with good reafon, and with both the confidence and mildnefe 
of an innocent man, denies the charge, // is falfe, I fall not aivay 
to the Chaldeans, I am going upon my own lawful occafions. 
Note, It is no new thing for the church's beft friends to be.repre- 
fented as in the intereft of her worft enemies ; thus have the black- 
eft characters been put upon the faireft, pureft minds, and, in 
fuch a malicious world as this is, innocency, nay excellency it felf, 
is no fence againft the bafeft calumny. When at any time we are 
thus falfly accufed, we may do as Jeremiah did, boldly deny the 
charge, and then commit our caufe to him that judgeth righteoufly. 
Jeremiah's proteftation of his integrity, though he be a prophet, 
a man of God, a man of honour and fincerity, though he be a 
pricft, and is ready to fay it /// ver bo facerdotis, yet is not regarded ; 
but he is brought before the privy-council, who, without examin- 
ing him, and the proofs againft him, but upon the bafe, malici- 
ous infmuation of the captain, fell into a pafiion with him, they 
were wroth, and what juiticc could be expected from men, who, 
being in anger, would hear no reafon ? They beat him, without 
any regard had to his coat and character, and then put him in pri- 
fon, in the worft prifon they had, that in the houfe of Jonathan 
the fcribe, either it had been his houfe, and he had quitted it for 
the inconveniences of it, but it was thought good enough for a pri- 
fon ; or it was now his houfe, and, perhaps, he was a rigid, fe- 
vere man, that made it a houfe of cruel bondage to his prilbners. 
Into this prifon Jeremiah was thruft, into the dungeon, which was 
dark and cold, damp and dirty, the moft uncomfortable, unheaith- 
ful place in it ; in the cells^ or cabins, there he muft lodge ; a- 
mong which there are no choice, for they are all alike miferable 
lodging- places ; there Jeremiah remained many days, and, for ought 
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ty, would be glad of his ccnfolations when they are in adverfity ; 
and expect that his miniftcrs fhould then {peak words of peace to 

exnccT: it ? What have they to do with 



-appears, 410 body came near ixirn, or enquired after him. See . 
what -a world this is I the wicked princes that are in rebellion a- 
rgainft<3od lie at eafe, lie in ftate in their palaces, while, godly. Je- 
remiah that is in the ferWce of God lies in pain, in a lothfome 
>4un«eoii : It is well there is a world to come ! 

-2° That Zcdckiah at length fent for him, and lhcwed him iome 
favour but, probably,, not till the Chaldean aimy was returned, 
and itad laid frefh fiege to the city ; when their' vain hopes with 
which they fed themfelves, and .in confidence of which they had 
.re-mflaved their fervants, chap, xxxiw 11. were all vanifhed, 
then they were in a greater cohfuiion and condensation than e- 
viv * O then {faith Zcdckiah) Tend in all haftc for the prophet .; 
let me have feme talk with him : When the Chaldeans were with- 
drawn he only fent to the prophet to pray for him ; but now 
they had again inverted the city, he' fent for him. to con fu It him 
Thus gracious will men be when pangs come upon them !. 

(1.) The king lent for him to give him private audience as an^ 
ambaVador from God. Be asked him fecretly m his batfe\ being 

afhamed to be feen in his company, Is there hny word from the 
Lord ? ver. tj. Any word of comfort ? Canfrthou give us any 
hopes that the Chaldeans {hall again retire ? Note, Thofe that 
will not hearken to God's admonitions when they are in profperi- 

id exp 

diem but how can they m . 
peace ? Jeremiah's life and comfort is in Zedekiah's Jiand, and 
lie has now a petition to prefent to- him for his favour, and yet, 
having this opportunity, he tells him plainly, that there is a word 
from Ihe Lord, but no word of comfort for him or his people : 
ThouJImlt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. If Je- 
remiah had confuked with flefh and blood, he would have given 
■him a plaufible anfvvcr, and though he would not tell him a lie, 
vet he might have chofen whether he would tell him the worft at 
this timet what needed it, when he had fo often told it him be- 
fore ? But Jeremiah was one that had obtained mercy of the Lord 
to be faithful, and would not, to obtain mercy of man, be un- 
faithful cither to God, or to his prince ; he therefore tells him the 
truth, the whole" truth : And fince there was no remedy, it would 
be a kindnefs to the king to know his doom, that, being no fur- 
prize to him, it might be the lefs a terror, and he might provide 
to make the beft of bad. Jeremiah takes this occafion to upbraid 
him and his people with the credit they gave to the falfe prophets, 
that told them the king of Babylon fhould not come at all, or, when 
he was withdrawn, fhould not come again agawjl them, ver. .19. 
Where are now your prophets, that told you you lhould have peace? 
Note Thofe that deceive themfelves with groundlefe hopes of mer- 
cy, will juftly be twitted with it, when the event hath undecei- 
ved them. 

(2.) He improved this opportunity for the prefenting of a pri- 
vate petition, as a poor prisoner, ver. jr8, 20. It was not in J^ 



renriah's power to reverfe this fentence God had palled upon Zede- 
kJah but it was in Zedekiah's power to reverfe the fentence. which 
the princes had given againft him, and therefore, fince he thought 
him fit to be ufed as a prophet, he would not think him fit to be 
abufed as the worft of malefactors. He humbly expoftulates with 
the king, What have I offended againft thee, or thy fervants, or 
'this people, what law have I broke, what injury have I done to the 
common welfare, that ye have put me in prifon ? And many a one 
that has been very hardly dealt with, has been able to make the 
fame appeal, and to make it good. He likewife cagneftly begs, 
and very pathetically, ver. 20. Caufe me not to return to yonder 
notfom goal, to the houfe of Jonathan the Jcribe, lejf I die there : 
This was the language of innocent nature, fenfiblc of its own grie- 
vances, and follicitous for its own prefcrvation. Though he was 
not at all unwilling to die God's martyr, 3'et having fo fair an op- 
portunity to £ct relief, he would not let it flip, left he fhould die 
•his own' murthcrcr. When Jeremiah delivered God's mcflage, 
he fpake as one having authority, with the greateft boldnefs 5 but 
when he prefehtcd his own requcft, he fpake as one under autho- 
rity,, with the greateft fubmifiivenefs : Hear me, I pray thee, O 
my lord the king, let my fupplication, I pray thee, be accepted before 
thee. Here is not a word of complaint of the princes that unjuftly 
committed, him, no offering to bring an action of falfe impriibn- 
jnent againft them, but all in a way of modeft fupplication to the 
kin* to teach us, that even when we act with the courage that 
becomes the faithful fervants of God, yet we mjuft carry our felves 
with the humility and modefty that becomes dutiful iubjech to the 
government God hath fctr over us ; A lion in God's caufe, muft 
be a lamb in his own. ^And we* find that God gave Jeremiah fa- 
vour in the eyes of the king. 1. He gave him his requeft, took 
care that, he lhould not die in the dungeon, but ordered he fnould 
have the liberty of the court of the prifon, where he might have a 
pleafant walk, and breathe a free air. a. He gave him more than 
his requeft, took care he fhould not die for want, -as many did 
that had their heels at liberty, by reafbn of the ftraitnefs of the 
fiege • he ordered him his daily bread out of //^.publick ftock (for 
the prifon was within the verge of the court) .till all the bread, was 
(pent. Zcdckiah ought to have relcafed him, nay, to have pre- 
ferred him, to have made him a privy-counfellor, as Jofeph was 
taken from prifon to be the fecond man in the kingdom 3 but he 



had hot courage to do that, it was well he did as "'he did* ->i \ 
an inftance of the care God takes of liis" funV— '* a ? w «i 



are faithful to him. 



is. iuttenhg/fervaniV l\ 
He can make even their cbri^n^di tun • 
their advantage, raid the court of their prifon to become 'as « *° 
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In this chapter, juft as in the former y we have Jeremiah \ren\U A 
bafed under the frowns vf the princes, awl [ye ^ — -*' v ' ^ 
by the favour of the king ; they ufed him as c 
■him as a privy-counfellor. Here, i. Jeremia, 



'greatly h 
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effton of 




fdithfuU 
Ml order 
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vtr. 
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- . . * Mattah, andGc^ 

JL dahah the fon of Pafliur, and Jucal the ion of 
Shelemiah, and Pafliur the fon of Malchiah»' heard trie 
words that Jeremiah had fpoken unto all the people 
laying, 2. Thus faith the LORD, He that remain'' 
eth in this city lhall die. by the. r fword, by the famine 
and by the peftilence : but he 'that goeth forth to the- 1 
Chaldeans fliall live; for he fliall have his life for a! 
prey, and fliall live. 3. Thus iaich the LORD, This 
city fliall furely be given into the hand of. the kin* of. 
Babylons army, which fliall take it, 4. Therefore^ 
princes laid unto the king, We beftech thee, let this' 
man be put to death : for thus he weakneth the hands- 
of the men of war that remain in this city, and the 
hands of all the people, in ipeaking fuch wdrds 
them : for this man fefeketh not the welfare of this peo- 
ple, but the hurt. 5. Then Zedekiah- the king laid; 
Behold, he is in your hand : for the king is not be thai 
can do any thing againft you.. 6. Then took they Je- 
remiah, and caft him into' the dungeon of Malchiak 
the fon .of Hammelech that- vQas in the court c^f the pri- 
fon : and they let down Jeremiah with cofds. And in' 
the dungeon there teas no water, but mire : fo Jeremi- 
ah funk in the mire. 7. 5 Now when EbedrriielecK 



unto. 



in tHe 



the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was. 
kings houfe, heard that they had put Jeremiah in thi 
dungeon, (the king then'- fitting in the gate of Bcnja 
min) 8. Ebed-melech went forth but of the kin 



houfe, and fpake to the king, 'faying, 9. My lord 
the king, thefe men have done evil in all that they 
have^done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have 
caft into the dungeon, and he is like to die for hunger, 
in the place where he is, for there is no more bread in 
thexity. 10. Then the king commanded Ebed- 



m 



lech the Ethiopian, faying, Take from hence thirty 
men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out 
of the dungeon before he die. n. So Ebed-melech 
took the men with him, and went into the houfe of the 
king under the treafury, and took thence old caft clouts, 
and- old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into 
the dungeon to Jeremiah. 12. And Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian faid unto Jeremiah, Put now thefe old caft 
clouts, and rotten rags under thine arm-holes, 
the cords. And Jeremiah did fo. 13. 
up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the 
dungeon, and Jeremiah remained in the court of the 
prifon. 



1 



inder 
So they dretf 



Here, 1. Jeremiah perfifts in his plain preaching; what httei 
many a time faid, he ftill faith, ver. 3. This city Jhall he given in- 
to the hand of the* king of Babylon, though it hold out long, it will 
be taken at laft ; nor would he have lb oft repeated this unwel- 
come mcflage, but that* he could put them in a certain way, 
though not to favc the city, yet to fave themfelves ; fo that every 
man might have his own life given him for a prev, if he would 
be advifed, ver. 2. Let him not ftay in the city, in hopes to de- 
fend that, lor it will be to no purpofe, but let him go forth to tht 
Chaldeans, and throw himfelf upon their mercy, before thing* 
come to extremity, and then be Jhall live ; they will hot put Win 
to the fword, but give him quarter, Satis' e/i proftraffe Issni, anu 

he fliall cfcape the famine and pe/lilence, which. wiU be. the death of 
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- A within the city. Note, Thofe do better for themfelves, I take it as he will, 
multitudes r u bmit to the rebukes of providence, than thofc who 

wh ° P ? with i them. And if we cannot have our li _ 
contena w . tQ ^ our i; vcs> and not foolifhly throw them 

feckon * . t o{ - honour 5 they may be referved for better 

sway up on ^ 
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liberty, we muft 



times 



to v 
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The princes perfift in their malice againft Jeremiah, He 
' . th f u i to" his country, and no his truft as a prophet, though 
^ A C fFcred many a time for his faithfulnefs, and though at 
!* c . . he eat the king's bread, yet that did not ftop his mouth, 
this time erfccutors were ftni bitter againft him, and complained 
^ U K *bufed the liberty he had of walking in the court of the 

for though he could not go to the temple to preach, yet he 
prifonj 1 &me D things in private converfation, to thofc that came 
V Tr him and therefore, vcr. 4. they reprefent him to the king 
^ ' us m an, difaffefted to his country, and to the govern- 
fhe lived under ; he feeks not the welfare of this people, hut 
0 u t • an unjuft infinuatibn ! for no man had laid out himfelf 
)he for the <rood of Jerufalem than he had done : They reprefent 
? 0re jachin^ as having an iU tendency ; the defign of it was plain- 
brin* men to repent, and turn to God, which would have 
If t0 as much as any thing a" ftrengthning to the hands both of 
^fnldicry and of the burghers, and yet they reprefent it as weak- 
• their hands, and difcouraging them, which if it did, it was 
m ^ wn fault. Note, It is common for wicked people to look 
thei ■ ° Go( j» s faithful minifters as their enemies, only becaufe they 
focw them what enemies they arc to themfelves while they conti- 

^VTcrcm^'hereupon, by the king's permiffion, is put into a 
dungeon- with defign he fhall perifh there. Zedekiah, though he 



have done ill in all that thev haw 
done to Jeremiah: They 'deal unjuftly with him, for he had not 
deferved any punifhmcnt at nil; and they had dealt •Wbarouflv 
with him, fo -as they tiled not to deal with the vilcft .malefactors 
And they needed not to have put him to this miferable death" 
for if they had let him alone where he was, he was likely foodie for 
hunger tn the place where he zvas, in the -court of the prifonto 
which he. was confined, for there zvas ?fo more bread in the city 
the ftores out of which he was to have his allowance, chap, xxxvii! 
21. were in a manner fpent. See how God can raife up friends 
for his people in diftrefs, where they little thought of them s and 
Ipint men for his fer vice even beyond expectation ! 

5. Orders are immediately given for his releafej and Ebed-me- 
lech takes care to fee them executed. The king, who, but now, 
durft do nothing againft the princes, had his^heart wonderfully 
changed on a fudden, and will now have Jeremiah releafed in de- 
fiance of the princes, for therefore he orders no lefs than thirty 
men, and thofe of the lifeguard, to be employed in fetching him 
out of the dungeon, left the princes mould raife a party to oppo'fe 
it, tot. 10. Let this encourage us to appear boldly for God, 
may fucceed better than we could have thought ; for the hearts of 
kings are in the hand of God. Ebcd-melceh" gained his point, and 
loon brought Jeremiah the -good news: and it is obfervable ho\V 
particularly the manner of his drawing him out of the dungeon is 
related 5 for God is not unrighteous to forget any work or labour of 
love which is fhewed to his people or minifters, no nor any cu- 
cumftance of it, Heb. vi. 10. fpecial notice is taken of his greit 
tendernefs in providing old foft rags for Jeremiah to put under his 
arm-holes to keep the cords from hurting him, wherewith he 
was to be drawn up, his arm-holes being probably galled by the 



was 



under convictions that Jeremiah was a prophet, fent of God, cords wherewith he was let down. Nor did he throw the rags 
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f rtence he could not have pafled upon him. We found in Jehoia- 
V 's rei<m that the princes were better affected to the prophet 
Sthekine was, chap, xxxvi. 25. but now they were more vi- 
olent a*ainfthim, a fxgn they were ripening apace for ruin. Had 
\ been° in a caufe that concerned his own honour or profit, he 
would have let them know, that the king is he who can do what 
fce pleafeth, whether they will or no, but in the caufe of God 
^nd his prophet, which he was very cool in, he bafely fneaks, and 
truckles to them, The* king is not he that can do any thing again/1 
ru ' Note, Thofe will have a great deal to anfvver for, who, 
ihouch they have a fecret kindnefs for good people, dare not own 
it in a time of need, nor will do what they might do to prevent 
mifchief defigned them. The princes having this general warrant 
from the king, prefently put poor Jeremiah into the dungeon of 
'MaWiah, that was in the court of the prifon, ver. 6. a deep dun- 
jeon for they let him down into it with cords ; and a dirty one, 
for 'there was no water in it, but mire, ftinking mire; and he 
fiink in the mire, up to the neck, faith Jofephus : They that put 
him here doubtlefs defigned he mould die here, die for hunger, die 
for cold, and fo die miferably, die obfeurely, fearing, if they ftiould 
put him to death openly, the people might be afte&ed with what 
he would fay, and be incenfed againft them. Many of God's 
faithful witneffes have thus been privately made away, and ftarved 
to death in prifons, whofe blood will be brought to account in the 
day of.difcovery. We are not here told what Jeremiah did in this 
diftrefs, but he tells us himfelf, Lam. iii. 55. / called upon thy 
name, 0 Lord, out of the lotv dungeon, and, ver. 57. Thou dreweji 

near, foy 'mg, Fear not. 

4. Application is made to the king by an honeft courtier Ebed- 
melech, one of the gentlemen of the bed-chamber, in behalf of 
the poor fuffercr. Though the princes carried on the matter as 
privately as they could, yet it came to the ear of this good man, 
who, probably, fought opportunities to do good. It may be, he 
came to the knowledge of it by hearing Jeremiah's moans out of 
the dungeon, for it was in the' king's houie, vcr. 7. Ebed-melech 
was an Ethiopian, a Jir anger to the commomvealth of Ifracl, and 
yet had in him more humanity, and more divinity too than native 
ifraelites had. Chrift found 'more faith among Gentiles than a- 
mong Jews. Ebed-melcch lived in a wicked court, and in a very 
corrupt degenerate age, and yet had a great fenfe both of equity 
and piety. God has his remnant in all places, among all forts : 
There were faints even in Ctffar's houfjold. The king was now 
fitting in the gate of Benjamin, to try caufes, and receive appeals 
and petitions, or, perhaps, holding a council of war there ; thi- 
ther Ebed-melech went immediately to him, for the cafe, would 
iiot admit delay, the prophet might have periflied if he had trifled, 
or put it off till he had an opportunity of fpeaking to the king in 
private. No time muft be loft when life is in danger, efpecially 
fo valuable a life. He boldly aflcrts that Jeremiah had. a great deal 
of wrong done him, and is not afraid to tell the king fo, though 
they were princes that did it ; though they were. now prefent in 
^urt, and though they had the king's warrant for what they did. 
Whither fhould opprefied innocency flee for protection but to the 
throne, efpecially when great men are its oppreffors. . Ebed-melech 
appears truly brave in this matter ; he doth not mince the matter, 
though he had a place at court, which he would be in danger of 

lofmg for his plain dealing, yet he tells the king faithfully, let him 



down to him, left they fnould be loft in the mire, but carefully 
let them down, vcr. II, 12. Note, Thofe that arc in diftrefs 
mould not only be relieved, but relieved with companion and 
marks of reipedl: ; all which fhall be placed to account, and a- 
bound to a good account in the day of recompence. See what 
a good ufe even old rotten rags may be put to, which therefore 
fliould not be made wafte of, no more than broken meat : even 
in the king's houfe, and under the . treafury too, thefe were care^- 
fully preferved, for the ufe of the poor or fick. Jeremiah is 
brought up out of the dungeon, and is now where he was, 
in the court of the prifon, ver. 13. Perhaps Ebed-melech could 
have made intereft with the king to have got him his difchargc 
from thence - alfo, now he had the king's ear, but he thought 
him fafer, and better provided for there, than he would be any 
where elfe. God can, when he pleafeth, make a prifon to be- 
come a refuge and hiding place to his people in diftrefs and dan- 
ger. 



*7 



14. 5 Then Zedekiah the king fent and took jere^ 
miah the prophet unto him into the third entry that is 
in the houfe of the LORD ; and the king faid unto 
Jeremiah, I will aflc thee a thing : hide nothing from 
me. 1 5. Then Jeremiah laid unto Zedekiah, If I de- 
clare it unto thee, wilt thou not furely put me to death? 
and if I give thee counfel, wilt thou not hearken unto 
me? 16. So Zedekiah the king fware fecretly unto 
Jeremiah, faying, As the LORD, liveth, that made us 
this foul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I 
cive thee into the hand of thefe men' that leek thy life. 

Then faid Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus faith 
the LORD the God of hofts, the God of Ifrael, IF 
thou wilt affuredly go forth unto the king of Babylons 
princes, then thy foul fhall live, and this city fhall not 
be burnt with fire, and thou fhak live, and thine houfe. 
1 8 . But if thou wilt not go forth to the king- of Ba- 
bylons princes, then fhall this city be given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, and they fhall burn it with fire, 
and thou fhalt not efcape out of their hand. 
Zedekiah the king faid unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of 
the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, left they de- 

" 20. But 



19. And 



I 



fhall live. 



liver me into their hand, and they mock me. 
Jeremiah faid, They fhall not deliver thee : obey, 
befeech thee, the voice of the LORD which" I fpeak 
unto thee : lb it fhall be well unto thee, and thy lopl 

21. But if thou rcfufe to go forth* this is 
the word that the LORD hath fhewed me : 22. And 
behold, all the women that are left in the king of Ju- 
dahs houfe, fhall be brought forth to the^king of Baby- 
Ions princes, and thofe women fhall lay, Thy friends 
have let thee on, and have prevailed againft thee : 
feet are funk in the mire/ and they are turned atvay 
back. 23. So they fhall bring out all thy w T ives and 

thy children to the Chaldeans, and thou fhalt not' eltape 

out 



thy 



Chap. XXXVIII. 
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out of their Iaanci, but lhalt be taken by the hand of 
the king of Babylon and thou lhalt caufc this city 
to be burnt with fire. 24. 5 Then laid Zedekiah unto 
Jeremiah, Let no manjknow of thefe words, and thou 
lhalt not die. 25. But if the prinfces hear that I have 
talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and fay 
unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou halt faid 
unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put 
thee to death $ alio what the kins: faid unto thee : 



26. Then thou ihak fay unto them, I prefented my 
fupplication before the king, that he would not caufe 
me to return to Jonathan's houfe to die there. 27. 
Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and alked 
him, and he told them according to all thefe words 
that the king had commanded : fo they left off Ipeaking 
with him, for the matter was not perceived. 28. So 
Jeremiah abode in the court of the prifon, until the day 
that Jerufalem was taken, and he was there when Jeru- 
falem wafc taken. 

In the foregoing chapter we had the king in clofe conference 
with Jeremiah, and here again, though, Ver. 5. he had given him 
tip into the hands of his enemies"; fuch a ftr'uggle there was in the 
breaft of this -unhappy prince, between his con v ittions and his cor- 
ruptions. Obferve, 

I. The honour that Zedekiah did to the prophet. When he 
was newly fetched out of the dungeon he fent for him to advife 
with him privately. He met him in the third entry, or, as the 
margin reads it, the principal entry, that is in, or leads towards, or 
adjoins to the houfe of the Lord, ver. 14. Jn appointing this place 
cf interview with the prophet, perhaps he intended to (hew a re- 
fpett and reverence for the houfe of God, which was proper enough 
now he was defiring to hear the word of God, Zedekiah would 
ask fcremiab a thin*, it fhould rather be rendered, a vmrcl y I am 
here asking thee for a zuord of prediction, of counfel, of comfort, 
a word from the Lord, chap, xxxvii. 17. Whatever word thou 
haft for' me, hide it not from me, let me know the worft. He had 
been told plainly what things would come to in the foregoing 
chapter, but, Jike Balaam, he asks again, in hopes to get a more 
pleafing anfwer, as if God, who is in one mind y were altogether 
iuch a one as himfelf, who was in many minds. 

^ 2. The bargain that Jeremiah made with him before he would 
give him his advice, ver. 15. He would indent, (1.) For his own 
fafety ; ^Zedekiah would have him deal faithfully with him ; and if 
I do, faith Jeremiah, tvilt thou not put me io death ? I am afraid 
thou wilt, fo fome take it, what elfe can I expect when thou art 
led blindfold by the princes. Or, Wilt thou promife that thou 
wilt not ? Not that .Jeremiah was backward to feal the doctrine 
he preached with his blood, when he was called to it ; but, in do- 
ing our duty, we ought to ufe all lawful means for our own pre- 
fervation ; even the apoftlcs of Chrift did fo. (2.) He would in- 
dent for the fuccefs of his advice, being no lefs concerned for Ze- 
. dekiah's welfare than for his own. He is willing to give him 
xvhohome advice, and doth not upbraid him with his unkindnefe 
in fuffering him to be put into the dungeon, nor bid him go and 
confult with his princes, whofe judgments he had tuch a value for: 
Minifters muft with mecknefs inftrucl even thofe that oppofe rhem- 
felves, and .render good for evil. He is defirous he fhould hear 
counfel and receive injlruftion. JVilt thou not hearken unto me? 
Surely thou wilt, lam in hopes to find thee pliable at laft, and now 
in this thy day, willing to know the things that befaig to thy peace. 
Note, Then, and then only, there is hopes, of finners, when they 
are willing to kearken to good counfel. v Some read it as fpoken 
defpairingly, If I give thee counfel, thou, wilt not hearken unto me ; 
I have reafbn to fear thou wilt not, and then I had as good keep 
my counfel to myfclf. Note, Minifters have little heart to fpeak 
to thofe who have long and often turned a deaf ear to them. 
Now, as to this htter concern of Jeremiah's, Zedekiah makes him 
no anfwer, will not promife to hearken to his advice : though he 
deiires to know what is the mind of God, yet he will referve him- 
felf a liberty when he doth know it, to do as he thinks fit ; as if 
it were the prerogative of a prince not to have his ruin prevented 
by good counfel. But, as to the prophet's fafety, he promifeth 
him, upon the word of a king, and confirms his promife with an 
oath, that whatever he fhould fay to him, no advantage fhould be 
taken againft him for it, I will neither put thee to death, ?ior deliver 
thee into the bands of thofe that will, ver. 16. this he thought was 
a mighty favour, and yet Nebuchadnezzar and Belfhazzar, when 
Daniel read their doom, not only protected him, but preferred and 
rewarded him, Dan. ii. 48. and v. 29. Zedekiah's oath on this 
occafion is folcmn and very obfervable, As the Lord liveth, who 
made us this foul, who gave me my life, and thee thine : therefore 
I dare not take away, thy life unjuRly, knowing that then I fhould 
forfeit my own to him that is Lord of life. Note, God is the 
Father of fpirits : fouls are his workmanfhip, and they are more 
fearfully and wonderfully made than bodies are. The foul both of 

the greateft prince and of the pooreft prifoner, is of God's mak- 



ing ; he fafmanetb , their hearts alike eafily* ' In all our app Ca i 
God, and in all pur dealings both with, ourfelves and others * *°' 
ought to confider tin's, that the living God made us thefe Aids * W ° 
; 3. The good advice that Jeremiah gave Jiim, with good/re a r 
why he. fhould take it, not trom any prudence or politicks of°}? S 
own, but in the name of the Lord, the God of ho/Is, and* God ^ 
Ifracl, not as a ftatefman, but as* a prophet, he advifeth him by % 
means to furrendcr himfelf and his city to the king .of Babxh* 
princes 3 go forth to them, and makc : the beft terms thou canft w*A 
them, ver. 17. This was the fame, advice he had given to tl 
people, ver. 1. and before, chap. xxi,; 9. to fubmit to divine 
mcnts, and not think of contending with them* Note^ In fay 
ing with God, that which is goGd counfel to the meaneft, ; s f ot J 
the greateft, for there is no refpeti of perfons with him. 'To D « : 
fwadc him to take this counfel, he lets before him, good and evp" 
life and death. (1..) If he will tamely .yield, , he fliall fave j,r 
children from the fword, and Jerufalem from the flames. - *f jj • 
white flag is yet. hung out ; if he will but acknowledge God' 
juftice, he fhall experience his mercy, the city flmtt not be turn f 
and thou Jhalt live^ and thy houfe. But, (2.) If he -will.obftinatelv 
ftand it out, it will be the ruin both of his houfe and Jerusalem 
ver . 18. for when God judgcth he will overcome.. ..TJhis'j s the 
cafe of finners with God, let them humbly fubmit to his "n C( ; 
and government, and they fhall live; let them take hold on h'r 
flrength, that they ?nay make peace, and they fhall make peace ; b u $ 
if they harden their hearts againft his propofals, it will certainly fa 
to their deftru&ion : They muft either bend or break. 

4. The objection which Zedekiah made againft the prophet^ 
advice, ver. 19. Jeremiah fpoke to him. by prophecy, in the name 
of God, and therefore if he had had a due regard to the divine 
authority, wifdom, and goodne/s, as foon as he undcrftood what 
the mind of Gcd was, he fhould immediately have acouiefced ii> 
it, and rcfolved to obferve it without difputing : but, as if it had 
been the dictate only of -Jeremiah's prudence, he ad van ceth againft 
it fome prudential confuierations of his own ; but human w&iom 
is folly when it contradicts the divine counfcls. All he fu^geftsis 
I am afraid, not of the Chaldeans, their princes are men of ho- 
nour, but of the Jews, th-it are already gone over to the Chalde- 
ans, when they fee me follow them, who had fb much oppofed 
their going, they will laugh at me, and fay, Art thou alfo become 
weak as water ? Ifiu xiv. 10. Now, (1,) It was not at all likely 
that he fhould be thus expofed and ridiculed, that the Chaldeans 
fhould fo far gratify the Jews, or trample upon him, as. to deliver 
him into their hands ; nor that the Jews, who were themfdves 
captives, fhould be in fuch a gay humour, as to make a jeftofthc 
mifcry of their prince. Note, We often frighten ourfelves from 
our duty by foolifti, cauflefe,' groundlefs fears,, that are mcerly the 
creatures of our own fancy and imagination. (2.) If he fhould 
be taunted at a little by the Jews, could he not defpife it and make 
light of it ? What harm would it do him ? Note, Thofe have 
very weak and fretful fpirits indeed that cannot bear to be laughed 
at for that which is both their duty and their intereft. (3.) Though 
it had been really the greateft perfonal nai£chsef that he could have 
imagined it to be, yet he ought to have ventured it in obedience 
to God, and for the prefcrvation of his family and city. He thought 
it would be looked upon as 2; piece of cowardiie to furrender, 
whereas it would be really an inftance of true courage chearfully to 
bear alefier evil, the mocking of the Jews, for the avoiding of a 
greater, the ruin of his family and" kingdom. 

5. The prefling importunity with which Jeremiah followed the 
advice he had given the king. He allures him, that if he would 
comply with the will of God herein, the thing he feared fiiould 
not come upon him, ver. 29. 'They fhall 7iot deliver thee xtp^ but 
treat thee as becomes thy character. He begs of him,, after all the 
foolifh games he had played^ to manage wifely the laft foke, and 
now at length do well for himfelf, Obey, I bejeech thec, the voice of 
the Lord, becaufe it is his voice, fo // fiyall be well unto thee. But 
he tells him what would be the confequcncc if he would not obey. 
(1.) He himfelf would fall into the -hands of tl?c Chaldeans, as im- 
placable enemies, whom he might now make his friends, by throw- 
ing himfelf into their hands : If he muft fall, he fhould contrive 
how to fall eafily ; time fhah not efcape, as thou hopeft to do, ver. 
23. (2.) He would himfelf be chargeable witlv the deftruftion of 
Jerufalem, which he pretended a concern for the prefervation of, 
"Thou f)a)t caufe this city to he burnt with fire, for by a little fub- 
miffion and felf-denial thou mightft have prevented it. Thusfub- 
je£ts often fuftcr for the pride and wilfulnefs of their rulers, who 
fhould be their protectors, but prove their deftroyers. (3.) Where- 
as he caufelefly feared an unjuft reproach for furrendring, he fhould 
certainly fall under a juft reproach for ftanding it out, and that 
from women too, ver. 22. The court ladies that were left when 
Jehoiakim and Jeconiah were carried away, will now, at length, 
fall into the hands of the enemy, and they fliall fay, The mny 
thy peace, whom thou didft confult with and confide in, and who 
promi/ed thee peace if thou wouldft be ruled by them ; they lavjj 
fet thee on, have encouraged thee to be bold and brave, and hold 
out to the laft extremity j and fee what comes of it ? They, by 
prevailing upon thec, have prevailed again/l thee, and thou find« 

thofe thy real enemies, that would be thought thine only 
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■jsiow wy 7 j. • ^ f c if . thy feet cannot get forward, but are 
no ^ 'jjj^ 'Fhus Will Zedekiah be bantered by the wo- 
-^Lr\ all his wives and children fhall be made a prey to the 
men, wn 2 ^ jsjotb, That what we feek to avoid by fin, 

. c pTiquero ^ b* oug ht upon us by the righteoufnefe of God. And 
W f that decline the way of duty for fear of reproach, will cer- 
• f meet with niuch greater reproach in the way of difobedi- 
? ^ce f ia * tf kicked it jhall come upon him, Proverbs, 

* A The care which Zedekiah ttfok to keep this conference pri- 
. in Let 710 man know of there words. He doth not at all 

incline 



i 



to take God's counfel, nor fo much as promife to confider 
l fi il TfoT fo obftinate has he been to the calls of God, and fo wil- 
rVn the ways of fin, that though he has good counfel given him, 
( msto be given up to walk in his own counfels. He hath 
^ e Wnz to object againft Jeremiah's advice, and yet he will not 

$i w it. Bfe^y hear God ' s words > but wil1 not do them - 

( 1 teremiah is charged to let no man know of what had paft 
^ enthe king and him. Zedekiah is concerned to keep it pri- 
W hot fo much for jfererhiah's fafety, for h'e knew the princes 
do him no hurt without his permiffioh, but for his own 
C ° U tation. Note, Many have really a better affection to good men 
*\ dsood things than they are willing to own. God's prophets are 
2 nnifeft in t hei ** conferences, 2 Cor. v. 1 1, but they care not for 
^nifeftinfr that to the world ; they would rather do them a kind- 
"els than have it known that they do : fuch, it is to be feared, 
\vcibe frdife of men more than the p'raife 'of God. 

/ 2 x jj e j s inftru&ed what to fay to the princes if they fhould 
examine him about it. He muft tell them that he was petition- 
# ncr the king not" to remand Mm back to the hcufe of Jonathan 
)he fefihty ver. 25, 2*6. and he did tell them fo, ver. 27. and, no 



was 



ending the King s iavour ; 10 tnat una wa& nu 11c or equivocation, 
btif a^part of the truth, which it was lawful for him to put them off 
rith when he was under ho obligation at all to tell them the whole 
truth. Note, Though we muft be fo harmlefs as doves, as ne- 
ver to tell a wilful fie, yet we muft be fo wife as ferpents, as 

v, n j}pfl v t-rt pvnofe our felves to danger bv telline all we know. 




G H A P. 

As the prophet Ifaiah, after he had largely foretold the deliverance of 
Jerufalem out of the hands of the king of Ajfyria, gave a particu- 
lar narrative of the Jlor'y, that it might appear how exactly the 
event anfwered the prediction, fo the prophet Jeremiah, after he 
lad largely foretold the delivering of Jerufalem into the hands of 
the king of Bvbylon, gives a particular account of that fad event, 
for the fame rcafon. That melancholy Jlo$ we have in this chapter, 
which ferves to difprove the falfe flattering prophets, and to con - 
firm the word of God's me//engers. We are here told, (1.) That 
Jerufalem, after eighteen months fiege, was taken by the CJ/alde- 

' an army, ver. I, — 3. (2 J That king Zedekiah attempting to 
make his efcape, was feized and made a inferable captive to the 

' king of Babylon, ver. 4,-7- (3.) Jerufalem zuas burnt 

to the ground, and the people carried captive, except the poor, ver. 

' 8, —'io. (4.) That the Chaldeans zvere very kind to Jererniah, 
end took particular care of him, ver. 1 1, — 14. (•£.) That Ebcd- 
melech too, for his kindnefs, had a protection from God himfelf in 
this day of deflation, ver. 15,*— 18. ; 

N the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of 




Jerufal 



and they 



befieged it. 2. And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, 
in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the 
dry was broken up. 3. And all the princes of the king 
of Babylon came in, and fat in the middle gate, even 
Nergal-fnarezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarfechim, Rab-faris, 
Ncrgal-fharezer, Rad-mag, with all the refidue of the 
princes of the king of Babylon. 4. 5 And it came to 
pals, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah faw them, 
and all the men of war* then they fled, and went forth 
out of the city by night, by the way of die king's gar- 
den, by the gate between the two walls, and he went 
out the way of the plain. 5. But the Chaldeans army 



puifued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in theplal 
or Jericho : and when they had taken him, they brougnt 
him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah 
in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon 
him. 6, Then the king of Babylon ilew the:' fons of 
Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes : alfo the king of 
Babylon flew all the nobles of Judah. 7, Moreover, he 
put out Zedekiahs eyes, and bound him with chains to 
carry him to Babylon. 8. 5. And the Chaldeans, burnt 

kings houle, • and the houies of the people with fire* 

N°. 64, 



J 



9. Then Ne- - 



buzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away cap- 
tive into Babylon the remnant of the people that n> ' 
mained in the city, and thofe that fell away, that ^ ^ 
him, with the reft of the people that remained. 



Nebuzar 



10. 



poor of the people whith had nothing, in the land olf 

Judahj and gave them vineyards and fields at the "fame 1 
timet, 

. We were to'ld in the clofe of the foregoing chapter, . that jere- 

Z ?, P ati f nt7 y m J he curt of the prifon, until the day that 
Jerufalem was taken. He gave the princes no further difturbance ; 
by his prophefymg, nor they him by their perfections, for he had 
no more to fay than what he had faid, and the fiege being carried 
on briskly, God found them other work to do. And fee here 
what it came to. 

. ■ * 

1. The city is at length taken by ftorm, for how could it hold 
out when God himfelf fought againft it. Nebuchadnezzar's army 
fat "down before it in the ninth year of Zedekiah, in the tenth montL 
ver. 1. in the depth of winter ; Nebuchadnezzar himfelf foon after • 
retired to take his pleafure, and left his generals to carry on the 
fiege : they intermitted it a while, but focn renewed it with a 
redoubled force and vigour. . At length, in the eleventh year, in the 
fourth month, about midfummer, they entered the city, the foldiers 
being fo weakned with famine, and all their provifions being now 
fpent, that they were hot able to make any refiftance, ver. n. Je- 
rufalem was fo ftrong a place that no body would have believed the 
enemy could ever have entered its gates, 'Lam. iv. 12. But fm had 
provoked God to withdraw his protection, and then, like Samfcn 
when his hair is cut, it is weak as other cities. 

2. The princes of the king of Babylon take po/Teffion of the 
middle gate, ver. 3. Some think it was the Cmie with that which is 
called the fecond gate; Zeph. i. 10. which is fuppofed to be in the 
middle wall that divided between one part of the city and the other; 
here they cautioufly made a halt, and durft not go forward into Co 
large a city, .among menthat s perhaps, would fell their lives as dear 
as they coulu, until they had given dire&ions for the fearching of 
all places, that they might hot be furprized by any ambu£h. They 
fat in the middle gate, from thence to take a view of the city, and 
give orders. The princes are here named, rough and uricoutrk 
names they are, to intimate what a fad change fin had made ^ . 
there where Eliakim and Helkiah^ who bare the name of the God 
of Ifrael, ufed to fit, now fit Nergal-fharezer, and Shamgar-nebo^ 
tif c. who bare the names of the heathen gods. Rabfares and Rab- 
mag are fuppofed to be not the names of diftincT: perfons, but the 
titles of thofe whofe names go before : Sarfechim was Rabfaris, 
captain of the guard, and Nergal-flharerer, to diftihguifh him from 
the other of the fame name that is put firft, is called Rab-mag, 
Camp-mafter,. either mufter-mafter or quarter-mafter : thefe and 
other the great generals fat in the gate. And now was fulfilled 
what Jeremiah prophefied long fince, chap. i. 15. that the families, 
of the kingdoms of the north fhould fet every one his throne at the 
efttring of the gates of Jerufalem ; juftly do the princes of the hea- 
then fet up thenifelves there, where the gods of the heathen had been 
lb often- let up. 

3. Zedekiah having in difguife, perhaps, feen the princes of the 
king of Babylon take pofTefiion of one of the gates of the city, 
thought it high time to Ihift for his own fafety, and loaded with 
guilt and fear, he iucnt out of the city, under no other protection 
but that of the night, ver. 4. which foon . failed him, for he was 
difcovered, purfued, and overtaken, though he made the bed: of 
his way, he could make nothing of it, cduld hot get forward, but 
in the plains of Jericho fell into the hands of the purfuers, ver. 5. 
thence he was brought prifoner to Riblah, where the king of Ba- 
bylon palled fentence upon him as a rebel, riot fentence of death, 

_but one may almoft fay, a worfe thing. For, (1.) He flezu his 
fons before his eyes, and they muft all be little, fome of them in- 
fants, for Zedekiah himfelf was now but thirty two years of age. 
The deaths of thefe fweet babes rhuft needs be fo many deaths to 
himfelf, efpecially when he confidered that his owri obftinacy was 
the caufe of it, for he was particularly told of this thing, chap. 

xxxviii. They foall bring firth thy zvives and children to the 
Chaldeans. (2.) He flew all the nobles of Judah, ver. 6. proba- 
Bably, not thofe princes of Jerufalerri who had advifed him to this 
defperate courfe, it Would be a fatisfaclion to him to fee them cut 
off, but the great men of the country who were innocent of the 
matter. (3.) He ordered Zedekiah to have his eyes put cut, yer. 7. 
fo condemning him to darknefs for life, who had ftiut his eyes 
againft the clear light of God's word, and was of thofe princes 
who will ?iot underjland, but walk on in darknefs, Pfal. Ixxxii. 5. 
(4.) He bound him with tzvo brazen chains or fetters ( fo the mar- 
gin reads it ) to carry him away to Babylon," there to fpend the 
reft of his days in mifery. All this fad ftory we had before, 
2 Kings xxv. 4, £sV. 
. a. Some- time after the city was burnt, temple and palace and 
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were fent to thee. O Zedekiah, Zedekiah /. this thou mighteft -have 
prevented, if thou wouldft but have taken Go<£s <C*oim1eI, 'and 
-yielded in time. 

5. The people that were, left were all earned aiuay captives to 
Babylon, ver. 9. now they muft bid a final farewel to the land of 
their nativity, that, plea/ant land, and to all their poffeffions and 
enjoyments in it : uiuft be driven fbme hundreds of, miles, like 
beafts, before the conquerors, that were now their cruel mailers, 
muft lie at their mercy in a Arrange land, and be fervants to them 
who would be (lire to rule them with rigour. The word Tyrant 
is originally a Chaldee word, and is often ufed for Lords by the 
Chaldee paraphraft, as if the Chaldeans, when they were lords, ty- 
rannized more than any other : we have reafon to think the poor 
Jews had reafon to fay fo. Some few were left behind, but they 
were the poor of the people, that had nothing to lofe, and therefore 
never made any refiftance. And they not only had their liberty, 
and were left to tarry at home, but the captain of the guard gave 
them vineyards and fields at the fame ti?ne, fuch as they were never 
matters of before, ver. 10. Obferve here, 1. The wonderful 
changes of providence ; fome are abated, others advanced, 1 Sam. 
i\. 5. the hungry filled with good things, and the rich fent empty 
away. The ruin of fome proves the rife of others. Let us 
therefore rejoice as though we rejoiced not in our abundance, and 
weep as though we wept not in our diftrefles. 2. The juft retri- 
butions of providence : the rich had been proud oppreflbrs, and 
now they are juftly punifhed for their injuftice : the poor had 
been patient fuffercrs, and now they are gracioufly rewarded for 
their patience,- and amends made them for all their lofles : for, ve- 
rily there is a God that judgetb in the earth, even in this world, 
much more in the other. 

11. J Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave 
charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the >cap- 
tain of the guard, laying, 12. Take him, and look 




well to him, and do him no harm, but do unto him 
even as he fhall fay unto thee. 13. So Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard fent, and Nebufliafban, Rab- 
faris, and Nergal-fharezer, Rab-mag, and all the king 
of Babylons princes : 14. Even they fenv and took 
Jeremiah out of the court of the prifon, and committed 
him unto Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam, the fon of Sha- 
phan, that he fhould cany him home : fo he dwelt a- 
mong the people. 15. J Now the word of the LORD 
came unto Jeremiah, while he was fhut up in the court 
of the prifon, faying, 16. Go and (peak to Ebed-melech 
the Ethiopian, faying, Thus faith the LORD of hofts 
the God of Ifrael, Behold, I will bring my words up- 
on this city for evil, and not for good, and they lhall 
tie accompli/bed in that day before thee. 17. But I will 
deliver thee in that day, faith the LORD, and thou 
lhalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom 
thou art afraid. 18. For I will furely deliver thee, 
and thou fhalt not fall by the fword, but thy life fliall 
be for a prey unto thee, becaufe thou haft put thy truft 

in me, faith the LORD. 

1 

Here we muft ling of mercy, as in the former part of the 
chapter we fang of judgment, and muft fing unto God of both. 
We may obferve here, 

(1.) A gracious providence concerning Jeremiah. When Jem- 
falem was laid in ruins, and all mens hearts failed them for fear, 
then might he lift up his head with comfort, knowing that his re- 
demption \lrew nigh, as Chrift's followers, when the fecond de- 
finition of Jerufalcm was haftning on, Luke xxi. 28. Nebu- 
chadnezzar had given particular orders that care fhould be taken of 
him, and he fhould be in all refpe&s well ufed, ver. 11, 12. Ne- 
buzar-adan, and the reft of the king of Babylon's princes obferved 
thefe orders, difcharged him out of prifon, and did every thing to 
make him eafy, ver. 13, 14. 

Now we may look upon this, 

1. As a very generous act of Nebuchadnezzar, who, though 
he was a haughty potentate, yet took cognizance of this poor pro- 
phet ; doubtlefs he had received information concerning him from 
the deferters, that he had foretold the king of Babylon's fuccefies 
againft Judah and other countries, that he had prefled his prince 
and people to fubmit to him, and that he had fuffered very hard 
things for fo doing ; and in confidcration of all this (though,, per- 
haps, he might have heard alfo that he had foretold the deftruftion 
of Babylon at length) he gave him thefe extraordinary marks of 
his favour. Note, It is the character of a great foul to take no- 



.erufage among ftrangets -and infidels, than among thofe that 
themfelves of the holy city. St. Paul found more favour and i 
ftice with king Agrippa, than with Ananias the high-pricft ^ 

3. As the performance of God's promife to Jeremiah, in vee 
pence for his fervices, chap. xv. r , / i&ill caufe the enemy to 
thee well i?i the day of evil. JereQiiali had been -faithful tp h; s l*\ 
as a prophet, and now God approves himfelf faithful .tp'hi in . 
the promife he had .made him. Now he is comforted, atcQrd j 
to the time wherein he had been afflicted, and fees thoufand^ nf 
on each hand, and himfelf fafe. * The falfe prophets " fell by th e 



judgments which they faid fhould never, come, chap* xiv- ^ 
prophet efcaped thofe judgments which he fkid would', cgxhe* an ^ 



which made their mifery the more terrible to . them, 7^ 
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that jnade his efcapc the more comfortable to him. The fame th't 
were the inftruments of punifhing the perfecutors, were the inftru 
mcnts of relieving the perfecuted ; and Jeremiah thought ney? 
the worfe of his deliverance for its coming fay the hand of the fciJ 
of Babylon, but faw the more of the hand of God in it. A ful]^ 
account of this matter we fhall meet with in the next- chapter. 

(2.) A gracious meflage to Ebed-melcch, to affure him pfare-t 
compence for his kindnefs to Jeremiah. This meflage was fent 
him by Jeremiah himfelf, who, when he returned him thanks for 
his kindnefs to him, thus turned him over to God to be his pay- 
matter.^ He relieved a prophet in the name of a prophet, and thus 
he had a prophet's reward. This meflage was delivered to him 
immediately after he had done that kindnefs to Jeremiah, but it is 
mentioned here after the taking of the city, to ihew that as God 
was kind to Jeremiah at that time, fo he was to Ebed-melcch for 
his fake ; and it was a token of ipecial favour to both, and thev 
ought fo to account it, that they were not involved in any of the 
common calamities. Jeremiah is bid to tell him, 1. That God 
would certainly bring upon Jerufalem the ruin that had been fcn 
and often threatned ; and tor his further fatisfa&ion, in bavin? 
been kind to Jeremiah, he fhould fee him abundantly proved a 
true prophet, ver. 16. 2. That God took notice of the fear he 
had of the judgments coming : Though he was bravely bold in tlv* 
f^rvice of God, yet he was afraid of the rod of God. Theene' 
mies were ?nen of whom he was afraid. Note, God knows how 
to adapt and accommodate his comforts to the fears and griefs of 
his people, for he knows their finds in adverjity. 3. That k 
fhall be delivered from having a fhare in the common calamity ; 
/ will deliver thee, I will furely deliver thee. He had been inftnj- 
mental to deliver God's prophet out of the dungeon, and now God 
promifeth to deliver him ; for he will be behind hand with none 
for any fervice they do dire£Uy or indirectly for his name. Thou 
haft faved Jeremiah's life, that was precious to thee, and therefore 
thy life fijall be given thee for a prey. 4. The reafon given for this 
diftinguifhing favour God had in ftore for him is, becaufe thou haji 
put thy trufl in me, faith the Lord. God in recompenfing meas 
fervices, has an eye to the principle they go upon in thofe ferviccs, 
and rewards according to thofe principles : And there is no princi- 
ple of obedience that will be more acceptable to God, nor have a 
greater influence upon us, than a believing confidence in God. 
Ebcd-melech trufted in God, that he would own him and ftand 
by him, and then he was not afraid of the face of man. And 
thofe who truft God, as this good man did, in the way of duty, 
will find that their hope ihall not make them afhamcd in times of 
the grcateft danger. 




CHAP. 



y e have attended J erufaleiii } s funeral • 

of the captives that were carried to ^„ r _ 0 

any more of them in this book, perhaps, we may in Exekiel^ and 
mufil in this and the four following chapters obferve the fiorpf 
thofe few fews that were left to remain in the land, after their 
brethren were carried away, and it is a very melancholy Jlory ; 
for, though at firji there were fome hopeful projpecls of their ivell* 
doing, they foon appeared as objlinate in Jin as ever, ' unhumbhi 
and unreformed, till all the rejl of the judgments threatned hi 
Dcut. xxviii. being brought upon them, that which in the M 
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bed, The Lord fhall bring thee into Egypt again. In this 
r we have, I . A more particidar account of jfei'emiaFs M* 

and his fettle?nent zuith Gedaliah, ver. 1, — 6. 2. 

great refort of the yews that remained fcattered in the mighhour* 
ing countries to Gedaliah, who was made their governor tmdf 
the king of Babylon ; and the good poflure they zvcre in for a 
under hi?n, ver. 7, — 12. 3. A treacherous defign formed agai^ 
Gedaliah, by Jjhmael, which we Jhall find executed in the next 
chapter, ver. 13,- — 16. 



tice of the fervices and fufferings of the meaneft. It was honour- | \X \ THE word which came to Jeremiah from the 

1 LORD, after tharNebuzar-adan the captain of 

the. guard, had let him ga from Ramah, when he had 
taken him being bound in chains among all that wcr? 

carried away captive of Jerufalem and Judah,. ^* 

2. And the 



ably done of the king to give this charge, even before the city was 
taken, and of the captains to obferve it, even in the heat of adtion, 
and it is recorded for imitation. 

2. As a reproach to Zedekiah and the princes of Ifrael, they put 
him into prifon, and the king of Babylon and his princes took him 

but. God's people and miniftcrs have often found fairer and kind- 
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were carried away captive unto Babylon.. 
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J eremiah 
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the LOR0> ^nd have not obeyed his 



>TU#» T OKI/ v^u>a ^ivauuui.vu una ^vix ujjv^ii : 

h' ohce ■ ^. Now the L0RD hath brought /V, and 
^^according as_he. Jiath; faid : becaufe ye have fin- 5 

xied againft # 
oice therefore this thing is come upon you. 4*. And 

# 'behold, I loofe thee this day from the chains 
^hich vgtre upon thine hand t if it feem good unto thee 

come with me into Babylon, come, and I will look 
t0 jl unCO thee *: but if it feem ill unto thee to come 
with me into Babylon, forbear •: behold* all the land is 
before thee whither it feemeth good and convenient 
for thee to go* thither go. 5. N ow while he was not 
yet gone back, he faid, Go back alfb to Gedaliah the . 
Li of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan, whom the king of 
Babylon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, 
and dtfell with him among the people : or go wherefo- , 
ever it feemeth convenient unto thee to ga. So the ; 
captain of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, 

and let him go. ' ' *" 

~ * 1 Mizpah, and dwelt with 



j 



him among the people that were left in the land. 

1 

The title of this part of the book-, which begins the chapter, 

f ems misapplied, The word which 'came to yeremiah 7 for here is 
nothing of prophecy in this chapter, but it is to be referred, to 
Uh xlii. 7- where we have a meftage that God lent by Jeremiah 
the captains and the people that remained, and the ftory be- 
twixt, and that is only to introduce that prophecy, and fhew the 
occafion of it, that it may be the better underftood and Jeremi- 
ah being himfelf concerned in the ftory, was the better able to 
e an account of it. 



giv 



jfebuzar-adan, to Gedaliah. 



Jeremiah 1 




ild feem that Jeremiah was 
urt of the prifon by the king 

a m _ _ . but afterwards being found 

among^the people in the city* when orders were given to the in- 
ferior officers to bind all they found that were of any fafhion, in 
order to their being carried captives to Babylon, he, through ig- 
norance and miftake, was bound among the reft, and hurried a- 
way : Poor man ! he feems to have been born to hardfhip and a- 
bufej a man of for rows indeed! But when the captives were 
brought manacled to Ramah, not far off, where a council of war, 
or court-martial was held, for giving orders concerning them, Je- 
remiah was foon diftinguiftied from the reft, and^ by fpecial order : 
of the court, was difcharged. • . 

1. The captain of the guard folemrily owns hini to be a true 
prophet, ver. 2, 3. The Lord thy God, whofe nieilenger thou haft 
been, and in whofe name thou haft Ipoken, has by thee pronoun- 
ced this evil upon this place ; they had fair warning given them of 
it, but they would not take the warning, and now the Lord hath 
Irought it, and, as by thy mouth he /aid it, fo by my hand he 
hath done what he /aid. He feems thus to juftify what he had 
<jone, and to glory in it, that he had been God's inftrument to 
fulfil that which Jeremiah had been his meflenger to foretel ; and 
upon that account it was indeed the moft glorious a£tion he had 
ever done. He tells all the people that were now iri chains be- 
fore him, it was hecaufe ye have finned again/} the Lord that this 
thing is come upon you. The princes of Ifrael would never be 
brought to acknowledge this, though it was as evident as if it had 
been written with a fun-beam : But this heathen prince plainly fees 
it, that a people that had been fo favoured as they had been by the 
divine goodnefs, would never have been abandoned thus, had they 
not been very provoking. The people of Ifrael had been often 
told this from the pulpit by their prophets, and they would not re- 
gard it ; now they are told it from the bench by their conqueror, 
"whom they dare not contradict, and who will make them regard 
it. Note. Sooner or later men fhall be made fenfible that their 
lin is the caufe of all their miferies. 

2. He gives him free leave to difpofe of himfelf as he thought 
fit. He kofed him from his chains a fecond time, ver. 4. invited 
him to come along with him to Babylon, not as a captive, but as 
z friend, as a companion, and / will fet my eye upon thee, fo the 
"word is ; not only / will look well to thee, but I will Ihew thee re- 
fpeft, will countenance thee, and will fee that thou be fafc and 
"well provided for : But if he were not difpofed to go to Babylon, 
"he might dwell where he pleafed in his own country, for it was all 
flow at the difpofe of the conquerors : He may go to Anathoth if 
he pleafe, and enjoy the field he had purcha&d there. A great 
change with this good man ! He that but lately was toiled from 
one prifon to another, may now walk at liberty from one poileffi- 
on to another. 

3. He advifeth him to go to Gedaliah, and fettle with him. 
This Gedaliah was made governor of the land under the king of Ba- 
h'bn> an honeft Jew, who (it is probable) betimes went over 
with his friends to the Chaldeans, and approved himfelf fo well, 
that he had this great truft put itfto his haads, zz*r. 5, While Je- 



remiah was not.yctgone back, but flood confidering what he fhould 
do,- Nebuzar-adan perceiving him neither inclined to go to Baby- 
, Ion, nor determined whither to go, turned the fcale for him ahd 
bid him by all means go to Gedaliah. • Sudden thoughts fometimes 
prove wife ones. But when he gave this counfel fce^did not defiVfi 
to Oblige him by it, nor will he take it ill if he do not follow h: 

Go whirefoever it feemeth convenient unio thee. It is friendly in* 
fuch cafes to give advice, but unfriendly to prefcribe, and to be 
angry if. ourjadvice be npt taken.. Let Jeremiah fleer what courfe 
he pleafeth, Nebuzar-adan will agree to it, and Believe he doth 
for the beft. Nor doth he. only; give him his liberty, and an ap- 
probation of the metres he fhall take, but provides for his fup- 
port; he gave him yiciuals, qnd a prefent, either in clothes. or 
money, and fo let him go. See how confidence the captain of the 
guard was, in his kindriefs to Jeremiah : He. fet him at liberty, 
but it was in a country that was kid wafte, and in which, as the 
pofture of it now was, he might have perifhed, though it was his 
own country, if he had not thus kindly furnifhed hini with necef- 
faries. Jeremiah not only accepted his kindnefs, but took his-ad- 
vice, and went to Gedaliah, to Mizpah, and dwelt with' him, 
ver. 6i Whether we may herein commend his prudence, I know 
not ; the event doth hot commend it, for it did npt prove at all 
to his comfort : However, we may commend his pious affe&ion 
to the land of Ifrael, that, uirlefe he were forced out of it as Eze- 
kiel, and Daniel, and other good men were, he would riot for~ 
fake It ; but chofe rather. *6 dwell with the poor in the holy land, 
than with princes in an unholy one. 



5 Now When all the captains of the Forces which 
were in the fields, even ^ they and their men heard that 
the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the fon of A« 
hikam goyernpr in the land, and had committed unto 
him men* and women j and children^ and of the poor 
of the land, of them that were not carried away captive 
to Babylon % . 8; Then they came to Gedaliah to Miz- 
pahj even Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniahi and Joha- 
nan and Jonathan the fons of Kareahj and Seraiah the 
fon of Tanhumethj and the fons tif Ephai the Neto- 
phathite, and Jezaniah the fon of a Maachathite, they 
and their men; 9; And Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam 
the fon of Shaphanj fware unto them and to their men,, 
faying, Fear not to ferve the Chaldeans dwell in the 
land and ferve the king of Babylon $ and it fhall be 
well with you. 10. As for me, Behold, I will dwell 
at Mizpah to ferve the Chaldeans* which will come un- 
to us : but ye* gather ye wine^ and fummer-fruitSj 
and oil, and put them in your veffels, and dwell in 
your cities that ye have taken; zz. Like wile when all 
the Jews that mere in Moab$ and among the Aipmo- 
nites, and in Edomj and that were in all the countries, 
heard that the king of Babylon had left a remnant of 
Judah^ and that he had fet over them Gedaliah the fon 
of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan ; 12. Even all the 
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Judal 



Mizpah, and gathered wine and fummer-fruits, very 
much. 13. 5 Moreover, Johanan the fon of Kareah* 
and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields* 
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, 14. And faid unto him, 
Doft thou certainly know that Baalis the king of the 
Ammonites hath fent ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah to 
flay thee ? But Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam believed 
them nt>t. 15. Then Johanaft the fon of Karcah fpake 
to Gedaliah in Mizpah fecretly, faying, Let me go, I 
pray thee, and I will flay Ifhmael the fon of Nethani- 
ah, and no man fhall know it : wherefore fhould he 
flay thee^ that all the Jews which are gathered unto 
thee fhould be fcafteredj and the remnant of Judah 
perifh ? 16, But Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam faid un- 
to Johanan the fon of Kareah* Thou fhak not do this 
thing, for thou fpeakeft falfly of Ifhmael* 

■ 

We have in thefe verfes, 

(ti) A bright sky opening upon the remnant of the Jews that 
were left in their own land, and a comfortable profpeft given 
them of fome peace and quietnefe, after the many years of trouble 
and terror with which they had been afflicted. Jeremiah indeed 
had never iri his prophecies fpoken of any fuch good days refer ved 
for the Jews immediately after the captivity ; but providence feem- 
ed to raife and encourage fuch an expectation, and it would be to 
that miferable people as life from the dead* Obferve the particu- 
lars. 

1. Gedaliah, one of themfefres, is made governor in the land, 

by the king of Babylorii ver, 7, To fhew that he defigned to 

make. 




make and keep -them cafy, he did hot give 
of the princes of Babylon, but to one -of their toe thren, who they 
rnight be fare would feck -their peace. He was the'fmof- Ahikam, 
the fon <of ••Sbetjban, -one of the princes. We read<of : 'his father, 
chap, xxvi. 24. that he took Jeremiah's part againft- the people. ; 
He ieems to be a man- of great wifdom, and a mild temper, and 
under whofe government the few that were left might -be very 
happy. The icing of Babylon had a good opinion of -him, and re- 
pofed a confidence in him, *fcr io him Jh r committed all that were 

left behind. ; ' ' \ : 

2. There is great rdfert to him from all parts, and all thole 
that were now the Jews of the difperfion, came and put themfelves 
under his -government and prote&ion. I. The great Bien that 
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at, Gedaliah, r and was 'contriving. to take him off; eitherVurk' - 
lice to the nation of .die jews, whofe, welfare he bate^lt'&qjf] ^ 
of,.. or -a perioral: pique againft, Gedaliah, &er. 14. Sonifc**^ 
Baalis to fignify the queen mother of the king of the.-Arnm^ 0 
or queen dowager, as jTihe were the firft mover of this Vlood ^ 
treacherous defigni 'One would . have thought 1 this lirtU-' ^ and 



-might have-been fiifej' when the great' king of Babylon : L?? 
it, and yet it is ruined by the artifices of-th is petty prince or • 
eels/ • Happy they .that have the King of kings on their fid Pnfti 
can take the wife. in their cwn craftinefs / :.for the .greateft 
king cannot with ; all- his: power iecure ; us againft fraudvan 

fon. of Neth 



earth! 



mg his fubjeas, and prom ife Him f ea C 
^barbarous than the defigni it "felf, nor ^ 
bafe than, the method, of compafiing it. m How wretchedly \ is *\l 
human nature corrupted and -.degenerated-; (evert in thofe that A 
tend to the beft blood) when it is capable of . admitting the though" 
of fuch abominable wickednefs ! ' Ifhmael was of the fed- row/ 
and would therefore be eafily tempted to envy and bate one th I 
fet up for a governor iri judah, that was hot; as lib was,* df £)!. 
vid's line, though he were never fc i rhuch* of foavid's fpfrit;" 

3. That Johanan, a brisk and- adlivernan, having got fcent of 
this plot, informed Gedaliah of it, yet taking it for granted ] le 
could not but know of it' before, the proofs of the matter hem 
fo very plain. Dofl thou certainly know? i. e. fure thou doff 
ver. 14. He gave' him private intelligence of it, ver. 15. homl 
he would then take the more notice of it. . He proffered 'his fe^ 
vice, to prevent it, by taking off Ifhmael, whole ve 

ominous to all the feed of Ifaac. Twill fay him : JVh 

he fay thee ? Herein he fhewed more courage and zeal than knk 
of juftice ; for if it be lawful to kill for prevention, who then can 

alwaj 



was 



Though the divine 



4. That Gedaliah,- being a man of fincerity himfelf, would by 
hp means give credit to the information given hirh of Jfhmae/s 
treachery. He faid, Thou fpeakejl falfy of 7/Jimael. . Herein he dif- 
covered more good humour - than difcretion, more of the innocen- 
cy of the dove, than the wifdom of the ferpent. Princes become 
uneafy to themfelves and all about them when they are jealous^ 
Queen Elizabeth faid, (he would believe no -more evil by l herpeo^ 
pie, than a mother would believe by her own children ; yet many 
have been ruined by being over-conftdent of the fidelity of thofe 
about theriu ■ ■ ; 
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had efcaped^hc Chaldeans by force, came and quietly Submitted to J ftrument of his malice, inftigated him" to murther Gedaliah- S nii 
Gedaliah, for their own fafety and common preferVation. Divers I that he might have a Fair' opportunity to do it/ direaed^hini^to^ 
are here named, w. 8. they came with their men, their fervants, ; and enrol himfelf arrie— u - * — - ^ ^° 

their foldiers, and fo ftrengthned one another 5 and the king of ] Nothing could be more 
'Babylon had fuch a good opinion -of Gedaliah his delegate, that he , 
was not at all jealous of the increafe x)f their numbers, but rather : 
pleafcd with it. 2. The poor men that had efcaped by "flight into 
the neighbouring countries of Moab, Ammon, and Edom, were 
induced by the love they bare to their own land, to return to it a- : 
gain, as Toon as they heard that Gedaliah was in authority there, 
ver. 11, 12. Canaan it felf would be an unfafe, unpleafant coun- . 
try, if there was no government or governors there, and thofe t 
that loved it dearly would not come back to it till they heard 
there was. It would be a great reviving to them thatiwere difper- 
fed, to come together again 5 that were difperfed into foreign coun- 
tries, to come together in their own country ; that- were under 
ftrange kings, to be under a governor of their own nation. See 
here in wrath -God -remembred mercy, and yet admitted fome of 
them upon a further trial of their obedience. 

3. The model of this new 'government is drawn up and fettled 
by an original contrail, which Gedaliah confirmed with an bath, 
a folcmn oath, vci\ 9. He fware io them, and to their men, it is 
probable, according to the warrant and inftrudt ions he had recei- 
ved from the king of Babylon, who empowered him to give 
•them thefe aflurances. 1. They mu ft own the property of their 
.lands to be in the Chaldeans. Come (faith Gedaliah) Fear not to 
fcrve the C hold earn : Fear not 

law had forbidden therri .to make leagues with the heathen, yet the 

divine fentence had obliged them to yield *to the king of Babylon. 

Fear not the reproach of it, and the difparagement it will be to 

your nation ; it is what God has brought you to,' has bound you 

to, and it is no difgrace to any to comply with him. Feat not 

the confequences of it, as if it would certainly make you and yours 

miferable ; no, you will find the king of Babylon not fo hard a v 

landlord as you apprehend him to be ; if you will but live peacea- 
" bly, peaceably you fhall live ; difturb not the government, and it 

will not difturb you. Se7~ve the king of Babylon, and it Jhall be 

well with you. If they fhould make any difficulty of doing perfo- 
nal homage, or fliould be apprehenfive of danger, when the Chal- 
deans fhould come among them, Gedaliah, probably, by inftru- 

tStion from the king of Babylon, undertakes upon all occafions to 

a£t for them, and make their applications acceptable to the king, 

ver. 10. As for ?ne, behold, I will dwell at Mixpah, to ferve the 

Chaldeans, to do homage to them in the name of the whole body, 

if there be occafion, to receive orders, and to pay them their tri- 
bute when they come to us. All that pafleth between them and ' 

the Chaldeans, fhall pafs through his hand ; and if the Chaldeans 
. put fuch a confidence in him, furely his own countrymen may 
. venture to do it. Gedaliah is willing thus to give them the affii- 

rance of an oath, that he will do his part in protecting them, but 

being apt to err (as many good men are) on the charitable fide, he 

did not require an oath from them, that they would be faithful to 

him, elfe the following mifchicf might have been prevented. 

However, protection draws allegiance, though it be not fworn ; 

and, by joining in with Gedaliah, they did, in effeCt, confent to 
• the terms of government, that they fhould ft * f ~ 

Ion. But, 2. Though they own the property of their lands to be 

in the Chaldeans, yet, upon that condition, they fhall have the 

free enjoyment of them, and all the profits of them, ver. 10. Ga- 
ther ye wine, and fummer- fruits, and take them for your own ufe, 

put them in your veffels, to be laid up for winter-ftore, as thofe do 

that live in a land of peace, and hope to eat the labour of your 

hand ; nay, the labour of other peoples hands, for you reap what 

they fowed ; nay, perhaps, they were the fpontaneous products of 

that fertile foil, for which none had laboured. And accordingly 

we find, ver. 12. that they gathered wine, and funmier-fruits, 

very much, fuch as were at prefent upon the ground, for their corn- 

harveft was over fome time before Jerufalem was taken. While 

Gedaliah was in care for the publick fafety, he left them to enjoy 

the advantages of the publick plenty, and, for ought appears, de- 
manded . no tribute from them 5 for he fought not his own profit, 

but the profit of many. > 

(2.) Here is a dark cloud gathering over this infant ftate, and 

threatning a dreadful ftorm. How foon is this, hopeful profpeft 
blafted ! For when God begins in judgment, he will make an end. 
It is here intimated to us, 



It is a very tragical Jlory that is related in 4 his chapter, . and- JJxws, 
that evil purfues linners. The black cloud that was gathering m 
the foregoing chapter, here bur/Is in a dreadful Jlonn. Thofe few 
yews that efcaped the captivity, were proud to think that thy 
were Jlill in their own land, when their brethren were gone iky 
knew not whither ; were fond of the wine, and fummer-fruits, 
they had gathered, and were very fecure under Gedaliah 's pro- 
teclorfhip, when, on a fudden, even thefe remains prove ruins too. 
I. Gedaliah is barbaroufy flain by Ifh?nael, ver. 1, 2. i. All 
the jFews that were with him were flain likewife, ver. 3. and a 
pit filed with their dead bodies, ver. 9. 3. Some devout mm % 
to the number of fourfcore, that were going towards Jcrufaltm^ 
were drawn in by Jfhmael, and murthered likewife, ver, 43—7. 
Only ten of them efcaped, ver. 8. • 4. Thofe that efcaped 
fwerd, zvere taken prifoners by Jfhmael, and cawied off ioivards 
the country of the A?mnonites, ver. io, 5. By the conducl and 
courage of Johanan, though the death of the fain is not revenged, 
yet the prifoners are recovered, and he now becomes, their com- 
mander in chief, ver. II, — 16. 6. His projeel is to carry them 
into the land of Egypt, ver. 17, 18. which we fhall hear more of 
in the next chapter. 

i.^^T OW it came to pafs in the feventh month, 

that Ifhmael "the fon of Nethaniah the fon of 
Elifhamah of the feed royal, and the princes of the 
king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah, 
the fon of Ahikam to Mizpah, and there they did eat 
bread together in Mizpah. 2. Then arofe Ifhmael the 
fon of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, 
and fmote Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam the fon of Shx- 
phan with the fword, and flew him, whom the king 
of Babylon had made governor over the land. 3. Ilh- 
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found there, ana the men of war. 4. And it came to 

pafs the fecond day after he had flain Gedaliah, and no 

man knew it, 5. That there came certain from She- 

chem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria* even fourfcore 

men having their beards lhaven, and their clothes rent, 

and 
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but with art and management : We have 



A having cut themfelves* with offerings and incenfe 
• their hand, to bring them to the houfe of the LORIX 
f And Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah went forth from 
Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as he went : 
nd it came to pafs as he met them, he faid unto them;, 
Come to Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam. 7. And it was 
f ^hen they came into the midft of the city, that Ifh- 
rnael the fon of Nethaniah flew them, and caff thejn 
'nto the midft of the pit, he, and the men that were 
Vith him. 8- But ten men were found among them 
that faid unto Ifhmad, Slay us not : for we have trea- 
sures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, 
nn d of honey- So he forbare, and flew them not a- 
mon* their brethren. 9. Now the pit wherein Iflimael 
had caft all the dead bodies of the men (whom he had 
fliinbecaufe of Gedaliah) was it, which Afa the king 
had made for fear of Baaflia king of Ifrael a?id iih- 
jnael the fon of Nethaniah filled it with them that were 
flain. io- Then Ifhmael carried away captive all the 
refidue of the people, that were in Mizpah, even the 
tings daughters, and all the people that remained in 
jyfizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 
had committed to Gedaliah the fon. of Ahikam, and 
Ifamael the fon of Nethaniah carried them away cap- 
t j ve and departed to go over to the Ammonites. 

jt is hard to fay which is more aftoni/hing, God's permitting, 
or mens perpetrating fuch villainies as here we find committed. 
Such bafe, barbarous, bloody work is here done fay men, who by 
their birth fhould have been men of honour, by their religion juft 
men, and this done upon thofe of their own nature, their own 
mtion, their own religion, and now their brethren in affliction, 
when they were all brought under the power of the victorious 
Chaldeans, and fmarting under the judgments of God, upon no 
provocation, nor with any profpect of advantage ; all done, not 
only in cold blood, 

fcarce fuch an mfhmce of perfidious cruelty in the fcripture ; fo 
that with John, when he few the woman drunk with the blood of 
the faints, we may well wonder with great admiration. But God 
permitted it for the compleating of the ruin of an unhumbled peo- 
ple, and the filling up of the meafure of their judgments, who had 
filled up the meafure of their iniquities. Let it poffefs us with an 
indignation at the wickednefs of men^ and an awe of God's righte- 

oufnefi. ■ ' 

1. Iflimael and his party trcachcroufly killed Gedaliah himfelf 

in the firft place. Though the king of Babylon had made: him a 
great man, had given him a commiflion to be governor of the land 
which he had conquered ; though God had made him a good 
man, and a great blefling to his country, and his agency for its 
welfare was as life from the dead, yet neither could fecure . him. 
Ifhmael was of the feed royal, ver. 1. and therefore jealous of Ge- 
daliah's growing greatnefs, and enraged that he fhould merit and 
accept a commiffion under the king of Babylon. He had ten men 
With him, that were princes of the king too, guided by the fame 
peevifh refentments that he was ; thefe had been with Gedaliah 
before, chap. xl. 8. to put themfelves under his protection, chap. 
xl. 8. and now came again to make him a vifit ; and they did eat 
bread together in Mizpah. He entertained them generoufly, and 
entertained no jealoufy of them, notwithstanding the information 
given him by johanan. They pretended friendfhip to him, and 
gave him no warning to ftand on his guard ; he was in fincerity 
friendly to them, and did all he could to oblige them, but they 
that did eat bread with him lift up the heel againft him. They 
did not pick a quarrel with him, but watched an opportunity, 
when they had him alone, and aflaffinated him, ver. 2. 

2. They likewife put all to the fword that they found in arms 
there, both Jews and Chaldeans, all that were employed under 
Gedaliah, or were in any capacity to revenge his death, ver. 3. 
As if enough of the blood of Ifraelites had not been ftied by the 
Chaldeans, their own princes here mingle it with the blood of the 
Chaldeans. The vine-drefTers and the husbandmen were bufy in 
the fields, and knew nothing of this bloody maflacre ; fo artfully 
was it carried on and concealed ! 

3. Some good honeft 'men, that were going all in tears to la- 
ment the defolations of Jerufalem, were drawn in by Ifhmael, and 
murdered with the reft. Obferve, x. From whence they came, 
Vir * 5» from Shechem, Samaria, and Shi/oh, places that had been 
famous, but were now reduced ; thev belonged to the ten tribes, 
but there were fome in thofe countries that retained an affection 
for the worfhip of the God of Ifrael. 2. Whither they were go- I j t can ^ e ^ Q 
}n Z > to the houfe of the Lord, the temple at Jerufalem, which, no 
doubt, they had heard of the deftruStion of, and were going to, 
pay their refpects to its afhes, to fee its ruins, that their eye might, 
aftcft their heart with lor row for them : They favour the dtt/l 
thereof^ Pfalm cii. 14. They took offerings and incenfe in their 

hand, that if they fhould find any altar there, though it were but 



he would have 



an altar of earth, and any prieft ready to officiate, they might not 
be without fomething to offer ; if not, yet they mewed their good- 
will, as Abraham, when he came to the place 'of the alta?\ though 
the altar was gone. The people of God ufed to go rejoicing to the 
houfe ;of the Lord, but thefe went in the habit of mourners, with 

n Z \ * rCHty and thcir hc r ads fo aven > for the Providence of 
God loudly called to weeping" and mourning, becaufe it was not 

With the faithful worfhippers of God as in months paft. 3. How 
they were decoyed into a fatal fn are by Iflimael's malice: Hearing 
of their approach, he refolved to be the death of them too 5 : fo 
blood-thxrfty was he ! He feemed as if he hated every one that had 
the name of an Ifraelite, or the face of an honeft man 5 thefe pil- 
grims towards Jerufalem he had a fpite to, for the fake of their er- 
rand. Iflimael went out to meet them with crocodiled tears, pre- 
tending to bewail the defolations of Jerufalem as much as they, 
and, to try how they flood affected to Gedaliah and his govern- 
ment, he courted them into the town, and found them to hk've a 
refpeel for him, . which confirmed him in his refolution to murder 
them.- He faid, Co?ne to Gedaliah, pretending 
them come and live with him, when really he intended they 
mould come and die with him, ver. 6. They had heard fuch a 
character of Gedaliah, that they were willing enough to be ac- 
quainted with him ; but Ilhmael, when he had them in the mldjl 
cfthe town, fell upon them, and flew them, ver. 7. and, no doubtj 
took the offerings they had, and converted them to his own ufe j 
for he that v/ould not fuck at fuch a murder, would not ftick at 
facrilege.- Notice is taken of his difpofing of the dead bodies of 
thefe and the reft that he had ffcin } he tumbled them all into a 
great pit, ver. 7. the fame pit that Afa king of Judah had digged 
long before, either in : the city, or adjoining to it, when he built 
or fortified Mizpah, 1 Kings xi. 22. to be a frontier garifon a- 
gainft Baajha king of Ifrael, and for fear of him, vtn 9. Note, 
Thofe that dig pits with a good intention, yet know nor what ill 
ufe they may be put to one time or other. He flew fo feiany, 
that he could not afford them each a grave, or would not d6 thein 
fo much honour, but threw them all promifcuoufly into orie pit.' 

Among thefe laft that were doomed to the /laughter, there were 
ten that obtained a pardon, by working, not on the companion, 
but the covetoufnefs of thofe that had them at their mercy, ver* 
8. They faid to Ifhmael, when he was about to fuck their blood* 
like an infatiable horfeleech, after that of their companions, Slay 
us not 5 for we have treafures in the field, \. e. country treafures, 
large flocks upon the ground, abundance of fuch commodities as 
the country affords, wheat and barley, and oil and honey ; intima- 
ting, that they would difcover it to him, and put him in poflefli- 
on of it all, if he would fpare them. Skin for skin, and alt that a 
man has will he give for his life. This bait prevailed ; Ifhmael 
faved them, not for the love of mercy, but the love of money. 
Here were riches kept for the owners thereof, not to their hurt, 
Ecclef. v. 13. and to caufe them to hfe their lives. Job xxxi. 39. 
but to their good, and the preferring of their lives. Solomon ob- 
ferves, that fometimes the ranfom of a man's life is his riches. 
But thofe who think thus to bribe death, when it comes with com- 
miffion, and plead with it, faying, Slay us not, for we have trea- 
fures in the field, will find death inexorable, and themfelves 
wretchedly deceived. 

4. He carried off the people prifoners ; the kings daughters, 
whom the Chaldeans cared not for troubling themfelves with, 
when they had the king's fons, and the poor of the land, the vine- 
dreffers and husbandmen, that were committed to Gedaliah's 
charge, were all led away prifoners towards the country of the 
Ammonites, ver. 10. Iflimael, probably, intending to make a pre- 
fent of them, as the trophies of his barbarous victory, to the king 
of that country, that fet him on. This melancholy ftory is a 
warning to us, never to be fecure in this world. Worfe may be 
yet to come then, when we think the worft is over ; and that 
end of one trouble, which we fancy to be the end of all trouble, 
may prove to be the beginning of another, of a greater. Thefe 
here thought, Surely the bitternefs of death, and of captivity, is 
pajl ; and yet feme died by the (word, and others went into capti- 

When we think our felves fafe, and begin to be eafy, de- 
There is 



vity, 



ftruition may come that way that we little expected it. 
many a fliip wrecked in the harbour. We can never be fure of 
peace on this fide heaven. 



II. 



5 But when Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces that were with him, heard 
of all the evil that Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah had 

12. Then they took all the men, 

and - found 

hail by the great waters that are in Gibeon. 13. Now 

pafs, that when all the people which were 
with Iflimael faw Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces that were with him, 



done, 

fisjit with Iflimael the fon of Nethaniah, 

O 



then 



So all the people, that Ifhmael 
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capti 

they were glad. 14 

had carried away captive from Mizpah, caft about and 
returned, and went unto Johanan the fon of Kareah, 
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But Ifhmael the Ton of Nethaniah, efcaped from 
.Johanan with eight men, and Went to the Ammonites-. 

1 6. Then took Johanan the fon- of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces that were with him, all the 
remnant cf the people whom he had recovered from 
Iflimael the fon of Nethaniah, from Mizpah (after that 
he, had flain Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam) even mighty 
men of war, and the women and the. children, and the 
eunuchs whom he had brought again from Gibeon, 

17, And they departed and dwelt in the habitation of 
Chimham* which is by Bethlehem, to go to enter into 
Egypt, 18. Becaufe of the Chaldeans : for they were 
afraid of them becaufe Iflimael the fon of Nethaniah 
had flain Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam, whom the king 
cf Babylon made governor in the land* 



It had been well if johanan, when lie gave information to Ge- 
<3aliah of Ifhmael's treafonable defign, though he could not obtain 
leave to go kill Ifhmael, and to prevent it that way, yet had flay- 
ed with Gedaliah ; for he and his captains, and their forces, might 
have been a life r guard to Gedaliah, and a terror to Ifhmael, and 
fo have prevented the mifchief, without the efFufion of blood : 
But, it feems, they were out upon fome expedition, perhaps, no 
good one, and fo v/ere out of the. way when they fhould have 
been. upon the heft fcrvice. Thofe that aftecT: to ramble, are ma- 
ny times out of their place when they are. moft needed. How- 
ever, at length, they hear of all the evil that Ifhmael had done, 
ver. 1 1. and are refclved to try an after-game, which we have an 
account of in thefe verfes. 

1, We heartily wifli Johanan could have taken revenge upon 
the murderer, but he prevailed only .to refcue the captives.- They 
that i\Hcd fhed fo much blood, it was pity but their blood fhould 
hay e* been fhed 5 and it is ftrange that vengeance fuffered them to 
live ; yet it did. Johanan gathered what forces he could, and 
Went to. fight with IJhmdel, ver. 1 2. upon notice of the murders he 
had committed, (for though he concealed it for a time, wr, 4. 
yet murder will out) and which way he was gone, he purfued him, 
and overtook him by the great pool of Gibeon, which we read of, 
T.'Scm.'lu 13. And upon his appearing with fuch a force, Ifh- 
mael's heart failed him, his guilty confeience flew in his face, and 
he durft not ftand his ground againft an enemy that was.fbmething 
like a match for him. The moll cruel are often the moft cow- 
ardly. The poor captives were glad when they Jaw Johanan, and 
the captains that were zvith him, looking upon them as their de- 
liverers, ver. 1 3. and they prefently found a way to wheel about, 
and come over to them, ver. 1 4. Ifhmael not offering to detain 
them when he faw Johanan. Note, Thofe that would be helped 
tnufl help thcmfelves. Thefe captives flayed not till their conque- 
rors "were beaten, but took the firft opportunity to make their 
efcape, as fbon as they faw their friends appear, and their enemies 
thereby "difheartned. Iflimael quitted his prey to fave his life, and 
efeaped with sight men, ver. 15. It feems, two of his ten men, 
that were his banditti or aflaflincs, fpoken of, ver. 1. either over- 
run him, or were killed in the engagement ; but he made the befl: 
of his way to the Ammonites, as a perfect renegado, that had 
quite abandoned all relation to the commonwealth of Ifrael, though 
he was of the feed-royal, and we hear no more of him. 

2. We heartily wifh that Johanan, when he had refcued the 
captives, would have flttcn down quietly with them, and governed 
them peaceably, as Gedaliah did ; but, inftead of that, he is for 
leading them fuch a trace into the land of Egypt, as Ifhmael would 
have led them into the land of the Ammonites 5 fo that though 
he got the command over them in a better way than Ifhmael did, 
and honeftly enough, yet he did not ufe it much better, Gedali- 
ah, who was of a meek and quiet fpirit, was a great bleffing to 
them 5 but Johanan, who was of a fierce and reftlefs fpirit, was 
fet over them for their hurt, and to compleat their ruin, even af- 
ter they were as they thought redeemed. ' Thus did God ftill walk 
contrary to them ! 1. The refolutioii of Johanan and the cap- 
tains was 'very rafh ; nothing would ferve them but they would go 
to enter into Egypt, ver. 17. and, in order to that, they encamp- 
ed for a time in the habitation of Chhnbam, by Bethlehem, David's 
city. Probably, it was fome land which David gave to Chim- 
ham, the fon of Barziliai, which, though it returned to David's 
family^ at the year of jubilee, yet, ftill bore the name of Chim- 
ham. Here Johanan made his head quarters, fleering his courfe 
towards Egypt, either from a perfonal affection to that country, 
or an ancient national confidence in the Egyptians for help in di- 

Some of the mighty men of war, it feems, had efcaped, 
thofe he took with him, and the women, and children, whom he 
had recovered from Iflmiael, who were thus emptied from veflcl to 
veflel, becaufe they v/ere yet unchanged. 2. The reafon for this 
refolution ' was very frivolous. They pretended they vjere afraid of 
the Chaldeans, that they would come and do I know not what 
with them, becaufe. Jjhmael had killed Gedaliah, ver. 18. I can- 
not think they really had any apprehenfions of danger upon this 
account ; for though it is true the Chaldeans had caufe enough to 
refent the murder of their viceroy, yet they were not fo unreafon- 



ftrefs. 



able, or unjuft, as to revenge it upon thefe ■who appeared fo 
rcufly againft the murderers : But they only make ufe of 
a fham to cover that corrupt inclination of their unhelU,;J b ® 

3 fo itrong m tnem to return into ' Egypt % ^i r 
will jliftly lofe their comfort in real fears, that excufe them r ] 
in fin with pretended fears. 
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oh an an and the captains being flrongly be? ft upon going £ 
either their affections or politicks advifing them to take that ch,- 1 '.* 



,&urfi f 

0 



they had a great defire that God flwuld dir'eSt them to do f 0 t 
like Balaam, who, when he zuas determined to go curfe Jf r ^j. 
asked God leave. Here is, I* The fair bargain that, was mad 
between fere mi ah and the?n, about confulting God, hi this mattt- 
ver. i,- — 6; 2. The mejfage at large which God fent them *' 
anfwer to their enquiry ; in which,. (1.) They are commanded 




if they did it would be their ruin, ver.* 1 3,— 18. (3-) Th^. ar 
charged with difjimidation hi their ashing what God's will 'was k 
this matter, and difobedience when: they were, told zuhat it % 
and fentence is pajfed.upon them for it, ver.. ig, — 22. 



wis I 



i. r & ^ HEN all the captains of the forces, and jo- 
h hanan the fon of Kareah, and Jezaniah the ion 
of Hofhaiah, and all the people from the leaft even 
unto the greateft, came near, 2." And laid unto Jere- 
miah the prophet, Let, we befeech thee* our Appli- 
cation be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto 
the LORD thy God, even for all this remnant, (for 
we are left hut a few of many, as thine eyes .do behold 
us) 3. That the LORD thy God may fliew us the 
way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may 
do. 4. Then Jeremiah the prophet faid unto them, 
I have heard you ; behold, I v/ill pray unto the LORD 
your God according to your words, and it fhall come 
to pafs, that whatfoever thing the LORD Ihall an- 
fwer you, I will declare // unto you : I will keep no- 
thing back from you. 5. Then they faid to Jeremiah, 
The LORD be ..a true and faithful witnefs between 
us, if we dp not : even according to all things for the 
which the LORD thy God Ihall fend thee to us. 6. 
Whether it be good, or whether // be evil, we will 0- 
bey the voice of the LORD our God, to whom we 
fend thee ; that it may be well with us, when we obey 
the voice of the LORD our God. 

We have reafon to wonder how Jeremiah the prophet efcaped 
the fword of Iflimael, it feems he did, and it was not the firft time 
that the Lord hid him. It is ftrange alfo that in thefe violent 
turns he was not confulted before now, and his advice asked and 
taken. But it fhould feem as if they knew not that a prophet was 
among them 5 though this people were as brands plucked out of the 
fire, yet have they not returned is the Lord: This people has a re- 
volting and a rebellious heart ; and contempt of God and his pro- 
vidence, God and his prophets, is ftill the fm that moft taffy beftts 
them. But now at length, to ferve a turn, Jeremiah is hearfcned 
out, and all the captains, Johanan him lei f not excepted, with/?// 
the people from the lea ft to the greaicjl, make him a vifit 5 they 
came near, ver. I. which intimates, that hitherto they had kept at 
a diftance from the prophet, and had been ftiy of him. Now 
here, 

1. They defire him by prayer to ask direction from Cod wfc-t 
they fhould do in the prefent critical juncture, ver. 2, 3. They 
exprefe thcmfelves wonderful well, (1.) With great refpecT: to th 
prophet. Though he was poor and low, and under their com- 
mand, yet they apply thcmfelves to him with humility and fub- 
mrfiivenefs, as petitioners for his alllftance, which yet they inti- 
mate their own unworthinefs of : Let, we befeech thee, cur fcp- 
plication be accepted before thee. They compliment him thus, W 
hopes to perfwade him to fay as they would have him 
(2.) With a great opinion of his intereft in heaven. - Pray for us, 
who know not how to pray for our felves : Pray to the Lordity 
God, for v/e are unworthy to call him ours, nor have we reafon to 
expedl any favour from him. (3.) With a great fenfe cf their 
need of divine direction ; they fpeak of thcmfelves as objcus or 
companion, we are but a remnant, but. a few of many ; how caiuj 
will fuch a remnant be (wallowed up, and yet it is pity it fhould* 
Thine eyes fee what diftrefs we are in, what a plunge v/e arc at ; 1 
thou canft do any thing, help us. (4.) With defire of a divine 
conduct : Let the Lord thy God take this ruin into his though^ 
and under his hand, and Jhevu us the wav wherein we may &Mf*i 

and the tin** *f 

Note, I" 
cur/ 



and may expect to have his prefencc with us, 
zve may do, the courfe we may take for our own faiety. 
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difficult, doubtful cafe, our eye. mutt be up to God for dire- faith the LORD of hofts the God of Ifracl As im'np 



S: They then might expeft to be d hetfed by a fpirit of pro- anger and my fury hath 



^/ l ° n " which is now ceafed $ but we may ftill in faith pray to be 
uidcd by ^fp rit °f w{fl om m our hearts, and the hints of provi- 



been poured forth upon the 



dence 



./ Jeremiah faithfully promifcth them to pray for dirc&ion for 
and whatever mefiage God fhould fend to them by him, he 
uld deliver it to them juft as he received it, without adding, al- 
W ° # cr or diminifhing, ver. 4. Minifters may hence learn, 
^Confcientioufly to pray for thofe who defire their prayers : / 
* ra y f or you, according to your words. Though they had 
^hted him, y et ? Samuel, when he was flighted, he will not 



Cm azainft the Lord, in cea f tn 2 to P ra y f or them 5 1 Sams xii. 23. 
Confcientioufly to advile thofe who defire their advice, as near 



of 



thev can to the mind of God, not keeping back any thing that is 
^'ofilabk for them, whether it be pleafing or no, but to declare to 
fhcm the whole cownfel of God, that they may approve themfelves 

true to their truft. 

They fairly promife, that they will be governed . by the will 

God as foon as they know what it is, ver. 5, 6. and they 
W the impudence to appeal to God concerning their fincerity 
herein, though at the fame time they diffembled : The Lord be a 
if lie and faithful zuitnefs between us, i. e. do thou in the fear of 
God tell us truly what his mind is, and then we will in the fear 
of God comply with it 5 and for this, the Lord the Judge be 
'ud^e between .us. Note, Thofe that expect to have the benefit 
of^ood minifters prayers, muft confcientioufly hearken to their 
breaching, and be governed by it, as far as it agrees with the mind 
of God. Nothing could be better faid than this here, Whether it 
he good r , or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our 
God that it may be well with us* I. They now call God their 
God, for Jeremiah had encouraged them to call him fo, ver. 5. 
J will pray to the Lord your God. He is ours, and therefore we 
will obey his voice. Our relation to God ftrongly obligeth us to 
obedience. 2. They promife to obey his voice, becaufe they lent 
the prophet to him to confult him. Note, We do not truly de- 
fire to know the mind of God, if we do not fully refolve to com- 
ply with it when we do know it. 3. It is an implicit univcrfal 
obedience that they here promife : They will do what God ap- 



points 



them to do, whether it be good, cr whether it be evil : 



Though it may feem evil to us, yet we will believe that if God 
commands it, it is certainly good, and we muft not difpute it, but 
do it. Whatever God commands, whether it be eafy or difficult, 
agreeable to our inclinations, or contrary to them, whether it be 
cheap or coftly, fafhionable or unfafhionable, whether we get or 
lofe by it in our worldly interefts, if it be our duty, we will do it. 
4. It is upon a very good confideration that they promife this, a 
reafonable and powerful one, that it may be well with us ; which 
intimates a conviction that they could not expect it fhould be well 
with them upon any other terms. 

7. 5 And it came to pafs after ten days, that the 
word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah. 8. Then 
called he Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all the cap- 
tains of the forces which were with him-, and all the 
people from the leaft even to the greateft, 9. And 
faid unto them, Thus faith the LORD the God of If- 
rael, unto whom ye fent me to prefent your fuppiicati- 
on before him, io. If ye will flill abide in this land, 
then will I build you, and not pull you down, and I 
will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I repent me 
of the evil that I have done unto you. 11. Be not a- 
fraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid : 
be not afraid- of him, faith the LORD : for I am with 
you to fave you, and to deliver you from his hand. 
12. And I will fhew mercies unto you, that he may 
have mercy upon you, and caufe you to return to your 
own land. 



your 



13. 5 But if ye fay, We will not dwell in 
this land, neither obey the voice of the LORD 
God, 14. Saying, No, but we will go into the land 
of Egypt, where we fhall fee no war, nor hear the 
found of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread, and 
there will we dwell : 15. (And now therefore hear 
the word of the LORD, ye remnant of Judah, Thus 
faith the LORD of hofts the God of Ifrael, If ye 
wholly fet your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to fo- 
jpurn there) 16. Then it fhall come to pals, that the 
iword which ye feared, fhall overtake you there in the 
land of Egypt, and the famine whereof ye were afraid, 

fcall follow clofe after you there in Egypt, and there 
ye fhall die. 17. So fhall it be with all the men that 
fet their faces to go into Egypt to fojourn there, they 
flull die by the fword, by the famine, and by the pe- 
ftilence : and none of them fhall remain or efcape from 
the evil that I will bring upon them* 18. For thus 



inhabitants of Jerufalem % fo fhall my fury be poured 
forth upon you, when ye fhall enter into Egypt : and 
ye fhall be an execration, and an aftonifliment, and 



curfe, and a reproach, and ye fhall fee this pk 




no 



more 



19. 5 The LORD hath faid concerning you| 
O ye remnant of Judah, Go ye not into Egypt : know 
certainly, that I have admonifhed you this day. 20 V 
For ye diffembled in your hearts;, when ye fent me unto 
the LORD your God, faying, Pray for us unto the 
LORD our God, and according unto all that the 
LORD our God fhall fay, fo declare unto us, and we 
will do it. 21. And now I have this day declared it to 
you, but ye have not obeyed the voice of the LORD 
your God, nor any thing for the which he hath fent me 
unto you. 22. Now therefore know certainly, that ye 
fhall die by the fword, by the famine, and by the pe- ' 
ftil ence, in the place whither ye defire to go, and to 
fojourn. 

We have here the anfwer which Jeremiah was fent to deliver to 
thofe who employed him to ask counfel of God. 

T. It did not come prefently, not till ten days after, ver. 7*. 
They were thus long held in fufpence, perhaps, to punifh them for 
their hypocrify, or to fhew that Jeremiah did not fpeak of himfelf, 
nor what he would, for he could not fpeak when he would, but 
muft wait for inftruclions. However, it teacheth us to continue 
waiting upon God for direction in our way ; The vifion is for an 
appointed time, and at the end it fiall fpeak. 

2. When it did come lie delivered it publickly, both to the 
captains, and to all the people, from the meaneft to thofe in the 
higheft flat ion ; he delivered it fully and faich fully, as he received 
it, as he had promifed that he would keep nothing back from 
them. Tf Jeremiah had been to direct them by his own prudence, 
perhaps he could net have told what to advife them to, the cafe 
was fo difficult ; but what he has to advife is what the Lord Cod 
of Ifrael faith, to whom they had fent him, and therefore they 
were bound in honour and duty to obferve it. And this lie tells 
them, 

(1.) That it is the will of God that they fhould flay where they 
were; and his promife, that if they do fo it fhall undoubtedly be 
well with them ; he would have them ftill to abide in tins landj 
ver. 10. Their brethren were forced out of it into captivity, 
and it was their affliction ; let them therefore count it a mercy 
that they may ftay in it, and a duty to flay in it. Let thofe 
whofe lot is in Canaan, never quit it while they can keep it. It 
had been enough to oblige them, if God had only faid, I charge 
you, upon your allegiance, to abide Jl ill in the land \ but he 
rather perfwades them to it as a Friend, than commands it as a 
Prince. 

1. He expreffeth a very tender concern for them in their prefent 
calamitous condition ; It repent eih me of the evil that 1 have done 
unto you. Though they had fhewn fmall fign of their repenting 
of their fins, yet God, as one grieved for the mifery of Ifrael, 
Judg. x. 16. begins to repent of the judgments he had brought 



upon them for their fins. Not that he changed his mind, but he 
was very ready to change his way, and to return in mercy to 
them. God's time to repent himfelf concerning his fervants, is 
when he fees that, as here, their ftrength is gone, ariJ there is none 
fjut up or left, Deut. xxxii. 36. 



2. He anfwers the argument they had again ft abiding in this 
la7td ; they feared the king of Babylon, chap. xli. 18. left he fhould 
avenge the death of Gcdaliah upon them, though they were no 
way acceflbry to it, nay, had witnefied againft it. The furmife 
was foreign and unreafonable ; but if there had been any ground 
for it, enough is here faid to remove it, ver. 1 1. Be not afraid of 
the king of Babylon, though he is a man of great might and little 
mercy, and a very arbitrary prince, whofe will is a law, and 
therefore you are afraid he will, upon this pretence, though with- 
out colour of reafon, take advantage againft you : Be not afraid 
of him, for that fear will bring afnare ; fear not him, for I am with 
you ; and if God be for you to fave you, who can be againft you 
to hurt you ? Thus has God provided to obviate and filence even 
the caufelefs fears of his people, which difecurage them in the 
way of their duty there is enough in the promife td do it. 

3. He aflures them, that if they will ftill abide in this land, 
they fhall not only be fafe from the king of Babylon,, but be made 
happy by the King of kings : / will build you and plant you ; you 
fhall take root again, and be the new foundation of another ftatc ; 
a phcenix-kingdom rifing out of the afnes of the laft. It is added, 
v?r. 12. / will Jhezv mercies unto you. Note, In all our comforts 
w^ may read God's mercies. God will fhew them mercy in this, 
that not only the king of Babylon fhall not deftroy them, but he. 
fhall have mercy upon them, and help to fettle them. Note, What- 
ever kindnefe men do us, we muft attribute it to God's kindnefs. 
He makes thofe whom he pities^ to be pitied, even by thofe that 

carried 
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Obfcrve here, 



Carried than captives, Pfal cvi. 46. The king of Babylon having 
now the difpofal of the country, fliall caufe you to return to your 
own land*, i. e. fhall fettle you again in your own habitations, and 
put you in pofieffieri of* the lands that formerly "belonged to you. 
Note, God lias made that our duty which is really our privilege, 
and our obedience .will be its own recom pence. Abide in this land, 
and it (hall be your own land again, and you fhall continue in it. 
Do not out-run it, now you ftand fo fair for the enjoyment of it 
again. Be not fo unwife, as to forfake your ozvn mercies for lying 
vanities. 

(2.) That as they tender the favour of God and their own 
happinefs, they muft by no means think of going into Egypt ; 
not thither, of any place, not to that land out of which God had 
delivered their fathers, and which he had fo often warned them ..not 
tt> make alliance with, nor to put confidence in. 

1. The fin they are fuppofed to be guilty of, and to him that 
knew their hearts it was more than a fuppofition. You begin to 
fay, We will not dwell in this land, ver, 13. we will never think 
that we can be fafe in it, no, not though God himfelf undertake 
our protection ; we will not continue in it, no, not in obedience 
to the voice of the Lord our God 3 He may fay. what he pleafeth, 
but we will do what we pleafe : We will 'go into the land 6f Egypt , 
and there will %vc dwelL whether God s;ivc us leave, and go along 
with us, or no, ver. 14. It is fuppofed that their hearts were 
upon it 5 If ye wholly fet your faces to enter into Egypt \ are obfti- 
nately refolved that ye will go and fojourn thcre^ though God op- 
pofe you in it, both by his word and by his providence, then take 
what follows. Now the reafon {hey go upon in this refolution is, 
-that /;/ Egypt zvc Jhall fee no war, nor have hunger of bread, as 
we have had a long time in this land, ver. 14. Note, It is 
folly to quit our place, efpecially to quit the holy land, becaufe 
we meet with trouble in it ; but greater folly to think, by 
changing our place to out-run the judgments of God, and that 

finncrs in every way of drfobedience, and 
cfcaping, but by returning to our 



evil which purfues 
which there is no 



allegi- 



ance. 



themfelves 5 the grievances common 



2. The Sentence pa/Ted upon them for this fin, if they will 
pcrfift in it : It is pronounced in God's name, ver. 15. Hear the 
word of the Lord, ye remnant of jfudab, that think becaufe you 
are a remnant you muft be fpared of courfc, ver. 2. and indulged 
in your own humour. (1.) Did the fword and famine frighten 
them r Thofe very judgments fhall purfue rhem into Egypt, fhall 
overtake them and overcome them there, ver. 16,17. ye think 
becau/e war and famine have long been nr.ging in this land, they 
are entialed upon it ; whereas if you truft in"God, he can make 
even this land a land of peace to you ; you think they are con- 
fined to it, and if you can get clear of this land, you fhall get 
out of the reach of them, but God will fend them after you 
wherever you go. Note, The evils we think to efcape by fin, 
we certainly and inevitably run ourfelves upon. The men that 
go to Egypt in contradiction to God's will, to efcape the fword 
and faininc, fhall die in Egypt by fword and famine. We may 
apply it to the common calamities of human life ; thofe that are 
impatient of them, and think to avoid them by changing their 
place, will find they are deceived, and they do not at all mend 

to men, will meet them 
wherever they go ; all our removes in this world, are but from one 
wildernefs to another ; ftill we are where we were. (2.) Did 
the dcfolations of Jerufalem frighten them ? W ere they willing to 
get as far as they could from them ? They fhall meet with the 
fecond part of them too in Egypt, ver. 18. As my anger and fury 
have been poured out here upon Jerufalem, fb it fhall be poured out 
upon you in Egypt. Note, Thofe that have, by fin, made God 
their enemy, will find him a confiiming fire wherever they go. 
And then ye fhall be an execration and an afloniflmient. The 
Hebrews were of old an abomination to the Egyptians, Gen. xliii. 
32. and now they fhall be made more fo than ever. When God's 
profeiKng people mingle themfelves with infidels, and make their 
court to them, they lofe their dignity, and make themfelves a re- 
proach. 

3. That God knew their hypocrify in their enquiries of him, 
and that when they asked what he would have them to do, they 
were refolved to take their own way, and therefore the fentence 
which was before pronounced conditionally, is made abfolute. 
Having fet before them good and evil, the blefling and the cur/e, 
in the clofe he makes application of what he had faid. And here, 
(1.) He folemnly protefts that he had faithfully delivered his mef- 
fage, ver. 19. The ccnclufion of the whole matter is, Go not 
down into Egypt, you difobey the command of God if you do, 
and what I have faid to you will be a witnefs againft you ; for 
know certainly, that whether you will hear, or whether you will for- 
bear, I have plainly admonijhed you, you cannot plead ignorance of 
the mind of God. (2.) He chargeth them with bafe diifimulation 
in the application they made to him for divine direction, ver. 20. 
7e dijfembled in your hearts, you pretended one thing and intended 
another, and promifed w T hat you never intended to perform ; you 
have ufed deceit againft your fouls ; fb the margin reads it : for thofe 
that think to put a cheat upon God, will prove, in the end, to 
have put a damning cheat upon themfelves. (3.) He is already 
aware that they are determined to go contrary to the command of 




God ; probably they difcovered it in their countenance and f 
mutterings already, before he had finifhed his difcourfc. fy/^ 
ever, he fpakc from him who knew their hearts, 2 e have n ot ohS 
ed the voice of th-e Lord your God, i. c. ye have not a difpufitioj ^ 
obey it. Thus Mofes, in the clcfe of his farevvel fermon, had ^ It 
them, Deut. xxxi. 2. I know thy rebellion and thy Jliif nech ^ 1 1 



that ye will corrupt your felves. Admire the patience of nf 
that he is pleated to fpeak to thofe whom he knows will not rc»a \ 
him, and deal with thofe who, he knows, will deal trcachcroup, 
Ifd. xlviii. 8. (4.) He therefore reads them their doom, ratify^ 
what he had faid before, Know certainly that ye Jhall die b\ tjf 
fwcrdt Ver. 22. God's threathings may be vilified, but cannot b! 
nullified by the unbelief of man. Famine and pejUlcnce fhall wy 
; fiie thefe finners • for there is no place privileged from divine ar 
. refts, nor can any malefactors go out of God's jurifdicrion. f 
fhall die in the place whither ye defire to go. Note, We know 
not what is good for ourfelves, and that often proves afHiclive- 
and fometimes fatal, which we are mofl fond of, and hay** n, I 
hearts mofl fet upon. 

CHAP; XLIII. 

> 

Jeremiah had faithfully delivered his meffage from God in the fy e „ 
going chapter y and the cafe was made fo vc?y plain by it, that err 
would have thought there needed no lucre words about it, but 
find it quite other wife. Here {s, I . The peoples conicinpt of this 
meffage ; they denied it to be the word of God, ver. i^^^. end 
then made ?io difficulty of going direclly contrary to it. Into E^Pt 
tbcv zvent* and took ^erc??:iah himfelf alon$ with them- vnr '\ 



the 




i» A ND it came to pafs, that when Jeremiah had 
2jL made an end of ipeaking unto all the people, 
all the words of the LORD their God, for which the 



LORD their God had fent him to them, even all thefe 
words, 2« Then fpake Azariah the fan of Hofhaiah, 
and Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all the proud men, 
faying unto Jeremiah, Thou Ipeakeft falfly : the LORD 
cur God hath not fent thee to fay, Go not into Egypt 
to fojourn there. 3. But Baruch the fon of Neriah iet- 
teth thee on againft us, for to deliver us into the hand 
of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and 
carry us away captives into Babylon. 4, So Johanaa 
the fon of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, 
and all the people, obeyed not the voice of the LORD, 
to dwell in the land of Judah. 5. But Johanan the fon 
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, took all 
the remnant of Judah, that were returned, from all na- 
tions whither they had been driven, to dwell in the 
land of Judah 6. Even men, and women, and chil- 
dren, and the kings daughters, and every perfon that 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had left with 
Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan, and 
Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the fon of Neriah. 
7. So they came into the land of Egypt: for theyo- 
beyed not the voice of the LORD 5 thus came they, 
even to Tahpanhes. 

V 

What God faid to the builders of Babel may be truly fare! of this 
people that Jeremiah is now dealing with, Now ?:oth'mg iv'ttt he re- 
trained from the?n . zvhich they have imagined to do, Gen. xi. 6. 
They have a fancy for Egypt, and to Egypt they will go, what- 
ever "Gcd himfelf faith to the contrary. . Jeremiah made them 
hear all he had to fay, though he Ciw them uneafy at it, it was 
what the Lord their God had fent him to fpeak to them, and 
they fhall have it all- And now let us fee what they have tofcy 
to it. 

1. They deny it to he a meffage from God. Joha7tan, and oil 
the proud men, faid to Jeremiah, thou fpcakejl falfly, ver. 2. Sec 
here, (1.) What was the caufe of their difobedience, it was p A 
only by that comes contention both with God and man : they were 
proud men that gave the lie to the prophet. They could not^ bear 
the contradiction of their fentimenrs, and the control of their oc- 
figns, no not by the divine wifdom, by the divine will it'*'- 
Pharaoh faid, V/ho is the Lord that I ftjould obey him? Exod. v. 2. 
The proud unhumbled heart of man is one of the moft dar^S 
enemies God has on this fide hell. (2.) What was the colour for 
their difobedsence ? They would not acknowledge it to be the 
word of God : tte Lord hath not feni thee on this errand to us. 
Either they were not convinced that what was faid came troraGtw, 
or (which I rather think) though they were convinced of it, they 
would not own it. The light flionc ftrong in their face, buteitncr 
they fhut their eyes againft it, or would not confefe that they 
it. Note, The reafon why men deny the fcriptures to be tfic 
word of God, is, becaufe they are refolved not to conform then^ 
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Chap. XLIII. 



frrmture rules, and fo an obftinate infidelity is made the 
fclV f f °bterfu"e of a wilful difobedienee. ■ If God had fpoken to 
sorry » u J^crel or as he did from mount Sinai, they would have 
them by au » 5 — - - - - • - 



S it was a dclufion. ^ I 
„ tt ? Had not he waited 



nhct < 
to fay to 



Had they not confulted Jeremiah as a pro- 
to receive inftructions from God what to 



them ? Had not what he faid all the ufual marks of pro- 
to lay LW ^ j t ? Was not the prophet himfelf embarked in the lame 
1 with them ? What interells could he have feparate from 
k ot . t0n ? jj a d he not always approved himfelf an Ifraelite indeed ? 
^Hiad not God proved him a prophet indeed ? Had any of his 
ds ever fallen to the ground ? Why truly, they had fome good 
Tlohts of Teremiah, but they fuggeft, ver. 3. Baruch fets thee 
thoiy . - - A likely thing, that Baruch Ihould be in a -plot 



6H 7diver them into the' hands of the Chaldeans ; and what would 
h 1 o-et by that ?. If Jeremiah and lie had been fo well af- 
f ted to the Chaldeans as they would reprefent them, they would 
I c cone away at firft, with Nebuzar-adan, when he courted 
I m *to Babylon, and not have ftaid to take their lot with this 
Vljfed ungrateful remnant. But the beft fervices are no fences 
^iinft malTce and (lander. Or, if Baruch had been fo ill difpofed, 
could they think Jeremiah would be fo influenced by him as to 
make God's name and authority to patronize fo villainous a pur- 
ofe? Note, Thofe that arerefolved to contradict the great ends 
of the miniftry, are induftrious to put it into an ill name. When 
men will perfift in fin, they reprefent thofe that would turn them 
from it as defigning men for themfelves, nay, as ill-defigning men 
floainft ^ e * r ne igk° ours : ft 1#s we ^ ^ or them that their wttnefs is in 
heaven, and their record on high. 

2. They determine to go to Egypt however. They refolve not 
to dwell in the land of Judah, as God had ordered them, ver. 4. 
but to go themfelves, with one content, and to take all that they 
had under their power along with them to Egypt. Thofe that 
came from all the nations whither they had been driven, to dzuell in 
tht land of Judah, out of a fincere affection to that land, they 
would not leave them to their liberty^ hut forced them to go with 
them into Egypt, ver. 5. ??ien, women ; and children, ver. 6. a long 
journey into a ft range country, an idolatrous country, a country 
that had never been kind or faithful to Ifrael, yet thither they 
T/ould £0, though they defer ted their own land, and threw them- 
felves out of God's protection. It is the folly of men that they 
know not when they are well, and often ruin themfelves by en- 
deavouring to mend themfelves : and it is the pride of great men 
ro force thofe they have under their power to follow them, though 
never fo much againft their duty and intereft. Thefe proud men 
compelled even Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch his fcribe, to go 
along with them to Egypt ; they carried them away as prifoners, 
partly to punifti them, and a greater punimment they could not 
inflict upon them, than to force them againft their confeiences ; 
theirs is the wo r ft of tyranny, who fay to mens fouls, even to 
good mens fouls, Bow down, that zue may go over •> partly to put 
fome reputation upon themfelves and their own way ; though the 
prophets were under a force, they would make the world believe 
they were voluntary in going along with them : And who can 
blame them for acting contrary to the word of the Lord, when 
the prophets themfelves did ? They came to Tahpanhes, a famous 
city of Egypt, fo called from a queen of that name, 1 Kings xi. 19. 
the fame with Hanes, Ifa. xxx. 4. it was now the metropolis, for 
Pharaoh's houfe was there, ver. 9. no place could ferve thefe 
proud men to fettle in but the royal city, and near the court ; fo 
little mindful were they of Jofeph's wifdom, who would have his 
brethren fettle in Gofhen. If they had had the fpirit of Ifraelites, 
they would have chofen rather to dwell in the wildernels of Judah, 
than in the moft pompous populous cities of Egypt. 



S. 5 Then came the word of the- LORD unto Jere- 
miah in Tahpanhes, laying, 9. Take great ftones in 
thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brick-kiln, 
which is at the entry of Pharaohs houfe in Tahpanhes, 
in the fight of the men of Judah : 10. And fay unto 
them, Thus faith the LORD of hofts the God of Ifrael, 
Behold, I will fend and^take Nebuchadrezzar the king 
ot Babylon my fervant, and will fet his throne upon 
thefe ftones that I have hid, and he lhall fpread his 
royal .pavilion over them. 11. And when he cometh, 
he lhall fmite the land of Egypt, and deliver fuch as are 
lor death, to death ; and fuch as are for captivity, to 
captivity ; and fuch as are for the fword, to the fword. 
12. And I will kindle a fire in the houfes of the gods 
°i" Egypt, and he fhall burn them, and carry them a- 
way captives, and he lhall aray himfelf with the land 
of £gypt, as a fhepherd pueteth on his garment, and 
he lhall go forth from thence in peace. 13. He fliali 
break alio the images of Beth-lhemefh, that is in the 
hmd of Egypt y and the houfes of the sods of the E- 
Byptians lhall he burn with fire. 

N\ 65, 



^ Wc have here Jeremiah prophefying in Egypt,, and fo we have 
in the next chapter. Jeremiah was now in Tahpanhes, for there 
his lords and mailers were : he was there among idolatrous E*- 
gyptians and treacherous Ifraelites; but there, (1.) He received 
the word of the Lord; it came to him. God' can find his people, 
with the vifits of his grace, wherever they are ; and >when his 
minifters ^ are bound, yet the word of the Lord is not bound. 
The fpirit of prophecy was not confined to the land of Ifrael. 
When Jeremiah went into Egypt, not out of choice* but by con- 
ftraint, God withdrew not his wonted favour from him. (2.) 
What he received of the Lord he delivered to the people. Wher- 
ever we are we mull: endeavour to do good, for that is our bufinefc 
in this world. 1 

Nov/ we find two melTages which Jeremiah was appointed and 
entrufted to deliver* when he was in Egypt. We may fuppofe 
he did what fervices he could to his countrymen in Egypt, at-leaft 
as far as they would be acceptable, in performing the ordinary 
duties of a prophet, praying for them, and inftruaing and com- 
forting them, but only two meflages of his which he received 
immediately from God, are recorded : one in this chapter relating 
to Egypt itfelf, and foretelling the deftru<aion of that ; the other 
in the next chapter, relating to the Jews in Egypt. 

God had told them before, that if they went into Egypt, the 
fword they feared Ihould follow them ; here he tells them fur- 
ther, that the fword of Nebuchadrezzar, which they were in a 
particular manner afraid of, Ihould follow them. 

r. This is foretold by a fign : Jeremiah muft take great flones^ 
fuch as are ufed for foundations, and lay them in the clay of the 
the furnace, or brick-kiln, which is in the open way, or befide the 
way that leads to Pharaoh' } s houfe,"ver. g. fome remarkable place in 
view of the royal palace. Egypt was famous for brick-kilns, wit- 
ness the flavery of the Ifraelites there, whom they forced to make 
bricks, Exod. v. 7. which, perhaps, was now remembred againft 
them. The foundation of Egypt's defolation was laid in thofe 
brick-kilns, in thai clay. This he muft do, not in the fight of 
the Egyptians, they knew not Jeremiah's character, but in the 
fight of the men of Judah, to whom he was fent, that fince he 
could not prevent their going into Egypt, he might bring them to 
repent of their going. 

2. It is foretold in exprefe words, as exprefs as can be* 
(1.) That the king, the prefent king of Babylon, Nebuchad- 
rezzar, the very fame that had been employed in the deftruction of 
Jerufalem, Ihould come in perfon againft the land of Egypt, Ihould 
make himfelf mafter even of this royal city, by the fame token 
that he fhould fet his throne in that very place where thefe Jlones 
were laid, ve?\ 10. This minute circumftance is particularly fore- 
told, that when it was accomplilhed, they might be put in mind 
of the prophecy, and confirmed in their belief of the extent and 
certainty of the divine prefcience ; to which the fmalleft and moft 
contingent events are evident. God calls Nebuchadrezzar his fer- 
vant, becaufe herein he executed God's will, accomplilhed his pur- 
pofes, and was inftrumental to carry on his defigns. Note, The 
world's princes are God's fervants, and he makes what ufe he plea- 
feth of them, and even thole that know him not, nor aim at his 
honour, yet are .the tools which his providence makes ufe of. 

(2.) That he Ihould deftroy many of the Egyptians, and have 
them all at his mercy, ver. n. He Jhall fmite. the land of Egypt \ 
and though it has been always a warlike nation, yet none lhall be 
able to make head againft him, but whom he will he mall flay, 
and by what fort of death he will, whether peftilence, for that is 
here meant by death, as chap. xv. 2. by {hutting them up in places 
infected, or by the fword of war, or juftice, iii cold blood, or hot. 
And whom he will he {hall fave alive and carry into captivity*. 
The Jews by going into Egypt brought the Chaldeans thither, 
and fo made but ill payment to thofe that entertained them. They 
who promifed to protect Ifrael fiom the king of Babylon, expofed 
themfelves to him. 

(3.) That he mall deftroy the idols of Egypt, both the temples, 
and the images of their gods, ver. 12. He /ball burn the houfes of 
the gods of Egypt, but it fhall be with a fire of God's kindling; 
the fire of God's wrath fallens upon them, and then he burns fome. 
of them,., and carries others captives, Ifa. xlvi. I. Betb-jbemcjfj, or 
the houfe of the fun, was fo called from a temple there built to the 
fun, where, at certain times, there was a general meeting of the 
worlhippers of the fun. The ftatues, or Handing images there he 
fhall break in pieces, ver. 13. and carry away the rich materials 
of them. It intimates, That he fhall lay all wafte, when even the 
temple and the images {hall not efcape the fury of the victorious 
army. The king of Babylon was himfelf a great idolater, and a 
patron of idolatry, • he had his temples and images in honour of the 
fun, as well as the Egyptians, and yet he is employed to deftroy 
the idols of Egypt. Thus God ibmcttmes makes one wicked man, 
or nation, a fcourge and plague to another. 

(4.) That he {hall make himfelf mafter of the land of Egypt, 
and none fhall be able to plead its catife, or avenge its quarrel, 
ver. 12. He Jhall amy bhnfclf with the rich fpoils of the land of 
Egypt, both beautify and fortify himfelf with them, lhall aray 
himfelf with them, as ornaments, and as armour, and this, though 
it lhall be a rich and heavy booty, yet being expert in war, and 
expeditious, he fhall flip on with as much eaic, and in as little time, 
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in comparifon, a f-epherd /lips on his m garment, when he goes to 
turn out his fheep in a morning. And being loaded with the 
wealth of many other nations* the fruits of his conquefts, hefhall 
*nake no more of the fpoils of the land of Egypt, than of a (hep- 
herd's coat. And when he has taken what he pleafeth, as Ben- 
hadad threatned to do. i Kings xx. 6. he. fhall go forth "in peace, 
.without, any moleftatlon given him, or any precipitation for fear 
x>f it, fo effectually reduced fhall the land of Egypt be. This de- 
ftrucVion of Egypt by the king of Babylon is foretold, E%ek. xxix. 
19. and xxx. 10. Babylon lay^at a great diftance from Egypt, 
and yet from thence the deftrucStion of Egypt comes ; for God can 
make thofe judgments ftrike home which are far fetched. 



CHAP. XLIV, 

In this chapter we have, (l.) An awakening fermon which Jere- 
miah preached to the Jews in Egypt, to reprove them for their I- 
dolatry, no twit hjl a tiding the zvarnings given them both by the word 
widrod tfGod,andto threaten the judgments of God again/} them for 
it, ver„ 1, — 14. (7..) 'The impudent and impious conte?npt which 
the people put upon this admonition, and their declared refolution to 
perjifl iu their idolatries 7iotwithJl anding, in defpite cf God, and 
Jere?niah, ver. 15,— *-ic). (3.) Tlje fente?ue pajfed upon them for 
their objlinacy, that they foould all be cut off and peri/h in Egypt, 
'except a very finall number ; and as a fign or earnejl of it, the 
i'mg of Egypt jhould Jhorlly fall into the hands of the king of Ba- 
bylon, a?zd be unable any longer to protect them, ver. 2o,« — 30. 




they 



3 



^.nf" 1 H £ word that came to Jeremiah concerning all 

the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, 
which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at 
Noph, and in the country of Pathros, faying* 2> Thus 
-faith the LORD of hofts, the God of Ifrael, Ye have 
feen all the evil that I have brought upon Jerufalem, 

>n all the cities of Judah and behold, this day 
e a defolation, and no man dwelleth therein. 
Becaufe of their wickednefs which they have com- 
mitted, to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
burn incenfe, and to ferve other gods whom they knew 
not, ntither they, you, nor your fathers. 4. Howbeit, 
I fent unto you all my fervarrts the prophets* rifing early 
and fending them, faying, O do not this abominable 
thing that I hate. 5. But they hearkened not, nor in- 
clined their ear to turn from their wickednefs, to burn 
fio incenfe unto other gods. 6. Wherefore my fury and 
mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the 
fcities of Judah, and in the ftreets of Jerufalem., <ind they, 
are wafted and defolate, as at this day. 7. Therefore 
now thus faith the LORD, the God of hofts, the God 
of Ifrael, Wherefore commit ye this great evil againft 
your fouh) to cut off from you man and .woman, child 
and fuckling out of Judah, to leave you none to remain; 

8. In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works 
of your hands* burning incenfe unto other gods in the 
land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye 
might cut your felves off, and that ye might be a curfe, 
and a reproach among all the nations of the earth? 

9. Have ye forgotten the wickednefs of your fathers, 
and the wickednefs of the kings of Judah, and the 
wickednefs of their wives, and your own wickednefs, 
and the wickednefs of your wives, which they have 
committed in . the land of Judah, and in the ftreets of 
Jerulalem ? 10. They are not humbled even unto this 
day, neither have they feared nor walked in my law, 
nor in., my fiatutes, that I let before you, and before 
your fathers. 11. J Therefore thus faith the LORD 
of hofts, the God of Ifrael, Behold, I will fet my face 



J 



Jud 



12. And 



they Jfhall all be confumed, and fall in tha land of E- 
gypt : they fhall even be confumed by the fword, and 
by the famine : they lhali die, from the leaft even to 
the greateft, by the fword, and by the famine : and 
they fhall be an execration, and an aftoniftiment, and a 
curfe, and a reproach, 13. For I will punifli them 
that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punifhed 
Jerulalem, by the fword, by the famine, and by the 



peftilerice : 



Jud 



which are gone into the land of Egypt to fojourn there, 
ihall efcape or remain, that they. Jhould return into the 
land of Judah, to the -which they have a defire to re~ 



\ 



as 



turn to dwell there : for none fhall return but fu c j a 
fhall efcape. 

The jews in figypt were now difperfed into divers parts of ti 
country, into Migdol, and Ncph, and other, places, and Jercmj \ 
is fent of an errand from God to them, which lie delivered e j t l 
when he had the moft of them together, in Pathros^ ver. 1 r ° r 
going about from place to place preaching to this purpofe ' jj- 
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ru/alem 



delivered his meflage in the name of ihe Lord of ho/Is, the Q 
Ifrael, and in it, 

r. God puts them in rilind of the defblatiohs of Judah and T> 
rufalem, which, though the captive's by the rivers of Bahyf 
were daily mindful of (Pfahn exxxvii. J.) the fugitives in the" cT 
ties of Egypt feem to have forgotten, and needed to be p llt j 
mind of, though they had not been fo long out of fight, as to be 
come out of mind, ver. 2. Ye have feen what a deplorable condi- 
tion Judah and Jerufalem are brought into ; now will you confr 
der whence thofe defolations came ? from the wrath of God • it 
was his fury and his anger that kindled the fire, which made V 

n and ihe cities of Judah vuajle and clef olate, ver. 6. whoe- 
ver were the inftruments of the deft ruction, they were but inftnii 
ments $ it was a deftrucYion from the Almighty. 

2. He puts therh in mind of the fins that brought thefe dcfolatj, 
ons upon Judah and Jerufalem, it was for their wrtkednefs, that 
was it that provoked God to angc?'$ and efpecially their idolatry 
their ferving other gods, ver. 3. and giving that honour to coun- 
terfeit deities, the creatures of their own fancy, and the work cf 
their own hands, which fhould have been given to the true God 
only ; they forfook the God that was known- among tJiem, and 
his name great, for gods that they knezv not, upftart deities, whofe 
original was obfeure, and not worth taking notice of: Ntither 
they, nor you, nor your fathers could give any rational account 
why the God of Ifrael was exchanged for fuch impoftors ; thq 
knew not that they were gods, nay, they could not but know that 
they were no gods* 

3. He puts them in mind of the frequent fair warning he find 
given them by his word not to ferve other gods, the contempt of 
which warnings was a great aggravation of their idolatry, ver. 4; 
The prophets were fent with a great deal of care to call to them, 
faying, O do 7iot this abominable thing that I hate. It becomes us 
to fpeak of fin with the utmoft dread and deteftation, as an abomi- 
nable th'pjg - it is certainly fo, for it is that which God hates, and 
we are lure that his judgment is according to truth : Call it odious, 
call it grievous, that we may by all means poffible put our felves 
and others out of love with it. It becomes us to give warning of 
the danger of fin, and the fatal confequences of it, with all feri* 
oufhe/s and eameftne/s : O do not do it J If you love God do not, 
for it is provoking to him ; if you love your own fouls do not, for 
it is deftru&ive to them : Let eonfeience do this for us in an hour 
of temptation, when we are ready to yield : O take heed ! do not 
this abominable thing which the. Lord hates; for if God hates it, 
thou fhouldft hate it. But did they regard what God faid to them? 
No ! they hearkened not, ?ior inclined their ear, ver. 5. they ftili 
perfifted in their idolatries, and you fee what came of it, therefore 
God's anger was poured out upon them, as at this day. Now this 
was intended for warning to you, who have not only heard the 
judgments of God's mouth, as they did, but have likewife feen the 
judgments of his hand, by which you fliould be ftartled and awa- 
kened, for they were inflicted in tcrrorcjn, that others rnight hear 
and fear, and do no more as they did, left they fare as they fared. 

4. v He reproves them for, and upbraids them with, their con- 
tinued idolatries now they were come into Egypt, ver. 8. Ye burn 
incenfe to other gods in ihe land of Egypt ; therefore God forbad 
them to go into Egypt, becaufe he knew it would be a fnare ta 
them. Thofe whom God fent into the land of the Chaldeans, 
though that was an idolatrous country, were there, by the power 
of God's grace, weaned from idolatry ; but thofe who went againft 
God's mind into the land of the Egyptians, were there, by the 
power of their own corruptions, more wedded than ever to their 
idolatries ; for when we thruft our felves, without caufe or call? 
into places of temptation, it is juft with Gcd to leave us to our 
lelves. * * * * ~' 
themfelves and thei 



In doing th 



this, 1. They did a great deal of injury to 
ir families. Ton commit this great evil againji 
your fouls, ver. 7. you wrong them, you deceive them with that 
which is falfe, you deftroy them,, for it will be fatal, to them. 
•, In finning againft God we lin againji our own fouls. It 13 



Note., 

the ready way to cut your felves ojf from all comfort and hope, 
ver. 8. to cut off your name and honour ; fo that you will, both 
by your fin and by your mifery, become a curfe, and a reprotuo 
among all nations: It will become a proverb, As' wretched as jj 
Jew. It is the ready way to cut off from you all your relations, a! 
that you fliould have joy of, and have your families built up Hi, 
man and woman, child and fuckling, fo that Judah fhall be a bi» 
loft for want of heirs. 2. They, filled up the meafure of the ini- 
quity of their fathers, and, as if that had been too little' for them, 
added to it, ver. 9. Have ye forgotten the ivickednefs of thofe tm 



are gone before you, that you aic not humbled for it, as you oue, 
to be, and afraid of the confequences of it? Have you for^U 



en 



the pimiflmients of your fathers r fo foine read it. 



Do vou ' l0t 
* 4 know 
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1 ow dear their idolatry coft them, and yet dare you conti- 
? 1 ^ va ; n converfation received by tradition from your fa* 
IlUC '"thou** you received the curie with it ? He minds them of 
j 16 fins arid punifhments gf fZ* /Cv/g-j *f who, as great as 



know 




^ ^olomon^s wives, particularly his Egyptian wives, to whom 
l K°idolatry of the kings of Judah owed its original. Have you 
f tten this, and what came of it, that you dare venture upon 
, g L^ wicked courfes ? See Neb. xiii. 18, 26. 



Nay, to come 

Have 



kednefs 



what 



frlem ^ n d what rui: _ 

oofe do I fpeak to them ? Saith God to the prophet, ver. io. 
Phy are not humbled unto this day* by all the humbling providen- 

; that they have been under. They have not feared, nor walked 
? eS i aWm Note, Thofe that walk not in the law of God, 
thereby Ihew that thejr are deftitute of the fear of God. 

e He threatens their utter ruin for their perfifting in their ido- 
latry now they were in Egypt. t judgment is given againft them, 
o S before, chap. xlii. 22. that they ftiall perifh in Egypt 5 the de- 
cree is gone forth, and fliall not be called back ; they fet their fa~ 
as to go into the land of Egypt, ver. 12. were refolutc in their 
purpofe againft God, and now God is refolute in his purpofe a- 



fet my face to cut off all Judah 

God 
Lord 



tv will find themiclves outiacea ; i< 

them that do evil, Pfalm xxxiv. 16. It is here threatned concern- 



ing: 



thefe idolatrous Tews in Egypt, I. That they Jhall all be con- 
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fame judgments which God made ufe of for the punifhment of 
Terufalem, the fword, famine, a?id pefi Hence, ver. 12, 13. They 
mall not be wafted 'by natural deaths, as Ifrael in the wildernefs, 
but by thefe fore judgments, which, by flying into Egypt, they 
thought to get out of the reach of. 3. That none (except a very 
few that fhall narrowly efcapc) fhall ever return to the land of Ju- 
dah again, ver. 14. They thought* being nearer, they flood 
fairer for a return to their own land, than thofe that were carried 
to Babylon ; yet thofe fhall return, and thefe fliall not ; for the 
much furer way to any comfort, is that ill which God has promi- 
fed it to us, than that in which we have proje&ed it for our felves. 
Obferve, how thofe that are fretful and difcontented will be tinea- 
fy, and fond of change, wherever they are : This people when 
they were in the land of Judah defircd to go into Egypt, chap. xlii. 
22. but when they were in Egypt they defired to return to the 
land of Judah again 5 they lift tip their foul to it, fo it is in the 
margin, which notes an earneft defire. But becaufe they would 
not dwell there when God commanded it, they fliall not dwell 
there when they defire it. If we walk contrary to God, he will 
walk contrary to us. How can thofe expect to be well, that would 
not know when they were well, though God himfelf told them ? 

15. 5 Then all the men which knew that their 
wives had burnt incenfe unto other gods, and ali the 
women that ftood by, a great multitude, even all the 
people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, 
anfwered Jeremiah, faying, 16. As for the word that 
thou haft fpoken unto us in the name of the LORD, 
we will not hearken unto thee. 1 7. But we will cer- 
tainly do whatfoever thing goeth forth out of our own 
mouth, to burn incenfe unto the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink-offerings unto her, as we have done, 
we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the 
cities of Judah, and in the ftreets of Jerufalem : for 
then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and faw 
n o evil. 18. But fince we left off to burn incenfe to 
the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings 
unto her, we have wanted all things^ and have been 
confumed by the fword, and by the famine. 19. And 
when we burnt incenfe to the queen of heaven, and 
poured out drink-offerings unto her, did we make her 
cakes to worfhip her, and pour out drink-offerings un- I them 



to her without our men ? 

We have here the peoples obftinate refufal to fubmit to the 
power of the word of God in the mouth of Jeremiah. We have 
Scarce fuch an inftance of downright daring contradiction to God 
himfelf as this here, or fuch an avowed rebellion of the carnal 
™iml. Obferve, 

1. The perfons that did thus fet God and his judgments at defi- 
ance ; it was not fbme one that was thus obftinate, but the gene- 
rality of the Jews j and thev were fuch as knew either them (elves 

or their wives to be guilty of the idolatry Jeremiah had reproved, 



ver. 15. where we find, j. That the women had been more 
guilty of idolatry and fuperftition than the men, not becaufe the 
men ftuck clofer to the true God, and the true religion, than the 
women, but, I fear, becaufe they were generally" a theifts and 
were for no God, and no religion at all, and therefore could eafi- 
ly allow their wives to be of a falfe religion, and to worfhip falfe 
gods. 2. That it was confeioufne/s of guilt that made them im- 
patient of reproof. They knew that their wives had burnt incenfe 
to other gods, and that they had countenanced them in it* and the 
women that flood by knew that they had joined with them in their 
idolatrous ufages, fo that what Jeremiah faid touched them in a fore 
place, which made them kick again/1 the pricks, as children of Be- 
lial, that will not bear the yoke. 

2. The reply which thefe perfons made to Jeremiah, and in him 
to God himfelf, and it is in effedt the fame with theirs, who had 
the impudence to fay to the Almighty, Depart from us^ We defire 
not the knowledge of thy ways. 

(1.) They declare their refblution not to do as God commanded 
them, but what they themfelves had a mind to do, that is, they 
would go on to worfliip the moon, here called the queen of heaven ; 
yet fome underftand it of the fun, which was much worfhipped in 
Egypt, chap, xliii, 13. and had been fo at jerufalem, 2 Kings 
xxiii. 11. and they fay, that the Hebrew word for the fun being 
feminine, it may not unfitly be called the queen of heaven : And 
others underftand it of all the hojl of heaven, or, the frame of 
heaven, the whole machine, chap. vii. 18, Thefe daring finners 
do not now go about to make excufes for their refufal to obey, 
nor fuggeft that Jeremiah fpoke from himfelf, and not from God, 
as before, chap, xliii. 2. but they own he fpake to them in the 
name of the Lord, and yet tell him flat and plain, in fo many 
words, we will not hearken unto thee ; we will do that which is 
forbidden, and run the venture of that which is threatned. Note, 
Thofe that live in difobedience to God commonly grow worfe and 
worfe, and the heart is more and more hardned by the deceitful- 
nefs of fin. Here is the genuine language of the rebellious heart : 
TVe will certainly do whatfoever thing goes forth out of our own mouth* 
let God and his prophets fay what they pleafe to the contrary* 
What they faid, many think, that yet have not arrived to fuch a 
degree of impudence as to fpeak it out. It is that which the young 
man would be at in the days of his youth, he would walk in the 
zvay of his bea?*t, and the fight of his eyes, and would have and do 
every thing he has a mind to, EccL xi. 9. 



(2.) They give fome fort of reafons for their refolution ; for the 
moft abfurd and unreafonably wicked men will have fomething to 
fay for themfelves, till the day comes when every mouth Jfjall be 
flopped. 

1. They plead many of thofe things which the advocates for 
Rome make the marks of a true church, and not only juftify but 
magnify themfelves with, and thefe here have as much right to 
them as they have. I . They plead antiquity ; we are refolved to 
burn incenfe to the queen of heaven, for our fathers did fo ; it is a 
practice that pleads prefcription ; and why mould we pretend to be 
wifer than our fathers ? 2. They plead authority 5 they that had 
power practifed it themfelves, and prefcribed it to others •> our 
kings and our princes did it, whom God fet over us, and who were 
of the feed of David. 3. They plead unity ; it was not here 
and there one that did it, but we, we all with one confenr, we 
that are a great multitude, ver. 15. we did it. 4. They plead 
univerfality ; it was not done here and there, but in the cities of 
Judah. .5. They plead vifibility ; it was done not in a corner, 
in dark and fliady groves only, but in thejlreets, openly, and pub- 
lickly. 6. They plead that it was the practice of the mother 
church, the holy fee, it was not now learned firft in Egypt, but 
it had been done in Jem/ a le?n. 7. They plead profperity ; then 
had we plenty of bread, and of all good things, we tvere well, and 
fenv no evil. All the reft I fear were too true in fact ; God's 
witnefles againft their idolatry were few and hid ; Elijah thought 
he was left alone : and this laft might, perhaps, be true as to fome 
particular perfons, but as to their nation, they were ftill under re- 
bukes for their rebellions, and there was no peace to them that tuent 
cut or came in, 2 Chron. xv. 5. But fuppofing all to be true, 
yet this dorh not at all excufe them from idolatry ; it is the law 
of God that we muft be ruled and judged by, not the practice of 

men. 

2. They fuggeft, that the judgments they had of late been un- 
der, were brought upon them for leaving off to burn incenfe to the 
queen of heaven, ver. 18. So perverfly did they mifconftrue provi- 
dence, though God, by his prophets, had fo often explained it to 

, and the thing it felf fpoke the direct contrary ! Since we 



forfook our idolatries, zve have wanted all things, and have been 

confumed by the fiuord ; the true reafon of which was, becaufe they 

ftill retained their idols in their heart, and an affe&ion to their 

old fins ; but they would have it thought, it was becaufe they had 

forfaken the acts of fin. Thus the afflictions which ftiould have 

been for their welfare, to part between them and their fins, being 

mifinterpreted, did but confirm them in their fins. Thus in the 

firft ages of chriftianity, when God chaftifed the nations by any 

publick calamities for' oppofing the chriftians, and perfecting 

them, they put a contrary fenfe upon the calamities, as if they 

were fenc to punifli them for conniving at the chriftians, and tole- 
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ratino- them, and cried, Chriflianas ad hones. Yet, if it had been 
true, & as they Taid " here, that fince they returned to the fervice of 
the true God,: the God of frrad, they had been in want-and trou- 
ble, was that a reafon why they fhould revolt from him again f 
That was as much as to fay, they ferved not him but their own 
bellies - Thofe that know God, and put their truft in him, will 
Verve him though be ftarve them, though he flay them, though 
they never fee good day with him in this world, being well allu- 
red .that they fhalT hot lofe by him in the end. 

They plead, that though the women were moft forward and 
a£Kve in their idolatries, yet they did it with the confent and ap- 
probation of their husbands ; the women were bufy to ?nakc cakes 
for meat-ofFcrings to the queen of heaven, and to prepare and pour 
out the drink-offerings i ver. 19. we found before it was their work, 
chap. vii. 18. hut did we do it without our husbands, privately and 
unknown to them, fo as to give them occafion to be jealous of us ? 
No ■ the fathers kindled the fire, while the women kneaded the 
dough , the men that were our . heads, whom we were bound to 
learn of, and to be obedient to, taught us to do it by their exam- 
ple. Note, It is fad when thofe that are in the neareft relation 
to "each other, that fhould quicken each other to that which is 
o-ood, and fo help one another to heaven, harden each other in 
fin, and fo ripen one another for hell. Some underftand this as 
fpoken by the husband, ver. 15. who plead they did not do it 
-without their wen, i. e. without their elders and rulers, their great 
men, and men in authority 5 but becaufe the making of the cakes, 
and the pouring out of the drink- offerings, is cxprefly fpoken of as 
the womens work, chap. vii. 18. it feems rather to be underftood 
as their plea : But it was a frivolous plea. What would it avail 
them to be able to fay, that it was according to their husbands 
jnind, when they, knew it was contrary to their God's mind ? 

20. 5 Then Jeremiah faid unto all the people, to the 
men and to the women, and to all the people which 
had given him that anfwer, frying, 21. The incenfe 
that ye burnt in the cities of Judah, and in the ftreets 
of Jerufalem, ye and your fathers, your kings and 
your princes, and the people of the land, did not the 
LORD remember them, and came it not into his 
mind ? 22. So that the LORD could no longer bear, 
becaufe of the evil of your doings, and becaufe of the 
abominations which 'ye have committed : therefore is ; 
your land "a defolation, and an aftonifhment, and 



curfe without an inhabitant, as at this day 



a 

23. Be- 
caufe you have burnt incenfe, and becaufe- ye have fin- 
ned againft the' LORD, and have not obeyed the 
voice of the LORD, nor* walked in his law, nor in his 
ftatutes, nor in his teftimonies : therefore this evil is 

24. Moreover, Je- 
remiah faid unto all the people, and to all the women, 
Hear the word of the LORD, all Judah that are in 

Thus faith the LORD of 





happened unto you, as. at this day. 
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the land of Egypt. 

hofts the God of Ifrael, faying, Ye and your wives 
have both fpoken with your mouths, and fulfilled with 
your hand, faying, We will furely perform our vows 
that we have vowed, to burn 'incenfe to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her : ye 
will furely accomplifh your vows, and furely perform 
your vows. 26. Therefore hear ye the word of the 
LORD, all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt, 
Behold, I have fworn by my great name, faith the 
LORD, that my name fhall no more be named in the 
mouth of any man of Judah, in all the land of Egypt, 
faying, The LORD God liveth. 27. Behold, 1 will 
watch over them for evil, and not for good, and all 
the men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt fhall be 
confumed by the fword, and by the famine, until there 
be an end of them. 28. Yet a fmall number that 
efcape the fword, fhall return out of the land of Egypt 
into the land of Judah { and all the remnant of Judah 
that are gone into the land of Egypt to fojourn there, 
fhall know whofe words fhall fland, mine or theirs. 
29. 5 And this fhall 

LORD, that I will punifli you in this place, that ye 
may know that my words fhall furely fland againft you 
for evil. 30. Thus faith the LORD, Behold, I will 
give Pharaolvhophra king of Egypt into the hand of 
his enemies, and into the hand of them that feek his 
life, as I gave Zedckiah king of Judah into the hand 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon his enemy, and 
that fought his life. 

Daring-Jinners may fpeak many a bold word, and many a big 

word, but,' after all, God will have the laft word j for he will be 



unto you, faith the 



juftified when he /peaks ; and all flefh, even the proudeft ft 
filent before him. Prophets may* be run down, but God 
nay, here the prophet would not. cann °tj 
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they had been under, and the true, intent and meaning 0 f t] 
They faid, thefe miferies came upon them, becaufe thev ? Cm ' 
left off burning incenfe to the queen of heaven ; no, & 
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becaufe you had formerly done it, not becaufe you had now I f • 
off. When they' gave him that anfwer, he prefently replied & * * 
them, f ver. 20. that the incenfe which they and their father TU 
burnt to other gods, did indeed go unpunifhed a great while f 
God was long-fuffcf ing towards them, and during the day of y 
patience it was, perhaps, as they faid, well with them, aid th 
faw no evil ; but, at length, they grew fo provoking, that % 
Lord coidd no longer hear, ver. 22. but began a controvert with 
them, whereupon fome of them did a little reform, their ins I-' 
them, for fo it might be faid, rather 1 than that they left their fin'* 
But their old guilt being frill upon the fcore, and their corrupt in' 
clinations ftill the fame, God remembred againft them the idol" 

triPS nf their /hf/isrc +]i r it- I- ittrr '/,«// t</-.„.V • , T 
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mind, ver. 21. all the abominations winch they had committed ver 

22. and all their difobcdieilce to the voice of the Lord, ver. 2?' 

all was brought to account, and therefore, to punifli them for' 

thefe, is their land a deflation, aiid a curfe, as at this day, ver 

22. therefore, not for their late reformation, but for their old 
tranfgreffions, is all this evil happened to them, as at this day, ver, 

23. Note, The right underf landing of the caufe of our 'trou- 
bles, one would think, fhould go far towards the cure of our /ins; 
Whatever evil conies upon us, it is becaufe we have finned agabift 
the Lord, and fhould therefore JIand in awe, and not fn. 

2. Jeremiah hath fomething to fay . to them, to the women parti- 
cularly, from the Lord of ho/is, the God of Ifrael ; they have «4 



^vtii uiuc, 11 ml a hjcu privilege; iec cnem ooierve wnat he faith 
that is their duty, ver. 26. Now God in his reply tells them plainly) 
(1.) That fince they were fully determined to perfift in their £ 
dolatry, God was fully determined to proceed in his controverfy 
with them 5 if they would go on to provoke him, he would go. on 
to punifli them, and fee which would get the better at laft. Gal 
repeats what they had faid, ver. 25. You and your wives are agreed 
in this obftinacy, you have fpoken with your mouths, and fMM 
with your hands, you have faid it, and you ftand to it, have faid 
it, and go on to do accordingly, We wilt furely perform our wvs 
that a/* have vowed, to burn incenfe to the queen of heaven, as if, 
though it were a fin, yet their having vowed to do it, were fufi- 
cient to juflify them in the doing of it 5 whereas no man can by 
his vow make that lawful to him f elf, much lefs duty, which God 
has already made fin. Well, faith God, you zuilt acconipUJh, pi 
will perform your wicked vows : Now hear what is my vow, 
what / have fworn by ?ny great name, and if the Lord hath Jliww, 
he will not repent, fince they have fworn, and will not repent; 
with the froward, he zuill Jljew himfelf froward, Pfalm xviii. 26. 
He hath fworn, 1. That what little remains of religion there were 
among them fhould be. loft, ver. 26. Though they joined with 
the Egyptians in their idolatries, yet they continued upon many 
occafions to make mention of the name of Jehovah, particularly 
in their folcmn oaths, they faid, Jehovah liveth, he is the living 
God, fo they owned him to be, though they worshipped dead idols \ 
they fwear, The Lord liveth, Jer. v. 2. but I fear they retained 
this form of fwearihg more in honour of their nation, than of their 
God ; but God faith, his name Jhatt no more he thus named by any 
man of Judah, in all the land of Egypt, i. e. there fhall be no 
Jews remaining to ufe this dialect of their country, or,, if there be, 
they fhall have forgotten it, and fhall learn. to fwear, as the Egyp- 
tians do, by the life of Pharaoh, not of Jehovah. Note, Thofe 
are very miferable whom , God hath fo far left to themfelves, as 
that they have quite forgot their religion^ and loft all the remains 
of their good education. Or, this may intimate, that God wouM 
take it as an affront to him, and would refent it accordingly, if 
they did make mention of his name, and profefs any relation to 
him. 2. . He hath fworn, that what little remnant of people there 
was there, fhould all be confumed, ver. 27. / will watch over 
them for evil, no opportunity fhall be let flip to bring fome judg- 
ment upon them, until there be an end of them, and they be quite 
rooted out. Note, To thofe whom God finds impenitent finuers, 
he will he found an implacable Judge. And when it comes to this, 
they Jhall know, ver. 28. whofe word Jhall fland, mine or theirs* 
They faid, they fhould recover themfelves, when they returned to 
worfhip the queen of heaven ; God faith, they fhould ruin them- 
felves ; and now the event will fhew which was in the right. 
The come ft between God and finners is, whofe word fhall fland, 
whofe will fhall be done, who fhall get the better : .Sinners fay, 
they fhall have peace though they go on ; God faith, they ftajl 
have no peace: But when God judgeth > he will overcomes G«Ts 

word fhall ftandj and not the Aimers, 

(2.) He 
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\ He tells them, that a very few of them fhould efcape the 
A and in procels of time, return into the /and of Judah, a 
J J n j lr ver 28. next to none, in comparifon with the great 
^'fbeTS fhould return out of the land of the Chaldeans. 



r'f ms defined to upbraid thofe who boafted of their numbers 
^ hlS incurred m fin, there were none to fpeak of, that did not 
tta - idolatry* well, faith God^ and there fhall be as few that 



) He gives them a fign that all thefe threatnings fhall be ac- 
i^lifhed in their feafon, that they fhall be confumed here in E- 



comp 




r f . 0 f his own reveuwu* 
f oed his throne ; of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylo?i, fo others, 
1 0 invaded his kingdom ; the former is related by Herodotus, 
^ 1 j atter by jofephus. It is likely this Pharaoh had tempted the 
Vws to idolatry by promifes of his favour, however, they depen- 
3d upon him for his protection, and it would be more than a pre- 
fte of their ruin, it would be a ftep towards it, if he were gone. 
They expected more from him than from Zedekiah king of ju- 
dah he was a ^ norc P otent anc * politick prince j but, faith God, / 
'II &oe him into the hand of his enemies, as I gave Zedekiah. 
Note Thofe creature comforts and confidences that we promife 
our felves moft from, may fail us as foon as thofe. that we promife 
our felves leaft from, for they are all what God makes them^ not 

what we fancy them. 

The facred hiftory records not the accomplifhment of this pro- 
phecy but its filence is fufiicient 5 we hear no more of thefe Jews 
in E^yp^ anc * therefore conclude them, according to this predicti- 
on loft there ; for no word of God fhall fall to the ground. 



CHAP. XLV. 

The prophecy we have in this chapter concerns Baruch only, yet is 
intended for the fupport and encouragement of all the Lord's peo- 
ple, that ferve him faithfully, and keep clofe to him in difficult, 
trying, times. It is laid here after the Jlory of the definition of 
Jerufalein, and the difperfion of the Jews, but was delivered long 
before, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, as was the prophecy in 
the next chapter, and, probably, thofe that follow. TVe here find, 

1. How Baruch zvas frightned, when he was brought into trou- 
ble for writing and rcadhig Jeremiah's roll, ver. 1, — 3. 

2. Hozv his fears were checked zvith a reproof for his great ex- 
pectations, and ftlenced with a promife of Jpecial prefervation, 
ver. 4, 5. Though Baruch was only Jeremiah's fcribe, yet this 
notice is taken of his frights, and this provifion made for his com- 
fort 5 for God defpifeth not any of his fervants, but gracioufy con- 
cerns himfelf for the ?nca?ieff and zueakejl, for Baruch the fcribe, 
as well as for Jeremiah the prophet. 

i.Hp H E word that Jeremiah the prophet fpakc 
JL unto Baruch the ion of Neriah, when he had 
written thefe words in a book at the mouth of Jeremi- 
ah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah 
king of Judah, faying, 2. Thus faith the LORD 
the God of Ifrael unto thee, O Baruch, 



brought him into difgracc, he cried out, I am undone, I fhall Ml 



into the purfuivants hands, and be imprifoned, and put to death* 
or banifhed ; the Lord has 'added grief to my forrcw, i. e. has load- 
ed me wjth one trouble after another ; after the grief of writin* 
and reading the prophecies of my country's ruin, I have the forrow^ 
of being treated as a criminal for fo doing ; and though another 
might make nothing of this, yet for my part I cannot bear it, it is 
a burthen too heavy for me 3 / fainted in my fighing, or, I am. faint 
with my fighing, it juft kills me, and 1 find no rejl, no fatisf action 
in my own mind, I cannot compofe my felf as I fhould and would 
to bear it, nor have I any profpeel of relief or comfort. Baruch 
was a good man, but we muft fay, this was his infirmity. Note, 
r. Young beginners in religion, like frefh- water foldiers, are apt 
to be difcouraged with the little difficulties which they commonly 
meet with at firft in the fervice of God : They do but run zvith 
the foot/nen, and it wcarieth tbern ; they faint upon the very dawn- 
ing of the clay of adverfity, and it is an evidence that their Jlrcngth is 
final!, Prov. xxiv. 10. that their faith is weak, and they are yet 
but babes, that cry for every hurt, and every fright. 2. Some of 
the beft and deareft of God's faints and fervants, when they have 
feen florins rifing have been in frights, and apt to make the worffc 
of things, and to difquiet themfelves with melancholy apprehenfions 
more than there is caufe for. 3. God takes notice of the frets and 
difcontents of his people, and is difpleafed with them. Baruch fhould 
have rejoiced that he was counted worthy to fufrer in fuch a good 
caufe, and with fuch good company, but, infread of that, he vex- 
eth at it, and blames his lot ; nay, and reflects upon his God, as 
if he had dealt hardly with him ; what he fa id was 1 bo ken in a heat, 
and paflion, but God was offended at it ? as Ivlofes himfelf did, and 
paid dear for it too, when, his fpirit being provoked, lie fpake 101- 
advifedly zvith his lips. Then dirjl fay fo and fo, and ic was not 
well faid 3 God keeps account what we fay, even when we fpeak 
in haftc. 

2. The reproof that God gave him for talking at this rate. Je- 
remiah was troubled to fee him in fuch a t<>fs, and knew net well 
what to fay to him 5 he was loth to chide him, and yet thought 
he defer ved it; was willing to comfort him, and yet knew not 
which way to go about it ; but God tells him what he fliall Jay to 
him, ver. 4. Jeremiah could not be certain what was at the bot- 
tom of thefe complaints and fears, but God fees it 5 they came 
from his corruptions ; that therefore the hurt might not be healed 
flightly, he fearcheth the wound, and {hews him that he had raifed 
his expectations too high in this world, and had prcmifed himfelf too 
much from it, and that made this diftrefs and trouble he was in fo 
very grievous to him, and fo hard to be born. Note, The frowns 
of the world would not difquiet us as they do, if we did not fool- 
ifhly flatter our felves with the hopes of its fmiles, and court and co- 
vet them too much. It is our over-fondnefs for the good things of 
this prefent time, that makes us impatient under its evil things, 
i Now God {hews him that it was his fault and folly at this time of 
day efpeciahY, either to defire, or to look for an abundance of the 
wealth and honour of this world : For, x. The {hip was finking; 
ruin was com in 
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oming upon the Jewifh nation, an utter and univerfal ru- 
that which I have built, to be a houfe for my felf, / am break- 

andthat which I have planted, to be a vineyard for my 
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to my forrow, I fainted in my fighing, and I find no 
reft. 4. 5 Thus fhalt thou fay unto him, The LORD 
faith thus, Behold, that which I have built will I break 
down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up, 
even this whole land. 5. And feekeft thou great things 
for thy felf?. feek them not: for behold, I will bring 
evil upon all flefh, faith the LORD : but thy life 
will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither 
thou goeft. 

How Baruch was employed in writing Jeremiah's prophecies, 
and reading them, we had an account, chap, xxxvi. and hovv he 
was threatned for it by the king, warrants being out for him, and 
lie forced to abfeond, and how narrowly he efcaped under a di- 
vine protection, to which ftory this chapter fhould have been fub- 
joined, but that it having reference to a private perfon, it is here 
thrown into the latter end of the book, as St. Paul's epiftle to 
Philemon is put after his other epiftles. Obferve, 

1. The confirmation that poor Baruch was in, when he was 
fought for by the king's mefierigers, and obliged to hide his head, 
and the notice which God took of it. "He cried out, Wo is me now, 
vcr « 3. He was a young man letting out in the world, he was 
well affe&ed to the things of God, and was willing to ferve God 
and his prophet, but when it came to fufrer ing, he was defirous to 
he excufed ; being an ingenious man, and a fcholar, he flood fair 
for preferment, and now to be driven into a corner, and in danger 
°f a prifon, or worfe, was a great balk to him. When he read 
the roll publickly, he hoped to gain reputation by it, that it would 
nave made him to be taken notice of, and employed, but when 
he found that inftead of that it expofed him to contempt, and 

No. 65. 



felf, I am plucking up, even this whole land, the jewifh church arid 
ftate, and doft thou now feek great things for thy felf ? Doft thOit 

t r\r>T\ "1 AA A • r 8 expe& to be rich and honourable, and to make a figure now ? 
LORD hath added grief | 2 ^ j t j s a kf urc } f or t hee to be now painting thine own cabin. 



3 . Thou didft 




publick is in danger, is very unbecoming liraentes. we 
may apply it to this world, and our iiate in it ; God in his provi- 
dence is breaking down and pulling up, every thing is uncertain 
and perifhing, we cannot expect any continuing city here : What 
folly is it then to feek great things for our felves here, where every- 
thing is little, and nothing certain ! 

3. The encouragement that God gave him to hope, that though 
he fhould not be great, yet he fhould be fafe ; I will bring evil upon 
a/lficflj, all nations of men, all orders and degrees of men, but thy 
life will I give to thee for a prey (thy foul, fo the word is) in all pla- 
ces whither thou gocjl. Thou muft exped to be hurried from place 
to place, and wherever thou goeft to be in danger, but thou fhalt 
efcape, though often very narrowly, fhalt have thy life, but it fliall 
be as a prey ,° which is got with much difficulty and danger ; thou 
fhalt be faved as by fire. Note, The prefervation and continuance 
of life is a very great mercy, and we are bound to^ account it fo, . as 
it is the prolonging of our opportunity to glorify God in this world, 
and to <iet ready for a better ; and a 
arrowsof death fly thick about us, it is a fignal favour* and what 
we oueht to be very thankful for, and while we have it, muft not 
complain, though we be difappointed of the great things we ex- 
pected. Is not the life more than meat ? 
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Hozv judgment began at the houfe of God, zve have found in the fore- 
going prophecy and hifiory, but new tve fhall find thai it did not 
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end there ; in this and the following chapters we have predictions I banks 



of the deflations of the neighbour nations, and thofe brought upon 
them too mofily by the king of Babylon, till at length Babylon it felf 
comes to be reasoned with. "The prophecy againjl Egypt is here | fe 
put firj}, and takes up this whole chapter ; in which we have, 
I. A prophecy of the defeat of Pharaoh-necho' s army by the Chal- 
dean forces at Carchemijh, which was accomplijhed prefently in the 
fourth year of "Jehoiakim, ver. I,-— 12. 2. A prophecy of the de- 
jcent which Nebuchad?ie%zar Jhould make upon the land of Egypt, 
and his fucccfs in it, which was accomplifoed fome years after the 
Aejtrutfion of ferufalem, ver. 13, — 26. 3. A word of comfort 
io the Ifrael of God, in the ?nidj} of thofe cala??iities y ver. 27, 28. 

i. r TpHE word of the LORD which came to Je- 
I remiah the prophet, againfl the Gentiles. 2. A- 
gainft Egypt, againft the army of Pharaoh-necho king 
of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Char- 
chemifh, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon fmote 
in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king 
of Judah. 3. Order ye the buckler and fliield, and 
draw near to battle. 4. Harnefs the horfes, and get 
up, ye horfemen, and ftand forth with your helmets, fur- 
bifli the fpears, and put on the brigandines. 5. Where- 
fore have I feen them difmayed, and turned away back ? 
and their mighty ones are beaten down, and are fled a- 
pace, and look not back : for fear was round about, 
faith the LORD. 6. Let not the fwift flee away, nor 



inks, and threatning to overflow all the neighbouring lands- ' • 
very formidable army that the Egyptians bring into the field 
lis occafion, the prophet fummons them, ver. 9-. Come up, y e |° n 
s, rage, ye chariots he challengeth them to bring all their conT 
derate troops together, the Ethiopians, that defcended from the 
ftock with the Egyptians, Gen. x. 6. and were their nei*hb 0 * 
and allies ; the Libyans and Lydians, both feated in Africa* to 
weft of Egypt, and from them the Egyptians fetched their au^T* 
ary forces Let them ftrengthen themfelves with all the art and j*" 
tereft they have, yet it lhall be all in vain, they fhall be fharnefulT 
defeated notwithstanding, for God will fight againft theft, and ^ 

rro?«-fl- liim +U/**-f tt tin Ttfr (/ffi?>1 flM" rMtifel; PrOV. XXI. 3O, It CO 



cerns them that go forth to war, not onty to order the luckier, and 
harnefs the horfes, but to repent of their fins, and pray to God f or 
his prefence with them, and that they may have it to keep them- 
felves from every wicked thing. 

2. They are upbraided with the great expectations they had from 
this expedition, which were quite contrary to what God intended in 
bringing them together. They knew their own thoughts, and God 
knew them, and iat in heaven, and laughed at thefri, but they knew 
not the thoughts of the Lord, for he gathers them as Jheaves wto the 

floor, Mic. iv. 11, 12. Egypt faith* ver, 8. / will go u p y 

cover the earth, and none lhall hinder me ; / will dvftroy the citv 
whatever city it is that ftands in my way; like Pharaoh of old / 
will purfue, I will overtake. Egypt faith, they fhall have a day of 
it, but God faith, it fhall be his day ; this is the day of the Lord 
God of hojls, ver. 10. the day in which he will be exalted in the 
overtiirow of the Egyptians. They meant one thing, but God 
meant another ; they defigned it for the advancement of their dk 
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the mighty man efcape : they fhall {tumble, and fall nity, and the enlargement of their dominion, but God defigned It 
toward the north bv the river Euohrates. Who is for the great abafement and weaknmg ot then* kingdom. Itis«<fe 



toward the north by the river Euphrates. 7. Who is 
this that cometh up as a flood, whofe waters are mo- 
ved as the rivers? 8. Egypt rifeth up like a flood, 
and his waters are moved like the rivers, and he faith, 
I will go up, and will cover the earth, I will deflroy 
the city, and the inhabitants thereof. 9. Come up, ye 
horfes, and rage, ye chariots, and let the mighty men 
come forth, the Ethiopians, and the Libyans that han- 
dle the fliield, and the Lydians that handle and bend 
the bow. 10. For this is the day of the LORD God 
of hefts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him 
of" his adverfaries : and the fword fhall devour, and it 
lhall be fatiatc, and made drunk with their blood : for 
the LORD God of hofts hath a facrifice in the north- 
country by the river Euphrates. 11. Go up into Gile- 
ad, and take balm, O virgin, the daughcer of Egypt : 
in vain fhalt thou ufe many medicines : for thou malt 
not be cured. 12. The nations have heard of thy fhame, 
and thy cry hath filled the land : for the mighty man 



hath {tumbled againft the mighty, and they are fallen 
both together. 

The firft verfe is the title of that part of this book which re- 
lates to the neighbour-nations, and follows here. It is the word of 
the Lord which came to Jeremiah againjl the Gentiles ; for God is 
King and Judge of nations, knows them, and will call them to an 
account that know him not, nor take any notice of him. Both 
Ifaiah and Ezekiel prophefied againft thefe' nations, that Jeremiah 
here has a feveral faying to, and with reference to the fame events. 
In the Old Teftament we have the word of the Lord againfl the 
Gentiles, in the New Teftament wc have the word of the Lord for 
the Gentiles, that they who were afar off are made nigh. 

He begins with Egypt, becaufe they were of old IfraePs oppref- 
fors, and of late their deceivers, when they put confidence in them. 
In thefe verfes he foretels the overthrow of the army of Pharaoh- 
necho, by Nebuchadrezzar, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, which 
was fo complcat a viftory to the king of Babylon, that thereby he 
recovered from the river of Egypt, to the river Euphrates, all that 
pertained to the king of Egypt, and fo weakned him, that he came 
not again any more out of his land, as we find, 2 Kings xxiv. 7. and 
fo made him pay dear for his expedition againft the king of Aflyria 
four years before, in which he flew Jofiah, 2 Kings xxiii. 29. 
This is the event that is here foretold in lofty expreffions of triumph 
over Egypt, thus foiled ; which Jeremiah would fpeak of with a 
particular pleafure, becaufe the death of Jofiah, which he had la- 
mented, was now avenged on Pharaoh-necho. Now here, 

1. The Egyptians are upbraided with the mighty preparations 
they made for this expedition, in which the prophet calls to them 
to do their utmoft, for fo they would : Come then, order the buck- 
ler, let the weapons of war be got ready, ver. 3. Egypt was fa- 
mous for horfes, let them be harneffed, and the cavalry well mount- 
ed ; get up ye horfemen, and ftand forth, <S:c. ver. 4. See what pre- 
parations the children of men make, with abundance of care and 
trouble, and at a vail- expence, to kill one another, as if they did 

Kc compares their marching 



not die faft enough of themfelves ! 



out upon this expedition, to the rifing of their river Nile, ver. 7, 8. 
Egypt now rifeth up like a food, /corning to keep within its own 



_ t day 

of vengeance, for Jofiah's death ; it is a day of facrifice to divine ju- 

ftice, to which multitudes of the tinners of Egypt fhall fall as vi- 
ctims. Note, When men think to magnify themfelves by puftin* 
on unrighteous enterprizes, let them expeffc that God will glorify 
him felf by blafting them, and cutting them off. 

3. They are upbraided with their cowardife and inglorious flight 
when they come to an engagement, ver. 5, 6. Wherefore hovel 
feen them, notwithstanding all thefe mighty and vaft preparations, 
and all thefe expreilions of bravery and reiblution, when the Chal- 
dean army faceth them, difmayed, turned hack, quite diflieartned, 
and no fpirit left them. 1. They make a fhameful retreat, even 
their mighty ones, that one would think fhould have flood their 
ground, flee a flight, flee by confent, make the beft of their way, 
flee in confuflon, and with the utmoft precipitation; they have nei- 
ther time nor heart to look hack, but fear is round about them, for 
they apprehend it fo : And yet, 2. They cannot make their efcape; 
they have the fhame of flying, and yet not the fatisfadion of laving 
themfelves by flight ; they might as well have flood their ground, 
and died upon the fpot; for even the fwift /hall not fee away :Tk 
lkhtnefs of their heels fhall fail them when it comes to the trial, as 
well as the ftoutnefs of their hearts ; the mighty fhall not efcape, nay, 
they are beaten down, and broken to pieces : They Jliall fumble in 
their flight, and fall towards the north, towards their enemy's coun- 
try ; for fuch confufion were they in when they took to their feet, 
that, inftead of making homewards, as men ufually do in that 
cafe, they made forwards. Note, Tl?e race is 7iot to the fivift, mr 
the battle to the Jlrong. Valiant men are not always victorious. 

4. They are upbraided with their utter inability ever to recover 
this blow, which fhould be fatal to their nation, ver. 11, 12. The 
damfel, the daughter of Egypt, that lived in great pomp and Hate, 
is forely wounded by this defeat. Let her now feek for balm inGi- 
lead, and phyficians there 3 let her ufe all the medicines her wife 
men can prefcribe, for the healing of this. hurt, and the repairing 
of the lofs fuftained by this defeat ; but all in vain, no cure Jhall hi 
to them; they fhall never be able to bring fuch a powerful army 25 
this into the field again. The 72a i ions that rang of thy glory and 
ftrength, have now heard of thy fname, how fhamefully thou waft 
routed, and how thou art weakned by it : It needs not be fpread by 
the triumphs of the conquerors, the fhrieks and outcries of the con- 
quered will proclaim it; thy cry hath filled the country about: For 
when they fled feveral ways, one mighty man Jlumblcd upon another, 
and dallied againft another, fuch confufion were they in ! fo that 
both together become a prey to the purfuers, an eafy prey. A thou- 
fand fuch dreadful accidents there fhould be, which fhould fill the 
country with the cry of them that were overcome. Let not tk 
mighty man therefore glory in his ?night, for the time may come 
when it will ftand him in no ftead. 

13. 5 The word that the LORD fpake to Jeremiah 
the prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
fhould come and fmite the land of Egypt. 14. Declare 
ye in Egypt, and publifh in Migdol, and publilh » ] 
Noph, and in Tahpanhes : fay ye, Stand faft, and pre- 
pare thee ; for the fword fhall devour round about thee. 
15. Why are thy valiant men fwept away ? they ftood 
not, becaufe the LORD did drive them. 16. He ma* 
many to fall, yea, one fell upon another, and they 
Arife, and let us go again to our own people, and to 
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land of our nativity ^ from the oppreffing fword. 
tliC They did cry there, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but 
l ^ 'fe he hath paffed the time appointed. 18. As 1 
• £th the King, whofe name is the LORD of hofts, 




^ r . f or Noph fhall be wafte and defolate without an 
V " h bitantw 20. Egypt a very fair heifer, but de- 

ft ^ion cometh : it cometh out of the north. 21. Al- 
f her hired men are in the midft of her, like fatted 
bllocks* for they alfo are turned back, and are fled a- 
v together; they did not ftand, becaufe the day of 
\Ik calamity was come upon them, and the time of 
their vifitation. 22. The voice thereof fhall go like a 
f ent, f or fhall march with an army, and come 

aainft'her with axes, as hewers of wood. 23. .They 
(hall cut down her foreft, faith the LORD, though it 
cannot be fearched, becaufe they are more than the 
aralhoppers, and are innumerable. 24. The daughter 
of Egypt fhsdl b e confounded, fhe fhall be delivered in- 
to the hand of the people of the north. 2 5. The LORD 
of hofts, the God of Ifrael faith, Behold, I will punifh 
the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with 
their gods, and their kings, even Pharaoh, and all them 
thattruft in him. 26. And I will deliver them into 
the hand of thofe that leek their lives, and into the hand 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand 
of his fervants : and afterwards k fhall be inhabited, as 
in the days of old, faith the LORD. 27. 5 But fear 
not thoti, O my fervant Jacob, and be not difmayed, 

0 Ifrael ; for behold, I will fave thee from afar off, 
and thy feed from the land of their captivity, and Ja- 
cob fhall return, and be in reft and at eafe, and none 
lhall make him afraid. 28. Fear thou not, O Jacob 
my fervant, faith the LORD, for I am with thee, for 

1 will make a full end of all the nations whither I have 
driven thee, but I will not make a full end of thee, but 
correct thee in meafure, yet will I not leave thee wholly 
unpunished. 

In thefe verfes we have, 

1. Confufion and terror fpoken to Egypt. The accomplifhment 
of the prediction in the former part of the chapter, difabled the E- 
gyptians to make any attempts upon other nations ; for what could 
they do when their army was routed ? but ft ill they remained 
Itrono- at home, and none of their neighbours durft make any at- 
tempts upon them : Though the kings of Egypt came no more out 
of their land, 2 Kings xxiv. 7. yet they kept fafe and eafy in their 
land ; and what would they defire more, than peaceably to enjoy 
their own ? which one would think all men mould be content to do, 
and not covet to invade their neighbours. But the meafure of E- 
gypt's iniquity is full, and now they fhall hot long enjoy their owns 
they that encroached on others, fhall now be themfelves encroached 
on. The fcope of the prophecy here is to fhew, how the king of Ba- 
bylon foould ihoxtly come and finite the land of Egypt, and bring the 
war into their own bofoms, which they had formerly carried into 
his borders, vcr. 1 3. This was fulfilled by the fame hand with the 
former, even Nebuchadrezzar's, but many years after, twenty at 
leaft, and, probably, the prediction of it was long after the former 
prediction, and, perhaps, much about the fame time with^ that o- 
ther prediction of the fame event which we had, chap, xliii. 10. 

(1.) Here is the. alarm of war founded in Egypt, to their great 
amazement, vcr. 14. notice given to the country that the enemy 
is approaching, the Jluord is devouring round about in the neighbour- 
ing countries, and therefore it is time for the Egyptians to put them- 
felves in a poftu re of defence, to prepare for war, that they may 
give the enemy a warm reception. This muft be proclaimed in all 
parts of Egypt, particularly in Migdol, Noph, and Tahpanhes, be- 
caufe in thefe places efpecially the Jewifh refugees or fugitives rather 
had planted themfelves, in contempt of God's command, chap. 
xliv. 1, and let them hear what a lorry fhelter Egypt is likely to be 
to them . 



(2.) The retreat of the forces of other nations, which the Egyp- 
tians had in their pay hereupon, is here foretold. Some confidera- 
We number of thofe troops, it is probable, were pofted upon the 
frontiers, to guard them, where they were beaten oft* by the inva- 
ders, and put to flight : Then were the valiant men fwept away, 
v cr. 15, as with afweeping rain j it is the word that is ufcd, Prov. 
Xxviii. 3. they can none "of them ftand their ground, becaufe the 
Lcrd driveth them from their refpe&ive pofts ; he drives them by 
his terrors, he drives them by enabling the Chaldeans to drive them. 
It is not poflible thofe fhould fix whom the wrath of God chafcth. 
He it was, vcr. 16. that made many to fall, yea, when their day 
is come to fall, the enemy needs not throw them down, they {hall 



fall one upon another, every man fhall be a ftumbling-block to his • 
fellow, to his follower 5 nay^if God pleafeth, they fhall be made 
to fall upon one another, every man's fivord fhall be again/I his fel- 
low. Her hired men, the troops Egypt has in her fervice, are in- 
deed in the midjl of her like fatted bullocks, lufty men, able bodied 
and great fpirited, that were likely for a&ion, and to have made 
their part good againft the enemy, but they are turned back, their 
hearts failed them, and, inflead of fighting, they are fled away to- 
gether: How could they withfland their fate, when the day of their 
calamity was come, the day in which God will vifit them in wrath ? 
Some think they are compared to fatted bullocks for their luxury ; 
they had wantoned in pleafures fo that they were very unfit for hard- 
fhips, and therefore turned back, and could not Jland. In this con- 
firmation, i» They all made homewards, towards their own coun- 
try, ver. 1 6. They faid, Arife, and let us go again to our ozvn peo- 
ple, where we may be fafe from the oppreffing fword of the Chalde- 
ans, that bears down all before it. In times of exigence little con- 
fidence is to be put in mercenary troops, that fight purely for pay, 
and have no interefts in theirs whom they fight for. 2. They ex- 
claimed mightily againft Pharaoh, to whofe cowardife, or ill con- 
duit, it is probable, their defeat was owing. When he pofted 
them there upon the borders of his country, it is likely, he told 
them, he would, within fuch a time, come himfelf with a gallant 
army of his ov/n fubje&s to fupport them, but he failed them ; and 
when the enemy advanced, they found they had none to back them* 
fo that they were perfectly abandoned to the fury of the invaders > 
no marvel then that they quitted their poft, and deferted the fer- 
vice, crying out, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noife, ver. 17. he 
can hector and bounce, and talk big, what mighty things lie would 
do, but that is all, he brings nothing to pafs ; all his promifes to 
thofe in alliance with him, or that are employed for him, vanifli 
into fmoke ; he brings not the fuccours he engaged to bring, or not 
till it is too late; he bath pajfed the time appointed, did not keep his 
word, nor keep his day, and therefore they bid him farewel, they 
will never ferve under him any more. Note, Many times thofe 
that make moft noife in any bufinefs, are but a noife. Great talk- 
are little doers. 



(3.) The formidable power of the Chaldean army is here defcri- 
bed bearing down all before it. The King of kings, whofe name is 
the Lord of ho/is, and before whom the mightieit kings on earth, 
though gods to us, are but as grafhoppers, he hath faid it, he hath 
fworn it, As I live, faith this King, as Tabor overtops the moun- 
tains, and Car?nel overlooks the fea, fo fhall the king of Babylon 
overpower all the force of Egypt; fuch a command fhall he have, 
fuch a fway fhall he bear ! ver. 18. He and his army fhall come a- 
gainjl Egypt with axes, as hewers of wood, ver. 22. and the E- 
gyptians fhall be no more able to refift them, than the tree is to 
refift the man that comes with an ax to cut it dozun ; So that Egypt 
fhall be felled as a forejl is by the hewers of wood, which, if they be 
many of them, and thofe well provided with inftruments for the 
purpofe, will be done in a little time. Egypt is very populous, full 
of towns and cities, like a forejl, the trees of which carmot be fearch- 
ed, or numbred, and very rich, full of hid treafures, many of which 
will efcape the fearching eye of the Chaldean foldiers ; but they 
fhall make a great fpoil in the country, for they are more than the 
locujls, that come in vaft fwarms, and overrun a country, devour- 
ing every green thing, Joel i. 6, 7. fo fhall the Chaldeans do, for 

they are inmanerable. Note, The Lord of bojls hath numberlefs 
hofts at his command. 

♦ 

(4.) The defolation of Egypt hereby is foretold, and the wafte 
that fhould be made of that rich country. Egypt is now like a very 
fair heifer, or calf, ver. 20. fat and mining, and not accujlomed 
to the yoke of fubjeclion ; wanton as a heifer that is well fed, and 
very fportful : Some think here is an allufion to Apis, the bull or 
calf which the Egyptians worfhipped, from whom the children of 
Ifrael learned to worflnp the golden calf Egypt is as fair as a god- 
defs, and adores her felf, but definition cometh ; cutting up co?nes± 
fo fome read it ; it comes cut of the north ; thence the Chaldean 
foldiers fhall come, as fo many butchers, or facrificers, to kill and 
cut up this fair heifer. I. The Egyptians fhall be brought down* 
fhall be tamed, and their tune changed : The daughter of Egypt 
fja/l be confounded, ver. 24. fhall be filled with aftonifhment ; their 
voice fljall go like a ferpent, i. e. it fhall be very low and fubmifc- 
five, they fhall not low like a fair heifer, that makes a great noife, 
but hifs out of their holes like ferpents : They fhall not dare to 
make loud complaints of the cruelty of the conquerors, but vent 
their osiers in filent murmurs : They mall not now, as they ufed 
to do, anfwer roughly, but, with the peer, ufe intreatses, and beg 
tor their lives. 2. They fhall be carried awav prifoners into their 




ftead of rich clothes, which will but temp: the enemy to ftrip 
thee, get plain and warm clothes; inftead of fine fhoes, provide 
ftrong'ones; and inure thy felt to hardihip, that thou may ft bear 
it the better. Note, It concerns us, among all our preparations, 
to prepare for trouble ; we provide for the entertainment of our 
friends, let us not ncglc& to provide for the entertainment of our 

enemies. 

The Kgvpti 



nor among all our furniture omit furniture for captivity, 
rptians muff prepare to fl»\\ for their chics ilull be evacu- 



ated ; 
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atecl ; Noph particularly Jballbe defolaie without an inhabitant, fo 
general {hall the (laughter and the captivity be. There are fame 
penalties which we fay the king and the multitude are exempted 
from, but here even thefe are obnoxious : The multitude of No fliall 
be pumped: it is called populous No, Nah. iii. 8. Though hand join 
in hand, yet they fhall not efcape : nor can any think to go off in 
the crowd. Be they never fo many, they fhall find God will be 
too many for them/ Their kings and all their petty princes fhall 
fall; and their gods too, chap, xliiu 12, 13. their idols and their 
great men. Thofe which they call their tutelar deities fhall be no 
protection to them. Pharaoh mall be brought down, and all thofe 
that triift in him, ver. 25. particularly the Jews that came to fo- 
fourn in his country, trufting in him rather than in God. All 
thefe fhall be delivered into the hands of the northern nations, ver. 
24. into the hand not only of Nebuchadnezzar that mighty po- 
tentate, but into the hands of his fervants, according to the curfe 
on Ham's pofterity, of which the Egyptians were, that they mould 
be the fervants of fervants, thefe feek their lives, and into their 
hands they mall be delivered. 

(5.) An intimation is given that, in procefs of time, Egypt fhall 
recover itfelf again, ver. 26. afterwards it fliall be inhabited, fhall 
be peopied again, whereas by this deft ruction it was almoft dif- 
peopled. Ezekiel foretels that this mould be at the end of forty 
years, Ezek. xxix. 13. See what change the nations of the earrh 
are fubjecr. to ; how they are emptied and increafed again, and let 
not nations that profper be fecure, nor thofe that for the prefent are 
under hatches defpair. 

2. Here is comfort and peace fpoke to the Ifrael of God, ver. 
27, 28. Some underftand it of thofe whom the king of Egypt had 
carried into captivity with Jehoahaz, but we read net of any that 
were carried away captives with him ; it may therefore rather re- 
fer to the captives of Babylon, whom God had mercy in ftore for, 
or, more generally, to all the people of God, defigned for their en- 
couragement in the moft difficult times, when the judgments of 
~ * We had thefe words of com- 

fort before, chap. xxx. 10, II. (1.) Let the wicked of the earth 
tremble, they have caufe for it ; but fear not thou, O my fervant 
Jacob, and be riot difnayed, O Ifrael ; and again, Fear thou not, O 
x Jacoh. God would not have his people to be a timorous people. 
(2.) The wicked of the earth fliall be put aivay like drofs, not to be 
looked after any more \ but God's people, in order to their being 
laved, mall be found out and gathered, though they be far off, 
fhall be redeemed, though they be held faft in captivity, and fhall 
return. (3.) The wicked is like the troubled fea when it cannot 
reft, flee when none purfues 3 but Jacob, being at home in God, 
/hall be at reft, and at cafe, and none fliall make him afraid ; for 
what time he is afraid, he has a God to trujl to. (4.) The wicked 
God beholds afar off: but wherever thou art, O Jacob, I dm with 
thee, a very prefent help. (5.) A full end fliall be made of the na- 
tions that oppreft God's Ifrael, as Egypt and Babylon : but mercy 
mall be kept in ftore for the Ifrael of God 5 they fhall be cor- 
rected, but not caft off, the correction fhall be in meafure, in re- 
fpe£t of degree and continuance. Nations have their periods, the 
Jewifh nation itfelf is come to an end, as a nation ; but the Gofpel 
church, God's fpi ritual Ifrael, frill continues, and will to the end 

in that this promife is to have its full accomplishment, 
that though God correct* it, he will never ??iake a full end of it. 

CHAP. XL VII. 



God are abroad among the nations. 



of time 



f:s chapter reads the Philiflhies their doo?n, as the firmer read the 
Egyptians theirs ; and by the fame hand, that of Nebuchadrezzar 
Jt is Jhort, but terrible ; and Tyre and Zidon, though they lay at fome 
, diftance from i hem, come in fliarers with them in the de/iruclion here 
threatned. T. It is foretold, that the forces of the northern crowns 
foould come upon them, to their great terror, ver. i 3 — 5. 2. That 
the war fliould continue long, and their endeavours to put an end 
to it jhould be in vain, ver. 6, 7. 

H E word of the LORD that came to Jeremi- 
ah the prophet againft the Philiftines, before 
that Pharaoh frnote Gaza. 2. Thus faith the LORD, 
Behold, waters rife up out of the north, and fliall be 
an overflowing flood, and fliall overflow the land, and 
all that is therein, the city, and them that dwell there- 
in ; then the men fhall cry, and all the inhabitants of 
the land fliall howl. 




At the noife of the ftamping 
of the hoofs of his ftrong horfes, at the rufhing of his 
chariots, and at the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers 
fhall not look back to their children for fceblenefs of 
hands : 4. Bccaufe of the day that cometh to fpoil all 
the Philifcines, and to cut off from TyruS and Zidon 
every helper that remained? : for the LORD will fpoil 
the Philifiines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor. 
5. Baldnefs is come upon Gaza, Afhkelon is cut off 
nvilb the remnant of their valley : how long wilt thou 

cut thy felf ? 6. O thou fword of the LORD, how 



long will it 'be ere thou be quiet?-' put lip- thy felf * 
dry fcabbard, reft and be ftill, -7. How can it be q u \? 

RD hath given it a 'charge againft 

kelon, and againft the fea-fliore? 'there hatK-hfcaiw 

1 • . r rent- 
ed it. «■ . 



feeing the LO 



4 . 

As the Egyptians had often proved falfe friends, fo the Pfn'ijfl- 
had always been fworn enemies to the Ifrael of God, and th* Jf ^ 



fliall overflow the land like a delude. 



teems -they had got head again, and were a conhderabk people t'u 
Nebuchadnezzar cut them off with other their neighbours i^fr* 
is the event here foretold. The date of this prbphecylis .obfervabP 
it was before Pharaoh fmote Gaza : when this, blow; was cjven t' 
Gaza by the king of Egypt, is not certain, whether in- his\x-e l '° 
tion againft Carchemilh, or in his return from thence, after he had 
flain Jofiah, or when he afterwards came with' defign to relic 
Jerufalem.; but this is mentioned here to fhew, that this word f 
the Lord came to Jeremiah againft the Philiftines, when they were 
in their full ftrength and luftre, themfelves and their cities in <y 00( j 
condition, in no peril from any adverfory, - or evil occurrent, when 
no difturbance of .their repofe was forefeen by any human probabi 
lities, yet then Jeremiah foretold their ruin, which Pbaraolh finfe] 
ing Gaza foon after would be but an ea:\ncft of, and, 'as it were, 
the beginnings of farrow to that country. It is here foretold 

1. That a foreign enemy, and a very formidable one, fhall Le 
brought upon them ; JVatcrs rife up out of the north, ver. 2. 'Wa- 
ters fometimes fignifies multitudes of people and nations, Rm.\\\\ 
15. fometimes great and th reaming calamities, Pfal. Ixix. 1, thefe 
here fignify both : they rife out of the north, whence fair weather 
ufeth to come, and the wind that drives away rain, but now a ter- 
rible ftorm comes out of that cold climate. The Chaldean army 

Probably this happened be- 
fore the deftrucYion of Jerufalem, for it fhould feem that in Geda- 
hall's time, which was juft after, the army of the Chaldeans was 
quite withdrawn out of thefe parts. The country of the Philiftines 
was but of fmall extent, fo that it would foon be overwhelmed by 
fo vaft an army. 

2. That they fhall all be in a mighty fright and confternaticn 
upon it : the men fliall have no heart to fight, but fhall fit down and 
cry like children, all the inhabitants of the land fliall hczvl, (bttat 
nothing but lamentation fhall be heard in all places. The occafion 
of the fright is elegantly defcribed, ver. 3. before it comes to kil- 
ling and flaying, the very Jlamping of the horfes, and rattling tf 
the chariots, when the enemy makes his approach,- fhall ftrike'i 
terror upon the people, to that degree, that parents in their frights 
fhall feem void of natural affection, for they fliall not look back to 
their children, to provide for their fafety, or fo much as to fee what 
becomes of them. Their hands fliall be fo feeble that they fhaii 
defpair of carrying them ofF with them, and therefore they fhali 
not care for feeing them, but leave them to take their lot j or, 
they fhall be in fucli a confternation that they fha.il quite forget 
even thofe pieces of themfelves. Let none he over-fond of their 
children, nor dote upon them, fince fuch diftrefs may come, as 
that they may either wifh they had none, or forget that they have, 
and have no heart to look upon them, 

3. That the country of the Philiftines fliall be fpoiled and laiJ 
wafte, and the other countries adjoining to them, and in alliance 
with them. It is a day to fpoil the Philifiines, for the LordwiS 
fpoil them, ver. 4. Note, Thofe whom God will fpoil, mu ft needs 
be fpoiled, for if God be againft them, who can be for them? Tyr 
and Zidon were ftrong and wealthy cities, and they ufed to help 
the Philiftines in a ftrait, but now they fhall themfelves be in- 
volved in the common ruin, and God will cut ofr from them every 
helper that remains. Note, Thofe that truft to help from creature?, 
will find it cut off when they moft need it, and will thereby be 
put into the utmoft confufion. Who the remnant of the coaniryvj 
Caphtor were is uncertain, but we find that the Caphterim were 
near akin to the Philiftine, Gen. x. 14. and, probably, when their 
own country was deftroyed, fuch as remained came and fettled 
with their kinfmen the Philiftines, and were now fpoiled with 
them. Some particular places are here named, Gaza and dj!ikefo> 
ver. 5. baldnefs is come upon them, the invaders have ft ripped them 
of all their ornaments, or, they have made themfelves bald in token 
of extreme grief ; and they are cut off, with the other cities that 
were in the plain or valley about them. The products of their 
fruitful vallies fhall be fpoiled, and made a prey of by the conque- 
rors. 



4. That thefe calamities fhould continue long. The propW> 
in the forefight of this, with his ufual tendernefs, asks them firft, 
ver. 5. How long will ye cut your f elves ? as men in extreme forrow 
and anguifh do : O how tedious will the calamity be ! not only 

rutting : but he turns from the effcel to the caufe, 



g, but loner cutti 



they cut themfelves, for the fword of the Lord cuts them. AM 
therefore, (1.) He befpeaks that to be ftill, ver. 6. O thou fivsrd 
of the Lord, how long zvill it be ere thou be quiet ? He begs it vvoiujl 
put up itfelf into the fcabbard, would devour no more flefli, di ink 



no more 



blood. 



fhh exprcfleth the prophet's carneft defire to & 
an end of the war, looking with companion, as became a nw»» 



i 

? 

1 




chap . XLVIII 



JEREMIAH. 




Chap. XLVIII. 



the Philiftiaes themfelves, when their country was made 
eV M t P by the fword. Note, War is the /word of the Lord, with 
•u C niuieth the crimes of his enemies, and pleads the caufe of 
* C people. When war is once begun it often lafts long ; the 
r S °7once drawn doth not quickly find the way into the fcabbard 
,r . nay fome, when they draw the fword, will throw away 
'bbard for tne y delight in war. So deplorable are the defo- 
rce ca ^ ^> ^ t j ie blefling of peace cannot but be very defi- 

u\ O that fwords might be beaten into plowfo ares ! (2,) Yet 
hi ives a fatisfa&ory account of the continuance of the war, and 
Jf ^ the mouth of his own complaint, ver. 7. Hoiv can it be quiet 
( S the Lord hath given it a charge againft fuch and fuch places, 
ticularly fpecified in its commiffion ? there hath he appointed it. 
TXte 1- That the fword of war hath its charge from the Lord 
f hofts every bullet hath fo, you call them blind bullets, but 
h v are'dire&ed by ah all-feeing God : the war it felf has fo ; he 

f 'th to itj Go, and it goes ; come, and it comes ; do this, and it 
Ath it ' f° r ^ e * s commander in chief. 2. When the fword is 
/awn ' we cannot expect it fhould be fheathed till it has fulfilled 
/ charge. As the word of God, fo his rod and his (word fhall 
accompli that for which lie fends them. 

CHAP. XLVIII. 

l/loab is next fet to the bar before Jeremiah the prophet, whom God 
■ had conflicted judge over nations and kingdoms, from his mouth to 
receive its doom. Ifaiah's prediclions concerning Moab had had 
their accompHJhment, we had the predifiions Ifa. xv. and xvi. and 
the like Amos ii. I. and they were fulfilled when the Ajfyrians un- 
der Salmanajfar invaded and diflreffed Moab. But this is a 
prophecy of the deflations of Moab by the Chaldeans, which were 
accojnplijhed under Nebuxar-adan, about five years after he had 
di fir eyed Jerufalem. Here is, (l.J The dcjl rucl ion foretold, that 
it fhould be great and general, Jhould extend itfelf to all parts of 
the country, ver. I, — 6,8. and again, ver. 21, — 25,34. That 
fpsilers fljould come upon them, . and force feme to flee, ver. 9. 
fimld carry many into captivity, ver. 12, 46. that the enemy Jhould 
come portly, ver. 16. come fwiftly and furprize them, ver. 40,41. 
that be fsmdcl make through %vork, ver. 10, and lay the country 
quite ivafle> though it was very flrong, ver. 14, 15. that there 
Jfauld be no efc aping, ver. 42, 45. that this fljould force them to 
quit their idols, ver. 13, 35. and put an end to all their joy, ver. 
23, 34. their neighbours flail lament them, ver. 17,-19. and 
the prophet himfelf doth, ver. 31, 36, &c. (2. J The caufes of 
this deflruclion ajjigned, it was fin that brought this ruin upon 
them, their pride and fecurity, and carnal confidence, ver. 7, 1 1, 
14, 29. and their contempt of, and enmity to God and his people, 
ver. 26) 27, 30. ( 3. ) A promife of the rejlcration of Moab, 

ver. 47. 

>, \ Gainft Moab thus faith the LORD of hbfts, the 
f\ God of Ifrael, Wo unto Nebo, for it is fpoiled: 
Kiriathaim is confounded and taken, Mifgab is con- 



founded and difmayed. 
of Moab : in Hefhbon 



2. 



fhall 



come and let us cut it off from being a nation alfo thou 



ffoall he from Horonai 



Mad 

thee. 3. A voice of crying 
fpoiling and great deftruflion. 
her little ones have caufed a cry to be heard, 
in the going up of Luhith, a continual weeping fhall 



4 



Moab is deilroyed, 

5. For 



go up ; tor in the going down or 
have heard a cry of definition. 



Horonaim 
6. Flee, fave 



your 

. _ . ; 7. 5 For 

becaufe thou haft: trufted in thy works and in thy trea- 



lives, and be like the heath in the wildernefs. 



fures, thou flialt alfo be taken, and Chemofh fhall go 
forth into captivity with his priefls and his princes toge- 
ther. 8. And the fpoiler fhall come k upon every city, 
no city lhall efcape : the vallev alfo fhall 



and 



perifh. 



and the plain fhall be deftroyedj as the LORD hath 
fpoken. 



and 



9 



Moab 



get away 
without any to dwell therein. 



We may obferve ir. ^ 

.t *• JhB author of Moab's deflation, it. b the Lord of hofts, 
that has armies, all armies at his command, and the God of If! 
rael, ver.i. who will herein plead the caufe of his Ifrael againft 
a people that has always been vexatious to them* and will punifh 
them now for the injuries done to Ifrael of old, though Ifrael was 
forbidden to meddle with them, Deut. ii. 9. therefore the deftruo 
tion of Moab is called the work of the Lord, ver. 10. for it is he 

that pleads for Ifrael : and his work will exatfly agree with his 
word, ver. 8. 

2 The inftmmenfs of it. Spoilers Jhatt come, ver. 8. fhall come 
with a fword, a fword that fhall purfue them, ver. 2. / will fend 
unto htm wanderers, fuch as come from afar, as if they were va- 
grants, or had miffed their way, but they fhall caufe him to winder % 
they feem as wanderers themfelves, but they fhall make the Moa- 
bites to be really wanderers, fome to flee, and others to be carried 
into captivity. Thefe deftroyers flir up themfelves to do execu- 
tion ; they have devifed evil againft Hefijbon, one of the principal 
cities of Moab, and they aim at no than th* 

dome, come, and let us cut it off fi _ & ,„ 7 

thing lefs will ferve the turn of the invaders, they 'come notto 
plunder it, but to ruin it. The prophet, in God's name, en- 
gageththemto make through work of it, ver. 10. Curfed be he 
that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully, this bloody work* this 
deftroymg work, though it goes againft the grain with men of 
compaffion, yet it is the work of the Lord, and muft not be done 
by the halves. The Chaldeans have it in charge^ by a fecret in- 
flina, (faith Mr. Gataker) to deftroy the Moabitcs, and therefore 
they muft not fpare, muft not, out of foolifh pity, keep back their 
fword from blood, they would thereby bring a fword, and a curfe 
with it upon themfelves, as Saul did by fparing the Amalekites; 
and Ahab by^ letting Benhadad go : T'hy life fiyall go for his life. 
To this work is applied that general rule, given to all that are em- 
ployed in any ferviee for Gcd, Curfed be he that doth the work of 
the Lord deceitfully, or negligently, that pretends to do it, but doth 
it not to purpofe, makes a {hew of ferving God's glory, but is re- 
ally ferving his own ends, and carries on the woi k of the Lord no 
further than will fuit his own purpofes) or that is flothful in bufi- 
nefs for God, and takes neither care nor pains to do it as it fhouM 
be done, Mai. i. 14. Let not fuch deceive themfelves, for God 
will not thus be mocked. 

m 3. The v/ofu\ inftances and effeas of this deftru&ion : The 
cities fhall be laid in ruins, they fhall be fpoiled, ver. 1. and cut 
down, ver. 2. they fhall be deflate, ver. 9. without any to dwell 
therein : there fhall be no houfes to dwell in, or no people to dwell 
in them, or no fafety and eafe to thofe that would dwell in them. 
Every city Jhall be fpoiled, and no city fijall efcape. The ftrongefl 
city fhall not be able to fecure it felf againft the enemies power, 
nor fhall the fined city be able to recommend it felf to the enemies 
pity and favour. The country alfo fhall be wafted, the valley Jhall 
perijh, and the plain be defrayed, ver. 8. The corn arid the flocks 
that ufed io cover the plains, and make the yaffles rejoice, fhall all 
be deftroyed, eaten up, trodden down, or carried off. The moft 
facred perfons fhall not efcape, the priefts and princes Jhall go toge- 
ther into captivity. Nay, Chemofh, the god they w T orfhip, who 
they expect: fhould protect them, fhall fhare with them in the ruin, 
his temple fhall be laid in afhes, and his image carried away with 
the reft of the fpoil. Now the confequence of all this will be, 
(1.) Great fhame and confufion ; Kirj at bairn is confounded, and 
Mifgah is fo. They fhall be afhamed of the mighty boafts they 
have fometimes made of their cities : There fl>ail be no more vaunt- 



for the cities thereof fhall be ddblate* utter 



big in Moab concerning Uejhbon ; fo it might be read, ver. 2* they 
fhall no more brag of the ftrength of that city, when the evil 
which is defigned againft it is brought upon it. Nor fhall they any 
more boaft of their gods, ver. "13. they fnall be'afijamed of Cbemcjh, 
afhamed of all the prayers they made to, and all the confidence 
they put in, that dunghil deity : as Ifrael xvas ajhamed of Beth-el, 
of the golden calf they had at Beth-el, which they confided in as 
their protedior, but were deceived in, for it was not able to fave 
them from the Aflyrians ; nor fhall Chemofh be able to fave the 
Moabites from the Chaldeans. Note, Thofe that will not be con- 
vinced and made afhamed of the folly of their idolatry by the word 
of God, fhall be convinced and made afhamed of it by the judg- 
ments of God, when they fhall find, by woful experience, the 



10. Curfed be he that ( 2 0 



ter inability of the gods they have ferved to do them any ferviee. 
.) There will be great forrow ; there is a voice of crying heard 5 



doth the work of the LORD deceitfully, and curfed be 
he that keepeth back his fword from blood* n. 5 Mo^ 
hath been at eafe from his youth, and he hath fettled 
on his lees, and hath not been emptied from veflel to 
veffel, neither hath he gone into captivity : therefore 
his taftc remained in him, and his fcent is not changed; 
n. Therefore behold, the days come, faith the LORD, 
that I will fend unto him wanderers that fhall caufe 
him to wander, and fhall empty his veifeis and break 
their bottles. 13. And Moab fhall be afhamed of Che- 
roofti, as the houfe of Ifrael was afhamed of Beth-el 
their confidence. 

No. 65. 



alas, alas, Moab is dejlroyed, ver. 4. The great ones having quitted 
the cities to fhitt for their own fafetv, even the little encs have can- 



the molt piteous; <^o up , p ^ , 

you meet with continual weeping, weeping with weeping, all arc in 



hid. (3.) There will be great hurry ; they will cry to one ano-= 
■fher* away, away, fee, fave your lives, vers 6. fhii'c for your own 
fafety, with all imaginable fpced* though yen efcape as bare and 
naked as the heath, or nrig, or dry flicub in the :vUJe:nejs ; think 



Chap. XLVIII, 
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MIA 
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Chap. XL Vijr 




and 




not of carrying away any thing you have, for it may coft .you 
your life to attempt it, Matt. xxiv. 16, 17, 18. Take {helter, 
though it be in a barren wildernefs, that you may have your lives 
for a prey. The danger will come fuddenly and fwiftly, and there- 
fore give \uings unto Moab* ver. 9. that would be the greateft 
kindnefs you could do them, that is it that they will call for, 
O that zve bad wings like a dove ! for unlefs they had wings and 
could fly, there will be no cfcaping. 

^ The fins for which God will now reckon with Moab, 
which juftify God in thefe fevere proceedings againft them. 

(i.) It is becaufe they have been fecure, and have trufted in 
their' wealth and ftrength, in their works* and in their trcafures* 
ver. 7. They had taken a great deal of pains to fortify their cities, 
and* make large works about them, and to fill their exchequer and 
private coffers°; fo that they thought themfelves in as good a pofture 
for war as any people could be, and that none durft invade them,' 
and therefore fet danger at defiance, they trufted in the abundance 
their riches* and Jirengthned themfelves in their zvukednefs* Plal. 
*xi« 7. Now, for this reafon, that they may have a fenfible con- 
viction of the vanity and folly of their carnal confidences, God 
will fend an enemy that (hall mafter their works and rifle their 
treafures. Note, "We forfeit the comfort of that creature, which 
we repofe that -confidence in that fhould be repofed in God only. 
The reed will break that is leaned upon. 

(2.} It is becaufe they have not made a right improvement of 
the days of their peace and profperity, ver, 11. I. They had 
been long tmdifturbed : Moab hath been at cafe from his youth. 
It was an ancient kingdom before Ifracl was, and had enjoyed great 
tranquillity, though a fmall country, and fur rounded with potent 
neighbours : God's Ifrael was afflicted from their youth,P/^/.cxxix. 
I, 2. but Moab at cafe from his youth: lie hath not been e?nptied 
from vejfel io vrffel* has not known any troublefome weakning 
changes, but is as wine kept on the lees, and not racked or drawn 
oft* by which it retains its ftrength and body. He has not been 
unsettled, nor any way made uneafy ; he has not gone into capti- 
vity* as Ifrael hath often done, and yet Moab a wicked idolatrous 
nation, and one of the confederates againft Gad's hidden ones* Pfal. 
Ixxxiii. 6. Note, There are many that perfift in unrepented ini- 
quity, and yet enjoy uninterrupted profperity. 2. They had been 
-as long corrupt and unre formed : He bath fettled on his lees^ he 
hath been fecure and fenfual in his profperity, hath refled in it, and 
fetched all the ftrength and life of the foul from it, as the^ wine 
from the lees \ his tafte remained in him, and his fcent is not 
changed : he is ftill the fame, as bad as ever he was. Note, While 
bad people are as happy as they ufed to be in the world, it is no 
marvel if they are as bad as they ufed to be. They have no changes 
of their peace and profperity, therefore they fear not God y their 
hearts and lives are unchanged, Pfal. Iv. 19. 



and I will cry bat for all Moab, mine heart fhall 
for the men of Kir-heres. .32. O vine of s;i 



*tioiir 



n 
I 



thy 



will weep for thee^ with the weeping of .Jiz e ~ 
plants are gone over the fea> they reach events*. 
of Jazer, the fpoiler is fallen upon thy iu mmer ? e . fea 
and upon thy vintage.. 33 . And joy and shA*T? 
taken from the plentiful field* and from the ] a 7 ls 
Moab, and I have caufed wine to fail from the " ° f 
preffes, none ih all tread with ihouting, their fho^ 
Jhall he no Ihouting-. 34. From the cry of HefThh^ 
even unto Elealeh, and even unto Jahaz have thev 
tered their voice, from Zoar even unto Horonaim - a 
heifer of three years old : for the waters alfo of Nirn ^ 
mall be defolate* 35. Moreover, I will caufe to c^r 
in Moab, faith the LORD, him that offereth in the hSl 
places, and him that burnetii incenfe to his gods. r 
Therefore mine heart Avail found for MoabJike' ni D 
and mine heart fhall found like pipes for the men f 
Kir-heres : becaufe the- riches that he hath gotten areo 

37. For. every head Jhall be bald, and'evi 
beard clipt : 



ut- 



rifhed. 



ery 
and 



, ^ — ^ *- 

fhall howl, faying? How is it broken 



40. 



upon all the hands Jhall he cutting 
upon the loins fackcloth. 3 8. There Jhall be lamentatf 
on generally upon all the houfe-tops of Moab* ?nd in 
the ftreets thereof : for I have broken Moab like a vef 
fel, wherein is no pleafiire, faith the LORD. 39 . The" 

down ? how hath 

Moab turned the back with fhame ? fo fhall Moab be a 
derifion, and a difmaying to all them about him 
For thus faith the LORD, Behold, fie fliall fly as an 
eagle, and fliall fpread his wings over Moab. 4 i J( e 
rioth is taken, and the ftrong holds are furprifed," and 
the mighty mens hearts in Moab at that day fhall'beas 
the heart of a woman in her pangs. 42. And Moab 
fliall be deftroyed from being a people, becaufe he hath 
magnified himfelf againft the LORD. 43 . Fear, and 
the pit, and the fnare Jhall be upon thee, O inhabitant 
of Moab, faith the LORD. 44. He that fleeth from 
the fear, fliall fall into the pit, and he that getteth up 
out of the pit, fliall be taken in the fnare : for I will 
bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of their vifi- 
tation, faith the LORD. 



under the fliadow of 



45 
Heflibon, 



They that fled, flood 
becaufe of the force: 



14. 

for the 



but a fire fliall come forth out of Heflibon, and a flame 
5 How fay ye* We are mighty and ftrong men J from the midft of Sihon, and fhall devour the corner of 

Moab is fpoiled and gone up out of I Moab, and the crown of the head of the tumultuous 



war ? 



*5- 



her cities* and his chofen young men are gone down to J ones. 46. Wo be unto thee, O Moab, the people of 

Chemofli perilheth : for thy fans are taken captives, 
and thy daughters captives. 



the flaughter, faith the King, whole name is the LORD 
of hofts. 



16% The calamity of Moab is near to come, 
and his affli&ion hafteth faft. 17. All ye that are about 
him bemoan him* and all ye that know his name, fay, 
How is the ftrong ftaff broken, and the beautiful rod ! 
18. Thou daughter that doft inhabit Dibon, come down 
from thy glory, and fit in thirft ; for the fpoiler of 
Moab fliall come upon thee, and he fhall deltroy thy 
ftrong holds. 19. O inhabitant of Aroer, ftand by the 
way, and efpy, afk him that fleeth, and her that efcap- 

eth, and fay, What is done ? 20. Moab is confounded, J to fuch lamentable occurrences 
for it is broken down : howl and cry, tell ye it in Ar- 
non, that Moab is fpoiled, 21. And judgment is come 
upon the plain country , upon Holon, and upon Jaha- 
zah, and upon Mephaath, 22. And upon Dibon, and 
upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaini, 23, And up- 



on Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamul, and upon Beth- 
meon, 24. And upon Kirioth, and upon Bozrah, and 
upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near. 
The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is bro- 



26. 3" Make ye him drunken 



25- 

ken, faith the LORD, 
for he magnified himfelf againft the LORD : Moab alfo 
fliall wallow in his vomit, and he alio fhall be in deri- 
fiom 27. For was not Ifrael a derifion unto thee ? was 
he found among thieves ? for fince thou fpakeft of him, 
thou fkippeft for joy. 28. O ye that dwell in Moab, 
leave the cities, and dwell in the rock, and be like the 
dove that maketh her neft in the fides of the holes mouth. 
We have heard the pride of Moab (he is exceeding 



2 9 e 

proud) his ioftinefs, and his arrogancy, and his pride, 
and the haughtinefs of his heart. 30. I know his wrath * 
faith the LORD, but it fhall not be fo, his lies fliall 

3 1 . Therefore will I howl for Moab, 



not fo effccTt it. 



47- 5 Yet will I bring a- 
gam the captivity of Moab in the latter days, faith the 
LORD. Thus fir is the judgment of Moab. 

The deftrufiion is here further prophefied of very largely, and 
with a great copioufnefs and variety of expreflion, and very pathe- 
tically and in moving language, defigned not only to awaken them 
by a national repentance and reformation to prevent. the trouble, or 
by a perfonal repentance and reformation to prepare for it, but 
to affecT: us with the calamitous ftate of human life, which is liable 

and with the power of God's an- 
ger, and the terror of his judgments, when he comes forth to con- 
tend with a provoking people. In reading this long roll of threat- 
nings, and meditating the terror of them, it will be of moreufe 
to us to keep this in our eye, and to get our hearts thereby pof- 
fefTed with a holy awe of God, and of his wrath, than to enquire 
critically into ail the lively figures and metaphors here ufed. 

r. It is a furprizing dcftruclion, and very fudden, that is here 
threatned. They were very fecure, thought themfelves flrong ft 
zvar* and able to deal with the moft powerful enemy, vcr. 14- 
and yet the calamity is near, and he is not able to keep it oft, 
nor fo much ns to keep the enemy long in parley, for the afflicti- 
on haflens fajl* ver. 16. and will foon come to a crifis. The 
enemy fhall fly as an eagle* fo fwiftly, fo ftrono;ly mall he com?) 
vcr. 40. as an eagle flies upon his prey, and he fliall fpread hit 
zuings* the wings of his army over Mcab ; he fhall furround & 
that none may efcape. The Jlrong holds of Moab are taken by 
furprize* ver. 41. fo that all their ftrength flood them in no /lead; 
and this made the hearts even of their mighty mett to fail* for they 
had not time to recollect the confidcrations that might have ani- 
mated them. It requires a more than ordinary degree of courage 
not to be afraid of fudden fear. 

2. It is an utter deftruction, and fuch as lavs 



Moab is fpoiled* ver. 15. quite fpoiled, is 
doivn* vcr. 20. their cities are laid in afhes, 
my, fo that they are forced to quit them, vcr. 15, Divers 



Moab all in nuns. 

confounded and brokrt 

or feized bv the eif 

cine> 

• arc 




Chap. XLVIIL 





E MI A H. 



• » . ■* "V r" v ■* 



Chap. 






f re named, upon which judgment is come, and the lift con- 
are ner ^ ^ ^fcrtf ; what, need he mention more particulars, 

eludes wi ^„ ^j] r ; t i es 0 f Moab in eeneraL far and near- 

xvhen it 



ver. 2i 5 — 2 4 



When 



Moab is cut off 



• th and power, both oftenfive and defenfive, bis a7'm is bro- 
7 ^ that he can neither give a blow, nor fave a blow, ver. 25 . 
VI vouth of the kingdom the ftrength and beauty of it ? His cho- 
f unz men are gone down to the /laughter, ver. 15. they went 
jenyo & ^ battle, promifing themfelves that they fhould return 
^ n ious but God told them they went down to the /laughter ; fo 
J are they to fall, againft whom God fights ! In a word, Moab 
att fo deftrpyed from beiag a people, ver. 42. Thofe that are ern- 
es to God's people, will foon be made no people. 
3111 It is a lamentable deftruftion, it will be juft matter of mourn- 
'nff § and will turn joy into heavinefs. 

1 j * rpfe prophet that foretels it doth himfelf lament it, and 
urns at the very forefight of it, from a principle of conipaffion to 
r° fellow creatures, and concern for the human nature : The pro- 
het will himfelf howl for Moab, his very heart Jhall mourn for 
them- 'ver, 31- "be will Weep for the wine of Sibmah, ver. 31. 
heart flail found like pipes for Moab, ver. 36. Though the de- 
ftruftio'n.pf Moab would prove him a true prophet, yet he could 
not think of it without trouble. The ruin of fmners is no pleafure 
to God, and therefore fhould be a pain to us ; even thofe that give 
tvarnin* of it fhould lay it to heart. Thefe paflages, and many o- 
thers inthis chapter, are much the fame with what Ifaiah had ufed 
in his prophecies againft Moab, Ifa. xv. and xvi. for though there 
was a long diftance of time between that prophecy and this, yet they 
were both dictated by one and the fame Spirit ; and it becomes 
God's prophets to fpeak the language of thofe that went before 

TV f c no nlapiarifm fometimes to make ufe of old exprefiions. 



his 



them. 



with 



(2.) The Moabites themfelves fhall lament ; it will be the great- 
eft mortification and grief imaginable to them. Thofe that fat in 
dory in the midft of wealth and mirth, and all manner of pleafure, 
fjlfit in thirfl, in a dry and thirfty land, where no water, no 
comfort is, ver. 18. It is time to fit in thirjiy and inure themfelves 
to hardlhip, when the fpoiler is co?ne, that will ftrip them of all, 
and empty them. The Moabites in the remote corners of the coun- 
try, that are furtheft from the danger, will be inquifitive how the 
matter goes, what news from the army, will ask every one that 
efcapeth, JVhat is done ? ver. 19. And when they are told that all is 
gone, that the invader is the conqueror, they will howl and cry, 
in bitternefs and anguifh of fpirit, ver. 20. they will abandon 
themfelves to folitude, to lament the defolations of their country, 
they will 'leave the cities that ufed to be full of mirth, and dzvell 
in the rock, where they may have their fill of melancholy : They 
fhall no more be finging birds, but mourning birds, like the dove, 
ver. 28. the doves of the vallies, Ezek. vii. 16. Thofe that give 
up themfelves to mirth, let them know that God can foon change 
their note. Their forrow fhall be fo very extream, that they fhall 
make themfelves bald, and cut themfelves, ver. 37. which were 
cxpreflions of a defperate grief, fuch as tempted men to be even 
their own deftroyers. fob indeed rent his mantle, and Jhaved his 
head, but he did not cut himfelf. When the flood of pafiion ri- 
ieth never fo high, wifdom and grace mult fet bounds to it, fet 
banks to it, to reftrain it from fuch barbarities. The forrow fhall 
be univerfal, ver. 38. There /ball be a general lamentation upon all 
the boufe-iops of Moab, where they worfhipped their idols, to whom 
they fhall in vain bemoan themfelves, and in all the flreets, where 
they convcrfed with one another, for they fhall be free in commu- 
nicating their griefs and fears, and in propagating them 3 for they 
fee all loft ; / have broken Moab like a veffel zuherein is no pleafure, 
which fhall net be regarded, and cannot be pieced again. That 
which Moab ufed to rejoice in, was their pleafant fruits, and the 
abundance of their rich wines : The delights of fenfe were all the 
matter of their joy : Take away thefe, deftroy their gardens and 
vineyards, and you make all their mirth to ceafe, Hof. ii. n, 12. 
There is great weeping when their plants are tranfplanted, are gone 
ever the fea, ver. 32. are carried into other countries to be planted 
there. The fpoiler is fallen upon thy fummer fruits, and upon thy 
vintage, and that is it that makes the cry of Hejhbon to reach even 
to Elealeh, ver. 34. Take joy and gladnefs from the plentiful field, 
and you take it /rom the land of Moab, ver. 33. If the wine fail 
from the wine-pr effe s , that ufed to be trodden with acclamations of 
joy, all their gladnefs is cut off : Take away that Jhouting, and 
there fhall be no Jhouting. Note, Thofe who make the delights of 
fenfe their chief joy, their exceeding joy, fince thofe are things 
they may eafily be deprived of in a little time, fubject themfelves 
to the tyranny of the greateft grief ; whereas they that rejoice in 
God, may do that even when the fig-tree doth not bloffom, and there 
ts no fruit in the vine. Thefe Moabites loft not only their wine, 
but their water too, even the waters of Nimrim Jhall be deflate, 
Ver * 34- an d therefore their grief grew extravagantly loud and noi- 
tyj and their lamentations were heard in all places like the lowing 
°* a heifer of three years eld. The exprelfions here are borrowed 
fr °m IJa. xv. 5, 6. . 

(30 All their neighbours are called to mourn with them, arid 



to condole their ruin, ver. iy. Ml ye that are about him, bemoan 
bun. Let him have that allay to his grief, let him fee himfelf pi- 
tied by the adjoining countries. Nay, let thofe at a diftance that 
do but know Ins name, and have heard of his fame, take notice of 
his fall, and fay, Hozv is the flrong faff broken, whofe ftrensth 
was the terror of its enemies, and the beautiful rod! whofe beaSty 
was the pride of its friends. Let the nations take notice of this- 
and receive inftruftion : Let none be puffed up with, or put con' 
fidence in their ftrength or beauty, for neither will be a fecurity 
againft the judgments of God. 

4. It is a fhameful deftruftion, and fuch as fhall expofe thehi to 
contempt. Moab is niade drunk, ver. 26. and he that is made 
drunk is made vile, he Jhall zvallow in his vomit, and become an 
odious fpeftacle, and Jlmll juftly be in derifion. Let the Moabites 
be intoxicated with the cup of God's wrath, till they ftagger and 
fall, and be brought to their wits end, and make themfelves ridi- 
culous by the wildnefsnot only of their.paffions, but of their coun- 
fek And, again, ver. 39. Moab Jhall be a derifion, and a difi 
maying to all about him, they fhall laugh at the fall of the pomp 
and power he was fo proud of. Note, They that are haughty are 
preparing reproach and ignominy for themfelves. 

5. It is the deftruftion of that which is dear to them ; hot only 
of their fummer-fruits, and their vintage, but of their wealth, ver. 
36. The riches that he hath gotten are perijhed, though he thought he 
had laid them up very fafe, and promifed himfelf a long enjoyment 
of them, yet they are gone. Note, The money that is hoarded 
in the cheft, is as liable to perilhing, as the fummer-fruits that lie 
expofed in the open fields. Riches are fhedding things, and, like 
duft, as they are, flip through our fingers then when we are in 
moft care to hold them faft, and gripe them hard. Yet this is not 
the worft neither, even thofe whofe religion was falfe and foolifh, 
were fond of it above any thing, and, fuch as it was, would not 
part with it ; and therefore, though it was really a promife, yet to 
them it was a threatning, ver. 35. that God will caufe to ceafe 
him that offer eih in the high places, for the high places fhall be de- 

and the fields of offerings 



ftroyed, and the fields of offerings fhall be laid wafie, and the 
priefts themfelves that burnt incenfe to their gods, fhall be flain or 
carried into, captivity, ver. 7. Note, It is only the true religion, 
and the worfhip and fervice of the true God, that will ftand us 
in ftead in a day of trouble. 

6. It is a juft and righteous deftru&ion, and that which they 
have deferved and brought upon themfelves by fin. 

(1.) The fin which they had been moft notorioufly guilty ofj 
and for which God now reckoned with them, was pride. It is. 
mentioned fix times, ver. 29. We have all heard of the pride of 
Moab, his neighbours took notice of it, it has teftified to his face, 
as IfraePs did, he is exceeding proud, and grows v/orfe and worfe : 
Obferve his loftinefs, his arrogancy, his pride, his haughiinefs ; the 
multiplying of words to the fame purpofe, intimates, in how ma- 
ny inftances he difcovered his pride, and how offenfive it was both 
to God and man : It was charged upon them, If a. xvi. 6. but 
here it is exprefled more largely than there : Since then they had 
been under humbling providences, and yet were unhumbled ; nay^ 
they grew more arrogant and haughty, which plainly marked them 
for that utter deftruflion which pride is the forerunner of. Two 
inftances are here given of the pride of Moab : 1. He had carried 
it infolently towards God. Re muft be brought down with fhamc^ 
ver. 26. for he hath ?nag?nfied Irimfelf again/} the Lord ; and, again j 
ver. 42. he fljall be de/lrcycd from being a people, for this very rea- 
fon. The Moabites preferred Chemcfh before Jehovah, and thought 
themfelves a match for the God of Ifrael, whom they fet at defi- 
ance. 2i He had carried it fcornfully towards Ifrael, particularly 
in their late troubles ; therefore Moab fhall fall into the fame trou- 
bles, into the fame hands, and be a derifion, for Ifrael was a deri- 
fion to him, ver. 26, 27. The generality of the Moabites, when 
they heard of the calamities and defolations of their neighbours the 
Jews, inftead of lamenting them, rejoiced in them, as if they had 
been thieves taken in the aft of robbing; as oft as they fpoke of 
them they skipped for joy. Many, in fuch a cafe, entertain in their 
minds a fecret pleafure at the fill of thofe they had a diflike to* 
who yet have fo much difcretion as to conceal it, it is fo invidious 
a thing ; but the Moabites induftrioufiy proclaimed their joy, and 
avowed the enmity they had to Ifrael* triumphing over every Ifra- 
elite they met with in diftrefs, and laughing at him ; which was as 
inhuman as it was impious^ and an impudent affront both to maii > 
whofe nature they were of, and to God* whofe name they were 
called by. Note, Thofe that deride others in diftrefs, will juftly 
and certainly, fooner or later, come into diftrefs themfelves, and 
be had in derifion. Thofe that are glad at cala?nities, efpecially 



the calamities of God's church, Jim 11 770 1 long^ impuniJJ)ed. 




ded, when they laughed at them, it was but in fport, and to make 
themfelves merry ; but, faith God, / knozv his wrath, I know it 



y 

comes from the eld enmity he hath to the feed of Abraham, and 
the worihippcrs of the true God : I know he thinks thefe calami- 
ties of the Jewifh nation will end in thdr utter extirpation : He 
now tells the Chaldeans what ill people the Jews are, and irritates 

them asrainft them, but it fall not be fo, as he expefts, his iies 

fall 
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fall not fo effett it : The nation, whofe fall they triumph in, (hall 
recover it felf. Some read it, / know his rage. Is it not fo ? (Is he 
not very furious againft the people of God ?) And his lies I know 
alfo, Do they not do fo P Do they not bely them ? Note, All the 
fury and all the falfhcod of the churches enemies is perfectly known 
to God, whatever the pretences are with which they think to co- 
ver it, Ifa. xxxvii. 28. 

7. It is a complicated deftruflion, and, by one inftance after 
another, will at length be compleated ; for thofe that make their 
efcape from one judgment, fhall perifh by another : Fear, and the 
pit, and the fnare Jhall be upon them, ver. 43. There fhall be fear 
to drive them into the pit, and a mare to hold them faft in it, 
when they are in it; fo that they fhall neither efcape from the de- 
ftruiHon, nor efcape out of it. What was /aid of finners in gene- 
ral, Ifa. xxiv. 17, 18. that they who flee from the fear, Jhall fall 
into the pit ; and they who come up out of the pit, foall be taken in 
the fnare ; is here particularly foretold concerning the finners of 
Moab, ver. 44. for it is the year of their vifltation, when God 
comes to reckon with them, and will be known hy the judgments 
which he executeth, for he is the King, whofe name is the Lord of 
hofls, ver. 15. he is not only the King, that has authority to give 
judgment, but he is the Lord of hofls, that is able to do what he 
has determined. The figurative exprefiions ufed, ver. 44. are ex- 
plained in one inftance, ver. 45. Thofe that fled out of the villages 
for fear of the enemy's forces, put themfelves under the Jhadow of 
Hefhbon, flood there, and fuppofed they flood fafe, as now armies 
fometimes retire under the cannon of a fortified city, and it is their 
protection ; but here they mould be disappointed, for when they flee 
out of the pit, they fall into the fnare ; Hefhbon, which they thought 
Would have fheltered them, devours them, as Motes had foretold 
long fmce, Numb. xxi. 28. A fire is gone out of Hejhbon, and a 
■flame from the city of Sihon, and devours thofe that come from all 
the corners of Moab, and fattens upon the crown of the . head of the 
tumultuous noify ones, or of the revellers, or children of noife ; not 
meant of the rude, clamorous multitude, but of the great men, 
that blufter, and heftor, and make a noife ; the judgments of God 
fl\all light on them. Shall we hear the conclusion of this whole 
matter? we have it, ver. 46. IVo be to thee, O Moab, thou art 
undone 5 the people that worfliip Chemojh perifh eth, and is gone ; 
farewel Moab : The fens and daughters, the hopes of the next ge- 
neration, are gone into captivity after the Jews, whofe calamities 
they rejoiced in. 

8. Yet it is not a perpetual deftru&ion. The chapter concludes 
with a fhort promife of their return out of captivity in the latter 
days. God that brings them into captivity, will bring again their 
captivity, ver. 47. Thus tenderly does God deal with Moabites, 
much more with his own people ! even with Moabites he will not 
contend for evsr, nor be always wroth. When lfraei returned, 
Moab did ; and, perhaps, the prophecy was intended chiefly for 
the encouragement of God's people, to hope for that falvation which 
even Moabites fhall fhare in. Yet it looks further to gofpel times; 
the Jews themfelves refer it to the days of the Mefllas ; then the 
captivity of the Gentiles, under the yoke of fin and Satan,, fhall 
he brought back by divine grace, which (hall make them free, free 
indeed. This prophecy concerning Moab is long, but here it ends, 
it ends comfortably. Thus far is the judgment of Moab* 

CHAP. XLIX. 

The cup of trembling flill goes round) and the nations muft all drink 
of it, according to the inflruSlions given to ferendah, chap. xxv. 
15. This chapter puts it into the hands, I, Of the Ammonites, 
ver. 1 5 — 6. 2. Of the Edomites, ver. 7, — 22. 3. Of the Sy- 
rians, ver. 23, — 27. 4. Of the Kedarens, and the kingdoms of 
Hazor, ver. 28,-33. 5- Of Elafnites, ver. 34, — 39. 
When Ifrael was fcarcely faved, where j/jall all thefe appear ? 

J . /concerning the Ammonites, thus faith the LORD, 

Hath Ilrael no Ions ? hath he no heir ? why 
then doth their king inherit Gad, and his people dwell 
in his cities? 2. Therefore behold, the days come, 
faith the LORD, that I wall caufe an alarm of war to 
be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites, and ir_ lhall be 
;i defolate heap, and her daughters fhall be burnt with 
lire : then lhall Ilrael be heir unto them that were his 



heirs, faith the LORD. 



HowL O Hefhbon 



Ai is ipoiled : cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird ye 
with lackcloih : lament and run to and fro by the hed- 
ges, for their king (hall go into captivity, and his 
priefts and his princes together- 4. Wherefore glorieft 
thou in the vallies, thy flowing valley, O backfliding 
daughter ? that trufted in her treafures, faying, Who 
lhall come unto me? 5. Behold, I will bring a fear 
upon thee, faith the LORD God of hofb, from all 
thofe that be about thee, and ye fiiall be driven out e- 
very man right forth, and none lhall gather up him 
that wandrah. 6. And afterward I will bring again 



the captivity of the children bf Amnion* faith tfo 
LORDi 

The Ammonites were next both in kindred arid neighbourhood 
to the Moabites, and therefore are next fet to the bar: Th^ 
country joined to that of the two tribes and a half on the other f T 
Jordan, and was but an ill neighbour; however, being a neigh* 
bour, they fhall have a fhare in thefe circular predictions. * 

(1.) An action is here brought in God's name againft the Am 
monites, for an illegal encroachment upon the rightful poffeffin » 
of the tribe of Gad, that lay next them, ver. 1. A writ of CR * 
quiry is brought to difcovcr what title they had to thole territori/ 
which, upon the carrying away of the Gileadites, by the king of 
Aflyria, ( 2 Kings xv. 29. 1 Chron. v. 7.6* ) were left almoft <gf 
peopled, at leaft unguarded, and an eafy prey to the next invader" 
What ! Doth it efcheat cb defe&um fanguinis ? Hath Ifrael no f m p 
Hath he no heir ? Are there no Gadites left, to whom the right of 
inheritance belongs ? Or, if there were not, are there no Uraelites 
none left of Judah, that is nearer akin to them than you are ? #7/ 
then doth their king, as if he were entitled to the forfeited eftates or 
Melcom, their idol, as if he had the difpofal of it to his woiftk; 
pers, inherit Gad, and his people dwell in the cities, which fell by 
lot to that tribe of God's people ? Nay* there were fbns and heir 
of their own body, en ventre fa mere, and the Ammonites, to pre- 
vent their claim, moft barbaroufly murdered them, Amos i. \*> 
They ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might et 
large their border-, that, having feized it, none might rife up here- 
after to recover it from them : Thus they magnified themfehes again]} 
their border, and boafted it was their own, Zepb. ii. 8> Note 
Though among men might often prevails againft- right, yet that 
might fhall be controlled by the Almighty, who fits in the thrsne 
judging right ; and thofe will find themfelves miftaken, who think 
every thing their own that they can lay their Hands on, or which 
none yet appears to lay claim to. As there is- juft ice owing to own- 
ers, fo alfo to their heirs, when they are dead, whom it is a great 
fin to defraud, though they either know not their right, or know 
not how to come at it. This fhall be reckoned for particularly, 
when injuries of this kind are done to God's people. 

(2.) Judgment is here given againft them for this- violence. 

1. Terrors fhall come upon them. God will caufe an alarm cf 
war to be heard, even in Rabbah, their capital city, and a very 
firongone, ver. 2. The Lord God of hofls, that has all armies at 
his command, will bring a fear upon them from all that be cAsa 
them, ver. 5. Note, God has many ways to terrify thofe that 
have been a terror to his people* 

2. Their cities fhall be laid in ruins. Rabbah, the mother city, 
fhall be a defolate heap, and her daughters, the other cities that kve 
a dependence upon her, and receive law from her as daughters, 
fhall be burnt with fire ; fo that the inhabitants fhall be forced to 
quit them, and they fhall cry, and gird themfelves with fackdsth, 
as having loft all they have, and not knowing whither to betake 
themfelves. 

3 ? Their country, which they were fo proud of, fhall be wafltf, 
ver. 4. Wherefore gloriefl thou in the vallies, and truflefl in thy 
treafures, O backfliding daughter ? They are charged with backfli- 
ding, or turning away from God, and from his worfhip^ for they 
were the pofterity of righteous Lot, It is true, they had never 
been fo in covenant with God as Ifrael was, yet all idolaters may 
be called backfliders, for the worfhip of the true God was prior to 
that of falfe gods. They were untoward and refractory, fofoine 
read it : And when they had forfaken their God, they gloried in 
their vallies, particularly one that was called the flowing valley, be- 
caufe it flowed with all good things. Thefe they had violently ta- 
ken away from Ifrael, and gloried in it when they had done* They 
gloried in the ftrength of their vallies, fo furrounded with moun- 
tains, that they were inacceflible ; gloried in the products of them, 
gloried in the treafures they got together out of them, faying^ Jfflo 
jhall cwne unto me f While they bathed themfelves in the pleafures 
of 'their country, they flattered themfelves with a conceit that they 
fhould never be difturbed in the enjoyment of them ; to morrow 
jhall be as this day ; therefore they fet God and his judgments at 
defiance ; they are proud, voluptuous and fecure j but wherefore 
doft thou do fo? Note, Thofe who backflide, and turn away 
from God, have little reafon, either to take a complacency, or 
to put a confidence in any worldly enjoyments whatfoever, By* 
ix. 1. 

4. Their people, from the leaft to the greateft, fhall be forced 
out of the country ; fome fhall flee to feek for fh el ter, others lha" 
be carried into captivity, fo that their land fhall be quite evacua- 
ted. Their king and his princes, nay, and Melcom, their god> 
and his priefls^ jhall go into captivity, ver. 3. and every man Jhall 
be driven out ? m ight forth, fhall take the next way, and make the bdt 
of it in his flight, ver. 5. forgetting the vallies, the flowing valhth 
which now fail them. And, to compleat their mitery, none Jhw 
gather tip him that zvandreth, none fhall open their doors to them, 
as Jael to Si/era, to entertain them and thofe that flee fhall be fo 
much in care to fecure themfelves, that they fhall not take notice oi 
others, no, not of tho/e that are neareft to them, that waaidcr, 
and are at a lofs which way to go, as, chap, xlvii. 3. 
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Then 




Then 



the country of the Ammonites fhall fall into the hands 
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Ifraelites, » 3 



Ifrael 



0 f t he re ^^ ! ; ; ^;;; fhalf po^ himfelf of their land, who had 
//; -^themfelvesof'his, by way of reprizal.^ Note, The equity 



pofleflf* . - r(Jv j d ^ rice i s to be acknowledged, when the lofles of the 
6 f divine p rctom p en Ced out of the unjuft gains of the injurious, 
injured ^ — ^ pm j es of God's Ifracl may make a prey of them for 



l T <rh the enemies or oroa 5 iu*i 
Th S the tables will fhortly be turned. 

a while, • v, ^rhfnea ffil " 
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m Concerning Edom-, thus faith the LORD of 
V j s w ifdom no more in Teman ? is counfel pe- 
fhed from t ^ e prudent ? is their wifdom vanifhed ? 
0 Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep* O inhabitants of 
Dedan for 1 will bring the calamity of Efau upon him, 

' that I will yifit him. 9. If grape-gatherers 



to thee, would they riot leave .fame gleaning- 
? if thieves by night, they will deftroy till they 

10. But I have made Efau bare, I have 



come 



grapes 

have enougn. 

uncovered his fecret places, and he lhall not be able to 
hide himfelf : his feed is fpoiled, and his -brethren and 
his neighbours, and he is not. 1 1 ; Leave thy father- 
lefs children, I will preferve theni alive-, and let thy 
widows truft in me. ^ " ii, . For thus" faith the LORD, 
Behold, they whofe judgment was not to drink of the 
cup have affuredly drunken, and art thou he that 
fhalt altogether go unpunifhed ? thou fhalt not go un- 
punifhed,°but thou fhalt furely drink of iU 13. For I 
have fwom by my felf, faith the LORD, that Bozrah 
fhall become a defolation, a reproach, a wafte, and a 
curfe and all the cities thereof fhall be perpetual wades. 
\a, I have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an 
anibaffador is fent unto the heathen, faying^ Gather ye 
together and come againft her, and' rife up to the bat- 
tle? 15- For lo, 1 will' make thee fmall anions the 
heathen, and defpifed among men.^ 

nefs hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O 
thou that dwelleft in the clefts of the rock, that holdeft 
the height of the hill : though thou fliouldeft make thy 
heft as high as the eagle, I will bring "thee down from 
thence, faith the LORD*. ; 17. Alfa /Edom lhall be. a 
defolation :J every one 'that; goetli by J t,_" fhall be afto- 
hifhed, and'fliall hifs at "all the plagues thereof. ... j 8,7 
As in the overthrow ^f.Sodbrii and ppjriorrah,' and the; 
neighbour cities .thereof, .. faith , the LORp £. 
lhall abide there, neither Aalf a fori of man (dwell Tip 



10. Behold, he fhall come up iike/a r Jipn from "the • 



16: , Thy terrible- 



land call him to an account, and then they fhall flee from the fword •• 
turn back from the battle, and dwell deep in feme clofe caverns* 
where they fhall hide themfelves : All they have {hall be carried 
off by the conqueror ; whereas grape-gatherers will leave jhme 
gleanings, and even thieves know when they have eiiovgh, and will 
dejlray no further ; they that deftroy them fhall never be fatiated, 
ver. 9, 10. they fhall make Efau quite bare, fhall ft rip the/Edo! : 
mites of all they have, fhall find out ways and means to come at 
their moft hidden treafure, fhall difcover even the fecret places* 
where they thought to fecure their wealth, and rifle themv fo that 
they fhall none of them fave their wealth, ho, nor fave themfelves 
or their children, that might be concealed in a little room ; He 
Jhall not be able to hide himfelf, and his feed too is fpoiled : Hi 's 
brethren, the Moabites, and his neighbours, the Piiiliftines* whonv 
he might have expected fuccours from, or at leaft fhelter with, are 
fpoiled as well as he, and difabled to do him any fervice : find he 
is not, or, there is 7iot he, there is none to him, ' none left him that 
may fay what follows, ver. 11, Leave thy fatherlefs children, I 
will preferve them alive. When they are flying, or dying, there 
fhall be nolle left, no relation, no friend, no, not fb much as any 
parifh officers to take care, of their wives and children that they 
leave behind-. Edom is not, he is cut off, and gone • nor is there 
any to fay, Leave me thine orphans-. If the mafter of a family be ; 
cut* off, or forced away, it is fome comfort if he have a friend to! 
leave his family with, whom he can confide in ; but they fhall 
have none fuch, for they fhall all be involved in the fame calamity^ 
The Chaldee makes thefe to be the words of God to his people^ 
diftinguifhing them from the Edomites in this calamity, and they 
read it, But you, O houfe of If a el, you J)) a 11 not leave your orphans, 
I will fecure them, a?id let your widows rcjl on my zucrd : Whatever 
becprhes of the widows and father lefs of the Edomites, I will take 
care of yours. Note, It is an unfpeakable comfort to the people 
of God, when they are dying, that they may leave their furviving 
relations with God, may, in faith, commit them to him, and 
encourage them to truft in him. ; and though they cannot promife 
themfelves great things in the world for them, yet they may hope 
that he will preferve them alive, always provided that they truff in 
him. Let the Edomites, for their part, count upon no other but 

• to be made a defolation, arid a reproach, for the decree is gone 

• forth, God hath fwom it by himfelf, ver. 13. that their cities Jhall 
be wajled, nay, they fiall be perpetual %vajies, they fhall be made 
mean and defpicable ; they had made a mighty figure, but God 
will make them fmall among the heathen ; and they that defpifed. 
God's people, fhall themfelves be defpifed among men, ver. 15. 
Obad. 2. nay, they fhall be made monitrousj and even a prodigy,! 



for coming near the ruins of ir, no man fhall abide there, ver. '18. 
fuch a frightful place'fhall it be made ! 
: "2. That' the inftruments of this deftruclion .fhould be very re fo- 
• lute and formidable. They have their com rfriffion from God^. he 
, fummons them ,1'nto this fervice, ver. 14. / have heard a rumour, 



Jordan "agaliift 'the habitation ot the fir on 





but 1 will iuddenly .maKe mm run , away 
who is a chofen man that I may apppint.pyer her.?.:^ror 
who /j/like me? and" who, will' apppipOfie ;tli^ 
and who is that fliepli'erd.'that^vill^fe before me ? 
20. Ther'efbre hear the "counfel "of 'the £dfclX that he 



hath taken againft Edom, and his purpbies'that: lie hath 
purpofed againfl: the inhabitants ofrTjemjan ; furely the 
leaft of the flock fhall -draw them out 5 : furely he lhall 
make their .habitations':defolate with' them.' 21. 
tarth is moved at the: rioife of their fall :• at the cry, 




the noife thereof was heard in the RedTea. 

»- ' r f • ' 

hold, -he' 'fhall come 



22. 



Be- 
and 



faying, Gather ye together, miifter nil the forces ye can, and come' 
dgainjl her ; for, ver. 20. this is the counfel that he hath taken a- 
[gainjl Edom 1 the matter is fettled, the decree is gone forth, and 
there is no refilling it God has determined that Edom fliall be 
laid wafte,' and then he that is to be employed in it fhall come 
fwiftly and ftrohgly. Nebuchadrezzar is lie, of whom it is here 
foretold, 1. That he fo all come up like a lion, with fiercenefs and 
fury, like a lion enraged by the fuelling of Jordan, overflowing 
his banks, which force him out of his covert, by the water-fide, 
into the higher grounds,, ver. 19. Fie fhall come roaring, ..come to 
devour 'alFthat come in his way : He (hall come again/} the J?abita- 

, the forts and catties 3 and I will caufe him to 



up, and fly; As 'the eagle, 
ipread his. wings over. Bozrah : and at- thfit day fhall the 
heart of the mighty men 'of Edom be as" the heart of a 

woman in her pangs. ' 

The Edomites come next to receive their doom from Godj by 
the mouth of jeremiah : They alfo were old . enemies to the Ifrael 
°f God, but their day win come to be reckoned .with, and it is 
now at hand ; and is foretold, not only for warning to them, but 
for comfort to the Ifrael of Godj whofe affiicl:ions were very much 
a ?S r avated by their triumphs over them,, and joy in their calamity, 
Pfalm exxxvij. 7. Many of the expreflions iifed in this prophecy 
cepemring Edom, are borrowed from the prophecy of Obadiah, 
.which is concerning Edo?n ; for all the prophets being infpired by 
9 n e and the fame^Spirit, .there mutt needs be a wonderful harmony 

s 2nd agreement in their predictions. 
Now.here it is foretoldl 

i. That the 'country of Edom fliouid be all watted, and made 
^cfolate; xh^tthe calamity of Efau (hould be brought upon him, the 
calamity he has deferved, and God has long dellgned him, for his 
°U fins, ver. 8.. The time is at hand when God will vifit him, 
* . N°. 65. 



tion of < the Jlro 



come fuddady into the land, fo the next words might well be read, 
fo as to find them unprovided with necefiaries for a defence ; for I 



will look out a chofen man to appoint over her, to do this execution, 
a man fit for the purpofe, one chofen out of the people ; for when 
God has work" "to do, he will find out the fitteft initruments to be 
employed in it: And in this, #3* is like me ? for choofing the in- 
ftrumentSi and fpiriting them for the work \ and, Who will ap- 



point ?ne the time? i. e. who will challenge me* and fix a time and 
place to meet me ? who will join ifiue with me in battle ? And 
when I fend a lion into the flock, Who is that jhepherd, that can 
or dare ftand before me, or againft me, to oppofc that iion, and 
think to refcue any of the flock ? Note, When God nas work to 




his camp, 'fhall dratu them cut for the flaughtcr, (hall force them 
to flee, or to furrender, and make their habitations aefiate zvito 



them. 



God can bring to pafs the grcateft works by inftrumcnrs 
leaft likely. When the Cfaak!;an army cqhics againft the Ldcmites, 

23 L 



Chap. XL1X. 




E R EMI AH. 






all hands fhall be employed, and the pooreft foldier in it {hall have 
a . pluck at them. 2. Nebuchadrezzar fhall come, not only like a 
lion, the king of beafts, but like an ieagle, the king of birds, ver. 
22. He Jhall fly as the eagle upon his prey, fo fwiftly, fo ftrongly ; 
fjhall clap his wings upon Bozrah, to fccure it for himfelf, as be- 
fore, chap, xlviii. 40. and immediately the hearts of the mighty men 
lhall fail them, for they fhall fee he is an enemy that it is in vain to 
ffruggle with. 

3. That the Edomites confidences fhould all fail them in the day 
of their diftrefs. I. They trufted to their wifdom, but that fhall 
ftand them in no ftead ; this is the flrft thing fattened upon in 
this, prophecy againft Edom, ver. 7. That nation ufed to be fa- 
ihous for wifdom, and their ftatefmen were thought to excel in po- 
liticks, and yet now they fhall take fuch wrong meafiires in all 
their counfels, and be fo baffled in all their defigns, that people fhall 
ask, with wonder, What is the matter with the Edomites ? Is wif- 
dom no more in Teman ? Are the wife men of the eaft country 
(1 Kings iv. 30.) become fools ? Are thofe at their wits end, that 
were thought to have the monopoly of prudence ? Is counfel perijhed 
fro?n the under/landing men ? It is fo, when God is defigning the 
ruin of a people ; for whom he will deftroy, he infatuates. See 
yob idu 20. ' Is their wifdom vanijhed ? Is it tired? fo fome; Is 
it worn out ? fo others ; Is it become ufelefs ? fo others. Yes, it 
will do them no fervice, when God comes forth to contend with 
them. 2. They trufted to their ftrength, but neither fhall that 
avail them, ver. 16. They had been a terror to all their neigh- 
bours, every body feared them, and truckled to them, and this 
made them proud and conceited of themfelves, and their own 
flrength, and very fecure ; becaufe no neighbour-nation durft med- 
dle with them, they thought no nation in the world durft. Their 
country was much of it mountainous, having many pafles which 
they thought themfelves able to make good againft any inyader ; 
tut this tcrriblcncfs of theirs deceived them, and fo did their imagi- 
nary inacceffiblenefs 5 they did not prove fo ftrong as they were 
formidable, nor fo fafe as they were fecure. As high as they are, 
God will bring them down ; for as there is no wifdom, fb there is 
110 might againfi the Lord. See thefe expreflions, Obad. 3, 4, 8. 

4. That their deftru&ion fhould be inevitable, and very re- 
markable. 1. God hath determined it, ver. 12. he hath faid it 5 
nay, ver. 13. he hath fzvorn it, that the Edomites Jh a 11 not go un- 
^untjhed ; but they fhall drink the cup of trembling, which is put 
into the hands of all their neighbourr 3 even they, whofe judgment, 
or doom, was not to drmk of the cup, i. e. that had not fo well de- 
fended it as they had done, nations that had not been fuch enemies 



the kings of Syria, as Pharaoh of the kings of. Egypt, 

ferve concerning the judgment of Damafcus, 

I. It begins with a terrible fright and faintheartednefs 
hear evil -1— 1-2 -c t»_i_ 1 

coming 



tidings, that the king of Babylon, with all his Vo ? 
againft them, and they are confounded, they kno^' * 
afures to take for their own fafetv. thnr _ w 



what meafures to take for their own fafetv-. their font* ^ 

■•' ■ ' - ' - -ririeft them, 

. lvii. 20. or, lik e 

forrow that begins 
city . fhall go to the fea-coaft, ver. 23. See how eafily Q^j 



they are faint-hearted, they have no fpirit left them, they a n ' 
the troubled fea, that cannot be quiet, Ifa. lvii. 20. or, lik e ^ " 

a Jlorm at fea, Pfalm cvii. 26. or, the forrow that bemn* , , 
" » - rt ~ a "a in the 



e men i 



difpirit thofe nations that have been moft celebrated for v 1 
Damafcus now waxeth feeble, ver. 24. a city that thought^ ' 
could have looked the rnoft formidable enemy in the face 
turns her felf to fee, and owns it is to' no more purpofe to thinker 
contending with her fate, than for a tvoman in labour to com a 
with her pains, which fhe cannot efcape, but muft yield to T 
was a city of praife, ver. 25. not praife to God, but to her felf- 
city much commended and admired by- all Arrangers that vifited '* 
It was a city of joy, where there was an affluence and confluent 
all the delights of the fobs of men, and abundance of mirth in tt 
enjoyment of them.,. We read it (though it needs not) tbecih * 
my joy, which the prophet himfelf had fometimes vifited with i]l 
fupe : Or, it may be the fpeech of the king lamenting the rum of 
the city of his joy. But now it is all overwhelmed with fear an! 
grief. Note;, Thofe deceive themfelves who place their happing 
in carnal joys 5 for God, ,in his providence, can/oon caft a dim 
upon them, and put an end to them. He can foon make a citnf 
praife to be a reproach, and a city of joy to be a terror to it 

2. It ends with a terrible fall and fire* 1. The inhabitants are 
flain, ver. 26. The young men, that fhould fight the enemy, and 
defend the city, Jhall fall, by the rword, : inrherjlreets ; 'and all the 
men of war, mighty men, expert in war, arid engaged in the fer- 
vice of their country, Jhall be cut off. . 1. The city is laid in afties" 
ver. 27. The fire is kindled, by the befiegers, in the wall, but it 
fhall devour all before it, the palaces of Ben-hadad particularly 
where fo much mifchief had formerly been hatched againft Gof j 
Ifrael, for which it is now thus vifited. 



and concerning the kin^ 



doms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezz 
Ion fhall finite, thus faith the LORD, Arife ye, go 
up to Kedar, and fpoil the men of the eaft. 29. Their 
tents and their flocks fhall they take away, they fhall 



to Ifrael as they had been ; or, Ifrael it felf, that was God's pecu- take to themfelves their curtains and all their veflels, 

' ... and their camels, and they fhall cry unto them, Fear h 

on every fide. go. " 5 Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, 
O ye inhabitants' .of Hazor, faith the LORD 5 for 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath taken counfel a- 
gainft you, and hath conceived a purpofe againft you. 
31. Arife, get you up unto the . wealthy nation that 
dwelleth without care, faith the LORD, which have 
neither gates nor bars, which dwell alone. 32. And 
their camels lhall be a booty, and the multitude of their 
cattle- a fpoil, and I wilj fcatter into all winds them 
that are in the utmoft corners, and I will bring their ca- 
lamity from all fides thereof, faith the LORD. 33; 
And Hazor. ihall be a dwelling for dragons, and a de- 
folation for ever \ there lhall no man abide there, nos 
any fon of man dwell in it. 



ml 

liar people, and among whom there were many, very many, that 
kept his ordinances, upon which account they might have expedted 
an exemption, and yet they had been made to drink of the bitter 
Cup, ' and fhall the Edomites think to pafs it ? No ; they (hall 
furely drink of it. Note, When God puniflieth the lels guilty, it 
is folly for the more guilty to promife themfelves impunity $ and 
when judgment begins at God's houfe, it; will reach the ftrangers. 
1. All the world fhall take notice of it, ver. 2i. The earth is 
7)ioved, and all the nations put into a concern, at the ncife of their 
fall ; the news of it fhall make them tremble. ^ The noife of the out- 
cry is heard to the Red fea, which flowed upon the coafts of Edom : 
So loud fhall be the fhouts of the conquerors, and the fhrieks of the 
conquered, and fuch a mighty noife fhall the news of this deftruflion 
of Idumea make in the nations, that it fhall be heard among the 
fhips that lie in the Red fea to take in lading, ( 1 Kings ix. 26.) and 
they fhail carry the news of it to the remoteft fhores. Note, 
Thofe that- have affeited to make a noife with their pomp and pow- 
er, their fall, when it comes, will make fo much the greater 
noile. 

23. 5 Concerning Damafcus. Hamath is confoun- 
ded, and Arpad : lor they have heard evil tidings, they 
are faint-hearted, there is forrow on the fea, it cannot 
be quiet. 24. Damafcus is waxed feeble, and turneth 
her felf to flee, and fear hath feized on her : anguifh 
and forrows have taken her as a woman in travail. 
25. How is the city of praife not left, the city of my 
joy ? 26- Therefore her young men lhall fall in her 
itreets, and all the men of war fhall be cut off in that 
day, faith the LORD of hofts. 27. And I will kin- 
dle a fire in the wall of Damafcus, and it fhall confume 
the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

The kingdom of Syria lay north of Canaan, as that of Edom 
lay fouth, and thither we muft now remove, and take a view of 
the approaching fate of that kingdom, which had been often vex- 
atious to the Ifrael of God. Damafcus was the metropolis of that 
kingdom, and the ruin of the whole is fuppofed fn tlie ruin of that, 
yet Hamath and Arpad, two other confiderable cities, are n^med, 
ver. 23. and the palaces- of Ben-hadad, which he built, are parti- 
cularly marked for ruin, ver. 27. as alfo, Amos \. 9. Some think 
Ben-hadad (the fon of Hadad, either their idol, or one of their an- 
cient kings, whence the reft defcended ) was a corfirnon: name of 



make among th 
he fon of Ifhmael 



Nebuchadrezzar 



ftony, and of the kingdoms, the petty principalities of Hazor, that 
joined to them, who, perhaps, were originally Ganaanites, of the 
kingdom of Hazor in the north of Canaan, which had jabin for 
its king, but, being driven thence, fettled in the deferts of Arabia, 
and aflbciated themfelves with the Kedarens* Concerning this 
people we may here obferve, 

1. What was their prefent ftate and pofture. They dwelt i« 
tents, and had no walls but curtains, ver. 29. no fortified cities; 
they had neither gates nor bars, ver. 31. They were fhepherds, 
and had no treafures, but flock upon land, no money, , but flocb 
and camels : They had no foldiers among them, for they were in 
no fear of invaders ; no merchants, for they dtvelt alone, ver. 31. 
Thofe of other nations neither came among them, nor traded with 
thern $ but they lived within themfelves, content; with the .pro- 
du£ts and pleafures of their own country. This was their manner 
of living, very different from that of the nations that were round 
about them. And, 1. They were very rich ; though they had no 
trade, no treafures, yet they are here faid to be a wealthy natiM} 
ver. 31. becaufe they had a fufficiency to anfwer all the ccca&ns 
of human life, and they were content with it. Note, Thofe aW 
truly rich that have enough to fupply their necefiitie*, and know 
when they have enough. We need not go to the treafures of ki^ s 
and provinces, or the cafh of merchants, to look for wealthy f® 4 
pie, they may be found among fhepherds that dwell * n ur ^ 
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u ere very eafy, they dwelt without care, their wealth was 
2 'u c Cy no body envied them, or, if any did, they might come 
ft hto and enjoy the like, and therefore they fear no body, 
tfeaceawy fe ^ i; ve innocently and honeftly, may live very fe- 

i', though they have neither gates nor bars. 
C y The detign of the king of Babylon againft them, and the de- 
% \ he made upon them : He hath taken counfel againft you, and 
conceived a purfofe againft you, ver. 30. That proud man 
r 1 it fhall never be faid, that he, who had conquered fo many 
reiolves w j]i jeave thofe unconquered that dwell in tents. It 
^ r ° n L*n<re' that eagle would ftoop to catch thefe flies ; that fb 
**t ■? pSndfc ftould play at fuch Tmall game ; but all is fifh that 
to the ambitious, covetous man's net. Note, It will not al- 



t0 ^ff^uremen from fuffering wrong, to be able to fay they have 
a no wrong 5 not to have given offence will not be a defence 
6 ft fuch men as Nebuchadrezzar. Yet, how unrighteous foe- 
^ he was in doing it, God was righteous in direfting it. Thefe 
^ple had lived inoffenfively among their neighbours, as many do, 
hvet like them, are guilty before God; and it was to punifh 
them fov their offences againft him, that God faid, ver. 28. jfriji, 
. t0 Xedar, and Jpoil the men of the eajl. They will do it to 
&° u Zfy their own covetbufhefs and ambition, l>ut God orders it for 
the corre&ing of an unthankful people, and for warning to a care- 
I fs world to expe£t trouble when they feem to be moft fafe. God 
faith to the Chaldeans, ver. 31. Arife, get up to the wealthy na- 
.. Qn rhnolh without care : eo, and give them an alarm, that 
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Moved. 




•2. The great amazement that this put them into, and the great 
deflation hereby made among them : They Jh all cry unto them, i. e. 
thofe on the borders fhall fend the alarm into all parts of the coun- 
try which ftiall be put into the utmoft confufion by it 5 they fhall 
cry Fear is on Pvery fide, we are furrounded by the enemy 5 the 
very terror of which fhall drive them all to their feet, and they 
1 none of them have any heart to make refiftance. The ene- 
fhall proclaim fear upon them, or againjl them, on every fide ; 
they need not ftrike a ftroke, they fhall fhout them but of their 
tents ver. 29. Upon the firft alarm they fhall flee, get far off, 
and dwell deep, ver. 30. as the Edomites, ver. 8. And it will be 
found that this fear on every fide is not groundlefs, for their calami- 
fhall be brought from all fides thereof, ver. 32. No marvel there 
are fears on every fide, when there are foes on every fide. The 
iffue will be, 1. What they have will be a prey to the Chaldeans; 
they fhall take to them) elves their curtains and veffels ; though they 
are but plain and coarfe, and they have better of their own, yet 
they fhall take them for fpite, and fpoil for fpoiling fake : They fliall 
tarry away their tents and their flocks, ver. 29. Their camels fhall 
be a booty to thofe that came for nothing elfe, ver. 32. 2. It is 
tiot faid that any of them fhall be flain, for they attempt not to 
make any refiftance, and their tents and flocks are accepted as a 
ranfom of their lives ; but they fhall be diflodged and difperfed, 
though now they dwell in the utmoft corners, out of the way, and 
therefore they think out of the reach of danger ; by this character 
thofe people were diftinguifhed, chap. ix. 26. and, xxv. 23. yet 
they fhall from thence be fcattered into all winds, into all parts of 
the world. Note, Privacy and obfeurity is not always a protection 
and fecurity : Many that affedl to be ftrangers to the world, may 
yet by unthought of providences be forced into it; and thofe that 
ive moft retired, may have the lame lot with thofe that thruft 
themfelves forth, aud lie moft expofed. 3. Their country fhall lie 
uninhabited ; for, lying remote, and out of all high-roads, and ha- 
ving neither cities nor lands inviting to ftrangers, none fhall care to 
fucceed thfem, lb that Hazor Jhall be a deflation for ever, ver. 33. 
If bufy men be difplaced, many ftrive to get into their places, be- 
caufe they lived great ; but here are eafy, quiet men difplaced, and 
710 man cares to abide where they did, becaufe they lived mean. 
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34. 5 The word of the 



J 



miah the prophet againft Elam, in the beginning of the 
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, faying, 35. Thus 
faith the LORD of hofts, Behold, I will break the 
bow of Elam, . the chief of their might. .3 6. And upon 
Elam will I bring the four winds, from the four quarters 



from Elam the fon of Sem, Gen. x. 22. yet fome think it was on- 
ly that part of Perfia which lay neareft to the Jews, which was 
called Elymais, and adjoined to Media-Elam, had a&ed againft 
God's Ifrael, bare the qiuver in an expedition againft them, lfa. 
xxii. 6. and therefore muft be reckoned with among the reft. . It 
is here foretold, in general, that God will bring evil upon them, 
even his fierce anger, and that is evil enough, it has all evil in it % 
ver. 37. In particular, 

1. Their forces fhall be difabled, and rendered uncapable to do 
them any fer vice. The Elamites were famous archers, but, Be- 
hold, I will break the bow of Elam, ver. 35. will ruin their artil- 
lery, and then the chief of their might is gone. God often orders 
it fo, that that which we moft truft to, firft foils us ; and that 
which was the chief of our might, proves the leaft of our help. 

2. Their people fhall be difperfed. There fhall come enemies 
againft them from all parts of the world, and they fhall all carry 
fome of them away captives into their refpe£tive countries, while 
others fhall flee, fome one way, and fome another, to fhift for 
themfelves, fo that there Jhall be no nation, whither the outcafts of 
Elam Jhall not come^ ver. 36. The four winds fhall be brought up- 
on them ; the ftorm fhall come fometimes from one point, and 
fbmetimes from another, to tofs and hurry them feveral ways ; and 
we know not from what point the wind of trouble may blow ; but 
if God compafs us with his favour we are fafe, and may be ealy, 
which way foever the ftorm comes. Fear fhall drive them into 
other countries, they fhall be difinayed before their ejiemies ; but, as 
if that were not enough, / will Jend the fword after them, ver. 37. 
Note, God can make his judgments follow thofe, that think, by 
flight, to efcape them, - and to get out of the reach of them. Evil 
purfues.finners. 

3. Their princes fhall be deftroyed, and the government quite 
changed, ver. 38. I will fet my throne in Elam. The throne of 
Nebuchadrezzar fhall be fet there, or the throne of Cyrus, who 
began his conquefts with Elymais. Ox*", it may be meant of the 
throne on which God fits for judgment ; he will make them knew 
that he reigns, that he judgeth in the earth, and that kings and 
princes are accountable to him, and that, as high as they are, he 
is above them. The king of Eia:n was famous of old, Gen. xiv. I. 
Chedorlaomer was king of Elam, and a mighty man he was in his 
day ; the nations about him ferved him \ his fuccelTors, we may 
fuppofe, made a great figure ; but the king of Elam is no more to 
God than another man : When God fets his throne in Elam, he 
will deftroy from the?:ce the king and the princes that are, and fet up 

whom he pleafeth. 

4. Yet the deftruftion of Elam fhall not be perpetual, ver. 39. 
In the latter days I will bring again the captivity of Elam. When 
Cyrus had deftroyed Babylon, brought the empire into the hand's 
of the Perfians, the Elamites, no doubt, returned in triumph, out 
of all the countries whither they were fcattered, and fettled again 
in their own country. But this promife was to have its full and 
principal accompliftiment in the days of the Mefliah, when we find 
Elamites particularly among thofe, who, when the holy Ghoft 
was given, heard fpoken in their own tongues the wonderful works 
of God, A£te ii. 9. and that is the molt defirable return of the 
captivity. If the Son make you free, then you jhall be free indeed. 
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this chapter, and that which follows, we have the judgment of 
Babylon, which is put lajl of Jeremiah 7 s prophecies againft the 
Gentiles, becaufe it was lafil accomplijhed ; and when the cup of 
God's fury zvent roimd, chap. xxv. 17. the king of Shejhach, i. e. 
Babylon, drunk loft. Babylon was employed as the rod in God's 
hand for the chaf fifing of all the other nations, and now at length 
that rod Jhall be thrown into the fire. The definition of ~ 
by Gyrus was foretold long before it came to its height by Ifaiah, 
and 7iow again when it is come to its height by Jeremiah ; for 
though at this time he faw that kingdom fiourijhing like a green 
bay-tree, yet at the fame time he forefazv it zuithsred and cut 
down. And as Ifaiah 7 s prophecies of the deflrutlion of Babylon* 
and the deliverance of Ifrael out of it, feem defigned to typify the 
evangelical triumphs of all believers over the pozvers of darkuefs* 

great Jalvation wrought cut by our Lord J ejus Chrift ; 



of heaven, and will fcatter them towards all thofe winds, fi jeremiah'i t propbecie. < of 'the fame m ft 

on^ n.„n 1 ..uwu— ~f T7i« M the atocalyptick triumphs of the golpel cbureo 



and there fhall be no nation whither the outcafts of Elam 
fhall not come. 37. For I will caufe Elam to be difrnay- 
cd before their enemies, and before them that feek their 
life : and I will bring evil upon them, even. >my fierce an- 
ger 5 £iith the LORD, andl will fend the fword after them, 
till I h ave confumed them. 38.- And I will fet my 
throne in Elam, and will deftroy from thence the king 
and the princes, faith the LORD. 39.. J But it ftiall 
come to pafs in the latter days, that I. will bring again 
the captivity of Elam, faith the LORD. • 

, This prophecy is dated in the beginning, of Zedekiah's reign; it 
« probable, the other prophecies, againft the Gentiles, -going before, 
w # e at the fame time. The Elamites were the Peffiahs, defcehdei 



New Teflament Babylon, many pajfc^ 
borrowed from hence. The kingdom of "Babylon being Much larger 
and firongcr than any other of the kingdoms here prophefied agairfi y 
its fall zvas the more confiderable in it felf ; and it^ having been 
more epprejfive to the people of God than any of the ether, and 
therefore the prophet is very large upon this fubject, for the comfort 
of the captives 5 a?id what zvas foretold in general often before* 
chap. xxv. J2. and, xxvii. 7. is here more particularly defcri- 
bed, and zvith a great deal of prophetick heat as tveil as light. 
The terrible judgments God had in flore for Babylon, and the glo- 
rious bkjjings he had in flore for his people, that were captives 
there, are intermixed and counter changed in the prophecy of this 
chapter ; for therefore Babylon zvas defiroycL to make way for the 
turning again of the captivity of God's people. Here is 7 1. The 
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Chap, l t 



'ruin of Babylon, ver. 1^—3. and again, ver. 9,-^-16. and a gain ^ 
ver. 2 1 j— 32. and aga'vt, ver. 35,— 46. 2. the redemption of 
God's people, ver. 4^3. and again, ver. 17,^-20.. and again, 

' ver - 33> 34- Tf* * w<? ogainft the other, it is 

eafy io fay which one ivotdd choofe to take one's lot with, the per- 
j eculing Babylonians, that, though now in pomp, are referved for fo 
'great a "ruin 5 or the perfecuted Ifr a elites, that i though notv hi 
thraldom^ are referved for fo great a glory. 




• fhall not fink under their forrows, but beftir themfelves to find 
comfort where it is to be had 5 T&ey fjall go weepivr to f 
Lord their God. Thofe that feek the Lord muft feek him for : 
ing, as Chrift's parents fought him, Luke in 48. And thofe T" 
forrow muft feek the Lord b and then their forrow ftiall foonlf 



turned into joy, for he will be found of thofe .that fo feek h 
They fhall Jeck the Lord as their God± and fhall now have no ni^* 
to do with idols. When they fhall hear that the idols of Baby] on 



J 




H 



Ion, and againft the land of the Chaldeans by 
iah the prophet. 2. Declare ye among the nati- 
ons, and publifh, and fet up a ftandard, publifh and 
conceal not : ffay, Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, 

M 



confounded and Zr^^itwill be feafonable for them to enquire after th'-' 
own God, and return to him who Jives for. ever. Therefore 
are deceived in falfe gods, that they may depend , on the true Go!! 
only. 2* They fhall think of returning to their own country ' 
gain, fhall think of it not only as a mercy, but as a duty, becaufe* 
there only is the holy hill of Zion, on which once flood the houfe f 
the Lord their God, ver. 5 . They Jhall ask the way to Zion, zvhh il 



Merodach is broken in pieces, ner iaois are coniounaea, a f aces tbi'therzvards : Zion was. the city of their fqlemnitics, the ' 
her images are broken in pieces. 3. For : out of the I often thought of it in the depth of their captivity, Pfah exxxvii I 



north there cometh up a nation againft her, which fhall 
make her land defolate, and none {hall dwell therein : 
they lhall remove, they fhall depart- both man and beaft. 
4. 5 In thofe days, and in that time, faith the LORD, 
the children of Ifrael fhall come, they and the children 
of Judah together, going and weeping : th 
and feek the LORD their God. c. The 



alk 



thitherward, fay 



Come, and let us join our felves to the LORD, in a 



perpetual covenant that fhall not be forgotten. 



My 



people hath been loft fheep : their fhepherds have cau- 
fed them to go aftray, they have turned them away on 
the mountains : they have gone from mountain to hill, 
they ha^e forgotten their refting-place. 7. All they 
that found them have devoured them, and their adver- 



faries faid, We 



becaufe they have finned 



againft the LORD, the habitation of juftice, even the 
LORD, the hope of their fathers. 8. Remove out of 
the midft of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of 
the Chaldeans, and be as the he-goats before the flocks. 

Here is, 1. A word fpoken againft Babylon, by him* whofe 
works all agree with his word, and none of whofe words fall to the 
ground. The king of Babylon had been very kind to Jeremiah, 
and yct.he muft fore tel the ruin of that kingdom'; for'God's pro- 
phets .muft not be governed by favour or affe£tion. Whoever are 
our. friends, if notwithftanding they are God's "enemies, we dare 
not fpeak peace- to. them. 

(1.) The deftruction of Babylon is here fpoken of, as a thing 
done, -ver 4 2. Let it be publifhed to the nations as a piece of news, 
true news, and great news, and news they are all concerned in ; 
let them- hang out the flag, as is ufual, oh days of triumph, to give 
notice of it ; let all the world take notice of it, Babylon is taken, 
let God have the honour nf it, let his people have the comfort of 
it, and therefore do not conceal it. Take care that it be known, 
that the Lord may be known by thofe judgfnencs which lu cxecuteth, 
Pfah ix. 16. 

(2.) It isTpokcn of as a tiling done throughly. For, 1. The very 
idols of Babylon, which the people would protect with all poffible 
care, an'd frorh which they expected protection, (hall be deftroyed. 
Bel and Merodach were their two principal deities, they fhall be 
confounded, and the images of them broken to pieces. . 2. The coun- 
try fhall be laid wafte, ve?\ 3. out of the north from Medea, 
which lay north of Babylon, and from Aftyria, through which 
Cyrus made his defcent upon Babylon ; from thence the nation 
fhall come that (hall make her land defolate. Their land was north 
to the coun tries that they deftroyed, who were therefore threatned 
with evil from the north ( omne malum ah a qui Ion e : ) but God will 
find out nations, yet further north, to come .upon them. The pomp 
and power of old Rome was brought down by northern nations, 
the Goths and Vandals. 



2. Here is a word fpoken for the people of God, and for their 
com fort, both the children of Jfracl and of Judah ; for many there 
were of the ten tribes that aflbciated with thofe of the two tribes 
in their return out of Babylon. Now here, 

(i.) It is promifed, that they fhall return to their God firft, 
and then to their own land ; and the promife of their converfion 
and reformation is that which makes way for all the other promifes, 
ver. 4, 5. I. They fhall lament after the Lord, as the whole 
Jioufe of Ifrael did in Samuel's time, 1 Sam. vii. 2. they fhall go- 
weeping. . Thefe tears flow not from the forrow of the world, as; 
thole w v hen. they went into captivity, but from godly forrow ; 
they are tears of repentance for iin, tears of joy for the. goodnefs 
oCGod,. in the dawning of the day of their deliverance, which, 
for- ought appears, doth more towards the bringing of them to 
mourn, for. fin, than all the calamities .of their captivity ; that pre- 
vails- to lead them to repentance, when the other did not prevail to 
drive them to it. Note, It is a good fign God is coming towards 1 
a people in ways of mercy, when they begin to be tenderly af- 
fected under his hand. 2. They {hall enquire after the Lord, thcyi 



but now the ruin of Babylon gave them fome hopes of a releafe" 
they talk of nothing elfe but of going- back to Zion. Their hearts 
were upon it beforehand now they fet their faces thitherwards- 
they long to be there, they fet out for Zion, and refolye not ta 
take up fhort : the journey is long, they know not the road, but 
they fhall ask the zvay, for they will prefs forward till they come to 
Zion; and as they are determined not to turn back, io they are in 
care not to mifs the way. This reprefents the return of poor fouls 
to God : heaven is the Zion they aim at as their end, on this they 
have fet their hearts, towards this . they have fet their faces, and 
therefore ask the way thither. Not ask the way to heaven, and 
fet their faces towards the world - y nor fet their faces towards hca- 
ven^ and go on at a venture without . asking the way. But in all 
true converts there is both a fincere defire to attain the end. and' 
a conftant care to keep in the way ; and a blefied fight it is, to 
fee people thus asking the way to heaven with ] their faces thither- 
ward. 4. They fhall renew their covenants with God of clofer 
walking for the future ; Come, and let us join ourfelves to the Lord, 
in a perpetual covenant. They had broken covenant with God, 
had, in effe£t, feparated themfelves from him, but now thev re- 
folve to join themfelves to him again, by engaging themfelves afrefli 
to be his. Thus when backfliders return, they muft do their fir/} 
works, muft renew the covenant they firft made ; and it mult be 
a perpetual covenant that muft never be broken ; and in order to 
that muft never be forgotten 5 for a due remembrance of it will be 
the means of a due obfervance of it. 

(2.) Their prefent cafe is lamented as very fad, and as having bceri 
longfo; My people (for he owns them as his now. they are return- 
ing to him) hath been lofl J/jeep, ver. 6. they have gone from mm-, 
tain to hill, have been hurried from place to place, arid could hi 
no pafture, they have forgotten their rejl ing place in their own coun- 
try, and cannot find their way to it. - And that which aggravated 
their mlfery was, I. That they were led of ray by their, own fief 
herds, their own princes and priefiV; they turned them from their 
duty, and fo provoked God to turn them out of their own land. 
It is ill with a people when their leaders caufe them to err, when 
thp/e. that fhould dire£t and reform them, feduce and debauch them; 
and when thofe that fnould fecure and advance their intereftsare 
the betrayers of them., :2. That in , their wandrings they lay ex- 
pofe'd to the beaftsbf prey, who thought they were.entitled tQ themj 
as waifs and ft rays that have no owner^ ver. 7. it is with .them as 
with.wandringofheep, all that found them have devoured them, and 
made a prey of them,; and when they did them the greateft inju- 
ries they laughed at them,, telling them, it was w hat their ownpro; 
phets had many a time told them they deferved : that was far from 
juftifying thofe who did them wrong, yet they/ bantered them 
with this excufe, TVc ' off end not , becaufe they have finned againfith 
Lord, but they, could , not pretend they had finried againft them. 
And fee what notion they had of the Lord they had finned againft, 
not as the only true and living God, but only as the "hdbitatiiii of 
jujlice, and the hope of their fathers ;-they had put. a: .contempt up- 
on the temple, and upon the tradition of their anceftors,, and there- 
fore deferved to fufier .'.thefe hard tilings: And yet it-, was indeeB 
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juiur-y tneir aavenanes in wnat was done to tn 
forfaken the habitation of juflice, and him; that w 

fathers., • . , . : v \ : - 

■ ■.. C30 "They are called upon to" haften a,way ?> as : .^bon ; as. ever df 
door of liberty was opened to them, ver. 8. Remove not only pu.t 
of the borders, but out of the inidji of Babylon ; though you 5e 
never fo well feated there, think nbt'to fe'ttie there,' but' ha'ften to 
Zion," and be :v as : the he-goats before the flocks, i. : 'e. : ftrive which 
- fhall- be foremoft which; fhall lead in fo good a work' : a he-goat » 
.therefore comely ingoing,' Prov. xxx; -31. -becaufe he goes firft. ft 
is a graceful thing.to be forward in a;good workj, and > to fet: others 
a good example. 
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' ; . 9. 5 For lo, I will raife and caufe to come ; up agamn 
Babylon, an aflembly. of great nations from. the north- 
. country, and they 'fHall fet " themfelves in. aray againft 
from thence flie fliall He t^ken : their arrows fodll h # 
of a mighty ^expert man - "none •fhall. return- in vain. 
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And Chaldea fhall be a fpoil : all that fpoii her 
(\°\\ be fatisfied, faith the LORD. 11. Becaufe ve 
Slad ? becaufe ye rejoiced, O 



AUt ^ v _ ye deftroyers of mine 

herka^eT' becaufe y e " are S rown fat > as the heifer at grafs, 
d bellow as bulls. 12. Your mother fliall be fore 
Unfounded, fhe that bare you fliall be afhamed : behold, 
c , ^indermoft of the nations Jhall he a wildernefs, a dry 
hnd and a defert. 1 3 . Becaufe of the wrath of the 
T ORD* lt fl ia ^ not ^ e habited, but it fhall be whol- 
ly defolate : every one that goeth by Babylon fliall be 
itonifhed, and hifs at all her plagues. 14. Put your 
felves in aray againft Babylon round about : all ye that 
bend the bow, flioot at her, fpare no arrows, for fhe 
hath finned againft the LORD. 1 5. Shout againft her 
round about : fhe hath given her hand : her foundations 
are fallen, her walls are thrownfdown ; for it is the ven- 
geance of the LORD : take vengeance upon her ; as 
ftie hath done, do unto her. 16. Cut off the fower from 
Babylon, and him that handleth the fickle in the time 
of harveft : for fear of the oppreffing fword, they fhall 
turn every one to his people, and they fliall flee every 
one to his own land. 17. J Ifrael is a fcattered fheep, 
the lions have driven him away : firft the king of Affy- 
ria hath devoured him, and laft this Nebuchadrezzar 
kino* of Babylon hath broken his bones. 18. Therefore 
thus faith ' the LORD of hafts the God of Ifrael, Be- 
hold, I will punifh the king of Babylon and his land, 
as I have punifhed the king of Affyria. 19. And I will 
bring Ifrael again to his habitation, and he fhall feed on 
Carmel and Baflian, and his foul fhall be fatisfied upon 
mount Ephraim and Gilead. 20. In thofe days, and 
in that time, faith the LORD, the iniquity of Ifrael 



Judah 



there JJjall 



don them whom I referve. 



^ — — . — 

for I will par- 



God is here, by his prophet, as afterwards, in his providence, 
proceeding in his controverfy with Babylon. Obicrvc, 

1. The commiffion and charge given to the inftruments that 
v/erc to be employed, in deftroying Babylon : The army that is to 
do it is called an ajfimbly of great nations, ver. 9. the Medes and 
Pcrfians, and all their allies and auxiliaries ; it is called an ajjembly, 
becaufe regularly formed by the divine will and counfel to do this 
execution: God will raife them up to do it, will incline them to, 
and fit them for, this (ervice, and then he will caufe them to come up, 
for all their motions are under his conduct and direction : he 
fhall give the word of command, fliall order them to put them- 
fches in aray againjl Babylon, ver. 14. and then they fjall put 
ihemfelves in aray, ver. 9. for what God appoints to be done fhall 
be done; and from thence prefently Jhe JJjall be taken, from their 
firft fitting down before it they fhall be ftill gaining ground againft 
it till it be taken, God fhall bid them JJjoot at her, and fpare 
no arrows j ver. 14. and then their arrows Jhall be as of a mighty 
(Xpert man,thzt has both skill and ftrength, a good eye and a good 
hand, ver. 9. None fjall return in vain. When God gives com- 
miffion he will give fuccefs. Nay, they are bidden not only to 
Jhostatlxrr, ver. 14. but Jhout againjl her ^ ver. 15. with a tri- 
umphant fhout, as thofe that are already fureof vidtory. Thofe 
whom God directs to Jhoot, may do it with Jhouting, for they are 
fure not to mifs the mark. 

2. The defolation and deftru&ion it felf that fhall be brought 
upon Babylon : This is fet forth here in a great variety of expref- 
fions, (1.) The wealth of Babylon fhall be a rich and eafy prey 
to the conquerors, ver. .10. Chaldea J/jall be a fpoil to all her de- 
ftroyers, who fhall enrich themselves by plundering her, and, 
which is ftrange, all that fpoil her fljall be fatisfied ; they fhall 
have fo much, that even they themfelves fliall fay they have enough. 
(2.) The country of Babylon fhall be difpeopled and lie uninhabited; 
it Jhall be wholly deflate, ver. 13. to that degree, that every one 
that goeth by fhall triumph in her fall, and, inftead of condoling them 
ftall hifs at all her plagues, ver. 13. (3.) Their anceftors fhall be 
afhamed of their cowardife, in fleeing from the firft onfet, ver. it.. 
°r 5 your mother, i. e. Babylon itfelf, the mother city, Jhall be con- 
founded, when fhe fees herfelf deferted by thofe that fhould have 
been her guards. Thus the firft ages of chriftians may juftly be 
confounded and afhamed, to fee how unlike them the latter ages 
are, and how wretchedly they have degenerated ; and no fin brings 
afurer and forer ruin upon perfons or people than apoftafy. (4.) 
The great admirers of Babylon fliall fee it rendered very dcfpicable: 
the laft'of kingdoms, the very tail of the nations JJj all it be, awil- 
dernejs, a dry land, a defiert, ver. 12. The country that was po- 
pulous fliall be difpeopled, that was enriched with a fertile foil fhall 
become barren. (5.) The great city, the head of it, fliall be quite 
r "ineJ, her foundations are fallen, and therefore her zvalls are thrown 

nvn, for 'how can the walls ftand, when divine vengeance is at the 

No. 65. 



door, and {hakes the very foundations? It is the vengeance of the 
Lord, which nothing can contend with either in law or battle, 
(6.) There fhall not be left in Babylon fo much as the psor of the 
land for vinedreffcrs and husbandmen^ as there was in Ifrael 5 ver. x 6* 
The foxver JJjall be cut off from Babylon, and him that handleth tin 
fickle ; the country fhall be fo emptied of people, that there fhall 
be none to till the ground, and gather in the fruits of it. Harveft 
fhall come, and there fliall be no reapers ; feednefs fliall come, but 
there fliall be no fower ; God will do his parr, but there fhall be 
no men to do theirs. (7.) All their auxiliary forces, which they 
have hired into their fervice, fhall defert them, as mercenary men 
often do upon the approach of danger, ver. 16. for fear of 'the of- 
prejfing fword they fijall turn every one to his people. This 
threatned before concerning Egypt, chap. xlvi. 16. 

3. The procuring, provoking caufe of this deftru&ion. It comes 
from God's difpleafure: it is becaufe oj 'the wrath of the Lord that Baby- 
lon Jhall be wholly defiolate, ,ver. 13. and his wrath is righteous,for,<z>*?r. 
14. fije hath finned againjl the Lord,thevefore fpare ?io arrows. Note, 
It is fin that makes men a mark for the arrows of God's judgments, 
A great deal of idolatry and immorality were to be found in Baby- 
lon, yet thofe are^ not mentioned as the reafon of God's difplea- 
fure againft them, but the injuries they had done to the people of 
God, from a principle of enmity to them as his people. They 
have been the dejlroycrs of God's heritage, ver. 11. herein indeed 
God made ufe of them for the neceflary correction of his people ; 
and yet it is laid to their charge as a heinous crime, becaufe they 
defigned nothing but their utter deftru&ion. (i.) What thev did 
againft Jerufalem they did v/ith pleafure, ver. 11. ye were glad, ye 
rejoiced. God doth not affiicl: his people willingly, and therefore 
takes it very ill if the inftruments he employs afflicl: them willing- 
ly. When Titus Vefpafian deftroyed Jerufalem he wept over it, 
but thefe Chaldeans triumphed over it. (2.) The fpoils of Jerufa- 
lem they made ufe of to feed their own luxury ; Ye are grevjn fat 
as the heifer at grafs, and bellovj as bulls : your having conquered 
Jerufalem has made you very wanton and proud, eafy to yourfelves 
and formidable to all about you, and therefore you muft 'fe a fpoiU 
They that have thus fwallowed down riches muft vomit them up 
again. Therefore they have given their hand, ver. 15. i. e. they 
have furrendred themfelves to the conqueror, have tamely yielded, 
fo that now ycu may take vengeance on her, now you may make 
reprifals, and do unto her as fije hath done. (3.) They aimed at 
nothing le(s than the utter ruin of God's Ifrael ; Ifrael is a fcat- 
tered feep, as before, ver. 6. that is not only barked at and worried 
by dogs, but even lions, the molt potent adverfaries have roared 
upon him and driven him azuay, ver. 17. One king of Affyria 
carried the ten tribes quite away, and devoured them ; another in- 
vaded Judah, and plundered and impoverifhed it, tore the fleece 
and fleih of this poor fheep ; and now at laft this Nebuchadnezzar, 
that is the terror and plague of all his neighbours, has taken advan- 
tage of the low condition to which he is reduced, and he has fallen 
upon him and broken his bones, has quice ruined him, has unboned 
him, and therefore the king of Babylon muft be punifhed as the 
king of Affyria was, ver. 18. Note, Thofe who purfue and pro- 
fecute the fins of their predeceflbrs, muft expecl: to be purfued and 
profecuted by their plagues 5 if they do as they did, let them fare 
as they fared. 

. 4. The mercy promifed to the Ifrael of God, which fliall not 
only accompany, but accrue from the deftruclion of Babylon, 
(l.j God will return their captivity, they fliall be releafed out of 
their bondage, and brought again to their own habitation, as fheep 
that were fcattered, to their own fold, ver. 19. They ftill retain- 
ed a title to the land of Canaan, it is their habitation ftill, the 
difcontinuance of their pofleffion was not the deftrudlion of their 
right, but now they fhall recover the enjoyment of it again. 
(2.) He will reftore their profperity ; they fliall not only live, but 
live comfortably in their own land again 3 they fhall feed upon Car* 
mel and Bajhan, the richeft and moft fruitful parts or" the country : 
Thefe fheep fhall be gathered from the deferts to which they were 
difperfed, and put again into good pafture, which their foul fliall 
be fatisfied with; though they fliall come hungry to it, having been 
fo long ftinted and ftraitned, and kept fnort, yet they fhall have 
enough to fatiate them, and fhall have hearts to be fatiated with it. 
They enquired the way to Zion, ver. 5. where God was to be ferved 
and worshipped, that was it they chiefly aimed at in their return ; 
but God will not only bring them thither, but bring them alfo to 
Carmel and Bafhan, where they fhall abundantly feed themfelves. 
Note, They that return to God and their duty, fliall find true fa- 
tisfa&ion of foul in fo doing ; and they that jeek firjl the kingdom 
of God and the right confine fs thereof, that aim to make their habi- 
tation in Zion, the holy hill, other things Jhall be added to them, 
even all the comforts of Ephraim and Gilead, the fruitful hills. 
(30 God will pardon their iniquity 
ver. 10, In thofe days the iniquity of Ifrael fjall be fought for, and 
there JJjall be none. Not only the punifhments of their iniquity 
fhall be taken off, but the offence which it gave to God fliall be 

Their fin fhall be 



r : this is the root of all the reft, 



forgotten, and he will be reconciled to them, 
before him as if it had never been, it fliall be blotted out as a cloud, 
crofled out as a debt, fliall be caft behind his backs nay, it fliall 
be caft into the depth of the fea, fhall be no longer foiled up a- 
mong God's treafures, nor in anv danger of appearing again, or 
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Chap. L. 




E 
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Chap. L 



rlfing up againft:. them. 




This notes how fully God forgives fin, he 
remembers it no more. Note, Deliverances out of trouble are then 
comforts indeed, when they are the fruits of forgivenefs of fin, If a. 
xxxviii. 17. Judah and Ifrael were fo fully forgiven when they 
were brought back out of Babylon that they' are laid to have re- 
ceived' of the' Lor d's hand double for all their fins, Ifa. xl. 1. this 
.may include alfo a thorough reformation of their hearts and lives, 
as well as a full remiflion of their fins. If any feek for idols or 
any idolatrous cuftoms among them, after their return, there f)all 
be ?icne, they fhall not find them ; their drofs (hall be purely purged 
away, and by that it fhall appear that their guilt is fo ; for I will 
pardon them tvhsm I refer ve, I will be propitious to them, fo the 
word is and that muft be through him who is the Great Pro- 
pitiation. Note, Thofe wJiofe fins God pardons, he rcferves 
for fomething very great ; for whom he jijlifics, them he glo- 
rifies. 



They muft open her jlore-houjcs, ver. 26. rifle her treafurec £ 



turn her artillery againft her felt ; they muft cajl her up aslu^ 

Babylon be fhovellcd up in a hlT \ 



let all the wealth and pomp of 
ruins and rubbifh 



heap of 

it ; and dejlroy her utterly. See how little account the sreai God 



Tread her down as heaps, fb the margin 



makes of thofe things, which men fo much value, and value the 
felves- by ! Their princes and great men, that are fat and bulk' 
fhall fall by the fword, not as men of war, in the field of bat/ 1 
which we call a bed of honour, but as beafts by the butcher's hand 
ver. 27. Slay all her bullocks, all her mighty men, let them go fa,? 
fottifhly and infenfibly, as an ox to the flaughter : Jpo untQ { jf n 
their cafe is the more fad, for the little fenfe they have of it - // r \ 
day is come to fall, the time when they muft be reckoned' with 
and they are not aware of it. 1 

3. Aflurances are given them of fuccefs. Let them do w\ *. 
God 



gainft ir, and againft the inhabitants of Pekod : wafte 
and utterly deftroy after them, faith the LORD, and 
do according; to all that I have commanded thee. 



22. 



on. 



commands, and they fhall accomplifh what he threatens a 
great dc/lruclion fhall be made, ver. 22. Babylon fhall become a A 

21. 5 Go up againft the land of Merathaim, even a- \fi^ion, ver. 23. her .young men and all her men of war, jhallX 

cut off in that day, that mould have been her defence, <ycr, - 0 
God is againji her, ver. 31. he hath laid a fiiare for her, ver, 21 
he hath formed this enterprize againft her, that fhe fhoukl be fur.' 
prized as a bird taken in a fnare. Cyrus (hall, no doubt, prevail 
for he fights under God 5 God will kindle a fire in the cities of 
Babylon, ver. 32. and who can fland before him when he is an 
gry ? or quench the fire that he has kindled ? 

4. ReaJbns are given for. thefe fevere dealings with Babylon 
They that are employed in this war may, if they plcafe, know the 
grounds of it, and be fat isfied in thejuftice of it, which it is fit all 

at are called to fiich work. r. Babylon has been verv 
trouble fome, vexatious and injurious to all its neighbours • it C. 



A found of battle is in the land, and of great deftrufli- 



How is the hammer of the whole earth cut 

■ 

afunder and broken ? how is Babylon become a delega- 
tion among the nations ? 24. I have laid a fnare for 
thee, and thou art alfo taken, O Babylon, and thou 
•vvaft not aware : thou art found, and alfo caught, be- 
caufe thou haft ftriven againft the LORD. 25. The 

LORD hath opened his armoury, and hath brought 
, . . ...... . f 



the 



forth the weapons of his indignation : for this ts 
work of the LORD God of hofts, in the land of the 
Chaldeans. 26. Come againft her from the utmoft 



mould be that 



beatiV 



border, open her ftore - h ou fes 
and 



caft 



her 



ftroy her utterly : 



up 



let nothing of her 



as heaps, 
w be left. 

27. Slay all her bullocks: let them go down to the 
{laughter : wo unto them, for their day is come, the 
time of their vifi ration. 2S. The voice of them that 
flee, and efcape out of the land of Babylon, to declare 
in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, the 
vengeance of his temple. 29. Call together the archers 
againft Babylon : all ye that bend the bow, camp a- 
gainft it round about ; let none thereof efcape: recorn- 



been the hammer of the whole earth, ver. 23. beating, 
down, and beating to pieces, all the nations far and near. It haa 
done fo long enough, it is time now that it be cut afundci 
broken. Note, Fie that is the God of nations will fooner or later 
afiert the injured rights of nations againft thofe that unjufily an.{ 
violently invade them. The God of the whole earth -will break 



and 



againft the LORD, 



ap* 



thou 



31 



penie her according to her work ; according to all that 
fhe hath done, do unto her : for fhe hath been proud 

ainft the holy One of Ifrael. 
30. Therefore fliall her young men fall in the ilreets, 
and all her men of war fliall be cut off in that day, 

ORD. .31. Behold, I am againft thee, O 
moil proud, faith the LORD God of hofts : for 
thy day is come, the time thai I will vifit thee. 
And the moft proud fliall -{tumble and fall, and none 
ihall raife him up : and I will kindle a fire in his cities, 
and it fliall devour all round about him. 

■ 

Here, I. The forces are rnuftcred and commifiioned to deftroy 
Babylon, and every thing got ready for a defcent upon that potent 
kingdom. Go up agahjl that land by Merathaim, i. e. the coun- 
try of the Mardi, that lay part in Afiyria, and part in Armenia, 
and go among the inhabitants of Pekod, another country, menti- 
oned, E-zek. xxiii. 23. which Cyrus took in his way to Babylon: 
The forces of Cyrus are called 10 go up again ft: Babylon, ver. 21. 
ro come againji her from the uimrjl border : Let all come together, 
for there will be both work and pay enough for them all, ver. 26. 
Differ nee cf place muft not be their hindrance from ensacins: in 



this work ; the archers particularly muft be called together againji 
Babylon* ver. 29. Thus the Lord hath opened his armoury , ver. 25. 
his trcafwy, ib the word is ; and hath brought forth the weapons of 
his indignation as great princes fetch out of their magazines and 



the hammer of the whole earth. 2. Babylon has bid defiance to 
God himfclf : Thou hajl Jlroven againji the Lord) ver. 24, faj} 
joined iffue with him, (fo the word figniftes) as in law or battle 
haft openly oppofed him, fet up rivals with him, raifed rebellion 
againft him, therefore thou art now found and caught, as in a fnare. 
Note, Thofe that flrive againft the Lord, will fbon find iJiemfelve? 
J over-matched. 3. Babylon ruined Jerufalem, the holv citv, and 
the holy houfc there, and muft now be called to an account for 
that. This is the manifefto published in Zion, in the day of Ba- 
bylon's vifltation ; it is the vengeance of the Lord our God, the ven- 
geance of his temple, ver. 28. The burning of the temple, and 
carrying away the veftcls of that, was an article in the charge 2- 
gainft Babylon, on which greater ftrefs was laid, than upon its be- 
ing the hammer cf the whole earth ; for 2 ion was the joy and glory 
of the whole earth. Note, Whatever wrong is done to Gcd ? s 
church, his temple in the world, it will certainly be reckoned for; 
and no vengeance will be forer and heavier than the vengeance cf 
the temple. 5. Babylon had been very haughty and infolenr, zni 
therefore muft have a fall, for it is the glory of God to look upen 
thofe that are proud, and to abafe them, Job xl. 12. I am againji 
thee, O thou mo/i proud, ver. 31. Thou pride, fo the word is; and 
again, vcr. 32. as proud as pride it felf. Note, The pride of mens 
hearts lets God againft them, and ripens them apace for ruin ; for 
God refijrs the proud, and will bring them down ; T/je inofl pratd 
jkall Jhanble and fall ; they fhall fall not fo much by others thruft- 
ing them down, as by their own Humbling j for they hold their 
heads fo high, that they never look under their feet, to choofe 
their way, and avoid ftumbling blocks, but walk at all adventures. 
Babylon's pride muft unavoidably be her ruin ; for fhe has htn 
proud agcwijl the Lord, againji the holy One cf Ifrael, ver. 29. has 
in ful ted him in infulting over his people ; fhe has made him her 
enemy, and therefore, when fhe is fallen, none fliall raife her uj>, 
ver. -32. Who can help thofe up, whom God will throw down? 




33. J Thus faith the LORD of hofts, The children 
of Ifrael and the children of Judah were oppre (Ted toge- 
ther, and all that took them captives held them &ft> 



they reiufed to let them go. 
ftrong, the LORD of hofts 



34- 
is his 



Their redeemer ts 

he Ihall 



name, 



»>f Babylon. Note, Great ir.cn are but inftruments which the 
great God makes vAb of to ferve his own purpofo. He hath varie- 
ty of inftruments, hath them at command, hath armouries ready 
to be opened according as tlie occafion is. This is the work cf the 
Lord God of ho/is. Note, When God hath work to do, he will 
make it appear that he L God cf hofts, ana will not want inftru- 
rnenis to do it with. ■ 



to 



throughly plead their caufe, that he may give reft 
the land, and difquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. 35- 
5 A fword is upon the Chaldeans, faith the LORD? 

abylon, and upon her 
36, A fword is upon 
fword is upon her 

A 



and upon the inhabitants of 



princes, 
the liars, 



and upon her wife men. 
and thev fliall 



dote, a 

mighty men, and they fhall be difmayed. 



37 



2. Inductions arc given them what to do. In general, Do ac- j fword h upon their horfcs, and upon their chariots, 



coy ding to all thai I have commanded thee, vcr. 21, It was laid of 
Cyrus, Ifa. xliv. 28. He fij all perform all my pic a jure, in his expe- 
dition againft Babylon. They muft vjajie and utterly dejlroy af- 
ter zhon y when they have dciiroyed once they mine yp over them 
3g<un i or, deftrov their rojleritv that fliouH conic after them. 



and 

upon all the mingled people that are in the midft of her, 



and they fliall become as women : a fword is upon, her 

treafures, and they fliall be robbed. 38. A drought n 

upon her waters, and. thev Avail be dried up : for # ri 
r the 



Chap. I-- 




E 




E MI A H. 




■ 

Chap. L. 



As God overthrew So- 



, j anc j 0 f graven images, and they are mad upon their 
*f Is 39- Therefore the v/ild bcafls of the defert, with 
1 e wild beafts of the iflands, fhall dwell there, and 
i e owls fhall dwell therein : and^ it fhall be no more 
'nhabited for ever : neither fhall it be dwelt in from 
feneration to generation. 40. 
Aom and Gomorrah, and the neighbour cities thereof, 
f ith the LORD : fo lhall no man abide there, neither 
fliall any fon of man dwell therein. 41. Behold, a 
eople fr a ^ come fr° m t ^ ie north, and a great nation, 
and many kings fhall be raifed up from the coafls of the 
earth. 4 2 - They fhall hold the bow and the lance : 
they are cruel, and will not fhew mercy : their voice 
fliall rore like the fea, and they fliall ride upon horfes, 
every one put in aray like a man to the battle, againfl; 
thee, O daughter of Babylon. 43. The king of Baby- 
lon hath heard the report of them, and his hands waxed 
feeble: anguifli took hold of him, and pangs as of a 

!1 44. Behold, he fhall come up like 



woman in travail- 



Jordan 



of the ftrong : but I will make them fuddenly run a- 
way from her : and who is a chofen 7tian I bat I may 
appoint over her ? for who is like me, and who will ap- 
point me the time ? and who is that fhephcrd that will 
itand before me ? 45. Therefore hear ye the counfel 
of the LORD, that he hath taken againfl: Babylon, 
and his purpofes that he hath purpofed againfl; the land 
of the Chaldeans : furely the leaft of the flock fliall 
draw them out : furely he fhall make their habitation 

defolate with them. 46. At the noife of the taking of | them? 5. Upon their militia, ver. 37. the fivord fhall be upon 

Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard a- 
mon°: the nations. 



fury. The word here ufed for idols properly figninV terrors* 
Enim, the name given to giants than were formidable, hecaufe thev 
made, the images of their gods to look frightful, : to ftrike a terror 
upon fools and children : Their idols were fcarecrows, yet they 
doted on them. Babylon was the mother of harlots; Rev. xviu 5 
the fourcc of idolatry. Note, It is the maddeft thing in the world 
to make a god of any creature ; and thofe who are" proud againft 
the Lord, the true God, are juftly given up to ftrong delufions, 
to be mad upon idols, that cannot profit : But this madnefs is wic- 
ked nefs, for which Tinners will be certainly and feverely reckoned 
with. 

(2.) The judgments of God upon them for thefe fins, are fuck 
as will quite lay them wafte, and ruin them. 

1. All that fhould be their defence and fupport lhall be cut off 
by the fword. The Chaldeans had long been God's fword, where- 
with he had done execution upon the iinful nations round about, 
but now, they being as bad as any of them, or worfe,- a fword is 
brought upon them, even upon the inhabitants of 'Babylon, ver. 35. 
a fword of war ; and as it is in God's hand, feni and directed by 
him, it is a fword of jufticc. It fhall be, r. Upon their princes, 
they fliall fall by it, and their dignity, wealth and power fliall not 
fecure them. 2. Upon their wife ?nen, their philofophcrs, their 
flatefmcn, and privy-counfe!lors ; their learning and policy fhall 
neither fecure themfelves, nor ftand the publick in any ftead. 
3. Upon their foothfayers and aftrologers, here called the liars, ver. 
36. for they cheated with their prcguoftications of peace and pre- 
fperiry ; the fv/ord upon them fliall make them dote, Co that they 
fhall talk like fools, and be as men that had loft, all their wits* 
Note, God has a fword that can reach the foul, and afre£t the 
mind, and bring men under fpi ritual plagues. 4. Upon their migb- 




fes and chariots, the invaders lhall make 1 
heir warlike ftorcs, fhall feize their horfi 



their cry 



We have in thefe ver fes, 

1. Ifrael's fuflerings, and their deliverance out of thofe fufFerings: 
God takes notice of the bondage of his people in Babylon, as he 
did of their bondage in Egypt, he hath furely feen it, and has heard 

If r a el and fuel ah were eppreffed together, ver. 33. 
Thofe that remained of the captives of the ten tribes, upon the 
uniting of the kingdoms of Aflyria and Chakiea, fcemcd to have 
come and mingled themfelves with thofe of the two tribes, and to 
have mingled tears with them, fo that they were opprejfed together. 
They were humble fupplicants for their liberty, and that was all ; 
they could not attempt any thing towards it, for all that took them 
captives held them fafl, and were quite too hard for them. But 
this is their comfort in diftrefs, that, though they are weak, their 
redeemer is flrong, ver. 34. their avenger, fo the word fignifies \ 
that has a right to them, and will claim his right, and make good 



skes 



his claim ; he is ftronger than their enemies, that hold them fajl 5 
he can overpower all the force that is againfl them, and put ftrength 
into his own people, though they are very weak. "The Lord of ho/Is 
is bis name, and he will anfwer his name, and make it to appear 
that he is what his people call him, and will be that to them for 
which they depend upon him. Note, It is the unfpeakable com- 
fort of the people of God, that, though they have hofts againfl 
them, they have the Lord of ho/Is for them ; and he fhall thorough- 
ly plead their caufe, pleading he fhall plead it, plead it with jealou- 
fy, plead it effectually, plead it and carry it, that he may give rejl 
to the land, to his peoples land, reft from all their enemies round 
about. This is applicable to all believers, that complain of the do- 
minion of fin, and corruption, and of their own weaknefs and ma- 
nifold infirmities, let them know tha't their redeemer is flrong, he is 
able to keep what they commit to him, and he will plead their 
caufe, fin fhall not have dominion over them \ he will make them 
free, and they fhall be free indeed ; he will give them rejl, that 
reft which remains for the people of God. 
2. Babylon's fin, and their puniihment for that fin. 
(1.) The fins they are here charged with are idolatry and perfe- 
ction. I. They oppreffed the people of God, thev held them 
jaft, and would not let them go 3 they opened not the houfc of his pri- 
purs, Ifa. xiv. 17. Tins was God's quarrel with them," as of old 
with Pharaoh,* it con: him dear, and yet they would not take warn- 
ing. Therefore the inhabitants of Babylon muft be difquieted, ver. 
34- becaufc they have difquieted God's people, whofe honour and 
cozruort he is jealous for, and therefore will recompenfe tribulation 
to tnofe that trouble them, as well as reft to them that are troubled, 
2 Then", i. 6, 7. 2. They wronged God himfelf, and robbed 



themfelves, or deftroy them. The troops of other nations, that 
were in their fervice, fhall be quite difheurtned, the mingled people 
fliall become as weak and timorous as women. 6. Upon their ex- 
chequer, the fword fliall be upon her treafures, which arc the ft* 
news of war, and ihey jhall be robbed, and made ufe of by the 
my againft them. Sec what univerfal deftruction the fword m 
when it comes with commiffion ! 

2. The country fhall be made defolate, ver, 38. the water's feall 
be dried up ; the water that (ecures the city. Cyrus drew the ri- 
ver Euphrates into fo many chanels as made it paflable for his ar- 
my- fo that thev not with cafe to the walls of Babylon, which 
were thought to be, by that river, inacceinble. The water hrce- 
wife that makes the country fruitful fhould be dried up, fo that it 
fliall he turned into barrennefs. and fhall be no more inhabited by 
the children of men, but by the wild beafts of the dejert, ver. 39. 
This was foretold concerning Babylon, Ifa. ::iii. 19, — 22. It ihj.ll 
become like Sodom and Gomorrah, ver. 4.0. The lame was fore- 
told concerning Edom, chap. xlix. xS. As the Chaldeans had 
laid Edom wafte, fo they fhall themfelves be laid wade. 

3. The king and kingdom fhall be put into the utmoft confti- 
fion and confternation by the enemies invading of them, ver. 41, 

ah .1. t . r. _i r ! • „t__. r • !_t_1 



, 43. All the expreilions here ufed (peaking the formidable pow- 
cf the invaders, the terrors wherewith they fhould aray them- 
felves, and the mighty fright which both court and country fhould 
be put into thereby, we met with before, chap. vi. 22, 23. 24. 
concerning the Chaldeans invading the land of TaJah. The bat- 
tie which is there faid to be agahijl thee, O daughter of Zion, is 
here faid to be againjl thee, O daughter of Babylon, to intimate, 
that they fhould be paid in their own coin. Thofe that are for 
terror and deftruction to others, God can find out fuch as fliall 
be for terror and dcftruciion to them. And thofe who have dealt 




diftreis, oe 



— — — ■ > ^ m 

as weak and difpirited as the meaneft Ifraeliccs were in 



the dav of their diftrefs. 

4. That thev fhall be as ill hurt as frightened, for the invader 

- - " . 1 i?- ..... - . axK j {^U 



def 



tion fhall be fo aftonifhing, that all the nations about foaii be ter- 
rified by it, ver. 46. Thefe three verfes we had before, chap. xlix. 




v ;'tth them, and doted on them, cared not what coft and pains 

thr 1 




111 their idolatry without reafon or ditcretion, like men in a perfect 



mutatis mm uncus, m uic urupnav uit uvuiuwuvu v . 
which was to be accompllihed upon the Chaldeans, to :new, that 



though the diftribucions of providence m 
time, its retributions will be equal at la ft 
an end to fpcil, ihou fhalt be JhikJ, fill, xxxiih x. 



lay appear unequal for a 
; when thou fhak make 



Rev. xiii. 10. 
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Chap, LI 
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Chap, i 



CHAP. LI. 



"The prophet, in this chapter ; goes on with the prediclion of Babylon's 
fall, to which other prophets alfo bare zuitnefs. He is very large 
and lively in deferring the forefight God had given him of it, for 
the encourageinent of the pious captives, zvhofe deliverance depended 
upon it, a?id was to be the refidt of it. Here is, I. c £he record 
of Babylon's doom, with the particulars of it, intermixed with the 
grounds of God's controverfy with her, many aggravations of her 
fall, and great encouragements given from thence to the Ijrael of 
God, that fuffered fuch hard things by her, ver. 1,-58. 2. Tliey 
reprefentation and ratification of this, by the throwing of a copy of 
this prophecy into the river Euphrates, ver. 595—64. 

i.ryi H U S faith the LORD, Behold, I will raife 
JL tip againft Babylon, and againft them that dwell 
' in the midft of them that rife up againft me, a deftroy- \ 
ing wind 5 2. And will fend unto Babylon fanners, 
that Ihall fan her, and fhall empty her land : for in the , 
day of trouble they fhall be againft her round about. 
3. Againft him that bendeth let the archer bend his 
bow, and againft him that lifteth himfelf up in his bri- 
gandine and fpare ye not her young men, deftroy ye 
utterly all her hoft. 4. Thus the flain fhall fall in the 
land of the Chaldeans, and they that are thrift through 
in herftreets. 5. For Ifrael hath not been forfaken, nor 
Judah of his God, of the LORD of hofts though 
their land was filled with fin againft the holy One of 
Ifrael. 6. Flee out of the midft of Babylon, and deli- 
ver every man his foul : be not cut off in her iniquity : 
for this is the time of the LORD'S vengeance : he 



2 3 



I will alfo break in pieces with thee the fheph e 



and his flock, and with thee will I break in pieces 
hufbandman and his yoke of oxen, and with thee \v n 
break in pieces captains and rulers. 24, And T 
render unto Babylon, and to all the inhabitants of n i 
dea, all their evil that they have done in Zion in 
fight, faith the LORD. ^ 25. Behold, I am ao gj 
thee, O deftroying mountain, faith the LORD, ^hj^ 

mine 



will render unto her a recompenfe. 



vengeance 
7. Babylon hcith 



deftroyeft all the earth, and I will flretch out 
hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rock 
and will make thee a burnt mountain. 26. Andth 
fhall not take of thee a ftone for a corner, nor a ft 0 ^ 
for foundations^ -but thou fhalt be defolate for ever, 
the LORD. 27. Set ye up a_ ftandard' in the land 
blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the n a / 
ons againft her, call together againft her the kingdom 
of Ararat, Minni, and Afhchenaz, appoint a capta" 
againft her, caufe the horfes to come up as the rou&t 
caterpillers. 28. Prepare againft her the nations w irt! 
the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all 
the rulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion 
29. And the land fhall tremble and fbrrow : for everv 
purpofe of the LORD fhall be performed againft Ba- 
bylon, to make the land of Babylon a defolation with, 
out an inhabitant. 30. The mighty men of Babylon 
have forborn to fight, they have remained in their holds 
their might hath failed, they became as women : they 
have burnt her dwelling-places, tier bars are broken 
31. One poft fhall run to meet another, and one met 
fenger to meet another, to fhew the king of Babylon 
that his city is taken at one end, 32. And that the 



been a golden cup in the LORD*s hand, that made all 
the earth drunken : the nations have drunken of her 
wine, therefore the nations are mad. 8. Babylon is 
fudueniy fallen and deftroy ed : howl for her, take balm 
for her pain, if fo be fhe may be healed. 



reeds 

fire, and the men of war are affrighted. 



33 



For thus 



faith the LORD of hofts the God of Ifrael, the daugli- 
ter of Babylon is like a threfhing- floor, it is time°to 
threfh her : yet a little while, and the time of her liar- 



pain, ir 10 oe me may oe neaieci. 9. We j veft fhall come, 34. Nebuchadrezzar the king of Ba- 
would have healed Babylon, but fhe is not healed : for- 

fake her, and let us go every one into his own country : 

for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up 

even to the fides. 10. The LORD hath brought 



bylon hath devoured me, he hath crufhed me, he hath 
made me an empty vefTel, he hath fwallowed me up 
like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, 
he hath caft me out. " 



35- The violence done to me 

forth our righteoufnefs : come and let us declare in Zion J and to my flefh, be upon Babylon, ihall the inhabitant 
the work of the LORD our God. 11. Make bright I of Zion fay ; and my blood 'upon the inhabitants 



the 



arrows : 



gather the fhields 



Make bright 
the LORD hath railed 



of 



up the fpint of the kings of the Medes : for his device 
is againft Babylon, to deftroy it becaufe it is the ven- 

: of th * 



seanc 



LORD, the vengeance of his temple. 
iz. Set up the ftandard upon the walls of Babylon, 
make the watch ftrong, let up the watchmen, prepare 
the ambuflies : for the LORD hath both devifed and 
done that which he fpake againft the inhabitants of Ba- 



36. Therefore thus faith 



bylon. 



13 



O thou that dwelleft upon many waters, 



abundant in treafures, thine end is come, and the mea- 
fure of thy covetoufnefs. 14. The LORD of hofts 
hath fworn by himfelf, faying, Surely I will fill thee 
with men, as with caterpillers 5 and they fhall lift up 
a fhout againft thee. 15. He hath made the earth by 
his power, he hath eftablifhed the world by his wifdom, 
and hath ftretched out the heaven by his underftanding. 



the LORD, Behold, I will plead thy caufe, and take 
vengeance for thee, and I will dry up her fea, and make 
her fprings dry. 37. And Babylon fhall become heaps, 
a dwelling-place for dragons, an aftonifhment, and an 
hifling without an inhabitant. 38. They fhall roar to- 



gether like lions : they fhall yell as lions whelps. 39. 
In their heat I will make their feafts, and I will make 
them drunken, that they may rejoice and fleep a per- 
petual fleep, and not wake, faith the LORD. 40. I 
will bring them down like lambs to the flaughter, like 
rams with he-goats. 41. How is Shefhach taken! and 
how is the praife of the whole earth furprized ! how is 
Babylon become an aftonifhment among the nations! 
42. The fea is come up upon Babylon : fhe is covered 
with the multitude of the waves thereof. 43. Her ri- 
1 6. When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of | ties are a defolation, a dry land, and a wildernefs, a 
waters in the heavens, and he caufeth the vapours to 
afcend from the ends of the earth, he maketh lightnings 
with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his trea- 
fures. 17. Every man is brutifh by his knowledge, 
every founder is confounded by the graven image : for 
his molten image is falfhood, and there is no breath in 
them. 



land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any fon of 
man pafs thereby. 44. And I will punifh Bel in Baby- 
lon, and I will bring forth out of his mouth that which 
he hath fwallowed up, and the nations fhall not flow 
together any more unto him, yea, the wall of Babylon 



ihall fall. 



My 



iS. They are vanity, the work of errors: in | her, and deliver ye every man his foul from the fierce 

~ " LORD. 46. And left your heart faint, 



the time of their vifitation they fhall perifh. 19. The 
portion of Jacob is not like them, for he is the former 
of all things, and Ifrael is the rod of his inheritance : 
the LORD of hofts is his name. 



anger of the 



battle-ax and weapons of war : 

break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I deftroy I days come, that I will do judgment upon the g 



and ye fear for the rumour that fhall be heard in the 
land : a rumour fhall both come om year, and after that 
in another year fhall come a rumour, and violence in the 

47. Therefore behold, the 



20. Thou art my 
for with thee will I I land, ruler againft ruler. 



kingdoms : 



21. And with thee will I break in pieces 
the horfe and his rider, and with thee will I break in 
pieces the chariot and his rider. 22. With thee alfo 
will I break in pieces man and woman, and with thee, 
will I break in pieces old and vounsc, and with thee 



in pieces 
will I break in pieces th 



youn^, 
young man and the maid 



raven 

images of Babylon, and her whole land fhall be con- 
founded, and all her flain fliall fall in the midft of hen 
48. Then the heaven, and the earth, and all that is 
therein, fliall fmg for Babylon : for the fpoilers Ihall 
come unto her Trom the north, faith the LORD. 49* 

As. Babylon hath caufed the flain of Ifrael to fall : fo at 

Babylon 



Chap. Li. 



JE 





M I A H, 





n hv 1on fhall fall the flain of all the earth, 50. Ye 
hit have efcaped the fword, go away, ftand not flill |: 
iem ber the LORD afar off, and let Jerufalem come 
f e " yqur mind-. 51. We are confounded; becaufe we 
hve heard reproach* Ihame hath covered our faces ': 
for grangers are come into the landmarks of the 
LORD 8 houfe. 52. Wherefore behold, the days 
tome, faith the LORD, that I will do judgment upon 
her graven images, and through all her land the 
mounded fliall groan. 53. Though Babylon fhould 
mount up to heaven, and though Ihe fhould fortify the 
height of her ftrength* yet from me fliall fpoilers come 
unto her, faith the LORD. 54. found of a cry 
tometb from" Babylon," and* great deflruftidn from the 

55. Becaufe the LORD hath 



land of the Chaldeans 

Spoiled Babylon, and deftroyed out of her the great 
Voice, 'fallen her waves do roar like great waters, a 
noife of their voice is uttered. 56. Becaufe the fpoiler 
is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty 
mm are taken, every one of their bows is broken, for 
the LORD God of recompenfes fliall furely requite. 

57. And I will make drunk her princes, and her wife 
men* her captains and her rulers, and her mighty men ; 
and they fliall fleep a perpetual fleep, and not wake, 
faith the King, whofe name is the LORD of hafts. 

58. Thus faith the LORD of hofts, The broad walls 
of Babylon fliall be utterly broken, and her high gates 
fhall be burnt with fire, and the people fhall labour in 
vain, and the folk in the fire, and they fliall be weary. 

The particulars of this copious prophecyare difperfed and inter- 
woven, and the fame things left and returned to fo often, that it 
could not well be divided into parts, but we muft endeavour to 
collecT: them under their proper heads. 

Let us then obferve here* 

1. An acknowledgment of the great pomp and power that Ba- 
bylon had been in, and the ufe that God, in his providence, had 
made of it, ver. 7. Babylon hath been a golden cup, a rich and glo- 
rious empire, a golden city ? Ifa. xiv. 4. a head of gold, Dan. ii. 
38. filled with all good things, as a cup with wine ; nay, fhe had 
been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, he had, in a particular man- 
ner, filled and favoured her with bleffings, he had made the earth 
drunk with this cup ; fome were intoxicated with her pleafures, and 
debauched by her ; others intoxicated with her terrors^ and deftroy- 
ed by her : And, in both fenfes, the New Teftament Babylon is 
faid to have made the kings of the earth drunk;, Rev. xvii. 4. and 
xviii. 3, Babylon had alfo been God's battle-ax, it was fo at this 
rime when Jeremiah prophefied, and was likely to be yet more fo; 
ver. 20. The forces of Babylon were God's weapons of war, tools 
in his hand with which he broke in pieces, and knocked down 
nations and kingdoms^ horfes and chariots, which are fo much the 
ftrength of kingdoms, ver* 21. man and woman, young and old, 
with which kingdoms are replenished, ver. 22. the foephcrd and 
bis fiocky the husbandman and his oxen, with which kingdoms are 
maintained and fupplied;, ver. 23. Such havock as this the Chal- 
deans had made^ when God employed them as inftruments of his 
wrath for the chaftifing of the nations ; and yet now Babylon her 
felf muft fall. Note, Thofe that have carried all before them a 
great while, yet will, at length, meet with their match, and their 
clay alfo will come to fall, the rod will it felf be thrown into the 
fire at laft 5 nor can any think it will exempt them from God's 
judgments, that they have been inftrumental in executing his judg- 
ments on others. 

2. A juft complaint made of Babylon, and a charge dr^wn up 
againft her by the Ifrael of God. i 4 They are complained of for 
their incorrigible wickednefs, ver. 9. We would have healed Baby- 
lon, bat foe is not healed. The people of God^ that were captives 
among them, endeavoured, according to the inftru£tions given 
them, Jer. x. II. toconvince them of the folly of their idolatry, 
but they could not do it, ftill they doted as much as ever upon 
their graven images, and therefore they refblve to quit them, and 
go to their own country. Yet fome underftand this as fpoken by 
the forces they had hired for their afliftance, declaring they had 
done their beft to fave her from ruin* but it was all to no purpofe, 
and therefore they had as good go home to their refpective coun- 
tries ; for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and it is in vain to 
"Withftand it, or think to avert it. 2. They are complained of for 
their inveterate malice againft Ifrael \ other nations had been hard- 

ufed by the Chaldeans, but Ifrael only complains to God of it, 
and with confidence appeals to him, ver, 34, 35. 37*? king of Ba- 
Won has devoured me, and crujhed me, and never thought he could 
Qo enough to ruin me, he has emptied me of all that was valuable, 
^ faallowcd me up as a dragon, or whale, fwallows up the little 
^h by fhoals, he hath filed his belly, filled his-treafures, with my 
Vacates, with all my pleafant things, and hath cajl ?ne out, caft 

me awa ) r as a veffel in which there is nopleafurc 3 and now let them 

N<\ 65. 



Chap. LI; 

be accountable for all this: Zion and Jerufalem Jhall far, Let the 
violence done to me, and my children, that are my own :flifa and 
pieces of my felf, and all the blood of m V people, which they 
have ftied like water, be upon them ; let the guilt of it lie upon 
them,^ and let it be required at their hands. Note, Ruin is hot 
far off from thofe that lie under the guilt of wrong done to God's 
people. * * ' 

3. judgment given upon this appeal by the righteous jud^e of 
heaven and earth, on behalf of Ifrael againft Babylon.. He fits in 
the throne judging right, is ready to receive complaints, and an- 
fwers, ver. 36. / will plead thy caifc, leave it with me, I will in. 
due time plead it effectually, and take vengeance for thee, and every 
drop of Jerufalem's blood fhall be accounted for with ihtereft ; If- 
rael and Judah feem to have been neglected and forgotten, but God 
has an eye to them, ver. 5. It is true, their land was filled with 
fin againji the holy One of Ifrael, they were a provoking people, and 
their fins were a great offence to Gcdj as a holy God, and as their 
God, their holy One ; and therefore he juftly delivered them up 
into the hands of their enemies, and might juftly have abandoned 
them, and left, them to perifh in their hands ; but .God deals better 
with them than they deferve, and, notwithftanding their iniquities, 
and his feverities, Ifrael is not for fake ft, is not caft o'ff, though he 
be caft out, but is owned and looked after by his God, by the 
Lord of hofts ; God is his God ftill, and will aft for him as the 
Lord of hofts, a God of power. Note, Though God's people may 
have broken his laws, and fallen under his rebukes, yet it doth 
not therefore follow that they are thrown out of covenant ; but 
God's care of them, and love to them, will fiourijfj again, Pfalm 
lxxxix. 30, 33. The Chaldeans thought they mould never be 
called to an account for what they had done againft God's Ifrael, 
but there is a time fixed for vengeance, ver. 6. We cannot expedl 
it fhould come fooner than the time fixed, but then it will come, 
he will render unto Babylon a rec'ompenfe, for the avenging of Ifrael 
is the vengeance of the Lord, who efpoufeth their caufe, it is the 
vengeance of his temple, ver. 11. as before, chap. 1. 28, The Lord 
God of rccoynpenfes, the God to zuhom vengeance belongs zvill furcly 
requite, ver. 56. will pay them home; he will render unto Baby- 
lon all the evil they have done in Zion, ver. 24. he will return it in 
the fight of his people, they fhall have the fatisfaction to fee their 
caufe pleaded with jealoufy ; they fhall not only live to fee thofe 
judgments brought upon Babylon^ but they fhall plainly fee them 
to be the punifhment of the wrong they have done to Zion ; any 
man may fee it, and fay, Verily there is a God that judgeth in the 
earth for juft as Babylcm hath caufed the flain of Ifrael to fill, has 
not only flain thofe that were found in arms, but all, without di- 
ftinction^ even all the land, almoft all were put to the fword,. lb 
at Baby Ion Jhall fall, not only the flain of the city, but" of all the 
country, ver. 49. Cyrus fhall meafure to the Chaldeans the fame 
that they meafured to the Jews, fo that every obferver may difcern 
that God is recompenfing thcrri for what they did againft his peo- 
ple ; but Zion's children fliall in a particular manner triumph in 
itj ver. 10. The Lord hath brought forth our right coufnefs, he has 
appeared in our behalf againft thofe that dealt unjuftly with us, and 
has righted us 5 he has alfo made it to appear^ that he is reconciled 
to us, and that we are yet in his eyes a righteous nation. Let it 
therefore be fpoken of to his prai/e^ Come and let us declare in Zion 
the work of the Lord our God, that others may be invited to join 
with us in praifing him. , 

4. A declaration of the greatnefs and fove reign ty of that God 
who efpoufeth Zion's caufe, and undertakes to reckon with this 
proud and potent enemy, ver. 14. It is the Lord of hofts that hath 
faid it, that hath fi&orn it, has fwom it by himfelf, for he could 
fwear by no greater, that he will fill Babylon with vaft and incre- 
dible numbers of the enemy's forces, will fill it with men as .with 
caterpillers, that fhall overpower it with multitudes, and need on- 
ly to lift up a jliout againft'it, for that fhall be fo terrible as to di- 
fpirit all the inhabitants, and make them an eafy prey to this nu- 
merous army. But who, and where is he that' can break fo power- 
ful a kingdom as Babylon ? The prophet gives an account of him 
from the defcription he had formerly given of him, and of his fo- 
vereignty and victory over all pretenders, Jer. x. 12, 13, 14? 

16. which was there intended for the conviction of the Babylonian 
idolaters, and the confirmation of God's Ifrr.el in the faith and 
worfhip of the God of Ifrael ; and it is here repeated, to fhew, 
that God will convince thofe by his judgments, who would not be 
convinced by his word, that he is God over all. Let not any 
doubt, but that he,- who has determined to deftroy Babylon, is a- 
ble to make his words good, for, 1. He is the Go J that made the 
world, ver. 15. and therefore nothing is too hard for him to do; 
it is in his name that our h&lp ftands, and on him our hope is built. 
2. He has the command of all the creatures that he has made, ver. 
16. his providence is a continued creation ; he hath wind and rain 
at his difpofe ; if he fpeak the word, there is a multitude of zvaters 
in the heavens ; and it is a wonder how they hang there, fed by 
vapours out of the earth ; and it is a wonder how they afcend thence: 
Lightnings and rain feem contraries, as fire and water, and yet they 
are produced together ; and the wind, which feems arbitrary in its 
motions, and we know not whoice it comes, yet we are lure is brought 
out of his ireafuries. 3. The idols that oppofe the accomplimmeiit 
of his word are a meer iham ? and their worfhippers brutilh people, 
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ver. 17, 18. The idols are falfhood, they are vanity, they are 
the work of errors when they come to be vifited, u e. to be exa- 
mined and enquired into, they perifh, /. e. their reputation finks, 
and they appear to be nothing 5 and thole that make them are like 
unto them : but between the God of Ifrael, and thefe gods of the 




yacob 
the fi 



via- Liiitcn away cneir urengtn and ipint, Jo that they f 

main ed in their holds, not daring fo mu£h as to pWp f 0 k rf 
might both of their hearts and of their hands fails thL > > 



timorous 



Liicu iraict> cwiu ui tneir nanas tails, they £ u<c 
fo that the enemy has, without any a? 
for/tf /w dtvelling-places, and Wv* It i s \ 0 th 
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mer of all ' things , and the Lord of all ho/Is, and - therefore can do 
what he will ; and there is a near relation between him and his 
people, for he is their portion, and they are his, they put a confi- 
dence in him as their portion, and he is pleafed to take a compla- 
cency in them, and a particular care of them, as the lot of his in- 
heritance ; and therefore he will do what is befl* for them. The re- 
petition of thefe things here, which were faid before, intimates, 
both the certainty and importance of them, and obligeth us to take 
ipecial notice of them ; God hath fpoken once, yea, twice have zue 
heard this, that power belongs to God ; power to deftroy the moft 
formidable enemies of his church ; and if God thus fpeak once, 
yea, twice, we are inexcufable if we do not perceive it, and receive 

it. 

5. A defcription of the inftruments that are to be employed in 
this fervice. God hath raifed up the fpirit of the kings of the Medes, 
ver, 1 1 . Darius and Cyrus, who come againft Babylon by a divine 
inftinft ; for God's device is againft Babylon to dejlroy it ; they do 
it, but God devifed it, he defigned it, they are but accomplifhi.ng 
his purpofe, and acting as he directed. Note, God's counfel fhall 
ftand, and according to it all hearts fhall move. Thefe whom 
God employs againft Babylon, are compared, ver. 1. to a dejlroy- 
ing wind, which* either, by its coldnefs, blafts the fruits of the 
earth, or, by its fiercenefs, blows down all before it ; this wind is 
brought out of God's treasuries, ver. 16. and it is here faid to.be 
raifed up againft ihem that dwell in the midjl of the Chaldeans, thofe 
of other nations that inhabit among them, and are incorporated 
with them. The Chaldeans rife up againft God by falling down 
before idols,, and againft them God will raife up deftroyers, for he 
will be too hard for them that conteft with him. Thefe enemies 
are compared to fanners, ver. 2. who fhall drive them away, as 
chaff is driven away by the fan. The Chaldeans had been fanners 
to winnow God's people, chap. xv. 7. and to empty them, and 
now they fhall themfelves be in like manner defpoiled and difper- 

fed. 

6. An ample commiflion given them to deftroy, and lay all 
wafte. Let them bend their bow againft the archers of the Chal- 
deans, ver. 3. and ?tot fpare her young men, but utterly dejlroy them, 
for the Lord hath both devifed and done ivhat he fpake againjl Baby- 
lon, ver. 12. This may animate the inftruments he employs, by 
alluring them of fucceis ; the methods they take are fuch as God 
has devifed, and therefore they fhall furcly profper ; what he hath 
fpoken fhall be done, for he himfelf will doit; and therefore let 
all neceffary preparations be made ; this they are called to, ver. 
27, 28. Let a Jlandard be fet up, under which to lift foldicrs for 
this expedition ; let a trumpet be blown to call men together to it,and 
animate them in it 3 let the nations, out of which Cyrus's army is 
to be raifed, prepare their recruits 5 let the kingdoms of Ararat and 
Minni, and Afhkcnaz, of Armenia, both the higher and the low- 

andof Afcania, about Phrygia and Bithynia, lend in their quo- 
ta of men for this fervice : Let general officers be appointed, and 
the cavalry advance ; let the horfes come up in great numbers^ as 
the caterpillers, and come like them leaping and pawing in the 
valley : Let them lay the country wafte as caterpillers do, Joel ii. 

efpecially rough caterpillers : Let the kings and captains pre- 
pare nations againft Babylon, for the fervice is great, and there is 
occafion for many hands to be employed in it. 

7. The weaknefs of the Chaldeans, and their inability to make 
head againft this thrcatning, deftroying force. "When God em- 
ployed them againft other nations, they had fpirit and ftrength to 
fcet effenfively, and went on with admirable refolution, conquering 
and to conquer ; but now it comes to their turn to be reckoned 
-with, all their might and courage is gme, their hearts fail them, and 
none of all their . men of might and mettle have found their hands 
to a£i fo much as defenfively. They are called upon here to pre- 
pare for action, but it is ironically, and in an upbraiding way, 
ver. 11. Make bright the arrows, which are grown rufty through 
tiifufe; gather the Jhields, that in a time of long peace and fecurity 
have been fcattered, and thrown out of the way, ver. 12. Set up 
the Jlandard upon the walls of Babylon, upon the towers on thofe 
walls, to fummon all that owed fuit and fervice to that mother ci- 
ty, now to come in to her afliftance : Let them make the watch 
as ftrong as they can, and appoint the centinels to their refpective 
ports, and prepare ambufhes for the reception of the enemy. This 
intimates, that they would be found very fecure and remifs, and 
would need to be thus quickened 5 and they were fo to that degree, 
that they were in the rnidft of their revels when the city was ta- 
ken ; but that all their preparations fhould be to no purpofe; who 
will may call them ta.it, but they fhall have no heart to come at 
the call, per. 29. The whole land Jhall tremble and forrow, a uni- 
verial eorfllernation fhall feize upon them, for they fhall fee both 

'the irrefiftible arm, and the irreverfible counfel and decree of God 



her mighty men, that fhould 



purpofe, ver. 56, 57, 58, When the fpoiler comes coon 

; . ould make Jiead againft him: are XS** 

ly taken, their weapons of war fail them, every, one of the ^ 
is broken, and ftands them in no ftead ; their politicks faiffK 
they call councils of war, but their princes and 'captains A 
in council, to concert meafures for the common fa%v fl * 



drunk, they are as men intoxicated through ftupidity or d-f • 
they can form no right notions of things, ftasrgcr* and are n»r lr> 

1 1 " ' dafh „_ , 

'•and 



like drunken men, fall out among , themfelves ^ and atTenwh n 

a perpetual Jleep, and never awake, from their wine, the win c 
God's wrath, for it is to them an opiate that lays them into , f , 
lethargy. The walls of their city fail them, ver, 58. When t 
enemy had found ways to ford Euphrates, which was thought 
pafTable, yet fure, think they, the .-walls are impregnable the^ 
the broad walls of Babylon, or, as the margin reads it, .the walFf 
broad Babylon ; the compafs of the.cityv within the walls was 4 
furlongs,, fome fay 480, that is' about fixty miles ; the walls we 
200 cubits high, and 50 cubits broad, fo that- two chariots mi*\l 
eafily pafs by one another upon them : Some fay, there was a three 
fold wall about the inner city, and the like about the outer • anil 
the ftones of the wall being laid in pitch inftead of morter ft 
xi. 3. were fcarce feparable; and yet thefe fhall be utterly Info! 
and the high gates and towers Jhall be burnt, and the people that 
are employed • in defence of the city, fhall labour in vain h fa 
fire, they fhall quite tire themfelves, but fh^ll do no good ' 

. 8. The deftruaion that fhall be made of Babylon by thefe W 
ders. I. It is a certain deftru£lion, the doom is paft, and it can- 
not be reverfed ; a divine power is engaged againft it, which can- 
not be refifted, ver. 8. Babylon is fallen and dcjlroyed, is as fure to 
fall, to fall into deftru&ion, as if it were fallen and deftroyed alrea- 
dy, though, when Jeremiah prophefied this, and many a year af- 
ter, it was in the height of its power and greatnefe. God declares 
God appears againft Babylon, ver. 25. Behold, I am againjl the, 
and thofe cannot ftand long whom God is againft 5 he will Jlretcl 
out his hand upon it, a hand which no creature can bear the weight 
of, or with ftand the force of. It is his purpofe which fhall be per- 
formed, that Babylon muft be a deflation, ver. 29. 2. It is a 
righteous definition ; Babylon has made her felf meet for it, and 
therefore cannot fail to meet with it. For, ver. 25. Babylon has 
been a deftroying mountain, very lofty and bulky as a mountain, 
and deftroying all the earth, as the ftones that are tumbled from 
high mountains fpoil the grounds about them ; but now it fhall it 
felf be rolled down from its rocks, which were as the foundations on 
which it flood ; it fhall be levelled, its pomp and power broken: 
It is now a burning mountain, like ./Etna, and the other vulca- 
no's that throw out fire, to the terror of all about them ; but it 
fhall be a burnt mountain, it fhall at length have confirmed it felf, 
and fhall remain a heap of afhes ; fo will this world be at the end 
of time. Again, ver. 33. Babylon is like a tbrejhingjloor, in 
which the people of God have been long threfhed, as fheaves in the 
floor ; but now the time is.come that fhe fhall her. felf be threftied, 
and her fheaves in her.; her princes and. great men, and all her 
inhabitants, fhall be beaten in their own land, as in the threfting- 
floor. The threfning-floor is prepared, Babylon is by fin made 
meet to be a feat of war, and her people, like corn at harveft, 
are ripe for deftru&ion, Rev. xiv. 15. Mic. iv. 12. 3. It is an 
unavoidable deftru&ion. Babylon feems to be well fenced and for- 
tified againft it, Jhe dwells upon many waters, ver. 13. the fixati- 
on of her country is fuch, as that it. feems inacceffiblc, it is fo fur- 
rounded, and the march of an enemy into it fo embarrafied by ri- 
vers. In allufion to this, the New Teftament Babylon is faid to 
fit upon many waters, i. e. to rule over many nations, as die other 
Babylon did, Rev. xvii. 15. Babylon is abundant in treafures, and 
yet thine end is come, and neither thy waters nor thy wealth fhall 
fecure thee.^ This end that comes fhall be the meafure of thy cc- 
vetoufiefs, i. e. it fhall be the ftint of thy gettings, it fhall kt 
bounds to thine ambition and avarice, which otherwife had been 
boundlefs. God, by the deftruaion of Babylon, faid to its proud 
waves, Hitherto ft) all ye come, and no further. Note, If men will- 
not fet a meafure to their covetoufnete by wifdom and grace, God 
will fet a meafure to it by his judgments. Babylon, thinking her 
felf very fafe, and very great, was very proud, but fhe will be de- 
ceived, ver. 53. Though Babylon fhould mount her walls and pabecs 
up to hcave?i, and though (becaufe what is high is apt to totter) flw 
fhould take care to fortify the height of her Jlrength, yet all will not 
do, God will fend fpoiiers againft her, that fhall break through her 
ftrength, and bring down her height. 4. It is a gradual deftru- 
£lion, which, if they had pleafed, they might have forefcen, and 
had warning of 5 for, ver. 46. A rumour will come one year, that 
Cyrus is making vaft^ preparations for war, and after that in ae- 
ther year Jhall come a rmnour, that his defign is upon Babylon, and 
againft them, they fhall fee that God is making Babylon a dcfola- J he is fleering his courfe that way; fo that when he was a great 
don, and therein is performing what he hath purpofe! and then I way off, they might have fent and defired conditions of peace ; K,,f 
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they 
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rising 



*e too proud,- too fecure to do that, and their hearts were 
Zed to their deftruaion. 5, Yet, when it comes, it is a fur- 
deftru&ion. Babylon is fuddenly fallen, ver. 15. the de- 



1 Ann comes upon them when they did not think of it, and is 
cnA in a little 'time, as that of the New Teftament Babylon in 
pC 1 Rev. xviii. 17. The king of Babylon, who fhould have 
m obferving the approaches of the enemy, was himfelf at fuch a 
k eCn from the place where the attack was made, that it was a 



g 



'^^wh'i'te ere he had notice that the city was taken ; fo that they 

vho 

after a ^j rt from feveral quarters with this intelligence to the kin 



" ho were pufted near the place, fent one meflenger, one courier 
nother with advice of it, ver. 31. The foot-pofts fhall meet 



fR t- v i on that his city is taken at one end, and there is nothing to 



Vift tict the prpgrefs of the conquerors, but they will be at the other 

They are' to tell him that the enemy hath feized the 
the forts, or blockades upon the river ; and ha- 



end quickly 
ver. 32 



^affdt over the river, they let fire to the reeds on the river-fide, 
tTalarm and terrify the city 



fo that all the men of war are af- 
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J Vhted and have thrown down their arms, and furrendered at 
? (cretion. The meflengers come, like Job's, one upon the heels 
f another, with thefe tidings, which are immediately confirmed 
with a witnefe, by the enemies being in the palace, and flaying the 
tin* himfelf, Dan. v. 30. And that profane feaft which they were 
celebrating at the very time when the city was taken, which was 
both an evidence of their Arrange fecurity, and a great advantage 
to the enemy, feems here to be referred to, ver. 38, 39. They fhall 
tsar together like lions, as men in their revels ufe to do, when the 
wine ; s got into their heads ; they call it finging, but in fcripture 
language, and in the language; of fober men, it is called yelling like 
lions whelps. It is likely they were drinking confufion to Cyrus 
and his army with loud huzza's ; well, faith God, in their heat, 
when they are enflamed (Ifa. v. 1 1.) and their heads are hot with 
]iard drinking, I will make their feajls, I will give them their potion, 
they have paffed their cup round, now the cup of the Lord's right 
hand /hall be turned unto them, Hab. ii. 15, 16. a cup of fury, 
which fhall make them drunk, that they may rejoice, or rather, that 
they may revel it, and fleep a perpetual Jleep \ let them be as merry 
as they can with that bitter cup, but it fhall lay them to fleep, ne- 
ver to wake more, as, ver. 57. for on that night, in the midft of 
the jollity, was Bel/hazzar fiain. 6. It is to be a univerfal deftru- 
flion, God will make thorough work of it, for as he will perform 
what he hath purpofed, fo he will perfect what he has begun. The 
fiain jhall fall, in great abundance, throughout the land of the 
Chaldeans, multitudes fhall be thruft through in her Jlreeis, ver. 4. 
They are brought down like lambs to the Jlaughier, ver. 40. in fuch 
great numbers, fo eafily ; and the enemies make no more of kil- 
ling them, than the butcher doth of killing lambs. The ftrength 
of the enemy, and their invading of them, is here compared to 
an irruption and inundation of waters, . ver. 42. The fea is come up 
upon Babylon, which, when it has once broke through its bounds, 
there is no fence againft, fo that fhe is covered with the multitude 
of its waves, overpowered by a numerous army : Her cities then 
become a deflation, an uninhabited, uncultivated defert, ver. 43. 
7. It is a deftru&ion that fhall reach the gods of Babylon, the idols 
and images, and fall with a particular weight upon them. In to- 
ken that fhe whole land Jhall be confounded, and all her fain Jhall 
fal^ and that throughout all the country the wounded Jhall groan, 
I will do judgment upon' her graven images, ver. 47 and, again, 
ver, 52. All muft needs perifh, if their gods perifh, from whom 
they expect protection . Though the invaders are themfelves ido- 
laters, yet they fhall deftroy the images and temples of the gods of 
Babylon, as an earneft of the abolifhing of all counterfeit deities. 
Bel was the principal idol that the Babylonians worfhipped, and 
therefore that is by name here marked for deftruftion, ver. 44. / 
willpunifl) Bel, that great devourer, that image to which fuch a- 
bundance of facrifices are offered, and fuch rich fpoils dedicated, 
and to whofe temple there is fuch a vaft refort ; he fhall difgorge 
what he has fo greedily regaled himfelf with ; God will bring forth 
out of his temple all the wealth laid up there, Jobxx. 15. His 
altars fhall be forfaken, none fhall regard him any more, and fo 
that idol which was thought to be a wall to Babylon, fhall fall and 
fail them. 8. It fhall be a final deftrudtion. You may take balm 
for her pain, but in vain, fhe that would not be healed by the 
word of God, Jhall not be healed by his providence, ver. 8, 9. Ba- 
llon fhall heco?ne heaps, ver. 37. and, to compleat its infamy, no 
ufc fhall be made even of the ruins of Babylon, fo execrable fhall 
ticy be, and attended with ill omens ! ver. 26. They fl) all not take 
Q f thee a Jlonc for a corner, nor a Jlone for foundations. People fhall 
not care for having any thing to do with Babylon, or whatever 
belonged to it. Or it notes, that there fhall be nothing left in Ba- 
tylon,^ on which to ground any hopes or attempts of raifing it in- 
to a kingdom again, for, as it follows here, it JJjall be deflate for 
^' er - St. Jerom faith, .that in his time, though the ruins of Ba- 
bylon's walls were to be feen, yet the ground inclofed by them was 
a foreft of wild beafts. 

Here is a call to God's people to go out of Babylon. It is 
their wifdom when ruin is approaching to quit the city-, and retire 



broad, it is good to get as far as we can from thofc againft whom 
they are levelled ; as Ifrael from the tents of Korah. This agrees 
with the advice Chrift gave his difciples, with reference to the de 
'ftrudhon of Jerufalem, Let them which be in Judea flee to th* 
mountains, Matt. xxiv. 16. It is their wifdom to m out of the 
midjl of Babylon, left they be involved, if not in her ruins-, yet in 
her fears, ver. 45-, 46. Left -your heart faint, and ye fear for the 
rumour that Jhall be heard in the land. Though God had told them 
that Cyrus fhould be their deliverer, and Babylon's deftruffion their 
deliverance, yet they had been told alfo, that in the peace thereof 
they fiould have peace, and therefore the alarms given to Babylon 
would put them into a fright, and, perhaps, they might not have 
faith and confideration enough to fupprefs thofe fears ; for which 
reafon they are here advifed to get out of the hearing of the alarms, 
Note, Thofe who have not grace enough to keep their temper in 
temptation, fhould have wifdom enough to keep out of the way of 
temptation. But this is not all : it is not only their wifdom to quit 
the city, when the ruin is approaching, but it is their duty to quit 
the country too when the ruin is accomplifhed, and they are fet at 
liberty by the pulling down of the prifon over their heads. This 
they are told,- ver. 50, 5 T. Te Ifraelites that have efcaped the jword 
of the Chaldeans, your oppreflbrs, and of the Perfians, their de- 
ftroyersj now the year of releafe is come, Go azvay, Jland not Jlill, 
haften to your own country again, however you may be 



com- 



J J C 7 y ft*«t*y i^/v* Will- 

fortably feated in Babylon, for this is not your reft^ but Canaan is. 
(1.) He puts them in mind of the inducements they had to re- 
turn; 'remember the Lord afar off, his pretence with you now, 
though you are here afar off from your native foil \ his prefence 
with your fathers formerly in the temple, though you are now 
afar ofF from the ruins of it. Note, Wherever we are in the 
greateft depths, at the greateft diftahces, we may, and muft, re- 

our God ; and in the time of the greateft fears 
and hopes it is feafonable to remember the Lord. And let Jerufa- 
lem come into your mind, though it be now in ruiris, yet favour 
its dujl, Pfal. cii. 14. though few of you ever faw it yet, believe 
the report you have had concerning it, from thofe "that wept when 
they remembred Zion ; and think of Jerufalem until you come up 
to a refolution to make the beft of your way thither. Note, When 
the city of our folemnities is out of fight, yet it muft not be out of 
mind. And it will be of great ufe to us in our journey through this 
world, to let the heavenly Jerufalem come often into our mind. 
(2.) He takes notice of the difcouragement which the returning 
captives labour under, ver. 51. being minded of Jerufalem they 
cry out, TVe are confounded, we cannot bear the thought of it,. 
Jhame covers our faces at the mention of it, for we have heard of 
the reproach of the J ancillary ^ that it it is profaned and ruined by 
ftrangers ; how can we think of it with any pleafure ? To which 
he anfwers, ver. 52. that the God of Ifrael will now triumph over 
the gods of Babylon, and fo that reproach will be for ever rolled 
away. Note, The believing profpedt of Jeruialem's recovery will 
keep us from being afhamed of Jerufalem 's ruins. 

10. Here is the different refentment of Babylon's fall, and it is 
the fame we have of the New Teftament Babylon, Rev. xviii. 9, ig. 

(r.) Some fhall lament the deftruction of Babylon. There is 
the found of a cry, a great outcry coming from Babylon, ver. 54. 
lamenting this great dcftru£Hon, the voice of mourning, becaufe 
the Lord hath deftroyed the voice of the multitude, that great voice 
of mirth, which ufed to be heard in Babylon, ver. 55. We are 
told what they fnall fay in their lamentations, ver. 41. How is 
Shefjach taken ? and how are we miftaken concerning her ! How 
is that city furprized and become an aftomjhment among the nations, 
that was the praife, and glory, and admiration of the whole earth ! 
See how that may fall into a general contempt), which has been 
univerfally cried up ! 

(2.) Yet fome fhall rejoice in Babylon's fall ■, not as it is the mi- 
fery of their fellow creatures, but as it is the manifeftation of the 
righteous judgment of God, and as it opens the way for the releafe 
of God's captives • upon thefe accounts the heaven and the earth y 
and all that is in Troth flail fmg for Babylon, ver. 48. the church 
in heaven and the church on earth fhall give to God the glory of 
his righteoufnefs, and take notice of it with thankfulncfs to his 
praife. Babylon's ruin is Z ion's praife. 



59, 5 The word which Jeremiah 



f Maafeiah, 
Juda'h into 
and this Sc- 



Babylon, in the fourth year of his reign : 
raiah was a quiet prince. 60. So Jeremiah wrote in a 
book all the evil that fhould come upon Babylon.* even 
all thefe words that are written againft: Babylon-. 61. 
And Jeremiah laid , to Seraiah» When thou corned to 
Babylon, and fhalt fee* and (halt read all thefe words, 



62 



fhalt 



O LORD, thou haft fpoken 
againft this place, to cut it off, that none fhall remain 

; wiiuuin wnen ruin is approacnina; to quic tne city-, ana renre 1 .°. . , r x _n. u.Vf ru-ii k« A^C^ 



lnt0 f 0n *e remote corner, that you may fave your, lives, and may 
not k e cut off in her iniquity. When God's judgments are a- 



j^dg: 



late for even 
made an end of 



' 63.' And it fhall be when thou haft 
f reading this book, that thou fliak bind 
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a ftone to it, and caft it into the midft of Euphrates; 
64. And thou fhalt fay 5 Thus lhall Babylon fink, and 
fliall not rife from the evil that I will bring upon her : 
and they fhall be weary. Thus far are the Words of 
Jeremiah* 

We have been long attending the judgment of Babylon, In this 
and the foregoing chapter, now here we have the conclufion of 
that whole matter. 

i. A copy is taken of this prophecy, it fhould feem by Jere- 
miah himfelf, for Baruch his ferine is not mentioned here, ver. 
60. Jeremiah turote in a book all thefe words that are here written 
againjl Babylon. He received this notice that he might give it to 
all whom it might concern.- It is of great advantage both to the 
propagating and the perpetuating of the word of God, to have 
it written, and to have copies .taken of the law, prophets, and 
epiftles. * 

2. It is fent to Babylon to the captives there, by the hand of 
Seraiah, who went there attendant on, or embaflador for, king 
Zedekiah, in the fourth year of his reign, ver. 59. : He went with 
Zedekiah, or, as the margin reads it, bn the behalf of Zedekiah ^ 
into Babylon. The character given of him is obfervable, that this 
Seraiah tvas a quiet prince, a prince of reft ; he was in honour and 
power, but not as moft of the princes then were, hot and heady, 
making parties, and heading fa£Hons, and driving things furioufly, 
but Was of a calm temper, ftudied the things that made for peace, 
endeavoured to prefer ve a good understanding between the king his 
mafter, and the king of Babylon, and to keep his mafter from re- 
belling : he was no perfecutor of God's prophets, but a moderate 
man ; Zedekiah was happy in the choice of fuch a man to be his 
envoy to the king of Babylon, and Jeremiah might fafely intruft 
fuch a man with his errand too. Note, It is the real honour of 
^reat men to be quiet men, and it is the wifHom of princes to put 
fuch into places of truft. 

3. Seraiah is defired to read it to his country-men that were 
already gone into captivity : 7Fhe?i thou fl/alt come t$ Baby/on, and 
/bait fee what a magnificent place it is, how large a city, how 
itrong, how rich, and hovv well fortified, and fhall therefore be 
tempted to think, fure it will ftand for ever ; as the difciples when 
thev obferved the buildings of the temple, concluded, nothing 
would throw them down but the end of the world, Matt. xxiv. 23. 
then thou /halt read all thefe words, to thy felf, and thy particular 
friends, for their encouragement in their captivity : let them with 
an eye of faith fee to the end of thefe threatning powers, and com- 
foft themfelves and one another herewith. 

4. He is directed to make a folemn proteftation of the divine 
authority, and unqueftionable certainty of that which he had read, 
wr. 62. Then thou /halt look up to God and fay, O Lord, thou hajl 
fpoken againjl this place to cut it off'. This is like the angel's proteftati- 
on, Rez'.xix.g. concerning the definition of theNewTefiament Ba- 
bylon, Thefe are the truefayings of God. And Rev.xx'1.6. Thefe tvords 
are true and faithful. Though Seraiah fees Babylon flourifhing, 
having read this prophecy, he rnuft forefee Babylon falling ; and, 
by virtue of it,muft curie its habitation, though it be taking root, 
Job v. 3. O Lord, thou hajl fpoken againfi this place, and I believe 
what thou hafi fpoken, that as thou knoweft every thing, (b thou 
can ft do every thing. Thou haft paffed fentence upon Babylon 
and it fhall be executed. Thou hajl fpeken againjl this place to cut 
it eff, and therefore we will neither envy its pomp, nor fear its 
power 5 when we fee what this world is, how glittering its fhews 
are, and how flattering its propolals, let us read in the book of 
the Lord that its fafmon pajfeth azvay, and it fhall fhortly be cut off, 
and be deflate for ever, and we fhall learn to look upon it with 
a holy contempt. Oblerve here, when we have been reading the 
word of God, it becomes us to direct to him, whofe word it is, 
an humble believing acknowledgment of the truth, equity and 
iroodnefs of what we have read. 
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Hi/lory is the heft cxpq/itor of prophecy \ and therefore, fm\4} je 1 
under/landing the t prophecies of , this Hook, which relate u *fff (i 
Jlruclion of Jerufaletn. and the. kingdom, of Judah, ni e " " 



furni/hed with an account of that fttd event* 



It is much the j& 



with the hi/lory we had 2 Kings xxiv. and xxv. and many oft 
particulars zvc had defore in that book , , but the matter u hj- * 



* me ntati. 

Mat arty 



which Zedekiah and the princes,7?iet with, ver. 8, 
The dejlrutlion jf the te?nple and the city, ver. ia, 



peaied and put together to give light to the book of the L 
ons, which follozvs next, and to ferve as ,a key to it. 
in the clofe concerning the advaccment ofjehoiachin hi his catt'T 
which happened after Jeremiah's time, gives colour, to 'i]L r 
jeclure, who fuppofe that this chapter was riot written by 'fa- 
mi a b himfelf, but by fame ?nan divinely in/pi red aniong thof^ 
captivity, for a cqn/lant memorandum to thofe who in : Babykn ^ 
J erred Jerufalem above . their chief joy. In this chapter we hjj £ 
(1.) The ill x . reign of Zedekiah, very All in regard both of fin 
punifjment, ver.. .1,-3. ( 2 .) The befieging and^ taking of J eru 
falem by. the Chaldeans, . ver. 4, — 7. (3.) The fiver e n j n 

' U ' it) 

The captivity of the . people, ver. 15, 16. and the numbers of Ju 
that were carried: away into captivity, ver. 28,-30. (6.) 
carrying off of the plunder .of the temple, ver. 17,^23. t*\ 
The /laughter of the priefls, and fome other men in cold blood, ver 
24,* — 27. (8./ The better days which king Jelmachin Iked t] 
fee in the latter end of his time, after the death of Nebuchak^ 
zar, ver. 31, — 34... . 

if Edekiah was one and twenty years old when he 
. & j began to reign, and he reigned eleven years ia 
JerufaJem and.. his mothers ^narrie was Hamutal the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2. Arid he did /to 
wbicb was evil in the eyes of the LORD,- according to 
all that Jehoiakim had done. 3. For through the an- 
ger of the LORD it came to pais in Jerufalem and } U - 
dah, till he had caft them out from his prefence, that 
Zedekiah rebelled againft the king of Babylon. 4,5 
And it came to pais in the ninth year of his reign, in the 
tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, Jfe/Nebu. 
chadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army a- 
[ gainft Jerufalem, and pitched againft it, and built forts a- 
gainft it roundabout. 5. Sojthe city was befieged unto the 
eleventh year of king Zedekiah! 6. And in the fourth 
month, in the ninth day of the month, the \- famine was 
fore in the city, fo that there was no bread for the 
people of the land. 7. Then the city was broken up, 
and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the 
city by night, by the way of the gate between the 
two walls, which was by the kings garden, (now the 
Chaldeans were by the city round about) and they went 
by the way of the plain* 8. 5 But the army of the 
Chaldeans purfued after the king, and overtook Zede- 
kiah in the plains of Jericho, and all his army was 
fcattered from him. 9. Then they took the king, and 
carried him up unto the king of Babylon to Riblah in 
the land of Hamath : where he gave judgment upon 
him. 

Zedekiah before his eyes : he flew alfo all the princes 

Then he put out the eyes of 
of Babylon bound him 



10. And the king of Babylon flew the fons of 



of Judah in Riblah. 



11. 

and the king 



in 



Jlone 



9. He muft then tie a ftone to the book and throw it into 
the midft of the river Euphrates, as a confirming fign of the things 
contained in it, faying, Thus /hall Babylon fink, a?id not rife, for 
they Jhall be weary, they ftall perfectly fuccumb, as men tired 
with a burthen, under the load of the evil that I will bring upon them, 
which they (ball never make off, or get from under, ver. 63, 64. 
In the fign it was the ftone that funk the book, which otherwife 
would have (warn, but in the thing fignified it was rather the book 
that funk the ftone ; it was the divine fentence pafled upon Babylon 
in this prophecy, that funk that city, which itemed as firm as a 

The fail of the New Teftament Babylon was reprefented 
by fomcthing like this, but much more magnificent, Rev. xviii.21. 

mighty angel cajl a great mil/lone into the fea^ faying, Thus /ball 
Babylon fall. Thofe that fink under the weight of God's wrath 
and eurfe, fink irrecoverably. The laft words of the chapter feal 
vp the v i lion and prophecy of this book : Thus far are the tvords 
cf "Jeremiah ; not that this prophecy againft Babylon was the laft 
of his prophecies, for it was dated in the fourth year of Zedekiah, 
ver. 59. long before he finifhed his teftimony j but this is recorded 
laft of his prophecies, becaufe it was to be laft accompliihed of all 
his prophecies againft the Gentiles, chap. xlvi. 1. And the chap- 
ter which remains is purely hiftorzcal, and, as fome think, was 
added by fome other hand. 



Zedekiah, 

chains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him in 
prifon till the "day of his death. 

This narrative begins no higher than the beginning of the reign 
of Zedekiah. though there were two captivities before, one in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim, the other in the firft: of Jeconiah ; bur, 
probably, it was drawn up by fome of thofe that were carried away 
with Zedekiah, as a reproach to themfelves for imagining that 
they fhould not go into captivity, after their brethren, with which 
hopes they had long flattered themfelves. We have here, 

1. God's juft difpleafure againft Judah and Jerufalem for their 
fin, ver. 3. Hisi anger was againft them to that degree, that he de- 
termined to cajl them out from his prefence, his favourable gracious 
prefence, as a father when he is extreamly angry with an undiitiM 
fon, bids him get out of his prefence. He expelled them from that 
good land that had fuch tokens of his prefence in providential boun- 
and that holy city and temple that had fuch tokens of his pre- 

Note, Thofe that are banifhed 
from God's ordinances, have reafon to complain that they are M 
fome degree cajl out of his prefence ; yet none are caft out from 
God's gracious prefence, but thofe that by fin have firft thrown 
themfelves out of it. This fruit of fin we fhould therefore deprc- 



fence in covenant grace and love. 



cate above any thing 
from t by pre fen ce , 



as David, P/al. li. 11. Cajl me not &m 

2. Zc- 




'i 
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Chap. LII; 



TVdekiah's ill conduit and management, to which God left 
^.n.^r.^o ofY^i'nfl-the DeoDle. and for which God punifhed 

Zedekiah was arrived to years of 



i/m in difpleafure againft the people 
f£ n difpleafure againft him. Z 

• when he came to the throne^ he zvas twenty one years old, 
difcretion ^ ^ t he worft of the kings, we never read of 

ver '-A\trk's yet his charaSer is, that he did evil in the eyes 
bis p £^ ' f 0 f he did not do the good he fhould have done, 
hat ill deed of his which did in a fpecial manner haften 

h\ Heftru&ion, was 

ho fc h his fin and his folly, and brought ruin upon his people, 
nlv meritorioufly but efficiently : God was greatly difpleafed 
*°\°hini for his perfidious dealing with the king of Babylon, 
»c find, E%ek. xvii. 15, &c. and becaufe he was angry at 
^rKh and'Terufalem, he put 

" to do that foolifh thing which proved fatal to him and 




lea that was in the houfe of the LORE), the Chalde- 
ans brake, and carr/ed all the brafs of them to Baby Ion \ 
i 8. The caldrons alfo, and the Ihovels, and the fnufrers{ 
and the bowls', and the fpoonsj and all the veffels of 
brafs wherewith they miniftred, took they aWay. 
And the bafons, and the fire-pans, and the bowls'; 
the caldrons, and the candlefticks, and the fpoons, and 



1 



IT ' 



r 



was 



^ . . he put him into the hand of his own 

counfels, 

his l ^he pofleffion which the Chaldeans at length gained of Je- 
faiem after eighteen months fiege. They fate down before it, 
d blocked it up in the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, in the 
211 th month, wr. 4. and made themfelves matters of it in the 
^Trentb year 9 in the fourth month, ver. 6. In remembrance of 
thefe two fteps towards their ruin, while they were in captivity, 
thev kept a faft in the fourth month \ and a faji in the tenths Zech. 

IQ. that in the fifth month was in remembrance of the burning 
of 'the temple, and that in the f event b of the murther of Gedaliah. 
We may eafily imagine, or rather cannot imagine what a fad time 
it was with Jerufalem, during this year and half that it was be- 
when all proviiions were cut off from coming to them, and 



fieged 



they 



were ever and anon alarmed by the attacks of the enemy, and 



bein* obftinately refolved to hold out to the laft extremity, nothing 
remained but a 'certain fearful looking for of judgment. That which 
difabled them to hold out, and yet could not prevail with them to 
capitulate, was the famine in the city, ver. 6. there was no bread 
for the people of the land, fo that the foldiers could not make good 
their pofts, but were rendered wholly unferviceable ; and then no 
wonder that the city was broken up, ver. 7. "Walls, in fuch a cafe, 
will not hold out long without men, no more than men without 
walls j nor will both together frand psople in any {lead without 
God and his protection. 

4, The inglorious retreat of the king and his mighty men. They 
got out of the city by night, ver. 7 . and made the beft of their way, 
I know not whither, nor, perhaps, they themfelves but the king 
was overtaken by the purfuers in the plains of Jericho, and his 
guards difperfed, and all his army featured from him, ver. 8. his 
fright was not cauflefs, for where there is guilt, there will be fear 
in time of danger. But his flight was fruitlefs, for there is no 
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efcaping the judgments of God, they will come upon the finner, and 
will overtake him, let him flee where he will, Dent, xxviii. 15. and 
thefe judgments particularly that are here executed, were there 
threatned, ver. 52, 53, &c. 

. 5. The fad doom pa ft upon Zedekiah by the king of Babylon, 
and immediately put in execution. He treated him as a rebel, 
gave judgment upon him 9 ver. g. One cannot think of it without 
the utmoft vexation and regret that a king, a king of Judah, a 
king of the houfe of David, fhould be arraigned as a criminal at 
the bar of this heathen king : But he humbled not him/elf before Je- 
remiah the prophet, therefore God thus humbled him. Purfuant 
to the fentence pailed upon him by the haughty conqueror, his fons 
were Jlain before his eyes, and all the princes of Judah, ver. 10. 
then his eyes were put out, and he was bound in chains, carried in 
triumph to Babylon, perhaps they made fport with him, as they 
did with Sampfon, when his eyes were put out ; however he was 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment, wearing out his life (I can- 
not fay his daysj for he faw day no more ) in darknefe and mifery, 
he was kept in prifon till the day of his death, but had fome honour 
done him at his funeral, chap, xxxiv.. 5. Jeremiah had often 
told him what it would come to, but he would not take warning 
when he might have prevented it; 

12. Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the 
month ( which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon) came Nebuzar-adan captain of 
the guard, which ferved the king of Babylon, into Je- 
nifalem, 13. And burnt the houfe of the LORD, and 
the kings houfe ; and all the houfes of Jerufalem^ and 
all the houfes of the great men burnt he with fire. 14. 
And all the army of the Chaldeans that were with the: 
captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jeru- 
salem round about. 15. Then Nebuzar-adan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried away captive certain of the 
poor of the people \ and the refidiie of the people, that 
remained in the city, and thofe that fell away, that fell 
to the king of Babylon b and the reft of the multitude. 16. 
But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, left certain 
w the poor of the land for vine-drefTers, and for huf-- 
oandmen. 17.' Alio the pillars of brafs that were in 



the houfe 



e ot the LORD, 
No. 65. 



and the bales, and the braferi 



t 9 \ 

and 



the cups that which was of gold in gold, and that 
which was of filver in filver, took the captain of the 
guard away, 20. The two pillars; one fea, and twelve 
brafen bulls that were under the bafes, which king So- 
lomon had made in the houfe of the LORD : the brafs 
of all thefe veffels was without weight: 21. And con- 
cerning the pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen 
cubits* and a fillet of twelve cubits did compafs it, and 
the thicknefs thereof was four fingers : it was hollow. 
22. And a chapiter of brafs was upon it-, and the height 
of one chapiter was five cubits, with net-work and. 
pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of 
brafs : the fecond pillar alfo, and the pomegranates 
were like unto thefe. 23. And there were ninety and 
fix pomegranates on a fide, and all the pomegranates 
upon the net-work, were an hundred round about; 
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We have here an account of the woful havock that was made 
by the Chaldean army, a month after the city was taken, under 
the command of Nebuzar-adan, who was captain df the guard, 
or general of the army in this a£Hon. In the margin he is called 
the chief of the flaiighter-?nen, or executioners, for foldfers are but 
flaughter-rnen, and God employs them as executioners of his fen- 
tence againft a finful people. Nebuzar-adan was chief of thofe 
foldiers, but in the execution he did, we have reafon to fear he had 
no eye to God, but he ferved the king of Babylon and his own 
defigns, now he came into Jerufalem, into the very bowels of it, 
as captain of the flaughter-meh there. And, 1. He laid the 
temple in aflies, having firft plundered it of every thing that was 
valuable, he burnt the houfe of the Lord, that holy and beautiful 
houfe, where their fathers praifed him, Ifai. lxiv. 10. 2. He 
burnt the royal palace, probably that which Solomon built, after 
he had built the temple, which was ever fince the hugs houfe,. 

He burnt all the houfes of Jerufalem, that is, all the houfes of 
the great men, or thele particularly ; if any efcaped, it was only 
fome forry cottages for the poor of the land. 4. He broke down 
all the walls of Jerufalem, to be revenged upon them for {land- 
ing in the way ot his army fo long. Thus, of a defenced city, it 
was made a ruin, Ifai. xxv. 2. 5. he carried away many into cap- 
tivity, ver. 15. he took away certain of the poor of the people, i.e. 
of the people in the city, for the poor of the land, i. e. the poor 
of the country, he left for vine dreffcrs and husbandmen. He alfo 
carried of the refidue of the people that remained in the city, that had 
efcaped the fword and famine ; and the deferters, fuch as he thought 
fit, or rather, fuch as God thought fit ; for he had already deter- 
mined fome for the fejlilence, fome for the Jivord 9 fome for famine, 
and lome for captivity, Jer. xv. 2. 

- 

But nothing is more particularly and largely related here, than 
the carrying away of the appurtenances of the temple. All that 
were of great value were carried away before, the veffels of filver 
and gold, yet fome of that fort remained, which were now carried 
away, ver* 19. But moft of the temple-piey that was now feized 
was of brafs ; which, being of lefs value, was carried off laft. 
When the gold was gone, the brafs focn went after, becaufe the 
people repented not, according to Jeremiah's predi£tion, chap. 
xxvii. 19, ffff. when the walls of the city were demolifhed, the 
pillars of the temple were pulled down too, and both in token that 
God, who was the ftrength and ftay both of their civil and their 
ecclefiaftical government, was departed from them. No walls can 
protect thofe, nor pillars fuilain thofe from whom God withdraws. 
Thefe pillars of the temple were not for fupport, for there 
nothing built upon them, but for ornament and fignificancy. 
They were called Jachin, he zvill ejiablijh ; and Boaz, in him is 
flrength ; fo that the breaking of thefe fignified that God would 
no longer eftablifh his houfe, nor be .the ftrength of it. Thefe 
pillars are here very particularly defer ibed, ver. 21, 22,23. fr°ft* 
1 Kings vii. 15. that the extraordinary beauty and ftatelinefs of 
them may affe£i us the more with the demolifhing of them. All the 
vefiels that beloaged to the brazen altar were carried away, for the 
iniquity of jerufalem, like that of Eli's houfe, was not to be pur« 
ced by facrifice or offering* 1 Sa?n. lii. 14. It is faid, ver. 20. 
The brafs of all thefe vefiels zvas without weight ; fo it was in the 
making of them^ 1 Kings vii. 47. the weight of the brafs was not 
then found out, 2 Chron. iv. .18. and fo it was in the-deftroying 
cf them. Thofe that mads 'great fpoil of them, did not ftand 
to weigh them, as purchafers do, for whatever they ^ weighed it 
was all their own. 
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24*. 5 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the 
-chief pricit, and Zephaniah the iecond prieft,. and the 
three keepers of the door. 25* He took alfo out of the 
city an eunuch, which had the charge of the men of 
war, and feven men of them that were near the kings 
perfon, which were found in the city, and the princi- 
pal fcribe of "the hoft, who muftered the people of the 
land, and threefcore men of the people of the land that 
were found in the midft. of the city.. 26. So Nebuzar- 
adan the captain of the guard took them, and brought 
them to the ting of Babylon to Riblah. 27, And the 
icing of Babylon fmote them, and put them to death in 
Riblah, in the land of Hamath. Thus'Judah was car- 
ried away captive out of his own land. 28, This is the 
people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive; in 
the feventh year, three thoufand Jews - .and three and 
twenty : 29. In the eighteenth ye^r of Nebuchadrez- 
zar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hun- 
dred thirty and two perfons : qo. In the three and 



twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzar-adan the 
captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews 



feven hundred forty and five perfons 
re four thoufand and fix hundred. 



all the perfons 



"ZVc 



»_i«wt uiaw mi- puii^ v«r«..a u tjutti yr inter? v.iJctp. 11. -^y. uui, pcrxiap 

Seraiah the prieft was not fo, but unquiet and turbulent, by whic 
he had made himfelf obnoxious to the king of Babylon. Th 



We have here a very melancholy account, 

1. Of the (laughter of fome great men in cold blood at Riblah, 
feven ty- two in number, according to the number of the elders of 
Jfrael, Numb. xi. 26, 27. fo they are computed, 2 Kings xxv. 
1 3, 19. five out of the temple, two out of the city, five out of the 
courr^ and fixty out of the country. The account here agrees 
with that, except in one article; there it is /aid there were five? 
here, there were feven of thoJc that 'were near the king -? which Dr. 
Lightfoot reconciles thus, that he took away feven of thofe that 
were near the king, but two of them were Jeremiah himfelf, and 
Ebed-melech, but they were both difcharged, as -we have reap! be- 
fore, fo that there were only five of them put to death, and fo the 
number was reduced to ftventy-two; fome of all ranks, for they 
had all corrupted their way ; and, it is probable, fuch were made 
examples of, as had been moft forward to excite and promote the 
rebellion againft the king of Babylon. Seraiah the chief prieft is 
put firft, whofe facred character could not exempt him from this 
Stroke, how fliould it when he himfelf had profaned it by fin ? 
Seraiah the prince was a quiet prince? chap. li. . 59. but, perhaps, 

ch 

= _he 

leaders of this people had caufed them to err, and now they are in 
a particular manner made monuments of divine jufHce. 

2. Of the captivity of the reft. Come and fee how Judah was 
carried away captive oat of his oivn land? ver. 27. and how it fpu- 
ed them out as it fpued out the Canaanites that went before them, 
v/hich Gcd had told them it would certainly do, if they trod in 
their flops, and copied out their abominations. Lev. xviii. 28. 
Now here is an account, 

(1.) Of two captivities which we had an account of before, one 
in the feventh year of Nebuchadnezzar, the fame with that which ' 
is (aid to be in his eighth year, 2 Kings xxiv. 32. another in bis 
eighteenth year, the lame with that which is faid, ver. 12. to be 
in his nineteenth year : Eut the fums here are very fmall, in 
companion with what we find exprefled concerning the former, 
2 Kings xxiv. 14, 16. when there were eighteen thoufand carried 
captive, whereas heie they are faid to be three thoufand and three 
and twenty ; and with what we may reafonably fuppofe concern- 
ing the latter, for when all the ycfidue of the people were carried 
away, ver. 15. one would think there fliould be more than eight 
hundred and thirty-two fouls ; therefore Dr. Lightfoot conjectures 
that thefe accounts being joined to the ftory of the putting to death 
of the great men at Riblah, all that are here faid to be carried a- 
way, were put to death as rebels. 

(2.) Of a third captivity, not mentioned before, which was in 
the twenty-third year of Nebuchadrezzar, four years after the de- 
struction of Jerufaicm, ver. 30. then Nebuzar-adan came and 
carried azvay feven hundred and forty-five Jews ; it is probable, this 
was done in revenge of the murther of Gcdaliah, which was ano- 
ther rebellion againft the Icing of Babylon, and that thefe who were 
now taken, were aiders and abetters of Ifhmael in that murther, 
and were not only carried away, but put to death for it ; yet this 
ii uncertain. If this be the fum total of the captives which we 
have, ver. 3c. J 11 the perfons were four thoufand and fix hundred* 
we may fee how ftrangeiy they were reduced from what they had 
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been, and may wonder as much how they came to be fo rm 
again, as afterwards we find them ; for it fhould feerh that 
firft in Egypt* fo again in Babylon, the Lord made ihern f 
in the land of their affliction^ and the more they were onn 
the more they multiplied. And the truth is> this people v/ere 
ten miracles both, of judgment and mercy. e °^ 

m * 

31. 5 And it came to pafs in the feven and thirtiWr 
year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah 
the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day 0 f t L 
month, that Evil-merodach filing of Babylon, } n *l 
firft year of his reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiac]/ 
king of Judah, and brought him forth out of prjfc^ 
32. And fpake kindly unto him, and fet his throne a' 
bove the throne of the kings that were with him in Ba" 
bylon, '33. And changed his prifon-garments : and he 
did continually eat bread before* him all , the days of ^ 
life* 34. And for his diet, there was a continual diet 
given him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion 
until the day of his death, all the days of his life. 

This pafTage of ftory concerning the reviving which king Jej^ 
achin had in his bondage, we had likewife before, 2 Kingixw 
27, — 30. only there it is faid to be done on the twenty -feventh fa 
of the twelfth ?mnth? here on the twenty-fifth ; but, in a thine of 
this nature, tv/o days break no fquares in the account: It is pro- 
bable, the orders were given for his releafe on the twenty-fifth day 
but he was not prefented to the king till the twenty -feventh. We 
may obferve in this ftory, ; ; 

1. That new lords make nqw laws. Nebuchadrezzar had W 
kept this unhappy prince in prifon ; and his fon, though well at 
fected to the prifbner, could not procure him any favour, nor one 
fmile from his father ; no more than Jonathan could for David 
from his father ; but when the old-peevifh man was dead, his ion 
countenanced Jehoiachin, and made him a favourite. It is com- 
mon for children to undo what their fathers have done j it were 
v/ell if it were always as much for the better as this here. 

2. Thar the world we live in is a changing world. " Jehohchin, 
in his beginning, fell from a throne into a prifon, but here he is 
advanced again to a throne of flare, ver. 32. though not to a throne 
•of power. As before the icbes were changed into prifon-garments, 
fo now they were converted into robes again. Such chequer-work 
is this world, profperity and adverfity are fet the one over againft 
the ether, thst we may learn to rejoice as though we rejoiced mi, 
and weep as though we wept not. 

That thou eh the 



3. j nut tncugn tne night of affliction be very Jong, yetwemufr 
not defpair, but that the day may dawn at laft. Jehoiachin was 
thirty-feven years a prifbner, in confinement, in contempt, ever 
fince he was eighteen years old, in which time we may fuppoS 
him fo inured to captivity, that he had forgot the f wee to of liberty; 
or rather, that, after fo long an imprifonment, it would be doubly 
welcome to him. Let thofe whofe afflictions have been lengthen- 
ed out, encourage themfelves with this infiance ; the vifionwilht 
the end (peak comfortably, and therefore wait for it. Dum Jpro 
fpero? while there is life there is hope -? non fi male nunc? & dim 
fic crit. 

4. That God can make his people to find favour in the eyes of 
thofe that are their oppreflbrs, and unaccountably turn their hearts 
to pity them, according to that word, Pfalm cvi. 46. He made 
them to be pitied of all thofe that carried them captives. He can 
bring thofe that have fpoken roughly to fpeak kindly, and thofe to 
feed his people that have fed upon them. Thofe therefore that are 
under opprefHon, will find that it is not in vain to hope, and qui 
etly to wait for the fa Iv at ion of the Lord. 
in God's hand, becaufe the hearts of all 



Therefore our times are 
we deal with are fo. 



And now, upon the whole matter, comparing the prophecy and 
the hiftory of this book together, we may learn in general, i.That 
it is no new thing for churches and perfons highly' dignified to de- 
generate, and become very corrupt. 2. That iniquity tends to the 
ruin of thofe that harbour it ; and if it be not repented of, and for- 
faken, will certainly end in their ruin. 3. That external profef- 
fions and privileges will not only not amount to an excufe for to> 
and an exemption from ruin, but will be a very great aggravation 
of both. 4. That no word of God fhall fall to the ground, but 
the event will fully anfwer the prediction ; and the unbelief of man 
fhall not make God's thrcatnings, any more than his promifes, 01 
none effect. The juftice and truth of God are here written in 
bloody characters for the conviction or the confufion of all thofe 
that make a jefl of his threatnings : Let them not be deceived* Get 
is not mocked. 
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Since it is certainly true what Solomon faith contrary to the common opinion of the worlds that Sorrow is better than 
laughter, and 9 It is better to go into the houfe of mourning, than into the houfe of feafting, we fhould come to 
the reading and confideration of the melancholy chapters of this book, not only willingly, but with an expe£iation to 
edify ourfelves by them ; which that we may do, we muft compofe ourfelves to a holy fadnefs, and rcfolve to weep 
with the weeping prophet. Let us tonftder, (i.) The title of this book in the Hebrew it has none, hit is called 
(as the books of Mofes are) fro?n the firjl word Ecah, how ; but the Jewifh commentators call it as the Greeks do* 
and we from them, Kinoth, Lamentations. As we have facred odes, or fongs of joy, fo have we facred elegies-, or 
fongs of lamentation ; fuch variety of methods has infinite fVifdom taken to work upon us and move our affections v 
and fo foften our hearts, and make them fufceptible of the imprefiions of divine truths, as the wax. of the feal.- We 
have not only piped unto you, but have mourned likewife, Matt. xi. 17. (2.) The penman of this book - 9 it was 
Jeremiah the prophet, who is here Jeremiah the poet, and vates fignifics both \ therefore this book is fitly adjoined to 
the look of his prophecy, and is an appendix to it. We had there at large the predictions of the deflations of Judah 
. and Jerufalem, and then the hi/lory of them, to fhew how pU725lually the predictions were accomplifioed, for the con- 
firming of our faith : Now here we have the exprefiftons of his forrow upon occafion of them, to fhew that he was 



the contrary, the 
head water, and 



Though his 



very fincere in the protejlations he had often made, that he did not defire the woful day, but, on 
pofpeft of it filled him with bittemefs : IVhen he faw thefe calamities at a difiance, he wifhed his 
his eyes fountains of tears ; and when they came, he made it to appear he did not diffemble in that wijh^ and that 
he was far from being difaffeSted to his country, which was the crime his enemies charged him with, 
country had been very unkind to him, and though the ruin of it was both a p?:oof that he zvas a true -prophet, and 
a pinijhment of them for profecuting him as a falfe prophet, which would have tempted him to rejoice in it, yet 
he fadly lamented it, and herein fhewed a better temper than that which Jonah was of, with refpeSt to Nineveh. 
(%.) The occafion of thefe Lamentations was the deftniolion of Jit dab a?id Jerufalem by the Chaldean army, a7id 
the Aijfolution of the Jezvifh fate-, both civil and ecclefiafiical thereby. Some of the Rabbins will have thefe to be 
the Lamentations which Jeremiah penned upon occafion of the death of J oft ah, which are mentioned 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 25. But though it is true that that opened the door to all the following calamities, yet thefe Lamentations feem 
to be penned in the fight, not in the fore fight of thofe calamities ; when they were already come, not when they were 
at a difiance \ and there is nothing of Jofiah in them, and his praife, as was, no queftion, in the Lamentations for 
him. No, it is Jerufale?n 9 s funeral that this is an elegy upon. Others of them will have thefe Lamentations to 
be contained in the roll which Baruch wrote from Jeremiah* s mouth, and which. Jehoiakim burnt, and they fuggeft, 
that at firjl there were in it only the firft, fecond,. and fourth chapters, but the third and fifth were the many like 
words that were afterwards added ; but this is a groundlefs fancy, that roll is exprefiy faid to be a repetition and 
fummary of the prophets fermons, Jen xxxvi. 2-. (^.) The compofure of it : it is not only poetical, but alphabeti- 
cal, all except the fifth chapter, as fome of David's pfalms are ; each verfe beginning with a fevera.l letter in the 
order of the Hebrezv alphabet, the firft aleph, the fecond beth, &c. but the third chapter is a triple alphabet, the 
three firft beginning with aleph, the three next with beih b Sec. which was a help to ?nemory, it being defigned that 
theft 7iiournful ditties fhould be got by heart, and was an elegance in writing then valued, and therefore not now to 
be defoifed. They obferve, that in the fecond, third arid, fourth chapters the letter pe is put before ajin^ which in all 
the Hebrew alphabets follow it-, for a reafon of which T>r. Lightfoot offers this conjecture, That the letter ajin, 
'which is the nmneral letter for LXX 3 was thus, by being difplaced-, ?nade remarkable, to put them in mind of 
the fiventy years, at the end of which God would turn again their captivity. (5.) The ufe of it : Of great ufe, 
■no doubt, it was to the pious Jews in their fufferings, fur nifhing them with fpiritual language to exprefs their natu- 
ral grief by ; helping to preferve the lively remembrance of Zion among the?n and their children that never faw it* 
when they were in Babylon ; directing their tears into the right chanel ; for they are here taught to mourn for fin^ 
and mourn to God ; and withal encouraging their hopes, that God would yet return and have mercy upon them, 
And it is of ufe to us, to affeol us with godly forrow for the calamities of the church of God,Y as becomes thofe that 



are living members, of it, and are refolved to take our lot with it. 
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CHAP. L 



tVe have here the firfil alphabet of this lamentation , iwenty-iwo Jlan- 
iza's, in zvhich the miferies of Jerufalern are bitterly bewailed, 
*ind her prcfent deplorable condition aggravated, by comparing it 
with her for?ner profperons Jlate \ and all along fin is acknowledge 
- ed and complained of as the procuring caufe of all thefe miferies \ 
tyid Gcd is appealed to for jujfke againjl their cne?nies, and appli- 
. ed to for compaffwn towards them. The chapter is all of a piece, 
■and the feveralremtmfilrances arc interwoven but here is, I. A 
Complaint 7nade to God of their calamities, and his cc?npaJJionaie 

II. 2. ^ 



emptied of her "Children, is folitary a'nd forrowful as a wl \ ' 
nofemily, no ftate, not jerufalern, no, nor feabvlon \ C ^,^ 



? 1 J-vC* 

fecurie and fay, I fit as , a queen, and fhall never Jit ^ ^ 



Ifa. xlvti; 8. Rev. xviih 7. 



as a 



Widcy? 



2. A city that had dominion, is now in fubfe&ion Ck 
been great among the nations, greatly loved by iome and ' 
feared by others, and greatly obferVed and obeyed by both 
made her prefects,- andothers paid her taxegr^o (hat (t ew |-| 
prhicefs among the provinces, and every fheaf bowed to hers ^ * 



the tables 



confi deration defired, ver. I, 

to their friends, and their compajfionate confederation defired, ver 

An appeal io God, and his righteoufnefs, concern- 



the princes of the people intreated her favour/:* But now ^^'^ 
are turned, fhe lias not only loft her friend^ dnti Jits fofo ' 9 lZ f? 
has loft her freedom too, and fits tributary ; fhe paid tribu^Pf v 
%efa?ne"c^laimmade \ gyP* firft, and then to Babylon 



not 



12,-17. 3. 

ing it, ver. 1 8,*— 22. in zvhich he is jvjlificd in their afiliclion. 
and is humbly Jolli cited to jujlify himfelf in their deliverance. 



. Note, Sin brings a peonle^ ^ 

only into, folitude, but into flavery. ^ } 

3. A city that ufed to be full of mirth, is now become m f 
chcly, and, upon all accounts, full of grief. Jerufalern had? 1 " 
a joyous city, whither the tribes went up on purpofe to reln^- l 
fore the Lord \ it has been the joy of the whde earth 




full of people I bow is fhe become as a wi- 
dow ! flie that was great among the nati- 
ons, and princefs among the provinces, 
become tributary! 2. She weepeth fore in 
the night, aiid her tears are on her cheeks : among all 
her lovers fhe hath none to comfort her, all her friends 
have dealt treacheroufly with her, they are become her 
enemies. 3. Judah is gone into .captivity, becaufe of 
affliction, and becaufe of great fervitude : fhe dwelleth 
among the heathen, fhe findeth no reft : all her persecu- 
tors overtook her between the ftraits. 4. The ways of 
Zion do mourn, becaufe none come to the folemn 
feafts : all her gates are defolate : her priefts figh 5 her 
virgins are afflifted, and fhe is in bitternefs. 5 
adverfaries are the chief, her enemies profper : for the 
LORD hath affiicfled her ; for the multitude of her 
tranfgreffions, her children are gone into captivity be- 

6. And from the daughter of Zion all 




fore the enemy, 
her beauty is departed : . her 



become like 



princes are 

harts that find, no pafture, and they are gone without 
ftrength before the purfuer. 7. Jerufalern remembred 
in. the days of her affli6lion, and of her miferies, all 
her pleafant. things that fhe had in the days of old, 
when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and 
none did help her, the adverfaries law her, and did 
mock at her fabbaths. 8. Jerufalern hath grievoufly 

therefore fhe is removed : 



finned 



all that honoured her, 



defpife her, becaufe they have feen her nakednefs : yea, 
/he figheth, and turneth backward. 9. Her filthinefs 
is in her fkirts, fhe remembreth not her Jaft end, there- 
fore fhe came dov/n wonderfully : fhe had no comfor- 
ter : O LORD, behold my affliftion : for the enemy 
hath magnified himfelf. 10. The adversary hath fpread 
out his hand upon all her pleafant things : for fhe* hath 
feen that the heathen entred into her fandtuary, whom 
thou didft command that they fliould not enter into thy 
congregation. 11. AH her people figh, they feek 
bread, they have given their pleafant things for meat 
to relieve the foul : 
I am become vile. 



fee, O LORD, and confider, for 



It is 



Thofe that have any difpofition to weep with the?n that weep, 
one v/ould think, fhouki fcarce be able to refrain from tears at ths: 
ading of thefe verfes, lo very pathetical are the lamentations here. 
I. The miferies of Jerufalern are here complained of as very pref- 
fing, and, by many circumftances, v£ry much aggravated. Let 
us take a view of thefe miferies. 
(1.) As to their civil ftate. 

t. A city that was populous, is now depopulated, ver, t. 
fpoken of by way of admiration ; Who would have thought that 
ever it fhould come to this ! Or by way of enquiry ; What is it 
that hath brought it to this ? Or by way of lamentation ; Alas, 
Ttlas, (as Rev. xviii. 10, 16, 1Q.) how doth the city fit folitary, that 
was full of people/ She was full of her own people, that rcpleni/h- 
ed her ; and full. of the people of other nations that relbrtcd to her; 
with whom fhe had both profitable commerce, and pleafant con- 
verfe : But now her own people are carried into captivity, and 
grangers make no court to her ; fhe fits folitary : The chief places 
t)f the city, are not now, as they ufed to be, places of concourfe, 
where wifdom cried, Prov. i. 20, 21. and juftly zre they left un- 
frequented, becaufe wifdom's cry there was not heard. Note, 
Thofe that are never fo much increafed, God can foen dirninifh. 
How ts fie become as a zvidow / Her king that was, or fhould 
have been as a husband to her, is cut eff and gone : Her God is 
departed- irorn her, and hath given her a bill of divorce : She is 



O W doth the city fit fohtary, 0* «, j 

frill r\f r\f*r\r\\& J Una*, ic Ik^ hprnmp nc c\ W1- I r ~_ • r , i r ^^ ^ . . ,UUifl wl uu m 

weep in fecret, in filence, and fohtude ; in the 7iight, when otK 



t . re J°icc be- 
biit . 

s ^0 thai* 



rs 

upon her 



compofe themfelves to reft, her thoughts are moil intent 
troubles, and grief then plays the tyrant. What th* pronW 
head was for her, when, (he regarded it not, now her head i s 
waters, and her eyes fountains of tears, fo that fhe weeps 4avo\ 
night, Jer. ix. r. her tears are continually on her cheeks: Tfaoual 



nothing dries away fooner than a tear, yet frefh griefs extort f« 
tears, fo that her cheeks are never free from.theni. 



Note <* fe 

is nothing more commonly feen under the fun, than thenars eft? 
opprejfed, with whom the clouds return after the ram, EccI iv 1 

4. Thofe that were feparated from the heathen, now dwell d 
mong the heathen ; that were a peculiar people, are now a minted 
people, ver. 3. Judah is gone into captivity, out of their own land 
into the land of their enemies, and there fhe abides, and is likely 
to abide, among thofe that are aliens to God, arid the covenants 
of promife, with whom J}>e findeth no rejl, no fatisfa&ion of mind 
nor any fettlement of abode, but is continually hurried from pho- 
to place, at the will of the victorious, imperious tyrants. And" 
again, ver. 5. H*r children are gone into captivity before the encmr 
they that were to have been the feed of the next generation are car- 
ried off 5 fo that the land that is now defolate is Hkely to be frill de- 
fokte, and loft, for want of heirs. Thofe that dwell anion* their 
own people, and that a free people, and in their' own land, would 
be more thankful for the mercies they thereby enjoy, if they would 
but confider the miferies of thoie that are forced 'into ftran<4 coun- 
tries. 0 

5. Thofe that ufed in their wars to conquer, are now conque- 
red, and triumphed over. All her perfecutors overtook her between 
thejlraits, ver. 3. they gained all poffible advantages againft her, 
fo that her people unavoidably fell into the hand of the enemy, for 
there was no way to efcape, ver. 7. they were hemmed in on eve- 
ry fide, and whichjway foever they attempted to f3ee, they found 

,. _ ... rr 1 an j wJlCn they ma(Jc ^ of 



themfelves em ba railed 



they could make nothing of it, but were overtaken, and overcome; 
fo that every where her adverfaries arc the chief, and her emnh 
profper, ver. 5. which way foever their fword turns they get the 
better. Such ftraits do men bring themfelves into by fin ! If we 
allow that which is our greateft adver/ary and enemy to have do- 
minion over us, and to be chief in us, juftly will our other ere ab 
be fuffered to have dominion over us. 

6. Thofe that had been not only a diftinguifhed but a dignified 
people, on whom God had put honour, and to whom all their 
neighbours had paid refpe6t, arc npw brought into contempt, wr. 
8.^ All that honoured her before, defpife her; thofe that courted an 
alliance with her, now value it not 5 that careffed her, when (he 
was in pomp and profperity, flight her now fhe is in diftrefs, be- 
caufe they have feen her nakednefs. By the prevalency of the ene- 
mies againft her they perceive her weaknefs, and that fhe is not fo 
ftrong a people as they thought fhe had been ; and by the prevalen- 
cy of God's judgments againft her they perceive her wiefcednefs, 
which now comes to light, and is every where talked of. Now it 
appears how they have vilified themfelves by their fins, the enemies 
magnify themfelves againft them, &er. 9. they trample upon them, 
and infult over them, and in their eyes they are become vile, the 
tail of the nations, that were the head. Note, Sin is the reproach 
of any people. 

7. Thofe that lived in a fruitful land, were ready to perifh, and 
many of them did perifh for want of neceiTary food, ver. II. M 
her people figh in defpondency and defpair, they are ready to feint 
away, their fpirits fail, and therefore they figh, for they feek bread, 
and feek it in vain : They were brought at°laft to that extremity, 
that there was no bread for the people of the land, Jer. lii. 6. 

in their captivity they had much ado to get bread, chap. v. & 
They have given their pleafant things, their jewels and pictures, 
and all the furniture of their clofets and cabinets, which they ufed 
to pleafe themfelves with looking upon, they have fold thefe to buy 
bread for themfelves and their families, have parted with them fr 
?neat to releive the foul, or, as the margin is, to ?nake the foul cans, 
again, when they were ready to faint away. They defwed no other 
cordial but meat. All that a man hath will he give for life, and 
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t w hich is the ftafF of life. Let thofe that abound in 
r t things, not be proud of them, or fond of them, for the 
n _—„ come when they may be glad to let them go for neceflary 



content with it, and thankful for it, though they have 



time may thofe who have competent food to relieve their 

things- Anaict ^ , t t ^ r . , t , , 

foul, b e 
^ot pkafant things. 

/ ) We have here ail account or their mifenes m their eccleli- 
yV ^ ate the ruin of their facred intereft, which was much 
to be 'lamented than that of their fecular concerns. 
in ° re ^^gjj. religious feafls were no more obferved, no more fre- 

1 ted 4* ^ 7e WCi y 5 °f ^ on ^° mourn -> trje y look melah- 

r overgrown with grafs and weeds. It ufed to be a pleafant 

x° fion to fee people continually paffing and repaffing in thehigh- 
that led to the temple, but now you may ftand there long e- 
^crh and fee no body ftir, for none Come to the fole?nn feajls, a full 
^djs put to them by the deftru£tion of that which was the city bf 
611 fole?nnities, I^a. xxxiii. 2o. The folemn feajls had been neglefled 
d profaned, Ifa- >• IX ? I2 « arK * therefore juftly is an end now 
^ to them : But when thus the ways of Zion are made to mourn, 
"11 the fens of Zion cannot but mourn with them. It is very grie- 
ousto good men to fee religious aflemblies broken up and (battered , 
and thofe reftrained from them that would gladly attend them. 
And as the ways of Zion mourned, fo the gates of Zion, in which the 
e - t hful worfliippers ufed to meet, are deflate, for there is none to 

Time was when the Lord loved the gates of Zion 

; hath forfaken 



put 



men ; they arc his infti'tutiens, but they are her pri- 
vileges ; and the contempt put upon fabbaths all the fons of Zroh 
take to themfelves, and lay to heart accordingly ; and will riot * 
look upon fabbaths, or any other divine ordinances, as lefe honour- 
able, nor value^ them lefs, for their being, mocked at. . 

6. That which greatly aggravated all thefe grievances was, tWt 
her prefent ftate was juft the reverie of what it had been when time 
was, ver. 7. Now, in the days of affliction an'k mifery, when every 
thing was black and difmal, fie remembers all her pleafani things 
that Jhc had in the days of old, and now knows how to value them 
better than formerly when fhe had the full enjoyment of them; 
God often makes us know the worth of mercies by the want of 
them. And adverfity is moft hardly born by thofe that are fallen 
into it from the height of profperity. This cut David to the 
heart, when he was banifhed from God's ordinances, that he could 
remember when he ivent with the multitude to tie houfe of God, 
Pfalmxlii. 4. J J > 

2. The fins "of Jertifalehi are here complained of as the p'rocu^ 
ring:, provoking caufe of all thefe calamities : Whoever are the in- 



nieet in them. 

m re than all the dwellings of Jacob, but now h 
them and is provoked to withdraw from them, and therefore it 
cannot but fare with them, as it did with the temple, when Chrift 
itted ; t Behold your houfe is left unto you deflate, Matt, xxiii. 

2 Their religious perfons were quite difabled to perform their 
wonted fervices, were quite difpirited ; her priejls figh, for the de- 
flations of the temple, their fongs are turned into fighs ; ..they figh 
for they have nothing to do, and therefore there is nothing to be 
had ; they figh as the people, ver. 1 1 . for want of bread, becaufe 
the offerings of the Lord, which were there livelihood, failed. It 
is time to figh when the priefts the Lord's minifters figh. 
tins alfo, that ufed, with their mufick and dancing, to grace the 
folemnities of their feafls, are affliSled, and in heavinefs. Notice is 
taken of their fervice in the day of Zion's profperity, Pfalm lxviii. 
25. Among them ivere the damfels playing with timbrels, and there- 
fore notice is taken of the failing of it now. Her virgins are af- 
flified, and therefore Jhe is in bitternefs, i. e. all the inhabitants of 
Zion are fo, whofe chara&er it is, that they are forrowfid for the 
folemi affirnbly, and that to them the reproach of it is a burthen, 
Zeph. iii. 18. 

3. Their religious places were profaned, ver. 10. "The heathen 
entered into her fancluary, into the temple it felf, into which no 
Ifraelite was permitted to enter, though never fo reverently and de- 
voutly, but the priefts only : The Jlrangcr that comes nigh, even to 
worfliip there, Jhall be put to death: Thither the heathen now 
crowd rudely in, not to worfhip, but to plunder. God had com- 
manded that the heathen J})ould not fo much as enter into the congre- 
gation^ nor be incorporated with the people of the Jews, Deut. 
xxiii. 3. yet now they enter into the fancluary without controll. 
Note, Nothing is more grievous to thofe who have a true concern 
for the glory of God, nor is more lamented, than the violation of 
God's laws, and the contempt they fee put upon facred things. 
What the enemy did wickedly in the fancluary, was complained of, 

Pfalm Ixxiv. 3, 4. 

4. Their religious utenfils, and all the rich things with which 
the temple was adorned and beautified, and which were made ufe 
of in the worfhip of God, were made a prey to the enemy, ver. 
10. The adverfary hath fpread out his hand upon all her pleafant 
things, hath grafped them all, feized them all for himfelf : What 
thefe pleafant things are we may learn from, If a. lxiv. 1 r. where, 
to the complaint of the burning of the temple, it is added, all our 
pleafant things are laid wafle ; the ark and the altar, and all the 
other tokens of God's pretence with them, thefe were their plea- 
fant things above any other things, and thefe were now broken to 
pieces, and carried away : Thus from the daughter of Zion all her 
beauty is departed, ver. 6. T'he beauty of holinefs was the heauty of 
the daughter of Zion ; the temple, that holy and beautiful houfe, 
when that was deflroyed, her beauty was gone 3 that was the 
breaking of the fiajf of beauty, the taking away of the pledges and 

feals of the covenant, Zech. xi. 10. 

5. Their religious days were made a jeft of, ver. 7. The adver- 
firies fazv her, and did mock at her fabbaths : They laughed at 
them for their obferving of one day in feven, as a day of reft from 
worldly bufinefs : Juvenal, a heathen poet, ridicules the Jews in 
his time for it, Cm feptima qua que fuit lux ignava, £5f vita: partem 
non attigit idlai/i, for lofing a feven th part of their time ; whereas 
fabbaths, if they be fantHfied as they ought to be, will turn to a 
better account, than all the days of the week befide. And where- 
as the Jews profefied they did it in obedience to their God, and to 
bis honour, they asked them what thev got by it now, what pro- 
fit had they in keeping the ordinances of their God, who now de- 
bited them in their diftrefs. Note, It is a very great trouble to 
a 'l that love God, to hear his ordinances mocked at, and particu- 
larly his fabbaths ; Zion calls them her fabbaths, for the fabbath 

N°. LXVI. 



ftrumente, God is the author of all thefe troubles, it is the Lord 
that has afflicled her, ver. 5. and he has done it as a righteous 
Judge, for Jhe has finned. 

(1.) Her fins are for number numberlefs : Are her troubles ma* 
ny ? her fins are many more : It is for the multitude of hertranf- 
grejffons that the Lord has afflicletl her. See Jer. xxx. 1 4. When 
the tranfgreffions of a people are multiplied, we cannot fay, as Job 
doth, it is without caufe that their zvounds are multiplied, Job ix-. 

(2.) They are for nature exceeding heinous* ver. 8. fcrufalem 
hath grievoujly Jinned ; hath finned Jin, fo the word is ; finned wil- 
fully, deliberately ; hath finned that fin, which of all others is the' 
abominable thing that the Lord hates, the fin of idolatry. The 
fins of Jerufaiem, that makes fuch a prdfeffiori, and enjoys fuch 
privileges, are of all other the moft grievous fins. She hath fumed 
grievonfly, ver. 8. and therefore, ver. 9. fhe cctne dozun wonder* 
fully. Note, Grievous fins bring wondrous ruin ; there are feme 

Her vir- | workers of iniquity to whom there is a ftrange punifhment, Job 

xxxi. 3. 

(3.) They are fuch fins as may plainly be read in the punrfh- 
ment. 1. They have been very oppreflive, and therefore are juft- 
ly opprefled, ver. 3. Judah is gone into captivity, and it is, becauje 
of affliclion and great ferviiude, i. e. becaufe the rich among therri 
afHicted the poor, and. made them ferve with rigour, and particu- 
larly (as the Chaldee paraphrafeth it) becaufe they had opprefled 
their Hebrew fervanfs, which is tharged upon them, jer. xxxiv. 
11. Oppreffion was one bf their crying iihs, jer. vi. 6, 7. and 
it is a fin that cries loud. 2. They have made themfelves vile, 
and therefore are juftly vilified : They all defpife her, ver. 8. for 
her flthinefs is in her skirts ; it appears upon her garments that 
fhe hath rolled them in the mire of fin. None can ftain our 
glory, if we did not ftain it our /elves. 3. They have been very 
fecure, and therefore are juftly furprised with this ruin, ver. 94 
She remcmbreth not her lajfl end, fhe did not take the warning that 
was given her to covfider her latter end, to confider what would be 
the end of fuch wicked courfes as fhe took, and therefore ftie came 
down wonderfully, in an aftonifhifjg manner, that fhe might be 
made to feel what (he would not fear j therefore God fhall make 



their plagues Wonderful. 

3. Jerufalem's friends are here complained of as falfe and faint- 
hearted, and very unkind ; they have all dealt treacheroufy with 
her, ver. 2. fo that, in effe£t, they are become her enemies. Ker 
deceivers have created her as much vexation as her deftroyers : The 
ftafF that breaks under us may do us as great a miichief as the Jlajf 
that beats us, Ezek. xxix. 6, 7- Her princes, that fhould have 
protedled her, have not courage enough to make head againft the 
enemy for their own prefervation ; they are like harts, that, upon 
the firft alarm, betake themfelves to flight, and make no refiftancej 
nay, they are like harts that are famiihed for want of pajlure, and 
therefore are gone without Jirengtb before the purfuer, and, having 
no ftrength for flight, are fcon run down and made a prey of. 
Her neighbours are unneighbourly, for, 1. There is hone to help 
her, ver. 7. either they could notj or would not; nay, 2. She 1 
has no comforter, none to fympathize with her, or fuggeft any 
thing to alleviate her griefs, ver. 7, 9. like Job's friends, they faW 
it was to no purpofe, her grief was fo great ; and mijerable com- 
forters zvere they all in fuch a cafe. 

4. Jerufalem's God is here complained to, concerning all thefe 
things, and all is referred to his companionate confideration, ver. 9. 
O Lord, behold ?ny affliclicn, and take cognizance of it; and, 
ver. 11. See, O Lord, and confider, take order about it. Note, 
The only way to make our feives eafy under our burthens is, to 
caft them upon God firft, and leave it to him to do with us as 
feemeth him good. 

12.? Is it nothing to you, all ye that pafs by ? behold 
and fee, if there be any forrow like unto my forrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath 
afflicted me, in the day of his fierce anger. 13. From 
above hath he fent fire into my bones, and it prevailed! 
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but the hand of his pardoning mercy will unbind it. r 



Sh 



•againft them : he hath fpread a net for my feet, he , « r — £ a / ™ — 5 . • 

hath turned me back : he hath made me defoiate, and \ one in the dirt, and he it is that has «rw&Em «*4r foot all kt 

faint all the day -TlT#« — ^f mir ^nf^nnQ i* 1 nighty men, that has difabled them to ftand, and overthrow ,iZ r 



me 



1 6. For 



a menftruous woman among them. 



I4» The yoke of my tranfgreffions is 
bound by .his hand : they are wreathed, and come up 
upon my neck : he hath made my fcrength to fall, the 
LORD hath delivered me into their hands, from whom 
I am not able to rife up. 15. The LORD hath 
trodden under foot all my mighty men in the midft of 

he hath called an aflembly againft me, to crufh 
my young men : the LORD hath trodden the virgin, 
the daughter of Judah, as in a wine-prefs. 
thefe things I weep, mine eye, mine eye runneth down 
with water, becaufe the comforter that fhould relieve 
my foul, is far from me : my children are defoiate, be- 
caufe the enemy prevailed. 17. Zi on fpreadeth forth 
her hands, and there is none to comfort her : the 
LORD hath commanded concerning Jacob, that his 
ndverfaries Jhould he round about him : Jerufalem is as 

18. 5 The LORD 
is righteous, for I have rebelled againft his command- 
ment : hear, I pray you, all people, and behold my 
forrow : my virgins and my young men are gone into 
captivity. 19. I called for my lovers, but they decei- 
ved me j my priefts and mine elders gave up the ghoft 
in the city, while they fought their meat to relieve 
their fouls. 20. Behold, O LORD, for I am in di- 
ftrels , my bowels are troubled ; mine heart is turned 
within me, for I have grievoufly rebelled : abroad the 
lword bereaveth, at home there is as death. 21. They 
have heard that I figh, there is none to comfort me : 
all mine enemies have heard of my trouble, they are 
glad that thou haft done // ; thou wilt bring the day 
that thou haft called, and they {hall be like unto me. 
22. Let all their wickednefs come before thee : and do 
unto them, as thou haft done unto me for all my tranf- 
greffions : for my fighs are many, and my heart is 
faint. 

The complaints here are for fubftance the fame with thofe in 
the foregoing part of the chapter ; but in thefe verles the prophet, 
in the name of the lamenting church, doth more particularly ac- 
knowledge the hand of God in thefe calamities, and the righteous- 
ness of his hand. 

1. The church in di'rrefc dot!} here magnify her affliction ; and 
yet no more than there was caufe for ; her groaning was not hea- 
vier than her ftrokes. She appeals , to all fpeSators, See if there be 
ary for row like unto my forrcw, ver. 12. This might, perhaps, he 
truly faid of Jerusalem's griefs, but we are apt to apply it too fen- 
fibly to our felves when we arc in trouble, and more than there is 
caufe for. Becaufe we feel mod: from our own burthen, and can- 
not be perfwaded to reconcile our felves to it, we are ready to cry 
out, Surely, never was forrozo like unto our farrow ; whereas, if 
our troubles were to be thrown into a common ftocfc with thofe 
of others, and then an equal dividend made, fhare and fharc like, 
rather than fland to that, we would each of us fay, Pray 
my own again. 

2. She doth here look beyond the mlrrurnents to the author of 
her troubles, and own them all to be directed, determined, and 
clifpofeJ of by him. It is the Lord that has afflicted me, and he 
has afflicled ?ne, becaufe he is angry with me - the greatnefs of his 
difpkafure may be meafured by the greatnefs of my diftrefs ; it is in 
the day of his fierce anger, ver. 12. Afflictions cannot but be ve- 
ry much our griefs, when we fee them arifing from God's wrath ; 
lb 1 he church doth here. 1. She is as one in a fever, and the fe- 
ver is of God's fending •> he haih fent fire into my bones, ver. 13. 
preternatural heat, which prevails agau.fi them, fo that they are 
burnt like a hearth, Pfalm cii. 3. pained and wailed, and dried a- 

2. She is as one in a net, which the more he ftrusr^Ies to 
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way. 

get out of, the more be is entangled in, and this net is of^God's 
fpreading : The enemies could not have fuccceded in their ftrara- 
gems, but that God hath fpread a -net for my feet. 3. She is as 
one in a wildernefs, whole way is cmbarraffed, folitary, and tire- 
feme ; he haih turned ?ne bock, that I cannot go on, haih made me 
defoiate, that I have nothing to fuppcrt me with, but am faint all 
the day. 4. She is as one in a yoke, not yoked for fervicc, but 
for penance, tied neck and heels together, ver. 14. The yoke of my 
tranfgreffions is bound by his hand. Obferve, we never are entan- 
gled in any yoke but it is framed out of our own tranfgreffions : 
r l he finner is holden with the cards of his own fins, Prov, v. 22. 
7 he yoke of Ch rift's commands is un eafy yoke, Matt. xi. -30. but 
tl at of our own tranfgre£-ons is a heavy one. God is faid to bind 
tl is yoke when he chargeth guilt upon us, and brings us into thofe 
iivward and outward troubles which our fins have deierved ; when 
confeience, as his deputy, binds us over to his judgment, then the 
\cke is bound and tvrcaihid by the hand of his juftice, and nothing 



by one judgment after another, and fo left them to be rra } 
upon by their proud conquerors, ver. 15. Nay, fhe is as one^ 
wine-prefs, not only trodden clown, but trodden to pieces, c-ufc * 
as grapes in the wine-prefs of God's wrath, and her blood n r fl\l 
out as wine, and it is God that has thus trodden the vir^n H- 
daughter of Judah. 6. She is in the hand of her enemies^ and * 
is the Lord that has delivered her into their' hands, ver. 14. \ e j^ 
made ?ny Jlrength to fall, fo that / am not able to make head a^U 
them ; nay, not only not able to rife up againft them, bat n*t 
ble to rife up from them, and then he hath delivered me into ~ih\ 
hands; nay, wr, 15. he hath called an ajfevihly againft tne \ 
crujh my young men, and fuch an aflembly, as it is in vain to thin* 
of oppoiing; and again, ver. 17. The Lord has commanded & 
cerning Jacob, that his adverfaries Jhould be round about him. \\ 
that had many a time commanded deliverances for Jacob, pf a ] 
xliv. 4. now commands an invafion againft Jacob, becaufe Tnrok 
had di fob eyed the commands of his law. 

3. She juftly demands a ihare in the pity and companion of thof 
that were the fpediators of her mifery, ver.X2. Is it nothing to you G \i 
ye thatpafs by ? Can you look upon me without concern ? Wharf 
are your hearts as adamants, and your eyes as marbles, that you 
cannot beftow upon me one compaiEonate thought, or look or 
tear ? Are not you alfo in the body ? Is it nothing to you that 
your neighbour's houfe is on fire ? There are thofe to whom Zi* 
on's forrows and ruins are nothing ; they are not grieved for the 
ajfiiclion of Jofeph. How pathetically doth (he beg their compani- 
on ! ver. 18. Hear, I pray you, all people, and behold my farrow • 
Hear my complaints, and fee what caufe I have for them! This 
is a requeft like that of Job, chap. xix. 21. Have pity, have pity 
upon me, O ye my friends ! It helps to make a burthen fit lighter 
if cur friends fympathize with us, and mingle their tears without 
for that is an evidence that, though we are in afrlic~tion, we are 
not in contempt, which is commonly as much dreaded in anaffli. 
£lion as any thing. 

4. She juftifies her own grief, though it was very extream, for 
thefe calamities, ver. 16. For thefe things I zveep, I weep in the 
night, ver. 2. when none fees, mine eye, mine eye runs down ivhh 
water. Note, This world is a vale of tears to the people of God; 
Zion's fons are often Z ion's mourners; 'Lion fpreads forth kr 
hands, ver. 17. which is here an experffion xather of defpairthan 
of deli re ; fhe flings out her hands as giving all for gone. Letu$ 
fee how ihe accounts for this paftionate grief. 1. Her God is with- 
drawn from her 5 



I 



and Micah, that had but gods of gold, when 
they were flolen from him, cried out, Jt'hat have I more ? And 
what is tins that ye fay unto me ? *Ff>at aileih thee P The church 
here grieves excelHvely, lor, faith ihe, the comforter that ficuld n- 
li eve my foul is far from me ; God is the comforter, he ufed to be 
fo to her, he only can adminiftcr effectual comforts, it is hb 
word that fpeaks them, it is his Spirit that fpcaks them to us: 
His are ftrong confblations, able to relieve the fold, to bring it back 
when it is gone, and we cannot of our felves fetch it again ; but 
now he is departed in difpleafurc, he is far from, me, and beholds 
me afar off. Note, It is no marvel that the fouls of the faints 
faint away, when God, who is the only comforter that can relieve 
them, keeps at a diftance. 2. Her children are removed from her, 
and are in no capacity to heip her 3 it is for them fhe weeps, as 
Rachel for hers, becaufe they were not, and therefore. fhe refufethtu 
be comforted. Her children were defoiate, becaufe the enemy pre- 
vailed againft them, there is none of all her fons to take her by tht 
hand, Ifa. li. iS. they cannot help themfelves, and how fbouid 
they help her ? Both the damfeis and the youths, that were her 
joy and hope, are gone into captivity, ver. 18. It is faid of tltf 
Chaldeans, that they had no compafjio?i upon young men or mauling 
not on the fair fex, not on the blooming age, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. 

Her friends failed her, feme would not, and others could not 
give her any relief. She fpread forth her hands, as begging relief, 
but there is none to comfort her, ver. 17. none that can do it, none 
that cares to do it ; fhe called for her lovers, and, to engage them 
to help her, called them her lovers, but they deceived her, -ver. 19* 
they proved like the brooks in fummer to the thirfty traveller <> JM> 
vi. 15. Note, Thofe creatures that we fet our hearts upon, and 
raife cur expectations from, we are commonly deceived and difap- 
pointed in. Her idols were her lovers, Egypt and Aflyria were 
her confidents, but they deceived .her : Thofe that made court to 
her in her profperity, were fhy of her, and {trange to her, in her 
adverfity. Happy they that have made God their friend, and keep 
themfelves in his love, for he will not deceive them ! 4. Thofc? 
whofc oflice it was to guide her, were difabled to do her any fa- 
vice : The prie/fs and the elders, that fhould have appeared at^ the 
head of aSairs, die for hunger, ver, 19. they gave up thegsfi 
or, were ready to expire, while they fought their meat ; weut 5 
begging for bread to keep them alive. c ihe famine is fore 
in the land, when there is no bread to the wife, when priefts aiw. 
elders are ftarved. The pricfls and ciders /hould have been her 
comforters, but how {hould they comfort others, when they them* 
felves were comfortlefs ? They have heard .that I Jigh, *vhic» 

fhould have fummcned them to mine afMancc. but there is- nam P 
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Lover and friend hajl thou put far from me. 5 , 

and then infulted over her ; 



Her 



Snto were too hard for her, 

■have prevailed) ver. 1 6. Abroad the jzvord bereaveth, 



a 



they 
nd flays all 



\ t comes in its way, and £07/7* all provifions are cut off by 
the befiegers? fo that i* as death, i. e. famine, which is as 



bad 



as the peftilence, or worfe. The Jzvord without \ and terror 
" 'thin Deut. xxxii. 25. And as the enemies were very barbarous 
*hat were the inftruments of the calamity, fo v/ere they that were 
the ftanders by, the Edomites and Ammonites, that bore ill will 
Ifrael, they have heard of my trouble, and are glad that thou hafl 
4onc it l y ver * 2I * *key rejoice in the trouble it felf, they rejoice 
that it is God's doing, it pleafeth them to find that God and his 
Ifrael are fallen out, and they carry it accordingly, with a great 
deal of ftrangenefs towards them : Jerufalem is as a menflruous 
woman among them, that they are afraid of touching, and are fhy 
of ver. 17- Upon all thefe accounts, it cannot be wondred at, 
nor can fhe be blamed, that her figks are many, in grieving for 

and her heart is faint , (ver. 22.) in fear of what is yet 



what is, 
further likely to be. 

5, She juftifies God in all that is brought upon her, acknow- 
ledging that her fins had deferved thefe fevere chaftenings. The 
0 j? c that lies fo heavy, and binds fo hard, is the yoke of her tranfi 
l r£ jJ;Qijs, ver. 14. The fetters we are held in are of our own ma- 
Jung, and it is with our own rod that we are beaten. V/hen the 
church had fpoken here, as if fhe thought the Lord fcvere, {he 
doth weli to correct her felf, at leaft to explain her felf, by ac- 
knowledging, ver. 18. The Lord is righteous: He doth us no 
wren* in dealing thus with us, nor can we charge him with any 
injuftice in it ; how unrighteous foever men are, we are fure the 
lord is righteous, and manifefts his ju ft ice, though they contradict 
all the laws of theirs. Note, Whatever our troubles are, which 
God is pleafed to inflicl: upon us, we muft own that therein he is 

• we underftand neither him nor our felves if we do not 



pointed 



and fo it goes on, Let their wickeduefs come before 



thee, let it come to be remembred, let it come to be reckoned 
for ; take vengeance on them, for all the wrong they have done 
me, Pfnlm cix. 14, 15. hafren the time when thou wilt do to 



to me. 



them, for their tranfgrefiion, as thou hajl done to ?ne for mine. 
This prayer amounts to a proteftation againft all thoughts of a co- 
alition with them, and to a prediction of their ruin, fubferibing to 
that which God had in his word fpoken of it. Note, Our prayers 
way and muft agree with God's word ; and what day God has 
there called, we are to call for, and no other. And though we 
are bound in charity to forgive our enemies, and to pray for them, 
yet we may in faith pray for the accomplifhment of that which 
God has fpoken againft his and his church's enemies, that will not 
repent to give him glory. 
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2. The LORD hath f wallowed up all the - habitations 



Jacob 



he hath thrown dowh 



in his wrath the ftrong holds of the daughter of Jucbh : 
he hath brought them down to. the ground., he hath 
polluted the kingdom, and the princes thereof. : ' p. VjrJ^ 
•hath cut off in bis fierce anger all the, horn of Ifrael '1 
he hath drawn back his right hand from before the ene*- 



my, and he burned againft Jacob like a flaming fire 
which ^ devoureth round about; 4. He hath bent his 
bow like an enemy : he flood with his right hand as an 
adverfary., and flew all that were pleafant to the eye, in 
the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion : he poured out 
his fury like fire. 5. The LORD was an enemy s he 
hath fwallowed up Ifrael, he hath f wallowed up all her 
palaces : he hath deftroyed his ftrong holds, and hath 
increafed in the daughter of Judah mourning and la- 

6. And he hath violently taken away his 
tabernacle, as if it were of a garden, he hath deftroyed 
his places of the aflembly : the LORD hath caufed the 
folemn feafts and fabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and 
hath defpifed in the indignation of his anger the king 
and the prieft. 7. The LORD hath cafi: off his altar 



mentation. 



righteous 5 

own it, 2 Chron. xii. 6. She owns the equity of God's actions, 
by owning the iniquity of her own, / have rebelled againjl his com- 
mandments, ver. 18. and again, ver. 20. I have grievoujly rebelled. 
We cannot fpeak bad enough of fin, and we muft always fpeak 
worft of our own fin, muft call it rebellion, grievous rebellion ; 
and very grievous fin is to all true penitents. It is this that lies 
heavier upon her than the afflictions fhe was under ; my boivcls are 
troubled, they work within me as the troubled fea, my heart is 
turned zuiihin me, is reftlefs, is turned upfide dov/n, for I have 
grievoufly rebelled. Note, Sorrow for fin muft be great forrow, 
and muft affect the foul. 

6. She appeals both to the mercy and to the jufticc of God in 
herprefent cafe. 1. She appeals to the mercy of God concerning 
her own forrows, which had made her the proper object of his 
compaflion, ver. 20. Behold, O Lord, for I am in dijlrcfs ; take 
cognizance of my cafe, and take fuch order for my relief as thou 
plenfeft. Note, It is matter of comfort to us, that the troubles 
that opprefs our fpirits are open before God's eye. 2. She appeals 
to the juftice of God concerning the injuries that her enemies did 
her, ver. 21, 22. Thou wilt bring the day that thou hafl called, the 
day that is fixed in the counfels of God, and publifhed in the pro- I 
phecies, when mine enemies, that now profecute me, Jhall be like 
unto me, when the cup of trembling, now put into my hands, fhall 
be put into theirs. It may be read as a prayer, Let the day ap- 



he hath abhorred his fandxuary : he hath given up into 
the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces : they 
have made a noife in the houfe of the LORD, as in 
the day of a folemn feaft. 8. The LORD hath pur- 
pofed to deftroy the v/all of the daughter of Zion : he 
hath ftretched out a line : he hath not withdrawn his 
hand from deftroying : therefore he made the ram- 
part and the wall to lament : they languifhed toge- 
ther. 9. Her gates are funk into the ground : he hath 
deftroyed and broken her bars : her king and her prin- 
ces are among the Gentiles : the law is no more, her pro-^ 
phets alio find no vifion from the LORD. 

* 

It is a very fa J reprefentation which is here made of the ftate of 
God's church, of Jacob and Ifrael, of Zion and Jerufalem, but 
the emphafis in thcie vcrfes feems to be laid all along npen the hand 
of God in the calamities which they were groaning under. The 



grief is not fo much that fuch and fuch things are done as that God 
has done them, that he appc.irs angry with them ; it is he that 
chaftens them, and chaftens them in wrath, and in his hot diftlea- 
fare : He is become their enemy and fights againft them ; and this, 
this is the wormwood and the gall in the afiiiction and the mi- 
fery. 

I. Time was when God's delight was in his church, and he 
appeared to her, and appeared for her as a friend, but now his di(? 
plcafure is againft her, he is angry with her, and appears and acls 
againft her as an enemy. This is frequently repeated here, and 
hdly lamented. What he has dene, he has done in his anger 9 
this makes the prefent day a melancholy day indeed with us, that 
it is the day of his anger, ver. I. and again, ver. 2. it is in his 
zvrath, and ver. 3. it is in his fierce anger that he has throzUn down 
and cut off : and ver. 6. in the indignation of his anger. Note* To 
thofe who know how to value God's favour nothing appears more 
dreadful than his anger ; corrections in love are eaiily born, but 
rebukes in wrath wound deep. It is God's wrath that burns againjl 
Jacob like a flaming fire, ver. 3. and it is a confuming fire,it devours 
round about, devours all her honours, all her comforts. This is 
the fury that is poured cut like fire, ver. 4. like the fire and brim- 
ftone which was rained . upon Scdom and Gomorrah : but it was 



their fin that kindled this fire. God is fuch a tender father to his 



CHAP. II. 

wis fecond alphabetical elegy is fet to the fame mournful tune with 

• the former, and the fubflance of it is much the fame : It begins 
with Ecah 9 as that did, Hciv fad is our cafe ! Alas ! for us. 
I. Here is the anger of Ziorfs God taken notice of, as the caufe of 
her calamities, ver. l > — 9. 2. Here is the forrow of Zion's 
children taken notice of, as the effect of her calamities, ver. 
10,- — ig. 3. The complaint is made to God, and the matter re- 
ferred to his compajfionate confederation, ver. 20, — 22. The hand 

• thai wounded tnu/i make whole. 



O W hath the LORD covered the daughter of 
Zion with a cloud in his anger, and caft down 



children, that we may be fure he is never angry with them but 
when they provoke him, and give him caufe to be angry ; nor is 
he ever angry more than there is caufe for. God's covenant with 
them was, that if they would obey his voice, he would be an enemy 
to their enemies, Exod. xxiii. 22. and he had been fo, as long as 
they kept clofe to him y but now he is an enemy to them 5 at leaft 
he is as an enemy, ver. 5. He hath bent his bow like an enemy, ver. 
4. He flood with his right hand ftretched out againft them, and a 
fword drawn in it as an adverfary. God is not really an enemy 
to his people, no, not when he is angry with them, and corrc&s 
them in his anger. We may be forely difpleafcd againft our deareft 
friends and relations, whom yet we are far from having an enmity 
to. But fometime he is as an enemy to them, when all his provi- 
dences concerning them feem, in outward appearance, to have a 



tendency to their ruin ; when every thing makes againft them^ and 
nothing for them.- But, blefied be God, Chrift is our peace, our 




of peace. , , f .« 

2. Time was v/hen God's church appearca very origin ana ii- 
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rcom heaven unto the earth the beauty of Ifrael, and re- luftrious, and confulerablc among the nations, but now the Lord 
•aicmbred not his footftool'in the day of his anger? J bat covered the daughter of Zionwith a cfatd, ver.*. a dark cloud, 



which 
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Avhich is very terrible to hcrfelf, and through which fhe cannot fee 
his face ; a thick cloudy fo the word fignifics, a black cloud, which 
-ecliptes all her glory, and conceals her excellency ; not Tuch a cloud 
as that under which God conduced them through the wildernefs, 
or that in which God took pofleflion of the temple, and filled It 
"With his glory : No, that fide of the cloud is now turned towards 
them which was turned towards the Egyptians in the red-fea. 
The beauty of Ifrael is ?jow caf down from heaven to the earth, 
.their princes, 2 Sam. I 19. their religious worfhip, their beauty 
■of holinefs, all that which recommended them to the affection and 
efteem of their neighbours, and rendered them amiable, which 
had lifted them up to heaven, was now withered and gone ; becaufe 
God had Covered it with a cloud. He hath cut ojf all the horn of 
Ifrael, ver. 3. all her beauty and majefty, Pfal. exxxii. 17. all her 
plenty and fulnefs, and all her power and authority. They had, 
ill their pride, lifted up their horn againft God, and therefore juftiy 
will God cut off' their horn ; he difabled them to refill and oppofe 
their enemies, he turned back their right hand, fb that they were 
not able to follow the blow which they gave, nor to ward off the 
blow which was given them. What can their right hand do a- 
gainft the enemy, when God draws it back," and withers it, as he 
did Jeroboam's. Thus was the beauty of Ifrael cafl down, when a 
people famed for courage were not able to ftand their ground, or 

make good their poft. 

3. Time was when Jerufalem and the cities of Judah were ftrong 
and well fortified,were trufted to by the inhabitants, and let alone by 
the enemy as impregnable ; but now the Lord hss in anger /wallowed 
them up, they are quite gone, the forts and barriers are taken away, 
and the invaders meet with no cppofition : the ftatcly ftru&ures 
that were their ftrfcngth and beauty are pulled down and laid wafte, 
(r.) The Lord hath in anger fw allowed up all the habitations of 
Jacob, ver. 2. both the cities and country houfes, they are burnt, 
or otherwife deftroyed, fo totally ruined that they fecm to have 
been /wallowed up, and no remains left of them. He hath /wal- 
lowed up and hath not pitied \ one would have thought it pity that 
fitch fumptuous houfes, fo well built, fo well furnifhed, fhould be 
quite deftroyed ; and that fome pity fhould have been had for the 
poor inhabitants that were thus diflodged and driven to wander ; 
but God's wonted companions teemed to fail ; he hath Jvjal/owed 
up Ifrael, as a lion fwallows up his prey, 'ver. 5. (2.) He hath 
/wallowed up not only her common habitations, but her palaces, 
all her palaces, the habitations of their princes and great men, 
ver. 5. though thofe were moft ftately and ftrong, and rich, and 
well guarded. God's judgments, when they come with commiili- 
on, level palaces with cottages, and as eafily fwallow them up. j 
If palaces be polluted with fin, as theirs were, let them expert to 
be vi fifed with a curfe, which fhall con/ume them, with the timber 
thereof and the fores thereof, Zech. v. 4. (3 .) He hath deftroyed 
not only their dwelling places, but their flrong holds, their caftles, 
citadels, and places of defence, thefe he hath thrown down in his 
wrath, and brought them to the ground 3 for fhall they ftand in the 
way of his judgments, and give check to the progrefe of them ? 
No, let them drop like leaves in autumn, let them be razed to the 
foundations, and made to touch the ground, ver. 2. and again, 
ver. 5. he hath deftroyed his flrong holds, for what ftrength could 
they have againft God ? And thus hath he incrcafed in the daugh- 
ter of Judah mourning a?id lainentation, for they could not but be 
in a mighty confternation when they faw all their defence departed 
from them. This is again infifted on ver. 7, 8/9. In order to 
the /wallowing up 0/ her palaces, he hath given up into the hand 0/ 
the enemy the walls 0/ her palaces, which were their fecurity, and 
when they are broken down the palaces themfelves are foon broken 
into. The walls of palaces cannot protect them, uniefs God him- 
felf be a wall of fire round about them. This God did in his an- 



ger, and yet he hath done it deliberately, it is the refult of a pre- 
vious purpofe, and is done by a wife and fteady providence ; for 
the Lord hath purpo/ed to deftroy the wall 0/ the daughter 0/ Zion, 
he brought the Chaldean army in on purpofe to do this execu- 
tion. Note, Whatever deflations God makes in his church, they 
are all according to his counfels; he performeth the thing that is ap- 
pointed for us, even that which makes moft againft us. But when 
it is dene, he hath fir etched out a line, a meafuring line to do it 
exactly and by meafure : hitherto the (Jeftrudtion lhall go and no 
further ; no more fhall be cut off than what is marked to be fo. 
Or, it is meant of the line of corfu/ion, Ifa. xxxiv. 11. a levelling 
line ; for he will go on with his work, he hath not withdrawn his 
hand from defraying, that right- hand which he ftretched out againft 
his people as an adverfary, ver. 4. as far as the purpofe went the 
performance fhall go, and his hand fhall accomplish his counfel 
to the utmoft, and not be withdrawn. Therefore he made the 
rampart and the wall, which^the people had rejoiced in, and upon 
. which, perhaps, they had made merry, to lament, and they lan- 
guished together ; the walls and the ramparts, or bulwarks upon 
them fell together, and were left to condole one another's fall. 
Her gates are gone in an inftant, fo that one would think they 
were funk into the ground with their own weight, and he hath 
deftroyed and broken her bars, thole bars of JcrufalenVs gates which 
formerly he had Jlrengihened, Pfal. cxlvii. 13. Gates and bars 

will ftand us in no ftead when God hath withdrawn his pro- 
tection • 
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4. Time was when their government fiouriflied, their • 
made a figure, and their kingdom was great among the n Pr ! ncc5 
and the balance of power was on their fide, but now it 
otherwife, he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof^ 
2. they had firft polluted themfelves with their idolatries and h*' 
God dealt with them as with polluted things, he threw tr 
the dunghil, the fitteft place for them : He hath given u^V* 
glory, which was looked upon as facred, ( that is a charaQcr 
give to majefty) to be trampled upon and profaned ; and 
vel that the king and the prieft, whofe chara&ers were ^ 
deemed venerable and inviolable, are defpifed by every body J?** 
God has in the indiignaiion of his a??ger defpifed the kin/ and 'ih 
prieft, ver. 6. He hath abandoned them, looks upon them J 
longer worthy of the honours conveyed to them by the covena^ 
of royalty and priefthcod, but as having forfeited both, and th* 
Zedekiah the king was ufed defpitefully, and Seraiah the c Vf 
prieft put to death as a malefactor. The crown is fallen frf* 
their heads, for her king and her princes are among the Gentil* 
prifoners among them, infulted over by them, ver. 9. and treatd 
not only as common perfons, but as the bafeft, without any regard 
had to their character. Note, It is juft with God to debafe * 
by his judgments who have by fin debafed themfelves. 

5. Time was when the ordinances of God were adminiftred a- 
mong them in. their power and purity, and they had thofe tokens 

! of God's pretence with them, but now thofe were taken from 
them, that part of the beauty of Ifrael was gone, which was indeed 
their greateft beauty. 

(1 J The ark was God's footftool, under the mercy-feat, between 
the cherubims, this was of all other the moft facred fymbol of. 
God's prefence, it is called his foot/foci, 1 Chron. xxviii. 2. 
xcix. 5. — exxxii, 7. there the Shechinah refted, and with an eye 
to this Ifrael was protected and faved many a time, but now be 
remembred not his footftool, the ark itfelf was fuffered, as it fhould 
fecm, to fall into the hands of the Chaldeans : God beiwr 
threw that away, for it lhall be no longer his footftool, the earth 
fhall be fo, as it had been before the ark was, Ifai. lxvi. 1, 
what little value are the tokens of his prefence, when his pre- 
fence is gone ! nor was this the firft time that God gave his 
ark into captivity, Pfal lxxviii. 61. God and his kingdom an 
ftand without that footftool. ° 

(2.) ^ They that miniftred in holy things had been phafard to 
the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion, ver. 4. they had 
been purer than fnow, whiter than milk, chap. iv. 7. none more 
pleafant in the eyes of all good people than thofe that did the fer- 
vice of the tabernacle, but now thefe are fiain, and their bhd 
mingled with their facrifices : thus is the prieft defpifed as well 23 
the king. Note, When thofe that were .pleafant to the eye in 
Zion's tabernacle are /lain, God rnuft be acknowledged in it, he 
has done it, and the burning which the Lord has kindled muji k 
bewailed by the whole houfe of Ifrael, as in the cafe of Nadab 
and Abihu, Lev. x. 6. 

(3.) The temple was God's tabernacle, as the tabernacle while 
that was in being is called his temple, Pfal. xxvii. 4. and this hi 
has violently taken away. ver. 6. he hath plucked up the flakes of 
it, and cut the cords, it {hall be no more a tabernacle, muchlefe 
his ; he has taken it away, as the keeper of a garden takes away . 
his hove], or fhade, when he hath done with it, and has no more 
occafion for it : 1 * " ~" - 
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angry 



Of 



he takes it down as eafily, as fpeedily, and with as 
little regret and relu&ancy as if it were but a cottage in a vineyard 
and a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, Ifa. i. 8. but a booth which 
the keeper makes, Job xxvii. j8. When men profane God's taber- 
nacle, it is juft with him to take it from them. God had jufHy 
refu fed to J me i 7 in their folemn affemUics, Amos v. 21. they had 
provoked him to withdraw from them, and then no marvel that 
he has deftroyed his places of the affernbly ; what fhould they do with 
the places when the fervices were become an abomination ? He 
hath now abhorred his /anduary, ver. 7. it has been defiled with 
fin, that only thing which he hates, and for the fake of that he 
abhors even his fan<5tuary, which he had delighted in, and called 
his ref for ever, Pfal. exxxii. 14. Thus he had done to SIM 
Now the enemies have made as great a noife of revelling and blaf- 
pheming in the houfe of the Lord, as ever had been made with the 
temple longs and muhek in the day of a folemn feafi, Pfal, Ixxiv.f 
Some by the places of the affernbly, ver. 6. underftand not only 
the temple, but the fynagogues and the fchools of the prophets, 
which the enemy had burnt up, Pfal. Ixxiv. 8. 

(4.) The folemn feafts and the fabbaths had been carefully re- 
membred, and the people conftantly put in mind of them, but now 
the Lord hath caufeel tho/e to be fcrgottcn y not only in the country, 
among thofe that lived at a diftance, but even in Zion itfelf ; fa 
there were none left to remember them, nor were the places left 
where. they ufed to be obferved. Now Zion was in ruins, no dif- 
ference was. made between fabbath times and other times, ei'ery 



s 



day was a day of mourning, fo that all the folemn feafs were fir- 
gotten. Note, It is juft with God to deprive thofe of the benefit 
and comfort of fabbaths and folemn feafts, who have not duly 
valued them, nor confeiemioufly obferved them, but have pr°' 
fancd them, which was one of the fins that the Jews were often 
charged with. They that have feen the days of the jhn of many anj 
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4Mited xncni, .A* 2f and not 

htr Lufc. xvii. 22. 

) The altar that had fan&ified their gifts, is now caft off, 
• God will no more accept their gifts, rior be honoured by their 
f 'decs Ver. 7. The altar was the tabic of the Lord, but God 

"U no longer keep houfe among thejn, neither feaft them, 
•fraft with them. 

/6 ) They had been bleft with prophets, and teachers of the 
1 w but now the law is no ?nore, ver. 9. it is no more read by the 



nor 



people 



no more expounded by thefcribes, the tables of the law 
with the ark, the book of the law is taken from them, 
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b'bles that had made no better improvement of them when they 
, * j t h em ? Her prophets alfo find ?zo vifion from the Lord, God 
Infwers them no more by prophets and' dr earns y which was the me- 
lancholy cafe of [Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 15. They had perfecuted 
Gofs p rophets, and defpifed the vifions they had from the Lord, 
-nd therefore it is juft with God to fay they fhall have no more 
prophets, no more vifions. Let them go to the prophets that had 
flattered and deceived them with vifions of their own hearts, for 
they ftall have none from God to comfort them, or tell them how 
long* They that mifufe God's prophets, juftly lofe them. 

10. The elders of the daughter of Zion fit upon the 
crround and keep filence : they have caft up dull upon 
their heads ; they have girded themfelves with fackcloth; 
the virgins of J erufaler 1 ^ nrirr +u~;*- u~~a- 



11. 



Min 



c round. _ 
arc troubled ; my liver is poured upon the earth* for 

the dcflruftion of the daughter of my people, becaufe 
th 



children and the Hicklings fwoon in the ftreets of 



I2> 



Where 



the city. 

corn and wine ? when they fwooned as the wounded in 
the ftreets of the city, when their foul was poured out 
into their mothers bofom. 13. What thing fhall I take 
to witnefs for thee ? what thing fhall I liken to thee, O 

Jerufalem ? what fliall I equal to thee, that 
I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion ? for 
thy breach is great like the fea ; who can heal thee ? 
14. Thy prophets have feen vain and foolifti things for 
thee, and they have not difcovered thine iniquity, to 
turn away thy captivity j but have feen for thee falfe 
burdens, and caufes of banifhmentt 1 5. All that pafs 
by, clap their hands at thee ; they hifs and wag their 
head at the daughter of Jerufalem, faying * Is this the 
city that men call the perfection of beauty, the joy of 
the whole earth ? 16. All thine enemies have opened 
their mouth againft thee : they hifs and gnafh the teeth: 
they lay, We have fwallowed her up : certainly this is 



the day that we looked for : 
feen it. 



we have found, we have 



17. The LORD hath done that which he had 
devifed : he hath fulfilled his word that he had com- 
manded in the days of old : he hath thrown down, and 
hath not pitied : and he hath caufed thine enemy to 
rejoice over thee, he hath let up the horn of thine ad- 
verfaries. 18. Their heart cried unto the LORD, O 
wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a 
river day and night : give thy felf r no reft, let not the 
apple of thine eyes ceafe. 19. Arife, cry out in the 
night ; in the beginning of the watches pour out thine 
heart like water before the face of the LORD : lift up 
% hands towards him, for the life of thy young chil- 
dren, that faint for hunger in the top of every ftreeti 
20. 5 Behold, O LORD, and confider to whom thou 
haft done this : fhall the women eat their fruit, and chil- 
dren of a fpan long ? fhall the prieft and the prophet be 
fein in the fan&uary of the LORD ? 21. The young 
and the old lie on the ground in the ftreets, my virgins 
and my young men are fallen by the fword : thou haft 
friin them in the day of thine anger, thou haft killed 
and not pitied. 22. Thou haft called as in a folemn 
day my terrors round about, fo that in the day of the 
LORDs anger none efcaped nor remained : thofe that 

I have fwaddled and brought up, hath mine enemy 
c °nfumed. 

Juftly are thefe called Lamentations, and they are very pathetical 
oncs ; the expreffions of grief in perfection, mourning and wo, 
arf nothing elfe, like the contents of Ezekiei's roll, &%ek. ii. io. 

1. Copies of lamentation are here prefcrited, and they are paiht- 
. t0 the life. (1.) The judges and magiftrates that ufed to appear 
in robes of ftate, have laid them afide, or rather are ftrippe'd of 
thcm ) a»d put on the habit of mourners, ver. 10. the elders now 

66 % 



fit no longer in the judgment-feats, the thrones of the houfe of Da- 
vid, but they fit upon the ground, having; no feat to repofe them* 
felves .in, or in token of -great grief, as job's friends fat with ! hi?fz 
upon the 'ground, Job ii. 13. They open not their mouth irl the 
gate, as ufual, to give their opinion, but they keep filence, over- 
whelmed with grief, and not knowing what to fay. They have 
caji dufi upon 'their heads, and girded themfelves with fackcloth, as 
deep mourners ufed to do ; they had loft their power and wealth; 
and that made them take oh thus ; Phratur lachrymis amififa pecu- 
nia verts. (2.) The young ladies, that ufed to drefs themfelves fo 
richly, and walk with fir etched forth necks, Ifa. iii. 16. now are 
humbled ; the virgins of Jerufalem hang down their heads to the, 
ground, they are made to know forrow that feemed to bid defiance 
to it, and were always difpofed to be merry. (3.) The prophet 
himfelf is a pattern to the rnourners, ver. ir. his eyes do fail with 
tears, i. e. he hath wept till he can weep no more, hath almoft 
wept his eyes out, wept himfelf blind. Nor are the inward im- 
prefiions of grief fhort of the outward expreffions, his bowels are 



troubled, as 'they were when he faw thefe calamities coming, Jer. 



iv. 19, 20. which, one would think, might have excufed him now, 
but even he to whom they were no fur prize, yet felt thern an in- 
fupportable grief, to that degree that his liver is poured out on the 
earth, i. e. he felt himfelf a perfect rolliquation ; all his entrails 
are melted and diflblved, as Pftl. xxii. 14. Jeremiah himfelf had 
better treatment than his neighbours, better than he had had be- 
fore from his own countrymen, nay, their deftrudYion was his 
deliverance, their captivity his enlargement, the fame that made 
them prisoners made him a favourite, and yet his private interefts 
are fwallowed up in a concern for the publick, and he bewails 
the defi ruction of the daughter of his people, as fen fibly as if he 
himfelf had been the greateft fufferer in that common cala- 
mity. Note, The judgments of God upon the land and na- 
tion are to be lamented by us, though we, for our parts, may 
efcape pretty well. 

2. Calls to lamentation are here given. The heart of the people 
cried unto the Lord, ver. 18-. Some tear it was not a cry of true 
repentance, but of bitter complaint, theie heart was as full of 
grief as it could hold, and they gave vent to it iri doleful fhreiks 
and outcries, in which they made ufe of God's name 5 yet we 
will charitably fuppofe that many of them did in fincerity cry 
unto God for mercy in their diftrefs ; and the prophet bids them 
go on to do fo \ O wall of the daughter of Zion, either ye that 
ftand upon the Wall, ye watchmen on the walls, Ifa. lxii. 6. when 
ye fee the enemies encamped about the walls, and making their 
approaches towards them, or becaufe of the wall (that is the fub- 
jecl of the lamentation) becaufe of the breaking down of the wall, 
which was not done till about a month after the city was taken, 
becaufe of this further calamity let the daughter of Zion lament ftill. 
This was a thing which Nehemiah lamented long after, Neh. i-3,4j 
Let tears run down like a river day and night, weep without inter- 
miffion, give thy felf no reft from weeping, let not the apple of 
thine eye ceafe. This intimates, (1.) That the calamities would 
be continuing, and the caufes of grief would frequently recur, and 
frefh occafion would be given them every day and every night to 
bemoan themfelves. (2.) That they would be apt, by degrees, to 
grow infenfible and ftupid under the hand of Godj and would 
need to be ftill called upon to aflli£t their fouls yet more and 
more till their proud hard hearts were throughly humbled and 
foftned. 

3. Caufes for lamentation are here affigned, and the calamities 
that are to be bewailed are very particularly and pathetically de- 
fcrihed. 

(1.) Multitudes pcrifti by famine, a very fore judgment, and 
piteous is the cafe of thofe that fall under it. God had correfted 
them by fcarcity of provifions through want of rain feme time be- 
fore, Jer. xiv. 1. and they were not brought to repentance by that 
lower degree of this judgment* and therefore now by the ftraitnefs 
of the ficge God brought it upon them in extremity ; for, x. The 
children died for hunger in the mother's arms : The children and 
fucklings, whofe innocent and helplcfs Irate entitles them to relief as 
foon as any, yet thssffivoon in the Jlrcets, ver. 11. as the wounded^ 
ver. 12. there being no food to be had for them* they that are 
ftarved die as furely as they that are ftabbed ; they lie a great while 
crying to their poor mothers for corn to feed them, and wine to 
refrtih them, for they are fuch as had been bred up to the ufe of 
wine, and wanted it now, but there is none for them* fo that at 
length their foul is poured out into the mother's bofom, and there they 
breathe their laft. This is mentioned again, ver. 19. they faint 
for . hunger in the top of every ' fir eet. Yet this is not the worft, 
2. There were fome little children that were flain by their mo- 
thers hands and eaten, vert 10, Such was the fcarcity of provi- 
fxon that the women eat the fruit of their own bodies, even their 
children, when they were but of five fpan long, according to the 
threatning, Deut. xxviii. 53. The like was done in the fiege of 
Samaria, 2 Kings vi. 29. Such extremities, nay, fuch barbarities 
were they brought to by the famine. Let us, ia our abundance, 
thank God that°we have food convenient* not only for ourfelves, but 

for our children. 

(2^) Multitudes fall by the fword, which devours one as well as 
another, efpecially when it is in the hand of fuch cruel enemies as 
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the Chaldeans were. I. They fpared no character, no, . 
moft diftinguifhed ; even the prleji and the prophet, who of all men, 
•one would think, might expeffc protection from heaven and vene- 
ration on earth, yet are fain, not abroad^ in the field of battle, 
where they are out of their place, as Hophni and Phinehas, but in 
the fanttuary of the Lord, the place of their bufinefs, and which 
they hoped v/ould have been a refuge to them. 2. They fpared no 
no not thofc that by reafon of their tender or their decrepit 



were exempted from taking up the fword, for even they pe- 
Ytjhed by the fword, the young that were not yet come to bear arms, 
•and the old that had their quietus, yet lie on the ground fain in the 
jftreets, till fome kind hand' is found that will bury them. 3. They 
/pared no fex, my virgins and my young men are fallen by the fword. 
In the moft barbarous military executions that ever we read of the 

"28. 
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Judg. v. 30. but here the virgins were put to the fword; as well 
as the young men, 4. This was the Lord's doings he fuffered the 
fword of the Chaldeans to devour thus without diftindtion, Thou 
-haft fain them in the day of thine anger, for it is God that kills 
■and makes alive, and faves alive, as he pleafeth. But that which 
follows is very harfh, thou haft killed and not pitied, for his foul is 
2iot grieved for the mifery of IfraeL The enemies that ufed them 
thus cruelly were fuch as he had both muftered and fummoned, 
wr. 22. "Thou haft called in as in a folemn day my terrors round a- 
hout, i. e. the Chaldeans that are fuch a terror to me ; enemies 
crowded into Jerufalem now as thick as ever worfhippers ufed to do 
on a folemn feftival ; fo that we were quite overpowered with 
numbers, and none efcaped nor remained ; Jerufalem was made a 
perfect flaughter-houfe. Motheis are cut to the heart to fee thofe 
whom they have taken fuch care of, and pains 1 with, and whom 
they have been fo tender of, thus inhumanly ufed ; fuddenly cut off 
that were not fb foon reared ; Thofe that I have fwaddled and 
"brought up hath mine enemy confumed, as if they were brought forth 
for the murtherer, like lambs for the butcher, Hof ix. 13. Zion 
that was a mother to them all, lamented to fee thofe who were 
brought up in her courts, and under the tuition of her oracles, thus 
made a prey. 

(3.) Their falfe prophets cheated . them, ver. 14. This was a 
thing which Jeremiah had lamented long before, and had obferved 
with a great concern, Jer. xiv. 13. Ah, Lord God, the prophets 
Jay unio'them, ye fiall not fee the fword \ and here he inferts it a- 
xnong his lamentations ; Thy prophets have feen vain and foolijh 
things for thee, they pretended to difcover for thee, and then to 
difcover to thee, the mind and will of God, to fee the vifions of 
the Ahnighty, and then to fpeak his words, but they were all vain 
and foolifh things, their vifions were all their own fancies, and if 
they thought they had any, it was only the product of a crazed 
head, or a heated imagination, as appeared by what they delivered, 
which v/as all idle and impertinent • nay, it is moft likely they 
themfelves knew the vifions they pretended were counterfeit, and 
all a fharn, and made ufe of only to colour that which they de- 
signedly impofed upon the people with, that they might make an 
interefi in them for themfelves 5 they are thy prophets, not God's 
prophets, he never lent them, nor were they paftors after his heart, 
but the people fet them up, told them what they fhould fay, fo that j 
thev were prophets after their hearts. I. Prophets fhould tell 
people of their faults, fhould Ihew them their fins, that they may 
bring them to repentance, and fo prevent their ruin \ but thefe 
prophets knew that would lofe them the peoples affections and con- 
tributions, and knew they could not reprove their hearers with- 
out reproaching themfelves at the fame time, and therefore they 
have not difcovered thine iniquity, they faw it not themfelves, or if 
they did, lav/ fo little evil in it, or danger by it, that they would 
not' tell them of it, though that might have been a means, by 
taking away their iniquity, to turn away their captivity. 2. Pro- 
phets fhould warn people of the judgments of God coming upon 
them, but thefe faw for them falfe burthens, the mefiages they 
pretended to deliver to them from God, they knew to be falfe, 
and falfly afcribed to God ; fo that by foothing them up in carnal 
fecurity they caufed that banifhment which by plain dealing they 
might have prevented. 

?fs 

by thee clap their hands at thee. Jerufalem had made a great figure, 
got a great name, and born a great fway among the nations, it was 
the envy and terror of all about ; and when that city was thus re- 
duced, they all (as men are apt to do in fuch a cafe ) triumphed in 
its fall, they biffed and wagged the head, pleafing themfelves to fee 
how much it was fallen from its former pretenfions ; Is this the city 
( faid they) thai men called the perfection of beauty ? Pfal. 1. 2. 

Where is s 

whole earth ! 

and 



bounty 




and indignation ; they triumph in their own . fuccefs agai n. 
and the rich prey they have got in making themfelves xn a ^ 
Jerufalem. We have fwallotued her zip, it is our doino- ?? of 
our gain, it is all our own now; Jerufalem fhall never be * \ is 
courted or feared as fhe has been ; certainly this is the day if? 
have long looked for, we have found it, we have feen it • jl ^ 
dd we have it. Note, The enemies of the church aro ^ 



won 



now ! Is this the city that was called the joy of the % 
Pfal. xlviii. 2. which rejoiced in the gifts of God's 




flidtion to the affiitSted. 



(5.) Their enemies triumphed over them, ver. 16. Thofe that 
wifhed ill to Jerufalem and her peace, now vent their fpite and 
malice, which before they concealed ; they now open their mouths, 
nay, they widen them, they hifs and gnaftj their tecih P in (corn 



take its (hocks for its ruins, and to triumph in them accord*^ t0 
but they will find themfelves deceived 5 for the gates of heU7 ' 
not prevail againft the church. M 

(6.) Their God in all this appeared againft them-, ' v > 
The Lord hath done that which he had devifed. The deftro * 
Jerufalem could have no power againft ber 9 unlefs it werP^ 
them from above ; they are but the fword in God's hand it f*^ 
that has thrown down, and has not pitied, i. e. in this contro^ r 
of his with us, we have not had the ufual inftances of his 
paflicn towards us he hath caufed thine enemy to rejoice over //^ 
fee jFob xxx. it, he hath fet up the horn of thine adverfaries U\ 
given them power and matter for pride y this is indeed the hiffh ft 
aggravation of the trouble, that God is become their enemy ° a 
yet it is the ftrongeft argument for patience under it ; we are ho a 
to fubmit to what God doth, for, 1. It is the performance of ^ 
purpofe ; the Lord has done that which he had devifed - 9 it is d ^ 
with counfel and deliberation, not rafhly, or upon a fudden refold 

it is the evil that he has framed, J_ tt4IU wc yq ^ 

fure it is framed fo r.s exactly to anfwer the intention * what "b 4 
devifeth againft his people, is defigncd for them, and fo it will h» 
found in the iflue. 2. It is the accomplishment of his predictions • 
it is the fulfilling of the fcripture; he has now put in execstthnhi 
word that he had co?nmanded in the days of old. When he'eave 
them his law by Mofes, he told them what judgments he would 
certainly inflict upon them if they tranfgrefied that law ; and now 
they had been guilty of the tranfcrefllon of this law, he had execu- 
ted the fentence of it, according to Lev. xxvi. 16, &c. Dent 
xxviii. 15. Note, In all the providences cf God, concerning 
his church, it is good to take notice of the fulfilling of his word* 
for there is an exa£t agreement between the judgments of Gcd's 
hand, and the judgments of his mouth; and when they are com- 
pared, they will mutually explain and illuftrate each other. 

4. Comforts for the cure of thefe lamentations are here fought 
for and prefcribed. (1.) They are fought for and enquired after 
ver. 13. The prophet feeks to find out fome fuitable, acceptable 
words to fay to her in this cafe, Whereivith fall I comfort thee, 0 
virgin, daughter of Zion ? Note, We fhould endeavour to com- 
fort thofe whofe calamities we lament, and when our paffions have 
made the worft of them, our.wifdom fhculd correct them, ad 
labour to make the beft of them ; we fhculd ftudy to make cur 
fympathies with our affli&cd friends turn to their confol 
Now the two moft common topicks of comfort in cafe of afHiflicn 
are here tried, but are laid by, becaufe they would not hold : We 
commonly endeavour to comfort our friends, by telling them, 
I. That their cafe is not lingular, nor without precedent, there 
are many whofe trouble is greater, and lies heavier upon tLerri 
than theirs doth ; but Jerufalem's cafe will not admit this argu- 
ment ; IVhat thing fhall I liken io thee, or, what Jball I equal to 
thee, that I may comfort thee? What city, what country is there 
whofe cafe is parallel to thine ? What witnefs fhall I produce to 
prove an example that will reach thy prefent calamitous ftate ? A- 
las, there is none ! no forrow like thine ! becaufe there is none 
whofe honour was like thine. 2. We tell them, that their cafe is 
not defperate, but it may eafily be remedied ; but neither will that 
be admitted here, upon a view cf human probabilities ; for thf 
breach is great, like the fea, like the breach which the fea lcme- 

makes upon the land, which cannot be repaired, but ftill 
grows wider and wider. Thou art wounded, and who flail heal 
thee ? No wifdom or power of man can repair the defolations of 
fuch a broken, fnattered ftate. It is to no purpofe therefore to 
adminifter any of thefe common cordials, therefore, (2.) The 
method of cure prefcribed, is to addrefs themfelves to God, and, 
by a penitent prayer, to commit their cafe to him, and to be in- 
ftant and conftant in fuch prayers, ver. 19. Arife, out of thy duff, 
out of thy defpondency, cry out in the night, watch unto prayer; 
when others are afieep, be thou upon thy knees, importunate with 
God for mercy ; in the beginning of the watches, of each of the four 
watches of the night, let thine eyes prevent them, Pfal. cxix. 14& 
then pour out thine heart like water before the Lord, be free and full 
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in prayer, be fincere and ferious in prayer, open thy mind, fpreaf 
thy cafe before the Lord ; lift up thine hands towards him, in holy 
defire and expectation ; beg for the life of thy young children, thefe 
poor lambs, what have they done ? 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. Take with 
you words, take with you thefe words, ver. 20. Behold, 0 Lonh . 
and confuler to whom thou hajl done this, with whom thou haft dealt j 
thus ! Are they not thine own ? the feed of Abraham thy friend, j 
and of Jacob thy chofen ? Lord, take their cafe into thy com- 
panionate confideraticn ! Note, Prayer is a falve for every fore, 
even the foreft ; a remedy for every malady, even the moft gJ' lc * 
vous. And our bufinefs in prayer is not to prefcribe, but fubferibe 
to the wifdom and will of God ; to refer our cafe to him, aiw 
then leave it with him ; Lord, behold and confder, and, th} ^ 
be done. 
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"*U alphabets, this in a treble one. 
D f God's difpleafure, and the fruits of it, ver. I, 



Here is, i. A fad complaint 

20. 2. Words 



f comfort to God's people when they are in trouble and di/lrefs, 
^ er 2iy 36. 3. Duty prefer ibed in this afflicled Jlate, ver. 



^ouragement taken to hope in God, and continue waiting for his 
fahation ; with an appeal to his jujlice againji the perfecutors of 
the church, ver. 55, — 63. Some make all this to be fpoken by the 
■prophet him felf, zuhen he was bnprifoned and perfecuted \ but it 
{eons rather to be fpoken in the perfon of the church now in capti- 
vity, and in a ?nan?ier deflate j a?id in the defolations of which 
the prophet did in a particular manner intereji himfelf. But the 
complaints here are fomewhat ?nore general than thofe in the fore- 
going chapter, being accommodated to the cafe as well of particular 



4. The complaint renewed, ver. 42, — 54. 5. En- 



going 

ferfons, as of the public k ; and intended for the ufe of the clofet, 
rather than of the folemn ajfembly. Some think "Jeremiah makes 
ihefe complaints, not only as an intercejfor for Ifrael, but as a type 
of Chrijly who was thought by fome to be Jeremias, the weeping 
prophet, hecaufe he was much in tears, Matt. xvi. 14. and to 
him many of the pajfages here may be applied. 

i.T -dm the man that hath feen afHidtion by the rod of 
^ his wrath. 2. He hath led me and brought me 
into darknefs, but not into light. 3. Surely againft me 
is he turned, he turneth his hand againft vie all the day. 
a My flefh and my flcin hath he made old, he hath 
broken my bones. 5 



a 



He hath builded againft me, 
nd compaffed vie with gall and travel. 6. He hath 
let me in dark places, as they that be dead of old. 7. 
He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out : he 
hath made my chain heavy. 8. Alfo when I cry and 
fhout, he fhutteth out my prayer. 9. He hath enclo- 
fed my ways with hewn ftone : he hath made my paths 
crooked. 10. He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, 
and as a lion in fecret places. it. He hath turned a- 
fide my ways, and pulled me in pieces : he hath made 
me defolate. 12. He hath bent his bow, and fet me 
as a mark for the arrow. 13. He hath caufed the ar- 
rows of his quiver to enter into my reins. 14. I was a 
derifion to all my people, and their fong all the day. 
15. He hath filled me with bitternefs, he hath made 
me drunken with wormwood. 16. He hath alfo bro- 
ken my teeth with gravel-ftones, he hath covered me 
with allies, .17. And thou haft removed my foul fir 
off from peace: 1 forgat profperity. 18. And I faid, 
My ftrength and my hope is perifhed from the LORD, 
19. Remembring mine affliction and my mifery, the 
wormwood and the gall. 20. My foul hath them ftill 
in remembrance, and is humbled in me. 

The title of the cii, Pfalm might very fitly be prefixed to this 
chapter ; The prayer of the afflicled when he is overtvhehncd, and 
pours out his complaint before the Lord ; for it is very feelingly and 
fluently that the complaint is here poured out : Let us obferve the 
particulars of it. 

1. The prophet complains that God is angry ; this gives both 
birth and bitternefs to the affliction, ver. 1, I a?n the man, the re- 
markable man, that hath feen affliction, and has felt it fenfibly by 
the rod of his zurath. Note, God is fome times angry with his 
own people; yet it is to be complained of, riot as a fword to cut 
off, but only as a rod to correct ; it is to them the rod 
wrath, a chaftening which, though grievous for the prefent, will, 
111 the ifiiie, be advantageous. By this rod we muft expect to fee 
affliction, and if we be made to fee more than ordinary afHiction by 
that rod, we muft not quarrel, for we are fure the anger is juft, 
and the affliction mild, and mixed with mercy. 

2. That he is at a lofs, and altogether in the dark ; darknefs 
is put for great trouble and perplexity, the want both of comfort 
and of direction ; this was the cafe of the complainant, ver. 2. 
ft hath led me, by his providence, and an unaccountable chain of 
events, into darknefs, and 7iot into light the darknefs I feared, and 
not into the light I hoped for. And, ver. 6. He hath fet ?ne in 
dark places, dark as trie grave, like thofe that be dead of old, that 
arc quite forgotten, no body knows who or what they were, 
note, The Ifrael of God, though children of light, fome times 
walk in darknefs. 

3' That God appears againft: him as an enemy, as a profefled 
nemy. God had been for him, but now furcly againjf me is he 
turned, ver. 3. as far as I can difcern, for his hand is turned a- 
myl me all the day, I am chajlencd every morning, Pfalm lxxiii. 



oj his 



14. And when God's hand is continually turned againft u % we 
are tempted to think that his heart is turned againft us too God 
had faid once, H G f v. 14. / will be as a lion to the houfe ofjudab 
and now he has made his word good, ver. to. He was unto me as 
a bear lying in wait, furprizing me with his judgments, and as a 
hon in fecret places ; fo that which way foever I went, I was in 
continual fear of being fet upon, and could never think my felf 
fafe. Do men fhoot at thofe they are enemies to ? He hath bent 
his bow, the bow that was ordained againft the church's perfecu- 
tors, that is bent againft her fons, ver. 12. He hath fet me as a 
?nark for his arrow, which he aims afc, and will be fure to hit, 
and then the arrows of his quiver enter into my reins, give me a 
•mortal wound, an inward wound, ver. 13. Note, God has ma- 
ny arrows in his quiver, and they fly fwift, and pierce deep. 

4. That he is as one forely afflifted both in body and mind. 
The Jewifli ftate may now be fitly compared to a man wrinkled 
with age, for which there is no remedy, ver. 4. My fiefh and my 
skin has he made old, they are wafted and withered, and I look 
like one that were ready to drop into the grave ; nay, he has bro- 
ken my bones, and fo difabled me to help my felf, ver. is. He has 
filed me with bitternefs, a bitter fenfe of thefe calamities. God has 
accefs to the fpirit, and can fo imbitter that, as thereby to imbitter 
all the enjoyments ; as when the ftomach is foul, whatever is eaten 
fours in it. He has made ?ne drunk zuith zvormzvood, i. e. fo in- 
toxicated me v/ith the fenfe of my afflictions, that I know not 
what to fay or do. He hath mingled gravel with my bread, fo 
that my teeth are broken with it, ver. 16. and what I eat is nei- 
ther pleafant nor nourifhing. He hath covered me zuith afies, as 
mourners ufe to be or, as fome read it, he hath fed me zuith 
aftyes ; / have eaten afhes like bread, Pfalm cii. 9. 

5. That he is not able to difcern any way of efcape or delive- 
rance, ver. 5. He hath builded agairjl me, as forts and batteries 
are built againft a befieged city, where there v/as a way open, it 
is now quite made up he hath co?npaJJ'ed me on every fide with 
gall and travel, i. e. I vex and fret, and tire my felf, to find a 
way of efcape, but can find none, ver. 7. He hath hedged ?ne a- 
bout that I cannot get out ; when Jerufalem was befieged, it is faid 
to be co7npaJfed in on every Jide, Luke xix. 43. I am chained, 
and, as fome notorious malefactors are double fettered, and loaded 
with irons, fo he hath made my chain heavy ; and fo, ver. 9. He 
hath inclofed my zuays zuith hewn Jlone, not only hedged up my way 
zuith thorns, Hof. ii. 6. but flopped it up with a ftone wall, which 
cannot be broken through, fo that my paths arc made crooked, i. e. 
I traverfe to and fro to the right hand, to the left, to try to get 
forward, but am ftill turned back. Thofe that walk in the crook- 
ed paths of fin, crofling God's laws, it is juft with God to make 
them walk in the crooked paths of afiiiction, croiling their defigns, 
and breaking their meafures. So, ver. ri. he hath turned cf.de 
ray zu ays, i. e. hath blafted all my counfels, ruined my projects, fo 
that I am neceflitated to yield to my own ruin ; he hath pulled me 
in pieces, lie hath torn and gone away, Hof. v. 14. and -hath made 
me deflate, has deprived me of all fociety, and all comfort in my 
own foul. 

6. That God turns a deaf ear to his prayers, ver. S. When I cry 
and fjout, as one in earneft, as one that would make hiin hear, 
yet he finds out ?ny prayer, and will not fufFer it to have accefs to 
him. God's ear ufeth to be open to the prayers of hid people, and 
his door of mercy to them that knock at it, but now both are fhut, 
even to one that cries and Jhouts. Thus fometimes God feems to 
be angry, even againft the p>rayers of his people, Pfalm lxxx. 5^ 
and their cafe is deplorable indeed, when they are denied not only 
the benefit of an anfwer, but the comfort of acceptance. 

7. That his neighbours make a laughing matter of his troubles, 
ver. 14. I was a derifion to all 7/zy people, to all the wicked among 
them, that made themfelves and one another merry with the pub- 
lick judgments, and particularly the prophet Jeremiah's griefs. I 
am their fong, their neginath, or hand-inirrument of mufick, 
their tabret, Job xvii. 6. that they play upon 5 as Nero on his 
harp, when Rome was on fire. 

8. That he was ready to defpair of relief and deliverance ; thou 
haft not only taken peace from me, but haft removed my foul far 
off from peace, ver. 17. fo that it is net only not within reach, but 
not within ken ; / forget profperity ; it is fo long fince I had it, 
and fo unlikely that I fhould ever recover it, that I have loft the 
idea of it ; have been fo inured to forrow and fervitude, that I 
know not what joy and liberty mean. I have even given up all 
for gone, concluding, 7ny Jlrength and my hope is perifocd from the 
Lord, ver. 18. i. e. I can no longer ftay my felf upon God as my 
fupport, for I do not find he gives me encouragement to do fo ; 
nor can I look for his appearing in my behalf, fo as to put an end 
to my troubles, for the cafe feems rem edilefs, and even my God 
inexorable. Without doubt, it was his infirmity to fay thus, 
Pfabn Jxxvii. 10. for with God there is ever lajling Jlrength, and 
he is his peoples never failing hope, whatever they may think. 

9. That ejief returned upon every remembrance of his trou- 
bles, and his°reficctions were as melancholy as his profpedts, ver. 
19, 20. Did he endeavour, as Job did, to forget his compla'mt ? 
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'think of it, thus heavy did it lie when he reviewed it ! It was an 
affliction that was mifery it felf 5 my affliction and my iranfgrejjion, 
fome'read it ; my trouble, and my itn that brought it upon me 5 
That was the woivriwood and the gall in the affliclio7i and the mifery 5 
it is fin that ftiakes the cup of affliction a bitter cup. My foul 
%ath them Jllll in rcmcmbra?ice. The captives in Babylon had all 
the "miferi^s of the fiege in their mind continually, and the flames 
and fains of Jerufalem ftill before their eyes, and wept when they 
Ycmembred Zion; nay, they could never forget jferufalem, Pfalm 
exxxvii. I, 5. my font having them in rc7ne?nbrance is humbled in 
me, not only opprefled with a fenfe of the trouble, but in bitter- 
xiefs for fin. Note, Jt becomes us to have humble hearts under 
tumbling providences, and to renew our penitent humiliations for 
fin, upon every remembrance of our afflictions and miferies. Thus 
we may get good by former corrections, and .prevent further. 

21. This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 
22. 5 It is of the LORDs mercies that we are not con- 
fumed, becaufe his companions fail not. 23. They are 



vifits us with them every morning , Job vii. 18. every m 
1 he bring his judgment to light, Zeph: iii. 5. When'' 'our*'^ ^ 



fail, yet God's -companions do not. 2. That great is h* f-\ • 
nefs. Though the covenant (eemed to be broken, "they / °- f u ^ 
it ftill continues in full force ; and though Jerufalem be ^ 
the truth of the Lord endures for ever. Note, Whatev 
things we fuffer, we muft never entertain any hard thoir K 
God, but muft ftill be ready to ov/n that he is both kind ai iff \ 



ts of 



ful. 



. 3- That God is, and ever will be, the all-fufficient happiref 
his people, and. they have chofen him, and depend upon him t f 
fo, wr m 24. The Lord is my portion, faith my foul • thaf 
1. When I have loft all I have in the world, liberty and 



•is, 



hood, and almoft life it felf, yet I have not loft mv Fn^Jli^* 
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new every morning 
The LORD 



great is thy faithfulnefs. 



24 



zs my portion, faith my foul, therefore 
will I hope in him. 25. The LORD is good unto 
them that wait for him, to the foul that fseketh him. 



God. Portions on earth are perifhing things, but God j s a 4 
for ever. 2. While I have an intereft in God, therein I have^ 

trouble? 



26. It is good that a man fhould both hope, 
etly wait for the ialvation of the LORD. 



and qui- 
27. It is 



hath born it upon him. 
the duft, if fo be there 



good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 
28, He fitteth alone, and keepeth filence, becaufe he 

29. He putteth his mouth in 
may be hope. 30. He giveth 
'his cheek to him that fmketh him, he is filled full with 
reproach. 31. For the LORD will not caft off for 
ever. 32. But though he caufe grief, . yet will he have 
compaffion according to the multitude of his mercies. 

0 . For he doth not afflift willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men, 



3° 



nough ; I have that which is fufficient to balance all my 
and make up all my lofles. Whatever we are robbed of our 
tion is fafe. 3. That is that which I depend "upon, and' reft M*" 
fied with ; therefore will I hope in him : I will flay my felf u 
him, and encourage my felf in him, when all other fupports P °H 
encouragements foil me. Note, It is our duty to make God h 
portion of our fouls, and then to make ufe of him as our port* 
and to take the comfort of it in the midft of our lamentations 0 " 1 

4. That thofe who deal with God will find it is not in vain 
truft in him ; for, 1 . He is good to thofe that do fo, Ver , J° 
He is good to all, his tender mercies are over all his works, ail hi' 
creatures tafte of his goodneft, but he is in a particular manner P w 
to them that wait for him, to the foul that fecketh him. Note 
While trouble is prolonged," and deliverance is deferred, we muft 
patiently wait for God, and his gracious returns to us / while we 
wait for him by faith, we muft feek hhn by prayer ; our fouls muft 
feek him, elfe we do not feek fo as to find ; our feeking will help 
to keep up our waiting 5 and to thofe who. thus wait and feek 
God will be gracious, he will fhew them his marvellous loving kkL 
nefs. 2. They that do fo will find it good for them, ver. 26 It 



,4. Tocrulh under his get all , he VSA ZXZtH&ilSZSi'.'i 



prifoners of the earth, 35 
a man before the face of the 
Vert a man in his caufe, the 



To turn afide the right of 
moft High, 36. To fab- 
Li ORD appro veth not. 



Here the clouds begin to fcatter, and the sky to clear up ; the 
complaint was very melancholy in the former part of the chapter, 
and yet here the tune is altered, and the mourners in Zion begin 
to look a little pleafant. But for hope heart would break. To 
ilive the heart from being quite broken, here is fomething called to 
wind 9 which gives ground for hope, ver. 21. which refers to what 
comes after, not to what goes before. This that follows, I make 
to return to my heart, fo the margin words it ; what we have had 
in our hearts, and have laid to our hearts, is fometimes as if it were 
quite loft and forgotten, till God by his grace make it to return to 
our hearts, that it may be ready to us when we have occafion to 
ufe it. I recall it to ?nind, therefore have I hope, and am kept from 
downright defpair. 

Let us fee what thefe things are which he calls to mind. 

1 . That as bad as things are, it is owing to the mercy of God 
that they are not worfe. We are afflicied by the rod of his wrath, 
but, it is cf the Lord? s mercies that we arc not confumcd, ver. 22. 
When we arc in diflrels, wc fhould, for the encouragement of our 
faith and hope, obferve what makes for us, as well as what makes 
againft us. Things arc bad, but they might have been worfe, 
and therefore there is hope they may" be better. Obferve here, 

1. The f creams of mercy acknowledged, we : are not confumcd. 
Note, i he church of God is like Mofes's bufh burning, yet not 
confumcd ; whatever hardihips it has met with, or may "meet with, 
it fhall have a being in the world to the end of times. It is per- 
fected of men, but not forfaken of God, and therefore, though it 
is cajl dotvn, it is not dcjlroyed, 2 Cor. iv. 9. corrected, yet not 
conjitmedi refined in the furnace as ftlver, but not confumcd as drofe. 

2. Thefe A reams followed up to the fountain. It is cf the Lord's 
mercies. Here are mercies in the plural number, noting the abun- 
dance and variety of thofe mercies ; God is an inexhauftible foun- 
tain of mercy, the Father of mercies. Note, W e all owe it to the 
fparing mercy of God that zue are not confumcd-, others have been 
confumcd round about us, and we our felves have been in the con- 
fumine* and yet wc are not confiimed ; we are out of the grave, 

hell. 



we are 



of 



Had we been dealt with according to our fins, 
we had been confumed long ago, but we have been dealt with 
according to God's mercies, and we are bound to acknowledge it to 
his praife. 

2. That even in the depth of their affliction they ftill have ex- 
perience of the tendernefs of the divine pity, and the truth of the 
divine promife. They had feveral times complained .that God had 
not pitied, chap. h\ 17, 21. but here they corrected themfelves, 
and own, 1. That Gods companions fail not ; they do not really 
fail, no not then when in anger he teems to have /hut up his tender 
mercies. Thefe rivers of mercy run fully and conftantly, but ne- 
ver run dry : No, they are new every morning, i. c. every morn- 
ing we have frefh in fiances of God's compaffion towards us; he 



fatisfaclion, to hope, a?id quietly to' wait for the fa ha tion of the Lord 
To hope that it will come, though the difficulties that lie in "the 
way of it feem infupportable ; to wait till it doth come, though it 
be long delayed 3 and while we wait to be quiet and filent°not 
quarrelling with God, or making our felves uneafy, but acquiefcing 
in the divine difpofals : Father, thy will be done. If we call this to 
mfnd, we may have hope that all will end well at laft* 

5. That affli&ions are really good for us, and if we bear them 
aright, will work very much for our good. It is not only good to 
hope and wait for the falvation, but it is good to be under the 
trouble in the mean time, ver. 27. // is good for a man that he 
bear the yoke in his youth. Many of the young men were carried 
into captivity, and to make them eafy in it, he tells them it was 
good for them to bear the yoke of that captivity, and they would 
find it fb, if they would but accommodate themfelves to their con- 
dition, and labour to anfwer God's ends in laying that heavy yoke 
upon them. It is very applicable to the yoke of God's commands; 
it is good for young people to take that yoke upon them in their 
youth we cannot begin too foon to be religious j it will make our 
duty the more acceptable to God, and eafy to our felves, if we en- 
gage in it when we are young. But here it feems to be meant of 
the yoke of affliction ; many have found it good to bear this in 
youth, it has made them humble and ferious, and has weaned 
them from the world, who otherwife would have been proud and 
unruly, and as a bullock unaccujlomed to the yoke. But when do v/e 
hear the yoke fo as that it is really good for us to hear it in our youth ? 
He anfwers, in the following verfes, 1. When we are fedate and 
quiet under our afflictions ; when we fit alone, and keep filence \ do 
not run to and fro into all companies with our complaints, aggra- 
vating our calamities, and quarrelling with the difpofals of provi- 
dence concerning us, but retire into privacy, that we may in a day 
of adverfity confider, fit alone, that w r e may converfe with God, 
and commune with our own hearts, filencing all difcontented, di- 
ilruftful thoughts, and laying our hand upon our mouth, as Aaron, 
who, under a very fevere trial, held his peace. We muft keep 
filence under the yoke, as thofe that have boVn it upon us, not 
wilfully pulled it upon our own necks, but patiently fubmitted to 
it, when God laid it upon us. When thofe that are arHiftedin 
their youth, accommodate themfelves to their afflictions, fit their 
necks to the yoke, and ftudy to anfwer God's end in affixing 
them, then they will find it good for them to bear it, for it yields 
the peaceable fruit cf right eoitf nefs to thofe who are thus exerctjd 
thereby. 2. When we are humble and patient under ou r affliction ; 
he gets good by the yoke, that puts his mouth in the dtift, not only 
lays his hand upon his mouth, in token of fubmiflion to the will of 
God in the affliction, but puts it in the duft, in token of forrow 
and fhame, and felf-lothing, at the remembrance of fin, and as 
one perfectly reduced and reclaimed, and brought, as thofe that 
are vanquifhed* to lick the chtft y P/alm Ixxii. 9. And we muft 
thus humble our felves, if fo be there may be hope, or, as it isin 
the original, peradventure there is hope. If there be any way to 
acquire and fecure a good hope under our afflictions, it is this way, 

and vet we muft be very modeft in our expectations of it* niu f 
J ' loot 



1 



Chap. III. 
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Chap. HI 




v f r it with an, it ?nay be, as thofe that own our fclves utterly 
rthy of it. Note, Thofe that are truly humbled for fin, will 
T^zhd to obtain a good hope, through grace, upon any terms, 



; and thofe that would 
grace if they have any 



u frrh thev put their mouth in the dujl for it ; 
iSope muft do fo, and afcribe it to free < 

ourae;ements, which may keep their hearts from finking into the 
Z \\ when they put their mouth there. .3. When we are meek 
mild towards thofe that are the inftruments of our trouble, and 

^HMatt. v. 39.) than returns the fecond blow. Our Lord Je- 



a ^of a forgiving fpirit, wr. 30. He gets good by the yoke that 
fl * e ^ fmiteth him, and rather tanw r£<? 



- has left us an example of this, for lie gave his back to the . fmi- 
4 jf a- ] s 6. He that can bear contempt and reproach > and not 
*** der railing fir railings and bitternefs for bitternefs 5 that, when 
iljs Bled full kviih reproach, keeps it to himfelf, and doth not 
xetort it, and empty it again upon thofe that filled him with it, 
I it tours it out before the Lord (as thofe did, Pfahn cxxiii. 4. whofe 
fuls wt? e e* cee£ li n &b filled with the contempt of the proud ) he {hall 
Jnd it good to bear the yoke \ and that it fhall turn to his fpiritual ad- 
Vantage- The fum is, If tribulation work patience, that patience 
will work experience, and that experience a hope that rnaketh not a- 

$ dined. 

J 6, That God will gracioufly return to his people with feafonable 
comforts, according to the time that he has afflicted them, ver. 31, 
<i% t Therefore the fufferer is thus penitent, thus patient, becaufe 
jje believes that God is gracious and merciful, which is the great 
inducement both to evangelical repentance, and to chriftian pati- 
ence. We may bear up our felves with this, 1. That when we 
are caft down, yet we are not caft off ; the father's correcting his 
fon is not a difinheriting of him. 2. -That though we may feem 
to be caft oft for a time, while fenfible comforts are fufpended, and 
dcfircd falvations deferred, yet we are riot really caft off, becaufe 
not caft off for ever ; the controverfy with us fhall not be perpetu- 
al 3- That whatever forrow we are in, it is what God has al- 
lotted u?, and his hand is in it : It is he that caufeth grief, and 
therefore we may be fure it is ordered wifely and gracioufly ; and 
it is but for a feafon, and when need is, that we are in heavinefs, 
3 Pet. i. 6. 4. That God has companions and comforts in ftore, 
even for thofe whom he hath himfelf grieved ; we muft be far from 
thinking that though God caufe grief, the world will relieve 
and help us ; no, the very fame that caufed the grief, muft bring 
in the favour, or we are undone ; una eademqne manus vulnus cpem- 
quetulit; he hath torn, and he will heal us, Hofi vi. 1. 5. That 
when God returns to deal gracioufly with us, it will be not accor- 
ding to our merits, but according to his mercies, according to the 
mdtiiude, the abundance of his mercies. So unworthy we arc, that 
nothing but an abundant mercy will relieve us ! and from that 
what may we not cxpeCt ? And God's caufing our grief ought to 
be no discouragement at all to thofe expectations. 

7. That when God doth caufe grief it is for wife and holy ends, 
and he takes not delight in our calamities, ver. 33. He doth in- 
deed afflicl and grieve the children of men, all their grievances and 
afflictions are from him, but he doth not do it zvillingly, not from 
the heart, fo the word is, u e. r. He never afflicts us but when 
we give him caufe to do it $ he doth not difpenfe his frowns as he 
doth his favours, ex mero motu ; if he fhew us kindnefs, it is be- 
caufe fo it feemeth good unto him ; but if he write bitter things a- 
gainft us, it is becaufe we both defer ve it, and need it. 2. He 
doth not afflidt with pleafure ; he delights not in the death of fin- 
ners, or the dilquiet of faints, but punifheth with a kind of re- 
lu&ancy ; he comes out of his place to punifh, for his place is the 
mercy-feat : He delights not in the mifery of any of his creatures, 
but for his own people he is fo far from it, that in all their afflicti- 
ons he is afflicted, and his foul is grieved for the mifery of Ifraeh 
3. He retains his kindneft for his people even then when he afHicts 
them : If he doth not willingly grieve the children of men, much 
lefs his own children ; however it be, yet God is good to them, 
Pfalm lxxiii. 1. and they may by faith fee love in his heart, even 
then when they fee frowns in his face, and a rod in his hand. 

8. That though he makes ufe of men as his hand, or rather in- 
ftruments in his hand, for the correcting of his people, yet he is 
far from being pleafed with the injuftice of their proceedings, and 
the wrong they doi them, ver. 34, 35, 36. Though God ferves 
his own purpofes by the violence of wicked and unrealbnable men, 
yet it doth not therefore follow that he countenanceth that vio- 
lence, as his opprefTed people are fometimes tempted to think, Hab. 
J » 1 3* therefore lookejl thou upon them that deal treacheroufly ? Two 
ways the people of God are injured and opprefTed by their enemies, 
and the prophet here allures us, that God doth not approve of ei- 
ther of them. 



dstk 



I. If men injure them by force of arms, God 
not approve of that : He doth not himfelf cruft) under his feet 
the pr if oners of the earth, but he regards t he cry of the prisoners ; 
nor doth he approve of mens doing it ; nay, he is much difpleafed 
^th it. It is barbarous to trample on them that are down, and 
to crufh thofe that are bound, and cannot help themfelves. 2. If 
fflen injure them under colour of law, and in the pretended admi- 
luftratkm of jufticc ; if they turn afide the right of a man, fo that 
he cannot dif cover what his rights are, or cannot come at them, 
they are out of his reach ; if they fubvert a man in his caufe, and 

bn ng in a wrong verdiCt, or give a faife judgment 3 let them know, 

N°. 65. 



(I.) That God fees them : It is before the face of the' mojl High, 
ver. 35 it is in his fight, under his eye, and is very difpleafine to 
him, they cannot but know it is fo, and therefore it is in defiance 
of him that they do it : He is the mojl High, whofe authority over 
them they contemn, by abiifing their authority over their fob-efts • 
not conhdermg that he that is higher than the higheft regardeth y 
r cc !t Vm 7 ( 2 0 That God doth not approve cf them, more is 
implied than is exprefled ; the perverting of juftice, and the fub- 
verting of the juft, is a great affront to God ; and though he may 

make ufe oi this for the correftion of his people, vet he will, focri- 
er or later, feverely reckon with thofe that do thus. Note, Flow- 
ever God may for a time fuffer evil doers to profoer, and ferve his 
own purpofes by them, yet he doth not therefore approve of their 
evil doings. Far be it from God that he fhould do iniquity, cr 
countenance thofe that do it. . 

* 

37. ? Who is he that faith, and it cbmeth to pafs^ 
when the LORD commanded! it not? 38. Out of 
the mouth of the moft High proceeded! not evil and 
good ? 39. Wherefore doth a living man complain, a 
man for the punifhment of his fins ? 40. Let us fearch 
and try our ways, and turn again to the- LORD. 41. 
Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens* 

That we may be entitled b the comforts adminiflred to the af- 
flidted ih the foregoing verfes, and may tafte the fweetnefs of 
them, wc have here the duties of an afflifted ftate prefcribed to us-, 
in the performance of which we may expeft thofe comforts, 

t. We muft fee and acknowledge the hand of Gcd in all the 
calamities that befal us at any time, whether perfohal or publick* 
ver. 37, 38. This is here laid down as a great truth, which will 
help to quiet our fpirits under our afflictions, and to fan&ify them 
to us, r. That whatever mens actions are, it is God that over- 
rules them : JVho is he that faith, and it comeih to pafs, i. e. that 
defigns a thing, and brings his defigns to effeft, if the Lord com- 
mandeth it not ? Men can do nothing but according to the coun- 
fel of God, nor have any power or fuccefs but what is given them 
from above. A man's heart devifeth his way, he projefts and pur- 
pofeth, he^ faith he will do fo and ib. Jam. iv. 13. but the Lord 
direcleth his Jleps, far otherwife than he defigned them, and what 
he contrived and expeaed doth not come to pafs, unlefs it be what 
God's hand and his counfel had determined before to be done* 
Prov. xvi. 9. Jer. x. 23. The Chaldeans faid they would deftroy 
Jerufalem, and it came to pafs, not becaufe they faid it, but becaufe 
Gcd commanded it, and commiffioned them to do it. Note, 
Men are but tcols, which the great God makes ufc of, and mana- 
geth as he pleafeth, in the government of this lower world ; and 
they cannot accomplish any of their defigns without him. 2. That 
whatever mens lot is, it is God that orders it: Gut of the nwuih of 
the mijl High doth not evil and good proceed ? Yes, certainly it 
doth ; and it is more emphatically exprefled in the original. Doth 
not this evil, and this good, proceed cut of the mouth of the ?noJl 
High ? Is it not what he has ordained and appointed for us ? Yes, 
certainly it is ; and for the reconciling of us to our own afHiclions, 
whatever they be, this general truth muft thus be particularly ap^ 
plied. This comfort I receive from the hand of God, and Jhall I 
not receive that evil alfo,- as Job argues, chap. ii. 10. Are we 
healthful or ftckly ? rich or poor ? do we fucceed in our defigns ? 
or are we croffed in them ? it is all what God ordereth ; every 
marts judgment proceedctb from him : 'The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken azuay ; he forms the light, and creates the darknefs, as 
he did at firft. Note, All the events of divine providence are the 
produces of a divine counfel ; whatever is done God has the di- 
recting of it, and the works of his hands agree with the words of 
his mouth; he fpcaks, audit is done ; fo eaiily, fo effectually, are 
all his purpofes fulfilled ! 

2. We muft not quarrel with God for any affliction that he lays 
upon us at any time, ver. 39. TP"be?'cfore doth a living man co?n- 
plain ? The prophet here feems to check himfelf for the com- 
plaints he had made in the former part of the chapter, wherein he 
feemed to reflect upon God as unkind and fevere. Do I well to be 
angry ? Why do I fret thus ? Thofe who in their hafte have 
chidden with God, muft, in the reflection, chide themfelves for it. 
From the doctrine of God's fovereign and univerfal providence, 
which he had aflertcd in the verfes before, he draws this inference, 
Wherefore doth a living man complain ? What God doth we muft 
not open our mouths againft, Pfahn xxxix. 9. They that blame 
their lot, reproach him that allotted it to them. The fufferers in 
the captivity, muft fubniit to the will of God in all their fufferings. 
Note, Though we may pour out our complaints before God, we 
muft never exhibit any complaints againft God. What ! fhall a 
living man complain, a man for the puni/hment of his fins ? The 
reafons here urged arc very cogent. I. We are men, let us herein 
(hew our felves men. Shall a man complain ? and again, a man ! 
We are men, and not brutes, rcafonablc creatures, that fhould act 
with reafon, that fhould look upwards, and look forwards, and 
both ways may fetch confiderations enow to filence our complaints. 
We are men^ and not children, that cry for every thing that 
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-hurts them ; we are men, and not gods, fubje&s, not lords, are 
not our own matters, not our own carvers, we are bound and muft 
-obey, muftfubmit; we are men, and not angels, and therefore 
cannot expeft to be free from troubles, as they are ; we are not 
inhabitants of that world where there is no forrow, but this where 
there is nothing but forrow ; we arc men, and not devils, are not 
' -in that deplorable, helplefs, hopelefs ftate that they are in, but have 
Something to comfort our felvcs with which they have not. 2. We 
are living men - y through the good hand of our God upon us we 
are alive & yet, though dying daily ; and fhall a living man com- 
plain? No, he has more reafon to be thankful for life, than to 
complain of any of the burthens and calamities of life. Our lives 
are frail, and forfeited, and yet we are alive ; now the living, the 
Uving they fliould praife, and not complain, Ifa. xxxviii. 19. while 
there is life there is hope, and therefore, inftead of complaining 
that things are bad, we fliould encourage our felves with hopes that 
■they wilf be better. 3. We arc finful men, and that which we 
complain of is the juft pumfmncnt of our fins \ nay, it is far lefs 
than our iniquities have defcrved 5 we have little reafon to com- 
plain of our trouble, for it is our own doing, we may thank our 
felves, our own wickednefs corrects us, Prov. xix. 3. no reafon to 
quarrel with God, for he is righteous in it, he is the governor of 
the world, and it is neceflary he fliould maintain the honour of 
his government, by chaftifing the difobedient. Are we fuffering 
for our fins ? then let us not complain, for we have other work to 
do, inftead of repining, wc muft be repenting ; and, as an evi- 
dence that God is reconciled to us, we muft be endeavouring to 
reconcile our felvcs to his holy will. Are we pnnijhed for our fins ? 
it is our wifdom then to fubmit, and to kifs the rod, for if we ftill 
_walk contrary to God, he will punifti us yet feven times more, for 
tvhen he judgcih he will overcome ; but if we accommodate our 
felves to him, though we be chaflcned of the Lord, we fhall not be 
condemned with the zuorkL 



Thefe are the two things which our 
1. A ferious confideration of our 



3. We muft fet our felves to anfwer God's intention in afflicting 
us, which is to bring fin to our remembrance, and to bring us 

liome to himfelf, ver. 40. 
afflictions fliould put us upon, 
felves, and a reflection upon our lives paft. Let us fearch and try 
our ways, fearch what they have been, and then try whether they 
have been right and good, or no ; fearch as for a malefactor in dif- 
guifc, that flies and hides himfelf, and then try whether guilty or 
not guilty : Let confeience be employed, both to fearch and to try, 
and let it have leave to deal faithfully, to accomplifh a diligent 
fearch, and to make an impartial trial : Let us try our ways, that 
by them we may try our felvcs, for we are to judge of our ftate, 
not by our faint wiflies, but by our fteps 5 not by one particular 
ftep, buf by our ways ; the ends we aim at, the rules we go by, 
and the agreeablenefs of the temper of our minds, and the tenor of 
our lives to thofe ends, and thofe rules. When we are in afflicti- 
on it is feafonahle to corfidcr our ways, Hag. i. 5. that what is a- 
mi/s may be repented of, and amended for the future, and fo we 
may anfwer the intention of the affliction. We are apt in times 
of publick calamity to reflect upon other peoples ways, and lay 
blame upon them, whereas our bufinefs is to fearch and try our own 

wc have work enough to do at home ; we muft each of us 
■Say, What have I done ? What have I contributed to the publick 
flames ? that we may each of us mend one, and then we fliould 



ways , 



all be mended. 2. A fincere converfion to God ; let us turn a 
gain to the Lord, to him who is turned againft us, and whom we 
have turned from ; to him let us turn by repentance and reforma- 
tion, as to our Owner and Ruler : We have been with him, and 
it has never been well with us fmce we forfook him, let us there- 
fore now turn again to him. This muft accompany the former, 
and be the fruit of it ; therefore we muft fearch and try our ways, 
that we may turn from the evil of them to God ; this was the me- 
thod David took, Pfalm cxix. 59. / thought on my ways, and 
turned my feet unto thy tefli 'monies. 

4. We muft offer up our felves to God, and our beft affections 
and fer vices, in the flames of devotion, ver* 41. When we are 
in affliction, x. We muft look up to God, as a God in the hcavcjis, 
infinitely above us, and that has an inconteftable dominion over us; 
for the heavens do rule, and is therefore not to be quarrelled with, 
but fubmitted to. 2. We muft pray to him, with a believing ex- 
pectation to receive mercy from him 5 for that is implied in our 
lifting up our hands to him, a gefture commonly ufed in prayer, 
and fometimes put for it, as, Pfalm cxli. 2. Let the lifting up of 
my hands be acceptable in thy fight \ it flgnifies our requefting mer- 
cv from him, and our readinefs to receive that mercy. 3. Our 
hearts muft go along with our prayers ; we muft lift up our hearts 
with our hands, as we muft pour out our fouls with our words : It 
is the heart that God looks at in that and every other fervice ; for 
what will a facrifice without a heart avail ? If inward impreflions 
be not in fome meafure anfwerable to outward expreffions, we do 
but mock God, and deceive our felves. Praying is lifting up the 
foul to God, Pfalm xxv. 1. as to our Father in heaven ; and the 
foul that hopes to be with God in heaven for ever, will thus, by 
frequent acts of devotion, be ftill learning the way thither, and 
prefling forward in that way* 




-42* We nave tranigrejiea and have rebelled 
haft not pardoned. 43. Thou haft covered with' 

and perfecuted us : thou haft {lain, thou haft- tw ai ?? er > 
•S™ , « , ^ ^ 9 . . JUtAt not p ltle ^ 

otir 



44. Thou haft covered thy felf with a cloud, tiff 
.prayers fliould not pafs through-. - - ^ 



^5 



- , - - ~ „ Thou haft I 

us as the off-fcouring and refufe in the midft 

people-, 46. All our enemies have opened thei 

againft us. 47 T? ~ * ~ 

folation and deftru<5lion< 



uui «~Aicuiic:> utf.vc opened their 
Fear and a fnare is come upon 



the 
souths 



IN^ine eye runneth d 
with rivers of water, for the deftruclion of the da 
ter of my people. a.q. Mine eve. trtrlrWK a^. 



49, Mine 

ceafeth not-, without any intermiffion : 



ters of my city . 52 
a bird, without caufe. 



my life 



a; 
oft 



* viuwn, and 

LORD, look down^ and behold from heaven. 1 * C 

Mine eve affefteth mine heart, becaufe of all -the* darn" 

Mine enemies chafed me f ore if' 

53- T^y have cut off * C 
in the dungeon, and caft a ftone upon me. r 4 

ters flowed over mine head, then I faid, I am cut 

It is eafier to chide our felves for complaining, than to chide 
felves out of it ; the prophet had owned thata living man {h 0 . \ 
not complain, as if he checked himfelf for his complaints in thefe 
mer part of the chapter, and yet here the clouds return alter T 
rain, and the wounds bleed afrefh ; for great pains muft be taken 
with a troubled fpirit to bring it into temper. 

(1.) They confefs the righteoufnefs of God in afHicting them 
ver. 42. JVe have tranfgreffed and have rebelled. Note* It be' 
comes us when wc are in trouble to juftify God, by owning our 
fins, and laying the load upon cur felves for them ; call fi n 3 
tranfgreffion, call it a rebellion, and we do not mifcail it ; this is 
the refult of their fearching and trying their ways ; the more they 
enquired into them, the worfe they found them. 

(2.) Yet they complain of the afflictions they are under, not 
without fome reflections upon God, which we are not to imitate 
but under the fharpeft trials muft always think and fpeak highly 
and kindly of him. b 

I. They complain of his frowns, and the tokens of his difelea- 
fure againft them. Their fins were repented cf, and yet, ver. 42. 
thou hajl not pardoned > they had not the afTurance and comfort of 
the pardon ; the judgments brought upon them for their fins were 
not removed, and therefore they thought they could not fay the fin 
was pardoned, which was a miftake, but a common miftake with 
the people of God, when their fouls are caft down, and difquieted 
within them. Their cafe was really piteous, yet they complain, 
thou haft not pitied, ver. 43. Their enemies perfecuted and flew 
them, but that was not the worft of it, they were but the inftru- 
ments in God's hand ; thou hajl perfecuted us, and thou hajl ftam 
us, though we expected thou fhouldft have protected and delivered 
us. They complain, that there was a wall of partition between 
them and God, and, 1. This hindered God's favours from coming 
down upon them \ the reflected beams of God's kindnefs to them 
ufed to be the beauty of Ifrael, but now thou hajl covered us with 
anger, fo that our glory is concealed and gone ; now God is angry 
with us, and we do not appear that illuftrious people that we hare 
formerly been thought to be : Or, thou hajl covered us up, as men 
that are buried are covered up and forgotten. 2. It hindered 
their prayers from coming up unto God, ver. 44. Thou hajl co- 
vered thy felf zvith a cloud, not like that bright cloud in which he 



to 



took puiTeftion of the temple, which enabled the worlhippers 
draw near to him, but like that in which he came down upon 
mount Sinai, which obliged the people to ftand at a diftancc ; this 
cloud is fo thick, that our prayers leem as if they were loft in it, 
they cannot pafs through, we cannot obtain an audience. Note* 
The prolonging of troubles is fometimes a temptation, even to 
praying people, to queftion whether God be, what they have al- 
ways believed him to be, a prayer-hearing .God, . 

2. They complain of the contempt of their neighbours, and the 
reproach and ignominy they were under, ver. 45. Thou hajl mak 
us as the. ojf-fcouring, or fcrapings of the firft floor, which are 
thrown to the dunghil. This St. Paul refers to, in his account of 
the fufFerings of the apoftles, 1 Cor. iv. 13. JVc are made as the 
filth of the world, and are the off-fcouring of all things. We are 
the refufe, or drofs, in the midft of the people, trodden upon by 
every body, and looked upon as the vileft of the nations, and good 
for nothing but to be caft out as fait which has lo/l its favour. 
And, ver. 46. Our enemies have opened their mouths againft uh 
have gaped upon us as roaring lions, to fwallow us up 5 or made 
mouths at us ; or have taken liberty to fay what they pleafe of us; 
thefe complaints we had before, chap. ii. 15, 16. Note, It IS 
common for bafe and ill-natured men to run upon, and run down, 
thofe that are fallen into the depths of diftrefej from the height of 
honour, - But this they brought upon them felvcs by fin ; if they 
had not made themfelves vile, their enemies could not have made 
them fo ; but therefore men call them reprobate fiver, becaufe tw 
Lord has rejecled them, for rejecting him. 

3. They complain of the lamentable deftruclion that their ene- 
mies made of them, ver* aj< Fear and a fnare is come upon us, *{« e 

' J enema* 
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lhc y a the dcjlru&ion of the daughter of my people, ver. 48. 3/^*// 
jtahters of my city, ver. 51. The enemies having taken fome 



have not only terrified us with thofe alarms, but prevailed 
enemies ^ tne ir ftratagerns, and furprized us with the ambufhes 
^aini l y ^ ^ t h en follows nothing but dcfalaiion and dcftrit- 

lllCy * - 

^ of ? ^ 

//& i/r// in a fnare ; chafed others, as a harmlefs bird is 
°^ VTh'v 1 bird of prey, ver. 52. Mine enemies chafed me fore like 
C r // which is -beaten from bufh to bufh, as Saul hunted David 
V * lartridge. Thus reftlefs was the enmity of their perfecutors, 
a ^ t caU felefs, they have done it without canfe, without any pro- 
ton '<nven them ; though God was righteous, they were un- 
voca & pavid often complains of thofe that hated him without 

fuch are the enemies of Chrift and his church, John 



4 » 

ed the caufes of my foul, thou haft redeemed my life. 

59. O LORD, thou haft feen my wrong, nidge thou 

my caufe. 60. Thou haft feen all their vengeance*, and 

all their invaginations again ft me. 61. Thou haft heard 
their 



and all their 



lmagma- 



Their enemies chafed them till they had ' quite prevailed 

Tthey have cutoff' my life in the dungeon. They 



are as 




Their de- 



account. 



.jighteous.- 

XV " 25 'm ver S3 

T^c (hut up their captives in clofe and dark prifons, where they 
it were cut off from the land of the living, as, ver. 6. or, 
h {rate and kingdom is funk and ruined, the life and being of it 
* (rone and it is as it were thrown into the dungeon or grave, 
3S d a font cajl upon it, fuch as ufed to be rolled to the door of the 
\tulchres. They look upon the Jewifh nation as dead and buri- 
ed nnd that there is no poftibility of its rcfurrection. Thus 
tricl faw it in vifion a valley full of dead and dry bones. 
flructfon is compared, not only to the burying of a dead man, but 
to the finking 'of a living man into the water, who cannot long be 
livin 0 * man there, ver. 54. Waters of affliction flowed over mine 
■h?(?d the deluge prevailed and quite overwhelmed them, the Chal- 
dean forces broke in upon them, as the breaking forth of waters, 
which rofe fo high as to flow over their heads ; they could not wade, 
'they could not fwim, and therefore muft unavoidably fink. Note, 
The diftrefles of God's people fomctimes prevail to that- degree, 
that they cannot find any footing for their faith, nor keep their 
head above water, with any comfortable expectation. 

a. They complain of their own exceflive grief and fear upon this 

1. The afflicted church is drowned in tears, and the 
prophet for her, ver. 48, 49. Mine eye runs down with rivers of 
imiicr, fo abundant was their weeping! it trickleth down, and ceaf 
'cth n:t 0 fo conftant was their weeping ! without any intermiffion, 
there beinsc no relaxation of their miferies : The diftcmper was in 
continual extremity, and they had no better day. It is added, ver. 
51, 'Mine' eye affecTctb mine hearty my feeing eye affects my heart; 
the more I look upon the defolations of the city and country, the 
more I am grieved 5 which way foever I caft mine eye, I fee that 
which renews my for row, even becaufe of all the daughters of ?ny 
f /Vv, Vc. 'all the neighbouring towns, which were as daughters to 
jerufalem, the mother city. Or, my zuecping eye affecls my heart ; 
the venting of the grief, inftead of eafi'ng it, did but increafe and 
exafperafe it. Or, mine eye melteth ?ny foul, i. e. I have quite 
wept away my fpirits ; not only mine eye is confumed with grief, 
but my foul and my life is fpent with it, Pi aim xxxi. 9, to. Great 
and long grief exhaufts the fpirits, and brings not only many a gray 
'head, but many a green head too to the grave. I weep, faith the 
prophet, more than all the daughters of ?ny city, fo the margin reads 
it; he outdid even thofe of the tender fex in the expreffions of 
grief: And it is no diminution to any to be much in tears for the 
fins of finners, and the fufFe rings of faints ; our Lord Jefus was fo \ 
for ivhen he came 71 car he beheld this fame city, and wept over it, 
which the daughters of Jerufalem did not. 2. She is overwhelmed 
with fears 5 not only grieves for what is, but fears worfe, and 
gives up all forgone, ver. 54. Then I J aid, lam cutoff, ruined, 
and fee no hope of recovery ; I am as one dead. Note, Thofe that 
are caft down, are commonly tempted to think themfclvcs caft off, 
Pfalm xxxi. 1%. fonah ii. 4. 

5. In the mid ft of thefe fad complaints here is one word of corii- 
foit, by which it appears that their cafe was not altogether fo bad 
as they made it, ver. 50. We continue thus weeping till the Lord 
hole down, and behold from heaven. This intimates, 1. That they 
were fatisfied God's gracious regard to them in their miferies, 
would be an effectual red reft of all their grievances. If Godj who 
now covers himfelf with d cloud, as if he took no notice of our 
troubles^ (Job xxii; 13.) would but fhihe forth, all would be 
well; if he look upon us, we fall be faved, Pfalm Ixxxi 19. 
Dan. ix. tj: As bad as the cafe isj one favourable look from 
heaven will fet all to rights, 2. That they had hopes he would at 
length look gracioufly upon" them, and relieve them nay, they 
take it for granted that he will 5 though he contend long, he will 
not contend for ever, though we deferve he fhoukl. 3. That 
while they continued weepings they continued waiting ; and nei- 
thcr did, nor would-, expect relief and fuccour from any hand but 
his ; nothing fhall comfort them but his gracious returns, nor fhall 
any thing wipe tears from their eyes till he look down. Their eyes, 
which now run down zvith zvater, (hall ftill wait upon the Lord 
their God until that he have mercy upon them, Pfalm exxiii. 2. 

55 : 5 I called upon thy name* O LORD, out of the" 
low dungeon; 56. Thou haft heard my voice* hide 
pot thine ear at my breathing, at my cry ; §y s Thou 
wcweft near in the day that I called upon thee : thou 

Fear not; 



reproach, O LORD, 
tions againft me. 62. The lips of thofe that rofe up 
againft me; and their device againft me all the day. 
63-. Behold their fitting down and their rifing up, I 
am their mufick. 64; Render unto them a 'recompence* 
O^ LORD, according to the work of their hands. 65; 
Give them forrow of heart', thy curfe unto them. 66. 
Perfecute and deftroy them in anger, from under the 
heavens of the LORD. 



I 



We niay obferve throughout this chapter a ftruggle in the prophet's 
breaft between fenfe and faith, fear and hope, he complains and then 
comforts himfelf, yet drops his comforts, and returns again to his 
complaints, as Pfal. xlii. But as there, fo here, faith gets the laft 
word, and comes off a conqueror^ for in thefe verfes he concludes 
with fome comfort. And here are two tilings with which he com- 
forts himfelf. 

1. His experience of God's good nefs, even in his affliction. This 
may refer to the prophet's perfonal experience, with which he en- 
courageth himfelf in reference to the publick troubles. He that has 
feafonably fuccour d particular faints will not fail the church in 
;eneral. O.r it may include the remnant of good people that were 
among the Jews, who had found it was not in vain to wait upon 
God. In three things the prophet and his pious friends had found 
God good to them. 1. He had heard their prayers 3 though they had 
been ready to fear that the cloud of wrath was fuch as their prnyers 
could ?iot pafs through, ver. 44. yet upon fecond thoughts, or at 
leaft upon further trial, they find it otherwife, and that God had 
not faid unto them, feek ye ?nc in vain. When they were in the 
low dungeon, as free among the dead, they calVd upon God's name, 
ver. 55. their weeping did not hinder praying. Not?, though we 
are caft into never fo lozu a dungeon y we may from thence find a 
way of accefs to God in the higheft heavens j Out of the depths have 
I cried unto thee, Pfal. exxx. I. as "Jonah out of the whale's belly. 
And could God hear them out of the low dungeon r and would he ? 
Yes, he did. Thou hajl heard my voice y^nd fome read the following 
words as carrying on the fame thankful acknowledgment, thou didji 
not hide thine ear at my breathing, at my cry ; and the original will 
hear that reading. . We read it as a petition for further audience, 
hide not thine car. God's having heard our voice when we cried to 
him, even out of the low dungeon, is an encouragement to us to hope 
that he will not at any time hide his car. Obferve how he calls 
prayer, his breathing; for in prayer we breath towards God, we 
breathafterhim ; though we be but weak in prayer, cannot cry aloud, 
but onlv breath in groaning* that cannot be uttered, yet we fhall not 
be nede&ed, if we be fincere; Prayer is tiie breath of the new 
man, fucking in the air of mercy in petitions, and returning it in 
praifes; it is both the evidence and the maintenance of the fpiritual 
life ; Some read it, at my gafping, when I lay gafping for life, and 
ready to expire, and thought I was breathing my laft, then thou 
tookeft cognizance of my drftrefled cafe. 2. He had iilenced their 
fears, and quieted their fpirits^ ver. 57. that drew eft near in the 
day that I called upon thee-, i.e. thou didft gracioully allure me of 
thy prefence with trie, and give me to fee thee nigh unto me, where- 
as I had thought thee to be at a diftance from me. Note, When 
we draw nigh to God in a way of duty we may by faith fee him 
drawing nigh to us in a way of mercy ; but this was not all, thou 
faidft, fear not. This was the language of God's prophets preach- 
ing to them not to fear, Ifcu xli. 10, 13. of his providence pre- 
venting thofe things which they were afraid of, and of his grace 
quieting their minds and making them eafy, by the witnefi of his 
Spirit with their fpirits, that they were his people ftill, though in 
diftrefsj and therefore ought not to fear. 3. He had already begun, 
to appear for them, ver. 58. O Lord, thou haft pleaded the caufes of 
my fotd, that is, as it follows, thou baft redeemed my life, haft refcucd 
that out of the hands of thofe which would have taken it away, haft 
faved that when it was ready to be fvvallowed up, haft given me 
that for a prey. And this is an encouragement to them to hope 
that he would yet further appear for them ; thou hajl delivered my 
foul from death, and therefore wilt deliver my feet from falling ; haft 
pleaded the caufes of my life, and therefore wile plead my other 

\. He comforts himfelf with an appeal to God's juftice* and (in 
order to the fentence of that,) to his omnifcience. 

r. He appeals to God's knowledge of the matter of fadt, how 



Lord 
but 



58, O LORD* thou haft plead- thoughts nor harbour them : 



verv fpiteful . and malicious his enemies were, ver. 59.. u ±,0 
tJjbu hall feen my ivrong, that I have done no wrong at all, b 
fuflfer a great deal. He that knows all things knew, \. the mauce 
they had againft him ; thou haft fen all th'eir vengeance-, how they 
defire to do me a mifchief, as if it were by way or repnial for fome 
oreat injury I had done them. Note, We mould conlider to our 

and caution, that God knows all the revengeful thoughts we 
have in our minds againft others, and therefore not allow of thofe 

and that he knows all the revengeful 

thoughts 
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thoughts, others have caufelefly in their minds againft us, and there- 
fore not' to be afraid of them, " but leave it to him to protect us from 
them. "2.The defigric and projects they had laid to do him a mifchief. 
Thou haft feen all their w&ginations againft me, ver. 60. and again, 
ver. 61. Thou haft heard all their imaginations againft me, both the 
defireand thedevicethey havetoruinme, whether it fhewitfelf in word 
or deed it is known to thee - y nay, though the produces of it are not to 
•he iecn or'hearc!,, yet their device againft me all the day is perceived 
ahS ifndcrffo'od by him to whom all things are naked and open. 
Nofe, The -mod fecret contrivances of thechurch's enemies are per- 
fectly known to the church's God, from whom they can hide no- 
thing. .3. The contempt and calumny wherewith they loaded him, 
all thatthey fpoke flightly of him, and all that they fpoke reproach- 
'fully. Thou -haft heard their reproach, ver. 61. all the ill charac- 
ters they give me, laying to my charge things that I know not, all 
the methods they ufe to make me odious and contemptible, even the 
lips of thofe that rofe up againjl ?ne, ver. 62. the contumelious lan- 
guage they ufe whenever they fpeak of me ; and that at their fit- 
ting down and rifing up, when they lie down at night and get up 
in the morning, when they fit down to their meat, and with their 
company, and when they rife from both, ftill I am their mufick, 
they make themfelves and one another merry with my miferies, as 
the Philiftines made fport with Sarnpfon; Jerufalem was the tabret 
they plaid upon ; perhaps they had fome tune, or play, fome opera 
or interlude that was called the deftruftion of Jerufalem, which 
though in the nature of a tragedy was very entertaining to thofe who 
wifh'd ill to the holy city. Note, God will one day call finners to 
an account for all the hard fpeeches, which they have fpoken againft 
him and his people, Jude 15. 

2. He appeals to God's judgment upon this fact, Lord, thou haft 
feen ?ny wrongs there's no need of any evidence to prove it, or any 
prcfecutor to enforce and aggravate it, thou feeft it in its true co- 
Jours, and now I leave it with thee, judge thou ?ny caufe, ver. 59. 
JjCt them be dealt with, 1. as they deferve, ver. 64. Render to 
the??i a recompence, according to the work of their ha?ids, u e. L»ct 
them be dealt with as they have dealt with us : Let thy hand be a- 
gainft them as their hand hath been againft us. They have created 
*;sa great deal of vexation, now, Lord, give- them farrow of hearty 
Ver. 65. perplexity of heart, fo fome read it, let them be furround- 
ed with threatnina: mifchiefs on all fides, and not be able to fee their 
way out 5 defpondency of heart, fb others read it, let them be 
driven to defpair, and give themfelves up for gone j God can en- 
tangle the head that thinks itfelf cleareft, and fink the heart that 
thinks itfelf ftouteft* 2, Let them be dealt with according to the 
thrcatnings. Thy curfe unto them, i. e. let thy curie come upon 
them, all the evils that are proncoinc'd in thy word againft the 
enemies of thy people, ver. 651 They have loaded us with curfes. 
as they loved curfing, fo let it come unto them, thy curfe which 
•will make them truly miferable : Theirs is caufelefs, and therefore 
fruitlefs, it fhall not come, but thine is juft, and fhall take effect , 
thofe whom thou curfeft are curfed indeed. Let the curfe he ex- 
ecuted, ver. 66. Perfecttte and deftroy them in anger ; as they per- 
leeute and deftroy us in their angen Deftroy them from under the 
heavens of the Lord, let them have no benefit of the light and in- 
fluence of the heavens. Deftroy them in fuch a manner , as that 
all that fee it may fay, it is a deftruftion from the Almighty, who 
Jits in the heavens and laughs at thc?n, Pfal. ii. 4. and may own 
that the heavens do rule, Dan. iv. 26. what is laid of the idols is 
here (aid of their worfhippers, who in this alfo {hall be like unto 
them, they fhall pcrijh from under thefe heavens, Jer. x. IX. They 
lhall not only be excluded from the happhicfs of the invifible heavens, 
but cut off from the comfort even of thefe vifible ones ; which are 
the heavens of the Lord, Pfal. ex v. 16. and which they therefore 
are unworthy to be taken under the protection of, that rebel a- 
gainft him. 



out the breafl, they give fuck to their young ones • 



daughter of my people is become cruel, like the ofM c i 
in the wildernefs, * ■vu- " ~~ ~ r r 1 * 



the 



4. The tongue of the fucking c h 



CHAP. IV. 

This chapter is another Jingle alphabet of Lamentations for the dejlruc- 
t ion of Jerufalem, like thofe in the two firjl chapters. I. The 
prophet here laments the injuries and indignities done to thofe that 
refpeel 7 fed to be jhewed to, ver. 1.2. 2. He laments the direful 
effects of the famine, which they were reduced to by the fege, ver. 
3 ? — 10. 3 . He I amen ts the taking and fa eking of Jerufalem, and 
its amazing deflations , ver. 11, 12. 4. He acknotuledgeth that 
the Jins of their leaders were the caufe of all thefe calamities, ver. 

16. 5 . He gives up all as doomed to utter ruin, for their 
enemies were quite too hard for them, ver." 17, — 20. 6. He 
for et els the deji ruction of the Edomites who triumphed in Je?'ufa- 
Icnfs fall, ver. 2r. 7. He for et els the return of the captivity 
ofZion at loft, ver, 22. 



*3. 



1 



nous 



¥J¥ O W is the gold become dim! how is the moft 
jsl JL fine gold changed! the ftones of the fanftuary 
poured out in the top of every ftreet. 2. The pre- 
fons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are 



they efteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the 
hands of the potter! 3, Even the fea-monfters draw 



cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirft : the'younf 
children ask bread * mid no man breaketh it unto the ^ 
5. They that did feed delicately 5 are defolate in a" 
ftreets : they that were brought up rn fcarlet^ ctnhrv* 
dunghills. 6. For the ptlniftiment of the iniquity"* 
the daughter of my people, is greater then the puniflf 
ment of the fin of Sodom, that was overthrown as in " 
moment, and no hands ftayed on her. j\. Her Nazarites 
were purer than fnow, they were whiter than milk 
they were more ruddy in body then rubies* their poliik 
ing was of fapphire. 8. Their vifage is blacker then 
a coal ; they are not known in the ftreets : their skin 
cleaveth to their bones: it is withered, it is become like 
a ftick. 9. They that he (lain with the fword, are bet- 
ter than they that he (lain with hunger : for thefe 
away, ftricken through for 
field. 



want 



of the fruits of the 
10. The hands of the pitiful women havefoi 
den their own children, they were their meat in thede, 
ftrudKon of the daughter of my people. 11, flic 
LORD hath accomplifhed his fury, he hath poured out 
his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in Zion^. and # 
hath devoured the foundations thereof. 12. The kings 
of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world would not 
have believed, that the adverfary and the enemy ftould 
have entred into the gates of Jerufalem. 

The elegy in this chapter begins with a lamentation of the very 
fad and doleful change which the judgments of God had made in 
jerufalem : The city that had been as gold y as the moft fine gold, 
fo rich and fplendid, the perfection of beauty, a7id the joy cf the 
tuhole earth is become dim, and is changed, has loft its luftre, loft 
its value, is not what it was, it is become drofs. Alas, what an 
alteration is here I 

1 . The temple is laid wrcfte, which was the glory of Jerufalem, 
and its protection, that is given up into the hands of the enemy. 
And fome underftand the gold fpoken of, ver. 1. to be the gold cf 
the temple, the fine gold with which it was overlaid, 1 Kings 
when the temple was burned the gold of it was fmoked and fullied > 
as if it had been of little value, it was thrown among the rubbifh, 
it was changed, i. e. converted to common ufes, and made nothing 
of. The Jlones of the faneluary, which were curioufly wrought, 
were brought down by the Chaldeans when they demolifhed it, or 
were thrown down by the force of fire, and were poured out, and 
thrown about in the top of every Jlreet, they lay mingled, without di* 
ftinftion, among the common ruins. When the God of the 
landtuary was, by fin, provoked to withdraw, no wonder that the 
ftones of the fanc~luary were thus profaned. 

2. The princes and priefts that were in a fpecial manner the 
fons of Zio?t, were trampled upon and abufed, vet\ 2. Both the 
houfe of God and the houfe of David were in Zion, the fons of 
both thofe houfes were upon that account precious, that they were 
heirs to the privileges of thofe two covenants, of priefthood and 
royalty ; they were comparable to fine gold, Ifrael was more rich in 
them than in treaftires of gold and iilver j but now they areefteem* 
ed as earthen pitchers ; they are broken as earthen pitchers, thrown 
by as veflels in which there is no pleafure. They are gxown poor 
and brought into captivity, and thereby are rendered mean and 
defpicable, and every one treads upon them and infults over them. 
Note, The contempt put upon God's people ought to be matter of 
lamentation to us. 

3. Little children were ftarved for want of bread and water, 
ver, 3, 4. The nurfing-mothers having no meat for themfelves 
had no milk for the babes at their b'reaft, fo that though in difpo- 
fition they were really companionate, yet in fact they fcemed to be 
cruel, like the oft riches in the wildernefs, that leave their eggs in tit 
dtfl, Job xxxix. 14, 15. having no food for their children they 
were forced to neglect them, and do what they could to forget 
them, becaufe it was a pain to them to think of them when they 
had nothing for them ; in this they were worfe than the feols, or 
lea-monfters, or zuhales, as fome render it, for they drew out tfo 
hreajl and gave fuck to their young, wh ich the daughter of my pwfa 
will not do. Children cannot fhift for themfelves as grown people 
can, and therefore it was the- more piteous to fee the tongue oj tm 
fucking-child cleave to the roof cf his mouth for thirft, becaufe there 
was not a drop of water to moiften it: and to hear the young chil- 
dren that could but juft fpeak, ask bread of their parents, who 
had none to give them, no, nor any friend that could fupply them. 
As doleful as our thoughts are of this cafe, fo thankful fliould out 
thoughts be of the great plenty we enjoy, and the food convenient 
we have for our felves and for our children, and for thofe of ffl 
ozun houfe. 

4. Perfons of good rank were reduced to extreme poverty, ^er.y 
They that were well-born, and well-bred, and had been accuftomco^ 
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(i bothforfood and.cloathing, that had yZ'dT delicately, had every 
- ■ e *l'nt was curious and nice, (they call it eating well, where- 



thing ^ ia ^ V eat we n t } ia ( ; e at to the glory of God) and fared 
3 s n.. «t*oru dav : they had not only been advanced to the 
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' /■ /7y day* they had not only been advanced to the 

but from the beginning were brought up in fcarlet, and 
ft* 1 e j iever acquainted with any thing mean or ordinary ; they 
WerC brought up upon fcarlet^ fo the word is, their foot-cloths 
^rfthe carpets they walk'd on were fcarlet, yet thefe being ftript 
a ? 11 bv the war, are defolate in the flreets, have not a houfe to 
^heir head in, not a bed to lie on, nor clothes to cover them, 
P ut g re t0 warm them. They embrace dunghils, on them 
X* are *lad to ^ to S et a Iftde re ^5 anc * perhaps raked in the 
A crhils *fbr fomething to eat, as the prodigal fon that would fain 
filled bis belly with the husks. Note, Thofe : who live in the 
eateft pomp and plenty know not what ftraits they may be re- 
f ed to before they die; as fome times the needy are raifed out of 
/ U dunzbilj Vb-h cxiii. 7. fo there are in fiances of the wealthy be- 
* cr brought to the dunghiL They that were full have hired out 
l {im[dves for bread, 1 Sam. ii. 5. It is therefore the wifdom of 
thofe that have abundance not to ufe themfelves too nicely, for 
then hardfliips when they come will be doubly hard, Deut. 

xxviii* 5^* • 

\ Perfbns that were emment for dignity, nay, perhaps, for 
Ajjflity, fhared with others in the common calamity, ver. 7, 8. 
Jfar Nazarites are extremely changed. Some underftand it only 
0 f her honourable ones, the young gentlemen that were very clean 
•md neat and well d relied, warned and perfumed ; but I fee not why 
iyc may not underftand it of thofe devout people among them* 
fiat feparated themfelves to the Lord by the Nazarites vow, Numb. 

That there were fuch among them in the moft degenerate 

times, appears Amos ii. 

rites* thele Nazarites, though they were not to cut their hair, 
Jet by reafon of their temperate diet, their frequent warnings, and 
especially the pleafure they had in devoting themfelves to God, and 
converfing with him, which made their faces to mine as Mofes's, 
were purer than fnczv, and whiter thai milk\ drinking no wine nor 
firons; drink they had a more healthful complexion, and chearful 
countenance than thofe that regaled themfelves daily with the blood 
of the <*rape, as Daniel and his fellows with pulfe and water. Or, 
it may note that great refpecx and veneration which all good people 
hi for them ; though perhaps to the eye they had no form or come* 
linefs, yet being feparated to the Lord, they were valued as if they 
had been more ruddy than rubies, and their polijlnng had been of fap- 

But now their vifage is marred, as is faid of Chrift, Ifa. 
lii. 14. it is blacker than a coal, they look miferably, partly 
through huuger, and partly through grief and perplexity, they are 
rd hmvn in the flreets, they that refpe&ed them now take no 
notice of them, and they that had been intimately acquainted with 
them now fcarce knew them, their countenance was fo altered, by 
the mifcrics that attended the long fiegc. Their skin cleaves to their 
kna, their flefh being quite confumed and wafted away ; 
withered, it is become like a flick, as dry and hard as a piece of wood. 
Note, It is a thing to be much lamented that even thofe who are 
feparated to God, yet when defolating judgments are abroad are 
many times involved with others in the common calamity. 
. 6. Jerufalem comes down flowly, and dies a lingring death, for 
the famine contributes more to her deflrucStion than any other 
judgment whatsoever. Upon this account the deftruftion of Jem- 
plan was greater than that of Sodom, ver. 6. for that was over- 
thrown in a moinent, one mower of fire and brimftonc difpatched it, 
mband flayed on her, fhe did not endure any long fiege, as Jeru- 
falem has done, (he fell immediately into the hands of the Lord, 
who ftrikes home at a blow, and did not fall into the hands of man, 
who being weak is long in doing execution, Judg. viii. 21, 
Jerufalem is kept many months upon the rack in pain and mifery, 
ami dies by inches, dies fo as to feel her felf die. And when the 
iniquity of Jerufalem is more aggravated than that of Sodom, no 
wonder that the puntfhment of it is fo. Sodom never had the 
means of grace that Jerufalem had, the oracles of God, and his 
prophets, and therefore the condemnation of Jerufalem will be 
more intolerable than that of Sodom, Mat. xi. 23, 24. 

The extremity of the famine is here fet forth by two frightful 
Milan ces of it. 1. The tedious death that it was the caufe of, ver. 
9* many were flaiii with hunger, were famifhed to death, their 
fiorcs being fpent, and the pubiick ft ores fo near fpent, that they 
could net have anv relief out of them ; they were Jlrickcn through 
fi'' want of the" fruits of the feld, they that were ftarved were as 
fore to die as if they had been ftabbed and ftricken through ; only 
their cafe was much more miferablc \ they that are fain with the 
fivtnl are foon rid out of their pain, in a moment they go down to 
he grave, Job xxi. 13. they have not the terror of feeing death 
rnake its advances towards them, and fcarce feel it when the blow 
| s given; it is but one fharp flruggle, and the work is done. And 
11 m he ready for another world, we need not be afraid of a Ihort 
Pfhage to it, the quicker the better. But they that die by famine 
P ,ilc away, hunger preys upon their fpirits and waftes them gra- 
ci!iaily 3 nay, and it frets their fpirits, and fills them with vexation, 
and is as great a torture to the mind as to the bod v. There are 



it is 



Mr in their death, Pfal. Ixxiii. 4. 
that it 



2. The barbarous ?nurthers 



was the occalion of, ver. ro. 
N°. 66. 



The hands of the phi fid 



1 women have firft flain and then fddden their own children. This was 



lamented before, chap. ii. 20-. and it was a thing to be greatly 
lamented, that any fhould be fo wicked as to do it, and that they 
fhould be brought to fuch extremities as to be tempted to it h 
But this horrid effe£t of long fieges had been threatned in Generai* 
Lev. xxvi. 24. Deut. xx'viii. 13. and particularly againft Jeru- 
falem in the fiege by the Chaldeans, Jer. xix. 9. Ezek. v. 10. 
The cafe was fad enough that they had not wherewithal to feed 
their children, and make meat for them, ver. 4. but much worfe 
that they could find in their hearts to feed upon their children-, 
and make meat of them ; I know not whether to make it an in- 
ftance of the power of necefTity, or of the power of iniquity; but 
as the Gentile idolaters were juftly given up to vile affections, Rom. i. 
26. fo thefe Jcwifh idolaters, and the women particularly, who had 
made cakes to the queen of heaven, and taught their children to do 
fo ^ too, were.Jlript of natural affeclion, and that to their own 
children. Being thus left to dijhonour their own nature was a 
righteous judgment upon them for the difhonour thev had done 
to God. y 

7. Jerufalem comes down utterly and wonderfully. 1. Thede- 
ftru<£lion of Jerufalem is a compleat deftrudtion, ver. 11. The 
Lord hath accomplifljcd his fury, i. e. he has made thorough work 
of it, has executed all that he purpofed in wrath againft Jerufalem, 
and hath remitted no part of the fentence. He hath poured out 
the full vials of his fierce anger, poured them out to the bottom, 
even the dregs of them. He hath kindled a fire in Zion, which 
has not only confumed the houfes, and levelled them with the 
round, but beyond what other fires do, hath devoured the founda- 
tions thereof as if they were to be no more built upon. 2. It is 
an amazing deftru£T.ion, ver. 12. It was a furprife to the kings 
or the earth who are acquainted with, and inquifi tive about the 
ftate of their neighbours \ nay, it was fo to all the inhabitants of 
the world that knew Jerufalem, or had ever heard or read of it* 
they could not have believed that the adverfary and enemy mould 
ever have entred into the gates of jerufalem ; for,(i.) They knew 
Jerufalem was ftrongly fortified, not only by walls and bulwarks, 
but by the numbers and ftrength of its inhabitants; the ftrong- 
hold of Zion was thought to be impregnable. (2.) They knew 
it was the city of the great King, where the Lord of the whole earth 
had in a more peculiar manner his refidence ; it was the holy city, 
and therefore they thought it was fo much under the divine pro- 
tection, that it would be in vain for any of its enemies to make an 
attack upon it. (3.) They knew that many an attempt made 
upon it had been baffled, witnefs that of Sennacherib : They 
were therefore amazed when they heard of the Chaldeans making 
themfelves mafters of it, and concluded it was certainly by an 
immediate hand of God that jerufalem was given up to them 5 
it was by a com million from him that the enemy broke through 
and entred the'gates of Jerufalem. 

13. 5 For the fins of her prophets, and the iniquities 
of her priefts, that have flicd the blood of the juft in 
the midft of her : 14. They have wandred as blind 
men in the flreets, they have polluted themfelves with 
blood, fo that men could not touch their garments. 
15. They cried unto them, Depart ye, it is unclean, 
depart, depart, touch not, when they fled away and 
wandred : they faid among the heathen, They fhall no 
more fojourn there. 16. The anger of the LORD hath 
divided them, he will no more regard them : they re- 
fpefted not the perfons of the priefts, they favoured 
not the elders. 17. As for us, our eyes as yet failed 
for our vain help : in our watching we have watched for 
a nation that could not fave us. 18. They hunt our 
fteps that we cannot go in our flreets : our end is near, 
our days are fulfilled, for our end is come. 19. Our 



perfecutors are fwifter than the eagles of the heaven : 
they purfued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for 
us in the wildernefs. 20. The breath of our noftrils, 
the anointed of the LORD was taken in their pits, of 

- /-I ii i * 



Under 



the heathen. 



Here is 1. The fins they are charged with, for which God 
brought this deftruftion upon them, and which ferve to juftify 
God in it, ver. 13, 14. It is for the fins of her prophets, and 
the iniquities of her priejis ; not that the people were inno- 
cent, no, they loved to have it fo, Jen v. 31. and it was to 
pleafe them that the prophets and priefts did as they did ; but the 
fliu It is chiefly laid upon them who fhould have taught them 
better, fhould have reproved and admonifhed them, and told them 
what would be in the end hereof ; of the hands of thofe watch- 
men who did not give them warning, will their blood be required. 
Note, Nothino; ripens a people more for ruin, nor fills the mea- 
iurc iafter than" the fins of their priefts and prophets. The parti- 
cular fin charged upon them is perfection, the folic prophets and 

corrupt priefts joined their power and intcrcft to jhed the bleed of 
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>the juJI m the midft of her, I e. the blood of God's prophets and J promifed them afliftance, tut failed them, and fruftrated 

^>f thofe that adhered to them they not only fhed the blood 1 n^AnHnnc f-hm ™»I,J f™,* */, — *i a thei 

■of their innocent children, whom they facrificed to Moloch, but 
the blood of the righteous men that were among therh-, whom they 
facrificed to that more cruel idol of enmity to th* truth and true 



pe&ations, they could not fave them, they were too^e j ^ m * 



jrchgion. This was the fin which the Lord would not pardon, 
2. Kings x*iv. 4. and which brought the laft deftru&ion upon Je- 
rufalem, %rM. v. 6. 2* &iw condemned, and killed the juft. And 
the priefts and prophets were the ringleaders in perfecution, as^ in 
ChrifFs time the chief priefts and fcribes were the men that in- 
cenfed the people againft him, who otherwife would have perfifted 
in their hofanna's. Now thefe are they that wandered as blind 
men in the Jlreets, ver. 14. they ftrayed from the paths of juftice, 
were blind to every thing that is good, but to do evil they were 
quickfighted ; God faith of corrupt judges, that they knozo not, 
neither do they underjland, they walk in darknefs, Pfal. lxxxii. 5. 
and Chrift faith of the corrupt teachers, that they are blind leaders 
ef the blind, Match, xv. 14. They have fo polluted them/elves 
with innooxtnt blood, the blood of the faints, that men could n§t 
touch their garments^ i.e. they made them felves odious to all about 
them, fo that good men were as fhy of touching them as of 
touching a dead body, which contracted a ceremonial pollution ; 
or of touching the bloody clothes of one flain, which tender 
fpirits care not to do. There is nothing that v/ill make pro- 
phets and priefts to be abhorred fo much as a fpirit of perfe- 
cution. 

2. The teftirnony of their neighbours produced in evidence a- 
gainft them, both to convi& them of fin, and to fhew the equity 
of God's proceedings againft them. Some that are grown very 
impudent in fin boaft that they care not what -people fay of them, 
but God, by the prophet, would have the Jews to take notice 
what people faid of them, and what was the opinion of the ftand- 
ers by concerning them, ver. X5, 16. what they faid, nay, what 
they cried unto them, cfpecially to the corrupt priefts and prophets, 
among the heathen. (1.) They upbraided them with their pre- 
tended purity, while they lived in all manner of real iniquity. 
They cried to them, Depart ye, it is unclean. You were fo pre- 
cife, you would not touch a Gentile, but cried, Depart, depart, 
./land 'by thy felf, I am holier than thou, Ifa. Ixv. 5. Thus the pro- 
secutors of Chrift would not go into the judgment-hall, left they jhoidd 
he defiled : but can you now keep the Gentiles from touching you, 
when God has delivered you into their hands ? When you fly 
away and wander, you will bid them ftand ofF and not touch you, 
becaufe they are unclean ; but in vain, thefe ferpents will not be 
charmed or enchanted thus, no, they will not refpeft the perfons 
of the priefts, nor favour the elders, the moft venerable perfons 
will to them be defpicabie. (2.) They upbraided them with their 
fins, and the anger of God againft them for their fins, and the 
direful effects of that anger : They cried to them, Depart ye, it is 
unclean ; they all- cried out fhame on them, and could eafily forefee 
that God would not long fuffer fo provoking a people to continue 
in fo good a land. They knew their flatutes and judgments were 
righteous., and expe&ed they fhould be a wife and under/landing 
people, Dent. iv. 6. But when they faw them quite otherwife, 
they cried, depart, depart ; they foon read their doom, that the 
land would fpue them out, as it had done their predeceffor% and 
when they faw the difperfed of Jacob feeing and wandring, they 
told them of it. They faid, Now the anger of the Lord hath di- 
vided them, has difperfed them into all countries, becaufe they rc- 
fpecled not the perfons of the priefts, the pious priefts that were a- 
niong them, fuch as Zechariah the fon of Jehoiada, Jeremiah, and 
others ; neither did they favour the elders, but defpiied them and 
their authority, when they went about to check them for their vicious 
courfes ; the very heathen forefaw this would ruin them. (3.) 
They triumphed in their ruin as irrecoverable : They faid, when 
they faw them expelled out of their own land, now they fhall no 
more fojeurn there, they have bidden it a final farewel, never more 
to return to it, for God vjill no more regard them ; and how then 
can they help themfelves ? Herein they were miffaken, God had 
not caft them off for all this ; yet thus much is intimated, that all 
about them obferved them to be fo very provoking to their God, 
that there was no reafon to expect any other, but that they fliould 
be quite abandoned. 



tend with the Chaldean army, and therefore retired 
Creatures is vain help, Pfal he. 11. and we may look for m 
eyes fail, till our hearts fail, and come fhort of it i_ U tl " °ur 



Help fro 



The perfecutors they fled from overtook them and overcam 
ver. 18. They hint ourfleps that we cannot go in bur ftreet* ** 
the Chaldeans befieged the city, they raifed their batteries / "V^ 11 
bove the walls that they could command the town and °f)T §fl ^ 
people as they went along the ftreets 5 they hunted them Jth\ at 
arrows from place to place. , When the city was broken 
all the men of war fled, their perfecutors were fwiftcr ^ 
eagles of heaven, when they fly upon their prey, ver. 10 ih ^ 
no efcaping them ; they purfued them upon the mountain? JS* 
they thought they had got clear of them, they fell intb th T 
of thofe that laid wait for them in the wildernefs, to cut * 
retreat, and to pick up ftragglers : Nay, the king himfelf 2 ^ 
he may be fuppofed to have all the advantages the exigen-' - §,i 



cafe would admit to favour his flight, yet he cannot ef 



of the 
for 



JLg. 



The defpair which they themfelves were almoft brought to 
tinder their calamities. Having heard what they faid concerning 
them among the heathen, let us now hear what they fay concerning 
themfelves, ver. 17. as for us, we look upon our cafe to be in a 
manner helplefs : Our end is near, ver. 18. the end both of our 
church and of our ftate ; we are juft at the brink of the ruin of 
both ; nay, our end is come, we are utterly undone, a fatal, final 
period is put to all our comforts, the days of our profperity are 
fulfilled, they are numbered and finiihefl. Thus their fears con- 
curred with the hopes of their enemies, that the Lord would no 
more regard them. For, ( 1.) The refugees they fled to .difap pointed 
them. They looked for help from this and the other powerful 
ally, but to no purpofe, it proved vain help, the fuccours they 
expected did not come in^ or at leaft they had not the fuccefs they 
expected ; and their eyes failed with looking for that which never 
came, ver. 17. they watched in watching, they watched long, and 

with a great deal of carncftnefs and impatience for a nation that 



pits 



'■he 
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Some apply it to Jofiah, _ JMWU 1U uacrje 

of Egypt ; but it is rather to be underftood of Zedekiah wi 
the laft king of the houfe of David, and who was purfued h 
Chaldeans, and feized in the plains of Jericho, jer. xxxix ^ 
was the anointed of the Lord, heir of that family which God* hi 
appointed to the government ; he was very much confided m f 
the Jewifh ftate j they faid, under his ftjadow we Jhall live am 
the heathen they promifed themfelves that the remnant wfrf 
were left after Jeconiah's captivity fhould, under the protcaionnf 
his government - 1 » * - ~ °* 
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J, 



They 



it, yet again take root downward, and bear f ru : t J 
r thought, though they were fo reduced that" £ 



Id not think of reigning over the heathen, as they had done 
they might make a fliift to live among them, and not be in- 



inte- 



ward; 
could 
yet 

fuhed and pulled to pieces by them. Thus apt are finking 
refts, not only to catch at every twig, but to think it will Acow 
them. Jerufalem died of a confumption, a flattering diftemper 
even when fhe was ready to expire fhe formed fome hopeful fyL' 
toms to her felf, and on them grounded a hope that fhe fhould re- 
cover 1 but what came of it ? the fhadow, under which thev 
thought they fhould live, proved like that of Jonah's gourd, which 
withered in a night : He that was the anointed of the Lord, was ta- 
ken hi their pits, as if he had been but a beaft of prey • f 0 little ac- 
count did they make of a perfon deemed facred, and not to be vio- 
lated ! Note, When we make any creature the breath of our no- 
flrils, and promife our felves that we fhall live by it, it is juft with 
God to flop that breath, and deprive us of the life we expefledby 
it, for God will have the honour of being himfelf alone, cur life 
and the length of our days. ~ 5 

a i. Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that 
dwelleft in the land of Uz 
through unto thee : 
make thy felf naked. 
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the cup alfo fhall pafs 
thou fhalt be drunken, and ihalt 
22. 5 The punifhment of thine 
iniquity is accomplifhed, O daughter of Zion, he will 
no more carry thee away into captivity : he will vific 
thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom, he will difcover 
thy fins, 

David's pfalms of lamentation commonly conclude with fome 
word of comfort, which is as life from the dead, and light fhining 
out of darknefs, fo doth this lamentation here in this chapter; the 
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people of God are now in great diftrefs, their afpeds all doleful 
their profpedrs all frightful, and their ill-natured neighbours the 
Edomites infult over, them, and do all they can to exafperate their 
deftroyers againft them ; fuch was their violence againft their bro- 
ther Jacob, Obad. 10. fuch their fpleen at Jerufalem, of which 
they cried, rafe it, rafe it, Pfalm exxxvii. 7. Now it is here 
foretold, for the encouragement of God's people, 

r. That an end lhali be put to Zion's troubles, ver. 22. Tk 
punifhment of thine iniquity is accompli/hed, O daughter of Zion not 
the full of that punifhment that* it deferves, but of that which 
God has defigned and determined to inflict, and which was necef- 
fary to anfwer the end, the glorifying of God's juftice, and the ta- 
king away of their fin : The captivity which is the pumjhmenttf 
thine jniauity is accompli/hed, Ifa. xl. 2. and he will no longer keep 
thee in captivity, fo it may be read ; as well as he will no more car- 
ry thee into captivity 5 he will turn again thy captivity, and work 
a glorious releafe for thee. Note, The troubles of God's people 
fhall be continued no longer than till they have done their work 
for which they were fent* 

2. That an end fhall be put to Edom y s triumphs. It is fpokea 
ironically, ver. 21. Rejoice and he glad, O daughter of Edom, go 
on to infult over Zion in diftrefs, till thou haft filled up the mea- 
fure of thine iniquity ; do fb, rejoice in thy own prcfent exemption 
from the common fate of thy neighbours. This is like Solomon'* 
upbraiding the young man with his ungoverned mirth, Eccl. xl 9j' 
Rejoice, O yotaig ?nan, in thy youth rejoice if thou can ft when Goa 

comes to reckon with thee, and that he will do crc long ; tfo cup 
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t0 P Qve ° an y that are in mifery-, becaufe we. our felves alfo are in 

h body 2 nc * ^ cnow not ^ ow *" 00n tne ^ r ca ^ e ma 7 De ours : 

^ e ^ofe'who pleafe themfelves in the calamities of God's church, 

ft exp-fl to * iave t ' ie ^ r doom, as aiders arid abettors, with them 
*? u are inftrumental in thofe calamities. The definition of the 
Fdomites was foretold by this prophet, Jer. xlix. 7, £sV. and the 
le of God muft encourage themfelves againft their prefent rude- 
^fs and infolence with the profpe£fc of it. 1. It will be a fhame- 
Ta deftrucrion 5 CU P tnat flaU p a f s unio thee fliall intoxicate 

h e and that is fhame enough .to any man, thou fiialt be drunken , 
• 'te infatuated, and at thy wit's end, flialt ftagger in all thy coun- 
cil and ftumble in all thy enterprizes, and then, as Noah, when 
\ was drunkj thou /halt make thy felf naked, and expofe thy felf 

1 contempt. Note, Thofe who ridicule God's people will juftly 
be left to themfelves to do that;, fome time or other, by which 
thev will be made ridiculous. 2. It will be a righteous deftrucYion, 
God will herein vifit thine iniquity, and difcover thy fins, he will 
bunifh them, and, to juftify himfelf therein, he will difcover them, 
Hncl make it to appear he has juft caufe thus to proceed againft 
them. Nay, the punifhment of the fin fhall fo exactly anfwer 
the fin, that it fhall it felf plainly difcover it. Sometimes God 
'doth fo vilit the iniquity, as that he that runs may read the fin 
In the punifhment. But fooner or later fin - will be vifited and dif- 
Covered, and all the hidden works of darknefs brought to light. 



CHAR V. 

This chapter, though it has the fame number of vcrfes with the JirJI, 
Jecond, and fourth, yet is ?iot alphabetical as they were, but the 
■[cope of it is the fame with that of all the foregoing elegies. JVe 
have in it, 1. A rcmonftrance of the prefent calamitous flate of 
Gofs people in their captivity, ver. I, — 16. 2. A protejlaiion of 

their concern for God's fa?icluary, as that which lay nearer their 
'heart t ha 11 any fecular inter efl of their own, ver. 17, 18. 3. A 
humble fupplication to God, and expojlidation with h'wi, for the re- 
turns of mercy, ver. ig, — 22. for they that lame?it, and do not 
pray, fin in their lamentations. Some and e fit verfions call this 
chapter, The prayer of Jeremiah* 

M 

Emember, O LORD, what is come upon us : 
confider, and behold our reproach. 2. Our in- 
heritance is turned to fltangers, our houfes to aliens. 
3. We are orphans and fatherlefs, our mothers are as 
widows. 4. We have drunken our water for money, 
our wood is fold unto us. . 5. Our necks are under per- 
secution : we labour, and have no reft. 6. We have 

■ 

given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Affyrians, 
to be fatisfied with bread. 7. Our fathers have finned, 




7- 

and are not, and we have born their 



8. 



iniquities. 
there is none that doth de- 
9. We gat our bread with 



Servants have ruled over us : 
liver us out of their hand. . 
the peril of our lives, becaufe 

nefs. 10. Our fkin was black like an oven:, becaufe of 

it. They ravifhed the women in 



10. uur 

the terrible famine. 



Judal 



12. Prin- j tempt. 



pearahces for them ; and therefore this they complain of very fen- 
fibly, becaufe,' as it was a reproach, it refle&ed upon the name 
and honour of that God', who had owned them for his people z 
And what wilt thou clq unto thy great 'name? . 
, .(1.) They acknowledge the reproach of firi which tHey bear, the 
reproach of their youth, which Ephrairn bemoans himfelf for, Jer. 
xxxi. 19. of the early days of their nation : This comes in in the 
midft of their complaints, ver, 7. but may well be put in the 
front of them, Our fathers have finned, and are not, they are dead 
and gone, but we have born their iniquities. This, is not here a 
peevim complaint, or an imputation of unri^hteoufnefs to God 5 
like that which we have, Jer. xxxi. 29. Ezek. xviii. 2 3 The fa- 
thers did eat four grapes, a?:d the childrens teeth are Jet on edge, 
and therefore, the ways of the Lord are not equal ; but it is a pe- 
nitent confeffion of the fins of their anceftors, which they them- 
felves alfo had perfifted in, for which they now juftly fufFered, /. e. 
the judgments God brought upon them were fo very great, that it 
appeared God had in them an eye to the fins of their anceftors, 
(becaufe they had not been remarkably punifhed in this world) as 
well as to their own fins '; and thus God was juftified both in his 
connivance at their anceftors, he laid up their iniquity for their chil- 
dren, and in his feverity with them, on whom he vifited that ini- 
quity, Matt, xxiii. 35, 36. Thus they do here 5 , I. Submit 
themfelves to the divine juftice ; Lordj thou art juft in all that is 
brought upon us, for we are a .feed of evil doers, children of wrath^ 
and heirs of the curfe ; we are finful, and we have it by kind. 
Note, The fins which God looks back upon in punifhing, we 
muft look back upon in repenting, and muft take notice of all 
that which will help to juftify God in correcting us. 2. They re- 
fer themfelves to the divine pity ; Lord, our fathers have finned), 
and we juftly frriart for their fins \ but they are not, they were ta- 
ken away from the evil to come, they lived not to fee and fhare 
in thefe miferies that are come upon us, and we are left to bear their 
iniquities • now though herein God is righteous, yet it muft be 
owned our cafe is piteous^ and worthy of companion. Note, If 
we be penitent and patient under what we fuffer for the fins of 
our fathers, we may expect that he that puniiheth will pity^ and 
will foon return in mercy to us. 

(2.) They reprefent the reproach of trouble which they bear, in 
divers particulars, which tend much to their difgrace. 

1. They are difieized of that good land which God . gave them, 
and their enemies have got pbfleflion of it, ver. 2. Canaan was 
their inheritance, it was theirs By promife, God gave it to them, 
and their feed, and they held it by grant from his crown', Pfahh 
exxxvi. 2r, 22. but now it is turned to ftrangers, they poffefs it 
that have no right to it, who are Jl rangers to the commonwealth of 
Ifrael, and aliens to the covenants of promife, they dwell in the 
houfes that we built, and this is our reproach. It is the happinefs 
of all God's fpi ritual Ifrael, that the heavenly Canaan is an inhe- 
ritance that they cannot be difTeized of, that fliall never be turned 
to ftrangers. 

2. Their ftate and nation is brought into a condition like that 
of widows and orphans, ver. 3. We are fatherlefs, i. e. helplefs, 
we have none to protect us, to provide for us, to take any care of 
us : Our king, who is the father of the country, is. cut off ; nay, 
God our Father feems to have forfaken us, and caft us off : Our 
mothers^ our cities, that were as fruitful mothers in Ifrael, are now 
as widows, are as wives, whole husbands are dead, deftitute of 
comfort, and expofed to wrong and injury, and this is our re- 
proach ; for we who made a figure, are now looked on wirh con- 



rum. 



CCS are hanged up by their hand : the faces of elders J 3- They are put hard to it to provide heceflaries for themfelves 

~' ' ' and their families, whereas* when time was, they lived in abun- 

dance, and had plenty of every thing. Water ufed to be free, 
and eafily come by, but now* ver. 4. TVe have drunk our water 
for money t and the faying is no longer true, Ufus connnwtis aqua- 

So hardly did their oppreflbrs ufe them, that they could not 
have a draught of fair water but they muft purchafe it either witli 
money or work ! Formerly they had fuel too for the fetching* but 
now cur wood is fold to us, and we pay dear for every faggot. Now 
were they punifhed for employing their children to gather wood for 
fire, with which to bake cakes for the quee?i of heaven, Jer. vii. 18.. 
They were perfectly profcribed by their oppreflbrs, were forbidden 
the ufe both of fire and water, according to the ancient form, In- 
terdico tibi aqua fcf igni. But what muft they do for bread ? Tru- 
ly that was as hard to come by as anything, for, r. Some of 
them fold their liberty for it, ver. .6. TVe have given the hand to the 
Egyptians, and to the Affyrians, have made the beft bargain we 
could with them, to ferve them* that we might be fatisfied with 
bread. We were glad to fubmit to the meaneft employment upon 
the hardeft terms to get a forry livelihood ; we have yielded our 
felves to be their vaflals, have parted with all to them, as the Egyp- 
tians did to Pharaoh, in the years of famine, that we might have 
fomething for our felves and families to fubfift on. The neigh- 



mrt not honoured. 13. They took the young men to 
grind, and the children fell under the wood. 14: The 
ciders have ceafed from the gate, the young men from 
their mufick. 1 5. The joy of our heart is ceafed, our 
dance is turned into mourning. 16. The crown is fal- 
len from our head : wo unto us that we have finned. 

Is any a filial cd? let him pray ; and let him in prayer pour out 
his complaint to God, and make known before him his trouble ; 
the people of God do fo here ; being overwhelmed with grief, 
they give vent to their forrows at the footftool of the throne of 
grace, and fo give themfelves eafe ; they complain not of evils 
feared, but of evils felt ; Remember what is come upon us, ver. 1. 
xvhat was of old threatened againft us, and was long in the coming, 
*s now at length come upon us, and we are ready to fink under it. 

Remember what is paft, confider, and behold what is prefent, and 

lei not all the trouble we are in feem little to thee, and not worth 
taking notice of, Neh. ix. 32. Note, As it is a great comfort to 
us, lb it ought to be a fufHcicnt one in our troubles, that God fees 
and confiders, and remembers all that is come upon us ; and in 
°ur prayers we need only to recommend our cafe, to his gracious 
2nd compaiiionate confideration. The one word in which all their 
grievances are fummed up is, reproach : Confider, and behold our re- 
poach. 1"h e troubles they were in, compared with their former 
d ignity and plenty, were a greater reproach to them, than they 
^uW have been, to any other people, efpeciallyj cdnfideririg their 

Nation to God, and dependence upon him 5 and his former ap- 



bour nations ufed to trade with Judah for wheat, Exek. xxvu. 17.. 
for it was a fruitful land, but now it eats up the inhabitants, and 
they are glad to make court to the Egyptians and Affyrians. 2. O- 
thers of them ventured their lives for it^ ver. 9. Tffi got cur bread 
with the peril of our lives ; when, being ftraitned by the fiege, 

and all provifigns cwt off, they cither fallied or Hole out of the city, 

to 
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to fetch in fome fupplv, they were in danger of falling into the 
hands of the -befiegers, and 'bcirig put to the fword, the /word of 
Be -wildcrnefs it is called, or, of the pldin, for To the word figni- 
fies,the befiegers lying difperfcd every where in the plains that 
were about the city. Let us take occafion from herice to blefs God 
for the plenty that we enjoy, that we get our bread fo eafily, fcarce 
with the fweat of our face, 'much lefs with Hhe peril of oar lives 
and for the peace we enjoy, that we can go out and enjoy, not on- 
ly the necefiary products, but the pleafures of the country, with- 
out -any fear oVihe fword of the wildernefs. 

' 4. They are brought into flavery, who were a free people, and 
not only their own matters, but m afters of all about them, and 
this is as much as atty thing their reproach, ver. 5. Our necks are 
under the grievous and intolerable yoke of perfecution, the iron yoke 
which Jeremiah foretold fliould be laid upon them, Jer. xxviii. 
74. we are ufed like beafts in the yokfe, that wholly ferve their 
owners, and are at the command of their drivers. .. That which 
ncro-ravated the fervitude was, 1. That their labours were inceflant, 
•like thofe of Ifrael in 'Egypt, that were daily tasked, iiajr over- 
tasked we labour and have no rejl, neither leave nor leifure to 
i-eft. The oxen in the yoke are unyoked at night, and have reft, 
fo they have, by a particular provifion of the law, on the fabbath- 
day ; but the poor captives in Babylon, that were compelled to 
work for their living, laboured, and had no rejl, no Slights reft, 
no fabbath reft, they were quite tired out with continual toil. 
a. That their mafters were inlufterable, ver. S. Servants have ru- 
led over us, and nothing more vexatious than a ferva?it when he 
rcigneth, Prov. xxx. 22. They were not only the great men of 
the Chaldeans that commanded them, but even the meaneft of 
their fervants abufed them at pleafure, and infulted over them ; 
and they rnuft be at their beck too. The curfe of Canaan is now 
become the doom of judah, a fervant of fervants fl) all he be. They 
would not be ruled by their God, and 'by his fervants the prophets, 
whofe rule was gentle and gracious, and therefore juftly are they 
ruled with rigour by their enemies, and their fervants. 3. That 
they faw no probable way for the redrefs of their grievances 5 there 
is none that doth deliver us out of their hand, not only none to ref- 
cue us out of our captivity, but none to check and reftrain the 
infclence of the fervants that abufe us, and trample upon us, which 
one would think their mafters fliould have done, becaufe it was an 
tifurpaticn of their authority ; but it fhould feem they connived at 
it, and encouraged it, and, as if they were not worthy of the Cor- 
rection of gentlemen, they are turned over to the footmen to be 
kicked : Well might they pray, Lord, confider, and behold our re- 

preach. 

5. They that ufed to be feafted, are now famifhed, ver. 10. 
Our skin was black like an oven, dried and parched too, becaufe of 
the terrible famine, the Jlorms of famine, fo the word is ; for though 
famine comes gradually upon a people, yet it comes violently, and 
bears down all before it, and there is no rcfifting it ; and this al- 
io is their difgrace, hence we read of the reproach of famine, 
which in captivity they received among the heathen, Ezek. xxxvi. 

30. 

6. Al! forts of people, even they whofe perfons and chara&ers 
were moft inviolable, were abufed and difhonoured. 1. The wo- 
men were ravifhed, even the women in Zioti, that holy mountain, 
ver. 11. The committing of fuch abominable wickednefs there is 
very juftly and fadly complained of. 2. The great men were not 
only nut to death, but put to ignominious deaths ; princes were 
hanged, as if they had been flaves, by the hands of the Chaldeans, 
ver. 12. they took a pride in doing this barbarous execution with 
their ozvn hands. Some think, the dead bodies of the princes, af- 
ter they were flain with the fvvord, were hung up, as the bodies 
of Saul's fons, in difgrace to them, and as it were to expiate the 
nation's guilt. 3. No refpecr was mewed to magiftrates, and thofe 
In authority ; the faces of ciders, elders 
were not honoured 3 this will b 



in age, elders in office, 
particularly remembred againft the 
Chaldeans another day, Jfa. xlvii. 6. Upon the ancient hafl thou ve- 
ry heavily laid thy yoke. 4. The tendernefs of youth was no more 
confidered than the gravity of old age, ver. 33. They took the 
young ?nen to grind, at the hand-mills, nay, perhaps, at the horfe- 
milis ; the young ?nen have carried the grifl, fo fome ; have carried 
the mill, or mill-Jiones, fo others \ they loaded them as if they 
had been beafts of burthen, and fo broke their backs when they 
were young, and made the reft of their lives the more miferable : 
Nay, they made the little children carry their wood home for fuel, 
and laid fuch burthens upon them that they fell down under them. 
So very inhuman were thefe cruel task-mafters ! 

7. An end was put to all their gladncfs, and their joy quite ex- 
tinguifhed, ver. 14. "The young men, that ufed to be difpofed to 
mirth, have ceafed fro?n their mufick, have hung their harps upon 
the willow- trees. It doth indeed- well become old men to ceafe 
from their mufick, it is time to lay it by with a gracious con- 
rempt, when all the daughters of mufick are brought lozv ; but it 
fpeaks fome great calamity upon a people, when their young men 
are made to ceafe from it. It was fo with the body of the people, 
ver. 15. The joy of their heart was ceafed, they never knew what 
joy was fmce the enemy came in upon them like a flood, for ever 
jince deep has called unto deep, and one wave has flowed in upon 
the neck of another, fo that we are quite overwhelmed 5 our dance 



is tut 
fink 



-tied into mourning, inftead of leaping for joy, as formerly 
and lie down in forrow. This may refer efpecially to the^ 
of their folemn feafts, and the dancing ufed in them, (y Ue { ^f. 
21.) which was not only modeft but facred dancing, this*!!* 
turned into mourning, which was doubled on their fefliyaj <| av - ^ 
remembrance of their former pleafant things; ' 5 1 



8. An end was put to all their glory* 
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ftration of julticewas their glory, but that was gone; the eld • 

have ceafed from the gate, ver. 14. the courfe of juftice- ^yi 
ufed to run down like a river, is now flopped ; the courts of jaft 
that ufed to be kept with fo much folemnity, are put down • 
the judges are flain, or carried captives. 2. The royal dW? > 
was their glory, but that alfo was gone y the crown is fallen fr ^ 
our head not only the king him felf fallen into difgrace, but/fc 
crozv'n ; he has no fucceflbr ; the regalia are all loft; 
Earthly crowns are fading, falling things ; but, blefled be God' 
there is a crown of glory that fades not azvay, that never falls. * 
kingdom thai cannot be moved. Upon this complaint, but with re 
ference to all the foregoing complaints, they make that penitent 
acknowledgment, IFo unto us that we have finned ! Alas for us I 
our cafe is very deplorable, and it is all long of our felves we are 
undone, and, which aggravates the matter, we are undone bv 
our own hands ; God is righteous, for we have finned. N ot e 
All our woes are owing to our own fin and folly. If the crswn tf. 
our head be fallen (for fo the words run) if we lofe our excellency, 
and become mean, we may thank our felves, we have by ourows 
iniquity profaned our crown, and laid our honour in the dufi, 

17. For this our heart is faint, for thefe things m 
eyes are dim. 18. Becaufe of the mountain of Zion 
which is defolate,. the foxes walk upon it. 19. Thou., 
O LORD, rcmaineft for ever : thy throne from gene- 
ration to generation. 20, Wherefore dolt thou forget 
us for ever, and forfake us fo long time? it. Turn 
thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we fhall be turned : 
renew our days as of old. 22. But thou haft utterly 
rejected us , thou art very wroth againft us. 

Here,- 1. The people of God exprefs the deep concern they 
had for the ruins of the temple, more than for any other of their 
calamities ; the interefls of God's houfe Jay nearer their hearts, 
than thofe of their own, ver. 17, 18. For this our heart is faint \ 
and finks under the load of its own heavinefs, for thefe things our 
eyes are dim, and our fight is gone, as is ufual in a deliquium, or 
fainting fit : It is becaufe of the tnountain of Zion, which is defolate^ 
the holy mountain, and the temple built upon that mountain : For 
other defolations our hearts grieve, and our eyes weep, but for this 
our hearts faint, and our eyes are dim. Note, Nothing lies fo 
heavy upon the fpirits of good people, as that which threatens the 
ruin of religion, or weakens the interefls of that ; and it is a com- 
fort if we can appeal to God that that afflicts us rriore than any 
temporal affliction to our felves. The people had polluted the 
tnountain of Zion with their fins, and therefore God has juftly 
made it defolate, to that degree, that the foxes walk upon it, as 
freely and commonly as they do in the woods. It is fad indeed 
when the mountain of Zion is become a portion for foxes, Pfal. lxiii. 
10. but fin had firit made it fo, Ezek. xiri. 4. 

2. They comfort themfelves with the doftrine of God's eterni- 
ty, and the perpetuity of" his government, ver. 19. But thou, 0 
Lord, remainejl for ever. This they are taught to do by that pfaliii 
which is entitled, A. prayer of the afficlcd, Pfalm cii. 27, 28. 
When all our creature- comforts are removed from us, and our 
hearts fail us, we may then encourage our felves with the belief, 
1. Of God's eternity; Then r etna inejl for ever; what fhakes the 
world, gives no difturbance to him that made it ; whatever revo- 
lutions there are on earth, there is no change in the eternal minfli 
God is fiill the lame, and remains for ever infinitely wife and ho- 
ly, juft and good ; with him there is no variablenefs nor flwdew of 
turning. 2, Of the never failing continuance of his dominion 5 
Thy throne is from generation to generation ; the throne of glory? 
the throne of grace, and the throne of government, are all un- 
changeable, immoveable, and this is matter of comfort to us when 
the crown is fallen from our head. When the thrones of princes, that 
fliould be our prote&ors, are brought to the duft, and buried in 
it, God's throne continues flill ; he ftill rules the world, and ruics 
it for the good of his church : The Lord reigns, reigns for ever, 
even thy God, O Zion. 

3. They humbly expoftulate with God concerning the low con- 
dition they were now in, and the frowns of heaven they were now 
under, ver. 20. TVh etc fore clojl thou forget us for ever, as if vve 
were quite caft out of mind ? Wherefore dojl thou forfake us fo bug 
time, as if we were quite deprived of the tokens of thy prclence . 
Wherefore doft thou defer our deliverance, as if thou hadft utterly 
abandoned us ? Thou art the fame, and, though the throne ot thy 
fandluary is demolifhed, thy throne in heaven is unlhaken. But 
wilt thou not be the fame to us ? Not as if they thought God 
had forgotten and forfaken them, much lefs feared his fbrgetu% 
and forfaking them for ever ; but thus they exprefs the value tiiey 
had for his favour and prcfence, which they thought it long th- 
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ere deprived of the evidence and comfort of. The laft verfe 
T rea j as fiich an expostulation, and fo the margin reads it, 
JIia ^ It thou utterly rejcSf us ? wilt thou he perpetually wroth with ■ 
^K**** t only not fmile upon us, and remember us in mercy, but 
' n uDon us, and lay us under the tokens of thy wrath ; not 
^°i Wn ot draw nigh tolas, but call us out of thy prefence, arid for- 
v d r aw nigh to thee : How will this be reconciled with thy 
bid us ^ s r..vuf„inpft nn^ ttir* 4hth\Uty of thy covenant 1* We 

thou haft given us caufe to 



us 



on 




^£ thou halt : J^ora, now long man we ue in rnis temptati- 

^? Note Though we may not quarrel with God, yet we may 
on t 



1 d with him 5 and though we may not conclude that he has caft 
IF yet we may, with the prophet, Jer. xii. i. humbly reafon 
US *°h hini concerning his judgments, efpecially the continuance of 
Xe deflations of his fanftuar^ 

They earneftly pray to C*od for mercy and grace ; Lord, do 
t reieft us fir ever, but *&r# thou us unto thee, renew our days, 
^ £ u Thefe words, though they be not put laft, yet the Rab- 
V s becaufe they would not have the book to conclude with thofe 
melancholy words, ver. 22. repeat this prayer again, that the fun 
not fet under a cloud, and fo make thefe the laft words, both 
itt writing and reading this chapter. They here pray, 1. For con- 
verting grace, to prepare and qualify them for mercy Turn us to 
'the 0 Lord. They had complained that God had foriaken and 
forgotten them, and then their prayer is, not Turn thou to us, but 
5ir» us to thee ; which implies an acknowledgment that the caufe J 
of the diftance was in themfelves. God never leaves any till they 



firft leave him, nor ftands afar oft from any longef than while they 
fland a'far oft* from him ; if therefore he turn them to him in a 
way of duty, no doubt but lie would prefently return to them in a 
way of mercy. This agrees with that repeated prayer, Pfalm 
Ixxx. 3, 7, 19. Turn us again, and then caufe thy face to jhhis : 
Turn tis from our idols to thy felf, by a fin cere repentance and' 
reformation, afid then we Jhall he turned. This implies a farther 
acknowledgment of their own weaknefs and inability to turn them- 
felves. There is in our nature a'bent to backflide from God, but 
no difpofition to return to him, till his grace works in us both tj 
zvill a?id to do. So neceflary is that grace, that we may truly fav. 
Turn us, or zue Jhall not he turned, but fhall wander endlefly ; and 
fo powerful and effectual is that grace, that we may as truly lay, 
Turn us, and zue Jhall be turned ; for it is a day 'of power, al- 
mighty power, in which God's people are made a sw% people ^ 
Pfalm ex. 3. 2. For reftoring mercy : Turn us to thee, and then 
renew cur days as of old, L e. put us into the fame happy ftate that 
our anceftors were in long ago, and that "they- continued long i»i ^ 
let it be with us as it was at the firft, and at the heginning, Ifa. i. 
26. Note, If God by his grace renew our hearts, lie will by his 
favour renezu our days, fo that we fhall renew our youth as the ea- 
gle, Pfalm ciii. 5. They that repent, and do their firjl works, 
fhall rejoice, and recover their firft comforts. God's mercies to 
his people have been ever of old, Pfalm xxv. 6. and therefore they 
may hope, even then when he feems to have forfaken and forgot- 
ten them, that the mercy which was from everlajling, will be to 
everlajiing. 




The end of the Lamentations of J 
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/s^Ztf/s ?c;<? entered upon the writings of the prophets, which fpeak of the things that fliould be hereafter, methoughit 



we had the fame call given us that St. "John had, Rev 



IV. I. 



Come up hither ^ but when we enter upon the pro- 



phecy of this book, methinks we are called to Come up higher : As we go forward in time, for Ezekiel prophefied 
in the captivity, as Jeremiah prophefied jufi before it, fo we foar upward in difcoveries yet more fuhlinie of the divine 
glory ; thefe waters of the fantluary fill grow deeper, fo far from being fordable, that in fome places they are [cam 
fatho?nable ; yet, as deep as they ai~e, out of them flow fireams which make glad the city of our God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the molt High. As to this prophecy now before us we may enquire, (x.) Concerning the 
penman of it ; it zvas Ezekiel ; his name fignifies, The ftrength of God ; or, one girt, or (lengthened of GocL> 
He girded up the loins of his mind to the fervice, and God put ftrength into him. Whom God calls to any fervice 
he will himftlf enable for it if he gives commiffion he will give power to execute it, Ezekiel 9 s name was an- 
fwered when God faid (and no doubt did as he faid) I have made thy face fcrong againft their faces. — The learned 
Selden in his book De Diis Syris, faith, it was the opinion of fome of the ancients, that the prophet Ezekiel was 
the fame with that Nazaratus Affyrius, whom Pythagoras (as bhnfelf relates) had for his tutor for fome time, ad 
whofe huiures he attended - y and it is agreed that they lived much about the fame thne. And we have re of on to think 
that many of the Greek philofophers were acquainted with the facred writings, and borrowed fome of the beft of their 
notions from them. If we may credit the tradition of the Jews he was put to death by the captives in Babylon, 
for his faithfulnefs and boldnefs in reproving them ; that- they dragged him 'tip on the ftones till his brains were dajhed 
M£t An Arahick hifiorian faith he was put to death, and was buried hi' the fepulchre of Stem the fin of Noah, 



out. 

So Hottinger retates, 



Thefaur. PhiloL lib. ii. ch. i. 



(2. ) Concerning the dare of it, the place whence it is dated, and the time when. "The fcene is laid in Babylon, when 
it was a houfe of bondage. /<? the Ifrael of God ; there the prophecies of this book were preached, there they were 
written, when the prophet, hhnfelf and the people to whom he prophefied were captives there. Ezekiel and Daniel 
are the only writing prophets of the Old Teftament that lived and prophefied any where but in the land of Ifrael, 
except we add Jonah, who was feni to Nineveh to prophefy Ezekiel prophefied in the beginning of the captivity, 
Daniel in the latter end of it it was an indication of God 9 s good will to them,and his gracious defigns concerning them in 
their affliction, that he raifed up prophets among them, both to convince them when in the beginning of their troubles 
they were fecure a)id tinhumbled, which was Ezekiel 9 s bufinefs-, and*to comfort them when in the latter end of their trou- 



bles they were dejeoled and difcouraged. 
apt and pi'oper means to cure them. 
(3.) Concerning the matter and fcope of it 



If the Lord had been pleafed to kill them, he would not have vfeel fuch 



_ 1 . There is much hi it that is very myfterious, dark and hard to be un- 

derftood ; efpecially in the beginning and the latter end of it ; which therefore the Jewifh rabbins forbad the reading 
af to their young men, till they co?ne to be thirty years of age, left by the difficulties they met with there they Jhouhl 
be prejudiced againft the fcriptures : but if we read thefe diffictdt parts of fcriptnre with humility and reverence, 
mid featfh them diligently, though we may not be able to unty all the knots we meet with, no more than w k e can Joke 
nil the phenomena in the book of nature, yet we may from them, as fro?n the book of nature, gather a great deal 
for the confirming of our faith, and the encouraging of our hope, in the God we worfhip. 2. Though the vijions 
here be intricate* fuch as an elephant ?nay fwim in, yet the fermons are ?noftly plain, fuch as a lamb may wade in > 



e intricate, fuch as an elephant may fzvim in, yet the fermons . are ??ioj 
ic chief dejign of them is to fhew God -s "pedple. their 'tfanfgrefiions, % 



and the 



penting and not rep 



that in their captivity they might be n- 




God's people fate to hear his words, chap, xxxm. .31. and -that he wa'svee 
elders of Ifrael that came to enquire of the 'Lord by him, chap.'xiv. 15,3^ 

preffed captives themfelves to have a prophet with"ihem, fo zt.Wa's..a teftihio?iy to their holy religion againft their of : 
preffors, that ridiculed it and them. 3. Though the repr 'ooj s phere y and Hhe^ threatnings, be very foarp and bold,' yet 
towards the clofe of the book very comfortable ajfurances are "given of great mercy God had in ft ore for them, and 
there, at length, we fhall meet with fomethhig 'f bat 'has reference to gofpel times, and which was to have its Qfi* 
complif}jment~in the kingdom of the Mefftah, of whom?4ndeed this* 'prophet fpeaks lefs than almoft any of the prophets* 
But by opening the terrors of the Lord he prepares Chrift^s zvay by the law is the knowledge of fin,- and fo it he- 
comes our fchool-mafter to bring us to ChrifL The vifions, which were the prophet's credentials, we have, chap. 

— iti. the reproofs and threatnings, chap, iv, — - xxiv. betwixt ' and the comforts we have in the latter part e] 
the book, we have me jf ages feni to the nations that bordered upon the land of Ifrael, whofe deftruFiion is foretclc, 
chap, xxvv xxxv. to make way for the reft oration of God's Ifrael, and the re-eftablifhment of their city and tempt* 
which are foretold^ chap. xxxvL ad fin. And thofe who zvotild Ofply the comforts to thenfelves, muft apply the con- 
visions to themfelves* 
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ver. 2. tf/ra? ^ per f on by whom, ver. 3. 2. .The 



, / Mgr ^ve havcy 1. common circumftances of the prophecy 
In this c P * j;- rc j the time zvhcn it %v as delivered, ver. 1. 

^l^ti^roluclion to it by a* vifion of the glory of God ; (i.) In 
V iiendance and retinue in the. upper world, where his throne is 
f winded with angels , here called living' creatures, ver. 4 5 — 14> 
'•y 1 fa his providences concerning the lower world, reprefenteel by 
*J wheels and their motions, ver. 15,-26. ( 3. J ^ 

ver, 265— 28. And the more 



fefus Wry 1 J lllUL * v • * , 5 V ' • , V 7 

■Jeafe acquainted, and the more intimately weconverje with the glory 



Chrift fitt' m £ upon the throne, 
J ' m 7 ' 7 ' ''nt 

U fGdTnthefe three branches of it, the more commanding infuence 
II divine revelation have upon us, and the more ready fli all we be 
T fubmit to it, which is the thing ai?ned at in prefacing the pro- 
1 rtn of this book with ihefe vifions. • JVhen fuch a God of glory 



Jcies of this uoofz zvno ivcje vijwns. • iruen jucu a vjroa oj gi 
V! fo it concerns us to hear with attention and reverence ; it is 

J* . '.«/ 1JT *rno /In 17/0f- 



at 



cur peril if w do not. 
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O W it came to pafs in the. thirteenth year, 
in the fourth' ?nonth, in the fifth day of the 
months (as I was among the captives by the 
• iver of Chebar) that the heavens were opened, and I 
faw vifions of God. 2. In the fifth day of the month 
(which was the fifth year of king Jehoiakim's captivity) 
The word of the LORD came exprefly unto Eze- 
kiel the prieft, the fon of Buzi, in the land of the 
Chaldeans, by the river Chebar, and the hand of the 
-LORD was there upon him. 

The circumftances of the vifion which Ezekicl faw, and in which 
"he received his commiflion and inftruclions, are here very particu- 
larly & £ down, that the narrative may appear to be authentick and 
not romantick. It may be of ufe to keep an account when and 
wh.ere God has been pleafed to manifeft himfeif to our fouls in a 
peculiar manner, that the return of the day, and our return to the 
'keeof the altar, Gen. xiii. 4. may receive the pleafmg grateful re- 
membrance of. God's favour to us. Remember, O my foul, and 
never forget what communications of divine love thou didft receive 
at fuch a time, at fuch a place : tell others what God did for thee. 

1. The time when Ezekiel had this vifion is here recorded. 
Itwas in the thirtieth year, ver. 1. fome make it the thirtieth year of 
the prophet's age ; being a prieft he was at that age to enter upon 
the full execution of the prieftly office, but being debarred from that 
bv the iniquity and calamity of the times, now they had neither 
temple nor altar, God at that- age called him to the dignity of a 
prophet. "Others make it to be the thirtieth year from the begin- 
ning of the reign of Nabopolaffar, the father of Nebuchadnezzar, 
from which the Chaldeans began a new computation of time, as 
they had done from NabonafTar 123 years before. Nabopolaflar 
reigned 19 years, and this was the 1 ith of his Ion, which makes the 
io. And it was proper enough for Ezekiel, when he was in Babylon, 
to ufe the computation they there ufed ; as we in foreign countries' 
date by the new ftyle ; and he afterwards ufeth the melancholy com- 
putation of his own country, obferving, ver. 2. that it was the 15 th 
year of Jehoiachin's captivity. But the Chaldee. paraphrafe fixes up- s 
on another /Era, and faith this was the 30th year after Hilkiah the 1 
priejl found the book of the law in the houfe of the fanffuary, at ?nid- 
night) after the fetting of the.?noon, in the days . of .Jofiah the king: 
And it is true, that this was juft 30 years from thence ; and that 
tvasan event fo remarkable, as it put the jewifli ; ftate upon a new 
trial, that itwas proper enough to date from it 5, and, perhaps, 
therefore the prophet fpeaks indefinitely of 30 years, . as having an 
eye both to that event, and to the Chaldean computation, which 
V/cre coincident. . 

It was in the fourth month, anfwering to our June, and in the 
jifihdaycf the month, that Ezekiel had this vifion^ ver. 2. It is 
probable it was on -the fabbath day,, becaufe.we read, chap. iii. 16. 
that at the end of f even days, which we may well fuppofe to be the 
next fabbath," the word of the Lord came to him aerain. Thus 
/ Qfm was in the fpirit on the Lord's day, when he faw the vifions of 
the Almighty, Rev., i. 10. God "would hereby put an honour upon 
his fabbaths, then when the , t enemies mocked at them, Lam. i. .7.- 
And he would here. thus encourage his people to keep up their at- 
tendance on the miniftry of his. prophets every fabbath day, by the 
extraordinary manjfefcations of himfclf on fome fabbath days. . 

2. The melancholy circumftances he was in when God honoured 
hrn, and thereby favoured his people with this vifion. He was in 
the land of the Chaldeans, a?nong the captives, by the river of Chebar i 
Gr 'd it was in the fifth year of k'mg !J [ehoiachin's captivity. Obferve, . 
t Tlie people of God were now, fome of thern, captives in 
tic land of the Chaldeans: The body of the Jcwifh nation yet re- 
roainul in their own land, but thefe were the:^fivft-fruits of the 
captivity, and they were fome of the hefr ; for in Jeremiah's vifion 
thefe were the gc'cd figs whom God had fent - into, the land '.of. the 
^'hildcans for their good- 7er..xxiv. K. and that it .might be for their 
t'^u bod railed up a prophet among tlierii,* to teach\ihem out of the 
^y, then when he chaftened'them, Pyi/r'xciv. ,12.- ..Note, It is a 
g'^t mercy to have the word of God brought us, and a great 'duty 
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to attend to it diligently wJhcn we are in afHiaion. The word of 
jnftrucT:ioh'knd the rod of correction may be of great fervice to ih, 
in concert and concurrence with each other 5 the word to explain, 
the rod, and the rod to enforce the word ; both together give wif- 
dom. It is happy for a man, when lie is fiek and in pain to have 
a meflengcr with him, an interpreter, one among' a thou/ and, if he 
have but -his ear open to .difciplihe y Job xxxiii. :; 23. One of the 
quarrels God had with the Jews, when 'he fent them into captivity, 
was for 'mocking his meffengers and miffing his prophets ; and yet 
when they were fufFering for this fin, he favoured them with this 
forfeited mercy. It were ill with us if God did not fometimes 
gracioufly thruft upon us thofc means of grace and falvatton which 
we have foolifhly thruft from us. In their captivity they wanted 
ordinary helps for their fouls, and therefore God raifed 'them up 
thefe extraordinary ones ; for God's children-, if they be balked :h 
.their education one v/ay, ftialUiave it made up another way. But 
obferve, It_ was in the fifth yedr of the captivity that Ezekiel was 
raifed up among them, and not before. So long God left thern 
without any prophet, till they began to lament after the Lord, and 
to complain that they fatu not their figns, and there was none to 
tell them hozv long, Pfal. Ixxiv, 9. and then they would know how- 
to value a prophet, and God's difcoveries of himfeif to them, by 
him, would be the more acceptable and comfortable. The Jews 
that remained in" their own land had Jeremiah with them, thofe 
that were gone into captivity had Ezekiel with them, for wherever 
the children of God are fcattcred abroad he will find out tutors for 
them. * 

(2.) The prophet was himfeif among the captives, thofe of theni 
that, were pofted by the river Chebar 5 for it was by the 'rivers cf 
Babylon that they fat down, and on the willow-trees by the. river's 
fide they hung their harps. Pfal. exxxyii. 2. The planters in A- 
merica keep along by the fides of the rivers, and, perhaps-, thofe 
captives were employed by their matters in improving fome parts of 
the country, by the rivers fides that were uncultivated, the natives 
being generally employed in war; or they employed them in ma- 
nufactures, and therefore cliofe to fix them by the fides of rivers, 
that the goods they made might the more eafily be conveyed by 
water-carriage. Interpreters agree not what river this of Chebar 

was, but among the captives, by that river, Ezekicl was, and him- 
feif a captive. 

Obferve here, r. That the beft men* and thofe that are dearcfi: 
to God, often fhare not only in the common calamities of this life, 
but in the .pubiick and national judgments that are inHicxed for fin ; 
they feel the fmart who contributed nothing to the guilt ; by which 
it appears, that the difference between good and bad arifeth not 
from the events that are concerning them, but from the temper and 
difpofition of their fpirits under them. And fince not only righte- 
ous men, but prophets, fliare -with die worft in prefent punifii- 
m'ents, we may - infer from thence, with the grcateft afiurance, 
that there are rewards refer ved for them in the future fiate. 2. 
Vvbrds of conviction, c'ouhfel and comfort, 'come beft to thofe that 
are in anliction from' their fellow-Tufrcrers. The captives will be 
beft inftru£ted by one that is a Captive among them, and experimen- 
tally knows their forrows. 3. The fpirit of prophecy was not 
confined to the land of Ifrael, but fome of the brighteft of divine 
revelations were, revealed in the land of the Chaldeans^ which was a 
happy prefage of the carrying of the church, with that divine re- 
velation upon which it is built, into the Gentile world 3 and as 
how, fo afterwards, when the gofpel kingdom was to be fet up, the 
difperfion of the Jews contributed to the fpreading of the know- 
ledge of God. 4. "Wherever we are we may keep up our com- 
munion with God, for from the remotefi: corners of the earth we 
may find a way open heavenward : JJndique ad ccvlos tantundem cjl 
vits. 5. When God's minifters are bound, yet the word of the 
Lord is not bound, . 2 Tim. ii. 9. When St. Paul was a prilbner, 
yet the gofpel had a free courfe. . When St.. John was banilhed 
into the Me of Patmos Chrift vifited him there ; nay, God's fuf- 
fering fervants have generally been treated as favourites, and their 
conflations have much jnorc a-bozmd'ed, then when afiticfion has aboun- 
ded, 2 Cor. i. 5;* . 

3. Thedifcovery which God was pleafed to. make of himfeif to 
the prophet, then when he was in thefe circumftances, to be by 
him communicated -to his people. He. here tells us what he faw, 
what he heard, and what he felt. 

- (1.) He faw vifions of God, ver. 1. No man can fee God and 
live, but many have feeri vifions of God, fuch. difplays of the di- 
vine glory as have both inftruclcd and affected them ; and com- 
monly when God ifirft revealed himfeif to any prophet, he did it 
■by* an extraordinary vifion, as to Ifaiah, chap. vi. "to Jeremiah, 
chap\\. to Abraham, Adls vii. 2. to fettle a correfpondence and a 
fatisfadlory way of intercourfe, fo as that there, needed not after- 
wards a vifion: upon every revelation. Ezekiel was imploycd in 
turning thelieartS' of ,the people to the Lord their God, and there- 
fore lie muft himfeif fee the vifions of God. Note, It concerns 
thole to be well acquainted with God : themfelves; and much affected 



of God the heavens were opened ; the darkneis and diltznce wnich 
■-Hindered its vifions were conquered, and he was let into the light oi 
the glories of the upper world' as near unci clear as if heaven had been 
■ rr (20 He 



opened to him. 



Chap. I. 
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(2.) He heard the voice of God, ver. 3. The word of the Lord 
,„« ovArtfiy to him, and what he faw was defigned to prepare him 

— sxpreflion is emphatical, Effendo 

Loid 'teas as really it was to him, 
flake in it 5 it came to him in the fulnefs of .its 
lin-ht ' and power, in the evidence and demonftration of the Spirit ; 
it^came clofe to him, nay, it came into him, took poffeffion of him, 
•and dwelt in him richly: It caOtk exprefly, or accurately to him ; 
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for what he was to hear. T 
fuit verbutn del ; The word of we 



r. Lightfoot obferves, « That now the dlTT^ 
or a long time m another country, the T * j J 5 x * 
" a glory in the midft of them, as he had done at tlr' - 
" fetuting into a church in the wilderne% and out of 

™ he had done there, he fhewed hanlSlf, and from J m 

" living creatures, as from between the* <^;,.l>.w V petetai 



n 




tvtng creatures* as from between the cherubims h» 
« oracles.". This put an honour upon them j by whtt . 
value themfelves when -the Chaldeans infuited over them • ? ,ght 
might encourage their hopes of deliverance due time * this 

Now to anlwer thefe endsj We have in theft verfes the £wi 
of thevifion, which reprefents God as attended arid ferved b ^ 



the word 'who is* who is what he is, came to Ezekiel, to fend him 

on his'errahd. u . # 

(?.) He felt the power of God opening his eyes to fee the viixons, r « r/c „, ^ ww<? z „ w . - 

opening his ear to hear the voice, and opening his heart to receive word ; which ipeaks him great ; as it magnifies an earths S 

hoth. t/7e hand of the Lord was there upon him. Note, The hand I to have * fnfemlM — ^ — . - . . 7 P n »< 



innumerable company of angels* who are all his mefWA* 1 

miniiters, doing his commandments, iMhearkemw t 0 fh*>*Jf \, 
vnMr,1 . i,tK,vu 4~~,k~ u: „ - _ 5 *w voice of A; 
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fcfieftaal ; thofe only underftand and 4«//Vv* r#«rfc, to whom the 
arm of the Lord is revealed. The hand of God was upon him, as 
upon Mofea> to cover him, that he fhould not be overcome by the 
dazzling light and luftre of the vifions he faw, Exod. xxxiii. 22. 
It was upon him, as upon St. John, Rev. u 17. to revive and fup- 
port him, that he might bear up and not faint under thefe difco- 
Veries : That he might neither be lifted Up nor fcaft dowri with the 
abundance of the revelations, God's grace is fujficieht for him, and, 
in token of that, his hand is upon him. 

4. 5 And I looked, and behold, a whirlwind came 
out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding it 
jfeif, and a brightnefs was about it, and out of the midft 
thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midft of the 
fire, gy Alfo out of the midft thereof came the likenefs 
of four living creatures. And this was their appearance, 
They had the likenefs of a man. 6. And every one had 
four faces, and every one had four wings. 7. And 
their feet were ftraight feet, and the fole of their feet 
was like the fole of a calves foot, and they fparkled 
like the colour of burnifhed brafs. 8. And they bad the 
hands of a man under their wings on their four fides, 
and they four had their faces and their wings* 9. Their 
wings were joined one to another ; they turned not when 
they wentj they went every one ftraight forward. 10. 
As for the likenefs of their faces, they four had the face 
of a man, and the face of a lion on the right fide, and 
they four had the face of an ox on the left fide : they 
four alfo had the face of an eagle. 11. Thus sew* their 

faces : and their wings were ftretched upward, two wings 
nf fevwv <in<* *rn/>r/> ioined one to another, and two co- 
ir 2. And they went every one 
whither the fpirit was to go, they 

As 



him. 



igageth 



enemies to fa 



(1.) The introdu&ion to this vifion of the angels is vcrv 
znt and awakening, ver. 4. The prophet observing; the Yh* 
open, looked, looked up, as it was time, to fee what clif™ 
>d would m*\. *~ h™ Note, When the heavens are 



God would make to him. 
it concerns us to have our 



And 



to clear the way, L 



, , . . . , . . eyes open _ „ ^ U1C w . 

bold, a whirlwind came out of the north, which would drive 
the interpofing mifts of this lower region ; fair weather ufes " 7 



out of the north, and thence the wind comes that drives aw™ 



to ami 
re!,,- 



;s are 



can by a whnlwind dear tlje sky and air, and produce tU 
lercmty dfmmd which is necellary to our communion with heav 
Yet this whirlwind was attended with a great child; when wethn 
the clouds that arife from, this earth are difpelled, and we can fe> T 
yond them, yet ftill there is a cloud which heavenly thine? 
wrapt in, a cloud from above, fo that we cannot order our ft, /■ 
concerning them by reafon ofdarhufs. Chrift here defcended I K 
afcended i„ a cloud. Some by this whirlwind and cloud underfill 
the Chaldean army coming out of the north againft the land of T 
dah, bearing down all before them as a tempert, and fo it a <rre 
with that which was fignified by one of the firft of Teremiah 
ons, Jer. i. 14. Out of the north an evil Jball break forth ■ uut , 
take it here as an introduction rather to the vifion than to the fe 
mons. This whirlwind came to Ezekiel, as that to Elijah, 1 Kim 
. 11. to prepare the way of the Lord, and to demand attention- 
He that has eyes, that has ears, let him fee, let him hear. 

(2.) The vifion it felf. A great cloud was the vehicle of this 
hon, m which it was conveyed to the prophet ; for God's pavili 
m which he rejls, his chariot in which he rides, is darkufs mi 
tmck clouds, Pfalm xvin. 11. civ. 3. thus he holds back the face d 

his throne, left its dazzling light and luftre fhould over-power us 
by fpreading a cloud upon it. Now, ' 

I. The cloud is accompanied with a fife, as upon mount Sinai, 
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forth lightning. 



went : and they turned not when they went, 
for the likenefs of the living creatures, their appearance 
was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance 
of lamps : it went up and down among the living crea- 
tures, and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went 

w w 14. And the living creatures ran, and 
returned as the appearance of a fiafh of lightning. 

The vifions of God which Ezekiel here faw were very glorious, 
and had more particulars than thofe which other prophets faw. The 
fcope and intention of thefe vifions is, 

1. To poflefs the prophet's mind with very great, and high, and 
honourable thoughts of that God, by whom he was commiffioned, 
and for whom he was employed. It is the likenefs of the glory of the 
Lord that- he fees, ver. 28. and from hence he may infer, it is his 
honour to ferve him, for he is one whom angels ferve ; he may 
ierve him with fafety, for he hath power fufficient to bear him out 
in his work ; it is at his peril to draw back from his fervice, for he 
hath power to purfue him, as he did Jonah ; lb great a God as this 
rnufl be ferved with reverence and godly fear ; and with affu ranee 
may Ezekiel foretel what this God will do, for he is able to make 
his words good. 

2. To ftrrke a> terror upon the finners that remained in Zion, 
ami thofe that were already come to Babylon, who were fecure, 
and bid defiance to the threatnings of Jerulalem's- ruin,- as we have 
found in Jeremiah's prophecy, and lhall find in this, many did : 
Let thofe who laid, ive Jhall have peace, though we go, on, know, 
•that our God is a confuming fre, whom they cannot Hand before. 
That this vifion had a reference to the deftru£tion of Jerufalem 
items plain from chap, xliii. 3. where he faith, it was the vifion 
which be jaw when he came to deflroy the city, i. e. to prophely the 
deftrudtion of it. 

3. To fpeak comfort to thofe that feared Gody and trembled at 
his word, and humbled themfelves under his- mighty hand ; let them 
know, that though they are captives in Babylon,- yet- they have 
God nigh unto them ; though they have not the place of the fan&a- 
eiry to be their glorious high throne, they have the God of the 



where God refided in a thick cloud, but the fight of his glory was 
like devouring fire, Exod. xxiv. 16, 17. and his firft appearance to 
Mofes was in a fame of fire in the bujh j for cur God is a confumhw 
fire : This was afire infolding it. felf; a globe, or orb, or wheel of 
hie j (jod being his own caufe, his own rule, and his own end, 

• f, a , S f /7', he is as a fi rc in folding it felf, or, as fome read 
it, kindled by it felf. The fire of God's glory Ihines forth, but it 
prefently catcheth it felf, for he lets us know but parts of his ways; 
the fire of God's wrath breaks forth, but prefently catcheth it felf, 
and the divine patience fuffers not all his wrath to be ftirred up. If 
it were_ not afire thus infolding it felf , O Lord, who Jhall fiand? 
_ 2. The fire is furrounded with a glory ; a brightnefs was about 
it, in which it infolded it felf, yet it made fome difcoveryof it felf; 
though we cannot fee into the fire, cannot bv fearching find cut 
God to perfeaion, yet we fee the brightnefs that is round about it, 
the reflection of this fire from the thick cloud. Mofes might fee 
God's back-parts, but not his face ; we have fome light concerning 
the nature of God from the brightnefs which encompalTeth it, 
though we have not an infight into it, by realbn of the cloud fpread 
upon it. Nothing more eafy than to determine that God is ; no- 
thing more difficult than to defcribe what he is. When God dif- 
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glorified faints v/ilf for ever admire. 

3. Out of this fire there Ihines the colour of amber ? we are not- 
told who or what rt was that had" this colour of amber,- and there- 
fore I take it to be the whole frame of the following vifion, which' 
came into EzekiePs view out of the midjt of fie fire "and ' brightnefs \t 
and the firft thing he took notice of before he viewed the particu- 
lars was, that it was of the colour ofa??iber, or y tf/e eve of amber, i e. 
it looked as amber doth to the eye, of a bright flaming fiery colour, 
the colour of a httrnmg coal, fo fome think if fhould be read. The' 
living creatures which he faw coming out of the midjl of the fire were 

feraphims, burners, for he maketh his angels fpirit s, Ins minijlm a 
L faming fire. 

4. That which cerrfcs out of the fire, of a fiery amber colour, 
when it comes to be diftinftly viewed, is the likenefs of four lifw , 
creatures 1 not the Irving creatures themfelves, angels are fpirits, 
and cannot be feen, but the likenefs of them, fuch a hieroglyph^ 
or reprefentation as God faw fit to make ufe of for the leading of 
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to poflefs us with an awful fenfe of the greatnefs of that God 
hath angels for his attendants, and the goodnefs of that God 



1 1 f irWels fa matter purely of divine revelation) fo far as i& re- 
ivorl" or \ . , ^ ■» " ^ ^ * - » ^ * 

W f 0 hath appointed them to be attendants on his people. The like- 
f fthefe living creatures came out of the mid/l of the fire, for an- 
l derive their being and power from God 3 they are in themfelves, 
S e s . are t0 us w hat he is pleafed to make them ; their glory is a ray 
3 f his The prophet himfelf explains this vifion, chap. x. 20. / 
1 r that the living creatures were the cherabims, which is one of 
1 names by which the angels are known in fcripture. To Da- 
* • 1 «/as made known their numbers, ten thoufand times ten thoifand, 

pie! w t» ^ ^.i «.u ..1™. *. A 1 
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n v«. l°- -^ ut t ho u gh they are many, yet they are one, and 
ht is made known to Ezekrel here 5 they are one in nature and 
\ erat iori, as an army confifting of thoufands, is yet called a body 
°f men. We have here an account of, (1.) Their nature, they 
° living creatures, they are the creatures of God, the work of his 
hnds their being is derived, they have not life in and of them- 
f Ives' but receive it from him, who is the Fountain of life. 

uch as the living creatures of this lower world excel the vegeta- 
bles that are the ornaments of the earth, fo much do the angels, 
the living creatures of the upper world, excel the fun, moon, and 
n rs the ornaments of the heavens. The fun, fay fome, is a flame 
f he infolding it J "elf but it is not a living creature, as angels, 
Jhofe flames of fire, are. Angels are living • wights, living beings, 
emphatically fo ; men on earth are dying creatures, dying daily, in 
the inldjl of life we are in death, but angels in heaven are living 
creatures, they live indeed, live to good purpofe, and when faints 
come to be equal unto the angels , they fhall not die any more, Luke 

(2.) Their riumber,- they are four, fo they appear here though 
they are innumerable, not as if thefe were four particular angels let 
up above the reft, as fome have fondly imagined, Michael and Ga- 
briel Raphael and Uriel, but for the fake of the four faces they 
put on, and to infinuate their being fent forth towards the four 
winds of heaven? Matt. xxiv. 31. and Zechariah fees them as four 
chariots going forth, eaft,. weft, north and fouth, Zech. vi. I. 
God has meflengers to ferid each way, for his kingdom is univer- 
fal and reacheth to all parts of the world. 

(3.) Their qualifications, by which they are fitted for the fervice 
of their Maker and Mafter. • Thefe are let forth figuratively j and 
by fimilitude, as is proper in vifions, which are parables to the eye. 
Their defcription here is fuch;, and fo exprefled, as that, I think* it 
is not poflible by it to form an exact idea of them in our fancies, or 
with the pencil, for that would be a temptation to worfliip them 3 
but the feveral inftances of. their fitnefs for the work they are em- 
ployed in, are intended in the feveral parts of this defcription. Note, 
It is the greateft honour of God's creatures to be in a capacity of an- 
fwering the end of their creation 3 and the more ready we are to e- 
very good work, the nearer we approach to the dignity of angels. 

Thefe living creatures are defcribed here, 

1. By their general appearance, they had the likenefs of a ?nan± 
they appeared, for the main in a human fhape, 1. To fignify that 
thefe living creatures are reafonable creatures, intelligent/ beings^ 
who have that fpirit of a man which is the candle of the Lord. 2. To 
put an honour upon the nature of man, who is made the lower, 
yet but a little lower than the angels, in the very next rank of beings 
below them 3 when the invifible intelligences of the upper world 
would make themfelves yifible, it is in the likenefs of 7nan. 3. To 
intimate that their delights are with the fons of men, as their matters 
are, Prov. viii. 31. that they do fervice to men, and men may 
have a fpiritual communion with them by faith, hope, and holy 
love. 4. The angels of God appear in the likenefs of man, becaule 
hi the fidnefs of time the Son of God was not only to- appear in that 
likenefs, but to affume that nature 3 they therefore fhew this love 
to iti 

2. By their faces, every one had four faces, looking four feveral 
ways, In St. John's vifion, which has a near affinity with thiSj 
each of the four living creatures has one of thefe faces here menti- 
oned, Rev. iv; 7. here each of them has all four, to intimate, that 
they have all the fame qualifications for fervice, though, perhaps, 
among the angels of heaven, as among the angels of the churches, 
fome excel in one gift, and others in another, but all for the com- 
mon fervice. Let us contemplate their faces till we be in fome mea- 
fure changed' into the fame image, that we may do the will of God 
as the angels do it in heaven. They all four had the face of a 
man, for in that likenefs they appeared, ver. 5. but, belides that, 
they had the face of a lion, an ox, and an eagle, each mafterly in 
their kind 3 the lion among wild beafts, the ox among tame ones, 
and the eagle among fowls, ver. 10. Doth God make ufe of them 
for the executing of judgments upon his enemies ? they are fierce 
and ftrong as the lion and the eagle in tearing their prey : Doth he 
make ufe of them for the good of his people ? they are as oxen Jlro?ig 
fir labour, and inclined to ferve : And in both they have the under- 
fianding of a man. The fcattered perfections of the living creatures 
011 ea rth meet in the angels of heaven : They have the likenefs of a 
man 1 but becaufe there are fome things in which man is excelled 
tven ky the inferior creatures, they are therefore compared to fome 

them 3 they have the underjlan'd'mg of a man, and fuch as far ex- 
ceeds it ; they alfo refemble man in tendernefs and humanity 3 but, 
*» A lion excels a man in ftrength and boldnels, and is much more 

N°. 66. 



1 formidable, therefore the angels, who do fo too, put on the face 
of a lion. 2. Jin ox excels man in diligence and patience, and 
pains-taking, and an unwearied difcharge of the work he has to do* 
therefore the angels, who are conftantly employed in the fervice of 
God and the church, put on the face of an ox. 3; An eagle ex- 
cels man in quicknefs and piercingnefs of fight, and in (baring highj 
and therefore the angel?, who feek things above, and fee far into 
divine myfteries, put on the face of a flying eagle. 

* 3. By their wings, -every one had four wings, ver. 6. In the vi- 
fion Ifaiah had of them, they appeared with fix, now with four ; 
for they appeared above the throne, and had occafion for two to 
cover their feces with. The angels are fitted with wings to fly 
fwiftly on God's errands 3 whatever bufinefs God /ends them upon 
they lofe no time. Faith and hope are the foul's v/ings upon which 
it foars upwards, pious and devout affections are its wings on which 
it is carried forward with vigour and alacrity. The prophet obferves 
here concerning their wings, I. That they were joined one to ano- 
ther, ver. 9. and again, ver. 11. They did not make ufe of their 
wings for fighting, as fome birds do, there is no conteft among the 
angels, God maketh peace, perfect peace, in his high places ; but 
their wings were joined in token of their perfect unity and unani- 
mity, and the univerfal agreement there is among them. 2. That 
they were Jiretched upward, extended, and ready for ufe, not fold- 
ed up, or flagging. Let an angel receive the leaft intimation of 
the divine will, and he has nothing to feek, but is upon the wing 
prefently s while our poor dull fouls are like the oilrich, that with 
much difficulty lifteth up her feif on high. 3. That two of their 
v/ings were made ufe of in covering their bodies, the fpiritual bodies 
they afTumed. The clothes that cover us are our hindrance in work, 
angels need no other covering but their own wings, which are their 
furtherance. They cover their bodies from usj fo forbidding us 
needlefs enquiries concerning them 5 ask not after them, for they are 
zuonderfzd, Judg. xiii. 18. They cover them before God, fo di- 
recting us, when we approach to God, to fee to it that we be fo 
clothed with Chrifl's righteoufnefs, as that the Jha7ne of our naked- 

nefs ?nay not appear. 

4. By their feet, including their legs and thighs 5 they were 
fir aight feet, ver. 7. they flood flrraight, and firm, and Heady, no 
burthen of fervice could make their legs to bend under them. The 
fpoufe makes this part of the defcription of her beloved, that his legs 
were as pillars of marble fit upon fockeis of fine gold, Cant. v. 15. 
fuch are the angels legs. 'The fole of their feet was like that of a 
calves foot, which divideth the hoof, ahd is therefore clean : As it 
zve're the fole of a round foot, as the Chaldee words it, they were rea- 
dy for motion any way. Their feet were wi?iged, fo the Seventy 
they went fo fwiftly, that it was as if they flew. And their very 
feet fparkled like the colour of burnifned brafs ; not only the faces, but 
the very feet of thoie are beautiful whom God fends on his errands* 
If a. lii. 7. every ftep the angels take is glorious. In the vifion Johri 
had of Chrift it is faid, his feel were like unto fine brafs, as if they 



burned in a furnace, Rev. i. 15. 

5. By their hands, ver. S. They had the hands of a man under 
their zuings on their four fides ; an arm and hand under every wing: 
They had not only wings for motion, but hands for action : Many- 
are quick that are hot active ; they hurry about a great deal, but 
do nothing to purpofe, bring nothing to pafs : They have wings 
but no hands, whereas God's fervants the angels riot only go when 
he fends them, and come when he calls them, but do what he bids 
them. They are the hands of a ?nan, which are wonderfully made^ 
and fitted for fervice ; which are guided by reafon and underftand- 

for what angels do they do intelligently^ and with judgment; 
They have calves feet^ which fpeaks the fwiftnefs of thein motion • 
the cedars of Lebanon are faid to skip like a calf, Pfalm xxix. 6i 
but they have a man's hand^ which fpeaks the nicenefs and exact:- 
nefs of their performances 3 as the heavens are faid to be the work 
of God's fingers. Their hands were under their zvings, which con- 
cealed them, as they did the reft of their bodies. Note, The a- 
gency of angels is a fecret thing, and their work is carried on in an 
invifible way. In working for God, though we muft hot, with 
the fiuggard, hide our hand in our bofom, yet we muft, with the 
humble, not let our left hand know what our 7'ight hand doth. We 
may obferve, that where thefe wings were, their hands were: under 
their wings ; wherever their wings carried them, they carried hands 
along with them, to be ftill doing fomething fuitablej fomething 
that the duty of the place requires; 

(4;) Their motions. The living creatures are moving ; angels 
are active beings \ it is not their happinefs to fit ftiil and do nothing, 
but to be always well employed and we muft reckon cur felves 
then beft, when we are doing good 3 doing it as the angels do it ; 
of whom it is here obferved, 

I. That whatever fervice they went about, they went every one 
firaight forward, ver. 9. and again, ver. 12; which intimates, 
(r.) That they fincerely aimed at the glory of God, and had a An- 
gle eye to that in all they did ; their going firaight forward fuppo- 
feth that they looked ftraight forward, and never had any finiller 
intentions in what they did. And if thus our eye. be fingle, our whole 
body will be full of light ; the finglenefs of the eye is the ftneerity of 
the hearti (2.) That they were intent upon the fervice they were 
employed in, and did it with a clofe application of mind ; they went 
forward with their work 3 for what their hand found to do they did 
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Ht with all their mighty arid did not loiter in it. (3.) That they _ _ ^ ^ 

were unanimous in it, they w ent fir aight forward, every one about \ one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures 

his own work, and did not thwart or juftle one another, did not | ^ f our f aces# - ^ ™ ' - a 

ftand in one another's light, in one another's way. (4O That 
• they perfeaiy underftdod their bufinefs, and were throughly appri- 
sed of it, fo that they needed not to ftand ftill to paufe or hefitate, 
'but work their work before them with xeadinefs, as thofe that knew 

(5.) They were fteady 



J Now as I beheld the living creatures, hM, u 

A * wav, wxv. Aiviug creature 

16. The appearance of the whee 
their work was like unto the colour of a beryl : 



3 



and the 



do the will of God as the angels do it. 



what they had to do, and how to do it. 

-and conftant in their work, they did net fluctuate, did not tire, 
-did not vary, but were of a piece with themfelves ; they moved in 
•a diredt line, and fo went the next way to work in all they did, and 
loft no time. When we go ftraight we go forward 5 when we ferve 
r God with one heart, we rid ground, we rid work. 

2. They tamed not when they went, ver. 9. and again, ver. 12. 
(1.) They made no blunders or miftakes, which would give them 
occafion to turn back to rectify them ; their work needed no cor- 
rection, and therefore needed not to be gone over again. (2.) They 
minded no diverfions 5 as they turned not back, fo they turned not 
afide, to trifle with any thing that was foreign to their bufi- 
nefs. 

3. T/yey went whither the fpirit was to go, ver. 12. either, (1.) 
TVlnther their own fpirit was difpofed to go, thither they went, ha- 
ving no bodies, as we have, to clog or hinder them. It is our in- 
felicity, and daily burthen, that when the fpirit is willing, yet the 
ficjh is weak, and cannot keep pace with it, fo that the good zuhich 
we woidd do we do it not ; but angels, and glorified faints, labour 
under no fuch impotency, but whatever they incline or intend to 
do, they do it, and never come fhort of it. Or rather, (2.) Where- 
foever the Spirit of God would have them go, thither they went j 
though they had fo much wifdom of their own, yet in all their mo- 
tions and actions they fubjected themfelves to the conduct and go- 
vernment of the divine will : Whither foe ver the divine providence 
was to go, they zvent, to ferve its purpofes, and to execute its or- 
ders. The Spirit of God (faith Mr. Greenhill) is the great agent 
that fets angels to work, and it is their honour that they are led, 
they are caflly led by the- Spirit. See, how tradable and obfequious 
thefe noble creatures are! whitherfoever the Spirit is to go, they^go 
immediately, with ail poiiihie abcrity. Note, Thofe that walk 
after the Spirit, 

A. They ran, and returned like a fiafij of lightning, ver. 14. This 
intimates, 1. That they made hafte ; they were quick in their mo- 
tions, as quick as lightning ; whatever bufinefs they went about, 
they difpatched it prefemly, in. a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye. Happy they that have no bodies to retard their motion in ho- 
ly exercifes ! and happy nidi we be when we come to have fpiritual 
bodies for fpiritual work ! Satan Mh like lightning into his own 
ruin, Luke x. 18. Angels fly like lightning in their Mailer's work 3 
the angel Gabriel flew fwiftly. 2. That they made hafte back ; 
they ran, and returned ; ran to do their work, and execute their 
orders, and then returned to give an account of what they had done, 
and receive new iriftrudrions, that they may be always doing. They . 
ran into the lower world to do what was to be done there, but 
when they had done it, they returned like a fiaffj of lightning to the 
upper world again, to the beatifick vifion of their God, which they 
could not with any patience be longer from than their fervice did 
require. Thus we fhould be in the affairs of this world as out of 
our element 5 though we run into them, we muft not repofe in 
them, but our fouls muft prefently return like lightning to God 
their reft and centre. 

Laftly, We have an account of the light by which the prophet 
few thefe living creatures, or the looking-glafs in which he faw them, 
ver. 13. 1. He faw them by their own light, for their appearance 
was like burning coals of fire ; they are feraphims, burners 5 noting 
the ardor of their love to God, their fervent zeal in his fervice, 
their fplendor and brightnefs, and their terror againft God's ene- 
mies ; when God employs them to fight his battles, they are as 
coals of fire, Pfal. xviii. 12. to devour the adverfarics, as lightnings 
fhot out to difcomfit them. 2. He faw them by the light of fome 
lamps, which went up and down among them, the {tuning whereof 
was very bright. Satan's works are works of darknefs, he is the 
ruler of the darknefs of this world j but the angels of light are in the 
light, and though they conceal their working, they fhew their 
work, for it will bear the light. But we fee them and their works 
only by candle-light, by the dim light of lamps, that go up and 
down among them ; when the day breaks, and the fijadows flee a- 
tvay, we fhall fee them clearly. Some make the appearance of thefe 
hm'7i'wg coals, and of the light'ning that iftiies out of the fire, to fig- 
mfy the wrath of God, and his judgments, that were now to be 
cuted upon Judah and Jerufalem for their fins, in which angels 
were to be employed : And accordingly we find afterwards coals of 
fire fcaitered upon the city to confume it, which were fetched fro?n 
between the cherubi?ns, chap, x. 2. But by the appearance of the 
la??ips then we may understand the light of comfort which fhone 
forth to the people of God in the darknefs of this prefent trouble : 
If the miniftry of the angels is as a confuming fire to God's ene- 
mies, it is as a rejoicing light to his own children. To the one 
this fire is bright, it is very reviving and refrefhing j to the other 
out of the fire comes frefh lightning to deftroy them. Note, Good 

angels are our friends or enemies according as God is# 



four had one likenels, and their appearance and th^ 
work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a w] e f 
1.7. When they went, they went upon their four $1 ' 
and they returned not when they went. 
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rings, they were fo high that they were dreadful a 
their rings were full of eyes round about the'mVo 
19. -And when the Jiving creatures went, the whnf 
went by them : and when the living creatures were lif 
up from the earth, the wheels were lift up. 20. Wh* 
therfoever the fpirit was to go, they went, thither <- " 
their fpirit to go, and the wheels were lifted up 6 V erY 
gainft them : for the fpirit of the living creature zvas in 
the wheels. 21. When thofe went, thefe went* and 
when thofe flood, thefe ftood ; and when thofe \v ere 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over 
againft them : for the fpirit of the living creature <® ai 

22. Ami the likenefs of the firmament 

vas as the colour 
cryftal, ftretched forth over their heads 



in the wheels. 

upon the heads of the living creature, 
of the terrible 

above. 23; And under the firmament were their v/in^ 
ftraight^ the one toward the other ; every one had two 



which covered on this fide^ and every one had 
which covered oh. that fide, their bodies. 



two, 



2 4- And 

when they went, I heard the noife of their wings, like 
the noife of great waters^ as the voice of the Almighty, 
the voice of fpeech as the noife of an hoft : when thev 
ftood, they let down their wings.' 2 5. And there was 
a voice from the firmament, that was over their heads; 
when they ftood, aiid had let down .their wings. 

* ■ 

The prophet is very exadl: in making and recording his obferva- 
tions concerning this vifion. And here we have, 

(1.) The notice he took of the zvheels, ver. 15, — 2t. The ^lo- 
ry of God appears not only in the fplendor of his retinue iiTthe 
upper world, bat in the fteadinefs of his government here in this 
lower world. Having feen how God doth according to his will in 
the armies of heaven, let us now fee how he doth according to it 
among the inhabitants of the earth 3 for there, on the earthy the 
prophet faw the wheels, ver. 15. As he beheld the living creatures, 
and was contemplating the glory of that vifion, and receiving in- 
ftrudtion from it, this other vifion prefented it felf to his view. 
Note, Thofe who make a good, ufe of the difcoveries Gcd has fa- 
voured them with, may expect further difcoveries ; fcr to him that 
hath foall be give?!. We are fometimes tempted to think there is 
nothing glorious but what is in the upper world, whereas, could we 
with an eye of faith difcern the beauty of providence, and the wif- 
dom, power, and goodneft which fhine in the adminiftration of that 
kingdom, we would fee and fay, Verily he is a God that judgeth in 
the earth, and acts like himfelf. There are many things in this 
vifion, which give us fbme light concerning the divine providence; 

1. The difpenlations of providence are compared to wheels, ei- 
ther the wheels of a chariot, in which the conqueror rides in tri- 
umph, or rather the wheels of a clock or watch, which all contri^ 

We read of the courfi 
or wheel of nature, Jam. iii. 6. which is here fet before us as un- 
der the direction of the God of nature. Wheels, though they move 
not of themfelves, as the living creatures do, yet they are made 
moveable, and are almoft continually kept in action. Providence, 
reprefented by thefe wheels, orders, changes, fometimes one fpoke 
of the wheel is uppermoft, and fometimes another ; but the motion 
of the wheel on its own axletree, like that of the orbs above, is ve- 
ry regular and fleady. The motion of the wheels is circular \ by 
the revolutions of providence things are brought to the fame poiture 
and pafs which they were in formerly ; for the thing that is, t$ that 
which has been, and there is no new thing under the fun, Eccl. 1. 

2. The wheel is faid to be by the living creatures, who attended 
it to direct its motion - 3 for the angels are employed as the minifiers 
of God's providence, and have a greater hand in directing the mo- 
tions of fecond caufes to ferve the divine purpofe than we think they 
have. Such a clofe, connection is there between the living creatures 
and the wheels, that they moved and refled together. Were an- 
gels bufily employed ? men were bufily employed, as inftruments t in 
their hand, whether of mercy or judgment, though they themfelves 
were not aware of it : Or, are men active to compafe their defigns. 
angels at the fame time are ailing to controll and overrule them. 
This is much infifted on here, ver. 19. When the living creature* 
zvent, to bring about any bufinefs, the wheels went by them ; vn'-jj 
God has work to do by the miniftry of angels, fecond caufes are 2J 
found or made ready to concur in it; and, ver, 21. %vhen t/tf 

flood, thefe flood-, when the angels had done their work, the fecond 
caufes had done theirs. If the living creatures zvere lifted up J H f 
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bute to the regular motion of the machine. 
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/ were elevated to any fervice above the common courfe of 
*U ear * ' ^ out of the ordinary road, as fuppofe in the working of 
nature, a 1 fc v {&\ n g of the water; the ftanding ftill of the fun, the 
jniacles? ary . to their own natural tendency, which is towards 
zvhttlh c m0ve in concert with them, and are lifted up over againfl 
the eart ? 5 - s ; s thrice mentioned, ver. 19, 20, 21. Note, All infe- 
ibw > res are? and move, and a£t, as the Creator, by the mi- 
r ior crea ^ ano -els, directs and influences them. Vifible effects are 
nift< ?JtfTand governed by invifible caufes, ^ . . 

jiianag f on °gi V en of this is, becaufe r£<? ^'"r^ 2^ living cr'ea- 

/ 7Z wheels, i. e. the fame wifdom, power, and holi- 
liirss ™'q oA tj^g fame will and counfel of his, that guides and go- 
° he angels, and all their performances, doth, by them, or- 
vefnS d difpofe of all .the motions of the creatures in this lower 
211 and the events and ifTues of them. God is the Soul of the 
and animates the whole, both that above, and that beneath, 
fhrv move in perfect harmony, as the upper and lower parts 



der 



, j the events and ifTues of them. God is the Soul of the 
world 9 an • * « * .« .1 

world, 

natural body do ; fo that whitherfoever the Spirit is to go, i. e. 

°* :„ n^rl'c will* and nurnofe fhould be done, and hrmiaht 



fr* edly, fet themfelves to bring it abjout, and their fpirit is in the 
r ft which are therefore lifted up over again/I them, i. e. both 
t owers of nature, and the wills of men* are all made to ferve 
I intention, which they infallibly and irrefiftibly efFea, though, 
u aDS they mean not fo, neither doth their heart think fo, Ifa. x. 7. 

ire iv. ii? I2 - Thus > tnou gh the of God's precept be not 

f \« \nrth as it is done in heaven, yet, the will of his purpofe 
dene on eaiwi j r r 

W counfel is, and mall be. 

The zvheel is faid to have four faces, looking four feveral 
s ver. I5« noting that the providence of God exerts it felf in 
Mparts of the world, eaft, weft, north and fouth, and extends it 
'If to the rcmoteft corners of it. Look which way you will upon 
the wheel of providence, and it lias a face towards you, a beautiful 
on e which you may admire the features and complexion of ; it 
looks upon you as ready to fpeak to you, if you be but ready to 
hear the voice of it ; like a well-drawn picture, it has an eye up- 
on all that has an eye upon it ... 

The zvheel had fo four faces, that it had in it four wheels, which 
mt upon their four ftdes, ver. 17. At firft Ezekiel faw it 2s one 
\] )C d ver. 15. one fpiiere, but afterwards he faw it was four, but 
the\ four had one likenefs, ver. 16. not only they were like one an- 
other but they were as if they had been one. This intimates, 
1 That one event of providence is like another ; what happens to 
us is that which is common to ?nen, and what we are riot to think 
finance. 2. That various events have a tendency to the fame iflue, 
and concur to anfwer the fame intention. ^ ^ 

jl Their appearance and their work is faid to be like the colour of 
a beryl, ver. 16. the colour vfTar/hifit, fo the word is, /. c. of the 
fea; the beryl is of that colour, fea-green ; blue Neptune' wef call it; 
The nature of things in this world is like that of the fea, which is! 
in a continual flux, and yet there is a conftant coherence and fuc- 
ceffion of its parts. There is a chain of events which is always in 
the drawing one way or other. The fea ebbs and flows, fo doth 
providence in its difoofals, but always in the ftated appointed times 
andmeafures. The* fea looks blue, as the air doth, becaufe of the 
{hortnefs and feeblenefs of our fight, which can fee but a little way 
of either ; to that colour therefore is the appearance and work of pro- 
vidence fitly compared, becaufe we cannot find out that which God 
doth from the beginning to the end, EccL iii. 11. we fee but parts of 
his ways, Job xxvi. ult. and all beyoiid looks blue, which gives us 
to underftand no more concerning it, but that in truth we ken it 
notj it hfar above out of our fight, 

■5. Their appearance and their work is like wife faid to be 'as it. were 
a wheel in the middle of a zvheel. Obferve, here again their ap- 
pearance to the prophet is defigned to let forth what their zvork re- 
ally is ; mens appearance and their work often differ, but the ap- 
pearance of God's providence and its zvork agree ; if they feem to 
differ, it is through our ignorance and miftake. Now both were 
m a zvheel in a zvheel, a lefler wheel moved by a greater ; we pre- 
tend not to give a mathematical defcription of it j the meaning is, 
that the difpofals of providence feem to us intricate and perplexed, 
and. unaccountable, and. yet they will appear in the ifTue to have 
been all wifely ordered for the beft \ fo that though zvhat God. doth 
ive know not nozv, yet we fhall know hereafter, John xiii. 7. 

6. The motion of thefe wheels, like that of the living creatures, 
was fteady, and regular* and conftant, they returned 'not when they 
went, ver. 17. becaufe they never went amifs, nor otherwife than" 
they fhouid do. God, in his providence, takes his work before 
him, and he will have it forward ; and it is going on even then 
when it fcems to us to be going backward. They zveni as the Spi- 
rit directed them, and therefore reiurned not. We fhould not have 
occafion to return back as we have, and to undo that by repen- 
tance which we have done amifs, and to do it over again, if we 
were but led by the Spirit, and followed his conduct:. The fpirh 
iff (fo fome read it) zvas in the wheels, which carried them on 
With eafe and evennefs, and then they returned not when thvywent. 

7. The rings or rims of the zvheels 'were fo high that they were 
dreadful, ver. 18. They" were of a vaft circumference, fo that 
when they were reared and put in motion, the prophet was even 
a faid to look upon them. Note, The vaft compafs of 'God's 
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thought, and the vaft reach of his defign, is really aftonifhing $; 
when we go about to defcribe the circle of providence, we" are 
ftruck with amazement, and are even ' fwallowed up. O the 
heighth and depth of God's counfels ! the • confederation whereef 
fhould ftrike an awe upon us. 

. o. They were full bf eyes round about. This cirfeumftarice of 
the virion is moft furprizing of all, and yet rhoft fignificant, plain-' 
ly fpeaking that the motions of providence are all directed by infi- 
nite wifdom. The ifTues of things are not determined by a blind 
fortune, but by thofe eyes of the Lord which run to and fro through 
the earth, and are in every place beholding the evil and the gold. 
Note, It is a great fatisfa&ion to us, and ought to be fo, that 
though we cannot account for the fprings and tendencies of events, 

yet they are all under the cognizance and coriducl: of an all-wife; 
all-feeino- God. 

(2.) The notice he took of the fr?nament above, over the heads 
of the living creatures. When he faw the living creatures moving* 
and the wheels ly them, he looked up, as it is proper for us to do 
when we obferve the various motions of providence in this lower 
world ; looking up, he faw the firmament flretched_ forth over the 
heads of the living creatures, ver. 22. What is done on earth, is 
done under the heaven (as th'e fcripture often fpeaks) under its in- 
fpedlion and influence. 

Obferve, 1. What he faw : The firmament zvas as the colour of 
the terrible cryflal, truly glorious, but terribly fo ; the vaftnefs and 
brightnefs of it put the prophet into an amazement, and ftruck him 
with an awful reverence. The terrible ice, 6? frojl, fo it may be 
read ; the colour of mow congealed, or, as mountains of ice in the 
northern feas* which are very frightful. Daring finners ask; Can 
God judge through the dark cloud? Job xxii. 13. but that which we 
take to be a dark cloud, is to him tranfparent as cryflal, through 
which, from the place of his habitation, he looks upon all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, P/alm xxxiii. 14. Under the firmament he faw 
the zvings of the living creatures ere£t, ver. 23. when they pleafed, 
they ufed them either for flight or for covering, or two for flighty 
and two for covering. God is on high, above the -firmament, the 
angels are under the firmament, which notes their fubjeclion to God's 1 
dominion, and their readinefs to fly on his errands in the open fir- 
mament of heaven, and to ferve hirn unanimoufly. 
2. What he heard. 

( t.) He heard the noife of the angels wings, ver. 24. Bees and 
other infects make a great noife with the vibration of their wings ; 
here the angels do fo, to awaken the attention of the prophet to 
that which God was about to fay to him from the firmament, ver. 
25. Angels, by the providences they are employed in, found God'S 
alarms to the children of men, and ftir them up to hear his voice - y 
for that is it that cries in the city, and is heard and underftood by 
the men of zvifdom. The noife of their zvings was loud and terrible^ 
as the' "noife of great wafers, like the rout or roaring of the fea ; and 
as the noife of an hqfl, the noife of war ; but it was articulate and 
intelligible, and did not give an uncertain found ; for it was the 
voice of fpeech ; nay, it was as the voice of the Almighty 5 for God, 
by his providences, fpeaks once, yea, twice ; if we could but per- 
ceive it, Job xxxiii. 14. the Lord's voice cries, Mic. vi. 9. 

(2.) He heard a voice from the finnament, from him that fits up- 
on the throne there, ver. 25. When the angels moved, they made 
a noife with their zvings, but when with that they had rouzed a 
careleis world, they flood ftill, and let down their wings, that there 
might be a profound filence, and fo God's voice mighr be the bet- 
ter heard. The voice of providence is defigned to open mens ears 
to the voice. of the word, to do the office of the crier, that with a 
loud voice charges filence while the judge pafleth fentence; He that 
has ears to hear, let him hear. Note, Noifes on earth fhould awa- 
ken our attention to the voice from the firmament ; for hozv Jhallwe 
efcape, if zve turn azvay from him that fpeaks from heaven ! 

* * • 1 - ■ 

26. 5 And above the firmament that was over their 
heads* was the likenefs of a throne, as the appearance 
of a fapphire-ftonej and upon the likenefs of the throne 
was the likenefs as the appearance of a man above upon 
it. 27. And I faw as the colour of amber* as the ap- 
pearance of fire round about within it : from the ap- 
pearance of his loins even upward, and from the ap- 
pearance bf his loins even downward, I faw as ic were 
the appearance of fire, and it had bnghtnefs round a- 
bout. 28. As the appearance bf the b.o,w that is in the 
cloud in the day of rain, fo was the appearance of the 
brightnefs round about. This was the appearance of 
thelikenefs of the glory of the LORD : and when I 
faw it, 1 fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one 
that fpake. 

All the other parts of this virion were but a preface and intro- 
duction to this. God in them had made himfelf known as Lord 
of angels, and fupreme Director of all his affairs of this lower world, 
from whence it is eafy to infer, that whatever God by his prophets 
either promifeth or threatneth to do, he is able to effect it ; angds 

are his fervants, men are his took But now a divine revelation :s 

to 
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to be given to a prophet, and by him to the church, we muft look 
higher than the living creatures of the wheels, and muft expert that 
from the eternal Word, of whom we have an account in thefe 
yerfes. Ezekiel hearing a voice from, the firmament looked up, as 
^ohn did, to fee the voice that fpake with him, and he fata o?te like 
unto the Son of Man, Rev. i. 22, 13. The feconcl Perfon fbme- 
times tried the fafhion of a man, occafionally, before he clothed 
himfelf with it for good and all ; and the fpirit of prophecy is called 
the Spirit ofChrijl, 1 Pet. i. 11. and the Te/limonyvf Jefus, Rev. 

xix. 10. , 

1. This glory of Chrift that the prophet faw was above the fir- 
^moment that was over the heads of the living creatures, ver. 26. 
jNote, The heads of angels themfelves are under the feet of the 
X»ord Jefus ; for the firmament that is over their heads is under his 
feet ; angels, principalities and powers are made fubjed to hhn, I Pet, 
in. 22. This dignity and dominion of the Redeemer before Jiis 
incarnation magnifies his condefcenfion in his incarnation, when he 
was- made a little lower than the angels, Heb. ii. 9. 

2. The firft thing he obferved was a throne, for divine revelati- 
on comes backed and fupported with a royal authority ; we muft 
have an eye of faith to God and Chrift as upon a throne. The firft 
thing that John difcovered in his vifions was a throne fet in heaven, 
Rev. iv. 2. which commands reverence afad fubje£tion. It is a 
throne of glory, a throne of grace, a throne of triumph, a throne 
of government, a throne of judgment : The Lord hath prepared 
his throne in the heavens, has prepared it for his Son, whom he hath 
fet King on his holy hill of Zion. 

3. On the throne he faw the appearance of a man. This is gcod 
news to the children of men, that thfc throne above the firmament is 
filled with one that is not afhamed to appear, even there, in the 
likenefs of man, Daniel, in vifion, faw the kingdom and domi- 
nion given to 'one like the Son of Man, who therefore hath autho- 
rity given him to execute judgment, becaufe he is the Son of ?nan 9 
John v. 27. fo appearing in thefe vifions. 

4. The prince and judge upon this throne, though he appear in 
fajhion as a ?nan, yet he appears in more than human glory, ver.2j. 
(1.) Is God frfoining light ? fo is he when the prophet faw him, 
he law as the colour of amber, that is, a brightnefs round about ; 
for God dwells in light, and covers himf elf with light as with a 
garment. How low did the Redeemes ftoop for us, when, to bring 
about our falvation, he fuffercd his glory to be eclipfed by the veil 
of his humanity. (2.) Is God a c onf tuning fire ? foishe: from 
his loins, both upward and downward, there was the appearance of 
fire. The fire above the loins was round about within the amber, 
it was inward and involved ; that below the loins was more out- 
ward and open, and yet that al/b had brightnefs round about. 
Some make the former to fignify ChriftVs divine nature, the glory 
and virtue of which is hid within the colour of amber 5 it is what 
ho man has feen, or can fee ; the latter his human nature, the 
glory of which there were thole that faw ; the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, John i. 14, He 
had rays coming out of his hand, and yet there was the hiding of his 
pozver, Hab. hi. 4. The fire in which the Son of man appeared 
here might be intended to fignify the judgments that were ready to 
be. executed upon Judah and Jerufalem, coming from that fiery in- 
digiiation of the Almighty which devours the adverfaries. Nothing 
rnore dreadful to the moft daring finners than the wrath of him that 
fits upon the throne, and of the Lamb, Rev. vi. 1 6. The day is 
coming when the Lord Jefus fuall be revealed in flaming fire, 
2Thef. i. 7,8. It concerns us therefore to kifs the Son left he be angry. 

5. The throne is furrounded with a rainbow, ver. 28. it is fo 
in St. John's vifion, Rev. iv. 3. the brightnefs about it was of di- 
vers colours, as the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain ; 
which, as it is a difplay of majefty, and looks very great, fo it is a 
pledge of mercy, and looks very kind ; for it is a confirmation of 
the gracious promife God has made, that he will not drown the 
world again ; and he hath faid, he will look upon the bow and re- 
member the ccvc7iant, Gen. ix. 16. This intimates, that he who 
fits upon the throne is the mediator of the covenant, that his dominion 
is for our protection, not our deftru£tion that he interpofeth be- 
tween us and the judgments our fins have defer ved ; and that all 
the profnifes of God a re in him yea and amen. Now the fire of God's 
wrath was breaking out againft Jerufalem, bounds fhould be fet 
to it, and he would not make an utter deftru£lion of it, for he 
would look upon the bow and remember the covenant, as he promifed 
in fuch a cafe, ;Lev. xxvi. 42. 

Laftly, We have the conclufion of this vifion : 

1. What notion the prophet himfelf had of it : "This was the ap- 
pearance of the likenefs of the glory of the Lord. Here, as all along, 
he is careful to guard againft all grofs corporeal thoughts of God, 
which might derogate from the tranfeendent purity of his nature. 
He doth not fay, 'This was the Lord, for he is invinble, but, This 
was the glory of the Lord, in which he was pleafed to manifeft him- 
self a glorious Being ; yet it is not the glory of the Lord, but the 
likenefs of that glory, fome faint refemblancc of it : nor is it any 
adequate likenefs of that glory, but . only the appearance of that 
likenefs, a fhadow of it, and not the very image of the thing, Heb. 
x. 1. 

2. What impreflions it made upon him ; when I faw it I fell 
upon my face. (1.) He was overpowered by it, the dazzling lultre 
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of it conquered him and threw him upon his face; fo r ^ 
to /land before this holy Lord God? Or rather, (2.) Jj e * 
himfelf, in an humble fenfe of his own unworthinefs of the 1 X 
now done him, and of the infinite diftance which he now ^ 
than ever, .perceived to .be between him and God ; he fell ' 
face, in token of that, holy awe and reverence of God wr°M? 
mind was poflefled and 'filled with. Note^ The more O j ! S 
pleafed to make known of hirnfelf to us, the more low weft * 
be before him. He fell upon his face to adore the majefty 0 fp 
and to implore his mercy, and to deprecate the wrath he faw 
to break out againft the children of his people. re ^ 
What inftru£lions he had from it : all he faw was 
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prepare him for that which he was to hear, for faith comes L /J ^ 
ing : 'he therefore heard a voice of one that fpake ; for we are tauaf 
bywords, not meerly by hieroglyphicks. When he fell ^ 
face ready to receive the word, then he heard the voice of Gn \i 
fpake ^ for God delights to "teach the humble. J * tlm 
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What bur Lord jefus faid to St. Paul, Afls xxvi. 16. may .fii v 
applied to the prophet Ezekiel, to whom the fame Jefus i s \ * 
fpeaking, Rife and ftand upon thy feet, for I have appeared urn* 
thee for this purpofe, to make thee a minifter. TVe have hr 
Ezekiel 3 s ordi?iation to his office, which the vifion was defig m ^ t(i 
fit him for ; not to entertain his curiofity with uncommon fpecul^ 
tions, but to put him into bufinejh Now here, 1 . He is commijfu 
oned to go as a prophet to the houfe of Ifrael, now captives in Bq] 
bylon, and to deliver God's mcjfages to them from time to time 
ver. 1,— 5, 2. He is cautioned not to be afraid of them, ver 6' 
3. He is injl rutted what to fay to them, and has words pm 
his mouth, which is fignified by the vifion of a roll which he was 
ordered to cat, ver. y, — 10. and tvhich, in the next chapter w e 
find he did eat. 



I. 



N D he faid unto me* Son of man^ ftand upori 
^ thy feet, and I will fpeak unto thee. 2. And 
the fpirit entred into me, when he fpake unto me, and 
fet me upon my feet, that I heard him that fpake unto 
me. 3; And he faid unto me, Son of man, I fend thee 
to the children of Ifrael, to a rebellious nation that hath 
rebelled againft me ; they and their fathers .havetranf- 
greffed againft me, even unto this very day. 4. For 
they are impudent children and ftiff-hearted ; I do fend 
thee unto them, and thou flaak fay unto them, Thus 
faith th LORD God. 5. And they, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, ( for they are a re- 
: bellious houfe ) yet fhall know that there hath been a 
• prophet among them. 

The title here given to Ezekiel, . as often afterwards, is very ob- 
fervable ; God, when he fpeaks to him, calls him, Son of mon, 
ver. I, 3. Son of Ada?n, Son of the earth. Daniel is once called 
fo, Dan. viii. 17. and but once ; the compilation is ufed to no 
other of the prophets, but to Ezekiel all along. We may take it, 
I. As an humble diminifhing title, left Ezekiel fhould be lifted up 
with the abundance of the revelations, he is put in mind of this, 
that ft ill he is a fon of man ; a mean, weak, mortal creature. A- 
ittong'other things made known to him, it was necefTary he fhould 
be made to know this, that he was a fon of man, and therefore it 
was wonderful condefcenfion in God that he was pleafed thus 
to manifeft himfelf to him. Now he is among the living creatures, 
the angels, yet he muft remember that he is himfelf a man, a dying 
creature ; what is man, or the fon of man, that he (hould.be thus 
vifited, thus dignified ? Though God had here a fplendid retinue 
of holy angels about his throne, that were ready to go on his er- 
rands, yet he pafleth them all by, and pitches upon Ezekiel, a fen 
of ?nan, to be his meflenger to the houfe' of Ifrael, for we have this 
treafure in earthen veffels, and God's meflages fent us by men like 
ourfelves, whofe terror fhall not ?nake us afraid, nor their hanLh 
heavy upon us. Ezekiel was a prieft, but the priefthood was 
brought low, and the honour of it laid in the duft ; it therefore 
became him, and all of his order, to humble themfelves, and to 
lie low, as fons of men, common men. He was now to be em- 
ployed as a prophet, God's embaflador, and a ruler over the king- 
doms, Jer. i. 10. a ppft of great honour, but he muft remember 
that he is a fon of man, and whatever good he did, it was not by 
any might of his own, for he was a fon of man, but in the ftrength 
of divine grace, which muft therefore have all the glory. ^ Or, 2. 
We may take it as an honourable, dignifying tide ; for it is oneot 
the titles of the Meffiah in the Old Teftament, Dan. vii. 13. Ifi^ 
one like the Son of man come with the clouds of heaven, from whence 
Chrift borrows the title he often calls himfelf by, The Son of man* 
The prophets were types of him, as they had near accefs to God, 
and great authority among men ; and therefore as David the kn*3 
is called the Lord's anointed, or Chrijl, fo Ezekiel the prophet is 
called fon of man* 
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Ezekiel £ here fet up, and mac 
.*! rommiffion, ver. I, 2. . He 



and made to ftand;, that he might re- 




is fet up, 



ceive . o y a divine command : Son ofjitan,jland upon iky feet. His 
y*' ro fl- ra te was a pofture of greater reverence, but his (landing 
lying P ^ ^ pofture of greater readinefs and fitnefs for bufinefs. 
U ^ W °dorin^s of God muft not hinder, but rather quicken and 
0 u f a Qur aflings for God. He fell on his face in a holy fear and 
CXCltC fGod, but he was quickly raifed up again; for they that 
T^ble ihemfehes pall be exalted ; God delights not in the dejefti- 
of his fervants, but the fame that brings them low will raife 
T ° up • the fame that is a fpirit of bondage will be a fpirit of 
Hotion/ Stand, and I will fpeak to thee, Note, We may then 
xpeft that God will fpeak to us, when we ftand ready to do what 

he commands us ; , . t , , . 

(2 ) By a divine power going along with that command, ver. 2. 
r & bid him Jland up, but becaufe he had not ftrength of his own 
recover his feet^ nor courage to face the vifion, the fpirit entred 
f t o him, and fet him upon Ins feet. Note, God is gracioufly 



leafed to work that in us which he requires of us, and raifeth 
\ofc whom he bids rife. We muft ftir up ourfelves, and then 
god will put ftrength into us ; muft work out our falvation, and 
then God will work in us. He obferved that the Spirit entered in- 
to him then when Chrift fpake to him ; for Chrift conveys his 
Spirit by his word, as the ordinary means, and makes the word ef- 
fectual by the Spirit. The Spirit fet the prophet upon his feet, to 
pife him up from his dejections, for he is the Comforter. Thus, in 
the like cafe Daniel was ftrengthened by a divine touch, Dan. x. 18. 
md John was raifed by the right hand of Chrift laid upon him, 
Rev. i. 17. the Spirit fet him upon his feet, made him willing and for- 
ward to do as he was bidden, and then he heard him that fpake to 
him. He heard the voice before, chap. i. 28. but now he heard it 
jnore diftinfUy and clearly, heard it and fubmitted to it. The 



2. The dominion of the prince by whom this embaflador is fent- 
(r.) He has authority to command him whom he fends, 1 do fend 
thee unto them, and therefore thou fjalt fay thus and thus unto them; 
ver. 4. Note, It is the prerogative of Chrift to fend prophets and 
minifters,- and to enjoin them their work. St. Paul thanked Chrift 
Jefus who put him into the miniftry, I "Tim. i. 12. for as he was 
fent of the Father, minifters are fent by him ; and as he received 
the Spirit without meafure, he gives the Spirit by meafu re, faying, 
Receive ye the holy Gho/l. They are impudent and rebellious, and 
yet / fend thee unto the?n. Note, Chrift gives the means of grace 
to many that he knows will not make a good ufe of thofe means 5 
puts many a price into the hand of fools that have hot only no 
heart to it, but have their hearts turned againft it. Thus he will 
magnify his own grace, juftify his own judgment; leave them in- 
excufable, and make their condemnation more intolerable. (2.) 
He has authority by him to command thofe to whom he 
fends him : Thou Jhalt fay unto them, Tim's faith the Lord God: 
All he faid to them muft be fpoken in God's name, enforced by 
his authority; and delivered as from him. Chrift delivered his 
doevtrines as a Son, Verily, verily I fay unto you ; the prophets as 
fervants, Thus faith the Lord God, our Maftcr and yours. Note, 
The writings of the prophets are the word of God, and fo are to 
be regarded by every one of us. (3.) He has authority to call 
thofe to an account to whom he fends his embafladdrs. Whe- 
ther they will hear, cr whether they will forbear, whether they will 
attend to the word, or turn their backs upon it, they Jhall knozo 
that there hath been a prophet aniong them, (hall know by experience. 
1. If they hear and obey they will know by comfortable experi- 
ence, that the word which did them good was brought them by one 
that had a commiffion from God, and a divine power going along 
with him in the execution of it. Thus they who were converted 
by St. Paul's preaching are faid to be the feals of his apojllejhip, 
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Stirit fets us upon our feet, by inclining our will to our duty, "and 1 I Cor. ix. 2. When mens hearts arc faid to burn under the word^ 



thereby difpofeth the underftanding to receive the knowledge of it. 
2. Ezekiel is here fent^ and made to go with a meflage to the 



children of Ifrael, ver. 3. / fend thee to the children of I fr a el. God 
had for many ages been fending to them his fervants the prophets, 
nfino-up betimes and fending them, but to little purpofe, they were 
now fent into captivity for abufing God's mefTengers ; and yet 
even there God fends this prophet among them, to. try if their 
ears were open to difcipline, now they were holden in., the cords 
cf affliction. As the fupports of life, fo the means of grace are 
continued to us after they have been a thoufand times forfeited. 
Nowobferve, ^ 

I. The rebellion of the people to whom this embaflador is fent ; 
and he is lent to reduce them to. their allegiance^ to bring back 
the children of Ifrael to the Lord their God ; let the prophet know 
that there is occafion for his going on this errand, for they are a 
rebellious nation, ver. 3. a rebellious houfe, ver. 5. They are called 
children of Ifrael, they retain the name of their pious anceftors, 
but they are wretchedly degenerated, they are become Goim, nations, 
the word commonly ufed for the Gentiles ; the children of Ifrael 
are become as the children of the /Ethiopian, Amos ix. 7. for they 
are rebellious j and rebels at home are much more provoking to a 
prince than enemies abroad. Their idolatries and falfe worfhips 
were the fins which, more than any other, denominated them a 
rebellious nation, for thereby they fet up another prince in oppofi- 
tion to their rightful fovereign, and did homage, and paid tribute 
to the ufurper, which is the higheft degree of rebellion that can be. 

(i;) They had been all along a rebellious gene ration j and had 
perfifted in their rebellion, they and their fathers have tranfgreffed 
ciainft me. Note, Thofe are not always in the right, that have 
antiquity and the fathers on their fide 5 for there are errors and 
corruptions of long ftanding : and it is fo far from being an excufe 
for walking in an ill way, that our fathers walked in it, that it is 
really an aggravation, for it is juftifying the fin of thofe that have 
gone before us. They have continued in their rebellion, even unto 
this very day ; notwithstanding the various means and methods that 
have been made ufe of to reclaim them ; to this day, when they 
are under divine rebukes for their rebellion, yet they continue 
rebellious', many among them, like Ahaz, even in their dijl'refs, 
htfptifs yet more • they are not the better for all the changes that 
have been concerning them, but ftill remain unchanged. 

(2.) They were now hardened in their rebellion. They are 
impudent children, brazen-faced, and cannot blufli ; they are ftiff- 
hearted, felf- willed, and cannot bend, cannot ftoop ; neither a- 
ftamed nor afraid to fin j that will not be wrought upon by the 
fenfe either of honour or duty. We are willing to hope this was 
not the character of all, but of many, and thofe, perhaps, the 
leading men. Obferve, (1.) God knew this concerning them, 
how inflexible, how incorrigible they were. Note, God is per- 
fectly acquainted with every man's true character, whatever his 
pretenfions and profefiions may be. (2.) He told the prophet this, 
that he might know the better how to deal with them, and what 
handle to take them by. He muft rebuke fuch men as thofe 
iharply, cuttingly ; muft deal plainly with them, though they call 
lf dealing roughly. God tells him this, that it might be no fur- 
pnze or ftumbiing-block to him, if he found that his preaching 
uould not make that imprefiion upon them which he had reafon to 
think it would. 



and their wills to bow to it, then they know and hear the witnefs 
in themfelves, that it is not the word of men, but of God. 2. If 
they forbear, if they turn a deaf ear to the word, as it is to bei 
feared they will, for they are a rebellious houfe, yet they fhall be 
made to know, that he whom they flighted was indeed a prophet^ 
by the reproaches of their own consciences, and the juft judgments of 
God upon them for refufing him ; they fhall know it to their coft^ 
know it to their confufion, know it by lad experience, what a per- 
nicious dangerous thing it is to defpife God's nieflengers. They 
fhall know by the accomplifhment of the threatnings, that the pro- 
phet who denounced them was fent of God ; thus the word will 
take hold of men, Zech. i. 6. Note, (l.) Thofe to whom the 
word of God is fent are upon their trial, whether they zvill hear? 
or whether they zvill forbear, and accordingly will their doom be. 
(2.) Whether we be edified by the word or no, it is certain God 
will be glorified* and his word magnified and made honourable. 
Whether it be a favour of life unto life, or of death unto death, ei- 
ther way it will appear to be of divine original. 

6. 5 And thou, fon of man, be not afraid bf themi 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns 
he with thee, and thou doft dwell among fcorpions : be 
not afraid of their words, nor be difmayed at their 
looks, though they be a rebellious houfe. 7. And thou 
fhalt fpeak my words unto them, whether they will 
hear* or whether they will forbear, for they are moft 
rebellious, 
unto thee ; 



8. But thou> fon of man, hear what I fay 
Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious 
houfe : open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee. g 0 
5 And when I looked* behold, an hand was fent unto 
me, and lo, a roll of a book tvas therein; 10. And he 
fpread it before me, and it was written within and with- 
out, and there was written therein, lamentations* and 
mourning, and wo; 

The prophet having received his commifiibn, here receives a 
charge with it. It is a poft of honour to which he is advanced,; 
but withal it is a poft of fervice, and work, and it is here required 
of him, 

t. That he be bold : He muft a£t in the difcharge of this truft 
with an undaunted courage and reiblution; and not be either driven 
off from his work, or made to drive on heavily by the difficulties 
and eppofitions that he would be likely to meet with in it : Son of 
man, be not afraid of them, ver. 6. Note, Thofe that wi ll do any 
thing to purpofe in the fervice of God, muft not be afraid^ of the 
face of man ; for the fear of men will bring a fnare, which will 
be very entangling to us in the work of God. (i;) God tells the 
prophet what was the character of thofe to whom he fent him, as 
before, ver. 3, 4. They ate briers and thorns, fcratching, and 
tearing, and vexing a man which way foever he turns. They are 
continually teazing God's prophets, aud entangling them in their 
talk, Matt. xxii. 15. they are pricking briers and grieving thorns* 
The beft of them is as a brier* and the tnojl upright Jh arper than a 
thorn-hedge, Mic. vii. 4. Thorns and briers aie the fruit of fin* 
and the curfe, and of equal date with the enmity between the feed 

%1 X of 




* - -* 



* - 




II, 




E Z E K I E L. 



; of the woman and the feed of the ferpent. Note, Wicked men, 
-efpecially the perfecutors of God's prophets and people, are as 
briers and thorns, which are hurtful to the ground, choke the good 
feed, hinder God's husbandry, are vexatious to his husbandmen, 
but they are nigh unto curfng, and their end is to he burned ; yet 
God makes ufe of them fometimes for the correction and inftru£ti- 
on of his people, as Gideon taught the men of Succoth with thorns and 
briers, Judg. viii. 16. yet this is not the worft: of their character, 
they are fcorpio?is, veftomous and malignant ; the fting of a fcorpi-* 
on is a thoufand times more hurtful than the fcratch of a brier ; 
perfecutors are a generation of vipers, are of the ferpent's feed, and 
the poifon of afps is under their tongue 5 and they are more fubtle than 
any beaji of the field. And which makes the prophet's cafe the 
more grievous, he dwells among thefe fcorpions, they are continu- 
ally about him, fo that he cannot be fafe or quiet in his own houfe 5 
thefe ill men are his ill neighbours, who thereby have many oppor- 
tunities, and will let flip none to do him a mifchief. God takes 
notice of this to the prophet, as Chrift to the angel of one of the 
churches. Rev. iu 13. I know thy works, and where thou dwell ejl, 
even where Satan's feat is. Ezekiel had been in vifion converfing 
with angels, but when he comes down from this mount he finds 
he dwells with fcorpions. (2.) He tells him what would be their 
carriage^ towards him, that they would do what they could to 
frightenhim with their looks, and their words ; they would heflor 
him and threaten him, would look fcornfully and fpitefully at him, 
and do their utmofl to face him down, and put him out of coun- 
tenance, that they might drive him off from being a prophet, or at 
leaft from telling them of their faults, and threatning them with 
the judgments of God ; or, if they could not prevail in this, that 
they might vex and perplex him, and difturb the repofe of his 
mind. They were now themfelves in fubje&ibn, divefted of ail 
power, fo that they had no other way of perfecuting the prophet 
but with their looks and their words, and fo they did perfecute him. 

ehold, thou hajl fpoken and done evel things as thou couldjl, Jer. iii.5. 
If they had had more power they would have done more mifchief. 
They were now in captivity fmarting for their rebellion, and par- 
ticularly their mifufing God's prophets, and yet they are as bad as 
ever ; Though thou bray a fool in a mortar, yet will not his foolijlmefs 
depart from him ; no providences will of themfelves humble and 
reform men, unlefs the grace of God work with them. But how 
malicious foever they were, Ezekiel muft not be afraid of them, 
nor difmayed, he muft not be deterred from his work, or any part 
of it, nor be dilheartened or difpiritcd in it by all their menaces, 
but go on in it with refolution and chearfulnefs, alluring himfelf of 
fafety under the divine protection. 

2. It is required that he be faithful, ver. 7. (1.) He muft be 
faithful to Chrift who fent him : Thou Jlialt fpeak my Words unto 
them % Note, As it is the honour of prophets that they are intruft- 
ed to fpeak God's words, fo it is their duty to cleave clofe to them, 
and to fpeak nothing but what is agreeable to the words of God ; 
minifters muft always fpeak according to that rule. (2.) He muft 
be faithful to the fouls of thofe to whom he was fent ; whether they 
will hear, or whether they tuill forbear, he muft deliver his meflage 
to them as he received it. He muft bring them to comply with 
the word, and not ftudy to accomodate the word to their humours. 
It is true, they are ?nofi rebellious, they are rebellion it felf, but 
however fpeak my words to them, whether they are pleafing or un- 
pleafing. Note, The untradiablenefs and unprofitablenefs of people 
under the word, is no good reafon why minifters fhould leave off 
preaching to them ; nor muft we decline an opportunity by which 
good may be done, though we have a great deal of reafon to think 

J1.0 good will be done. 

3. It is required that he be obfervant of his inftrudtions. 7 

(1.)* Here is a general intimation what the inftruclions were that 
were given him, in the contents of the book which was fpread 
tefore him, ver. 10. I. His inftructions were large, for the roll 
was written within and zuithout, on the infide and the backfide of 
the roll ; it was as a fheet of paper written on all the four fides. 
One f'de contained their fins, the other fide contained the judg- 
ments of God coming upon them for thofe fins. Note, God 
hath a great deal to fay to his people when they are degenerated 
and become rebellious. 2. His inftrudlions were melancholy, he 
was fent on a fad errand 5 the matter contained in the book was 
lamentations, and mourning, and wo. The idea of his 
taken from the impreffion it would make upon the minds of thofe 
that carefully attended to it, it would fet them a weeping, and 
crying out, wo and alas. Both the difcoveries of fin and the de- 
nunciations of wrath would be matter of lamentations. What 
could be more lamentable, more mournful, more woful, than to 
fee a holy, happy people funk into fuch a ftate of fin and mifery, 
as it appears by the prophecy of this book the Jews were at this 
time. Ezekiel echoes to Jeremiah's Lamentations. Note, Though 
God is rich in mercy, yet impenitent finners will find there are 
even among his words, lamentations and wo. 

(2.) Here is an exprefs charge given the prophet to obferve his 
inftructions, both in receiving his mefiage and delivering it. He is 
now to receive it, and is here commanded, 

I , To attend diligently to it, Son of man, hear what I fay unto 
thee, ver. 8. Note, Thofe that fpeak from God to others, muft 
be fit re to hear from God themfelves, and be obedient to his voice. 



Chap. \n 



Be not thou rebellious, 



i. e 



. do not re'fufe to go on this emm; 



°rto 



deliver it 5 do not fly off, as Jonah did, for fear of difohl 
countrymen. They are a rebellious houfe, amon* whoirX 2 th ? 
veftj but be not thou like them, do not comply vvith thT • li; 
thing that is evil. If minifters, that are reprovers bv nffi* 111 an ? 



their 



5 con; 



meflage is 



nive at fin, and indulge finners, either fhew them not 
kednete, or fhew them not the fatal con/equences of it f^r 
difpleafing them j and getting their ill-will, they hereby make a* 
felves partakers of their guilt, and are rebellious like th 
people will not do their duty in reforming, yet let xnu^' If 
theirs in reproving, and they will have the comfort of it i n k * 
fle&ion, whatever the fuccefs be, as that prophet had If 
The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was ?iot rebellious v 
the beft men, when their lot is caft in bad times and places h 
need to be cautioned againft the worft crimes. ' ve 

2. To digeft it in his own mind by an experience of the f , 
and power of it. Do not only hear zvhat I fay unto thee but?^ 
thy ?nouth, and eat that I give thee : Prepare to eat it, and — 
willingly, and with an appetite. All God's children are content f 
be at their heavenly Father's finding, and to eat whatever he* 
them. That which God's hand reached out to Ezekiel was Til 
of a book, or, the volume of a book ; a book, or fcroll of paper 
parchment full written, and rolled up. Divine revelation conf 
to us from the hand of Chrift, he gave it the prophets, R ev \ , 
when we look at the roll of the book, we muft have an eye 'to* t i 
hand by which it is fent to us. He that brought it to the prophet 
fpread it before hi?n, that he might not fwallow it with an implicit 
faith, but might fully underftand the contents of it, and then p. 
ceive it, and make it his own. Be not rebellious, faith Chrift but 
eat what I give thee. If we receive not what Chrift in his ordi- 
nances and providences allots for us, if we fubmit not to his wor d 
and rod, and reconcile not our felves to both, we fhall be account- 
ed rebellious. 



CHAP. IIL 

In this chapter we have the further preparation of the prophet for the 
%vork to which God called him. 1. His eating of the roll t hat m 
prcfented to him in the clofe of the foregoing chapter^ ver. i 3 — 0 * 
2. Farther inflruclions and encouragements given him to the Janis 
purpofe with thofe in the foregoing chapter, ver. 4, — n. 3, % 
k mighty impulfe he was under, with which he zuas carried to thfc 
that were to be his hearers, ver. 12, — 15. 4. j farther expli- 
cation of his office and bufinefs as a prophet, under the fimUitude of 
a watchman, ver. 16, — 2r. 5. The rejlra'ming and re/lor'mgcf 
the prophefs liberty of fpeech, as God pleafed, ver. 22, 27. 

Oreover he faid unto me, Son of man, eat that 
thou findeft j eat this roll, and go fpeak unto 
the houfe of Ifrael. 2. So I opened my mouth, and 
he caufed me to eat that roll. 3. And he faid unto me, 
Son of man, caufe thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels 
with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat //, and 
it was in my mouth as honey for fweetnefs. 4. 5 And 
he faid unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the 
houfe of Ifrael, and fpeak with my words unto them. 

5. For thou art not fent to a people of a ftrange fpeech, 
and of an hard language, but to the houfe of Ifrael: 

6. Not to many people of a ftrange fpeech, and of an 
hard language, whofe words thou canft not underftand: 
furely, had I fent thee to them, they would have hcark- 




ned unto thee. 



7 



ut the houfe of Ifrael will not 



hearken unto thee ; for they will not hearken unto me: 
for all the houfe of Ifrael are impudent and hard-hearted, 

8. Behold, I have made thy face ftrong againft their 
faces, and thy forehead ftrong againft their foreheads. 

9. As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy 
forehead: fear them' not, neither be difmayed at their 
looks, though they he a rebellious houfe. 10. Moreo- 
ver, he faid unto me, Son of man, all my words that! 
fhall fpeak unto thee, receive in thine heart, and hear 
with thine ears. 11. And go, get thee to them of the- 
captivity, unto the children of thy people, and fpeak 
unto them, and tell them. Thus faith the LORD God, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear. 
12. Then the fpirit took me up, and I heard behind me 
a voice of a great rufhing, faying, Bleffed be the glory 
of the LORD from his place. 13. I heard alfo the 
noife of the wings of the living creatures that touched 
one another, and the noife of the wheels over againft 

14. So the fpi- 

rit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bit- 
ternefs, in the heat of my fpirit, but the hand of th 
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them, and a noife of a great rufhing. 



LORD was ftrong upon me. 
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Chap. Ill* 




of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the ri- 
^ eta f Chebar, and I fat where they fat, and remained 
aftoniflied among them feven days. 

Thefe verfes are fitly joined by fome tranflators to the foregoing 
as bein°" of a piece with it, and a continuation of the fame 
chapter? prophets received the word from God, that they 

VI ! 10 / 1 * Oliver them to the people of God j furnifhed themfelves, 



/ ) How he muft receive divine revelation himfelf, ver. r. 
n ft (whom he faw upon the throne, chap. i. 26.) faid to him, 
c V man eat this roll ; admit this revelation into thine under- 
f dins take it, take the meaning of it, underftand it aright, ad- 
t it Tnto thy heart, apply it, and be affeclred with it j imprint it 
•^thv mind, ruminate and chew the cud upon it ; take it as it is 
! n . J an j make no difficulty of it ; nay, take a pleafure in it, as 
J ? 1 j 0 fl- i n thy meat, and let thy foul be nourifned and ftrength- 
* A bv it * l et it be meat and drink to thee, and as thy neceffary 
f <\ • be full of it, as thou art of the meat thou haft eaten. Thus 
nifters mould, in their ftudies and meditations, take in that word 
f God which they are to preach to others. Thy words were found, 
°ndl did eat them, Jer. xv. 16. They muft be both well ac- 
6 ainted and much affe&ed with the things of God, that they may 
{ eakof them both clearly and warmly, with a great deal of divine 



In the 



Ifoht and heat. Now obferve, 

1 How this command is inculcated upon the prophet, 
chapter before, Eat what I give thee - y and here, ver. 1 . Eat that 
thou findefi, i. e. that which is prefented to thee by the hand of 
Chrift. Note, Whatever we find to be the word of God, what- 
ever is brought to us by him who is the Word of God, we muft 
receive it without difputing. What we find fet before us in the 
fcripture that we muft eat. And again, ver. 3. Caufe thy belly to 
eat and fill thy bozuels with this roll ; do not eat it and bring it 
up again, as that which is naufeous, but eat it and retain it, as 
that which is nourishing, and grateful to the ftomach. Feaft upon 
this vifion till thou be full of ?natter, as Elihu was, Job xxxii. 18. 
Let the word have a place in thee, the innermoft place 3 we muft 
take pains with our own hearts, that we may caufe them duly to 
receive and entertain the word of God, that every faculty may do 
its office, in order to the due digefting of the word of God ; that it 
may be turned in fuccum & fanguine?n, into blood and fpirits. We 
muft empty our felves of worldly things, that we may fill our bowels 

with this roll 

2. How this command is explained, ver. ro. All my words that 
Jfiall /peak unto thee, to be fpoken unto the people, thou muft re- 
am in thine heart, as well as hear with thine ears, receive them 
in the love of them. Let thefe fayings fink down into your ears, Luk, 
ix. 44. Chrift demands the prophet's attention, not only to what 
he now faith, but to all that he mall at any time hereafter fpeak \ 
receive it all in thine heart, meditate on thefe things, and give thy 
Jelf wholly to them, 1 Tim. iv. 15/ 

3. How this command was obeyed in vifion : He opened his 
mouthy and Chrift caitfcd him to eat the roll, ver. 2. If we be tru- 
ly willing to receive the word into our hearts, Chrift will, by his 
Spirit, bring it into them, and caufe it to dwell in us richly. If he 
that opens the roll, and by his Spirit, as a fpirit of revelation, fpreads 
it before us, did not alfo open our underjland'mgs, and by his Spirit, 
as a fpirit of zuifdom, give us the knowledge of it, and caufe us to 
eat it, we fhould be for ever ftrangers to it. The prophet had rea- 
ibn to fear that the roll would be an unpleafant morfel, and a forry 
tlilh to make a meal of, but it proved it zvas in his mouth as honey 
for five etnefs. Note, If we readily obey even the moft difficult 
commands, we fhall find that comfort in the reflection which will 
make us abundant amends for all the hardships we met with in the 
way of our duty. Though the roll was filled with lamentations, 
and mourning, and zoo, yet it was to the prophet as honey for fivcet- 
nefs, Note, Gracious fouls can receive thofe truths of God with 
great delight, which fpeak moft terror to wicked people. We find 
kt. John let into fome part of the revelation by fuch a fign as this, 
Rev. x. g, 10. He took the book out of the angeVs hand, and eat it 
% and it was, as this here, in his mouth fweet as honey \ but it 
was bitter in the belly ; and we fhall find that this here was fo too, 
for, ver. 14. the prophet tvent in bitternefs. . 

(2.) How he muft deliver that divine revelation to others, which 
he himfelf had received, ver. 1. Eat this roll, and then go, fpeak 
to the houfe of Ifrael. I. He muft not undertake to preach the 
things of God to others, till he did himfelf fully underftand them ; 
Jet him not go without his errand, or take it by the halves. 
2. When he doth himfelf fully underftand them, he muft be both 
"tfy and bold to preach them for the good of others. We muft 
Kot conceal the words of the holy One, Job vi. 10. for that is bury- 
J ng a talent which was given us to trade with. He muft go, and 
Jpwi to the houfe of Ifrael, for it is their privilege to have God's 
katutes and judgments made known to them 5 as the giving of the 
f°> the lively oracles, fo prophecy, the living oracle, pertains to 
tmm. He is not fent to the Chaldeans to reprove them for their 
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; R s, but to the houfe of Ifrael to reprove them for theirs 5 for the 
ffter corrects his own child i, 



if he do amifs, not the child of a 



The mftru&ions given him in fpeaking to them are much the 
fame with thofe in the foregoing chapter. 

1. He muft fpeak to them all that, and that only, which God 
fpake to him. He had faid before, chap, iu 7. Thou.JI)alt fpeak 7??^ 
words to them ; here he faith, ver. 4. Thou Jhalt fpeak zvith ?tr) 
zuords unto them ; or, in my words ; he muft not only fay that 
which for fubftance is the fame that God had faid to him, but, as 
near as maybe, in, the fame language and expreilions. BlefTed 
Paul," though a man of a very happy invention, yet fpeaks of the 
things of God in the zuords zuhich the holy Ghofil teacheih, 1 Cor; 
ii. 13 Scripture truths look beft in fcripture language, their na- 
tive drefs 5 and how can we better fpeak God*s mind than with his 
words ? 

2. He muft remember that they are the houfe of Ifrael, whom, 
he is fent to fpeak to ; God's houfe, and his own ; and therefore 
fuch as he ought to have a particular concern for, and to deal faith- 
fully and tenderly with : They were fuch as he had an intimate acr 
quaintance with, being not only their countryman, but their com- 
panion in tribulation ; they and he were fellow- fufferers, and had 
lately been fellow-travellers, in very melancholy circumftances, 
from Judea to Babylon, and had often mingled their tears, which 
could not but knit their affections to each other. It was well for 
the people that they had a prophet who knew experimentally how 
to fympathize with them, and could not but be touched with the 
feeling of their infirmities : It was well for the prophet that he had 
to do with thofe of his own nation, not zvith a people of fil range 

fpeech, and a hard language ; deep of lip, fo that thou canft not fa- 
thom their meaning, and heavy of tongue, whom it is intolerable 
and impoffible to converfe with : Every ftrange language feems to 
us to be deep and heavy. Thou art not fent to many fuch people^ 
whom thou couldft neither fpeak to, nor hear from, neither un- 
derftand, nor be underftocd among, but by an interpreter : The 
apoftles indeed were fent to many people of a Jlrange fpeech, but 
they could not have done any good among them, if they had not 
had the gift of tongues : But Ezekiel was fent only to one people, 
thofe but a few, and his own, whom having acquaintance \vhh 9 
he might hope to find acceptance with. 

3. He muft remember what God had already told him of the ill 
character of thofe to whom he was fent, that if he met with dis- 
couragement and difappointment in them, he might not be offen- 
ded. They are i?npudent and hard-hearted, ver" 7. no convicti- 
ons of fin would make them blufh, no denunciations of wrath 
would make them tremble. Two things aggravated their obftina- 
cy : 1. That they were more obftinate than their neighbours 
would have been, if the prophet had been fent to them. Had God 
fent him to any other people, though of a Jlrange fpeech, furely 
they vjoidd have hearkened to him, they would, at lead, have gi- 
ven him a patient hearing, and mewed him that refpect which he 
could not obtain of his own countrvmen. The Ninevites were 
wrought upon by Jonah's preaching, when the houfe of Ifrael, 
that was compared about with fo great a cloud of prophets, was 
unhumbled and unreformed. But what mall we fay to thefe things ? 
The means of grace are given to thofe that will not improve them, 
and withheld from thofe that would have improved them : We 
muft re/blve this into the divine fovereignty, and fay, Lord, thy 
judgments are a great deep. 2. That they were obftinate againlt 

God himfelf 5 they will not, hearken unto thee, and no marvel, for 
they zvill not hearken unto me ; they will not regard the word of the 
prophet, for they will not regard the rod of God, by which the 
Lord's voice cries in the city. If they believe not God fpeaking to 
them by a minifter, neither would they believe though he fhould 
fpeak to them by a voice from heaven : Nay, therefore they rejeel: 
what the prophet faith, becaufe it comes from God, whom the 
carnal mind is enmity to : They are prejudiced againft the law of 
God, and for that reafon turn a deaf ear to his prophets, whofe 

bufinefs it is to enforce his law. 

4. He muft refolve to put on courage, and Chrift promifeth to 
fteel him with it, ver. 8, 9. He is fent to fuch as are i?npudcnt 
and bard-hearted, that will receive no impreflions, nor be wrought 
upon either by fair means or foul, that will take a pride in affront- 
ing God's meflenger, and confronting the mefTagc : It will be a 
hai*d task to know how to deal with them : But, 1. God will en- 
able him to put a good face on it ; / have made thy face Jlrong a- 
gainfr their faces, i. e. endued thee with all the firmnefs and bold- 
ncCs that the cafe calls for. Perhaps, Ezekiel was naturally bafh- 
ful and timorous, but if God did not find him fit, yet, by his 
grace, he made him fit, to encounter the greatcft difilculties. 
Note, The more impudent wicked people are in their opposition to 



religion, 



the more- openlv and refolutely fhould God's people appear 




men for it, and give them ftrength according to the day : If there 
be occaficn, God can and will, by his grace, make the foreheads 
of faithful minifters as an ada?riant, fo that the moft threatning 
powers fhall not dam them out of countenance. Tf;e Lord God 
will help me, therefore Jjave I fit my face like a flint, If a. 3. 7. 
2. He is therefore commanded to have a good heart on it, and to? 
go on in his work with a holy fecurity, not valuing either the cen- 

ilircs or the threats of his enemies, Fear net, neither be difmayed at 

their 
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their looks ; let not the menaces of their impotent malice caft ei- 
ther a damp upon thee, or a {tumbling-block before thee. Bold 
Tinners muft have bold reprovers ; evil beajls muft be rebuked cut- 
tingly, Tgt. i. 12, 13. muft be faved with fear, Jude 23. Thofe 
that keep clofe to the fervice of God, may be fure of the favour of 
God, and then they need not be difmayed at the proud looks of 
men. Let not the angry countenance, that drives away a back- 
biting tongue, give any check to a reproving tongue. 

5. He muft continue inftant with them in his preaching, what- 
ever the fuccefs was, ver. II. He muft^ to the?n of the captivity 
who, being in affliction, it was to be hoped would receive inftru- 
£tion, muft look upon them as the children of his people ; to whom 
he was nearly allied, and for whom he therefore ought to have a 
very tender concern, as Paul for his kinfmen, Rom. ix. 3. And lie 
muft tell them not only what the Lord faid, but that the Lord faid 
it ; let him fpeak in God's name, and back what he faid with his 
authority, 'Thus faith the Lord God ; tell them fo, whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear. Not that it may be indif- 
ferent to us what fucceis our miniftry has, but, whatever it he, 
we muft go on with pur work, and leave the iffue to God. We 
muft not fay, here are fome fo good that we do not need to fpeak 
to them ; or, here are others fo bad that it is to no purpofe to 
fpeak to them ; but, however it be, deliver thy meflage faithfully, 
tell them, the Lord God faith fo and fo, let them reject ft at their 
peril. 

Full inftru&ions being thus given to the prophet, purfuant to his 
commiflion, we are here told, 

(1.) With what fatisfadtion this miffion of his was applauded by 
the holy angels, who were very well pleafed to fee one, of a nature 
inferior to their own, thus honourably employed and intrufted. 
He heard a voice of a great rufinng, ver. 12. as if the angels throng- 
ed and crowded to fee the inauguration of a prophet ; for to them 
is known by the church, that is, by reflection from the church, the 
manifold wifdom of God, Eph. iii. 10. They feemed to ftrive who 
fhould get near eft to this great fight. He heard the noifc of their 
wings that touched, or, as the word is, kiffed one another \ noting 
the mutual affections and affiftances of the angels. He heard alfb 
the noife of the wheels of providence, moving over agairfi the an- 
gels, and in confort with them : All this was to engage his atten- 
tion, and to convince him, that the God that fent him, having 
fuch a glorious train of attendants, no doubt, had power fufficient 
to bear him out in his work. But all this noife ended in the voice 
of praife, he heard them faying, Bleffed be the glory of the Lord 
from his place, i. e. 1. From heaven, his place above, whence his 
glory was now in virion defending, or whirher, perhaps, it was 
now returning. Let the innumerable company of angels above join 
with thofe employed in this viflon, in faying, Bleffed be the glory 
of the Lord. Praife ye the Lord from the heavens. Praife him all 
his angels, Pfalm cxlviir. 1, 2. 2. From the temple, his place on 
earth, whence his glory was now departing : They lament the de- 
parture of the glory, but adore the righteoufnefs of God in it : 
However it be, yet God is bleffed and glorious, and ever will be 
So. The prophet Ifaiah heard God thus praifed, when he received 
his commiffion, Ifa. vi. 4. and a comfort it is to all the faithful 
fervants of God, when they fee how much God is difhonoured in 
this lower world, to think how much he is admired and glorified 
in the upper world. The glory of the Lord hath many flights from 
our place, but many praifes from his place. 

(2.) With what reluchmcy of his own fpirit, and yet with what 
a mighty efficacy of the Spirit of God, the prophet was himfelf 
brought to the execution of his office. The grace given to him was 
not in vain ; for, 

1. The fpirit led him with a ftrong hand. God bid him go, 
but he ftirred not till the fpirit took him up. The fpirit of the living 
creatures that was in the wheels, now was in the prophet too, and 
took him up ; firft to hear more diftincUy the acclamations of the 
angels, ver. 12. but afterwards, ver. 14. lifted him up, and took 
him azuay to his work, which he was backward to, being very loth 
either to bring trouble upon himfelf, or foretel it to his people : He 
would gladly have been excufed, but muft own, as another pro- 
phet doth, Jer. xx. 7. Thou wajl flronger than I, and ha/I pre- 
vailed. Ezekicl would willingly have kept all he heard and faw 
to himfelf, that it might go no further, but the hand of the Lord 
was Jlrcng upon him, and overpowered him ; he was carried on, con- 
trary to his own inclinations, by the prophetical impulfe, fo that 
he could not but fpeak the things which he had heard and feen, as 
the apofrles, Jicls iv. 20. Note, Thofe whom God calls to the 
aniniftry, as lie furnifheth their heads for it, fo he bows their hearts 
to it. 

2. He followed with a fad heart. T!)e Spirit took me away, faith 
he, and then / went, but it was in bitternefs, in the heat of my fpi- 
rit. He had, perhaps, feen what a hard task Jeremiah had at Je- 
rufalem, when he appeared as a prophet, what pains he took, 
what oppofition he met with, how he was ahufed vby hand and 
tongue, and what ill treatment lie met with, and all to no purpofe; 
and muft I be let up for a mark like him, thinks Ezekiel ? The 
life of a captive was bad enough ; but what would the life of a pro- 
phet in captivity be ? therefore he went in this fret, and under 
this difeompofure. Note, There may, in feme cafes, be a great 
rclu'itancy of corruption, even there where there is a manifeft pre- 



dominancy of grace. I zvent, not difobedient to the heaven! 
or out-running .the work, as Jonah, but / went in bittirn t ^ m% 
at all pleafed with it. When he received the divine revelation 1 ^ 
felf, it was to him fweet as honey, ver. 3. he could, \ Vj *th i n " 
dance of pkafure, have fpent all his days in meditating {m. 3 . 
but when he is to preach it to others, who, he.forefees w'iJ Itj 
hardned and exafperated.by it, and have their condemnation ^ 
vated, then he goes in bitternefs. Note, It is a great grief t 0 f t k 
ful minifters, and makes them go on in their work with a h 
heart, when they find people .untraceable, and hating to berT* 
med. He went in the heat of his fpirit, becaufe of the difcour T 
ments he forefaw he fhould meet with, but the hand of the Lorl^- 
Jlrong upon him, not only to compel him to his w T ork, but tofi* 
him for it, and carry him through it, and animate him ao-ainft l 
difficulties he would meet with, (fo we may underftand it) j 
when he. found it fo, he was better reconciled to his bufinefs x 
applied himfelf to it : Then he came to them of the captivity, v er - 
to fome place where there were many of them together, and f' 
where they fat, either working, or reading, or talking, and coiftf 
nued a?nong them feven days, to hear what they faid," and obferyl 
what they did 5 and all that time he was waiting for the word / 
the Lord to come to him. Note, Thofe that would fpeak fuitf 
bly and profitably to people about their fouls, muft acqusint them" 
felves with them, and with their cafe ; muft do as Ezekiel did 
here, muft fit where they fit, and fpeak familiarly to them of the 
things of God, and put them felves into their condition, yea, though 
they fit by the rivers of Babylon. But obferve, he was there rJ Q 
nijhed, overwhelmed with grief for the fins and miferies of hispe 0 : 
pie, and overpowered by the pomp of the vifion he had feen - 
was there deflate, fo fome read it ; God fhewed him no vifiojfc 
men made him no vifits \ thus was he left to digeft his grief, and 
come to a better temper, before the word of the Lord fhould com* 
to him. Note, Thofe whom God defigns to exalt and enlarge h» 
firft humbles and ftraitens for a time. 



16. And it came to pafs at the end of feven days, 
that the word of the LORD came unto me, laying] 
17. Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto 
the houfe of Ifrael : therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. 18. When 
I fay unto the wicked, Thou fhalt furely die, and thou 
giveft him not warning, nor lpeakeft to warn the wic- 
ked from his wicked way to fave his life : the fame 
wicked man lhall die in his iniquity but his blood will 
I require at thine hand. 19. Yet if thou warn the wic- 
ked, and he turn not from his tvickednefs, nor from his 
wicked way, he Avail die in his iniquity but thou haft 
delivered thy foul. 20. Again, when a righteous rat 
doth turn from his righteoufnefs, and commit iniquity, 
and I lay a ftumbling-block before him* he lhall die: 
becaufe thou haft not given him warning, he mall die 
in his fin, and his righteoufnefs which he hath done 
fhall not be remembred ; but his blood will I require at 
thine hand. 21. Neverthelefs, if thou warn the right- 
eous man> that the righteous fin not, and he doth not 
fin \ he fhall furely live, becaufe he is warned: alfo 
thou haft delivered thy foul. 

Thefe further inftructions God gave to the prophet at the end $ 
feven days, i. e. on the feven th day after the virion he had ; and 
it is very probable, that both that and this were on the fabbath day* 
which the houfe of Ifrael, even in their captivity, obferved as well 
as they could in thofe circumflances ; we do not find that their 
conquerors and opprefiors tied them to any conftant fervice, as 
their Egyptian task-mafteis had formerly done, but that they might 
obferve the fabbath reft, for a fign to diftinguifh between them.and 
their neighbours ; but for the fabbath work, they had not the con- 
venience of temple or iynagogue, only it mould feem they had a 
place by the river-fide, tvhere prayer was wont to be made, as, Ms 
xvi. 13. there they met 011 the fabbath day, there their enemies 
upbraided them with the Jongs ofZion, Pfalm exxxvii. I, 3. there 
Ezekiel met them, and the word of the Lord then and there 
came to him. He that had been muftng and meditating on tte 
things of God all the week, was fit to fpeak to the people in God's 
name on the iabbath day, and difpofed to hear God fpeak to hini. 
This fabbath day Ezekiel was not fo honoured with virions of the 
lory of God, as he had been the fabbath before ; but is plainly* 
and by a very vulgar fimilitude, told his duty, which he is to com- 
municate to the people. Note, Raptures and tranfports of joy are 
not the daily bread of God's children, however they may, "P° n 
fpecial occasions, be leaded with them. We muft not deny, 
that we have truly communion with God, (1 "John i. 3.) t ' l j ou ? 1 
we have it not always ib fen fi bly as at feme times. And though t/ie 
myfteries of the kingdom of heaven may fome times be looked into, 
yet ordinarily it is plain preaching that is molt for edification. 
God here tells the prophet what his ofHce was, and what 

duty of that office ; and this (we rnav fuppofc) he was to tell t c 
* ' K ' * l ' people 
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1 that they might attend to what he faid, and improve it ao 
p e0 ? . ' i Note, It is good for people to know and confider what 
i in fe their minifters have of them, and what an account they 
* ft fhortly give of that charge. Obferve, 

/ ) What the office is to which the prophet is called, Son of man, 
tire made thee a watchman to the houfe of Ifrael, ver. 17. The 
T he few aftonifhed him, he knew not what to make of that, 
H therefore u ^ ec j tn f s plain comparifon, which ferved better 

Mead him into the under ftand ing of his work, and fo to reconcile 



He fat among the captives^ and faid little, but God 
and tells him that will not do, he is a zvatchman, 



to 

him to it . 

rorries to him. 

A hath fomething to fay to them ; lie is appointed to be as a 
an tc ] man in the city, to guard againft fire, robbers, and difturbers 
Ttbe peace ' ^ a watc ^ )man over the flock, to guard againft thieves 
° J beafts of prey ; but efpecially as a watch man in the camp, in 
T invaded country, or a befieged town, that is to watch the mo- 

■ ns of the enemy, and to found an alarm upon the approach, nay, 
il on the firft appearance of danger. This fuppofeth the houfe of 
J 1 10 be in a military ftate, and expofed to enemies, who are fub- 
tleand re ftlefs in their attempts upon it; yea, and each of the par- 
ticular members of that houfe to be in danger, and concerned to 
ftand upon their guard. Note, Minifters are watchmen on the 

lurch's walls* Ifa. Ixii. 6. watchmen that go about the city, Cant, 
jii 7.. It is a toilfome office ; watchmen muft keep awake be they 
never fo fleepy, and keep abroad be it never fo cold ; they muft 
ftand all weathers upon the watch-tower, Ifa. xxi. 8. Gen. xxxi. 
, 0 It is a dangerous office ; fometimes they cannot keep their 
noft hut in peril of death from the enemy, who gain their point if 
they kill the centinel ; and yet they dare not quit their poft, upon 
pain of death from their general ; fuch a dilemma are the church's 
watchmen in ! men will curfe them if they be faithful, and God 
W HI curfe them if they be falfe. But it is a needful office 5 the 
loufe of Ifrael cannot be fafe without watchmen, and yet, except 
the Lord hep it, the watchman vjakcth but in vain, Pfalm exxvii. 



The work of a watchman 
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(2.) What is the duty of this office, 
is to take notice, and to give notice. 

1. The prophet, as a watchman, muft take notice of what God 
faid concerning this people, not only concerning the body of the 
people, which the prophecies of Jeremiah, and other prophets, had 
moft commonly reference to, but concerning particular perfons, ac- 
cording as their character was ; he muft not, as other watchmen, 
look round to fpy danger, and gain intelligence, but he muft look 
up to God, and further he need not look; hear the word at my 
wnth, ver. 17. Note, Thofe that are to preach, muft firft hear 3 
for how can they teach others, who have not firft learned them- 
fclvcs. 

2. He muft give notice of what he heard ; as a watclmian muft 
have eyes in his head, fo he muft have a tongue in his head ; if he 
be dumb, it is as bad as if he were blind, Ifa. lvi. 10. Thou fhalt 
pvethem warning from me, found an alarm in the holy inountain ; 
not in his own name, or as from himfelf, but in God's name, and 
from him. Minifters are God's mouth to the children of men. 
The fcriptures are written for our admonition, by them is thy fervant 
warned, Pfalm xix. 11. But becaufe that which is delivered viva 
voce commonly makes the deepeft impreffion, God is pleafed, by 
men like our felves, who are equally concerned, to enforce upon 
us the warnings of the written word. 

Now the prophet, in his preaching, muft diftinguifh between 
the wicked and the righteous, the precious and the vile, and in his 
applications muft fuit his alarms to each;, giving every one his por- 
tion, which, if he did, he fhould have the comfort of it, what- 
ever the fuccefs was, but, if not, he was accountable. • 

(1.) Some of thofe he had to do with were wicked, and he muft 
warn them not to go on in their wickednefs, but to turn from it, 
ver, 18, 19. We may obferve here, 

1. That the God of heaven hath faid, and doth fay to every zvic- 
M man, that if he go on ftill in his trefpafTes he Jhall furely die ; 
his iniquity fhall undoubtedly be his ruin, it tends to ruin, and 
end in ruin : Dying thou Jhalt die, thou. fhalt die fo great a death, 
fnalt die eternally; be ever dying, but never dead. The wicked 
manflmll die in his iniquity, f)all die under the guilt of it, die under 
the dominion of it. 

2. That if a zuicked man turn from his wickednefs, and from his 
wicked zvay, he Jhall live, and the ruin he is threatned with (hall 
02 prevented ; and that he may do fo b he is warned of the danger 
he is in. The wicked man fjall die if lie go on, but fhall live if he 
repent. Obferve, lie is to turn fro?n his wickednefs, and fro7n his 
wicked way. It is not enough for a man to turn from his zuicked 
way, by an outward reformation, which may be the effect of his 
m living of him, rather than of his leaving his fins, but he muft 
turn from his zuickednefs, from the love of it, and the inclination 
to it, by an inv/ard regeneration ; if he do not fo much as turn 
jrom his zuicked zvay, there is little hopes that he will turn from his 

Wickednefs. 

3* A hat it is the duty of minifters both to warn firlners of the 



will 




I he niiniftry of the word is concerning: 

N. 66. 



utters of life and death, 



for thofe are the things it fcts before us? 9 the hi effing and ihe ciirfe^ 
that v/e may efcape the curfe, and inherit the bleiling. 

4. That though minifters do not warn wicked people as they 
ought, of their mifery and danger, yet that fhall not be admitted 
as an excufe for thofe that go on ftill in their trefpafies ; for though 
the watchman did not give them ivarning, yet the)' Jhall die in the r 
iniquity ; for they had fufficient warning given them by the provi- 
dence of God, and their own confeierices, which, if they would 
have taken, they might have faved their lives. 

5. That if minifters be not faithful to their truft, if they do not 
warn finners of the fatal confequences of fin, but fuffer them to go 
on unreproved, the blood of thofe that perifh through their carelef-. 
nefs, will be required at their hand, i. e. it fhall be charged upon 
them in the day of account, that it was owing to their unfaithful- 
nefs that fuch and fuch precious fouls perifned in fin ; for who 
knows but if they had had fair warning given them, they might 
have fled in time from the wrath to come ? And if it contract fo 
heinous a guilt as it doth to be accefTary to the murther of a dying 
body, what is it to be accelTary to the ruin of an immortal foul r 

6. That if minifters do their duty in giving warning to finners, 
though the warning be not taken, yet they may have this fatisfa- 
£tion, that they are clear fro?n their blood, and have delivered their 
ozun fouls, though they cannot prevail to deliver theirs. Thofe 
that are faithful fhall have their reward, though they be not fuc- 
cefsful. 

(2.) Some of thofe he had to deal with were righteous, at leaft 
he had reafon to think in a judgment of charity that they were fo, 
and he muft warn them not to apoftatize and turn azuay from their 
righteoufnefs, ver. 20, 21. We may obferve here, 

1. That the beft men in the world have need to be warned a- 
gainft apoftafy, and to be told of the danger they are in of it, and 
the danger they are in by it : God's fervants muft be warned^ 
(Pfalm xix. 1 1.) that they do not neglect his work, and quit his 
fervice. One good means to keep us from falling is, to keep up a 
holy fear of falling, Hcb. iv. r. Let 71s therefore fear ; and, Rom. 
xi. 20. even thofe that Jla?id by faith muft not be high-minded, 
but fear, and muft therefore be warned. 

2. There is a righteoufnefs which a man may turn from, a feem- 
ing right coufnefs 5 from which if men turn, thereby it appears 
that it was never fincere, how paffable, nay, how plaufible foever 
it was ; for, if they had been of us, they zuould, no doubt, have con- 
tinued with us, 1 John ii. 19. There are many that begin in the 
Jpirit, but end in the fejl) ; that fet their faces heavenwards, but 
look back ; that had a firft love, but have loft it, and turned from 

the holy commandment. 

3. When men turn from their righteoufnefs, they foon learn to 
commit iniquity. When they grow carelefs and remifs in the du- 
ties of God's worfnip, neglecl: them, or are negligent in them, 
they become an eafy prey to the tempter : Omifiions make \Vay for 
commifiions. 

4; TVhen men turn from their righteoufnefs, and com?nit iniquity, 
it is juft with God to lay Jlumblmg- blocks before them, that they 
may grow worfe and worfe, till they are ripened for deftruciion; 
When Pharaoh hardened his heart, God hardened it. When fin- 
ners turn their back upon God, defert his fervice, and lb caft a 
reproach upon it, he doth, in a way of righteous judgment, not 
only withdraw his reftraining grace, and give them up to their own 
hearts lufts, but order them, by his providence, into fuch circum- 
ftances, as occafion their fin, and haften their ruin. 1 here are 
thofe to whom Chrift himfelf is a Jlone of flianbling, and a rock of 

offence; 1 Pet. ii. 8. 

5. The righteoufnefs which men reiinquifh fhall never be remem- 
bered to their honour or comfort ; it will ftand them in no ftead 
in this world or the other : Apoftates lofe all that they have 
wrought, their fervices and fufferings are all in vain, and fhall ne- 
ver be brought to account, becaufe not continued in. It is a rule 
in the law, Fabian non dicitur, quod non p er fever at-, Gal. hi. 3, 4^ 

6. If minifters do not give fair warning, as they ought; of the 
weaknefs of the beft s their aptnefs to ftumble and fall, the particu- 
lar temptations they are in, and the fatal confequences of apoftafy* 
the ruin of thofe that do apoftatize will be laid at their door, and 
they fhall anfwer for it. Not but that there are thofe who are 
warned againft it, and yet turn from their righteoufnefs ; but that 
cafe is not put here, as was concerning the wicked man ; but, on 
the contrary, that a righteous man being warned, takes the warn- 
ing and doth not fin, ver. 21. for if you give i?:Jlruclion to a wife 

_ eye t zuifer. We muft* not only not flatter the wic- 
ked',' but not flatter even the righteous, as if they were perfeftly 
fafe any where on this fide heaven. 

7. If minifters give warning, and people take it, it is well for 
both 5 nothing more beautiful than a zvij'e reprover upon an obedient 
car ; the one .fhall live, becaufe he is zuarned, and the other has 
delivered his foul What can a good minifter defire more, than to 
five himfelf, and thofe that hear him ? I Tim. iv. 1 6. 

22. 5 And the hand of the LORD was there upon 
me, and he laid unto me, Arife, go forth into the plain, 
and I will there talk with thee. 23. Then I arofe, and 
went forth into the plain, and behold, the S 101 "^^ 1 ^ 
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Chap, iv 



LORD flood there, . as the glory which I faw by the 
riverof Chebar ; and I fell on my face. 24. Then the 
fpirit entred into me, and fet me upon my feet, and 



ipake with me, 
within thine houfe. 



and faid unto me, Go, lhut thy felf 



25. But thou, O fon of man, be- 



hold, they fhall put bands upon thee, and' fhall bind 
thee with them, .and thou fhalt not go out among them. 
26. And 1 will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of 
thy mouth, that thou lhalt be dumb, and fhalt not be to 
them a reprover, for they are a rebellious houfe. 27. 
But when I fpeak with thee, I will open thy mouth, iand 
thou lhalt fay unto them, Thus faith the LORD God, 
He that heareth, let him hear ; and he that forbeareth, 
Jet him forbear : for they are a rebellious houfe. 

After all this large and magnificent difcovery which God had 
made of him/elf to the prophet, and the full inftruclrions he had gi- 
ven him how to deal with thofe to whom he fent him with an am- 
ple commiffion, we would have expected prefently to fee him preach- 
ing the word of God to a great congregation of Ifrael ; but here we 
find it quite otherwife : His work here at flrfr. feems not at all pro- 
portionable to the pomp of his call. 

(1.) We have him here retired for further learning. By his un- 
willingnefs to go, it fhould feem as if he were not fo throughly con- 
vinced as he might have been of the ability of him that tent him to 
bear him out ; and therefore, to hearten him againf! the difficulties 
he forefaw, God will favour him with another viiion of his glory, 
which (if any thing) would put life into him, and animate him for 
his work. In order to this, God calls him out to the plain, (ver. 
22.) and there he will have fome talk with him. See and admire 
the condefcenfion of God in converfing thus familiarly with a man, 
a fon of man^ a poor captive, nay, with a finful man, that, when 
God lent him, went in bitternefs of fpirit, and was at this time out 
of humour with his work ! and let us own our felves for ever in- 
debted to the mediation of Chrifr. for this blefled intercourfe and 
communion between God and man, between heaven and earth. See 
here the benefit of folitude, and how much it befriends contempla- 
tion ! It is very comfortable to be alone with God, withdrawn from 
the world for con ver fe with him ; to hear from him, to fpeak to 
him ; and a good man will fay, he is never lefs alone, than when 
thus alone. 

Ezekiel went forth into the plain more willingly than he went a- 
mong them of the captivity ', ver. 15. for they that know what it is 
to have communion with Gcd, cannot but prefer that before any 
converfe with this world, especially fuch as is commonly met with. 
He went out into the plain, and there he faw the fame vifion that he 
had feen by the river of Chehar ; for God is not tied to places. 
Note, Thofe who follow God, fhall meet with his confolations 
wherever they go. God called him out to talk with him, but did 
more than that, hefhewed him his glory, ver. 23. We are not now 
to expect fuch virions, but we muft own we have a favour done us 
no way inferior, if we fo by faith behold the glory of the Lord, as to 
be changed into the fatne image, by the Spirit of the Lord ; and this 
honour have all his faints ; Praife ye the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

(2.) Wc have him here reftrained from further teaching for the 
prefent. "When he faw the glory of the Lord, he fell on his face, be- 
ing ftruck with an awe of God's majefty, and a dread of his difplea- 
fure; but the fpirit entered into him, to raife him up, and then he 
recovered himfelf, and got upon his feet, and heard what the fpirit 
whifpered to him, which is very furprizing : One would have ex- 
pected now that God fhould fend him directly to the chief place of 
concourfe, fhould give him favour in the eyes of his brethren, and 
make him and his meflage acceptable to them ; that he fhould have 
a wider door of opportunity opened to him, and that God fhould give 
him a door of utteranee to open his mouth boldly 5 but what is here 
Jaid to him is the reverie of all this, 

Xm Inflead of fending him to a publick afTembly, he orders him 
to confine himfelf to his own lodgings : Go, Jhut thy felf within thy 
houfe, ver, 24. He was not willing to appear in publick, and when 
he did, the people did not regard him, nor fhew him the refpect he 
deferved, and, as a juft rebuke both to him and them, to him for 
his fhynefs of them, and to them for their coldnefs towards him, 
God forbids him to appear in publick. Note, Our choice is often 
made our punifhment ; and it is a righteous thing with God to re- 
move teachers into corners, when they, or their people, or both, 
grow indifferent to folemn afTemblies. Ezekiel muft fhut up him- 
felf, fome think, to give a fign of the befieging of Jerufalem, in 
which the people fhould be clofely fhut up, as he was in his houfe, 
and which he fpeaks of in the next chapter. He muft Jlmt himfelf 
ivithin his houfe, that he might receive further difcoveries of the 
mind of God, and might abundantly furnifh himfelf with fbme- 
thing to fay to the people when he went abroad. We find that the 
elders of judah vifited him, and fat before him, fometimes in his 
houfe, chap. viii. I. to be witnefles of his ecftafies; but it was not 
till chap. xi. 25. that he fpake to them of the captivity all the things 
that the Lord had Jhewcd him. Note, Thofe that are called to 
preach, muft find time to ftudy, and a great deal of time too ; mufl 
often fhut them felves up in their houfes, that they may give attendance 
to reading and meditation, and ib their profiting, may appear to all, 




2. Inftead of fecuring him an mtereft in theefteem and a. ^ 
of thofe to whom he fent him, he tells him, that thev/hall ^ 
Upon 'him, and bind him, ver. 25. either, 1. As a cij ' U \ landl 
^Jhall bind him in order to the further punifhing of him ^rd ^ 
of .the peace; though they were themfdves fent into bonda • ^ 
bylon for perfecting the prophets, yet there they contintP m ^ 
fecutethem; or rather, 2. As a diftracled man, tbeyvt 
bout to bind him as one be fide himfelf ; for to that they- i m - - 
violent motions in his raptures. The captains asked John P ?£/ ^ 
fore came this mad fellow unto thee P Feftus faid to Paul 
'be/ide thy felf ; and fo they faid of our Lord Jefus, Mark"* m 
Perhaps, this was the reafon why he muft keep within door 1 ' l h 
caufe otherwife they would bind bhn, under pretence of 1 ■ l . 
mad, and therefore he muft not go out among them. Tuftl J K - 
phets forbidden to go to thofe . that will abufe them are pro. 



\ , t0 Per- 

Gu ld go ^ 



3. Inftead of opening his lips, that his mouth mfrht Am f 
_ od's praife, God filenced him, made his tongue cUave to th 
of his mouth, fo that he was 'dumb for a confiderzhh time ^ 
The pious captives in Babylon ufed this imprecation upon ^ 



to the roof of their mouth, Pfalm exxxvii. 6. Ezekiel i^emh* 
Jerufalem more than any of them, and yet his tongue cleaves J? 
roof of his mouth 5 and he that can fpeak beft, is forbidden tof r 
at all 5 and the reafon given is, becaufe they are a rebellious bjfa 
whom he is fent, and they are not worthy to have him for a m 
ver: He fhall not give them inftrufiions and admonitions forth 
are loft and thrown away upon them. He is before commanded? 
fpeak boldly to them, becaufe they are tmft rebellious, chap U -° 
but fince that proves to no purpofe, he is now for that reafon er' 
joined filence, and fnall not fpeak at all to them. Note Thof 
whofe hearts are hardened againft conviction, are ju% deprived of 
the means of conviction. Why mould not the reprovers be dumb 
if, after long trials, it be found that the reproved refolve to be deaf? 
If Ephraim be joined to idols, let him alone. Thou alt bechmh 
and not be a reprover ; implying, that unlefs he were dumb he 
would be reproving; if he could fpeak at all, he would witnelsa- 
gainft the wickednefs of the wicked. 

But when God fpeaks with him, and dcfigns to fpeak by him, he 
will open his mouth, ver. 27. Note, Though God's prophets may 
be filenced a while, there will come a time when God will give 
them the opening of the mouth again. And when God fpeaks to 
his minifters, he not only opens their ears to hear what he faith, but 
opens their mouth to return an anfwer. Moles that had a veil on 
Bis face when he went down to the people, took it oft when he 
went up again to God, Exod. xxxiv. 34. 

4. Inftead of giving him affurance of fuccefs when he fhould at 
any time fpeak to the people, he here leaves the matter very doubt- 
ful, and Ezekiel muft not perplex and difquiet himfelf about it, but 
let it be as it will j he that heareth, let him hear, and he is welcome 
to the comfort of it ; let him hear, a?id his ford fhall live ; but he 
that forbeareth, let him forbear at his peril, and take what comes; 
if thou fcornefl, thou alone /halt bear it ; neither God nor his pro- 
phet fhall be any lofers by it j but the prophet mall be rewarded for 
his faithfulnefs in reproving the fmner, and God will have the glory 
of his juftice in condemning him for not taking the reproof. 

CHAP. IV. 

Ezekiel was now among the captives in Babylon, but they there hi 
Jerufalem fiill upon^ their hearts ; the pious captives looked towards 
it with an eye of faith, as Daniel, chap. vi. 10. the prefwnptmm 
ones looked towards it with an eye of pride, • and flattered them/Ant 
with a conceit that they Jhould Jfjortly return i hit her again \ they 
that remained correfponded with the captives, a?id, it is libl^ 
buoyed them up with hopes that all would be well yet, as long as Je- 
rufalem zuas ftanding in its Jlroigth ; and, perhaps, upbraided 
thofe with their folly who had furrendered at firjl ; therefore, U 
take down this prefumption, Cod gives the prophet, in this chapter, 
a very clear and ajfccling forefght of the befieging of Jerufalem if 
the Chaldean army, and the calamities which would attend thai 
fiege. Two things are here reprefented to him in vifion, 1. 2fo 
fortifications that Jhould be raf/ed againfl the city ; this is fignifid 
by the prophet's laying fege to the portraiture of Jerufalem^ ver. 
*y — 3- an d tying firjl on one fide," and then on the other fide bejori 
it, ver. 4, — 8. 2. The famine that Jhould rage within the dtr, 
this is fgnificd by his eating very coarfe fare, and confining himfilf 
to a little of it, fo long as this typical reprefentation la/led, ver. 

HOU alfo, fon of man, take thee a tile, and 
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1. 

lay it before thee, and pourtray upon it the ci- 
ty, even Jerufalem ; 2. And lay fiege againft it, and 
build a fort againft it, and caft a mount againft it: ki 
the camp alfo againft it, and fet battering ranis againft 
it round about. 3. Moreover, take thou unto thee an 
iron pan, and fet it for a wall of iron between thee and 
the city, and fet thy lace againfl it, and it fhall be be- 
fieged, and thou fhalt lay fiege againfl: it : this Jhall fc 

a fign to the houfe of Jlrael. 4. Lie thou alio upon thy 
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■ fide, and lay the iniquity of the houfe of Ifrael upon 



• ccording to the number of the days that thou fhalt 
!- : uoon it, thou ihalt bear their iniquity. 5. Fori 
1 6 e laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, accord- 
- to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety 
• fo Ihalt thou bear the iniquity of the houfe of If- 



rael. 



6. And when thou hall . accomplifhed them, lie 
in on thy right fide, and thou flialt bear the iniqui- 
^of the houfe of Judah forty days : I have appointed 
l t e each day for a year.- 7. Therefore thou fhalt fet 
Yv face toward the fiege of Jerufalem, and thine arm 
Bill & uncovered, and thou fhalt prophefy againft it. 
/'And behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou 
{fait not turn thee from one fide to another, till thou 
haft ended the days of thy fiege. 

The prophet is here ordered to reprefent to himfelf and others, by 
fans which would be proper and powerful to ftrike the fancy, and 
feet the mind, the fiege of Jerufalem, and this amounted to a 



■Q 

to a 



P j U fj e was ordered to engrave a draught of Jerufalem upon a tile, 
r " If It was Jerufalem's honour that while fhe kept her integrity 
God had graven her upon the palms of | his hands , Ifa. xlix. 15. and 
the names of the tribes were engraven in precious ftones on the breaft- 
nlate of the high-prieft ; but now the faithful city is become a har- 
lot a worthies, brittle tile, or brick, is thought good enough to 
mrtray it upon : This the prophet muft lay before him, that the 
eve may afFeft the heart. 

' 2. He was ordered to build little forts againft this pourtraiture of 
the city, refembling the batteries raifed by the befiegers, ver. 2. 
Between the city that was befieged, and himfelf that was the be- 
f, e(rer he was to fet up an iron pan, as an iron wall, ver. 3. This 
reprefented the inflexible refolution of both fides ; the Chaldeans re- 
vived, whatever it coft them, they would make themfelves mafters 
of the city, and would never quit it till they had conquered it ; on 
the other fide, the Jews refolvcd never to capitulate, but to hold 
out to the laft extremity. ^ 

3. He was ordered to lie upon his fide before it, as it were to fur- 
round it, reprefenting the Chaldean army lying before it, to block 
it up, to keep the meat from going in, and the mouths from going 
out. He was to lie on his left fide three hundred and ninety days, 
ver. 5. about thirteen months ; the fiege of Jerufalem is computed 
to laft eighteen months, Jer. lii. 4, 5, 6. but if we deduct from 
that five months interval, when the befiegers withdrew from the ap- 
proach of Pharaoh's army, Jer. xxxvii. 5, 6, 7, 8. the number of 
the days of the clofe fiege will be three hundred and ninety. Yet that 
alfo had another fignification ; the three hundred and ninety days, ac- 
cording to the prophetick dialed*, fignified three hundred and ninety 
years \ and when the prophet lies fo many days on his fide, he bears 
the guilt of that iniquity which the houfe of Ifrael, i. e. the ten 
tribes had born three hundred and ninety years, reckoning from 
their firft apoftafy under Jeroboam, to the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, 
which compleated the ruin of thofe fmall remains of them that had 
incorporated with Judah. Pie is then to lie forty days upon his right 
fide 9 and fo long to bear the iniquity of the houfe of Judah, the king- 
dom of the two tribes, becau/e the meafure-filling fins of that peo- 
ple were thofe which they were guilty of during the laft forty years 
before their captivity, fince the thirteenth year of Jofiah, when Je- 
remiah began to prophefy, Jer. i. r. Or, as fbme reckon it, fince 
the eighteenth, when the book of the law was found, and the peo- 
ple renewed their covenant with God ; when they pcrfifted in their 
impieties and idolatries, notwithftanding they had fuch a prophet, 
and fuch a prince, and were brought into the bond of fuch a cove- 
nant, what could be expected but ruin without remedy ? Judah, 
that hath fuch helps and advantages for reformation, fills the mea- 
fare of their iniquity in lefs time than Ifrael doth. Now we are not 
to think that the prophet lay conftantly night and day upon his fide, 
but every day, for lb many days together, at a certain time of the 
day, when he received vifits, and company came in, lie was found 
lying three hundred and ninety days on his left fide, and forty days cn 
his right fule, before his portraiture of Jerufalem, which all that 
tow might eafily underftand to mean the clofe befieging of that city ; 
and people would be flecking in daily, feme for curiofity, and fome 
. wr conference, at the hour appointed, to fee it, and make their dif- 
ferent remarks upon it. 

His being found conftantly on the fame fide, as if bands were laid 
ipi him (as indeed they were by the divine command) fo that he 
could not turn him from cue fide to another till he had ended the days 
c j thefuge, did plainly reprefent the clofe and conftant continuance 
of the befiegers about the city, during that number of days till they 
h *i gained their point. 

4* Ke was ordered to profeeute the fiege with vigour, ver. 7. Thou 
mtfet thy face towards the fiege of Jerufalem, as wholly intent upon 
% and refolved to carry it ; To the Chaldeans would be, and neither 
J nbed nor forced to withdraw from it. Nebuchadnezzar's refentments 
0 ^edekiah's treachery in breaking his league with him, made him 
^ r y furious in pufhing on this fiege, that he might chaftife the infolence 
c l »at faithiefs prince and people 3 and his army promifed themfelvesa 
m boot y of that pompous city, fo that both fet their faces againft it, 



for they were veryrefolute. Nor were they lefs active and induftriouS, 
exertingthemfelves totheutmoft in all theoperationsof the fiege,\vhich 
the prophet was to reprefent by the uncovering of his arm, or, asfbme 
read it, the fir etching out of his arm, as it were to deal blows about with- 
out mercy. When God is about to do tome great work, he is faid'to 
make bare his arm, Ifa. lii. 10. In fhort, The Chaldeans will go 
about their bufinefs, and go on in it, as men in earncft, that re- 
folve to go through with it. 

Now, x. This is intended to be z fign to the houfe of Ifrael^ 
ver, 3. both to them in Babylon that were eye-witnefies of what 
the prophet did, and to them alfo who remained in their own 
land, who would hear the report of it. The prophet was dumb, 
and could not fpeak, chup. iii. 26. but as his filence had a voice, 
and upbraided the people with their deafnefs, fo even God then 
left 7iot himfelf without witnefs, but ordered him to make figns, as 
dumb men ufe to do, and as Zecharias did when he was dumb, 
and by them to make known his ?nind 9 that is, the mind of God to 
the people. And thus likewife the people were upbraided with 
their ftupidity and dulnefs, that they were not capable of being 
taught, as men of fenfe are, by words, but muft. be taught, as chil- 
dren are, by pictures, or, as deaf men are, by figns. Or, perhaps, 
they are hereby upbraided with their malice againft the prophet : 
had he fpoken in words at length what was fignified by thefe figures; 
they would have entangled him in his talk, would have indited 
him for treafbnable exprefiions, for they knew how to make a man 
an offender for a word, Ifa. xxix. 21. to avoid which he is ordered 
to make ufe of figns. Or, the prophet made ufe of figns for the 
fame reafon that Chrift made ufe of parables, that hearing they ?nighi 
hear, and not underftand, and feeing they might fee, and not perceive, 
Matt. xiii. 14, 15. They would not underftand what was plain, 
and therefore fhall be taught by that which is difficult ; and herein 
the Lord was righteous. 

2. Thus the prophet prophefies again/! Jerufalem, ver. 7. and 
there were thofe who not only understood it fo, but were the more 
affected with it by its being 10 reprefented ; for images to the eye 
commonly make deeper impreffions upon the mind than words can; 
and for this reafon facraments are inftituted to reprefent divine 
things, that we might fee and believe, might fee and be affected 
with thofe things ; and we may expect this benefit by them, and 
a bleffing to go along with them, whilft ( as the prophet here) we 
make ufe only of fuch figns as God himfelf has exprefly appointed, 
which we muft conclude are the fitteft. Note, The power of ima- 
gination, if it be rightly ufed, and kept under the direction and 
correction of reafon and faith, may be of good ufe to kindle and 
excite pious and devout affections ; as it was here to Ezekiel and 
his attendants. Methinks I fee* 10 and fo* mv felf dvinsr* time 



the great tribunal fit^ 

for fan- 



/ fee, fo and fo, my felf dying, 

expiring, the world on fire, the dead rifing, 
and the like, may have a mighty good influence upon us 
cy is like fire, a good fervant, but a bad mafler, 

3. This whole tranfaction hath that in it which the prophet 
might, with a good colour of reafon, have boggled at and excepted 
againft, and yet, in obedience to God's command, and in execu- 
tion of his office, he did it according to order. (1.) It feemed 
childifh and ludicrous, and beneath his gravity, and there were 
thofe that v/ould ridicule him for it ; but he knew r the divine ap- 
pointment put honour enough upon that which other wife feemed 
mean, to fave his reputation in the doing of it. (2.) It was toi!- 
fome and tirefome to do as he did : but our eafe and credit muft be 
facrificed to our duty, and we muft never cali God's fervice in any 
inftanceof it a hard fervice. (3.) It could not but be very much 
againft the grain with him to appear thus againft Jerufalem, the 
city of God, the holy city, to act as an enemy againft a place to 
which he was fo good a friend ; but lie is a prophet, and muft fol- 
low his inftructions, not his affections, and muft plainly preach 
the ruin of a finful place, though its welfare is what he paflionately 
defires and earneftly prays for. 

All this that the prophet fets before the children of his peo- 
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is defigned to bring 



pie concerning the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, 
them to repentance, by {hewing them fin the provoking caufe of 
this deftrudtion, fin the ruin of that once flourifhing city, than 
which fure nothing could be more effectual to make them hate fin, 
and turn from it ; while he thus in lively colours defcribes the ca- 
lamity, with a great deal of pain and uneafinefs to himfelf, he is 
bearing the iniquity of Ifrael and Judah. Look here (faith he) and 
lee what work fin makes, what an evil and bitter thing it is to de- 
part from God 1 this comes of fin, your fin, and the fin of your 
fathers ; let that therefore be the daily matter of your forrow and 
fhame now in your captivity, that you may make your peace with 
God, and he may return in mercy to you. But obferve, It is a 
day of punifhment for a year of fin ; I have appointed thee each day 
for a year. The fiege is a calamity of 390 days, in which Gcd 
reckons for the iniquity of 390 years ; juftly therefore do they ac- 
knowledge that God had f unified them lefs than their iniquity de- 
fcrved, Ezra ix. 13. But let impenitent tinners know, that though 
now God is long-fu fieri ng towards them, in the other world there 
is an cvcrlafting putitflunent. When God laid bands upon the 
prophet, it was to fhew them how they were bound with the cords 
of their ozvn tranfgreffton, Lam. i. 14. and therefore they were new 
holden in the cords of affiiaion. But we may well think of the 
prophet's cafe with companion, when God laid upon him the bands 
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of duty, as he doth on all his minifters, I Cor. ix. 1 6. Necejfity is 
laid z/pon me, and wo unto me if I preach not the go/pel ; and yet 
men laid upon him bonds of refiraint, chap. iii. 25. but under both 
it is fatfsfaition enough that they are ferving the interefts of" God's [ hungry foul every 



fignined by if; that in the extremity of the famine they fhculj n 
only have nothing that ivas dainty, but nothing that was cleanly 



about them 



but muft take up with what they could get, 
erv bitter thin* is five ct. Jl 



kingdom among men. 

. m • 

9» 5 Take thou alfo unto thee, wheats and barley, 
and beans, and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put 
them in one veflel, and make thee bread thereof, accor- 
ding to the number of the days that thou fhalt lie upon 

three hundred and ninety days fhalt thou eat 
10. And thy meat which thou fhalt eat Jhall 
De by weight twenty lhekels a day : from time to time 



thy fide : 
thereof. 



fhalt thou eat it. 



11. 



Thou fhalt drink alfo water by 



Bieafure, the fixth part of an hin : from time to time 
fhalt thou drink. 12. And thou fhalt eat it as barley- 
cakes, and thou lhalt bake it with dung that cometh 
out of man, in their fight. 13. And the LORD faid, 
Even thus fhall the children of Ifrael eat their defiled 
bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them. 
14. Then faid I, Ah LORD God, behold, my foul 
hath not been polluted : for from my youth up even 
till now, have I not eaten of that which dieth of itfelf, 
or is torn in pieces, neither came there abominable flefh 
into my mouth. 15. Then he laid unto me, Lo, I 
have sfiven thee cows dung for mans dung, and thou 



lhalt prepare thy bread therewith, 
faid unto me, Son of man, behold, 



16. Moreover, he 
I will break the 



ftaff of bread in Jerulaiem, and they fliall eat bread by 
weight, and with care, and they fhall drink water by 



meafure, and with aftonifhment. 17. That they may 
•vrant bread and water, and be aftonied one with ano- 
ther, and confume away for their iniquity. 

The beft expcfition of this part of EzekiePs predi&ion of Je- 
rufalem's defolation is Jeremiah's Lamentation of it, Lam. iv. 3, 4, 
tzfe. and chap. v. 10. where he pathetically defcribes the terrible 
famine that was in Jerufalem during the fiege, and the fad effe£b 
of it. The prophet here, to affect the people v/ith the forefight 
of it, muft confine himfelf for 390 days to coarfe fare, and fhort 
commons, and that ill dreiled, for they fhould want both food and 
fuel. 

I. His meat, for the quality of it, was to be of the worft bread J creature; Hoiv much more abominable and filthy is man? jobxv. 
Biade of but little wheat and barley, and the reft of beans, and len- 



This circumilance of the fign, the baking of his bread vv v ' 
man's dung, the prophet, with fub million, humbly defircd nii*|^ 
be difpenfed with, ver. 14. it fecmed to have in it fomethino- of *" 
ceremonial pollution, for there was a law that man's dung fh ou ]|{ 
be covered with earth? that God might fee no unclean thing i n ^ *, 
camp, Deut. xxiii. 13, 14. And muft he go gather a thin* f 
ofFenfive, and ufe it in the dreffing his meat in the fight of^ 
people .? Ah, Lord God, faith hs, behold, my foul has not been -W 
luted, and I am afi"aid left by this it be polluted. Note, Thepof 
. lution of the foul by fin is what good people dread more than an 
thing j and yet. fome times tender cohfeiences fear it without cauf* 
and perplex themfelves with fcruples about lawful things, as the 
prophet here, who had not yet learned, that it is not that which 
goes into the ?nouth that defiles the man, Matt, xv; 1 1. But obferve 
He doth not plead, Lord, from my youth I have been brought up 
delicately, and never ufed to any tiling but what was clean and 
nice } and there were thole who were fo brought up that in t!v» 
fiege of IJerufalem did embrace dunghlls, Lam. iv. 5. but that lie 
had been brought up confeientioufly, and had never eaten any thin* 
that was forbidden by the law, that died of itfelf, or was torn m 
pieces : and therefore, Lord, do not put this upon me now: thus 
Peter pleaded, Acis x. 14. Lord, I have never eaten any thino that 
is common or unclean. . Note, It will be comfortable to us whenv/e 
are reduced to hardfhips if our hearts can witnefs for us that v/e 
have always been careful to abftain from fin, even from little fins 
and the appearances of evil. Whatever God commands us we may 
be fure is good ; but if we be put upon any thing that we appre- 
hend to be evil, we fhould argue again ft it from this confideration - 
that hitherto we have preferved our purity, and fhall we lufe it 
now ? Now, becaufe Ezekiel with a manifeft tendernefs. of con- 
fcience made this fcruple, God difpenfed with him in this matter. 
Note, Thofe who have power in their hands fhould not be rigorous 
in prefiing their commands upon thofe that are difiatisfled concern- 
ing them, yea, though their difiatisfailions be groundless, or an- 
fing from education and long ufage, but fhould recede from them 
rather than grieve or offend the weak, or put a {tumbling-block 
before them ; in conformity to the example of God's condefcenfion 
to Ezekiel, though we are fure his authority is unconteftable, and 
all his commands wife and e;ood. God allowed Ezekiel to ufe 



c&tifs dung, inftead of man's dung, ver. 15. This is an implicit re- 
flection upon man, as intimating, that he being polluted with fin» 
his filth inefs is more naufeous and odious than that of any other 



tiles, and millet, and fitches, flich as we feed horfes, or fatted hogs 
with, and this mixed, as mill-corn, or as that in the beggar's bag, 
that has a di/h full of one fort of corn at one houfe, and of another 
at another's houfe 5 of fuch corn as this muft the prophet's bread 
be made, while he underwent the fatigue of lying on his fide, and 
needed fome thing better to fupport him, ver. 9. Note, It is our 
wifdom not to be too fond of dainties, and pleaiant bread, becaufe 
we know not what hard meat we may be tied to, nay, and may be 
glad of before we die. The meaneft fort of food is better than we 
deferve, and therefore muft not be defpifed or wafted, nor muft 
thofe that ufe it be looked upon with difdain, becaufe we know not 
what may be our own lot. 

J 

2. For the quantity of it, it was to be of the Ieaft that a man 
could be kept alive wkh, to fignify that the befieged fhould be re- 
duced to fhort allowance ; and fhould hold out till all the bread in 
the city was fpent, J*r. xxxvii. 2.1, The prophet muft eat but 
twenty fnchels weight of bread a day, ver. 10. that was about ten 
ounces ^ and he muft drink but the fixth part of a hin of water, 
that was half a pint, about eight ounces, ver. 11. The flint of 
the Leffian diet is fourteen ounces of meat, and fixteen of drink. 
TJift prophet in Babylon had bread enough, and to /pare, and was 
hy the river fide, where there was plenty of water, and yet that 
he might confirm his own prediction, and be a fign to the children 
of Ifrael, God obligeth him to live thus fparingly, and he fubmits 
to it. Note, God's (b wants muft learn to endure hardnefs, and 
to deny themfelves the ufe of lawful delights, when they may there- 
by ferve the glory of God, evidence the fincerity of their faith, and 
exprefs their iym pat hy with their brethren in affliction. The body 
muft be kept under and brought into fubjeelion ; nature is content 
wit a little, grace with lefs, but luft with nothing : It is good to 
Hint ourfelves of choice, that we may the better bear it, if ever we 
fhould come to be {tinted by neceffity. And in times of publick 
diftrefs and calamity it ill becomes us to make much of our/elves, 
as thofe that drank wine in botvls, and were not grieved for the af- 
fliction of Jofeph, Ames vi. 4, 5, 6. 

3. For the d reding of it he muft bake it with man 's dung, ver. 
12. that muft be dried and ferve for fuel to heat his oven with ; 
the thought of it would almoft turn ones ftomaeh ; yet the coarfe 
bread thus baked he muft cat as barley cakes, i. e. as freely as if it 
were the feme bread he had been ufed to. This naufeous piece of 
cookery he muft exercife publickly in their fight, that they might 

be the more affected with the calamity approaching, which was 



16. 

Now this fign is particularly explained here ; it fignified* 
I. That thofe which remained in Jerufaletn fhould be brought 
to extream mifery for want of neceiTary food ; all fupplies being cut 
off by the befiegers, the city would foon find a want of the coun- 
try, for the king himfelf is ferved of the field ; and thus the faff of 
bread would be broken in f erufalem, ver. 16. God would not on- 
ly takeaway from the bread its power to nourifh, fo that they fad 
eat and not be fatisficd, Lev. xxvi, 26. but take away the bread it- 
felf, Ifa. iii. 1. So that what little remained fhould be eaten ly 
weight, fo much a day, fo much a head, that they might have an 
equal fhare, and might make it laft as long as poilible. But to 
what purpofe ? when they could not make it laft always ; and the 
befieged muft be tired out before the befiegers. They fhall eat 
and drink with care, to make it eo as far as mi2;ht be, and with 
ajlomflmient , when they faw it almoft fpent, and knew not which 
way to look for a recruit. They fliall be aflonied one with anciho", 
whereas it ufed to be fome alleviation of a calamity to have others 
fhare with us in it, (Sola men miferis focios habuifje doloris) and fom 
cafe to the fpirit to complain of the burthen ; it fhould be an 



ag- 



gravation of the mifery that it was universal, and their compwi" 
ing to one another Cnou Id but make them all the more unealy? 
and increafe the ajtoniflnnent ; and the event fliall be as ill as their 
fears, they cannot make it worfe than it is, for they Jhall cttpnu 
azoay for their iniquity, multitudes of them fhall die of famine, a 
lingring death, worfe than that by the fivard, Lam. iv. 9. they 
fhall die, fo as to feel themfelves die; and it is fin that brings all 
this mifery upon them ; they Jhall emfume away in their iniquity 



1 



it may be read, 
and lhall die in their 
on a dunghil. 



They fhall continue hardened and impenitent, 

heir fins, which is more inifcrable than to d£ 



e 



a 



Now, (1.) Let us fe 
people, and acknowledge 



here what woful work fin makes with 
the rishtcoufnefs of God herein. 



Time was when J 'erufalem was filled with the fine/} of toe ivntfry 
Pfal. cxlvii. 14. but now it would be glad of the coarfcft, and can- 
not have it. Fulnefs of bread, as it was one of Jerufaleni's mer- 
cies, fo it was become one of her fins, Ezek. xvi. 49. The plcntj 
was abufed to luxury and excefs, which was therefore thus jultiV 
punifhed with famine. It is a righteous thing with God ^ 
prive us of thofe enjoyments which we have made the food anulue. 
of our lulls. 

(2.) Let us fee what reafon we have to bleis God for plenty > 

not only for the fruits of the earth, but for the freedom oi coin- 

J ruertf? 
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that the. husbandman can have money for his bread; arid 



merCC defrnan bread for his money ; that there is not only abun- 
th£ ^in the field, but in the market, that thofe who live in cities 
cbt ^reat towns, though they few not, neither do they reap, yet 

f d from day to day with food convenient. 
are j t f 1<m ified that thofe who were carried into captivity fhould 
• f' red to eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, ver, 13. i.e. 
^ e t meat made up by Gentile hands, otherwife than according 
t0 ^ law of the Jewifh church, which they were always taught 
t0 1 \l defiled, 3nd which they would have as great an averfion to 
f ° Ca would have to bread prepared with dung, that is, (as, 



as a man 
perhaps, 



understood) kneaded 



nfelves to pulfe and wate 
of the king's ?neat ailigned 



! aufe they apprehended it would defile them, Dan. i. 8. or they 
* * be forced to eat nafty ftinking meat, fuch as their oppreflbrs 
uld allow them in their flavery, and fuch as formerly they would 



ftould 



have 
jfulne 

their 



ferved 



is in i' JC ~j — — - w 

enemies in the want of all things. 



CHAP. V. 



7 this chapter we have a farther y and no lefs terrible denunciation of 
the judgments of God that were coming with all fpeed and force 
upon the Jewijh nation, zvhich would utterly ruin it, for zuhen 
God judgeth he will overcome. This dejlruclion of Judah a?zd Je- 
rufalem is here, (l.) Reprefented by a Jign, the cutting, and burn- 
\L and fcattering of hair, ver. I, — 4.^ (2.) That ftgn is ex- 
pounded and applied to Jerufalem, 1. Sin is charged upon Jeru- 
salem as the caufe of this deflation, contempt of God's law, ver. 
^ nnd trofanation of his fanfiuary* ver. 11. 2. TPratb 

is 



t L* «J P9*" — — - j j J. J 

n. and profanation of his fanSluary, ver. 11. 
r threained, great wrath, ver. 8, 9, 10, a variety of mif cries, 



I 



ver. 12, i6, 17. fuch as Jlmdd be their reproach and ruin, ver. 

ND thou fon of man, take thee a lharp knife, 

take thee a barbers rafor, and caufe it to pafs 

upon thine head, and upon thy beard, then take thee 
balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 2. Thou fhalt 
burn with fire a third part in the midft of the city, 
when the days of the liege are fulfilled ; and thou lhalt 



•A 



mid/} of the city, noting the multitudes that mould "pcrim bv famine 
and peftilence, and, perhaps, many in the conflagration of \he city, 
when the days of the Jiege zoere fulfilled * or the laying of that clb~ 
rious city in afhes might well "be looked upon as a third part of 
the deftxu&ion threatened. (2.) Another third part was to be 
cut in pieces with d knife, reprelenting the many that, during the 
fiege, were /lain by the {word, in their /allies out upon the be- 
fiegers, and lefpecially when the city was taken by ftorm, the 
Chaldeans being then molt furious and the Jews rrioft feeble. (3.) 
Another third part was to be fcattered in the wind, noting tie 
carrying away of fome into the land of the conqueror, and the 
flight of others into the neighbouring countries for fhelter ; ib that 
that they were hurried fome one way arid fome another. like loofe 
hairs in the wind. But left they mould think that this difperfion 
would be their efcape, God adds, and I will draw out a /word af- 
ter them; fo that wherever they go evil mall purfue them. Note, 
God has variety of judgments wherewith to accomplifh the de- 
ftruction of a finful people, and to make ah end when he begins. 

4. He muft prelerve a fmall quantity of the third fort that were 
to be fcattered in the wind, and bind them in his skirts, as one 
would bind that v/hich he is very mindful and careful of, ver. 3. 
This fignified, perhaps, that little handful of people which were 
left under the government of Gedah'ah, who, it was hoped, would 
keep poflefiion of the land when the body of the people were car- 
ried into captivity. Thus God wCuld have done well for them if 
they would have done well for themfelves. But thefe few that 
were referved muft be taken and cajl into the fire, ver. 4. when 
Gedaliah and his friends were /lain, the people that put themfelves 
under his protection were fcattered, fome gene into -'Egypt, others 
carried off by the Chaldeans, and, in fticrt, the land totally cleared 
of them, then this was fulfilled, for out of thofe cornbuftions, d 
fire came forth into all the houfe of Ifra'el ; who, as fuel upon the 
fire, kindled and confumed one another. Note, It is ill with a 
people when thofe are taken away in wrath that feemed to be 
marked for monuments of mercy, for then there is no remnant or 
efcaping, none fhut up or left; 



5. ? Thus faith the LORD God* This is Jerusa- 
lem : I have fet it in the midft of the nations and coun- 
tries- that are round about her; 6. And fhe hath chang- 



ed my judgments into wickednefs more than the nati- 

, . - tr * 1 • - 1 1 -_r j 1 ons, and my ftatutes more than the countries that are 

take a third part, and ftmte about it with a knife ; and rQund &bout hef . for d haye refufed judgments 

a third part thou fhalt fcatter in the wind and I will and fta th hav£ ' m waJked -J^m. T . 
draw out a lword after them j. Thou fhalt alfo take Xhere fe re thus faith ' the LORD God, Becauie ye mul- 
thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy ikirts. • ]ied mQre than the nadons that arg rQund about 

a?id have not walked in my ftatutes, neither have kept 
my judgments, neither have done according to the 
judgments of the nations that are round about you : 
8. Therefore thus faith the LORD God, Behold, I, 
even I am againft thee, and will execute judgments in 
the midft of thee, in the fight of the nations. 9. And 
I will do in thee that which I have not done, and where- 
unto I will not do any more the like t, becaufe of all 
thine abominations. 10. Therefore the fathers fhall eat 
the fons in the midft of thee, and the fons fhall eat their 
fathers ^ and I will execute judgments in thee, and the! 
whole remnant of thee -will I fcatter into all the winds. 
11. Wherefore, as I live, faith the LORD God, Sure- 
ly becaufe thou haft denied my fancluary with all thy 
deteftable thinp/s, and with all thine abominations, there- 



4. Then take of them again, and caft them into th 
midft of the fire, and burn them in the fire : for thereof 
fliall a fire come forth into all the houfe of Ifrael. 

We have here the fign by which the utter deftruclion of Jerufa- 
km is fet forth > and here, as before, the prophet is himfelf the 
fign, diat the people might fee how much he afFefted himfelf with, 
nnd interefted himfelf in, the cafe of Jerufalem, and how near it 
Jay to his heart, even then when he foretold the defolations of it, 
he was fo much concerned about it, as to take what was done to it 
as done to himfelf, fo far was he from defiring the woful day. 

1. He muft fijave off the hair of his head and beard, ver. I. 
which fignified God's utter rejecting and abandoning that people, 
asaufelefs worthlefe generation, fuch as could well be /pared, nay, 
fuch as it would be his honour to part with ; his judgment, and all 
the inftruments he made ufe oi in cutting them off were this 
Jimp knife and this rafor, that were proper to be made ufe of, and 
would do execution. Jerufalem had been the head, but being 
degenerated, was become as the hair, which when it grows thick 
and long is but a burthen which a man withes to get clear of, as 
God of the finners of Zion, Ah, I will eafe me of mine adverfa- 
ries, Ifa. i. 24. Ezekiel muft not cut off that hair only which 
was fuperfluous, but cut it all off, noting the full end that God 
would make of Jerufalem. The hair that would not be trimmed 
and kept neat and clean by the admonitions of the prophets, muft 
he all fhaved off by an utter deftruclrion. Thofe will be ruined 
that will not be reformed. 

2. He muft weigh the hair and divide it into three parts. This 
intimates the very exacl: directing of God's judgments according to 
equity ; by him men and their actions are weighed in the unerring 
balance of truth and righteoufnefs ; and the proportion which di- 
vine juftice obferves in punifliing fome by one judgment, and o- 
thers by another, but one way or other they fhall all be met with. 
Some make the fliaving of the hair to note the lofs of their liberty 
and of their honour : it was looked upon as a mark of ignominy, 
^ m the difgrace Hanan put on David's embafladors ; it notes alfo 
foe lofs of their joy, for they fhaved their heads upon occafion of 
peat mourning ; I may add the lofs of their Nazaritelhip* for the 
Ihavingof the head was a period to that vbw, Numb. vi. 18. and 
Jerufalem was now no longer looked upon as a holy city. 

3* He muft difpofe of the hair fo as that it might all be deftroyed 
0r difperfed, ver. 2. (1.) One third part muft be burnt in the 
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fore will I alfo diminifh thee, neither fhall mine eye 
fpare, neither will I have any pity. 12. j A third 
part of thee fliall die with the peftilence, and with fa- 
mine fhall they be confumed in the midft of thee * and 
a third part fhall fill by the fword round about thee ; 
and I will fcatter a third part into all the winds* and I 
will draw out a fword after them. 13. Thus fhall 
mine anger be accomplifhed, and I will caufe my fury 
to reft upon them, and I will be comforted : and they 
fhall know that I the LORD have fpoken it in my 
zeal, when I have accomplifhed my fury in them. 
14. Moreover, I will make thee wafte, and a reproach 
among the nations that are round about thee^ in the 
fight of all that pafs by, 15; So it fhall be a reproach 
and a taunt, an inftru£lion and an aftonifhment unto the: 
nations that are round about thee* when I fhall execute 
judgments in thee in anger and in fury, and in furious 
rebukes : I the LORD have fpoken it. ^ 16. When I 
I fhall fend upon them the evil arrows of famine, which 
fliall be for their deftruclrion, and which I will fend to 
deftroy you : and I will increafe the famine upon you* 
and will break your ftaff of bread; 17.. So will I fend 
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upon you famine and evil beafls, and they lhall bereave 
thee ; and peftilence and blood lhall pafs through thee* 
and I will bring the fword upon thee : I the LORD 
have fpoken it* 




r 

We have here the reddition of the foregoing fimilitude ; 'This is 
yemfalem : Thus it is ufual in fcripture language to give the name 
of the thing fignified to the fign 5 as when Chrift faid, This is my 
lody. The prophet's head that was to be fhaved fignified Jerufa- 
lem, that by the judgments of God was now to be ftripped of all 
its ornaments, to be emptied of all its inhabitants, and to be let 
waked and bare, to be fhaved with a rafor that is hired, Ifa. vii. 20. 
The he£d of one that was a prieft, a prophet, a holy perfbn was 
fitteft to reprefent Jerufalem the holy city. Now the contents of 
thefe verfes are much the feme with what we have often met with, 
and ftill fhall, in the writings of the prophets. Here is, 

r. The privileges Jerufalem was honoured with, ver. 5. I have 
fet it in the midfl of the nations and countries that are round about 
her, and thofe famous nations and very confiderable. Jerufalem 
was not fituated in a remote obfcure corner of the world, far from 
neighbours, but in the midft of kingdoms that were populous, po- 
Jite and civilized, famed for learning, arts and fciences, and which 
then made the greateft figure in the world. But there leeriis to be 
more in it than fo. (1.) Jerufalem was dignified and preferred 
above the neighbour nations, and their cities, it was fet in the 
midfl of them as excelling them all, this holy mountain was exalted 
above all the hills, Ifa. ii. 2. Why leap ye, ye high hills, this is the 
hill which God defireth to dwell in, Pfal. Ixviii. 1 6. Jerufalem was 
a city upon a hill, confpicuous and illuftrious, and which all the 
neighbour nations had an eye upon, fbme for good will, fome for 
ill will (2.) Jerufalem was defigned to have a good influence up- 
on the nations and countries round about, was fet in the midft of 
them as a candle upon a candleftick, to fpread the light of divine 
revelation, which fhe was blefled with, to all the dark corners of 
the neighbour nations, that from them it might diffufe itfelf farther, 
even to the ends of the earth. Jerufalem was fet in the midft of the 
nations, to be as the heart in the body, to invigorate this dead 
world with a divine life, as well as to enlighten this dark world 
with a divine light, to be an example of every thing that was good. 
The nations that obferved what excellent flatutes and judgments 
they had, concluded them to be a wife and undcrflancling people, 
Deut. iv. 6. fit to be confukcd as an oracle, as they were in Solo- 
mon's time, 1 Kings iv. 34. And had they preferved this reputa- 
tion, and made a right ufe of it, what a bleffing had Jerufalem 
been to all the nations about ? But failing to be fo, the accomplifh- 
ment of this intention was referved for its latter days, when out of 
Zion zvent forth the gofpel lazv, and the zvord of the Lord Jefus from 
Jerufalem, and there repentance and remijjion began to be preached, 
and thence the preachers of them went forth into all nations. And 
when that was done Jerufalem was levelled with the ground. Note, 
When places and peribns are made'great, it is with defign that they 
may do good, and that thofe about them may be the better for 
them 1 that their light may fintie before men. 

2. The provocations Jerufalem was guilty of. A very high 
Charge is here drawn up againft the city, and proved beyond con- 
tradiction, fufficient to juftify God in feizing its privileges, and 
putting it under military execution. 

(1.) She* had not walked in God's flatutes, nor kept his judgments 
ver. 7. nay, they had refufed his judgment and his Jlatutes, 
ver. 6. they did not do their duty, nay, they would not, 
they laid they would not : thofe Jlatutes and judgments which 
their neighbours admired, they defpifed 5 which they fhould 
have fet before their face, they caft behind their back. Note, A 
contempt of the word and law of God opens a door to all man- 
ner of iniquity. God's ftatutes are the terms on which he deals 
with men, they that refufe his terms cannot expect: his favours. 

(2.) She had changed God' 's judgments into wickednefs, ver. 6. a 
very high expreffion of their profanenefs, that they had not only 
broken God's laws, but had fo perverted and abufed them, that they 
had made them the excufe and colour of their wickednefs ; they 
introduced the abominable cuftoms and ufages of the heathen, in- 
ftead of God's inftitutions j this was changing the truth of God into 
a lie, Rom. i. 25. and the glory of God into Jhame, Pfal. iv. 2. 
Note, Thofe that have been well educated, if they live ill, put the 
higheft affront imaginable upon God, as if he were the patron of 
fin, and his judgments were turned into wickednefs. 

(3,) She had been worfe than the neighbour nations, to whom 
fhe fhould have fet a good example : She hath changed my judg- 
ments, by idolatries and falfe worfhip, more than the nations, ver. 6. 
and multiplied^ i. e. multiplied idols and altars, gods and temples, 
multiplied thofe things, the unity of which was their praife, more 
than the nations that were round about. Ifrael's God is one, and his 
name one, his altar one ; but they not content v/ith this one God, 
multiplied their gods to that degree, that according to the number of 
their cities, fo were their gods, and their altars as heaps in the fur- 
rows of the field-, fo thaf they exceeded all their neighbours, in 
having gods tnany and lords many. They corrupted revealed reli- 
gion more than the Gentiles had corrupted natural religion. Note, 
If thofe that have made a profeffion of religion, and have had a 
pious education, apoftatize from it, they are commonly more pro- 
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fane and vicious than thofe who never made any profefli 
have feven other fpirits more wicked. 

(4,) She had not done according to the judgments of the naf 
7. /. e. they had not carried it towards their God^ thou^hh^ ? ^ 
only true God, as the nations had carried it towards their ^ ^ 
though they were falfe gods ; had not been fo obfervant of f*^ 
nor fo conftant to him. Hath a nation changed their gods or fl 
ed them, fo as they have? Jer. ii. 11. Or, it may refer t \ < 
morals $ inftead of reforming their neighbours, they came fh 
them ; and many that were of the uncirewncifion, kept the riofo*' ^ 
nefs of the law better than thofe that were of the circumci R 0 n 
ii. 26, 27. Thofe that had the light of fcripture did not dec frf ^ 
the judg??ients of many that had only the light of nature. \j^' 9 
There are thofe who. are called chriftians that will, in the great d ^ 
be condemned by the better tempers, and better lives, of fob er ffi 
thens, ftea " 

(5.) The particular crime charged upon Jerufalem is profan 
holy things, v which fhe had been both intrufted and honoured ^v'jf 
ver. 1 1 . Thou haft defiled my j ancillary zuitb all thy dctejlahle 5 
i. c. with thine idols and idolatries. The images of their pretcnrPi 
cleities, and the groves erected in honour of them, were brou*l 
into the temple $ and the ceremonies ufed by idolaters, were brou^h 
into the worfhip of God ; thus every thing that is facred was polt * 
ted. Note, Idols are deteftable things any where, but more efpt 
cially fo in the fanituary. ^ " 

3. The punifhments that Jerufalem fhould fall under for thef- 
provocations : Shall ?iot God vifit for thefe things ? No doubt he fhalf 
The matter of the fentence here paft upon Jerufalem is very dread' 
ful, and the manner of expreffion makes it yet more fo - y the mdpC 
ments are various, and the threatnings of them varied, reiterated 
inculcated 5 that one may well fay, Who is able to Jland in Goi- 
fight when once he is angry ? 

1. God will take this work of punifhing Jerufalem into his own 
hands; and who knows the power of his anger?, and what/7 fearful 
thing it is to fall into his hands ? Obferve, what a mighty emphafis 
is laid upon it, ver. 8. /, even I am againft thee. God had been 
for Jerufalem, to defend and fave it ; but miferable is its cafe when 
he is turned to be its enemy, and fights againft it. If God be againft 
us, the whole creation is at war with us, and nothing can be forus 
fo as to ftand us in any ftead. You think it is only the Chaldean 
army that is againft you, but they are God's hand, or rather the 
ftafF in his hand ; it is /, even I that am againjl thee ; not only to 
fpeak againft thee by prophets, but to act againft thee by providence- 
1 will execute judgments in thee, ver. 10. in the midjl of ver. 8. 
not only in the fuburbs, but in the heart of the city not only in 
the borders, but in the bowels of the country. Note, Thofe that 
will notobferve the judgments of God's mouth, fhall notefcapethe 
judgments of his hand ; and God's judgments, when they come 
with commiffion, will penetrate into the midft of a people, will 
enter into the foul ; into the bowels like water, and like oil into the 
bones, 1 zvill execute judgments. Note, God himfelf undertakes to 
execute his own judgments, according to the true and full intent of 
them ; whatever are the inftruments, he is the principal agent. 

2. Thefe punifhments fhall come from his difpleafure ; as to the 
body of the people it fhall not be a correction in love, but he will 
execute judgments in anger, arid in fury, and in furious rebuke^ ver. 
15. ftrange expreffions to come from a God, who hath faid, Fury 
is not in me ; and who hath declared himfelf gracious arid merciful, 
and flow to anger : But they are defigned to fhew the malignity of 
fin, and the offence it gives to the juft and holy God. That muft 
needs be a very evil thing which provvokes him to fuch refentments, 
and againft his own people too, that had been fo high in his favour, 
and exprefled with fo much fatisfaction, ver. 13. Mine anger, which 
has long been withheld, fijall now be accomplished, and Izvillcaufe 
my fury to refl upon them, it fhall not only light upon them, but lie 
upon them, and fill them as vcfTels of wrath, fitted by their oirn 
wickednefs to deftruction, and, juftice being hereby glorified, I mil 
be comforted, i. e. I will be entirely fatisfied in what I have doife. 
As when God is difhonoured by the fins of men he is faid to be 
grieved, Pfalm xcv. 10. fo when he is honoured by their defrrucYi- 
on he is faid to be comforted. The ftruggle between mercy and jud 
ment is over, and in this cafe judgment triumphs, triumphs indeed; 
for mercy that has been fo long abufed is now filent, and gives up 
the caufe, has not a word more to fay on the behalf of fuch an un- 
grateful, incorrigible people ; mine eye fhall not fpare, neither will 



have any pity, ver. 11. Divine compaffion defers the punifhment, 
or mitigates it, or fupports under it, or fhortens it ? but here is judg- 
ment without mercy, wrath without . any mixture or allay of pity* 
Thefe expreffions are thus fharpened and heightened, perhaps, v/ith 
defign to look further to the vengeance of eternal fire, which fome 
of the deft ructions we read of in the Old Teftament were typical of, 
and particularly that of Jerufalem ; for furely it is no where on this 
fide hell that this word has its full accomplifhment, Mine eycjhd 
not fp^re, but / will caufe my fury to reft. Ncte, Thofe that live 
and die impenitent, will perilh for ever unpitied; there is a day 
coming when the Lord zvill not fpare. 

3. Punifhments fhall be publick and open 5 / will execute thefe 
judgments in the fight of the nations, ver. 8. the judgments themkh' es 
fhall be fo remarkable, as that all the nations far and near fhall take 

notice of them i they fhall. be all the talk of that part of the world? 
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^ ^ I. To aggravate the punifliment, and to 

^ 'die the' more heavy. Jerufalem being made wajle, becomes 
llach a?nong the nations, in the fight of all that pafs by, ver. 14. 
^ more confpicuous, and the more peculiar any have been in the 
f their profperity, the greater difgrace attends their fall ; and 
tVwas Terufalem's cafe. The more Jerufalem had been a praife 
• 7 earth the more it is now a reproach and a taunt, ver. 15. 
%vl Ihe was warned of as much as any thing when her glory com- 
d 1 Kings ix. 8. and this was lamented as much as any thing 
>2Tit was laid in "the duft, Lam. ii. 15. 2. To teach the nati- 
to fear before the God of Ifrael, when they faw what a jealous 
°Ci he is and how feverely he punifheth fin, even in thole that 
neareft to him. It Jhall be an injlruclion to the nations, ver. 15. 
fcrufalem fhould have taught her neighbours the fear of God by her 
etv and virtue, but fhe not doing that, God will teach it them 
t their ruin ; for they have reafon to fay, If this be done in the 
rem tree, what Jhall be done in the dry ? If judgment begin at the 
\rife of God, where will it end ? If they be thus puniftied that on- 
lv had fome idolaters among them, what will become of us that are 
II idolaters ? Note, The deftruction of fome is defignedfor the in- 
flrufiion of others. Malefa&ors are publickly punifhed in tcrrorem, 
that others may take warning. 

4. Thefe punifhments, in the kind of them, {hall be very fevere 
and Wievous. I. They {hall be fuch as have no precedent or pa- 
rallel Their fins being more provoking than thofe of others, the 
iud*mcnts executed upon them fhould be uncommon, ver. 9. I will 
do % thee that which I have not clone in thee before, though thou 
liaft Ion"* fince deferved it 3 nay, that which I have not done in any 
other city ; this punifliment of Jerufalem is faid to be greater than 
that of Sodom, Lam. iv. 6. which was the foreft of all that went 
before it ; nay, it is fuch as / will not do any more the like, all the 
circumftances taken in, to any other city, till the like comes to be 
done again to this city, in its final overthrow by the Romans. This 
is a rhetorical expreffion of the moft grievous judgments, like that 
character of Hezekiah, that there .was none Hie him, before or after 
him. 2. They fhall be fuch as will force them to break the ftron- 
scft bonds of natural affe&ion to one another, which will be ajuft 
punifliment of them for their wilful breaking of the bonds of their 
duty to God, ver. 1 o. The fathers Jhall eat the Jons, and the fans 
hall eat the fathers, through the extremity of the famine, or com- 
pelled to do it by their barbarous conquerors. 3. There fhall be a 
complication of judgments, any one of them terrible enough, and 
defolating ; but what then would they be when they came all toge- 
ther, and in perfection ? Some {hall be taken away by the plague, 
ver. 12. thzpejlilence Jhall pafs through thee, ver. 17. fweeping all 
before it, as the deftroying angel ; others faall be confumed with fa- 
mine, {hall gradually wafte away as men in a confumption, ver. 12. 
this is again infifted on, ver. 16. I zuill fend upon them the evil ar- 
rows of famine hunger {hall pine and pierce them, and wound them 
to the heart, as if arrows, evil arrozus, poifoned darts were {hot in- 
to them 5 God has many arrows, evil arrows, in his quiver, when 
fome are difcharged he hath {till more in referve ; / will increafe the 
famine upon you 1 a famine in a bereaved country may decreafe, as. 
fruits fpring forth, but a famine in a befieged city will increafe of 
courfe ; yet God fpeaks of it as his a£t ; / will increafe it, and zvill 
break your faff of bread; will take away the neceflary fupports of 
life, will difappoint you of all that which you depend upon, fo that 
there is no remedy, but you muft fall to the ground. Life is frail, 
is weak, is burthened, fo that if it have not daily bread for its ftaff 
to lean upon, it cannot but fink, and is foon gone if that ftaft be 
broken. Others Jhall fall by the fword I'ound about Jerufalem, when 
they {ally out upon the befiegers ; it is a fword which God will 
bring, ver. 17. The fword of the Lord that ufed to be drawn for 
Jerufalem's defence, is now drawn for its deftrucvtiorl. Others are 
devoured by evil beajls, which will make a prey of thofe that fly 
forflielter to the deferts and mountains ; they {hall meet their ruin 
"Where they expected refuge, for there is no outrunning the judg- 
ments of God, ver. 17. And laftly, thofe that efcape {hall be feat- 
ured into all parts of the world, into all the winds, fo it is exprefled, 

10, 12. intimating, that they fliould not only be difperfed, but 
hurried, and tofied, and driven to and fro as chaff before the wind ; 
Nay, and Cain's curfe, to be fugitives and vagabonds, is not the 
worft of it neither, the reftlefs life {hall be cut off by a bloody 
death, / will draw out a fword after them, which fhall follow them 
wherever they go ; evil purfucs ftnners ; and the curfe fhall come 
upon them, and overtake them. 

5. Thefe punifhments will prove their ruin by degrees ; they 
foall be diminifaed, ver. II. their ftrcngth and glory fhall grow lels 
and lefs ; they {hall be bereaved, ver. 17. emptied of all that which 
was their joy and confidence ; God fends thefe judgments on pur- 
pole to deftroy them, vet\ 16* The arrows are noffent (as thofe 



which Jonathan fliot) for their direction, but for their defiruSlimr? 



for God will dccomplifh his fury upon them, ver. 13. the day of 
God's patience is over, and the ruin is remedilefe. Though ttiih 
prophecy was to have its full accomplishment now prefently in the 
deflxuftion of jerufalem by the Chaldeans^ yet the executioners not 
being named here, but the criminal only^ this is Jerufalem, we 
may well fuppofe that it looks further to the final deftru&ion of . that 
great city by the Romans, when God mode a full end of the jew- 
ifli nation, and caufed his fury fo reft upon them. 

6. All this is ratified by the divine authority and veracity ; I the 
Lord have fpoken it, yer. 15. and again, &er. 17. the* fentence is 
pafled by him that is judge of heaven and earth, whefe judgment i's 
according to truth, and the judgments of his hand according to the 
judgments of his mouth : He hath fpoken it, who can do it, for 
with him nothing is impoflible : He hath fpoken it, who will do it, 
for he is not a man that he Jhould lie : He hath fpoken it, whom we 
are bound to hear and heed ; whofe ipfe dixit commands the mofr 
{erious attention, and fubmiffive a(Tent : And they faall know that I 
the Lor^d have fpoken it, ver. 13. There were thofe who thought 
it was only the prophet that fpake it in his delirium^, but God will 
make them know, by the accomplifiiment of it, that he has fpokeri 
it in his zeal. Note, Sooner or later God's word will prove it felf. 

CHAP. VI. 

In this chapter we have, 1. J ihreatning of the dejlruclion of Ifrael 
for their idolatry, and the dejlruclion of their idols with them, ver. 

2. A promife of the gracious return of a remnant of them 

Di- 



7 . _ 

to God, by true repentance and reformation, yer. 8, — 10. 
reclions given to the prophet, and other the Lord's fervants, to la- 
ment both ihe iniquities, and ihe calamities of Ifrael, ver. 1 1, — 14, 

N D the word of the LORD came unto me^ 



A 



faying, 



2. Son of man, fet thy face towards 



the mountains of Ifrael^ and prophefy againft them, 3 
And fay, Ye mountains of Ifrael, hear the word of the 
LORD God, Thus faith the LORD God to the moun- 
tains and to the hills, to the rivers and to the vallies, Be- 
hold, I, even I will bring a fword upon you, and I will 
deftroy your high places. ^4. And your altars fhall be 
defolate, and your images lhali be broken \ and I will 
caft down your flain men before your idols. 5. And I 
will lay the dead carcafes of the children of Ifrael before 
their idols, and I will fcatter your bones round about 
your altars. 6. In all your dwelling-places the cities 
fhall be laid wafte, and the high places fhall be defo- 
late, that your altars may be laid wafte, and made de- 
folate, and your idols may be broken and ceafe, and 
your images may be cut down* and 
be abolifhed. - A - J n ~' ' 1 

you, 



your works may 
7. And the flain fhall fall in the midft of 
and ye fhall know that I dm the LORD. 

Here, I. The prophecy is directed to the mountains of Ifrael, 
ver. 1, 2. the prophet muft fet his face towards them ; if he could 
fee fo far off as the land of Ifrael, the mountains of that land would 
be firft arid further! feen ; towards them therefore he fhuft look, 
and look boldly, and ftedfaftly, as the judge looks at the prifoner, 
and direfts his fpeech to him, when he pafleth fentence upon him. 
Though the mountains of Ifrael be never fo : high, and never fo 
ftrong, he muft fet his face agavrfl them, as having judgments to* 
denounce that fhould {hake their foundation. The mountains of If- 
rael had been holy mountains, but now they had polluted them with 
their high places, God fets his face againft them, and therefore the 
prophet muft. Ifrael is here put, not, as fometimes, for the ten 
tribes, but for the whole land. The mountains are called upon to 
hear the word, of the Lord, to {hame the inhabitants that would not 
hear. The prophets might as foon gain attention from the moun- 
iains, as from that rebellious a7td gainfaying people, to whom they 
all day \onz>Jlr etched out their hands in vain.. Hear, O mountains^ 
the Lord's cbntroverfy, Mic. vi. r, 2. for God's caufe will have a 
hearing, whether we hear it or no : But from the mountains the 
word of the Lord echoes to the hills, to the rivers, and to the vallies ; 
for to them alfo the Lord God fpeaks ; intimating, that the whole 
land is concerned in what is now to be delivered ; and {hall be wit- 
nefles againft this people that they had fair warning given them of 
the judgments coming, but they would not take it; nay, they con- 
trad idled the meflage, and persecuted the meflengers, fo that God's 
prophets might more fafely arid comfortably {peak to the hills and 
mountains than to them. 

2. That which is threathed in this prophecy is the. utter deftru- 
<Slion of the idols, and the idolaters, and both by the fword of war. 
God himfelf is commander in chief of this expedition againft the 
mountains of Ifrael-, it is he that faith, Behold* I, even I will bring 
a fword upon you, ver. 3. the fword of the Chaldeans is at God's 
command, gees where he {ends it, comes where he brings it, and 
lights as he direiis it. In the defolations of that war, 

(1.) The idols, and all their appurtenances, fliould be deftroy cd. 
The high places, which were ori the tops of mountains, ver. 3. thefe 
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fhall be levelled, and made deflate, ver. 6. they iball not be beau- 
tiffed, fhall not be frequented as they had been; the altars* on 
which they offered facrifice, and burnt incenfe to Arrange gods,/'*// 
le broken to - pieces, and laid ivajfle ; the images and tools fhall be de- 
faced, (hall be broken arid ceafe, and be cut down, and all the fine 
coftly works • about them fliall be abolifhed, ver. 4, 6. Obferve 
here" 1. That war makes wofal defoJations, which thofe perfons, 
places and things, that were efteemed moft facred, cannot efcape ; 
for the fword devours one as well as another. 2. That God fome- 
times ruins idolaters even by the hands of idolaters, for fuch the 
Chaldeans themfelves were ; but, as if the deity were a local thing, 
the ereateft admirers of the gods of their own country, were the 
oreateft defpifers of the gods of other countries. 3. It is juft with 
God to make that a defolation, which w T e make an idol ,of 5 for he 
is a jealous God, and will not bear a rival. 4. If men do not, as 
they ought, deftroy idolatry, God will, firft or laft, find out away 
to do it.* 3 When Jofiah had deftroyed the high places, . altars and i- 
*nages,"with the fword of juftice, they fet them up again, but God 
will now deftroy them with the fword of war, and let us fee who 

dares re-eftablifh them. 

(2.) The worlhippers of idols, and all their adherents, fhould be 
deftroyed likewife. As all their high places /hall be laid zvajle, fo 
fliall all their dwelling-places too, even all their cities, ver. 6. They 
that profane God's dwelling-place, as they had done, can expedl no 
other but that he fhould abandon theirs, chap. v. 11, If any ?nan 
defile the temple of God, him will God dejlroy, 1 Cor. iii. 17. ■ It is 
here threatned, that their Jlain flail fall in the midjl of them, ver. 7. 
there {hall be abundance flain, even in thofe places which were 
thought moft fafe 5 but it is added, as a remarkable circumftance, 
that they fhall fall before their idols, ver. 4. that their dead carcafes 
fhould be laid, and their bones fcattered about their altars, ver. 5. 
I. Thus their idols Ihould be polluted, and thofe places profaned, 
by the dead bodies, which they had had in veneration. If they will 
not defile the covering of their graven images, God will, Ifa. xxx. 
22. The throwing of the carcafes among them, as upon the dung- 
hil,' intimates, that they were but dunghil deities. 2. Thus it was 
intimated, that they were but dead things, unfit to be rivals with 
the livin* God \ for the carcafes of dead men, that, like them, have 
eyes and fee not, ears a?id hear not, were the fitteft company for 
them. 3. Thus the idols were upbraided with their inability to 
help their worfhippers, and idolaters upbraided with the folly of 
trufting in them for it fhould feem they fell by the fword of the 
enemy^then, when they were actually before their idols, imploring 
their aid, and putting themfelves under their prote&ion : Sennache- 
rib was flain by his fons then when he -was wcrjhipping in the houfe 
of his god. 4. The fin might be read in this circumftance of the 
punifhment ; the fain men are cajl before the idols, to fhew that 
therefore they are flain, becaufe they worfhipped thofe idols: See 
Jer. viii. 2. Let the furvivors obferve it, and take warning, not 
to worfhip images: Let them fee it, and know thatGW is the Lord, 
U e. that the Lord he is God, and he alone. 



8. 5 Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have 
fome that fhall efcape the fword among the nations, 
when ye fhall be fcattered through the countries. 9. 
And they that efcape of you fliall remember me among 
the nations, whither they fhall be carried captives, be- 
caufe I am broken with their whorifh heart which hath 
departed from me, and with their eyes which go a who- 
ring after their idols : and they fhall lothe themfelves for 
the evils which they have committed in all their abomi- 
nations. 10. And they fhall know that I am the 
LORD, and that I have not faid in vain that I would 
do this evil unto them. 

Judgment had hitherto triumphed, but in thefe verfes mercy re- 
joiceth againft judgment ; a fad end is made of this provoking peo- 
ple, but not a full end : The ruin feems to be univerfal, and yet 
will I leave a remnant, a little remnant, diftinguifhed from the bo- 
dy of the people, a few of many 5 fuch as are left when the reft pe- 
xifh ; and it is God that leaves them. This intimates, that they 
deferred to have been cut off with the reft, and had been cut off, if 
God had not left them.^See Ifa. i. 9. And it is God, who by his 
grace works that in them which he has an eye to in fparing them. 

Now, 

(1.) It is a preferved remnant ^ faved from the ruin which the bo- 
dy of the nation is involved in, ver. 8. that ye may have fome that 
fliall efcape the fword. God faid, chap. v. 12. that he would draw 
a fword after them that were fcattered, that deftrudlion fhould pur- 
fue them in their difperfions 3 but here is mercy reme?nbred in the 
midjl of that zurath, and a promife that fome of the "Jews of the di- 
fperfton, as they were afterwards called, fhould efcape the Jword. 
None of thofe that were to fall by the fword about Jerufalem Jhall 
efcape, for they trufted to Jerufalem's walls for fecWity, and fhall 
be made afhamed of that vain confidence ; but fome of them Jhall 
efcape the fword among the nations, v/here, being deprived of all o- 
ther flays, they flay themfelves upon God only. They are faid to 
have thofe thai da *fcape, for they fhall be the feed of another ge- 



neration, out of which Jerufalem fliall flourifh a^ain^ 

(2.) It is a penitent remnant, ver. 9. They that efcape of . 
remember me. Note, To thofe whom God deftgns for life 
give repentance unto life : They are reprieved, and efcape tL r ' 1 ^ 
that they may have time to return to Gcd. Note, Q 0 £> 
both leaves room for repentance, and is an encouragement t ^ tle ° Ce 
to repent. Where God defigns grace to repent, he allows°f rs 
repent, yet many that have the fpace, want the grace m ^ to 
efcape the fword, do not forfake the fin, as it is promifed th^f ^ 
fhall do. This remnant here, marked for falvation, is a tvn^c®* 
remnant referved out of the body of mankind, to be monum 
mercy, which are made fafe in the fame way that thefe °* 
being brought to repentance. Now obferve here, rCj 

I. The occafion of their repentance, and that is a mixt 
judgment and mercy ; judgment, that they Were carried catt^ ° f 
but mercy, that they efcaped the fword in the land of their ^ 
vity 5 they were driven out of their own land, but not out l^u 
land of the living ; not chafed out of the zuorld, as others were 
they defer ved to be. Note, The confideration of the juft reb 
of providence we are under, and yet of the mercy mixed with 

in both' 
e are 



„ _j " > •> ' " 1V - "/ WiV v "'^0 with them 

mould engage us to repent, that we may anf wer God's end in w 

And true repentance fhall be accepted of God, though % 

brought to it by^our troubles ; nay, fan&ified afflictions often p 



means of converfion, as to ManafJeh. 

2. The root and principle of their repentance : They Jhall r 



ber me a?nong the nations. They that forget God in the land of tT'" 
peace and profperity, waxed fat, and kicked, were brought to r* 
?nember him in the land of their captivity. The prodigal fon n 
bethought himfelf of his father's houfe till he was ready to perllhf 
hunger in the far country. Their remembring God was the firft ft 
they took in returning to him. Note, Then there begins to be 
fome hopes of- finners, when they begin to think of him whom 
they have finned againft, and to inquire, Where is God my Maker? 
Sin takes rife in forgetting God, Jer. iii. 11. Repentance takes rife 
from the remembrance of him, and of our obligations to him. God 
feith, They Jhall re?nembcr 7ne, u e. I will give them grace to do fo • 
for otherwife they would for ever forget him : That grace fliall find 
them out wherever they are, and, by bringing God to their mind 
fliall bring them to their right mind. The prodigal, when he \l 
membred his father, rernembred how he had finned agairfi heaven 
and bejore him, fo do thefe penitents. ' 

(1.) They remember the bafe affront they had put upon God by 
their idolatries, and this is that v/hich an ingenuous repentance fait- 
,ens upon, and moft fadly laments. They had departed from God 
to idols, had given that honour to pretended deities, the creatures 
of mens fancies, and the work of mens hands, which they {hould 
h(ive given to the God of Ifrael. They departed froin GoJ, from 
his word, which they fhould have made their rule ; from his work 
which they fhould have made their bufinefs ; their hearts departed 
from him. The heart, which he requires and infifts upon, and 
without which bodily exercife profits nothing ; the heart, which fhould 
be fet upon him, and carried out towards him, when that departs 
from him, it is as the treacherous elopement of a wife from her huf- 
band, or the rebellious revolt of a fubject from his fovereign. T'helr 
eyes alfo go after their idols, they doted on them, and had *reat 
expectations from 'them. Their hearts followed their eyes in the 
choice of their gods, they muft have gods that they could fee, and 
then their eyes followed their hearts in the adoration of them. Now 
the malignity of this fin is, that it is fpiritual whoredom ; it is a 
whorifli heart that departs from God ; and they are eyes that gn a 
whoring after their idols. Note, Idolatry is fpiritual whoredom ; it 
is the breach of a marriage covenant with God ; it is the fettingof 
the affections upon that which is a rival with, and the indulgence 

of a bafe luft which deceives and defiles the foul, and is a great 
wrong to God in his honour. 

(2.) They remember what a grief this was to him, and how he 
refented it. They fliall remember that I am broken with their who- 
7'ijh heart, and their eyes that are full of this fpiritual adutery ; not 
only angry at it, but grieved, as a husband is at the lewdnefsof a 
wife whom he dearly loved, grieved to that degree that he is broken 
with it ; it breaks his heart to think that he fhould be fo difingenu- 
oufly dealt with \ he is broken as an aged father is with the unduti- 
ful carriage of a rebellious and difbbedient fon, which finks hisfpi- 
rits, and makes him to ftoop. Forty years long was 1 grieved with 
this generation, Pfalm xcv. 10. God's meafures were broken, fi> 
fome ; a ftop was put to the current of his favours towards them, 
and he was even compelled to punifh them. This they fliall re-, 
member in the day of their repentance, and it fliall affecl: and hum- 
ble them more than any thing ; not fo much that their peace was 
broken, and their country broken, as that God was broken by their 
fin. Thus they fliall look o?i him whom they have pierced, and fid 
mourn, Zech. xii. 10. Note, Nothing grieves a true penitent fo 
much, as to think that his fin hach been a grief to God, and to the 
Spirit of his grace. 

3. The product and evidence of their repentance : They Jl)all loth 
themfelves for the evils which they have committed in all their abcffli* 
nations. Thus God will give them grace to qualify them for par- 
don and deliverance. Though he had heen broken by their whorp 
heart, yet he would not quite caft them off : See Ifa. lvii. 17, ™> 
Hofi ii. 13, 14. His goodnefs takes occafion from their badnefs to 
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Chap. Vll' 



t he more illuftrious. Note, i. True penitents fee fin to be 
^^hominable thing, that abominable thing which the Lord hates, 

nd 



which makes finners, and even their iervices odious to him, 



It defiles the finner's own corifcience, and 



./ / him, unlefs he be paft feeling, an abomination to himfelf. 
idol is particularly called an abomination, Ifa. xliv. 19. Thofe 
n 'fications which the hearts of finners were fet upon as delectable 
8**; t he hearts of penitents are turned againft as deteftable things. 
\ There are many evils co?nmitted in thefe abominations, many in- 
1 ded in them, attendant on them, and flowing from them ; ma- 
tranfrreffions in one fin, Lev. xvi. 21. In their idolatries they 
?^ f 0 nietimes guilty of whoredom, as in the worfhip of Peor ; 
^ t j meg of murther, as in the worfhip of Moloch ; thefe were 
'lis committed in their abominations. Or, it notes the great malig- 
. there is in fin ; it is an abomination that has abundance of evil 
? it. 3. Thofe that truly lothe fin, cannot but lothe themfelves 
flecaufe of fin 3 felf-lothing is evermore the companion of true re- 
entance. Penitents quarrel with themfelves, and can never be 
jeconciled to themfelves, till they have fome ground to hope that 
God* is reconciled to them ^ nay, then they fhall lie down in their 
fhame, when he is pacified towards them, Ezek. xvi. 1. 

4, The glory that will redound to God by their repentance, ver, 
30. ikty fi )a ^ foww that I am. the. Lord, i. e. they fhall be convin- 
ced of it by experience, and fhall be ready to own it, and that I 
lave not -find in vain that I would do this evil unto them, finding that 
what I have faid is made good, and made to work for good, and 
to anfwer a good intention 3 and that it was not without juft pro- 
vocation, that they were thus threatned, and thus punifhed. Note, 
l. One way or other God will make finners to know and own that 
jie is the Lord, either by their repentance, or by their ruin. 2. All 
true penitents are brought to acknowledge both the equity and the 
efficacy of the word of God, particularly the threatnings of the 
word, and to juftify God in them, and in the accomplishment of 

them. 



himfelf not out of the reach of God's arrows, which fly day and 
night, PJalm xci. 5. he Jhall die of the pefiilence ; he that is near 
a place of ftrength, which he hopes will be to him a place of fafe- 
ty, yet Jhall fall by the fivord, before he can retreat ; he that is fi> 
cautious, as not to venture out, but remains in the city, there he 
Jhall die by the famine, thefaddeft death of all : Thus will Go I ac- 
compli/h his fury, \. e, do all that againft them which he had pur- 
pofed to do. . 

(2.) They, fhall read their fin in their punilhmerit • fof their 
fain men fijall be among their idols, round about their altar as was 
threatned before, ver. 5, 6, 7. There, where they had proftratcd 
themfelves in honour of their idols, God will lay them dead to their 
own reproach, and the reproach of their idols: They lived among 
them, and fhall die among them : They had offered fweet odours 
to their idols, but there fhall their dead carcafes fend forth a flank- 
ing fmell, as it were to atone for that mifplaced incenfe. 

(3.) The country fhall be all laid wafte, as before the cities, 
ver. 6. I will ?nakc the land deflate. That fruitful, plcafant, po- 
pulous country, that has been as the garden of the Lord, the glory 
of all lands, fhall be deflate, more deflate than the zvildernejs to- 
wards :Dib lath, ver: 14. Diblathaim it is called, Numb, xxxiii. 
46. Jer. xlviii. 22; that great and terrible wildcrnefs which is de- 
fcribed. Dent, viii. 15. wherein were fiery ferpenis and fcorpio?is. 
The land of Canaan is at this day one of the tnoft barren, defolate 
countries in the world. City and country are thus depopulated that 
the altars may be laid zvafie, and ?nade defolate, ver. 6. Rather 
than their idolatrous altars fhall be left ftanding, both town and 
country fhall be laid in ruins. Sin is a defolating thing, therefore 
Jland in awe, and fin not* 



11. 5 Thus faith the LORD God, Smite with thine 
hand, and ftamp with thy foot, and fay, Alas, for all 
the evil abominations of the houfe of Ifrael : for they 
lhall fall by the fword, by the famine, and by the pe- 
ftilence. 12. He that is far off fhall die of the pefii- 
lence, and he that is near fhall fall by the fword^ and 
he that remaineth and is befieged fhall die by the fa- 
mine: thus will Iaccomplifh my fury upon them. 13. 
Then fhall ye know that I am the LORD, when their 
flain men fhall be among their idols round about their 
altars, upon every high hill in all the tops of the moun- 
tains, and under every green tree, and under every 
thick oak, the place where they did offer fweet favour 
to all their idols. 14. So will I ft retch out my hand 



C H A I*. VII. 

In this chapter the approaching ruin of the land of Ifrael is mfl par- 
ticularly foretold, in ajfc&ing exprejjions, often repeated, that, if 
pojfible, they might be awakened, by repentance, to prevent it. The 
prophet mvjl tell the?n, I . 'That it will be a final ruin, a compleat 
utter defiruclion, which zvould make an end of them, a rnifcrabh 
end, ver. I,— 6. 2. That it is an approaching ruin, jtift at the 
door, ver. 7, — 10. 3. Tljat it is an unavoidable nun, becaufe 
they had, by fin, brought it upon themfelves $ ver. 10,-15. 
4. That their Jlrength and wealth fbould be no fence againfl it^ 
ver. l6,« — 19. 5. That the temple, which they trifled in, Jhould 
it j elf be ruined, ver. 20,— 22. 6. That it Jhould be an univer- 
fat ruin, the fin that brought it having been univerfal, ver. 



M 



Oreover the word of the LORD came unto 



me, fayin 



2. Alfo thou fon of man, thus 



faith the LORD God unto the land of Ifrael, An end, 

the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 3; 
upon them, and make the land defolate 5 yea, more Now is the end come upon thee5 and j will fend mine 

defolate than the wildernefs towards Diblath, in all their anger l1pon thee and will : ud thee accor ding to thy 
habitations, and they fhall know that I am the LORD, 1 



ways, and will recompenfe upon thee all thine abomina- 
tions. 4. And mine eye fhall not fpare thee, neither 
will I have pity : but I will recompenfe thy ways upon 
thee* and thine abominations fhall be in the midft of 
thee, and ye fhall know that I am the LORD. 5; 
Thus faith the LORD God, An evil, an only evil, 
behold, is come. 6. An end is come, the end is come ; 



itwatcheth for thee, behold, it is come. 



The morn- 



The fame threatnings which we had before in the foregoing chap- 
ter, and in the former part of this, are here repeated, with a dire- 
ction to the prophet to lament them, that thofe he prophefied to 
might be the more affected with the forefight of them. 

1. He muft by his geftures in preaching exprefs the deep fenfe he 
had both of the iniquities and of the calamities of the houfe of Ifra- 
el, ver. 11. Smite with thy hand, and flamp with thy foot ; thus he 
muft make it to appear that he was in earneft in what he faid to 
them, that he firmly believed it, and laid it to heart 5 thus he muft 
fignify the juft difpleafure he had conceived at their fins^ and the 
juft dread he was under of the judgments coming upon them. Some 
would reject this ufe of thefe geftures, and call them antick and ri- 
diculous 5 but God bids him ufe them becaufe they might help to 
enforce the word upon fome, and give it the fetting on 5 and thofe 
that know the worth of fouls, will be content to be laughed at by 
the wits, fo they may but edify the weak. Two things the pro- 
phet muft thus lament. 1. National fins. Alas, for all the evil 
abominations of the houfe of Ifrael. Note, The fins of finners are 
the forrows of God's faithful lervants, efpccially the evil abominati- 
ms °f t"^ houfe of Ifrael, whofe fins are more abominable, and have 
raore evil in them than the fins of others. Alas ! what zvill be in 
the end hereof? 2. National judgments. To punifli them for 
thefe abominations, they Jhall fall by the fzvord, by the famine, and 
h the pefiilence. Note, It is our duty to be affected not only with 
our own fins and fufferings, but with the fins and fufterings of o- 
™ers ; and to look with compaflion upon the miferies that wicked 
People bring upon themfelves h as Chrift beheld Jerufalem, and 

Wept over it. 

i He muft inculcate what he had faid before concerning the 

Geltm&ion that was coming upon them. they were yet alive : for the vifion is touching the whole 

( 1.) They fhall be run down and ruined by a variety of judg- multitude thereof, which fhall not return: neither fhall 
.nt* ,.,u.~k /u - n 1 r " ' ' " any flrengthen himfelf in the iniquity of his life. 14. 

They haVe blown the trumpet^ even to make all ready , 
but none goeth to the battle : for my wrath is upon all 

24- A the 



ing is come upon thee, O thou that dwelleft in the 
land : the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and 
not the founding again of the mountains. 8. Now will 
I fhortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplifh. 
mine anger upon thee : and I will judge thee according 
to thy ways, and will recompenfe thee for all thine a- 
bominations. 9. And mine eye fhall not fpare,^ neither 
will I have pity : I will recompenfe thee according to 
thy ways, and thine abominations that are in the midft 
of thee, and ye fhall know that I am the LORD that 
fmiteth. 10. Behold the day, behold, it is come, the 
morning is gone forth; the rod hath bloffomed, pride 
hath budded; 11. Violence is rifen up into a rod of 
wickednefs : none of them fiiall remain, nor of their mul- 
titude, nor of any of theirs, neither foall there he wail- 
ing for them. 12. The time is come, the day draweth 
near^ let not the buyer rejoice, nor the feller mourn : 
for wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 13. For 
the feller fhall not return to that which is f6ld, although 



nxeiits, which fhall find them out, and follow them wherever they 
ar <-* 3 ver. 12. He that is far off, and thinks himfelf out of danger, 
°ecaufc out of the reach of the Chaldeans arrows, yet fhall find 
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the multitude thereof. 



Chap. VII. 



15. The fword is without* and 
the peftilence and the famine within : he that is in the 
field fhall die with the fword and he that is in the ci- 
ty, famine and peftilence lhall devour him. 

We have here fair warning given of the deftruciion of the land 
of Ifrael, which was now haftcning on apace : God, by the pro- 
phet, not only fends notice of it, but will have it inculcated in the 
fame cxpreffions, to fhew that the thing is certain, that it is near, 
that the prophet is himfelf affected with it, and defires they fhould 
be fo too, but finds them deaf, and ftupid, and unaffected. When 
the town is on fire, men do not feek for fine words, and quaint ex- 
prefiions, in which to give an account of it, but cry about the 
directs, with a Joud and lamentable voice, Fire, fire ; fo the pro- 
phet here proclaims, An end, an end, it is come, it is come, behold, 
it is co7ne : He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

1. Jin end is come, the end is come, ver. 2. and again, ver. 6. 
and, ver* 3. Novj is the end come upon thee ; the end, which all 
their wickednefs had a tendency to, and which God has often told 
them it would come to at laft, when, by his prophets, he had ask- 
ed them, TVhat will ye do in the end hereof? the end, which all 
the foregoing judgments had been working towards, as means to 
bring it about, their ruin fhall now be cornpleated ; or, the end, 
that is the period of their ftate, the final deftru&ion of their nation ; 

the deluge was the end of all flcjh, Gen. vi. 13. They had flat- 
tered themfelves with hopes that they fhould fhortly fee an end of 
their troubles ; yea, faith God, An end is come, but a miferable 
one, not the expecled end, which is promifed to the pious remnant 
among them, fer. xxlx. 1 1. It is the end, that end, which you 
have been fo often warned of ; that lajl end, which Mofes wifhed 
you to coufider, Deut. xxxii. 29. and which, becaufe Jerufalem 
remcmhrcd not, therefore Jhe came down wonder f idly, Lam. i. 9. 
This end was long in coming, but now it is come : Though the 
ruin of finners comes flowly, it comes furely : It is come, it watch- 
eth for thee, ready to receive thee. This, perhaps, looks further 
to the laft deftruftion of that nation by the Romans, which that 
by the Chaldeans was an earneft of; and ftill further, to the final 
deft ruction of the world of the ungodly : The end of all things is at 
hand ; and Jerufalem's laft end was a type of the end of the world, 
Matt. xxiv. 3. O that we could all fee that end of time and days 
very near, and the end of our own time and days much nearer, 
that we may fecure a happy lot in the end of the days / Dan. xii. 
idt. This end comes upon the four corners of the land ; the ruin, as 
it {hall be final, fo it fhall be total ; no part of the land lhall efcape, 
no, not that which lies moft remote ; fuch will the deftru&ion of 
the world be 3 all thefe things fhall be diflblved ; fuch will the de- 
ftruftion of finners be ; none can avoid it. O that the wickednefs 
of the wicked might come to an end, before it bring them to an end! 

2. An evil, an only evil, behold, is come, ver. 5. Sin is an evil, 
an only evil, an evil that lias no good in it ; it is the worft of evils ; 
but this is fpoken of the evil of trouble ; it is an evil, one evil, and 
that one fhall fuffice to effect and compleat die ruin of the nation, 
there needs no more to do its bufinefs • this one fhall make an utter 

It 




end, affii&ion needs not rife up a fecond time, Nah. 1. 9. it is an 
evil without precedent or parallel, an evil that frauds alone, you 
cannot produce fuch another inftance : It is to the impenitent an 
evil, an only evil, it hardens their hearts, and irritates their corrup- 
tions ; whereas there were thofe to whom it was (anftified by the 
grace of God, and made a means of much good 3 they were fent 
into Babylon for their good, Jer. xxiv. 5. The wicked have the 
dregs of that cup to drink, which, to the righteous, is full of ?nix- 
iures of mercy, Pfalm lxxv. 8.- The fame affliction is to us either 
a half evil, or an only evil, according as we carry our felves under 
it, and make ufc of it : But when an end, the end is come upon 
the wicked world, then an evil, an only evil comes upon it, and 
not till then. The foreft of temporal judgments have their allays, 
but the torments of the damned are an evil, cm only evil. 



3. The time is come, the fet time for the inflicting of this only evil, 
and the making of this full end - 3 for to all God's purpofes there is 
a time, a proper time, and that prefixed, in which the purpofe fljall 
have its accomplifhment ; particularly the time of reckoning with 
wicked people, and rendering to them according to their deferts, 
is fixed the day of the revelation of the righteous judgment of God ; 
and be fees, whether, we fee it or no, that his day is coming. This 
they are here told of again and again, ver. 10. Behold, the day, that 
has lingered fo long, is come at laft, behold, it is come : The time is 
come, the day dravjs near, the day of trouble is near, ver. 7, 12. 
Though threatned judgments may be long deferred, yet they fhall 
not be dropped, the time for executing them will come. Though 
God's paticiice may put them off, nothing but man's fincere re- 
pentance and reformation will put them bv. The morning is come 
upon thee, ver. 7. and again, ver. 10. The morning is gone forth-, 
the day of trouble dawns, the day of deftru£fion is already begun. 
The morning difcovers that which was hidden they thought their 



fecrct fins ihould never come to light, 
brought to light* 



but now' they will be 
f.,..- ,~ They ufcd to try and execute malefactors in the 

morning, and fuch a morning of judgment and execution is now 
coming upon them, a day of trouble to finners, the year of their vi- 

Jitaiim* See how ftupid thefe people were, that though the day of 



t 



their, deftruc-tion was already begun, yet they were not aware 
but muft be thus told of it again and attain ! <rv ' ' e °fi 



The day of if?* lt > 

1. e. not a meer echo, or report or troubles, as they were vir ' 
to think it was, nothing but a groundlefs furmife ; as if 



real trouble, is near, and not the founding again of the n^i'^ 



received were duc an empiy jcuna, reveroeratea rrom the movt • ; 
Noj the trouble is not a fancy, and fo you will fbon find, * ms * 



4. All this comes from God's wrath, not allayed, as 



dee 



it has been, with mixtures of mercy: This is the fountain r 
which all thefe calamities flow ; and this is the wormwood aiJ°f. 
gall, in the affliction and the ?nifery, which makes it bitter i n( j / 
ver. 3. 1 will fend mine anger upon thee. Obferve, God is Lord f 
his anger ; it doth not break out but when he pleafeth, nor f a ({ 
upon any, but as he directs it, and gives it commiflion. The ex* 
preflion rifeth higher, ver. 8. Jsfow will I fhortly pour out ?ny 
upon thee in full vials, a7id accomplifo mine anger, all the purnoF 
and all the produces of it, upon thee. This wrath doth not finj^ 
out here and there one to be made examples, but it is upon alhh 
jmdtitude thereof, ver. 12, 14. the whole body of the nation is be 
come a veffel of wrath, fitted for dejlrnfiim. God doth fbmetimes 
in wrath remember mercy, but now he faith, Mine eye Jball j% 
fpare thee, neither will I have pity, ver. 4. and again, Wt 1 
they fhall have judgment without ?ncrcy, that made light of mcrcv 
when it was offered thern. 

5. All this is the juft punifnmcnt of their fins, and it is what 
they have by their own foJlv brought upon themfelves. T^his i 3 
much infifted on here, that they might be brought to juflify God 
in all he had brought upon them. God never fends his anger but 
in wifdom and juflicc, and therefore it follows, / zviil judge 
according to thy ways, ver. 3. I will examine what thy ways have 
been, compare them with the law, and then deal with thee accor- 
ding to the merit of them, and recompenfe them to thee, ver. 4, 
Note, In the heavieft judgments God infli£rs upon finners, he doth 
but recompenfe their own ways- upon them ; they are beaten with their 
own rod. And when God comes to reckon with a fmful people, 
he will bring every provocation to account ; I will recompenfe vpm 
thee all thine abo?mnations, ver. 3. and now thine iniquity jballhe 
found to be hateful, Pfalm xxxvi. 2, and thine abominations Jhall k 
in the midji of thee, ver. 4. i t e. the fecret wickednefs fhall now 
be brought to light, and that fhall appear to have been in the midft 
of thee, which before was not fu /peeled ; and thy fin fhall now be- 
come an abomination to thy felf; fo the abomination of iniquity will 
be, when it comes to be an abomination. of dejolation, Matt. xxiv. 
15. Or, thine abominations, i.e. the punifhments of them, JhaH 
be in the midft of thee, i. e. they fhall reach to t'ljy heart : See Jer. 
iv. 18. Or, therefore God will not fpare, nor have pity, becaufe 
even then when he is reco?npcnfing their zvays upon them, yet in 
their dijirefs they trefpafs yet more \ their abominations are ftill in the 
midjl of them, indulged and harboured in their hearts. It 
peated again, ver. 8, 9. I will judge thee, I zvill recompenfe thee. 

Two iins are particulurly inftanced in as provoking God to bring 
thefe judgments upon them, pride and oppreffion. I. God will 
humble them by his judgments, for they have magnified themfelves: 
The rod of affiiclion hath blojfo?)icd, but it was pride that budded, 
ver. 10. What buds in fin, will bloffom in fome judgment oro- 
ther : The pride of Judah and Jerufalem appeared, among all or- 
ders and degrees of men, as buds upon the tree in fpring. 2. Their 
enemies fhall deal hardly with them, for they have dealt hardly 
with one another, ver. 11. Violence is rifen up into a rod of wicked- 
nefs, i. e. their injurioufne/s to one another is protected and patro- 
nized by the power of the magiftrate. The rod of government 
was become a rod of zuickednefs ; to fuch a degree of impudence 
was violence rifen up : I faw the place of judgment that zuickeduefs 
was there, Eccl. hi. 16. Ifa. v. 7. Whatever are the fruits of 
God's judgments, it is certain our fin is the root of them. 

6. There is no efcape from thefe judgments, nor fence againft 
them, for they fhall be univerfal, and lhall bear down all before 
them, without remedy. 

(1.) Death, in its various fnapes, {hall ride triumphantly, both 
in town and country, both within the city, and without it, ver. 
15. Men lhall be fafe no where, for he that is in the field fiall 
die by the fword, every field fhall be to them a field of battle; am 
he that is in the city, though it be a holy city, yet it fhall not be 
his protection, but famine and pejlilence Jhall devour him : Sin had 
abounded both in city and country, Iliacos intra muros pcccatw'& 
extra, and therefore in both defolations are made. 

(2.) None of thofe that are marked for death fhall efcape ; there 
jhall none of them remain ; none of thofe proud oppreflbrs that did 
violence to their poor ncigbours with the rod of wickednefs, 
of them fhall be left, but they fhall be all fwept away by the defo- 
lation that is coming, ver. 11. None of their multitude, i. e. of tne 
rabble, whom they fet on to do mifchief, and to countenance them 
in doing it ; to cry, Crucify, crucify fuch as they were refolded to 
run down ; none- of them jhall remain, nor none of theirs ; their a- 
milies fhall all be deftroyed, and neither root nor branch W 
them ; this ?nnltitude, this mob, divine vengeai ice will in a parti- 
cular manner fatten upon ; for wrath is upon all the wttlli ut *■ 
thereof, ver, 12, 14, and the vifion was touching the ivhole niuiii^ 
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er 13. the bulk of the common people; the judgments 
thereof^ carry them away by v/holefale, and they {hall neither 
coming f e i V es, nor their matters, vvlicfe creatures and tools they 
4' cure . God's judgments, when they come with commiffion, can- 

overpowered by multitudes. Though hand join in handy yet 

TnL the wicked go unpixnijhed. 

T rp ho f e that fall fhall not be lamented, ver. II. there Jhall 
^ (3 '' wa ' t fi tt g for them, for there mall be none left to bewail them, 

but 1U ^* ~~ , £ men fl ia ll rather congratulate than condole the 



, 0 f their friends, as reckoning thofe happy that are taken a- 



fuch as are haftening apace after them : And the times (hall 

■ 

from 'fcei"S thefe deflations, and fharing in them, y<r. xvi. 

45 5- q-j ie y {foil not be able to make any refinance. The de- 
• o-one forth, and ^//&» concerning them jft*// iwf return* 
CrCC t-2 God will not recall it, and they cannot defeat it; and 
^f' fore it Jhall not return, re infecta, but fliall accomplifij that for 
f'j foe [ends it. God's word will take place, and then, 1. Par- 
• far perfons cannot make their part good againft God ; nc 



no man 



3 



fh II flrcngthen himfelf in the iniquity of his life, i. e. it will be to 
nurpofe for finners to fet God and his judgments at defiance as 
Tvufed to do; none ever hardened his heart again/l God and pro- 

Thofe that ftrengthen themfelves in their wickednefs, will 
"te found not only to weaken, but to ruin themfelves, Pfalm lii. 7. 

The multitude cannot refift the torrent of thefe judgments, nor 
make head againft them, ver. 14. They have blotvn the trumpet , to 
-11 their foldiers together, and to animate and encourage thofe 
whom they have got together ; and thus they think to 7nake all 
f j Y but all in vain, none lift themfelves, and thofe that do, 
have not courage to face the enemy. Note, If God be againft us, 
none can be for us, to do us any fervice. 

(5-) They fhall have no hope of the return of their profperity, 
with which to fupport themfelves in their adverfity ; they fhall have 
Given up all for gone ; and therefore, let ?iot the buyer rejoice, that 
he is increafing his eftate, and is become a purchafer ; neither let 
the fitter mown, that he is leflening his eftate, and is become a 
bankrupt, ver. II. See tiie vanity of the things of this world, 
and how worthlcfs they are ! that in a time of trouble when we 
have mod: need of them, we may, perhaps, make leaft account of 
them : They that have fold are the more eafy, having the lefs to 
lofe ; and they that have bought have but increafed their own 
cares and fears : Becaufe the faJhio?i of this zvorld pajfeth atvay, let 
thofe that buy be as though they poffejjed not, becaufe they know not 
how foon they may be difpoflefled, I Cor. vii. 29. It is added, 
wr. 12. The feller J))all not return, at the year of jubilee, to that 
which is fold, according to the law, though he fhould efcape the 
fword and peftilence, and live till that year comes ; for no inheri- 
tances fhall be enjoyed here, till the feventy years be accomplifhed, 
and then men fhall return to their pofleffions, fhall claim and have 
their own again, in the belief of which, Jeremiah, about this time, 
hught his uncle's field, yet, according to the charge, the buyer did 
not rejoice, but complain, Jer. xxxii. 25. 

Laftly, God will be glorified in all : Te Jhall know that lam the 
Lord, vet. 4. that lam the Lord that fmiteth, ver. 9. Ycu look at 
fecond caufes, and think it is Nebuchadnezzar that fmites you, but 
you fhall be made to know he is but the ftafK, it is the hand of 
the Lord that fmiteth you ; and who knows the weight of his 
hand ? Thofe who would not know it was the Lord that did them 
good, fliall be made to know it is the Lord that fmiteth them ; for 
one way or other he will be owned. 

16. 5 But they that efcape of them, fhall efcape, and 
Jhall be on the mountains like doves of the vallies, all 
of them mourning, every one for his iniquity. 17. 
All hands fhall be feeble, and all knees fhall be weak 



as water. 



the?nfel 



Jhall 



deaths-, and efcape only like Cain, to be fugitives and vagabonds, and 
afraid of being flain by every one they meet ; fo fliall thefe here be. 

iv They fliall have no comfort or fatisfa&iort in their own minds*, 
but be in continual anguifh and terror^ for wherever they go, they 
carry about with them guilty confeiences, which make them a bur- 
then to themfelves, 

(t.) They fhall be always fblitary, and under prevailing melan- 
choly ; they fhall not be in the cities or places of concourfe, but 
all alone upon the mountains, not caring for fbcrety, but fhy of itj 

as being afhamed of the low circumftances to which they are re- 
duced. 

(2.) They fhall be always forrowful : Thofe have reafon to be 
fo that are under the tokens of God's difpleafure, and God can 
make thofe fo, that have been mofl: jovial and fet forrow at defi- 
ance.. They that, when time was, thought themfelves as the lions 
of the mountains, fo daring were they, now become as the doves of 
the vallies, fo fneaking are they and fo difpirited,'' ready to flee when 



none purfues, ana to cremDie at tne ma icing or a lea?. l iicy are 
all of them mourning, not with a godly forrow, but .with the for- 

rciu of the world, which worketh death, every one for his iniquity, 
i. e. for thofe calamities which they now fee their iniquity lias 
brought upon them ; not only the iniquity of the land, but their 
own : they fhall then be brought to acknowledge what they have 
each of them contributed to the national guilt. Note, Sooner or 
later fin will have forrow of one kind or other, and thofe that 
will not repent of their iniquity* may juftly be left to pine away 
in it ; that will not mourn for it as it is an offence to God, fliall be 
made to mourn for it as it is a fhamc and ruin to themfelves ; to 
mourn at the la/I, when the firjh and body are confumed, audio fay, 
How have I hated injlruclion ! Pro v. v. II. 

(3.) They fhall be deprived of all their ftrength of body and 
mind, ver. 17. All hands fhall he feeble, fo that they fhall not be 
able to fight, or defend themfelves, and all knees fliall be weak as 
water, fo that they fliall not be able to flee, nor to ftand their 
ground : they fhall feel an univerfal colliquation, their knees jhall 
flow as zuater, fo that they muft fall of courfe. Note, It is folly 
for the Jlrong man to glory in his Jlrcngth, for God can foon weaken 
it. 

(4.) They fliall be deprived of all their hopes, and fliall aban- 
don themfelves to defpair, ver. 18. they fhall have nothing to hold 
up their fpirits with, their afpefls fhall {hew what are their profpeci% 
all dreadful, for they fliall gird themfelves with J'ackcloth, as having 
no expectation ever to wear better clothing, horror Jhall cover them, 
and fliame, and haldrtcfs, all the exprefTions of a defperate forrow* 
Ifa. xvii. 11. Note, Thofe who will not be kept from fin, by fear 
and fhame, fliall, by fear and fliame, be puiiifhed for it 5 fuch is 
the conftifion that fin v/ill end in. 

2. They fliall have no benefit by their wealth and riches, but 
fhall be perfectly fick of them, ver. 19. They that were reduced 
to this diftrefs were fuch as had had abundance of fiver and gold, 
money, and plate, and jewels, and other valuable goods ; from 
which they promifed themfelves a great deal of advantage in times 
of publick trouble ; they thought it would be their Jlrong city, that 
with it they could bribe enemies and buy friends, that it would be 
the ranfom of their lives, and that they could never want bread 
as long as they had money, and that money zuould anfwer all things^ 
but fee how it proved ; (1.) It had been a great temptation to them 
in the day of their profperity 3 they fet their affections upon it, and 
put their confidence in it ; by their eager purfuit of it they were 
drawn into fin, and by their plentiful enjoyment of it they were 
hardened in. fin : and thus it was the ftumbling-block of their ini- 
quity, it occafioned their falling into fin, and obfrructed their re- 
turn to God. Note, There are many whofe wealth is their (hare 
and ruin ; the gaining of the world is the lofing of their fouls, it 
makes them proud, fecure, covetous, opprefiive, voluptuous, and 
that which, if well ufed, might have been the fervant of their 
piety, being abufed becomes the jl ambling- block of their iniquity m 
(2.) It was no relief to them now in the day of their adverfity ; 
for, 1. Their gold and fiver could not protect them from the judg- 
ments of God, they fjall not be able to deliver them in the day of 
the wrath of the Lord, they fliall not ferve to atone his juftice, or 
turn away his wrath, nor to fcreen them from the judgments he is 
bringing upon them. Note, Riches profit not in the day of wrath*, 
Prov. xi. 4. they neither fet them fo high as that God's judgments 
cannot reach them, nor make them fo frrong as that they cannot 
conquer them. There is a day of wrath coming, when it will 
appear that mens wealth is utterly unable to deliver them or do 
them any fervice. What the better was the rich man for his 
full barns when his foul was required of him -> or that other rich 
man for his purple, and fcarlet, and fumptucus fare, when in hell 
he could not procure a drop of water to cool his tongue f Money 
is no defence againft the arrefls of death, nor any alleviation to 
the miferies of the damned. 2. Their geld and fiver could not 
give them any content under their calamities. (1.) They could 
not fill their bowels ; when there was no bread left in the city, 



upon all faces, and baldnefs upon all their heads. 19. 
They fliall call their filver in the ftreets, and their gold 
Avail be removed : their filver and their gold fhall not 
be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the 
LORD : they fliall not fatisfy their fouls, neither fill 
their bowels : becaufe it is the ftumbling-block of their 
iniquity, 20. 5 As for the beauty of his ornament, he 
let it in majefty : but they made the images of their a^- 
dominations, and of their deteftable things therein : 
therefore have I fet it far from them. 21. And I will 
give it into the hands of the ftrangers for a prey* and 
to the wicked of the earth for a fpoil, and they fliall 
pollute it. 22. My face will I turn alfo from them, 
^nd they fliall pollute my feeret place : for the robbers 
fliall enter into it and defile it. 

We have attended the fate of thofe that are cut off, arid are 
n <*v to attend the flight of thofe that have an opportunity of out- 
running the danger 5 fbme of them jhall efcape, ver. 16. but what 

e " ette r ? as good die once, as in a milbrable life die a thoufand J 



none to be had for love or money, their filver and gold could not 
(atisfy their hunger, nor ferve to make one meal's meat for them; 
Note, We could better be without mines of gold, than fields of 
corn 5 the products of the earth which may eafily be gathered from 
the furface of it, are much greater bleflings to mankind than its 

treafures 
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trcafures, which are with fo much difficulty and hazard digged out 
of its bowels, if God give us daily bread we have reafon to be 
'thankful, and, no reafon to complain, though filver and gold we 
'have none. (2.) Much lefs could they fatisfy their fouls, or yield 
them any inward comfort. Note, The wealth of this world has 
not that in it which will anfwer the defires of the foul, or'be any 
fatisfa&ion to it in a day of diftrefs. He that loveth filver Jhall 
not he fatisfied tuith filver,, much lefs he that lofeth it. 3. Their 
gold and filver Jhall be thrown into the Jlreets, either by the hands 
of the enemy, who fhall have more fpoil than they care for, or 
can carrv away ; filver fhall be nothing accounted of, they fhall 
cafl thai in the flreets ; but the gold, which is more valuable, fhall 
be removed and brought to Babylon ; or, they themfelves fhall 
throw away tbeir fiver and gold, either becauie it would be an en- 
cumbrance to them and retard their flight, or becaufe it would 
expofe them, and be a temptation to the enemy to cut their throats 
for their money 5 or, in indignation at it, becaufe they found that 
after all the care and pains they had taken to fcrape it together and 
hoard it up they found it would ftand them in no ftead, but do 
them a mifchief rather. Note, The world paffeth away$ and the 
lufl thereof, 1 John ii. 17. The time may come when worldly 
men will be as weary of their wealth as now they are wedded to it, 
when thofe fare beft that have leaft, 

3. GodV temple fhall ftand them in no ftead, ver. 20, 2r. 22. 
This they had prided themfelves in, and promifed themfelves fe- 
curity from, jfer. vii. 4. Mich. iii. 11. but this confidence of 
theirs fhall fail them* Obferve, (1.) The great honour God had 
done to that people in fetting up his fancStuary among them, ver. 
20. As for the beauty of his ornament, that holy and beautifid houfe 
Where they and their fathers praifed Gcd, Ifa. lxiv. 11. which was 
therefore beautiful, becaufe holy. It was called the beauty of holU 
vefs, and that is the beauty of its ornament ; it was alfo adorned 
with gold and gifts ; as for this, he fet it in majefy, every thing 
was contrived to make it magnificent, that it might help to make 
the people of Ifrael the more illuflrious among their neighbours, 
He built his fancluary like high palaces, Pfal. lxxviii. 69. it was a 
glorious high throne from the beginning, jer. xvii. 12. But, (2.) 
Here is the great difnonour they had done to God in profaning his 
fancStuary ; they made the images of their counterfeit deities, which 
they fet up in rivalfhip with God, and which are here called their 
abominations and their deteflable things, for fb they were to God, 
and fo they fhould have been to them, and thefe they fet up in 
God's temple, than which a greater affront could not be put upon 
him. And therefore (3.) It is here threatned that they fhall be 
deprived of the temple; and it fhall be no fuccour to them, there- 
fore have I fet it far from them, i. e. fent them far from it, fo that 
it is out of the reach of their fer vices, and they out of the reach of 
its influencess. Note, God's ordinances and the privileges of a 
profeffion of religion will juftly be taken away from thofe that 
defpife and profane them. Nay, they fhall not only be kept at a 
diftance from the temple, but the temple fhall be involved in the 
common defolation, ver. 21. the Chaldeans that are f rangers, and 
therefore have no veneration for it, that are the wicked of the earth, 
and therefore have an antipathy to it, fhall have it for a prey, and 
for a fpoil, all the ornaments and treafures of it fhall fall into their 
hands, who will make no difference between that and other plun- 
der ; this was a grief to the faints in Zion, who complained of no- 
thing fb much as of that which the enemy did wickedly in the fanclu- 
ary, Pfal. lxxiv. 3. but it was the punifhment of the finners in 
Zion, who by profaning the temple with Jlrange gods provoked 
God to fuffer it to be profaned by flrange nations, and to turn his 
face from them that did it, as if he had not feen them and their 
crimes ; and from them that deprecated it, as not regarding them 
and their prayers. Let the foldiers do as they will, let them enter 
into the fecret place, into the holy of holies, as robbers, let them 
ftrip it. let them pollute it, its defence is departed, and then fare- 
wel all its glory. Note, Thofe are unworthy to he honoured with 
the form of godlinefs that will not he governed by the power of 

godlinefs. 



Where 



23. 5 Make a chain : for the land is full of bloody 
crimes, and the city is full of violence. 24, 
fore I will bring the worft of the heathen, and they 
ihall poffefs their houfes : I will alfo make the pomp of 
the ftrong to ceafe, and their holy places fhall be de- 
Bled. 25. DeftrucfHon cometh, and they fhall feek 
peace, and there fhall he none. 26. Mifchief fhall come 
upon mifchief, and rumour fhall be upon rumour ; then 
lhall they feek a vifion of the prophet : but the law 
fhall perifli from the prieft, and counfel from the anci- 

27. The king lhall mourn, and the prince fhall 
be clothed with defolation, and the hands of the people 
of the land fhall be troubled : I will do unto them after 
their way, and according to their deferts will I judge 
them, and they fhall know that I am the LORD. 

Here is, r. The pri/bner arraigned ; Make a chain, in which 
to drag the criminal to the bar and fet him before the tribunal of 



ents. 



done 



divine juftice ; let him ftand. in fetters, (as a notorious m a ] r 
ftand pinioned to receive his doom., . Note, Thofe that b 
bands of God's laws afundcr and cajl azvay thofe cords f ^ 
will find themfelves bound and held by the chains of h\ s m^'H 
which they cannot break, or caft from them. The chairff^' 
fied the fiege of Jerufalem, or the flavery of thofe that were • 
ed into captivity, or that they were all bound over to the ri 
judgment of God, referved in chains. 

2. The indictment drawn up againft the prifoner ; *fhe / : 
full of bloody crimes, full of the judgments of blood, fo the 
/. e. of the guilt of blood which they had fhed under the colo 
juftice, and by forms of law, with the folemnity of a judo-^ 
The innocent blood which ManafTeh fhed, it is probable thu^' 
by the judgment of the blood was the meafu re-filling fi n 0 f t 5 
lem, 2 Kings xxiv. 4. Or, it is full of fuch crimes as by the! 
were to be punifhed with death, the judgment of blood • M] 
blafphemy, witchcraft, fodomy, and the like, were bloody c ^ 
for which particular fiwners were to die 5 and therefore when th 
were become national, there was no remedy but the nation 1 
be cut off. Note, Bloody crimes will be puniflied with bloody */ 
ments. The city, the city of David, the holy city, that fhofl 
have been the pattern of righteoufnefs^ the prote&or of it 5 an( |![ 
punifher of wrong, is now full of violence ; the rulers of \hat c t! 
having greater power and reputation , are greater opprefFors tha 
any others. This was fadly to be lamented, How is the faithn 
city become a harlot ! t * 

3. Judgment given upon this indictment. God will recto 
with them, not only for the profaning of his fan&uary, but [ 
the perverting of juftice between man and man, for as holinefshl 
comes his houfe, fo the righteous Lord loveth righieoufnefs, and is the 
avenger of liririghteoufnefs. Now the judgment given is, 

1. That fince they had walked in the way of the heathen, an( j 
ae worfe than they, God would bring the ,worft of the beaiha 

upon them to deftroy them and lay them wafte, the moft barbaroir 
and outrageous, that h3ve the leaft companion to mankind, and die 
greateft antipathy to the Jews. Note, Of the heathen feme are 
worfe than other, and God fbmetimes picks out the worft to be 3 
fcourge to his own people, becaufe he intends them for the fire 
when the work is done. 

2. That lince they had filled their hcufes with goods unjufily 
got, and ufed their pomp and power for the crufliing and oppreflin* 
of the weak, God would give their houfes to be poflelTed, and aU 
the furniture of them to be enjoyed by ftrangers, and mabtU 

-pomp of the flrorig to ceafe, fo that their great men fhould not dazzle 
the eyes of the' weak- figh ted with their pomp, nor with their might 
at any time prevail againft right > as they had done. 

3. That fince they had defiled the holy places with their idolatries, 
God would defile the'm with his judgments ; fince they had fet up 
the images of other gods in the temple, God would remove 
thence the tokens of the prefence of their own God. When the 
holy places are deferted by their God, they will foon be defiled by 
their enemies. 

4. Since they had followed one fin with another, God would 
purfae them with one judgment upon another. Dejlruclion co?mth> 
utter deflruclion, yer. 25. for there fhall come mifchief upon mif- 
chief to ruin you, and rumour upon rumour to frighten you •> like 
the waves in a ftorrn, one upon the neck of another, Note, Sin- 
ners that are marked for ruin fhall be profecuted to it, for God will 
overcome when he judgeth. 

5. Since they had difappcinted God's expectations from them, 
he would difappoint their expectations from him. For, (1.) They 
fhall not have the deliverance out of their troubles that they expeft; 
they fhall feek peace, i. e. they fhall defire it, and pray for it, they 
fhall endeavour it and expeit it, but there Jhall be none, their at- 
tempts both to court their enemies, and to conquer them, fliall be 
in vain, and their troubles fhall grow worfe and worfe. (2.) They 
fhall not have the direction in the trouble that they expe&, ver. 26. 
they fhall feek a vifion of the prophet, fhall defire, for their iupport 
under their troubles, to he afTured of a happy ifTue out of them; 
they did not defire a vifion to reprove them for fin, or to warn 
them of danger, but to promife them deliverance 3 fuch mefiages 
they longed to hear ; but the law Jhall perifh from the prieft he 
fhall have no words eirher of counted or comfort to fay to them : 
They would not hear what God had to fay to them by way of 
conviction, and therefore he has nothing to fay to them by way of 
encouragement. Counfel Jhall pc?~ifj from the ancients ; tire elders 
of the people that fhould advife them what to do in this difficult 
juncture fhall be infatuated and at their wit's end. It is bad with- 
a people when thofe that fhould be their councilors know not 
how to confider within themfelves, confult wkh one another, or 
counfel them. 

6. Since they had animated and encouraged one another to m, 
God would difpirit and difhearten them all, fo that they ftioulu not 
be able to make head againft the judgments of God that were 
breaking in upon them. All ozxlers and degrees of men fhall he 
down by conient under' the load, ver. 27, The king, that ftoulu 



infpire life into them, and the prince, that fhould lead them on to 
attack the enemy, they Jj jail mourn, and be cloathed zvith de/slaM 9 
their heads and hearts fhall fail, their politicks and their courage, 

and then no wonder if the hands of the people of the hrd 
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Chap: VIII. 




for them be troubled* none of the men of might fhall 



{houW What can men contrive or do for themfelves 

find thejr A ^ rtP( \ f r0 m them, and appears aeainft them ? All 
v/hcn 



God is departed from them, and appears againft them ? 

all in trouble* when 'God comes to judge 



i needs be in tears* an in trouorc* wiien ooa comes to juage 
0 nr/iin? to their deferts* and fo make them know, to their 



coft, 



that he is the Lord, the God to whom vengeance belongs. 



* 



CHAP. VIII. 



f j r , r v : m given the prophet a clear forcfight of the peoples miferies 

* v^a^iYirr nil. here pives him a clear infivht into the -heotles 




I- 



\ariicularly reprove the Jins of the people* and with the ?/iore 

Ttisfa£li° ?l forctel their nan. Here God* in vifion* brings him 
J a J r~i^„ f 0 Jhew him the fois that were coimnittcd there* 



•4. and there 



to ^entfalenh . . . 

IjtaU W cwrf^rf wrfA //^w, ver. 1 

7* Li, ("I J ^ image of jealoufy fet up at the gate of the altar* 
ver 5>b* e ^ ers °f V rae l worjliipping all ?nanner of 

- \na^esin a fecret cha?nber* ver. 7, — 12. ( 3.) 77;* women- zvecp- 
imfor Tammuz* ver. 13, 14. (4-0 The men zvorfjipping the fun* 

ver I5> ^ 7Z< ^ *^ 7Z a PP ea ^ s t0 b ' zm w b ct b er fab a provoking 

pople jbould have any pity /hewed them* ver, 17, 18. 

j AND it came to pafs in the fixth year, in the 
' /\ fixth month* in the fifth day of the month, as 
\ flit in mine houfe, and the elders of Judah fat before 
that the hand of the LORD God fell there upon 
me. 2 - Then I beheld, and lo, a likenefs as the ap- 
pearance of fire :. from the appearance of his loins even 
downward, fire : and from his loins even upward, as the 
appearance of brightnefs, as the colour of amber. 3. 
And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by 
a lock of mine head, and the fpirit lift me up between 
the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the vifions 
of God to Jerufalem, to the door of the inner gate, that 
looketh toward the north, where was the feat of the 
image of jealoufy, which provoketh to jealoufy. 
And behold, the glory of the God of Ifrael 



me 



ivas 



4- 
there, 



according to the vifion that I faw in the plain. 5. 
5 Then laid he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes 
now the way towards the north : fo I lift up mine eyes 
the way to wards the north, and behold, northward at the 
gate of the altar, this image of jealoufy in the entry. 6. He 
laid furthermore unto me, Son of man, feeft thou what 
they do ? even the great abominations that the houfe of 
Ifrael committeth here, that I fliould go far off from my 
fanttuary but turn thee yet again, and thou fiialt fee 
greater abominations. 

Ezekiel was now in Babylon, but the mefiages of wrath he had 
delivered in the foregoing chapters concerning Jerufalem, for in the 
peace or trouble thereof the captives looked upon themfelves to have 
peace or trouble ; and therefore here he has a vifion of what was 
done at Jerufalem, and this vifion is continued to the clofe of the 
nth chapter. 

1. Here is the date of this vifion. The firfi: vifion he had was 
in the fifth year of the captivity^ in the fourth ??ionth* and the fifth 
day of the month* chap. i. 1. This was juft 14 months after. Per- 
haps it was after he had lain 390 days on his left fide, to bear the 
iniquity of Ifrael, and before he began the forty days on his right 
fide, to bear the iniquity of Judah, for now he was fitting in the 
houfe, net lying. Note, God keeps a particular account of the 

mefiages he fends to us, becaufe he will fhortly call us to account 
about them. 

2. The opportunity is taken notice of, as well as the time. 
(1.) The prophet was hi in (elf fitting in his houfe* in a fedate 

compofed frame •* deep, perhaps, in contemplation. Note, The 
more we retreat from the world, and retire into our own hearts, 
the better frame we are in for communion with God : they that 
fit down to confidcr what they have learned (hall be taught more. 
Or, he fate in his houfe ready to preach to the company that re- 
torted to him, but waiting for inftru&ions what to fay. ' God will 
( communicate more knowledge to thofe who arc communicative of 
r what they do know. (2.) The elders of Judah* that were now 
•y m captivity with him, fat before him. It is probable it was on the 
]■ fabbath-day, and that it was ufual for them to attend on the pro- 
'{ P'] et e yery (abbath-day, both to hear the word from him, and to 
;■' J 0ln WIf h him in prayer and prai/e : and how could they fpend the 
: wbbath better, now they had neither temple nor fynagogue, pricft 
! 10r star ? It was a great mercy that they had opportunity to fpend 
"fo well, as the good people in Elifna's time, ?. Kings W. 23. 
ut fome think it was on 10 me extraordinary occaficn that they at- 
; tended him, to enquire of the Lord, and fat down at his feet to 
} car bis word. Obfervc here, 1. When the law was perijhed 
I P'om the prie/ls at jf^ruililem, whofc lips Jbould keep knowledge* chap. 



, "* 

vii. 26. they in Babylon had a prophet 
tied to places or per (bus. 2. Now the 



to confultv God is ncr 
elders of Judah were in 
captivity, they paid more refpe£t to God's prophets, and his word 
in their mouth, than they' did when they lived in peace in their 
own land. When God brings men into the cords of affliction* 
then he opens their ears to difcipline* Job xxxvi. 8, to. Pfal. cxli.6* 
Thofe that defpHed vifion in the valley of vifion* prized it now the 
word of the Lord was precious, and there was 720 open vifion. 
3. When our teachers are driven into corners, and are forced to 
preach in private houfes, we muft diligently attend them there. 
A miniftcrs houfe mould be a church for all his neighbours. St* 
Paul preached in his own hired houfe at Rome, and God owned 
him there ; and no man forbad him. 

The divine influence and impreflion that the prophet was now 

God's hand took 



3- 



under, the hand of the Lord fell there upon me. 
hold of him, and arrefted him, as it were, to employ him in this 
vifion, but at the fame time fupported him to bear it. 

4. The vifion that the prophet faw, ver. 2. he beheld a likenefs 
of a man, we may fuppofe ; for that was the likenefs he faw before, 
but it v/as all brightnefs above the girdle, and all fire below ; fire 
and flame. This agrees with the defcription we had before of the 
apparition he faw, chap. i. 27. and it likely it was the fame per- 
fon, the man Chrift Jefus. It is likely the elders that fat with 
him (as the men that journeved with Paul faw a light, and were 
afraid) and this happy fight they gained by attending the prophet 
in a private meeting, but they had no diitincl: view of him that 
fpakc to him, Atis xxii. 9. 

5. The prophet's remove in vifion to Jerufalem. The appari- 
tion he faw put forth the form of a hand* which took him by a lock 
of his head* and the Spirit was that hand which was put forth* 
for the Spirit of God is called the finger of God. Or, The fpirit 
within him lifted him up* fo that he was born up and carried on 
by an internal principle, not an external violence. A faithful 
ready fervant of God will be drawn by a hair* by the. leafi: intima- 
tion of the divine* will to his duty, for he has that within him which 
inclines him to a compliance with it, Pfal. xxvii. 8. He was mi- 
raculoufly lifted up between heaven and cartb* as if he were to fly- 
away upon eagles wings. This, it is probable, (fo Grotius thinks) 
the elders that fat with him faw ; they were witnefies of the hand 
taking him by the lock of hair and lifting him up* and then, per- 
haps, laying him down again in a trance or ecftafy, while he had 
the following vifions, whether in the body or out of the body* we may 
fuppofe, he could not tell* no more than Paul in a like cafe, much 
lefs can we. Note, Thofe are beft prepared for communion with 
God, and the communications of divine light, that by divine grace 
are railed above the earth, and the things of it, to be out of their 
attractive force. 

But being lifted up towards heaven, he was carried in vifion to 
Jerulalem, and to God's fancluary there ; for thofe that would go 
to heaven muft take that in their way. The Spirit reprefented to 
his mind the city and temple as plainly as if he had been there in 
perfon. O that by faith we could thus enter into the Jerufalem, 
the holy city above, and fee the things that are invifible ! 

6. The difcoveries that were made to him there. 

I. There he few the glory of God, ver. 4. Behold* the glory of 
the God of Ifrael was there* the fame appearance of the living crea- 
tures, and the wheels, and the throne that he had feen chap. i. 
Note, God's fervants, wherever they are, and whitherfoever they 
go, ought to carry about them a believing regard to the glory of 
God, and/ to fet that always before them: and thofe that have 
feen God's power and glory in the fancluary fliould defire to fee it 
again, fo as thev have feen it, Pfal. lxiii. 2. Ezekiel has this re- 
peated vifion of the glory of God, both to give credit to, and to 
put honour upon the following difcoveries. But it fecms to have 
a further intention here ; it was to aggravate this fin of Ifrael, in 
changing their own God, the God of Ifrael, who is a God of fo 




idolatry, which turns his truth into a lie, his glory into fhame. 
It was alio to aggravate their approaching mifery, when this glory 
of the Lord mould remove from them, chap. xi. 23. and leave the 

houfe and city defolate. 

2. There lie faw the reproach of Ifrael, and that was the image 
of jealoufy* fet northward* at tht gate of the altar* ver. 3, 5. 
What image this was is uncertain ; probably, an image of Baal, or 
of the grove, which Manafleh made and fet in the temple, 2 King s 
xxi. 7/2 Chron. xxxiii. 3. which Jofiah removed, but his iiiccef- 
fbrs, it feems, replaced there, as probably they did the chariots of the 
fun* which he found at the entring in of ike houfe of the Lord* 
2 Kings xxiii. 11. and this is here laid to be in the entry. ^ But the 
prophet, inftead of telling us what image it was, which might 
gratify our curiofity, tells'us, it was the image of jcaloufy\ to con- 
vince our confidences, that whatever image it was, it was in the 
higheft degree ofrciifwe to God, and provoked him to jealoufy * he 
relented it" as a husband would refent the whoredoms of his wife, 




houje of 

the matters of his worihip that we ; 

24 B 



particularly told, / the Lord 

■thy 



Chap, VIII 



E Z E KI E 




Ghap, Vm 




thy God am a jealous God. They that placed this image at the 
■door of the inner gale, where the people aflembled, called the gate 
of the altar, ver. 5. thereby plainly intended, (1.) To affront God, 
to provoke him to his face, by advancing an idol to be a rival 
with him for the adorations of his people, in contempt of his law, 
and in defiance of his juftice. (2.) To debauch the people, and 
toick them up as they were entring into the courts of the Lord's 
houfe to bring their offerings to him, and to tempt them to offer 
them to this image ; like the adulterefs Solomon defcribes, that fits 
at the door of her houfe, to call paffengers who go right on their ways, 
JVhofo is ftmple let him turn in hither, Pro v. ix. 14. With good 
reafon therefore is this called the iinage of jealoufy. 

We may well imagine what a furprize, and what a grief it was 
to Ezekiel to fee this image in the houfe of God, when he was in 
hopes that the judgments they were under had, by this time, 
wrought fome reformation among them : but there is more wick- 
ednefs in the world, in the church, than good men think there is. 
And now, I. God appeals to him whether this was not bad enough, 
and a fufficient ground for God to go upon in carting off this peo- 
ple, and abandoning them to ruin. Could he, or any one elfe, 
expect any other but that God Jhould go far from his fancluary, 
when there were fuch abominations committed there, in that very 
place - nay, was he not perfectly driven thence, they did thefe 
things defignedly, and on purpofe that he fhould leave his fanc~hiary, 
and fo fhall their doom be ; they have hereby, in effect, like the 
Gadarens, defired him to depart out of their coajls, and therefore 
he will depart, he will no more dignify and protect his fan&uary, 
as he had done, but will give it up to reproach and ruin. But, 2. 
Though this is bad enough, and ferves abundantly to juflify God 
in all°that he brings upon them, yet the matter will appear to 
be much worfe. But turn thee yet again, and thou v/ilt be a- 
mazed to fee greater abo?n'maiions than thefe. Where there is 
one abomination it will be found there are many more. Sins do 
not go alone. 

7. 5 And he brought me to the door of the court; 
and when I looked, behold, a hole in the wall. 8. 
Then faid he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the 
wall : and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. 
9. And he faid unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked 
abominations that they do here. 10. So I went in and 
faw, and behold, every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beafls, and all the idols of the houfe of If- 
rael pourtrayed upon the wall round about. 11. And 
there flood before them feventy men of the ancients of 
the houfe of Ifrael, and in the midft of them ftood 
Jaazaniah the fon of Shaphan, with every man his 
eenfef in his hand, and a thick -cloud of incenfe wuitup. 
12. Then faid he unto me, Son of man, haft thou feen 
what the ancients of the houfe of Ifrael do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his imagery, for they 
lay, the LORD feeth us not, the LORD hath forfaken 

the earth. 

We have here a further difcovcry of the abominations that were 
committed at Jerufalem, and within the confines of the temple too. 
Now obferve, 

1. How this difcovery is made. God in vifion brought him to 
the doer of the court, the outer court, along the fides of which 
the priefts lodgings were. God could have introduced him at firft 
into the chambers of imagery, but he brings him to them by de- 
grees, partly to employ his own induftry, in fearching out thefe 
rnyfleries of iniquity, and partly to make him fenfible with what 
care and caution thofe idolaters concealed their idolatries. Before 
the priefts apartments they had run up a wall, to make them the 
more private, that they might not lie open to the obfervation of 
thofe who pafied by ; a fhrewd fign they did fomething that they 
had reafon to be afhamed of. He that doth evil hates the light. 
They were not willing that thofe who faw them in God's houfe, 
fhould fee them in their own, left: they fhould fee them contradict 
themfelves, and undo in private what they did in publick. But 
behold, a hole in the wall, ver. 7/ a fpy-hole, by which you might 
ice that which would give caufe to fufpe£t them. When hypocrites 
fcrecn themfelvcs behind the wall of an external profeftion, and 
with it think to conceal their wickednefs from the eye of the world, 
:-;nd carry on their defigns the more fuccefsfully, it is hard for them 
to manage it with fo much art but that there is fome hole or other 
left in the wall, fomething that betrays them to thofe who look 
diligently, not to be what they pretend to be. The affes ears in 
the fable appeared from under the lion's skin. This hole in the 
wall Ezekiel marie wider, and behold a door, ver. 8. This door 
he gees in by into the treafury, or fome of the apartments of the 
priefts, and fees the w 1 'eked abominations that they do there, ver. 9. 
.Note, Thofe that would difcover the myftery of iniquity in others, 
or in themfelvcs, muft accornplifh a diligent fearch ; for Satan 
hath his wiles, and depths, and devices, which we fhould not be 
ignorant of, and the heart is deceitful above all things ; in the 

examining of it therefore wc are concerned to be very ftricf. 



1 



What 



(1.) He fees a chamber fet round with idolatrous pi& * 
10. All the idols of the houfe of Ifrael, which they had ^ 
from the neighbour- nations?, were pourtrayed upbn the wall ° tT °^ 
bout, everi the vileft of them* the forms of creeping thin T6Und . a * 



worshipped 



nous and venomous ; at leaft, they were aborhin'able"\vhe 
were worfhipped. This was a fort of a pantheon, a collet 
all the idols together^ which they paid their devotions to. °^ 
the fecond commandment, in the letter of it, forbids onl~ ^ 



the 



images. 



13 

to 



. ■ ■> -'1 » yjiwo univ Pro 

yet painted ones are as bad, and as dangerous. n 
(2.) He fees this chamber filled with idolatrous worfhipp er 

erj ng ir.« 
_ of idolat 



Ver. 



pain 



mber 



ftrengthening one another's hands in this ^wickedne/s^th^T- 3 



was in a 



private chamber, and the meeting induftrioufly cone I ^ 
yet here were feventy men engaged in it ; I doubt thefe elders * 
many more than thofe in Babylon that fat before the prophet IT 
houfe, ver. I. They were fr*—+- « *- u ~ - — - - m ^ 



'^fon to 



man 



fear, the fame men ; for they were the ancients of the houfe fir 
rael, not only in age, but in office, who were bound, bv the d 
of their place, to reftrain and punifh idolatry, and to deftroy " j 
abolifh all fuperftitious images wherever they found them ; yet thf 
were they that did themfelves worfhip them in private/fo unde^ 
mining that religion, which, in publick, they profeffed to ovT 
and promote, only becaufe by it they held their preferments The* 
had every man his cenfer in his hand \ fo fond were they of the \^ 
latrous fervice, that they would all be their own priefts] andve' 
prodigal they were of their perfumes in honour of thefe images for 
a thick cloud of i?2cenfe went up, that filled the room. O that the 
zeal of thefe idolaters might fhame the worfhippers of the true God 
out of their indifferency to his fervice ! The prophet took parti- 
cular notice of one that he knew, who flood in the midjl If t h e g 
idolaters, as chief among them, being, perhaps, prefident of the 
great council at this time, or moft forward in this wickednefT 
No wonder the people were corrupt, when the elders were fo : The 
fins of leaders are leading fins. 

(3.) What the remark is that is made upon it, ver. 12. Smtf 
hajl thou feen this ? Could ft thou have imagined that there 
was fuch wickednefs committed ? It is here obferved, concerning 
it, 1. That it was done in the dark-, for firiful works are worhef 
darknefs : They concealed it, left they fhould lofe their places or 
'at leaft, their credit. There is a great deal of fecret wickednefs in 
the world, which the day will declare ; the day of the revelatlm 
of the righteous judgment of God. 2. That this one idolatrous cha- 
pel w T as but a fpecimen of many the like ; here they met together 
to worfhip their images in confort, but, it fhould feem, they had 
every man the chamber of his imagery befides, a room in his own 
houfe for this purpofe, in which every man gratified his own fancy 
with fuch pictures as he liked beft : Idolaters had their houfliold 
gods, and their family worfhip of them in private, which is a fhame 
to thofe who call themfelves chriftians, and yet have no church in 
their houfe, no worfhip of God in their family. Had they cham- 
bers of imagery, and fhall not we have chambers of devotion? 
3.^ That atheifm was at the bottom of their idolatry : They wor- 
fhip images in the dark, the images of the gods of other nations, 
and they fay, Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, whom we fhould fervc, 
feeth us not ; Jehovah hath forfaken the earth, and we may wor- 
fhip what god we w'ill, he regards us not. (1.) They think them* 
felves out of God's fight ; they fay, The Lord feeth us not : They 
imagined, becaufe the matter was carried on fo clofely, that men 
could not difcover it, nor did any of their neighbours furpe<3tiiem 
to be idolaters, that therefore it was hid from the eye of God ; as if 
there were any darknefs^ or foadozv of death, where the tuorkrs of 
iniqidiy^ ?nay hide themfelves. Note, A practical disbelief of God's 
omnifcience is at- the bottom of our treacherous departure from 
him ; but the church argues right, as to this very fin of idolatry, 
Pfalm xliv. 20. If we have forgotten the name of our God, mi 
fir etched forth our hand to a Jlrange god, Jhall not God fearch this 
out? No doubt he fhall. (2.) They think themfelves out of GcJ'$ 
care 5 the Lord hath forfaken the earth, and looks not after the af- 
fairs of it, and then we had as good worfhip any other god as him. 
Or, he hath forfaken our land, and left it to be a prey to its ene- 
mies, and therefore it is time for us to look out for fome other 
god, to whom to commit the protection of it ; our one God can- 
not or will not deliver us, and therefore let us have many. This, 
was a blafphemous reflexion upon God, as if he'had forfaken them 
firft, elfe they would not have forfaken him. Note, Thofe are 
ripe indeed for ruin, who are arrived to fuch a pitch of impudence, 
as to lay the blame of their fins upon God hirnfelf. 

13. 5 He faid alio unto me, Turn thee yet again, 
and thou fhalt fee greater abominations that they ^ 
14. Then he brought me to the door of the gate oi the 
LORDs houfe, which was towards the north, and be- 
hold, there fat women weeping for Tammuz. 5 
Then faid he unto me, Haft thou feen this, O fon ot 
man ? turn thee yet again, and thou fhale fee greater 

^ bo mitt 1 ' 




Chap 



VIIL 
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Chap.. IX, 




bor 
the 



16. And he brought me into 5 know and 



: na tions than thefe. 

• n P r rourt of the LORDs houfe, and behold, at 



h door of the temple of , the LORD, between the 
h and the altar, were about five and twenty men, 
P >h their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and ] £* J ' 
^ l . jp aces toward the caffc, and they worshipped the fun ' 

ward the eaft. 171 5 Then he faid unto me, Haft 
*? £ een this ^ O (on of man ? Is it a light thing to the 
hfe of Judahj that they commit the abominations 
I ich they commit here ? for they have filled the land 
W 'th violence^ and have returned to provoke me to an- 
^er . and lo, they put the^ branch to their nofe. 1 8 . 
Therefore will I alfo deal in fury : mine eye fhall not 
f are neither will I have pity : and though they cry in 
niine'ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them. 

- » 

fjere we have, 

1 More and greater abominations difcovered to the prophet : He 
thought what he had feen was bad enough, and yet, ver. 13. Turn 
ihee^ain? an ^ ^ ou fi a ^ f ee y et g reater abominations ; .and greater 
ftill ver. 15. as before, ver. 6. There are thofe who live in re- 
tirement, that do not think what wickednefs there is in this world ? 
nd the more v/e converfe with it, and the further we go abroad 
into it, the more corrupt we fee it. When we have feen that 
which is bad, we may have our wonder at it made to ceafe, by the 
difcovery of that which, upon fome account or other, is a great 
deal worfe. We fhall find it fo in examining our own hearts, and 
fearching into them, there is a world of iniquity in them, a great 
abundance and variety of abominations ; and when we have found 
out much amifs, ftill we {hall find more ; for the heart is defpcrate- 
l v wicked, who can know it perfectly ? 
"* Nov/ the abominations here difcovered were, 



a 



Or 



11 



(1.) Women weeping for Tammuz, ver. 14. an abominable thin 
indeed, that any fhould choofe rather to ferve an idol in tears, than 
toferve the true God with joyfulnefs and gladnefs of heart ! yet fuch 
abfurdities as thefe are they guilty of, who follow after lying vanities? 
zxAforfake their own mercies* Some think, it was for Adonis, an 
idol among the Greeks -? others, for Ofiris, an idol of the Egypti- 
ans, that they fhed thefe tears. The image, they fay, was made 
to weep, and then the worfhippers wept with it. They bewailed 
the death of this Tarnmuz, and anon rejoiced in its returning to 
life again. Thefe mourning women fat at the door of the gate of 
the Lord's houfe? and there fhed their idolatrous tears, as it were in 
defiance of God, and the facred rites of his worfhip 5 and, fome 
think, with their idolatry, proftrating themfelves alfo to corporeal 
whoredom ; for thefe two commonly went together ; and they that 
diflionoured the divine nature by the one, were juftly given up to 
vile affections? and a reprobate fenfe, to difhonour the human na- 
ture, which no where ever funk fo far below it felf as in thefe ido- 
latrous rites. 

(2.) Men worfbipping the fun? ver. 16. And this was' fo much 
the greater an abomination that it was pradtifed in the inner court 
cfthe Lord's houfe? at the door of the te?nple of the Lord? between the 
prcb and the altar ; there, where the moft facred rites of their ho- 
ly religion ufed to be performed, was this abominable wickednefs 
committed 5 juftly might God in jealoufy fay to thofe who thus af- 
fronted him at his own door, as the king to Haman, Will he force 
the queen alfo before ?ne in the houfe ? Here were about tzvcniy five 
mi giving that hpnour to the fun, which is due to God only ; 
fome think, they were the king and his princes ; it fhould rather 
fecm that they were priefts, for this was the court of the priefts, 
nd the proper place to find them in : They that were intrufted 
with the true religion, had it committed to their care, and were 
charged with the cuftody of it, they were the men that betrayed it. 
I. They turned their backs tozuards the temple of the Lord, refol- 
vedly forgetting it, and defignedly flighting it, and putting con- 
tempt upon it. Note, When men turn their backs upon God's in- 
ftitutions, and defpife them, it is no marvel if they wander end- 
lefly after their own inventions : Impiety is the beginning of idola- 
try, and all iniquity. 2. They turned their faces towards the cafl? 
end worjhipped the fun? the rifing fun. This was an ancient in- 
ftance o[ idolatry, it is mentioned in Job's time, fob xxxi. 26. 
and had been generally pradtifed among the nations, fome worfhip- 
ping the fun under one name, others under another ; thefe priefts 
finding it had antiquity and general con fen t and ufage on its fide 
(the two picas which the papifts ufe at this day in defence of their 
fttpcrftitious rites, and particularly this of worfhipping towards the 
Kilt) pra£tifed it in the court of the temple, thinking it an 
yn that it was not inferted in their ritual. See the folly of idolaters, 
in worfhipping that as a god, and calling it Baal, a lord, which 
Jjod made to be a fervant to the univerfe ! for fo the fun is, and fo 
his name Shemefli fignifies, Dent. iv. 29. and in adoring the bor- 
Rwcd^Kghtj and deipifing the Father of lights ! 
? 2 * 1 he inference drawn from thefe difcoveries, ver. 17. Haft 
™m feen this? O fo?i of man ? and couluft thou have thought ever 
to fcc fuch things done in the temple of the Lord ? Now, 1. Fie 
appeals to the prophet himfelf concerning the heinoufnefs of the 
cnmc : Can he think it is a light thing to the houfe of Judah? who 



vucges aoove otner nations r is it an cxcuiable thing in them,' that 
have God's oracles and ordinances, that they commit the abominati- 
ons which they commit here ? Do not they defer ve to fuffer that thug 
fin ? Should net fuch abominations as thefe make dcfolate ? Dari. 

2. He aggravates it from the fraud and oppreffion that 
v/ere to be found in all parts of the nation : They have filled the 
land with violence. It is not ftrange, if they that Wrong God thus, 
make no confeience of wronging one another, and with all that is 
facred, trample likewife upon all that is juft : And their wicked- 
nefs in their converfations, made even the worfhip they paid to theifc 
own God an abomination, If a. i. 11, They fill the land with 

violence? and then they return to the temple to provoke me to anger 
there ? for even their facrifices, inftead of making an atonement^ 
do but add to their guilt ; they return to provoke me? i. e. they re- 
peat the provocation, do it, and do it again ; and lo, they put Vie 
branch to their nofe ; a proverbial exprellion, noting, perhaps, their 
fcoffing at God, and having him indention; they fnu {Fed at his 
feryice, as men do when they put a branch to their mfe : Or, it was 
fome cuftom ufed by idolaters in honour of the idols they ferved ; 
we read of garlands ufed in their idolatrous worfhips, Acts xiv. 13. 
out of which every zealot took a branch, which they fmeiled to as 
a nofegay. ^ Dr. tight foot, Ho. Heb. in Job. xv. 6. gives another 
fenfe of this place ; They put the branch to their wrath, or, to his 
zvrath? as the Maforites read it, i. e. they are ftill bringing more 
fuel (fuch as the withered branches of the vine) to the lire of di- 
vine wrath, which they have already kindled, as if that wrath did 
not burn hot enough already. Or,. putting the branch to the nofe 
may ftgnify, the giving of a very great affront and provocation ei- 
ther to God or man 3 they are an abufive generation of men. 3. He 
pafleth fentence upon them that they fhalf be utterly cut off. There- 
fore? becaufe they are thus furioufly bent upon fin, I will alfo deal 
in fury with them, ver. 18. They filled the land with their violence? 
and God will fill it with the violence of their enemies 5 and he will 
not lend a favourable ear to the fuggeftions, either, (1.) Of his owri 
pity ; ?nine eye Jl) all not fpare? neither will I have pity, repentance 
fhall be hid from his eyes ; or, (2.) Of their prayers 5 though they 
cry in mine ears with a loud voice? yet will I not hear them ; for ftill 
their fins cry louder for vengeance, than their prayers cry for mer- 
cy : God will now be as deaf to their prayers, as their own idols 
were, on whom they cried aloud, but in vain, 1 Kings xviii. 2.6. 
Time was when God was ready to have heard even before they cri- 
ed? and to anfwer while they were yet fpeaking -? but now they fo a 11 
feek ?nc early? and -not find vie?. Pro v. i. 28. It is not the loud 
voice, but the upright heart that God will regard. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The prophet had in vijton feen the wickednefs thai zuas committed at 
fcnfalem in the foregoing chapter? and zve may be fure it was not 
reprefcyited to him zuorfe than really it was? now here follows of 
ccurje a rcprefentation of their ruin .approaching \ for when fin goes 
before^ judgments co?ne next. Here is? 1. Preparation made of 
infirwnents that were to be employed in the dejlruclion of the city? 
ver. r, 2. 2. The removal of the She china h from the cherubim to 
the threjhold of the temple? ver. 3. 3. Orders given to one of the 
per f 07i s employed? zvho is xlifiinguifoed from the refl, for the mark- 
ing of a remnant to be preferved from the common dcfiruclion^ ver; 
3, 4. 4. The warrant figned for the execution of thofe thai were 
not marked? and the execution begun accordingly? ver. 5, — ■ 7. 
5 . The prophet's inter cejfion for the mitigation of the fentence? and 
a denial of any mitigation? the decree being now gone forth? ver. 
8 3 — 10. 6. The report 7n0.de by them that were to mark the pious 
remnant of what he had done in that ?natter? ver. 11. And this 
Jhetvs an ufual method of providence in the government of the zvorlch 

1" E cried alfo in mine ears with a loud voice^ 
laying, Caufe them that have charge over the 
city, to draw near, even every man with his deftroying 
weapon in his hand. 2. And behold, fix men came 
from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward 
the north, and every man a ilaughter weapon in his 
hand 

nen, with a writers inkhorn by his fide, and they went 
in and flood befide the braien altar. 3. And the glory 
of the God of Ifrael was gone up from the cherub where-* 
upon he was, to the threfhold of the houfe, and he cal- 
led to the man clothed with linen, which had the wri- 
ters inkhorn by his fide ; 4. And the LORD faid 
unto him, Go through the midft of the city* through 




\ 



and one man among them was clothed with li- 



the midft of Jerufalem, and fet a mark upon the fore- 
heads of the men that figh, and that cry for all the a- 
bominations that be done in the midft thereof. 



In thefe vcrfes we have, 
1. The fummons given 
and axvc their attendance. 



to Jerufalem's defixoyers to come forth 
He that appeared to the prophet, *'L;p, 

viiu 1* 



Chap. IX. 



E Z ERIE L. 



Chap, ix. 




There is an angel watching at 



vlih 2. that hkd brought him to Jerufalem, and had fhewed the 
wicked nefs that was done there, he cried \ Gaufe them that have 
charge over the city to draw near, ver. I. or, as it might better be 
read, and nearer the original, 'They that 'have charge over the city 
are drawing near. 'He had /aid, chap. via. 18. / will deal in fu- 
ry ; now, faith he to the prophet, thou fhalt fee who are to be em- 
ployed as the hiftruments of my wrath ; appropinquaver'unt vifitafi- 
ones civitatis % the vifitations or vifitors of the city are at hand; 
they would not know the day of their vifitation in mercy, and now 
they are to be vifiicd in wrath. 

Obferve, (i.) How the notice of this is given fo the prophet ; 
•he cried it in mine ears with a loud voice ; which intimates the v£- 
hemency of him that fpoke ; when men are highly provoked, and 
threaten in anger, they fpeak loud ; they that regard not the coun- 
sels God gives them in a flill fmall voice, fhall be made to hear the 
threatnings, to hear and tremble : It notes alfo the prophet's uiV- 
willingnefs to be told this ; he was deaf on that ear, but there is rib 
remedy, their lin will not admit an excufe, and therefore their 
judgment will not admit a delay j he cried it in mine ears with a 
loud voice, he made me hear it, and I heard it with a fad heart. 

(2.) What this notice is: There are thofe that have charge over 
the city to deftroy it, not the Chaldean armies, they are to be in- 
deed employed in this work, but they are not the vifitors, they are 
only the fer vants, or tools rather ; God's angels have received a 
charge now to lay that city wafte, which they had long had a 
charge to protect and watch over ; they are at hand, as deftroying 
angels, as minifters of wrath, for every man hath his dcflroying wea- 
pon in his hand, as the angel that kept the way of the tree of life 
With a flaming fword. Note, Thofe that have by fin made God 
their enemy, have made the good angels their enemies too. Thefe 
vifitors. are called and caufed to draw near. Note, God has mini- 
fters of wrath always within call, always at command ; invillble 
powers, by whom he accomplifheth his purpofes. The prophet is 
made to fee this in vifion, that he might, with the greater aflu- 
rance, in his preaching, denounce thefe judgments. God told it 
him with a loud voice, tatight it hi?n with a Jlrong hand, I/a. viii. 
.XI. that it might make the deeper impreffion upon him, and that 
lie might thus proclaim it in the peoples ears. 

2. Their appearance upon thefe fummons is recorded. Prefently 
fix men came, vet. 2. one for each of the principal gates of Jerufa- 
lem. Two deftroying angels were fent againft Sodom, but fix a- , 
gainft Jerufalem, for Jerufalem's doom in the judgment will be 
thrice as heavy as that of Sodom. 

every gate to deftroy, to bring in judgments fromevery quarter, 
and to take heed that none efcape. One angel ferved to deftroy the 
iirft-born of Egypt, and the camp of the Aflyrians, but here are 
fix : In the Revelation we find feven, that were to pour out the vi- 
als of God's wrath, Rev. xv. 6. They came with every one a 
ftaughter-weapon in his hand, prepared for the work to which they 
were called. The nations, of which the king of Babylon's army 
was compofed, which fbme reckon to be fix, and the commanders 
of his army, of whom fix are named, as principal, fer. xxxix. 3. 
anay be called the daughter- weapons in the hands of the angels. 
The angels are throughly fu rnifhed for every fer vice. 

Obferve, (1.) From whence they came- from the way of the 
higher gate, zvhich lieth toward the north, ver. 2. either, becaufe 
the Chaldeans came from the north, Jer. i. 14. Out of the north 
an cvilJJjall break forth ; or, becaufe the image of jealoufy was fet 
up at the door of the inner gate, that looks towards the north, chap, 
viii. 3, 5. At that gate of the temple the deftroying angels entered, 
to fhew what it was that opened the door to them. Note, That 
way that fin lies, judgments may be expected to come. (2.) Ob- 
ferve where they placed themfelves ; they went in and flood befde 
the hrafen altar, on which facrifices were wont to be offered, and 
atonement made. When they a£ted as deftroyers they afted as fa- 
crificers, not from any perfonal revenge or ill-will, but with a pure 
and fincere regard to the glory of God ; for to his juftice all they 
flew were offered up as vidiims. Tlicy flood by the altar, sls it were 
to protect and vindicate that, and plead its righteous caufe, and a- 
venge the horrid profanation of it. At the altar they were to re- 
ceive their commiflion to deftroy, to intimate, that the iniquity of 
Jerufalem, like that of Eli's houfe, was not to be purged by facrifice. 

3. The notice taken of one among the deftroying angels, diftin- 
guifhed in his habit from the reft, from whom fome favour might 
be expected ; it fhoiild feem he was not one of the fix, but among 
them, to fee that mercy be mixed with judgment, ver. 2. This 
man was clothed with linen, as the priefts were, and he had a wri- 
ter's inkhorn hanging at his fide, as anciently attorneys and lawyers 
clerks had, which he was to make ufe of, as the other fix were to 
make ufe of their deflroymg weapons. Here the honours of the pen 
exceeded thofe of the fword ; they were angels that bore the fword, 
but he was the Lord of angels that made ufe of the writer's inkhorn ; 
for it is generally agreed, among the beft interpreters, that this man 
reprefented Chrift as Mediator ? faving thofe that are his fron 
flaming fword of divine juftice. He is our High^priefl, clothed 
with holincfs, for that was fignified by the fine linen, Rev. xi?c. 8. 
As prophet, he wears the wr iter's inkhorn^ the book of "life is the 
Lamb's book ; 



the revelation of Jefus Chrijl. Note, It is matter of great 
to all good chriftiahs, that, in the midft of the deftroyers a*?^ 
deftrultions that are abroad^ there is a Mediator, a-cr^tR'*^ 



prieft, who has an intereft in heaven, and whom faints 
have an intereft in. 



earth 



' the & 



4. The removal of.the appearance of the divine glory fro 
the cherubim. Some think, this was that ufual difplay of " ° Ver ' 
vine * 1 " 1 * 

in the _ 

never 

think, it was that difplay of the divine glory which .the proph^^ 
faw over the cherub in vifion 5 and this is more probable, bec^f 
this is. called the glory of the God of Ifrael, chap, vih\ 4, ^ . 



glory which was between the cherubim over the mere r 
e moft holy place, that took leave of them now, and 
returned ; for it is fuppofed it was hot in the fecond temple, 



it which he- had now his eye upon ; this was gone to the 
the 



houfe, 



as it were, to call to the fervants that attended with ^ 
the door, to fend them on their errand, and give them their ^ 
ftrudtions. ' And the removal of this, as well as the- former xJX 
-be fignificant of God's departure from them, and leaving them the' 
houfe defolate^ and when God. goes, all good goes ; but he ? * 
from hone till they JSrft drive him from them : He went at firft 
further than the threjhold, that he might fhew how loth he was^o 
depart* and might give them both time and encouragement to in 
vite his return to them, and his ftay with them. Note, God's 
partures from a people are gradual, but gracious fouls are foon a * 
ware of the firft ftep he takes towards a remove. Ezekiel prefentlv 
obferved that the glory of the God of Ifrael was gone up from the c bl 
rub : And what is a vifion of angels if God be gone ? 

5. The charge given to the man clothed in linen to fecure the pi. 
. ous remnant from the general defolation. We do not read that this 
Saviour was fummoned and fent for, as the deftroyers were • f or 
he is always feztdy, appearing in the prefence of God for us ; and to 
him, as the moft proper perfon, the care of thofe that are marked 
for falvation is committed, ver. 4, Now obferve, 

(1.) The diftinguifhing character of this remnant that is to be 
ved : They are fuch as figh and cry, figh in themfelves, as men in 
pain and diftrefs, cry to God in prayer, as men in earneft, becaufe 
of all the abominations that are committed in Jerufalem : It was not 
only the idolatries they w T ere guilty of, but all their other enormi- 
ties that were abominations to God. Thefe pious few had witnef- 
fed againft thofe abominations, and had done what they could, in 
their places, to fupprefs them $ but, finding all their attempts for 
the reformation of manners fruitlefs, they fat down and fighedani 
cried, wept in fecret, and complained to God, becaufe of the difho. 
'nour done to his name by their wickednefs, and the ruin it was 
bringing upon their church and nation. Note, It is not enough 
that we do not delight in the fins of others, and that we have not 
fellowfhip with them, but we muft mourn for them, and lay them 
to heart ; muft grieve for that which we cannot help, as thofe that 
hate fin for its own fake, and have a tender concern for the fouls of 
others, as David, Pfabn cxix. 136. and Lot, who vexed his righte- 
ous foul with the wicked converfation of his neighbours. The abo- 
minations committed in jerufalem are to be in a fpecial manner la- 
mented, becaufe they are in a particular manner offenfive to God. 

(2.) The diftinguifhing care taken of them. Orders are. given 
to find them all out that are of fuch a pious publick fpirit: Gj 
through the midft of the city in queft of them, and though they are 
never fo much Jifperfcd, and never fo clofely hid from the fury of 
their perfecutors, yet fo that you difcover them, and fet a mark vpi 
their foreheads, 1. To fignify that God owns them for his, and he 
will confefs them another day. A work of grace in the foul is to 
God a mark upon the forehead, which he will acknowledge as his 
mark, and by which he hiozus them that are his. 2. To give to 
them, who are thus marked, an af]ii ranee of God's favour, that 
they may know it themfelves 5 and the comfort of knowing it, will 
be the moft powerful fupportand cordial in calamitous times. What 
need we perplex our felves about this temporal life, if we know, by 
the mark, that we have eternal life ? 3. To be a dire<5i;ion to the 
deftroyers whom to pafs by, as the blood upon the door-pofts was 
an indication that that was an Ifraelite's houfe, and the firft-boru 
there muft not be flain. Note, Thofe who keep themfelves pure 
in times of common iniquity, God will keep them fafe in times of 
common calamity. They that diftinguifh themfelves, fhall be di- 
ftinguifhed ; . that cry for other mens fins, fhall not need to cry for 
their own afflictions ; for they fhall be either delivered from them, 
or comforted under them ; God will fet a mark upon his mourners, 
will book their fighs, and bottle their tears. The fealhig of the fer- 
vants of God in their foreheads, Rev. vii. 3. was the fame token of 
the care God has of his own people with this here, only this was 
to fecure them from being deftroyed, that from being feduced, 
which is equivalent. 

5. 5 And to the others he faid in mine hearing, Go 
ye after him through the city, and finite : let not your 
from the | eye fpare, neither have ye pity. 6. Slay utterly old 

and young, both maids and little children, and women; 
but come not near any man upon whom is the mark 5 




the great things of the lav/ and gofpel, which God 
has written to us, are of his writing, for it is the Spirit of Chrift, 
in the writers of the fcripture, that^teftifies to us, and the bible is 



and begin at my fanctuary : then they began at the an- 
cfent men which were, before the houfe. 7. And h e 



laid unto them, Defile the 



houfe, and fill the courts 

with 



' w -*l 




4! 



~~ K flain, go 7 e f° rr h* and they went forth and 

!L e g a 5 And it came to pafs while they 

90 n^rins: them* and I was left, that I fell upon my 
yere ^J icdi and faid, Ah, LORD God, wilt thou 
*" rP ~ a ]i t he refidue of Ifrael, in thy pouring out of 

^'^y of the houfe of Ifrael and Judah is exceed- 
-at and the land is full of bloody and the city 
v H nf nerverfenefs i for they fay, The LORD hath 
I f ken the earthy and . the LORD feeth not. id. 



The im 



face 

d^S/upon j eru f a rem? 9. Then Taid he unto me, 
ini 

^d^as* f° r me .mine eye fhall not ipare, neither 
MI I have pity, ^ I will recompenfe their way upon 
X head, i*- And behold, the man clothed with li- 
■ which had the inkhorn by his fide, reported the 
ncD JL; &vui", I have done as tftoti haft commanded 

me. 

T n thefe verfes we have, . ■ > . , . . . : • - ; . • 

A command given to the deftroyers to do execution according 
their commiilion. They Jlood by the brafen altar, waiting for or- 
j° and orders are here given them to cut off and deftrpy all that 
e either guilty or ^eceflary to the abominations of Jerufalern^ 
WC j C t hat did^not figh and cry fc-r them. Note, When God. has -ga r 
afl " wheat into his garner, nothing remains but to burn up the 
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tiered his 
thaff Matt. in. 

fi) They are ordered to deft roy all, i. Without exception.; 
they muft go through the city, and finite; they muft flay utterly >, 
to to deftrudYion, give them their death's wound ; they muft make 
no fdiftinftion of age or fex, but cut off old and young ; neither the 
hwtV of virgins, nor the innocency of the babes fhall fecure 
them This was fulfilled in the death of multitudes by famine and 
oeftilence, efpecially by the fwprd of the Chaldeans, as far as the 
military execution went.'. Sometimes even fuch bloody work as this 
has been God's work : But what an evil thing is fin then, which 
pro vokes the God of infinite mercy, to fuch feverity ! 2. Without 
compaffion; let not your eye fp we, neither have ye pity, yer. 5. you 
muft not fave any whom God has doomed to deftru£Uqn,. as Saul 
did A^ag, and the Amalekites, that is doing the .work of God deceit- 
fidlh J er - x ^ v "'- IO * None needs to be more merciful than God is, 
and he had /aid, chap. viii. 18. Mine eye, fhall not /pare, neither 
will I have pity. Note, Thofe that live in fin, and liate to be re- 
formed, will perifli in fin, and deferve not to be pitied $ for they 
jnight eafily have prevented the ruin, and would not. 

(2.) They are warned not to do the leaft hurt to them that were 
marked for falvation ; come not near any man upon whom is the mark, 
do not fo much as threaten or frighten any of them 5 it is promifed 
them that there fhall no evil come nigh them, and therefore you 
muft keep at a diftance from them. The king of Babylon gave 
particular orders that Jeremiah fhould be protected, Earuch and 
Ebed-melech were fecured, and, it is likely, others of Jeremiah's 
friends for his fake ; God had promifed that it Jhould go well with 
his remnant, and they Jhould be well treated, Jer. xv. 11. and we 
have reafon to think none of the mourning, praying remnant fell 
by the fword of the Chaldeans, but God found out fome way or o- 
ther to fecure them all ; as in the laft deftruflion of Jerufalem by 
the Romans, the chriftians were all fecured in a city called Pella, 
and none of them perifhed with the unbelieving Jews. Note, 
None of thofe fhall be loft whom God has marked for life and fal- 
vation, for the foundation of God ftands fure. 

(3.) They are directed to begin at the fanSluary, ver. 6. that 
fandtuary which, in the chapter before, he had leen the horrid pro- 
fanation of ; they muft begin there, becaufe there the wickednefs 
began, which provoked God to fend thefe judgments ; the debauch- 
eries of the priefts were the poifoning of the fp rings, to which all 
the corruption of the ftreams was owing : The wickednefs of the 
fanftuary was of all other moft ofFenfive to God, and therefore there 
the flaughter muft begin : Begin there, to try if the people will take 
warning by the judgments of God upon their priefts, and will re- 
pent and reform : Begin there, that all the world may fee and know 
that the Lord, whole name is Jealous, is a jealous God, and hates 
fin moft in thofe that are nearelt to him. Note, When judgments 
arc abroad, they cummonly begin at the houfe of God, 1 Pet. ii. 17. 
nu only have I kpown, and therefore I ivill punifi) you, Amos iii. 2. 
God's temple is a fan£tuary, a refuge and protection f<?r penitent 
finncrs, but not for any that go on Jlill in their trefpajfes ; neither 
the facrednefs of the place, nor the eminency of their place in it, 
will be their fecurity. 

It fhould feem the deftroyers made fome difficulty of putting men 
to death in the temple, but God bids them not boggle at that, but, 
W. 7. Defile the houfe, and fill the courts with the flain. They 
will not be taken from the altar, as was appointed by the law, Exod. 
XXI ; * 4» but think to fecure themfelves by keeping hold of the horns 
f/it, like joab, and therefore, like him, let them die there, 1 Kings 
31. There the blood of one of God's prophets had been filed, 
xxiii. 35, and therefore there let their blood be fhed. Note, 
If the fervants of God's houfe defile it with their idolatries, God 
will juflly fuftcr the enemies of it to defile it with their violences, 
Pjahn Ixxix. j . But thefe adh of necellary juftice were really, 
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whatever they xvere ceremonially, rather a purification than a pol- 
lution of the ianSuary ; it was putting away evil from among than. 
. (4.) iThey were appointed to go forth into the city, ver. 6, 7. 
Note, Wherever fin has gone before, judgment will follow after c 
And /though judgment begins at the houfe of God, yet 'it. (hall not end 
there : The holy city fhall be no more a protection to the wicked . 
people-,: than the holy houfe was to. the wicked prrefts. . * 
. 2. Here is execution done "accordingly. They obferved their or- 
ders, and, 1. .They began at . the elders, the ancient men that zv ere 
before the houfe, and flew them firft, either thofe feventy ancients.; , 
that worfliipped idols , in their chambers, chap., viii. 12. or thofe-;;. . . 
twenty five that worfl/ipped the fun between the porch and the altar., ' ■ 
who might more properly be faid to be before the houfe. Note; 
Ringleaders in fin may expect, to be firft met with by the judgments 
of God ; and the fins of thole who are in the. moft eminent and 
publick ftation call for the moft exemplary puniftiments. 2. They 
proceeded to the common people 5 they went forth and flew in the 
city ; for when the decree is gone forth, there fhall be no delay ; if 
God begin, he will make an end. 

3. Here is the prophet's interceffion for a mitigation of the judge- 
ment, and a. reprieve for fome, ver. 8. TVlrile they were flaying 
them, and I was left, I fell upon ?ny face* Obferva here, J. How 
fenfible the prophet was of God's mercy to him, in that he was fpa- 
red when fo many round about him were cut ofF: Tboufands fell cn 
his right hand, and on his left, and yet the definition did not come 
nigh him ; only with bis eyes did he behold the ju/i reward of the wic- 
ked, Pfalm xcVii. 7, 8. He fpeaks as one that narrowly efcapeil 
the deftrudtion, attributing it to God's goodnefs, not his own de- 
ferts. Note, The beft faints muft acknowledge themfelves indebt- 
ed to fparing mercy, that they are not con fumed. And when dc- 
folatirig judgments are abroad, and multitudes fall by them, it ought 
to be accounted a great favour if we have our lives given us for a 
prey ; for we might juftly have perifhed with them that perifh. 
2. Obferve how he improved this mercy ; he looked upon it that 
therefore he was left, that he might ftand in the gap to turn away 
the wrath of God'. Note, We muft look upon it, that for this 
reafon we are fpared, that we may do good in our places, may do 
good by our prayers. Ezekiel did not triumph in the flaughter 
made, but his flejh trembled for fear of God, as David's, Pfal. cxix. 
120.. he fell Gn his face, and cried, not in fear for himfelf, he was 
one of them that were marked, but in companion to his fellow- 
creatures. They that figh and cry for the fins of finners, cannot 
but figh and cry for their miferies too ; yet the day is coming, 
when all this concern will be intirely fwallowed up, in a full fatilr 
fadlion in this, that God is glorified; and they that now fall on 
their faces, and cry, Ah, Lord God, will lift up their heads, and 
ling Hallelujah, Rev. xix. 1, 3. The prophet humbly expoftulates 
with God, Wilt thou deflroy all the refidue of Ifrael ? and fhall there 
be none left but the few that are marked ? Shall the Ifrael of God 
be deftroyed ? utterly deftroyed ? When there are but a few left, 
fhall thofe few be cut oft", who might have been the feed of another 
generation ? And will the God of Ifrael be himfelf their deftroyer ? 
Wilt thou now deftroy Ifrael, who waft wont to protect and de- 
liver Ifrael ? Wilt thou fo pour out thy fury upon Jerufalem^ as by 
the total deftruclion of the city, to ruin the whole country too? 
Sure thou wilt not ! Note, Though we acknowledge that God is 
righteous, yet we have leave to plead with him concerning his judg- 
ments, Jer. xii. I. . ; 

4. Here is God's denial of the prophet's requeft for a mitigation 
of the judgment, and his justification of himfelf in that denial, ver. 
9, 10. 1. Nothing could be faid in. extenuation of this fin. God 
was as willing to fhew mercy as the prophet could defirb ; he always 
is fo ; but here the cafe will not admit it; it is fuch as that mercy 
cannot be granted without wrong to juftice ; and it is not fit that 
one attribute of Goii fhould be glorified at the expence of another. 
Is it any pleafurc to the Almighty that he . fhould deftroy ? efpecial- 
ly that "he fhould deftroy Ifrael ? By no means : But the truth is, 
their crimes are fo flagrant, that the reprieve of the finners would 
be a connivance at the fin : The iniquity of the houfe of Judah a?id 
Ifrael is exceeding great, there is no fuffering them to go on at this 
rate, the land is filled with innocent blood, and, when the city- 
courts are appealed to for the defence of injured innocency, the re- 
medy is as bad as the difeafe, for the city is full of perverfenefs, or, 
wrejling of judgment ; and that which they fupport them {elves wi th 
in this iniquity, is the fame atheiftical, prpfane principle, with 
which they flattered themfelves in their idolatry, chap. viii. 12. The 
Lord hath forfaken the earth, and left it to us to do what we will 
in it ; he will not intermeddle in the affairs of it ; and whatever 
wrong we do, he fees not ; either knows it not, or will not take 
cognizance of it. Now how can thefe expe£t benefit by the mercy 
of God, who thus bid defiance to his juftice ? No, nothing can 
be offered by an advocate in excufe of the crimes, while the cri- 
minal puts in fuch a plea as this in his own vindication ; and there- 
fore, 2. Nothing can be done to mitigate the fentence, ver. 10. 
Whatever thou thinkeft of it, as for me, mine eye J!?all not fpare, 
neither will I have pity ; I have born with them as long as ic was 



fit fuch impudent finners fhould be born with, and therefore now 
/ will recompenfe their way on their head. Note, Sinners fink 
and perifli under the weight of their own fins ; it is their own way, 
which they deliberately choie, rather than the way of God, and 
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or receive concerning them) and- it was as it were d ' faMf . - 
pure and fparkling; iuch a throne hath God prepared in th 



far exceeding the thrones of any earthly potentates. ^ ^ eav % 
3. He is here attended with a glorious train of hnU 

^ . ....... 1 , - wiy anpi s> 

attenc j. to 

gate of his palace. Chrift has angels at command. The or I ^ ^ e 
ven to all the angels of God are to worjhip him. c — • rs ^ 



Vhich 'they obitihately perfiftcd in, in contempt of the word of 
X3od that is recompenfed on them : And great iniquities juftify God 
in great feverities ; nay, he is ready to juftify himfelf, as he doth 
here to the prophet, for he will be clear when be judgetbl 

< Here is a return made of the writ of protection, which was When God came into, his temple, the cherubims Ji QG d on the ^ 
iffued out for the fecuring of them that mourned in Zion, ven 11. \fide of the houfe, ven 3. , as the prince's life-guard attenHi J^ 
The man clothed with linen reported the matter ? gave an account of 
What he had done, in purfuance of his commiffion ; he had. found 
'out all that mounted in fecret for the fins of the land, and cried out 
•a<*ainft them by a publick teftimony, and had marked them all in 
the forehead ; Lord, / have done as thou haft co?n?nanded me* We 
xlo not find that thofe who were commiffioned to deftroy reported 
what deftrudtion they had made,- but he who was appointed to pro- 
tect reported his /natter, for it would be more pleating, both to God 
and to the prophet, to hear of thole that were faved, than of thofe 
that periftied : Or, this report was made- now, becaufe the thing 
\vas finifhed, whereas the deftroying work would be a work of 
time, and when it was brought to an end, then the report fhould 
be made. See how faithful Chrift is to the truft repofed in him ! 
Is he commanded to fecure eternal life to the chofen remnant ? He 



Som 

that they Jlttod on the right Jide of the houfe, that is, the fouth* 
becaufe on the north-fide the image of jealoufy was^ and 
ftances of idolatry, from which they would place themfelves ^ 
great a diftance as might be. atas 
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ot her i n 



4. The appearance of his glory is veiled with a cloud 



out of that cloud darts forth a dazzling luftre; in the 



and 



houfe 



has done as was commanded him : Of all that thou baft given me 9 
/ have loft none. 

CHAP. X. 

The prophet had obferved to' us, chap, viii; 5. that when he was in 
vifion at Jerufale?n, he faiv the fame appearance of the glory of 
God there, that he had feen by the 7'iver Chebar, now, in this 
chapter, he gives us fame account of the appearance there, as far 
as was requifite for the clearing up of . two further indications of 
ihe approaching aeftruHim of yerufalem, which God here gave the 
prophet. I . The fcattering of the coals of fire upo7i the city, which 
were taken from between ihe cherubi?ns, ver. 1,— 7. 2. The re- 
moval of the glory of God from the te?nple, and its being upon ihe 
nving to be gone, ver. 8, — 22. When God goes but from a people^ 
all judgments break in upon them. 



I. 





H 



I looked, and behold, in the firma- 



ment that was above the head of the cherubims, 
there appeared over them, as it were a fapphire-ftone, 
as the appearance of the likenefs of a throne. 2. And 
he fpake unto the man clothed with linen, and faid, 
Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and 
fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the che- 
rubims, and . fcatter them over the city. And he went 
in in my fight. 3, Now the cherubims flood on the 
right fide of the houfe, when the man went in, and the 
cloud filled die inner court. 4. Then the. glory of the 
LORD went up from the cherub, and flood over the 
threfhold of the houfe, and the houfe was filled with 
the cloud, and the court was full of the brightnefs of 
the LORDs glory. 5. And the found of the cheru- 
bims wings was heard even to the utter court, as the 
voice of the almighty God when he fpeaketh. 6. And 
it came to pafs, that when he had commanded the man 
clothed with linen, faying, Take fire from between the 
wheels, from between the cherubims ; then he went in, 
and ftood befide the wheels. ■ 7. And o?je cherub 
ftretched forth his hand from between the cherubims 
unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took 
.thereof, and put // into the hands of him that was clo- 
thed with linen : who took it 9 and went out. 

To poflefs us with a holy awe and dread of God, and to fill us 
with his fear, we may obferve in this part of the vifion which the 
prophet had, 

(1.) The glorious appearance of his majefty. . Something of the 
invifible world is here made vifible ; fome faint reprefentations of 
its brightnefs and beauty ; fome ftiadows ; but fuch as are no more 
to be compared with the truth and fubftance, than a picture with 
the life ; yet here is enough to oblige us all to the utmoft reverence 
in our thoughts of God, and approaches to him, if we will but 
admit the impreflions this difcovery of him will make. 

1 . He is here in the firmament above the head of the cherubims, 
%'er. I.* He manifefts his glory in the upper world, where purity 
and brightnefs are both in perfection ; and the vaft expanle of the 
firmament aims to fpeak the God that dwells there infinite : It is 
ihe firmament of his power, and of his profpeft too ; for from thenee 
he beholds all the children of men. The divine nature infinitely 
tranfcends the angelical nature, and God is above the head of the 
cherubims, in refpect, not only of his dignity above them, but his 
dominion over them. Cherubims have great power, and wifdom, 
and influence, but they are all fubjeft to God and Chrift. 

2. He is here upon the throne, or that which had the appear- 
ance of the Hkcncfs of a throne (for God's glory and government in- 
finitely tranicend all the brighteft ideas our minds can either form 



yet 

inner court there was a cloud, and darknefs, which filled them' ^ 
yet either the outer court, or the fame court, after fome time' 
full of ihe brightnefs of the Lord's glory, ver. 3, 4, . There 
darting forth of light, and brightnefs; but if any over curious * 
pried into it, it would find it felf loft in a cloud. His righteouf 
nefs is confpicuous as the great mountains^ and the brightnefs of " 
fills the court, but his judgments are a great deep, vyhich we cannt 
fathom ; a cloud, which we cannot fee through : The brighter 
difcovers enough to awe and direfl: our confeiences,- but the doii 
forbids us to expedt the gratifying of our curiofity ; for we cannst 
order our fpeech by reafon of darknefs. Thus, Hab. iii. 4, jj e j } \ 
beams coming out of his hand, and yet there was the hiding of } } \ 
power. Nothing more clear than that God is, nothing more dark 
than what he is. God covers himfelf with light, and yet, as to w 
makes darknefs his pavilion. God took pofleffion of the taberna- 
cle and temple in a cloud, which was always the fymbol of his 
prefence : In the temple above there will be no cloud, but we (hall 
fee face to face. 

5. The cherubims made a dreadful found with their wings, vsn 
5. The vibration of them, as of the ft rings of mufical inftrumcnts 
made a curious melody • bees, and other winged infe£fo, make a 
noife with their wings. Probably, this intimated their preparing 
to remove, by ftretching forth and lifting up their wings, which 



made this noife as it were to give warning of it : This noife is faid 
to be as the voice of the almighty God when he fpeaks, i. e. as the 
thunder, which is called the voice of ihe Lord, Pfalm xxix, 3, or, 
as the voice of the Lord when he fpake to Ifrael on mount Sinai, 
and therefore he then gave the law with abundance of terror, to 
fignify, with what terror he would reckon for the violation of it, 
which he was now about to do. This noife of their wing! toes 
heard even to the outer court, the court of the people; for the 
Lord's voice, in his judgments, cries in the city, which thofe may 
hear that do not, as Ezekiel, fee the vifions of them. 

(2.) The terrible directions of his wrath. This vifion has a fur- 
ther tendency than meerly to fet forth the divine grandeur, further 
orders are to be given for the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, The 
greateft devaluations are made by fire and fword ; for a general 
flaughter of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, orders were given in the 
foregoing chapter ; now here we have a command to lay the city 
in afhes, by fcattering coals of fire upon it, which, in the vifion, 
were fetched from between the cherubims. 

1. For the ifTuing out of orders to do this, the glory of the' Lord 
was lifted up from the cherub (as in the chapter before for the gi- 
ving of orders there, ver. 3.) and flood upon the threfhold of tht 
houfe, in imitation of the courts of judgment, which they kept in f 
the gates of their cities. The people would not hear the oracles jj 
which God delivered to them from his holy temple, and therefore 
from thence they fhall be made to hear their doom. jj 

2. The man clothed in linen, who had marked thofe that were to | 
be prefer ved, is to be employed in this fervice ; for the fame J ejus, 
that is the Proteflor and Saviour of them which believe, having j 
all judgment committed to him, that of condemnation, as well as | 
that of abfolution, will come in faming firc+ to take vengeance on \ 
thofe that obey not his gofpel. He that fits on the throne calls to fa j 
?nan clothed in linen to go in between the wheels, — and fill his had 
with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and fcatter them ffVff 
the city. This intimates, I. That the burning of the city and 
temple by the Chaldeans, was a confumption determined, and 
therein they executed God's counfel, they d*J what he defigned be- j 
fore fhould be done. 2. That the fire of divine wrath, which j 
kindles judgment upon a people, is juft and holy, for it is fire fetch- j 
ed from between the cherubims. The fire on God's altar, where | 
atonement was made, had been flighted, to avenge which, fireis ] 
here fetched from heaven, like that by which Nadab and Abinu 
were killed for offering ft range lire. If a city, or town, or houfe , 
be burned, whether by defign or accident, if wc trace it in its 0- ■ 
riginal, we fhall find the coals that kindled the fire came from fc - 
tween the wheels-, for there is not any evil of that kind in the city, 

but the Lord has done it. 3. That Jefus Chi ill a£b by comoul- 
fion from the Father, for from him he receives authority to exe- 
cute judgment, becaufe he is the Son of /nan. Ciirift came to jc 
fire on the earth, Luke xii. 49. and in the great day will ipca. 
this world into aflies : By fire from his hand, the earth, and al 
the works that are therein, will be burnt up. 

3. This ?nan clothed with .linen readily attended to this fervice } 

though, being clothed with linen 3 he was very unfit to gp araotfS 
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. • : n< r ^/x. - yet, being called, he faid, Z*, /. come y this 
th mmandment he had received . of his Father, and he complied 



with it ; 

flood hcftde 



the prophet few him go in, ver. 2 



He 



J " h he was to fcawr ^ ~*«-« ^ 

• i whe'thet for mercy or judgment. He way directed to take 
CC tiut he flayed till he had it given him, to fhew.how flow he is 
firC ' -ecute judgment, and how long-fufFering to us ward. 



expecting to be furnifhed there with the 
for what Chrift was to give, he firft re- 



' One of the cherubims reached him a handful of fire from 
4* -^q. G f the living creatures. The prophet, when he firft 
^ this vifion, obferved that there were burning coals of fire, and 
V \ that went up and clown among the living creatures, chap. i. 
from thence this fire was taken, ver. y. The fpirit of burn- 
J 3 # , yrl— by which Chrift purifies his church, is of a 



efr 



The cherubim put it into his 



-Aim ^at wonders are wrought. 

7 d 'for the angels are ready to be employed by the Lord Jefus>, 
nd to ferve all his purpofes. 

Z c When he had taken the fire he went out, no doubt, to feat- 
it up and down upoirA city, as he was directed. And who 
abide the day of his coming ? Who can ftand before him when 
le' goes out in his anger? 

8 J And there appeared in the clierubims, the form 

And when I 



motions, as the chariot is by him that drives it; but the fame Spi- 
rit being both in the living creatures and in the wheels, {peaks that 
infinite wifcloni which ferves its own purpofes by the miniftratioh 
of angels, -and all the occurrences of this lower world. • So that 
this vifiori gives our faith a view of that throne which the Lord 
has prepared in the heavens, and that kingdom of his which ndeth 
over all, Pfal. ciii. 19. ' . , 

The prophet oblcrves, that this was the fame. vifion with' that he 
{aw by the river of Chebar, ver. 15, 22. and yet in one. thing 
there feems to be a material difference ; that that which was there 
the face of an ox, and was en the left fide, chap. i. 10. is here the 
face of a cherub, and is the firjl face, ver. 14. whence fome have 
concluded, that the peculiar face of a cherub was that of an ox, 
which the Ifraelites had an eye to when they made the golden calf ; 
I rather think that in this latter vifion 'the firft face' Was the proper 
appearance or figure of a cherub* which Ezekiel knew very well* 
being a prieft, by what he had feen in the temple of the Lord^ 



ter 
can 



1 Kings vi. 29. but which we now have no certainty of at all ; and 
by this Ezekiel knew afllxredly, whereas before he only conjectured 
it, that they were all cherubims, though putting on different faces, 
ver. 20. And this firft appearing in the proper figure of a cherub* 
and yet it being needful to retain the number of four, that of the 
ox is left out and dropped, becaufe the face of the cherubim had 
been moft abufed by. the worfhip of an ox. As fometimes when 
God appeared to deliver his people, fo now when he. appeared to 
depart from them, he rode upon a cherub, and did fly. Now ob- 
ferve here, 

I- That this world is fubjecT: to turns and changes, and various 
revolutions ; the courfe of affairs in it is reprefented by wheels, 
ver. 9. fometimes one {poke is uppermoft, and fometimes another, 
they are ftiil ebbing and flowing like the lea, waxing and v/aning 
like the moon, 1 Sam. ii. 4, iffc. Nay, their appearance is as if 
there were a wheel in the midjlof a wheel, ver. 10. which intimates 
the mutual references of providences to each other, and their depen- 
dences on each other ; and the. joint tendency of all to one com? 
mon end, while their motions, as to ,us, are intricate and perplexed, 
and feemingly contrary. 

2. That there is an admirable harmony and uniformity in the 
various occurrences of providence, ver. 13. as for the wheels, 
though they moved feveral ways, yet it was cried to them, O wheels 
they were all as one, being guided by one Spirit to one end, for 
God works all according to the counfel of his own will, which is 
one, for his own glory, which is one. And this makes the difpo- 
fals of providence truly admirable, and to be looked upon with 
wonder. As the works of his creation, confiderd feparately, were 
good, but all together, very good ; fo the wheels of providence, con- 
fidered by themfelves, are wonderful ; but put them together, they 

are very wonderful* O wheel. 

3. That the motions of providence are fteady and regular, and 
whatever the -Lord pleafeth that he doth, and is never put upon 
new counfels. The wheels turned not as they went, ver. Tf. and 
the living creatures went Jlraight fo?'zuard, ver. 22. , What- 
ever difficulties lay in their way, they were fure to get over them, 
and were never obliged to ftand ftill, turn afide, or go back. So 
perfectly known to~God are all his works that he. is never put 

threfhold of the houfe, and flood over the cherubims. J upon new counfels. . , . 

That God makes more ufe of the miniftratiort of angels in 



'of a mans hand under their wings. 9 
looked, behold, the four wheels by the cherubims, one 
wheel by one cherub, and another wheel . by another 
cherub : and the appearance of the wheels was as the 
colour of a beryl-ftone. 10. And as for their appear- 
ances, they four had one likenefs, as if a wheel had 
been in the midft of a wheel. 11. When they went, 
they went upon their four fides ; they turned not as 
they went, but to the place whither the head looked, 
they followed it ; they turned not as they went. 1 '2. 
And their whole body, and their backs, and their 
hands, and their wings, and the wheels were full of 
eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had. 
13. As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my 
hearing, O wheel. 14. And every one had four faces: 
the firft face was the face of a cherub, and the fecond 
face was the face of a man, and the third the face* of a 
lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15. And 
.the cherubims were lifted up : this is the living creature 
•that I law by the river of Chebar. 16. And when the 
cherubims went, the wheels went by them : and when 
the cherubims lift up their wings, to mount up from 
the earth, the fame wheels alfo turned not . from belide 
them. 17. When they flood, thefe ftood ; and when i 
they were lifted up, thefe lift up themfelves alfo : for 
the fpirit of the living creature was in them. 18. 
Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the 



19. And the cherubims lift up their wings, and mount- 
ed up from the earth in my fight : when they went 
outj the wheels alfo were befides them, and every one 
ftood at the door of the eaft-gate of the LORDs houfe, 
and the glory of the God of Ifrael was over them a- 
bove. 20. This is the living creature that I faw under 
the God of Ifrael, by" the river of Chebar, and I knew 
that they were the cherubims. 21. Every one had 
four faces apiece, and every one four wings, and the 
likenefs of the hands of a man was under their wings. 
22. And the likenefs of their faces was the fame faces 
which I faw by the river of Chebar, their appearances 
nd themfelves : . they went every one ftraight forward. 
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The 
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We have here a* further account of the vifion of God's glory 
which Ezekiel few, here intended to introduce that direful omen 
of the departure of that glory from them, which would open the 
door for ruin to break in. 

I. Ezekiel fees the glory of God mining in the fanSuary, fo as 
he had feen it by the river of Chebar, and gives an account of 
it, that they who had by their wickednefs provoked God to de- 
part from them, might know what they had loft, and might la- 
ment after the Lord, groaning out their Ichabod, Where is the 



g 



Ezekiel here fees the operations of divine providence in the go- 
vernment of the lower world, and the affairs of it, reprefented by 
the fur wheels ; and the perfections of the holy augels, the inha- 
bitants of the upper world, and their miniflrations, reprefented by 
l he four living creatures, every one of which had four faces ; the 
agency of the^ angels in directing the affairs of this world is repre- 
sented by the clofe communcation that was between the living crea- 
tes and the> wheels, the wheels being guided by them in all their 



the government of this lower world than .we are award oh 
four wheels were by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and mo- 
ther wheel by another cherub, ver. 9. What has been imagined 
by fome concerning the fpheres above, that every orb has its In- 
telligence to guide it, is here intimated concerning the wheels be- 
low, that every wheel has its cherub to guide it; "VVe think it a 
fatisfa&ion to us if under the wife God there are wife men em- 
ployed in managing the affairs of kingdoms and churches 5 whe- 
ther there be fo or no, it appears by this there.are wife angels em- 
ployed, a cherub to every ivbeel. 

5. That all the motions of providence, and all the miniftrati^ 
ons of angels are under the government of the great God : They 
are all full of eyes-, ,thofe eyes of the Lord which, run to .and fro 
through the earth, and which the angels have always art eye to, 
ver. 12. The living creatures and the wheels- concur in their mo- 
tions and refts, ver. 17. for the Spirit of life, as it .may. be read* 
or, the Spirit of the living creatures is in the, wheels. The Spirit 
of God directs all the creatures, both upper and lower, fo as to 
make them ferve the divine purpofe. .Events are hot determined 
by the wheel of fortime, which is t>lind, but * by the wheels . of 
providence^ which are full of eyes. 

2. Ezekiel fees the glory of God removing out of the faniSht- 
arv, the place where God's honour had long-dwelt, 'and this fight 
is as fad as the other was grateful. It was- pleaflint to fee that 
God had not forfaken the earth, ; as the idolaters fuggefted, chap. 

but fad to . fee that he was forfaking his fancluary. Tjie 

But now it 
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glory of the Lord flood over the thrcfiold, ver. 4. 
departed from off the threfidd, having thence given the neceflary 
jrders for the deftru£tion"of the city, and it J> food over the che- 
rubims, notthofe in the moft holy place, but thpfe that Ezekiel 
now faw in vifion, vet\ 18, Itafcended thatftately chariot, as the 



judge when he comes off the bench goes into his coach and is gone. 

And immediately-^* cherubims lift up their tvings, ver.. 19. as they 

were 
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were directed, and they mounted up from the earth* as birds upon 
'the wing ; and when 'they went out the wheels of this chariot were 
not drawn, but went* by inftinct, beftde them ; by which it ap- 
peared, that the fpirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 
Thus when God is leaving a people in difpleafure, angels above, 
-and all events here below, fhall concur to further his departure. 
But obferve here, in the courts of the -temple where the people of 
Ifrael had difhonoured their God, had^ caft off his yoke, and with- 
drawn the fhouider from it, blefled angels' appear very ready to 
'ferve him, to draw in his chariot, and to mount upwards with it, 
God has fteWii the prophet how the will of God was difobeyed 
•by men on earth, chap. viii. here he fhews him how readily it is 
obeyed by angels and inferior creatures : and it is a comfort to us 
When we grieve for the wickednefe of the wicked, to think how 
his angels do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of his word* 

Pfel. ciii, 20. 

Let us now (1.) Take a view of his chariot in which the glory 
cf the God of Ifrael rides triumphantly. He that is the God of If- 
rael is the God of heaven and earth, and has the command of all the 
powers of both. Let the faithful Ifraelites comfort themfelves with 
this, that.he that is their God is'' above the cherubims, their Redeemer 
is fo, 1 Pet. iii. 22. and has the fole and fovereign difpofal of all 
events, the living creatures and the wheels agree to ferve him, fo 
that he is Head over all things to the church. The Rabbins call 
this vifxon that Ezekiel had, Mercabah* the vifion of the chariot ; 
and from thence they call the more abftrufe part of divinity which 
treats concerning God and fpirits, Opus currus y the work of the 
chariot* as they do the other part that is more plain and familiar, 
Opus herewith, the work of the creation. (2.) Let us attend the 
motions of this chariot. The cherubim and the glory of God above 
ihe?n* flood at the eajl gate of the Lord's houfe, ready to depart and 
leave the houfe, ver. 19. But obferve with how many flops and 
paufes God departs, as loth to go, and fee if there be any that will 
intercede with him to return. None of the priefts in the inner 
court, between the temple and the altar, would court his ftay, 
therefore he leaves their court, and ftands at the eqft gate* which 
let into the court of the people <> to fee if any. of them would yet at 
length ftand in the gap. Note, God removes by degrees from a 
provoking people ; and when he is ready to depart would return to 
them 3 if they were but a repenting, praying people, 

CHAP. Xl 

This chapter concludes the vifion which E%ekiel faw* and this part of 
it furnijhes him tvith tivo meffages : (1.) A ?neffage of wrath a- 
gainfl thofe who continued fill at Jerufale/n* and were the^e in the 
height of prefumption^ thinking they Jhoidd never fall* ver. 1,— -13. 
(1.) J meffage of comfort to thofe who were carried captives into 
Babylon* and were there in the depth of defpbndency* thinking they 
fhould never rife. And as the former are affured that God has 
judgments in Jlore for them* notzvitbjldnding -their prefent fecurity ; 
fo the latter .are affured* that God has mercy in Jlorc for them* 
notwithflanding their prefent diflrefs* ver. 14, — :2I. And fo the 
glory of God removes farther* ver. 22, 23. 7 he vifion dif ap- 
pears* ver. 24^ and Ezekiel faithfully gives his hearers an ac- 
count of it* ver. 25. 



my 



nboi 



that I am the LORD : for ye have not, walked i n 

then fell I dm 

upon my face, and cried with- a loud voice, and f \? 

Ah, LORD God, wilt thou make a . full end rfvf? 
remna'nt of Ifrael ? 01 the 



ftatutes, neither executed my judgments^ but have H 
after the manners of the heathen that are round h 
you. 13. 5 And it came to pafs when I pronheS 
that Pelatiah the* fon of Benaiah died : then kli V7 ed > 



notwith; 
The 

thefe 
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Oreover, the fpirit lift me up, and brought me 
unto the eait-gate of. the LORDs houfe, 
which looketh eaftward : and behold, at the door of the 
gate five and twenty men : among whom I faw Jaaza- 
niah the fon of Azur, and Pelatiah the fon of Benaiah, 
princes of the people, 2. Then faid he unto me, Son 
of man * thefe are the men that devife mifehief, and 
give wicked counfel in this city : 3; Which fay, It is 
not near, let us build houfes : this city is the caldron, 
and we he the flefh. 4. 5 Therefore prophefy againft 
them, prophefy, O fon of man. 5. And the fpirit of 
the LORD fell upon me, and laid unto me, Speak, 
Thus faith the LORD, Thus have ye faid, O houfe of 
Ifrael : for I know the things that come into your mind, 
every one of them- 6. Ye have multiplied your flain 
in this cityj and ye have filled the ftreets thereof with 
the flain. 7. Therefore thus faith the LORD God, 
Your flain whom ye have laid in the midft of it, they 
are the flefh, and this city is the caldron : but I will 
bring you forth out of the midft of it. 8- Ye have 
feared the fword, and I will bring a fword upon you, 
faith the LORD God. 9. And I will bring you out 



We have here, , ... 

I. The great fecurity of thfc princes of Jerufalem, 
ftandihg the judgments of God that were upon them. ' 
phct was brought in vifion to the gate of the temple wheritW 
princes fat in council upon the prefent arduous affairs of the c t ^ 
The Spirit lift me up* and brought the to the eafP-gaie of the JjJ) 
houfe, and behold-* tfventy five men were there. See how obfeqm * 
the prophet was to the Spirit's orders, and how obfervant of all IT 
difcoveries that wer6 made to him. It fhould feem thefe twe 
five men were not the fame with thofe twenty five whom he f ^ 
at the door of the temple worshipping toward the eafl* chap, viii 7? 
thofe feem to have been priefts or Levitts, ,for they, were betwe ' 
the porch and the altar, but thefe were princes fitting in the 
of the Lord's houfe* to try caufes- Jer. xxvi. to. and thefe here 
are charged, not with corruptions in worfhip, but male-admini- 
fixation in the government ; two of them are named, becauf^ 
they were the moft leading a£tive men, and, perhaps, becaufe the 
prophet knew them, though he had been fome years abfem • | a : 
azaniah, not that mentioned chap. viii. ii. for he was the fon 
of Shaphan, this is the fon of jfzur. Some tell us that Jerufalem 
was divided into twenty four wards, and that thefe were the gover, 
nours, or aldermen, of thofe wards, with their mayor, or prefc 
dent. Now obfervej 

■ • • 

(ii) The general character which God gives of thefe men (a 
the prophet, ver. 2. Thefe are the men that devife mifehief "j under 
pretence of concerting meafures for the publick fafety, they harden 
people in their fins, and take off their fear of God's judgments 
which they are threatened with by the prophets J * they ghe°vicied' 
counfel in this city* counfelling them to reftrain and filence the pro- 
phets, to rebel againft the king of Babylon, and to refolveupon hold- 
ing the city out to the laft extremity. Note, It is bad with a people 
when the things that belong to their peace are hid from the eyes 
pf thofe who are intrufted with their ccunfels. And when mif- 
ehief is done, God knows at whofe door to lay it ; and, in the day 
of difebvery and recompence, will be fure to lay it at the rMit 
door, and will fey, Thefe are the ??icn that devifed it, though they 
are great men. and pafs for wife men,* and muft not now be con- 
tradicted or controlled. 

(2.) The particular charge exhibited againft them in ptoof of 
this character^ They are indited for words fpoken at their coimv 
cil-board,- which he that flands in the congregation of the mighty 
would take cognizance of, ver. 3. they faid to this effe&, is not- 
near* the deftrudlion of our city, that has been fo often threatened 
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of the midft thereof, and deliver you into the hands of in ^> 



by the prophets, is not near not fo near as they talk of: they are 
confeious to themfelves of fuch an enmity to reformation, that 
they cannot but conclude it will come at laft : but they have fuch 
ari opinion of God's patience ( though they have long abufed it) 
that they are willing- to hope it will not come this great whiie. 
Note, Where Satan cannot perfwade. men to look upon the judg- 
ment to..come as a thing, doubtful and uncertain, yet he gains his 
point by perfvvading them to look upon it as a thing at a diftance, 
fo that it lofes its force. If it be fure, yet // is not near* wherebs 
in truth, the judge flands before the door. 

Now if the deftru£Hon is not near, they conclude, Let tis buM 
houfes 1 let us count upon a continuance, for this city is the'caldrsn % 
and we are the flejh. This feems to be a proverbial exprelEon, fig- 
nifying no more but this, we are as fafe in this city as flefh in a 
boiling pot 5 the walls of the city fhall be to us as Walls of brofh 
and fhall receive no more damage by. the befiegers about.it, than 
the caldron doth by the fire under iti. Thofe that think to force 
us out of our city into captivity, it will be as much at their peril, 
; as it would be to take the fiefti out of a boiling pot with their 
hands. This appears to be the meaning of it, by the anfwer God 
gives to it, ver. 9. I will bring you out of the midft of the city, 
where you think your felves fafe, and then it will appear, ver. U, 
that this is not your caldron* neither are you the flefh. Perhaps, it, 
has a particular reference to the flefh of the peace- offerings ^ which it 
was fo great an offence for the priefts than/elves to. take out of the 
caldron while it was in feethmg, as we find r Sam, ii. 13, 14» an( * 
then it intimates, that they were the more fecure becaufe- jerufa- 
lem was the holy city, and they thought themfelves a holy people 

not to be meddled with. Some think this was- a banter 
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ftrangers, and will execute judgments among you. 

10. Ye fhall fall by the fword, I will judge you in the 
border of Ifrael, and ye fhall know that I am the LORD. 

11. This city fhall not be your caldron, neither fhall 
ye be the flefh in the midft thereof * but 

you in the border of Ifrael. 



upon Jeremiah, who in one of his firil vifions faw Jerufalem 
reprefented by a feething pot^ Jer. i. 13. now, fay they, in a 
way of jeft and ridicule, if it be a feething pof we are as the 
flefh in it, and who dares meddle with us ? Thus they conti- 
nued mocking the mefiengers of the Lord, even while they &r- 
I will judge fered for fo doing; but be yc not mockers hfl your bands be itM« e 

12. And ye fhall know \jlrong. Thofe hearts are hard indeed which are made more 

fecure 
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f ure by thbfe words of God which were defigned for warning 

t° the ^ e method 'taken* to awaken them out of their fecurity. 

2 ' ould think the providences of God, that were concerning 
^ nC W -w'ere enough to-ftartle them ; but to help them to under- 
hand improve thofe, the word of God is fent them to give 



them 



i rri warning ver. 4- therefore prophefy ogainji them., and try to 
Tpcdvt them, pyoph'efy, O fin of man, upon thefe dead and dry 
C Note The greateft kindnefs minifters cart do to fecure 

r° neS rs is to preach againft them, and to fhew them their mifery 
adan^er though they are never fo unwilling to fee it. We 
h aft moft for them, when we appear moft againft them, 
a the prophet being at a lofs what to fay to men that w£re har- 
jTed in fin, and bid defiance to the judgments of - Godj We Spi- 
•fthe Lord fell upon him, to make him full of power arid tou- 
rlt0 J j r~:J him. Speak. Note, When finners are fiat ter- 



r&c and faid unto him, i_ 

- themfelves into their own ruin it is time to fpeak, and to tell 
ir !° fhall have no peace if they go on. Minifters are fome- 

• es fo bafhful and timorous, and fo much at a lofi, that they 
f 1 u £ ^ e p U t on to fpeak, and to fpeak boldly. But he that com- 
pels the prophet to fpeak, gives him inftru&ions what to fay ; 

he muft addrefs himfelf to them as the houfe of Ifrael, ver. 5. 
I not the princes only$ but all the people were concerned to know 
the truth of their caufe$ to know the toorft of it. -They are the 
hufe of Ifrael, and therefore the God of Ifrael is concerned, in kind- 
ne(s to them, to give them warning 3 and they are concerned j in 
duty to him, to take the warning; 
A'n4 what is it he muft fay to th'etft in God's name ? 
1 Let them know, That thfe God of heaven takes notice of 
their vain confidences with which they fupport themfelves, ' ver. 5; 
? / know the things that 'come into ydur minds every one of them, what 
fecret reafons you have for thefe refolutions* and what you aim at 
in putting fo good a face upon a matter you know to be bad. 
' Jfote God perfectly knows not Only the things that come out of 
: our mouths^ but the things that come into our minds not only 
all we fay, bu* all we think ; even thofe thoughts that are moft 
ftddenly darted into our mindsj and as fuddenly flip out of them 
a<*ain, fo that we ourfelves are fcarce aware of them, yet God 
; knows them ; he knows us better than we know ourfelves ; He 
l mdcrjlands our thoughts afar off : the confideration whereof mould 
obli°e.us to keep our hearts with all diligence, that no vain thoughts 
., come into them, or lodge within them. 

2. Let them know, That all that had fallen, or fliould yet fall, 
in jerufalem, by the fword of the Chaldeans, they that advifed to 
fend it out, fhould be accounted before God the murtherers of 

: them ; and thofe flain were the only ones that fhould remain in the 
\ aty, as the flejh in the caldron, vcr. 6; you have midtiplicd your fain 
" hi the city, not only thofe whom you have by the fword of juftice 
1 unjuftly put to death,under colour of law, but thofe whom you have 
by your wilfulnefs and pride unwifely expofed to the fword of war, 

• though you were told by the prophets you fhould certainly go by 

• the worft. Thus you, with your ftubborn humour, have filled 
•■ the Jlrcets of Jerusalem with the fain. Note, Thofe 'who are 

cither unrighteous or imprudent in beginning or carrying on a 

• war bring upon themfelves a great deal of the guilt of blood ; 
. and thofe who are flain in the battles or fieges which they, by fuch 

a reafonable peace as the war aimed at, might have prevented, 
will be called their fain. Now thefe flain are the only flefh 
that fhall be left in this caldron, ver. 7. There fhall none re- 
main to keep pofleflion of the city, but thofe that are buried in 
it. There fhall be no inhabitants of Jerufalem but the inhabi- 
tants of the graves there, no freemen of the. city but the free a- 
mong the dead. 

3. Let them know, That how impregnable foever they thought 
their city to be, they fhould be forced out of it, either driven to 
flight, or dragged into captivity : / will bring you forth out of the 
mtdjl of it, whether you will or no, ver. 7. and again, ver. 9. 
They had provoked God to forfake the city, and thought they 
fhould do well enough by their own policy and ftrength when he 
was gone ; but God will make them know, that there is no peace 
to them that have left their God. If they have, -by their fins, 
driven God from his houfe, he will foon, by his judgments, drive 
them from theirs : and it will be found that thofe are leaft fafe' 
that are moft fecure. This city fhall not be your caldron, ?icither 
[ball ye be the fiejh, you fhall not foke away in it, as you promife 
yourfelves, and die in your neft ; you think yourfelves fafe in the 
mulft thereof, but you fhall not be long there. 

4« Let them know. That when God has got them out of the 
niidft of Jerufalem, he will purfuc them with his judgments 
wherever he finds them 5 the judgments which they thought to 
flielter themfelves from, by keeping clofe in Jerufalem, They 
feared the fword if they fhould go out to the Chaldeans, and 
therefore would abide in their caldron ; but faith God, I will bring 
<i fword upon you, ver. 8. and you fiall fall by the fword i ver. 10. 
Note,^ The fear of - the wicked it fhall come upon him. And 
there is no fence againft the judgments. of God when they come 
with commiflion, no not in walls of brafs. They were afraid of 
trufting to the mercy of ftrangers : but, faith God,- / will deliver 
jstt into the hands of fir angers, whofe refentments you fhall feel, 

INK 67. 



fince you were not willing to lie at their mercy; fee Jen 
xxxviii. 17, 1 8m* They thought to efcape the judgments of 6od; 
but God faith he will . execute judgments upon th/£: and whereas 
they refolved, if they rnuft be judged, , it fhould be in Jerufalem* 
God tells them, ver. 10. ; and again, ver. 11. he will judge them 
zn the Borders of Ifrae^ wlifch was fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar 
flew all the nobles of judah at Riblah in the land of Hamath, ork 
the utmoft border of the land 'of Canaam Note, Thofe who havtb 
taken never fo deep root in. the, place where they, live, yet cannot 
^ -hat. in that place thev fhall die: 



5.* Let them know, That all this is the due punifhment of their 
fin, and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God againft them. 
Ye fiall know that I am the Lord \ ver. 10. and again, ver. 12. 
Thofe fhall be made to know by the fword of the Lord, that would 
not be taught by his word, what a hatred he has to fin, . and what 
a fearful thing it is for impenitent finners to fall into his hands;. 
I will execute judgment s 9 and then you fhall know- that lam the 
Lordy for the Lord is known by the judgments which he execu- 
ted, upon thofe that have not walked in his flatutes. Hereby it 
is known that he made the law, becaufe'he.punifheth the breach 
of it. I will execute judgments among you, faith God, becaufe .you 
have not executed my judgments, ven 12. Note, The executing 
of the judgments of God's mouth by us, in a uniform, fteady 
courfe of obedience to his law, is the only way to prevent the ex- 
ecuting of the judgments of his hand upon us in our ruin and 
confufion; oneway or other God's judgments will be executed} 
the lavy will take place .either in its precept or in its penalty. 
If ive a^o not give honour to God by executing his judgments as 
he has commanded, he : will get him honour upon us, by executing 
his judgments, as he has threatened : and thus we fhall know that 
he is the Lord, the fovereign Lord of all, that will not be mock- 
ed. And obferve, When they caft off God's jtatutes-, and walk- 
ed not in them, they did after the manners of the heathen that were 
round about them, and introduced into their worfhip all their im- 
pure, ridiculous, and barbarous ufages. When men leave the 
fetUed rule of divirie inftitutions, they wander endlefly. Juftly 
therefore was this made the reafon why they fhould keep God's-, 
ordinances, that they might not commit the abominable cufloms of 
the heathen^ Lev. xviii. 36. 

3. This awakening word is immediately here followed by ari a- 
wakening providence, ver. ,13. Where we may obferve, 

s i. With what power Ezekiel prophefied* or rather, what a 
divine power went along with it; came to pafs when I prophe- 
fed, that Pelatiah the fon of Benaiah died ; who was mentioned 
ver. I. as a principal man among the twerity five princes that 
made all the mifchief in Jerufalem. It fhould feem, this was done 
in vifion now, as the flaying of the ancient men, chap. ix. 6; 
upon occafion of which Ezekiel prayed, ver. 8. as he did herej 
but it was an aflurance, that when this prophecy fhould be pub- 
lifhed it fhould be done, in fa&. The death of Pelatiah v/as ari 
earneft of the compleat accomplifhment of this prophecy. Note$ 
God is pleafed oftentimes to fingle out fbme finners, and to make 
them monuments of his juftice, for warning to others of what is 
coming : and fbme that thought themfelves very fafe are {hatched 
away fuddenly, and drop down dead in an inftant ; as Ananias and 
Sapphira at Peter's feet, when lie prophefied. 

2. With what pity Ezekiel prayed. Though the fudden death 
of Pelatiah was a confirmation of Ezekiel's prophecy, and really 
an honour to him, yet he was in a mighty concern about it, arid 
laid it to heart, as if he had been his relation or friend : He fell 
on his face, and cried with aloud voice, as one in earneft; Ah 7 
Lord Gody wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Ifrael? 
Many are fwept away, by the judgments we have been under, 
and fhall the remnant which have efcaped the fword die thus by 
the immediate hand of heaven ? Then thou wilt indeed make a 
full end. Perhaps it was Ezekiel's infirmity to bewail the death 
of this wicked prince thus, as it was Samuel's to mourn fb long 
for Saul ; but thus he fhewed how far he was from defying the 
woful day he foretold. David lamented the fickne/s of thofe 
that hated and perfecuted him. And we ought to be much 
affe£ted with the fudden death of others, yea, though they are 
wicked. 

■ ■ 

* * 

14. Again the v/otd of the LORD came unto me,- 
faying, 15. Son of man, thy brethren, even thy bre- 
thren, the men of thy kindred, and all the houfe of 
Ifrael wholly are they, unto whom the inhabitants 
of J erufalem have faid, Get ye far from the LORD : 
unto us is this land given in pofTeflion. 1 6. Therefore 
fay, Thus faith the LORD Gody Although I have 
eaft them fir off among the heathen, and although I 
have fcattered them among the countries,- yet will I 
be to them as a little fandtqary in the countries where 
they fhall come. 17. Therefore fay, Thus faith the 
LORD God, I will even gather you from the people* 
and affemble you out of the countries where ye have 
been fcattered, and I will give you the land of IfraeL 
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1 8. And they fhall come thither, and they fhall take 
away all the deteftable things thereof, and all the abo- 
minations thereof from thence. 19. And I will give 
them one heart* and I will put a new fpirit within you; 
and I will take the ftony heart out of their flefh, and 
will give them an heart of flefh: 20. , That they may 
\valk in my ftatutes* and keep mine Ordinances, and do 
them : and they fhall be my. people* and I will be their 
God-. 2i., But as for them whofc heart walked* after 
the heart of their deteftable things, and their aboriiina- 
tions, I will recdmpence their 'ifof upon their own 
lieads, faith the LORD God. 

r • 

Prophecy was defigned that • by lievefy. valley ?night be exalted, 
as well as every mountain and hill brought low, Ifa. xl, 4. and pro- 
phets were to fpeak 1 riot only 1 conviction to' the prefump tubus 
and fecure, but comfort to ' the ' delpifed" : arid defporiding, that 
trembled at God's word. The prophet having, in the former 
part of this chapter, received inftrUcliorls for the awakening of 
thofe that were at eafe in Zion> is, in thefe veirfes, farnifhed with 
comfortable words for thofe . that mourned, in Baby Ion * and by 
the rivers there fat weepings when they remembered Zioh. Ob- 
ferve, _ 

1. How the pious captives were trampled upon and mfulted 
Over by thofe who continued in Jerufalem, ver. 15. God tells 
the prophet what the inhabitants of Jerufalem faid of him and 
the reft of them that were already carried away to Babylon ; God 
had owned them as good Jigs, and declared it was for their good 
that he had fent them into Babylon, but the inhabitants ' of Jeru- 
falem abandoned them, fuppofirig them that were really the beft 
faints to be the greateft finners of all men that dwelt in Jerufa- 
lem. Obferve, (1.) How they are defcribed ; they are thy bre- 
thren, faith God to the prophet, whom thou haft a concern and 
affech'on for, they are the men- of thy kindred $ the men of thy re- 
de?nptio?t, fo the word is; thy next of kin, to whom the right of 
redeeming the alienated po'fieflion doth belong,' but who are fo far 
from being able to do it, that they are themfelves gone into cap- 
tivity: They are the whole hoife of lfrael, God fo accounts of 
them, becaufe they only have retained their integrity, and are 
bettered by their captivity. . They are not only of the fame fa- 
mily and nation with Ezckicl, but of the fame fpirit, they were- 
his hearers, and he had communion with them in holy ordi- 
nances ; and, perhaps, upon that account they are called his brc- 
ihretty and the ?nen of his kindred. (2.) How they were difowned 
by the inhabitants of Jerufalem, they faid of them, Get yc far from 
the Lord. They that were at eafe and proud themfelves fcorned 
their brethren that were humbled and under humbling providences. 
2. They'cut them off from being members of their church ; becaufe 
they had (eparated themfelves from their rulers, and in compliance 
with the will of God had furrendered themfeives to tne kingjof Baby- 
lon, they excommunicated them, and .faiu, Get ye far from the. 
Lord, we will have nothing to do with you ; thofe that were fu- 
perftitious were very willing to fhake off thofe that were confei- 
entious, arid were fevere in their cenfures of them, and fentences 
againft them, as if they were forfaken and forgotten of the Lord, 
and were cut off from the communion of the faithful. 2. They 
cut them off from being members of the commonwealth too, as if 
they had no longer any part or lut in the matter ; unto us is the 
land given in pojfejjion, and you have forfeited your eflates by fur- 
rendering to the king of Babylon, and we are thereby become en- 
titled to them : God takes notice of, and is much difpleafed with, 
the contempt which thofe that are in profperity put upon their bre- 
thren that are in affliction. 

2. The gracious promifes which God made to them, in confi- 
deration of the infulent carriage of their brethren towards them. 
They that hated them and caft them out, faid, Let the Lord be 
glorified j but he Jhall appear to their joy, Ifa. lxvi. 5. God owns 
that his hand was gone out againft them, which had given occa- 
fion to their brethren to triumph oyer them, ver. 16. it is true, 
I have cajl them far off among the heathen, and fc ottered them a- 
?nong the countries, they look as if they were an 'abandoned people, 
and fo mingled with the nations as that they would be loft among 
them, but I have mercy in ftore for them. Note, God takes oc- 
cafion from the contempts which are put upon his people to fpeak 
comfort to them j as David hoped God would reward him good 
for Shimei's curfing. His time to fupport his peoples hopes is, when 
their enemies are endeavouring to drive them, to defpair. Now 
God promifeth, 

(1.) That he will makeup to them the want of the temple, 
and the privileges of it, ver. 16. 7 will be to them as a little fanclu- 
ary, in the countries where they Jhall co?ne. They at Jerufalem 
have the temple, but without God ; they in Babylon have God, 
though without the temple. 1. God will be a fahttuary to them, 
i. e. a place of refuge ; to him they fhall flee, and in him they 
fhall be fafe, as he was that took hold on the horns of the altar. 
Or rather, they (hall have fuch communion with God in the land 
of their captivity, as - it was thought could be had no where but in 




• the temple: They fhall. there fee God's potuer and his rfc* r ' 
they ufed to fee it in the fancluary : They fhall have the tbke 
God's pretence with them, ; and his grace- in their hearts fhall \ ' 
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ftify their prayers and praifes, as well as ever. the altar fan&ifiej T 
gift, fb that they fhall fie of e the Lord better, than, an ox or bii^ 
; 2. He will, be a little fancluary, not feen or bbferve'd by their 

') Jeru.. — "-o - e>- — -> - . ± uey w 

. but few and mean, and a little fancluary was ; fitteft for the 

God regards the low ejlate of his people, and fuits his favours ' 
< their cir'turriftances. ™- r ~ — " — r - — r *• sto 



ies, who looked with an evil and envious eye . upon that, houf 
rufalem which was high and great, .1 Kings ix. 8. Thevi* 



r 



Obferve the condefcenfions of. divine ^race 
the great-God zuill be to his people a little Janduary. Note,^^ ' 
that, are, deprived of the benefit of publick ordinances, if it be ^ 
their own fault, may have the want of them abundantly made^ 
in the immediate communications of divine grace and comforts^ 5 
(2.) That God would in due time put an end to their afflidlio ns 
bring, them out of the land of their • captivity, and fettle them * 
gain, them or their children, in. their own land, ver. 17, 7^ 
gather even yoit that are- thus difperfed,. thus; defpifed, and given 
over for loft , by your own countrymen ; I will gather, you Jronith 
people, diftinguifh you from thofe with whom , you are min^Iei 
deliver you from thofe by whom you are held captives, and a/fa' 
ble you in a body out of the. countries where you have been fcatter 
. ed\ you fhail not comeback one by one^ but all together, which 
will make your return more honourable, fafe,- and comfortable- 
and then I will give you the land- of Ifrael, which now your brethren 
• look upon you as for ever fhut cut from.. Note, It is v/ell for us 
that mens feVere cenfures cannot cut lis oft' from God's gracious 
promifes. There are many that will be found to have a place in 
the holy .land, whom . uncharitable men, by their monopolies cf it 
to themfelves, had fecluded from it. I will give you the land cfli 
racl, give it you again by a new granr. and they Jhall come thither 
If there be anything in the change pf the perfon from you to 
them, it may fignify the pofterity of thofe to whom the promifeis 
made : You fhall have the title as the patriarchs had, and ihey that 
come after fhall have the pofTefTion. 

(3.) Thar God, by his grace, would part between them and 
their fins, ver. 18. Their captivitv fhall effectually cure them of 
their idolatry ; when they co?ne thither to their own land again 
they Jl)all take away all the detejlable things thereof Their idols " 
that had been their delediable things, fhould now be looked upon 
with deteftation ; not only the idols of Babylon, where they were 
captives, but the idols of Canaan, where they were natives j they 
fhould not only not worfhip them as they had done, but the'v 
fhould not fuffer any monuments of them to remain ; they jhall 
take all the abominations thereof from thence. Note, Then it is iri 
mercy that we return to a profperous eftate, when we return not 
to the fins and follies of that ftate ; What have I to do any mere 
with idols ? 

(4.) That God would powerfully difpofe them to their duty ; 
they fhall not only ceafe to do evil, but they fhall learn to do well; 
becaufe there fhall be not only an end of their_t roubles, but a re- 
turn to. their peace. 

1. God will plant good principles in them ; he will make the 
tree good, ver. 19. This is a gofpel promife, and is made good 
to all thofe whom God defigns for the heavenly Canaan ; for God 
prepares all for heaven, whom he has prepared heaven for. It is 
promifed, I. That God vjill give them one heart, i. e. a heart en- 
tire for the true Goo, and not divided as it had been among jnany 
gods ; a heart firmly fixed and refolved for God, and not waver- 
ing ; fteady and uniform, and not inconftant with it felf: One 
heart is a fincere and upright heart, its intentions of a piece with, 
its profeffions. 2. That he will put a new fpirit within them, a 
temper of mind agreeable to the new circumftances which God in 
his providence would bring them into. All that are fan&ified 
have a new fpirit, quite different from what it was ; they acT: from 
new principles, walk by new rules, and aim at new ends. A 
new name or a new face will not ferve without a new fpirit. If 
any mail be in Chrijl, he is a new creature. 3. That he will tate 
away the Jlony heart out of their flefj, out of their corrupt nature. 
Their hearts fhall no longer be, as they have been, dead and dry, 
and hard and heavy as a ftone ; no longer uncapable of bearing 
good fruit, fo that the good feed is loft upon it, as it was on the 

Jlony ground. 4. That he will give them a heart of flcjh, not dead, 
or proud flefh, but living fiem ; he will make their hearts fenfible 
of fpiritual pains, and fpi ritual pleafures ; will make them tender, 
and apt to receive impreftions ; this is God's work, if is his gift* 
his gift by promife ; and a wonderful and happy change it is that 
is wrought by it, from death to life. This is promifed to thole 
whom God would bring back to their own land, for then fuch a 
change of the condition is for the better indeed, when it is accom- 
panied with fuch a change of the heart 5 and fuch a change mult 
be wrought in all thofe that fhall be brought tr> the better country 
that is, the heavenly. 

2. Their practices fhall be confonant to tN fe principles ; / ^| 
give them a new fpirit, not that they may be : ble to difcourfe well 
of religion, and to difpute for it, but that i 'uy ?nay walk in 

Jlatutes, in their whole converfation, and keej. mine ordinances, & 

all afts of religious worfhip, ver. 20. Theie V vo muft go together. 
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, I C e . to whom God has^given a new heart, and a new fpirit^ 
Ml make cbnfcience of both and: then, they Jhall ' be ?ny people, 



* vl Jl ^ w 7/ /j&«r God : The ancient covenant which feemed- to 
been. broken and forgotten fhall be renewed-- By their- idola- * 
^ iave j £ fhould feem they had caft God off* by 'their- captivity it 
jj' Id feem God had caft them off but when they were -cured of 



try 



- ■ idolatry, and delivered out of their captivity, God : and< his 
Tf el own one another again : God, by his good- work in them, 
rll make them his people, and* then, by the tokens of his good 

towards them, he will fhew-that he is their God. 
wl Here is a threatning of wrat-h- againft thofe- who hated to be. 

formed. As y when judgments are threatned, the righteous are 
^ftin«ni'iflied. fo as. not to fhare in- the evil of thofe judgments; fo, 
Cl hen°fevours are^promifed, the wicked are diftinguifhed fo as not 
io fhare in the comfort of thofe favours ; they : have-no part or lot 
in the matter, ver. 21. But as- for them that have no grace, what 
]iave they to do zuith peace ? Obferve, r. Their- defcription ; 
their heart walks after the heart of ' their ' deteftable ' -things ; they 
have as great a mind to worfhip devils, as devils -have to be wor- 
fhipped : Or, in oppofkion to the new heart which- God r gives his 
people? which is a heart after his own hearty they have a heart af- 
ter the heart of their idols, i. e. in their temper and practice they 
conformed themfelves to. the characters and accounts given them of 
their idols, and . the ideas they have of them, and of them, they 
learned lewdnefe and cruelty. -Here lies the root of all their wic- 
Jcednefs, the corruption of the heart ; as the root of their reforma- 
tion is laid in the renovation of the heart. The heart has its 
walks, and according as thofe are the man is. 2. Their doom ; 
it carries both juftice and terror in it 5 / will recompenfe their way 
upon their own heads, i. e. I will deal with them as they deferve. 
There needs no more than this to fpeak God righteous, that he 
doth but render to men according to their deferts : And yet fuch 
are the deferts of fin, that there needs no more than this to fpeak 
the fmner miferable. 

■ 

22. 5 Then did the che'rubims lift lip- their wings, 
and the wheels befides them ; and the glory of the God 
of Ifrael was over them above. 23. And the glory of 
the LORD went up from the midft of the city, and 
ftood upon the mountain, which is on the eaft-fide of 
the city. 24. 5 Afterwards the fpirit took me up, and 
brought me in vifion by the fpirit of God into Chaldea, 
to them of the captivity : fo the vifion that I had feen 
went up from me. 25. Then I fpake unto them of 
the captivity, all the things that the LORD had 
ftiewed me-. 

Here is, 1. The departure of God's prefence from the city and 
temple. When the meflage was corhmitted to the prophet, and 
he was fully apprized of it, fully inftrudted how to feparate be- 
tween the precious and the vile, the?i the cherubims lift up their 
wings, and the tub eels befides them, ver. 22. as before, chap. x. 19. 
Angels, when they have done their errands in this lower world, 
are upon the wing to be gone, for they lofe no time. We left 
the glory of the Lord laft at the eafl-gate of the temple, chap. x. 19. 
which is here faid to be in the midjl of the city : Now here we are 
told, that, finding and wondering that there was none to inter- 
cede, none to uphold, none to invite its return, it removed next to 
the mountain, which is on the eajl-fule of the city, ven 23. that 
was the mount of Olives. On that mountain they had fet up their 
idols, to confront God in his temple, when he dwelt there, 

1 Kings xi. 7. and thence it was called the tnount of corruption, 

2 Kings xxiii. 13.' therefore there God doth as it were fet up his 

flandard, his tribunal*, as it were to confront them, who thought 

to keep pofleflion of the temple for themfelves now God had left it. 

From that mountain there was a full profpedt of the city, thither 

God removed, to make good what he had faid, Deut. xxxii. 20. 

/ will hide ?ny face from them, I will fee what their end Jl)all be. 

It was from this mountain that Chrift beheld the city, and wept 

ever it, in the forefight of its laft defrruclrion by the Romans. 

The glory of the Lord removed thither, to be as it were yet within 

call, and ready to return, if now at length, in this their day, 

they would have underflood the things that belonged to their peace. 

Loth to depart bids oft farewel ; God, by going away thus flowly, 

thus gradually, intimated, that he left them with reludtancy, and 

"would not have gone if they had not perfectly forced him from 

them. He did now, in effect, fay, Hozu Jhall 1 give thee up, E- 

fhra'mi ? how Jhall I deliver thee, Ifrael ? But though he bear 

Jong, he will not bear always, but will at length forfake thofe, 

and caft them off for ever, who have forfaken him, and caft him 
oft. ? 5 

2. The departure of this vifion from the prophet ; at length it 
went up f rom hjrn 5 z >er. 24. he faw it mount upwards, till it 
v.'ent out of fight, which would be a confirmation to his faith that 
*t was a heavenly vifion, that it dcicended from above, for thither- 
wards it returned. Note, The vifions which the faints have of 
the glory of God, will riot be conftant till they com© to heaven. 
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They. have .glimpfes. of that glory which, they fqoh Ipfe/ again; 
vifions which go up- from them ; .♦taftesiof i dwine f plW^ 
a continuaj. feaft. . It : was from . the<niount. of Olives the 'vif on 
went, up, /typifying the aicenfion of Chrift 'to heaven from that 
very^ mountain; w.hen thofe .that had \ feen" him :.rnanife/led' in tire 
ftjh 1 , faw him no /more a . . It/ was foretold^ Zich. xiv. 4J that his 
feei-Jhould Jland'Upih the mount- of Olives, ftand; faffc therfe; ; 1 m . - '. 

2; prophet's. ; return to them ; of .tiiej captivity ; ^the fame 

fpirit that, had. carried:, him .in; a, trance jor ; jecftafy/to^ 
brought him. back; tpj Chaldea'^ for: there- the .bpunds .of his habka r 
tion are- at prefent appointed'j and;., that is. the place t of his.fervice. 
The fpirit camp to him,, not to deliver; him out : o£ captivity, but 
(which was equivalent) to fuppoft and comfort r him in. his capti- 
vity. - . ■ ' 

4. The account which he gave-to his hearers of all he- had- feen 
and. heard, ver. 25. He, received that he might give^ and he was 
faithful to him that appointed him : He delivered- his meftage Very 
honeftly ; he fpake. all that, and that only, which Crod VhhJt* focxv~ 
eel him : 'He told them of the great wickednefs he had feen at -Je- 
rulalem, and the ruiri that y/as. haftening towards that city, that 
they might not repent of their fur rendering themfelves to the king 
of Babylon, as Jeremiah advifed them, and blame themfelves for 
it, nor envy thofe that flayed behind, and laughed at them for go- 
ing when they did, nor wifn themfelves there again, but be con- 
tent in their captivity. Who would covet to. be in a city fo full of 
fin, and fo near to ruin ? It is better be in Babylon under the fa- 
vour of God, than in Jerufalem under his wrath and curfe. But 
though this, was delivered immediately to them of the captivity, 
yet we may fuppofe they fent the contents of it to them at Jerufa- 
lem, with whom they kept up a correfpondence ; and well had it 
been for Jerufalem, if fhe had taken the warning hereby given. 

CHAP. XII. 



"Though the vifon of God' 
word comes to 
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of God's glory be gone up from the prophet, yet his 
him flill, and is by him fent to the people, and' to the 
fame purpofe zvith that which ivas difcovered to him in the vifon, 
namely, to fet forth the terrible judgments thai were comi?ig upon 
ferujalem, by which the city and temple, fliould be entirely laid 
wajle. In this chapter, I . The prophet, by removing his fluff', 
and quitting his lodgings, ?nujl be a fign to fet forth Zedekiab's 
fight out of ferufalem in the utjnojl confufon, when the Chaldeans 
took the city, ver. 1, — 16. 2. The prophet, by eating his meat 
zvith ircmblwg', tnuji be a fign to fet forth the famine in the cityi, 
during the fege, and the co?i/ler?tation that the inhabitants fhould 
be in, ver. 17, — 20. 3. A ?neffage is fent frc?n God to the peo- 
ple, to afjiire them, that all thefe predictions fjould have their ac- 
complifloment very Jhortly, and ?iot be deferred, as they flattered 
the?nj elves tuith hopes they would, ver. 21, — .28. 
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fayin 



word of the LORD &!fo came tinto mei 
2. Son of man, thou dwellefl in the 



midft of a rebellious houfe, which have eyes to fee, and 
fee not ; they have ears to hear, and hear not : for they 
are a rebellious houfe. 3. Therefore thou fon of man, 
prepare thee ftuff for removing, and remove by day in 
their fight, and thou' fhalt remove from tliy place to 
another place in their fight ; it may be they will con- 
fider, though they be a rebellious houfe. 4. Then 
fhalt thou bring forth thy ftuff by day in their fight, 
as ftuff for removing : and thou fhalt go forth at even 
in their fight, as they that go forth into captivity. 
5. Dig thou through the wall in their fight, and carry- 
out thereby. 6. In their fight flialt thou bear it upon 
thy fhoulders, and carry it forth in the twilight : thou 
fhalt cover thy face that thdu fee not the ground : for 
I have fet thee for a fign unto the houfe of Ilrael; 7. 
And I did fo as I was commanded : I brought forth 



my ftuff by day, as ftuff for captivity, and in the everi 
I digged through the wall with mine hand, I brought 
it forth in the twilight, and I bare it upon my fhoulder 
in their fight. 8.5 And in the morning came the 

0: Son of 



fayin 



word of the LORD unto me, 

man, hath not the houfe of Ifrael, the rebellious houfe, 
laid unto thee, What doft thou ? 10. Say thou unto them, 
Thus 'lakh the LORD God, This burthen concernetb 
the prince in Jerufalem, and all the houfe of Ifrael that 
are among them. 11. Say, I am your fign : like as; I 
have done, fo fliall it be done unto them : they fliall 
remove and ^ gb into captivity. 12. .And the prince 
that is among them fliall bear upon his fhoulder in the 
twilight, and fliall go forth : they fliall dig through 
the wall to carry out thereby : he fliall cover his ha 



that he fee not the ground with bis- eyes; 
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nlfo will 1 fprfead tvpoh him* and he fliall be taken in 
my 'fnare-, and i Will bring him to Babylon to the land 
of the Chaldeans, yet Bum he not fee it, though he 
iliall die there. 14. And I will fcatteir toward every 
wind all that are round about him to help him, arid all 
his bands, and I Will draw out the fword after them. 
15* And they fhall know that 1 ctfn. the 
when I lhall fcatcer them among the nations, and di- 
fperfe them in the ^countries. 16. But I will leave a 

rif them From the fWtiftk from the famine, and 



LORD 



from the peftilence, 
bominations among 



that they miiy declare all their a- 
the heathen whither they come, 
that I am the LORD. 



> 1 * 

Perhaps, Ezekiel reflected with fo much pleafure upon the vifion 
he had had of the glory of God, that often, fince it went up from 
.him, he was wifhing it might come down to him again, and, he 
having fcen it once, and a fecond time, was willing to hope he 
might be a third time lb favoured ; but we do not find that he e- 
ver law it any more 5 and yet the word of the Lord comes to him ; 
for God did in divers manners fpeak to the fathers, Heb. i. I. and 
they often heard the words of God, when they did not fee the vift- 
ctis of the Almighty. Faith comes by hearing that word of prophe- 
cy, "which is more fure than vifion : We may keep up our com- 
munion with God without raptures and ecftafies. 



In thefe verfes the prophet is directed, 



i b By what figns and actions to exprefs the approaching captivi- 
ty of Zedekiah king of judah ; that was the thing to be foretold ; 
and it is foretold to them that are already in captivity, becaufe as 
long as Zedekiah was upon the throne, they flattered themfelves 
with hopes that he would make his- part good with the king of Ba- 
bylon, whofe yoke he was now projecting to fhake off j from 
which, it is probable, thefe poor captives promife themfelves migh- 
ty matters, and, it may be, when he was forming that defign, he 
privately fent encouragement to them to hope, that he would ref- 
Cue them fhortly, or procure their liberty by exchange of prifo- 
ners ; and while they were fed with thefe vain hopes, they could 
not fet themfelves either to fubmit to their affliction, or to get 
good by their affliction : It was therefore neceflary, but very diffi- 
cult, to convince them, that Zedekiah, inftead of being their de- 
liverer, fhould very fhortly be their fellow-fufferer. Now, one 
would have thought, it might have been fufficient if the prophet 
' had only told them this in God's name, as he doth afterwards, 
w. 10. but, to prepare them for the prophecy of it, he muft firft 
give them a fign of it ; muft fpeak it to their eyes firft, and then 
their ears : And here we have, 

(1.) The reafon why he muft take this method, ver. 2. it is be- 
caufe they are a ftupid, dull, unthinking people, that will not 
heed, or will foon forget, or, at leaft, will not be at all affected 
with what they only hear of, it will make no impreffion at all up- 
on them 5 thou dwellejl in the ?nidfl of a rebellious houfe, whom it 
is next to impoffible to work any good upon 5 they have eyes and 
ears, they have intellectual . powers and faculties, but they fee not, 
they hear not ; they were idolaters, whofe character it was, that 
they were like the idols they worfhipped, which have eyes aiid fee 
?iot, ears and hear not, Pfalm cxv. 5, 8. Note, Thofe are to be 
xeckoned rebellious that fhut their eyes againft the divine light, 
" and flop their ears to the divine law. They that are wilfully ig- 
norant, that have faculties and means, and will not ufe them, 
their ignorance is fo far from being their excufe, that it adds rebel- 
. lion to their fin : None fo blind, fo deaf, as thofe that will not 
. hear, that will not fee. They fee not, they hear not 3 for they are 
a rebellious houfe. The caufe is all from themfelves ; the darknefe 
of the underftanding is owing to the ftubbornnefs of the will. 
Now this is the reafon why he muft fpeak to them by figns, as 
deaf people are taught, that they might be either inftructed or a- 
fhamed. Note, Minifters muft accommodate themfelves, not on- 
ly to the weaknefs, but to the wilfulnefs of thofe they deal with, 
and deal with them accordingly : If they dwell among thofe that 
are rebellious, they muft fpeak to them the more plainly and pref- 
lingly, and takethat courfe that is moft likely to work upon them, 
that they may be left inexcufable. 



(2.) The method he muft take to awaken and affect them ; 
he muft furnifh himfelf with all neceflaries for removing, ver. 3. 
provide for a journey, clothes and money ; he muft remove from 
one place to another, as one unfettled, and forced to fliift ; this he 
muft do by day, in the fight of the people ; he muft bring out all 
his houfhold goods, to be packed up, and fent away, ver. 4. and, 
becaufe all the doors and gates were either locked up, that they 
could not pafs through them, or fo guarded by the enemy, that 
they durft not, he muft therefore dig through the wall, and convey 
his goods away clandeftinely through that breach in the wall, ver. 
5. He muft carry his goods away himfelf upon his own fhoulders, 
for want of a fervant to attend him 5 he muft do this in the twi- 
light, that he might not be difcovered ; and, when he has made 
what fhift he can to fecure fome of the beft of his effects, he 
muft himfelf fteal away at even in their fight \ with fear and trejn- 



per. 



bling, and muft go « they thattgo forth into % captivity ^ , ver 



is, he muft cover his. face, ver. 6. as being afhamed to V * 
and afraid .to be known $ or in token of Very great fdrr * ^ 
concern : He moft go away as a poor broken tradefman^k^ 
when he is forced to {hut up fhop, hides his head 5 at » 
country. . ... h* 
, Thus Ezekiel muft be himfelf a figh to them* and when 
haps, he feemed fomewhat backV/ard to put himfelf to ir 
trouble, and to exppfe himfelf to be bantered and ridiculedf ^ 
to reconcile him to it, God faith, ver. 3. It may be they vjiU ^ 
fider, and will by it be taken ofF from their Vain confid tm 
though they be a rebellious houfe. Note, We muft not defpair 15 ^ 
of the worft, but that yet they may be brought to bethink ^ 611 
feives and repent ; and therefore muft continue-the ufe of ^ 
means for their conviction and .converfion, becaufe while th ^ 

life there is hope : And minifters muft be. willing to *^ * 

n V . _ t '? ....... ,r , & & u tnrough 



well beftowed. 



the moft difficult and inconvenient offices (for fuch was this of F 
kieFs. removing) though there be but. the it may be of fuccefs % 
but one foul be awakened to conjider, our care and pains will b e 

(3.) EzekieFs ready and punctual obedience to the orders God 
gave him, ver. 7. I did fo. as I was commanded. Hereby he teach 
es us all, and minifters efpeci ally, 1. To obey with chearfuW 
every command of. God, even the moft difficult. Ghrift himfelf 
learnt obedience, and fb we muft all.' .21 To do all we can fo r th 
gopd of the fouls of others, to put our feives to any trouble I 
pains, for the convi£tion of thofe that are unconvinced. Jjr t \ 
all things, that, is, we are willing to do any thing, dearly beloved 
for your edifying. 3. To be our feives affected with thofe thin*' 
wherewith we defire to affect others. When Ezekiel would mp 
his hearers a melancholy profpect, he doth himfelf put on a mefair 
choly afpect. 4. To fit loofe to this world, and prepare to leave 
it; to carry out our fluff for removing, becaufe we have hen m 
continuing city. Arife, depart, this is not your . rejl^ for it } s pjfc 
ted. Thou dwelleft in a rebellious houfe, therefore prepare for re- 
moving ; .for who would not be willing to leave fuch a houfe, f uc h 
a wicked world as this is ? 

2. He is directed by whaf words to explain thofe figns and aft[. 
ons, as Agabus, when he bound his own hands and feet told 
whofe binding was thereby fignified. But obferve, ..it was not till 
morning that God gave him an expofition of the fign, till the 
next morning, to keep up in him a continual dependence upon 
* God for* inftruction. As what God doth, fo what he directs us to 
do, perhaps, we know not now, but fhall know hereafter. 

(i;) It was fuppofed that the people would ask the meaning of 
this fign, or, at leaft, they fhould, ver. 9; Hath not the houfe of 
Ifrael faid unto thee, JVhat dojl thou ? Yes, I know they lwc. 
Though they are a rebellious houfe, yet they are inquifitive concern- 
ing the mind of God ; as thofe, If a. lviii. 2. who fought God dol- 
ly. Therefore the prophet muft do fuch an odd, uncouth thin?, 
that they might enquire what it meant ; and then it may be hoped 
people will take notice of what is told them, and profit by it, 
when it comes to them in anfwer to their enquiries. But fome un- 
derftand it as an intimation that they had not made any fuch en- 
quiries : Hath not this rebellious houfe fo much as asked thee, JVhat 
daft thou ? No, they take no notice of it ; but tell them the mean- 
ing of it, though they do not ask. Note, When God fends to us 
by his minifters, he obferves what entertainment we give to the 
meflages he fends us ; he hearkens and hears what we fay to them, 
and what enquiries we make upon them ; and is much difpleafed if 
we pafs them by without taking any notice of them. When we 
have heard the word, we fhould apply our feives to our minifters 
for further inftruction, and then we fhall know, if we thus follow 
on to know. 

(2.) The prophet is to tell them the meaning of it. In gene- 
ral, ver. 10. This burthen concerns the prince in Jerufakm ; they 
knew who that was, and gloried in it now they were in captivity, 
that they had a prince of their own in Jerufalem, and that th 
houfe of Ifrael was yet entire there, and therefore doubted not but 
in time to do well enough ; but tell them, faith God, that, in 
what thou haft done, they may read the doom of their friends at 
Jerufalem: Say, I am your fgn, ver. 11. As the conversion of 
minifters fhould teach the people what they fhould do, fo the pro- 
vidences of God concerning them are fometimes intended to tell 
them what they muft expect. The unfet dements and removes of 
minifters give warning to people what they muft expect in this 
world, no continuance, but conftant changes. When times oi 
trouble are coming on, Chrift tells his difciples, they foall firjl h 
their hands on you, Luke xxi. 12. 

1. The people fhall be led away into captivity, ver. it. Ail 
have done, fo Jhall it be done unto them, they fhall be forced away 
from their own houfes, no more to return to them, neither lhall 
their place know them any more. We cannot fay concerning our 
dwelling-place, that it is our refting-place ; for how far we may 
be toft, from it before we die, we cannot forefee. 

2. The prince fhall in vain attempt to make his efcape, for M 

alfo fhall go into captivity. Jeremiah had told Zedekiah the fame 

to his face, Jer. xxxiv. 3. Thou fnalt not efcape, but Jhalt fary 

be taken. Ezekiel here foretels it to thofe who made him th« r 

confident 
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fence and promifed themfelves relief from him. 
fh 11 hirnfelf carry away his own goods ; He Jhall bear upon his 
hC A/*r fome of his inoft valuable efte&s. Note, The judgments 
rod can turn a prince into a porter : he that was wont to have 
\ e"-alia carried before him, and to march through the city at 
1 dav ftall now hirnfelf carry, his goods on his back, and fteal 
^^out of the city in the twilight. See what a change fin makes 

! All the avenues to the palace being carefully watched 
the enemy, they fiall dig through the wall, to carry out thereby. 
K frail be their own houfe-breakers, and fteal away their own 
ds • f° lt ~ xs wnen ^ e fword of war has cancelled all right and 
£°° ^ (2.) That he fhall attempt to efcape in a difguife, with 
^ ask or vizor on, which Jhall cover his face, fb that he fhall be 
\\c only to look before him, and fhall not fee the ground with his 
S . He that, when he was in pomp, affected to be feen, how 
\!% in his flight is afraid to be feen let none therefore either be 
roud of being looked at, or overmuch pleafed with looking about 
*hem, when they fee a king with his face covered that he cannot 
fee the ground. (3.) That he fhall be made a prifoner, and carried 
rantive into Babylon, ver. 1 3. My net will Ifpread upon him, and 
]l jhall be taken in my Jhare. It feemed to be the Chaldeans net, 
and their fnare, but God owns it for his. Thofe that think to 
outrun the fword of the Lord, will find themfelves taken in his 

net. 

Babylon 



Jeremiah had faid that king Zedekiah fhould fee the king of 
and that he fhould go to Babylon ; Ezekiel faith he fhall be 
brought to Babylon, yet he Jhall not fee it, though he Jhall die there. 
Thofe that were difpofed to cavil, would, perhaps, objeft that thefe 
two prophets contradicted one another ; for one faid he fhould fee 
the Big of Babylon, the other faid he fhould not fee Babylon, and 
ret both proved true ; he did fee the king of Babylon at Riblah, 
where he paft fentence upon him for his rebellion, but there he 
had his eyes put out, fo that he did not fee Babylon when he was 
brought thither. Thefe captives expected to fee their prince come 
to Babylon a conqueror, to bring them out of their trouble, but he 
fhall come thither a prifoner, and his difgrace will be a great addi- 
tion to their troubles : Little joy could they have in feeing him, 
when he could not fee them. (4.) That all his guards fhould be 
difperfed, and utterly difabled to do him any fervice, ver. 14. / 
will fcatter all that are about him to help him, fb that he fhall be 
left helplels ; / will fcatter them a?nong the nations, and difperfe them 
rathe countries, ver. 15. to be monuments of divine juftice wher- 
ever they go. But are there not hopes that they may rally again ? 
He that flies one time, may fight another time : No, / will draw 
cut the fword after thc?n, which fhall cut them off wherever it finds 
them; for the fword that God draws out will be fure to do the 
execution defigned • yet of Zedekiah's fcattered troops fome fh^Tl 
efcape, ver. 16. I will leave a few men of them ; though they fhall 
all be fcattered, yet they fhall not all be cut off, fome fhall have 
their lives given them for a prey ; and it is very obfervable, for what 
end they are thus remarkably fpared, that they may declare all their 
dominations a?nong the heathen whither they come ; the troubles they 
are brought into will bring them to themfelves, and to their right 
mind, and then they will acknowledge the juftice of God in all 
that is brought upon them, and will make an ingenuous confeffion 
of their fins which provoked God thus to contend with them ; and 
as by this it fhall appear that they were fpared in mercy, fo hereby 
they will make a fuitable, grateful return to God for his favours 
to them in fparing them. Note, When God has remarkably de- 
livered us from the deaths wherewith we were furrounded, we muft 
look upon it, that for this end, among others, we were fpared, 
that we might glorify God, and edify others, by making a peni- 
tent acknowledgment of our fins : And thofe that by their afflicti- 
ons are brought to this, are then made to know that God is the 
Lord, and may help to bring others to the knowledge of him. See 
how God brings good out of evil ! The difperfion of finners, that 
had done God much difhonour and diflervice in their own country, 
proves the difperfion of penitents, that fhall do him much honour 
and fervice in other countries. The Levites are, by a curfe, divi- 
ded in Jacob, and fcattered in Ifrael, yet it is turned into a bleffing, 
jor thereby they have the faireft opportunity to teach Jacob God's 



(1.) That I when he was in company, ver. ij, 18. Though he was under no 

apprehenfion of danger to hirnfelf, , but. lived in fafety and plenty* 
yet he muft eat his bread with quaking, the bread of forrows, PfaU 
cxxvii. 2. and drink his water with trembling, and with carefidnefs, 
that he might exprefs the calamitous condition of thofe that fhould 
be in Jeru/alem during the fiege : Not that he muft difFemble, and 
pretend to be in fear and care when really he was not ; but, being 
to foretel this judgment, to fhew that he firmly believed it hirnfelf, 
and yet was far from defiring it, in the profpe£l of it he was him- 
felf affected with grief and fear. Note, When minifters fpeak of. 
the ruin coming upon impenitent finners, they muft endeavour to 
fpeak feelingly, as thofe that know the terrors of the Lord; And they 
muft be content to endure hardnefij, fo they may but do good. 

2. He muft tell them that the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhould in 
like manner eat and drink with care and fear, ver. 19, 20. Both 
thofe that have their home in Jerufalem, and thofe of the land of If- 
rael, that come to fhelter themfelves there, they Jiiall eat their bread 
with carefidnefs, and drink their water with ajlonijiimeni, either, be- 
caufe they are afraid it will not hold out, but they fhall want fhort- 
ly, or, becaufe they are continually expe&ing the alarms of the ene^ 
my, their life hanging in doubt before them, Deut. xxviii. 66 ; fo 
that what they have they fhall have no enjoyment of, nor will it do 
them any good. Note, Care and fear, if they prevail, are enough 
to imbitterall our comforts, and are themfelves very fore judgmentSi 
They fhall be reduced to thefe ftraits, that thus, by degrees, and 
by the hand of thofe that do thus ftraiten them, both city and coun- 
try may be laid in ruins ; for it is no lefs than an utter deftruftion 
of both that is aimed at in thefe judgments ; that her land may be 
deflate from all the fulnefs thereof, may be ftripped of all its orna- 
ments, and robbed of all its fruits ; and then, of courfe, the cities 
that are inhabited, Jhall be laid zva/le, for they are ferved by the 
field. This univerfal defolation was coming upon them, and then 
no wonder that they eat their bread with care and fear. Now we 
are here told, 1. How bad the caufe of this judgment was, it is be- 
caufe of the violence of all them that dwell therein ; their injuftice and 
oppreffion, and the mifchief they did one another 5 for which God 
would reckon with them, as well as for the affronts put upon him 
in his worfhip. Note, The decay of virtue in a nation brings on 
a decay of every thing elfe ; and when neighbours devour one ano- 
ther, it is juft with God to bring enemies upon them to devour 
them all. 2. How good the effect of this judgment fhould be ; ye 
Jhall know that I a?n the Lord and if, by thefe judgments, they 
learn to know him aright, that will make up the lofs of all they are 
deprived of by thefe defolations. Thofe are happy afflictions, how 
grievous foever to flefh and blood, that help to introduce us into, 
and improve us in, an acquaintance with God. 

21. 5 And the word of the LORD came unto me, 
faying, 22. Son of man, what is that proverb, that 
ye have in the Jand of Ifrael, faying, The days are pro- 
longed, and every vifion faileth ? 23. Tell them there- 
fore, Thus faith the LORD God, I will make this 
proverb to ceafe, and they lhall no more ufe it as a pro- 



17-, ? Moreover, the word of the LORD came to 
jne, laying, 1$. Son of man, eat thy bread with qua- 
kwg, and drink thy water with trembling and with 
wretulnefs, 19. And fay unto the people of the land, 
ihus faith the LORD God, of the inhabitants of J e- 
ruialem, and of the land of Ifrael, They fhall eat their 
bread with carefulnefs, and drink their water with afto- 
nunment, that her land may be*defolate from all that is 
therein, becaufe of the violence of all them that dwell 
[«erem. 20. And the cities that are inhabited, fhall be 
aid wafte, and the land fhall be defolate, and ye fliall 
Know that I am the LORD. 



but fay unto them, The days are at 

24. For there 



verb in Ifrael 

hand, and the effect of every vifion. 
fhall be no more any vain vifion, nor flattering divina- 
tion .within the houfe of Ifrael. 25. For I am the 
LORD : I will fpeak, and the word that I fliall fpealc 
fhall come to pafs : it fhall be no more prolonged : for 

~ " ' " will I fay the word, 



God. 



26. 5 



He 




N°. 67, 



;n to them of the defolations 
Ucm. 

in care and fear, efpecially 



in your days, O rebellious houfe, 
and will perform it, faith the LORD 
Again the word of the LORD came to me, fayin 
27. Son of man, behold, they of Khz houfe of Ifrael fay, 
The vifion that he feeth is for many" days to come, and 
he prophefieth of the times that are far off. 28. There- 
fore fay unto them, Thus faith the LORD God, There 
fhall none of my words be prolonged any more, but 
the word which I have fpoken fliall be done, fiith the 
LORD God. 

Various methods had been ufed to awaken this fecureand carelefs 
people to an expectation of the judgments coming, that they might 
be ftirred up, by repentance and reformation, to prevent them ; 
the prophecies of their ruin were confirmed by vifions, and iJluftra- 
ted by figns, and all with fuch evidence and power, that, one 
would think, they muft needs be wrought upon ; but here we are 
told how they evaded the conviction, and guarded againft it, name- 
ly, by telling themfelves, and one another, that though thefe judg- 
ments threatned fhould come at laft, yet they would not come of a 
long time. This fuggeftion, with which they holftered themfelves 
up in their fecurity, is here anfwered, and fhewed to be vain and 
groundlels, in two feveral meiTages which God fent to them by the 
prophet at feveral times, both to the fame purpofe ; fuch care, fuch 
pains, muft the prophet take to undeceive them! ver. 1\, 26. 
Obierve, 

x. Plow they flattered themfelves with hopes that the judgments 
fhould be delayed. One iliying they had, which was become pro- 

24 E * verbial 
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yerbial in the land of Ifrael, ver. 22. They faid, 72* days are pro- 
lowed, the judgments are not come when they were expe&ed to 
come, but feem to be ftill put off de die in diem, and therefore we 
•may conclude that every vifion fails, becaufe it fhould feem that 
fomedo; that, becaufe the deftruaion is not come yet, it will ne- 
ver come ; we will never truft prophet again, for we have been 
worfe frighted than hurt. And another faying they had, which if 
it would not conquer their con visions, yet would cool their affe- 
ctions and abate their concern, and that was, That the vifion was 
for a 'great while to come, it refers to events at a mighty diftance, 
and he prophefies of things, which, though they may be true, yet 
are very far off, fo that we need not to trouble our heads about 
them ver. 27. we may die in honour and peace before thefe trou- 
bles come : And if indeed the troubles had been thus adjourned, 
they might have made themfelves eafy, as Hezekiah did, Is it not 
well, if "peace a?id truth Jhall be in my days ? But it was a great mi- 
ftake and they did but deceive themfelves into their own ruin ; and 
God is here much difpleafed at it, for, 1. It was a wretched abufe 
of the patience of God, who, becaufe for a time he kept filence, 
was thought to be altogether fuch a one as themfelves, Pfalm 1. 21. 
That forbearance of God, which fhould have led than to repentance, 
hardened them in fin. They -were willing to think their works 
were not evil, becaufe fentence againjl them was not executed fpcedi- 
ly ; and therefore concluded the vifion it felf failed, becaufe the days 
'were prolonged. 2. It received countenance from the falfe prophets 
that were amono; them, as fhould feem from the notice God takes, 



and 



ver. 24. of the vain vifions, and flattering divinations, even within 
the houfc of Jfrael, to whom were committed the oracles of God. They 
that deceived themfelves by woixhipping pretended deities, no mar- 
vel if thev deceived themfelves by crediting pretended prophecies, to 
which Jlrong delufions God juftly gave them up for their idolatries. 
~ Thefe fayin^s were become proverbial, they were induftrioufly 
fpread among the people, fo that they were got into every one's 
mouth, and not only fo, but were generally afiented to, as proverbs 
ufc to be not only the proverbs of the ancients, but thofe of the 
moderns too. Note, It is a token of univerial degeneracy in a na- 
tion when corrupt and wicked fayings are grown proverbial ; and 
it is an artifice of Satan, by them to confirm men in their prejudices 
acrainft the word and ways of God, and a great offence to the God 
of heaven. It will not ferve for an excufe in faying ill, to plead 
that it is addommon faying. 

2. How they are affured that they do but deceive themfelves, for 
the judgments fhall be haftened, thefe profane proverbs fhall be con- 
fronted": Tell them therefore, The days are at hand, ver. 23. and 
ao-ain, ver. 28. There Jljall none of my words be prolonged any more. 
Their putting the evil day far from them, doth but provoke God 
to brino- it the fooner upon them ; and it will be fo much the forer, 
fo much the heavier, fo much the more a furprize and terror to 
them when it doth come. He muft tell them, 

(1.) That God will certainly filence the lying proverbs, and the 
lying prophecies, with which they buoyed up their vaiii hopes, 
make them afhamed o5 both. I. I will ?nake this proverb to ceafe; 
for when they find the days of vengeance are come, and not one 
iota or tittle of the prediction falls to the ground, they will be afha- 
med to ufc it as a proverb in Jfrael, The days arc prolonged, and the 
vifion fails. Note, Thofe that will not have their eyes opened, and 
their miftakes rectified, by the word of God, fhall be undeceived 
by his judgments, for every mouth that fpeaks perverfe things Jhall be 
flopped. "2. There fin all be no more any vain vifion, ver. 24. The 
falfe prophets, who told the people they fhould have peace, and 
fhould foon fee an end of their troubles, fhall be difproved by the 
event, and then fhall be afhamed of their pretenfions, and fhall hide 
their heads, and impofe filence upon themfelves. Note, As. truth 
was elder than error, fo it will furvive it; it got- the ftart, and it 
will 2;et the race. The true prophets vifions and predictions ftand 
and be in full force, power and virtue, they give law, and receive 
credit, when the vain vifions, and the flattering div'mations, are loft 
and forgotten, and Jhall be no more in the hoife of Ifrael; for great 

is the truth, and will prevail. 

(2.) That God will certainly, and very fhortly- accomplifh eve- 
ry word that he has fpoken. With what majefty* doth he fay it, 
ver. 25. I a?n the Lord ! lam jehovah / That glorious name of 
his fpeaks him a God giving being to his word by the performance 
of it, and therefore to the patriarchs, who lived by faith in a pro- 
inife not yet performed, he was not known by his name Jehovah, 
Exod. vi. 3. But as he is Jehovah in making good his promife, fo 
he is in making good his threatnings : Let them know then that 
. God, with wlmn they have to do, is the great Jehovah, and there- 

f° re > 

1. He will fpeak, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
.fsrbear ; I am the Lord, 1 will fpeak. God will have his faying, 
whoever eainfays it. God's oracles are called lively ones, for they 
full fpeak, when the pagan oracles are long ago ftruck dumb. 
There has been, and fhall be, a fucceffion of God's minifters to the 
end of the world, by whom he will fpeak ; and though contempt 
lay be put upon them, that fhall not put a period to their mini- 
{\ ration : In your days, O rebellious houfc, zuill I fay the word. E- 
ven in the worfc ages of the church God left not hi?nf elf without ivit- 
7hfs, but raifed up men that fpoke for him, that fpoke from him* 
I will fay the vjorcl, the word that fhall ftand* 



2. The^ zvord that he 'fpeaks Jhall come to pafs, it fhal} *■ 
be accomplifhed, according to the true intent and meaner ? 
and according to the full extent and compafsofit. / w^f ^ 
word,^ and will perforin it, ver. 25. for his mind is never rfj 1 ^ 
nor his arm fhortned, nor is infinite wifdom ever nonpl u ff e j a {| e ^ 
men, faying and doing are two things, but they are not f * 
God ; with him it is diclu?7i, faclum : In the works 0 f prov'°' ^ 
as in that of creation, he Jpeaks, and it is done - for he faT^ 
there be light, and there was light : Let there be a firmament ^ 
there was a fmnament, Numb, xxiii. 19. 1 Sam. xv. 20 WiV^ 
they had faid, Every vifion fails, ver. 22. God faith, N 0 
fhall be the effeel of every vifion, ver. 23. it fhall not return 
but every fign fhall be anfwered by the thing fignified. TheM^ 
fee the vifions of the Almighty, do not fee vain vifions : God calf 
eth the word of his fervayits, by performing it. ' lifK * 

3. It fhall be accomplifhed very fhortly j The days are at fly 
when you fhall fee the cjfett of every vifion, ver. 23. It j s ? 
is fworn, that delay Jljall be no longer, Rev. x. 6. the year of o' '> 
patience is now juft expired, and he will no longer defer the ex e -? 
tion of the fentence ; It Jhall be no. more prolonged, ver. 25. heh^K 
born with you a great while, but he will not bear, always; fa I 
days, O rebellious houfe, fhall the word that is fafd' bfe perfirtned 
you fhall fee the threatned judgments, and fhare in them. BelyJd 
the judge flandeth at the door. The righteous are taken away k \ 
the evil to come, but this rebellious houfe fllall not fo be quietly take"* 
away ; no, they fhall live to be hurried away, to be chafed cut ef i 
world. This is repeated again, ver. 28. There Jhall none of ?ny wsrj. 
he prolonged any more, but judgment fhall now haften on apace; and 
the longer the bow has been in the drawing, the deeper fhall the 
arrow pierce. When we tell finners of death and judgment, heaven 
and hell, and think, by them, to perfwade them to a holy life 
though we do not find them downright infidels, they will own that 
they do believe there is a ftate of rewards and punifhments in th a 
other world, yet they put by the force of thofe great truths, anda- 
void the imprefiions of them, by looking upon the things of the 0- 
ther world as very remote ; they tell us, The vifion we fie is fa 
?nany days to come, and we prephefy of the times that are very Jar off, 
it will be time enough to think of them, when they come nearer- 
whereas really there is but a ftcp between us and death, between cs 
and an awful eternity ; yet a little while, and the vifion fiall fpcai 
a?id not lie, and therefore it concerns us to redeem time, and set 
ready, w 7 ith all fpeed, for a future ftate ; for though it is future," it 
is very near ; and while impenitent finners flumber, their daw:a- 



fiimibe. 
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Mention had been made in the chapter before of the vain vifiw, sni 
flattering divinations, with which the people of Ifracl fujfered tkctn- 
f elves to be impofed upon, ver. 24. now this whole chapter is levd* 
led againjl them. God's faithful prophets are no where Jo fhaty 
upon any fort of finners, as upon the falfe prophets ; ml becauji 
they were the inojl fpiteful enemies to them, but becaufe they pi 
the highefl affront upon God, and did the greatefl mif chief to his 
people. The prophet here Jhews the fn and punijhment, I. Ofik 
falfe prophets, ver. 1, — ^16. 2, Of the falfe prophetejfes, ver, 
I 23. Both agreed to footh men up in their fins, and, under 
pretence of comforting God's people^ to fatter them with hopes thai 
they Jhould yet have peace ; but the prophets fijall be proved fc, 
their prophecies meer Jkams, and the expectations of the people //• 
lufions ; for God tcill let them know that the deceived and the de- 
ceiver are his, are both accountable to him, Job xii. 16. 



I. 



N D the word of the LORD came unto mej 

ig, 2i Son of man, prophefy againft the 
prophets of Ifrael that prophefy, and fay thou unto 
them that prophefy out of their own hearts, Hear ye 
the word of the LORD, 3. Thus faith 'the LORD 
God ; Wo unto the foolifh prophets, that follow their 
own fpirit, and have feen nothing; 4. O Ifrael, thy 
prophets are like the foxes in the defem. 5. Ye have 
not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge 
for the houfe of Ifrael, to ftand in the battle in the day 
of the LORD. 6. They havq feen vanity, and lying 
divination, faying, The LORD faith ; and the LORD 
hath not fent them : and they have made elbtrs to hope 
that they would confirm the word. 7. Have ye not 
feen a vain vifion, and have ye not fpoken a lying % 
vination,. whereas ye fay, the LORD faith it, albeit 
I have not fpoken ? 8. Therefore thus faith 
LORD God, Becaufe ye have, fpoken vanity, and feen 

I am againft you, faith tfa 
9. And mine hand fhall be^ upon the 
prophets that fee vanity, and that divine lies : they 
fhall not be in the aflcmbly of my people, neither fnj 1 

1 they be written in the writing of the houfe or \\x^ 
) J 0 - neither 



the 



— ^ 

lies, therefore behold, 
LORD God. 



E 




Chap- XIII* 

• u^r fhall they enter" into the land of Ifrael, and ye 
f U know that I am the LORD God. . 
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fl felfe prophets, which are here prophcficd againft, were 
^ ie of them at jerufalem, ^rr. xxiii. 14. / Z?/7t//? in the 

t 

captives 



A ts at Jertifalem a horrible thing 5 fome of them among the 
j n Babylon, for to them Jeremiah writes, Jer. xxix. 8. 



7 * //* f ptir diviners, that be in the midft of. you, deliver you. 
^ ^ J., r^mnhets. though at a diftance from each other i 



as 
or 



And 

Cod's prophets, though at a diftance from each other in place 
ime Y ct preached the .fame truths, which was an evidence 
°H ^hey were glided by one and the fame good Spirit, fo the 
f lib prophets prophefied the fame lies, being acted by one and 
h fome fpurit of error. There were little hopes of bringing them 
1 ocntan'cej they were fo hardned in their fin, yet Ezekiel muft 
t0 J^ e fy ao-ainft them, in hopes the people might be cautioned not 
P r ] ]ear kerT to them ; and thus a teftimony will be left upon re- 
^rd a°"ainft them, and they thereby left inexcufable. 

Ezekiel had exprcfe orders to prophefy againft the prophets of Ifra- 
1 fo they called themfelves ; as if none but they had been worthy 
the name of IfraeTs prophets, who were indeed IfraePs decei- 
vers B ut lt i? ohfervable, that Ifrael was never impofed upon by 
t'cnders to prophecy, till after they had rejected and abufed the 
true prophets ; as afterwards they were never deluded by counter- 
feit meffiahs, till after they had refufed the true Meffiah, and 
jejcfted him. Thefe falfe prophets muft be required to hear the 
ward of the Lord: They took upon them to fpeak what concerned 
others, as from God, let them now hear what concerned them- 
felves, as from him. 
And two things the prophet is directed to do; 
(l.) To difcover their fin to them, and to convince them of 
that, if poffible, or thereby to prevent their proceeding any fur- 
ther, by making manifeji their folly unto all men, 2 Tim. iii. 9. 
They are here called foolijh prophets, ver. 3. men that did not at 
all underftand the bufinefs they pretended to ; to make fools of the 
people, they made fools of themfelves, and put the greateft cheat 
upon their own fouls. Let us fee what is here laid to their 

charge. 

I. They pretend to have a commiffion from God, whereas he 
never fent them ; they thruft themfelves into the prophetical of- 
fice, without warrant from him, who is the Lord God of the holy 
prophets, which was a foolifh thing ; for how could they expeel: 
God faould own them in a work to which he never called them ? 
They are prophets out of their own hearts, fo the margin reads it, 
wr. 2. prophets of their own making, ver. 6. They fay, The 
Lord fiithy they pretend to be his meflengers, but the Lord hath 
mt fent them, has not given them any orders ; they counterfeit the 
broad feal of heaven, than which they cannot do a greater indigni- 
ty to mankind, for hereby they put a reproach upon divine reve- 
lation, leflen its credit, and weaken its credibility 5 when thefe 
pretenders are found to be deceivers, atheifts and infidels will 
thence, infer, they are all fo. The Lord has not fent them, for, 
though crafty enough in other things, like the foxes,. and very 
wife for the world, yet they are foolijh prophets, and have no ex- 
perimental acquaintance with the things of God. Note, Fool- 
ifh prophets are not of God's fending, for whom he fends, he 
either finds fit, or makes fit. Where he gives warrant, he gives 
wifdom. 



i. They pretend to have 
r.ever made himfelf, and his 



inftruciions from God, whereas he 
mind known to them : They fol- 
low their czvn fpirit, ver. 3. they deliver that as a meflage from 
God, which is the produdt either of their fubtil invention, to 
ferve a turn for themfelves, or of their own crazed and heated 
imagination, to give vent to a fancy ; for they have feen nothing, 
i. e. they have not really had any heavenly vilion ; they pretend 
that what they fay, the Lord faith it, but God difowns it, I have 
«fff fpoken it, ! never laid it, never meant any fuch tiling. What 
they delivered was not what they had feen or heard, as that is 
which the minifters of Chrift deliver, 1 John'i. 1. but either 
what they had dreamed, or what they thought would pleafe 
thofe they coveted to make an intefeft in 5 this is called their 
Jtcing vanity, and lying divination, ver. 6. they pretend to have 
ieeu that which they did not fee, and produced that as a divine 
truth, which they knew to be falfe. To the fame purpofe, ver. 
7. 2'e have feen a vain vifton, and fpoken a lying divination, which 
fed no divine original, and would have no efFecl:, but would 
certainly be difproved by the event ; and, ver. 8. the words 
are changed, Te have fpoken vanity, and feen lies ; what they 
£uv, and what they faid, was all alike, a meer fliam ; they law 
nothing, they faid nothing to the purpofe, nothing that could 
he relied on, or deferved regard. Again, ver. 9. They fee va- 
mi h and divine lies 5 they pretend to have had vifions, as the 
true prophets had, whereas really they had none, buteither it .was 
the creature of their own fancy, they thought they had a vifion, 
as men in a delirium do, that was feeing vanity, or it was a fiction 
°f their own politicks, and they knew they had none, and then 
jtay Jaw lies, and divined lies. See fer. xxiii. 16, ifc. Note, 
"ince the devil is imivcrfally known to be tiie father of lies, 
{hole put the higheft. affront imaginable upon God, who tell 
J!LS * and then father them upon him. But thev that had put 








* * > 

length to that pitch of impiety ar to put Satan's character upon 

God. . . 

- 3» They took ho care to prevent the judgments of God that 
were breaking iii upon the kingdom. They are like the foxes in 
the deferts, funning to and fro, and feeming to be in a mighty 
hurry, but it was to get away arid fhift for their .own fafety^ not 

to do any good : The hireling fees and leaves the fhcep. They are 

like' foxes that are greedy of prey for themfelves, crafty and cruel 
to feed themfelves. But, ver. 5. ye have not ( gone up into the gaps, 
nor made up the hedge of the houfe of Ifrael. A breach is made in 
their fences, at which judgments are ready to pour in upon them, 
and then, if ever, is the time to do 'them fervice ; but ye have 
done nothing to help them. ■ They mould have made intei-ceffion 
for them, to turn away the wrath of God ; but they were not 
praying prophets, had no intercft in heaven, nor intercourfe with 
heaven, as prophets ufed to have, Gen. xx. 7. and fo could do them 
no fervice that way. They mould have made it their bufinejs, by 
preaching and advice, to bring people to repentance and reforma- 
tion ; and fo have ??iade up the hedge, and put a flop to the judg- 
ments of God 5 but this was none of their care, they contrived 
how to pleafe people, not. how to profit them. They faw a deluge 
of profanenefs and impiety breaking in upon the land, waging war 
with virtue and holinefs, and threatning to crufh them and bear 
them down, and then they fhould have come in to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord again/1 the mighty, by witnefiing a- 
gainft the wickednefs of the time and place they lived in, but they 
thought that v/ould be as dangerous a piece of fervice as (landing 
in a breach to make it good-againft the befiegers, and thefore they 
declined it, did nothing to ftem the tide, ftood hot in the battle 
againft vice and immorality, but bafely deferted the caufe of reli- 
gion and reformation, in the day of the Lord, when it was pro- 
claimed, TFIjo is on the Lord's fide ? Who zuill rife up for ?ne againft 
the evil doers? Plal. xciv. 16. Thofe were unworthy the name of 
prophets that could think fo favourably of fin., and had fo little 
zeal for God and the publick welfare. 

4. They flattered people into a vain hope that the judgments 
God had threatened would never come, whereby they hardened 
thofe in fin whom they (ho«ld have endeavoured to turn from fin, 
ver. 6. They have made others to hope that all mould be well, and 
they mould have peace though they went on ftill in their trefpafies, 
and that the event would confirm the word. They were ftill 
ready to fay, We will warrant you thefe troubles will be at an end 
prefently, and we foa/l be in profperity again. As if their warrants 
would confirm falfe prophecies, in defiance of God himfelf. 

2. He is directed to denounce the judgments of God againft 
them for thefe fins, from which their pretending to the character 
of prophets would not exempt them. 

1. In general, here is a Wo againft them, ver. 3. and what that 
wo is we are told, ver. 8. Behold, I am againft you, faith the Lord 
God. Note, Thofe are in a woful condition that have God againft 
them. Wo, and a thoufand woes to them that have made him 
their enemy. 

2. In particular, They are fentenced to be excluded from all the 
privileges of the commonwealth of Ifrael, for they are adjudged to 
have forfeited them all, ver. 9. God's hand Jhall he upon them, to 
feize them and bring them to his bar, to fhut them out from his 
prefence, and they will find it a fearful thing is fall into his ha?:ds. 
They pretend to be prophets, particular favourites of heaven, and 
authorized to prefide in the congregation of his church on earth ; 
but by pretending to the honours they were not entitled to, they 
loft thofe that otherwife they might have enjoyed, Matth. v. 19, 
Their doom is, (1.) To be expelled out of the communion of faints, 
and' not to be looked upon as belonging to it: They Jhall not be in 
the fecret of my peoph, their folly fhall be fo clearly manifefted that 
thev fhall never be confuked, nor their advice asked ; they fhall 
not be prefent at any debates about publick afrairs. Or rather, 
they fhall not be in the aflembly of God's people for religious wor- 
fhip, for they fhall be afhamed" to fhew their heads there, wheri 
they are proved, by the events, to be falfe prophets, and. like Cain, 
fhall go out from the prefence of the Lord. The people that are de- 
ceived by them fhall abandon them, and refolve to have no more 
to do with them. They that ufurped Mofes's chair fhall net be 
allowed fo much as a door-keeper's place. In the grear cay they 
fhall not Jland in the congregation cf the righteous, Pihl. i. 5.^ wheri 

gathers his faints together to him, Plal. 1. 5, 16. ts refer ever 



God 
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who either themfelves or 



no poftcrity to take their denominate 
names fhall not be found among thofe, 
their pofterity returned out of Babylon, of whom a particular ac- 
count was kept in a publick regifter ; which was called the writing 
cf the houfe of Ifrael, fuch as we have £z?y ii. 
found anions: the living in Jeru&Iem, 11:7. iv. 



Thev fhall not b- 

thev fhall 



Or. 



lot be for/nd written among" thole whom God has irorri eternity 
:hoien 'to be veiTels of his mercv to eternity. We read cf thefe 
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who prcphejied in Cs?ri/Fs 

MM. vii. 
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\arr.e, and yet he will teU them he 
becaufe thev were not anions t? 



•te 



tiod's character upon c .£atan, in worfhipping devikj, 



arnvca 



that were gh*en to him. The ChaUee paraphraie ^ rcaes 
thall net be xvritien in the writirig of eternal //-V; wb:d 
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See Pol. Ixix. 2S + 
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Chap. Xlii, 



wrath concerning them, r that they Jhall never e?iter with the return- 
ing captives into the land of Canaan, which a fecond time remains 
a reft for them. Note, Thofe who oppofe the defign of God's 
threatmngs, and will not be awed and influenced by them, forfeit 
the benefit of his promifes, and cannot e*pe& to be comforted and 
encouraged by them. 

lo. 5 Becaufe, even becaufe they have feduced my 
Jpeople, faying? Peace, and there was no peace ? and 
one built up a wall, and lo, others daubed it with un- 
tempered morter. \ 1 1 . Say unto them which daub it 
with untempered 7iiorter? that it fliall fall : there fhall 
be an overflowing Ihower, and ye, O great hailftones, 
lhall fall, and a ftormy wind fhall rent it. 12. Lo, 
ivhen the wall is fallen, fhall it not be faid unto you, 
Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it ? 
13. Therefore thus faith the LORD God, I will even 
rent it with a ftormy wind in my fury : and there lhall 
be an overflowing Ihower in mine anger, and great hail- 
ftones in my fury to confumc it. 14. So will I break 
down the wall that ye have daubed with Untempered 
morter? and bring it down to the ground, fo that the 
foundation thereof fhall be difcovered, and it fhall fall, 
and ye lhall be confumed in the midft thereof : and ye 

Jhall know that I am the LORD. 1 5. Thus will I accom- 
plilh my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have 
daubed it with untempered morter? and will fay unto 
you, The wall is no more? neither they that daubed it; 
1 6. To wit , the prophets of Ifrael, which prophefy 




ly and furioufly upon the wall. The defcent which the Ch 



Jerufalem 



faith 



We have here more plain dealing with the falfe prophets, and 
fome further articles of their doom. We have feen the people 
made afhamed of the falfe prophets (though fometimes they had 
been fond of them) and calling them away, as they fhall do their 
falfe gods, with indignation ; now here we find them as much a- 
fhamed of their falfe prophecies, which they had fometimes depen- 
ded upon with much afTurance. 

Obferve, r. How the people are deceived by the falfe prophets. 
Thofe flatterers feduce them, faying, Peace? and there was no 
peace? ver. 10. They pretended to have feen vifions of peace? 
ver. 16. But that could not be, for there was no peace? faith the 
Lord God, There was no profperity defigned for them, and there- 
fore there could be no ground for their fecurity ; yet they told 
them God was at peace with them, and had mercy in refer ve for 
them, and the war they were engaged in with the Chaldeans fhould 
fbon end in an honourable peace, and their land fhould enjoy a 
happy repofe and tranquillity. They told the idolaters and other 
finners, there was neither harm nor danger in the way they were 
in. Thus they feduced God* s people? they put a cheat upon them, 
led them into miftakes, and drew them afide out of that way of 
repentance and reformation which the other prophets were endea- 
vouring to bring them into. Note, Thofe are the moft dangerous ' 
feducers who fuggeft to finners that which tends to lefien their 
dread of fin, and their fear of God. Now this is compared to 
the building of a flight, rotten wall, or, according to our Saviour's 
ilmilitude, which is to the fame purpole with this, Matt. vii. 26. 
the building of a honfe upon the fand? which feems to be a fhelter 
and protection for a while, but will fall when a ftorm comes. 
One falfe prophet built the wall, fet up the notion that God was 
not at all difpleafcd with Jerufalem, but that city fhould be con- 
firmed in its flourifhing eftate, and be vi£torious over the powers 
that now threatened it. This notion was very pleafing, and he 
that ftarted it made himfelf very acceptable by it, and was carefled 
by every body ; which invited others to fay the fame ; they made 
the matter look yet more plaufible and promifing, they daubed the 
wall? which the firft had built, but it was with unte?npered ?no?'ter? 
forry fluff that will not bind nor hold the bricks together, they had 
no ground for what they faid, nor had it any confiftency with it- 
felf, but was like ropes of fand. They did not firengthen the wall, 
were in no care to make it firm, to fee that they went upon fure 
grounds, they only daubed it to hide the cracks, and made it look 
well to the eye. And the wall thus built, when it comes to anv 
ftrels, much more to any diftrefs, will bulge and totter, and come 
down by degrees. Note, Do£trines that are groundlefs, though 
jiever fo grateful, that are not built upon a fcriptural foundation, 
nor fattened with a fcripture cement, though never fo plaulible, 
never fo pleafing, are not of any worth, nor will ftand men in any 
flead. And thofe hopes of peace and happinefs which are not 
warranted by the word of God, will but cheat men, like a wall 
that is well daubed indeed, but ill built. 

2. How they will be fbon undeceived by the judgment of God, 
which we are fure is according to truth. 

X. God will in anger bring a terrible ftorm that fhall beat fierce- 



army fhall make upon Judah, and the fiege they fhall lay to ' 
rufelem, will be as an overflowing Jh'ower? or inundation r„ 



Solomon calls a fwceping rain that leaves no food? Prov. xxviii 
will bear down all before it, as the deluge did in Noah* 



as 

s time. 



Ye? O great hailftones? Jhall fall? the artillery of heaven ev ' 
hailftone like a cannon-ball, battering this wall, and with'thef^ 
flormy wind? which is fometimes fo ftfong as to rend the ro l * 
1 Kings xix. 11. much more an ill built wall, ver. 11. Butt/' 
which makes this rain? and hail? and wind moft terrible is th* 
they arife from the wrath of God, and are enforced by that: tl^ 
is it that fends them, that is it that gives them the fettinV 0 
ver. 13. it is a Jlor?ny wind in my fury? and \an overflowing Jh Gv ^ 
in mine anger? and great hailftones in ?ny fury. The fury of Jvf e 
buchadnezzar and his princes, who highly refented Zedeicial/ 
treachery, made the invafion very formidable, but that was no 
thing in comparifon with God's difpleafure ; the flaff in their hand 
is mine indignation? Ifa. x 5. Note, An angry God has winds and 
ftorms at command, wherewith to alarm fecure finners ; and his 
wrath makes them frightful and forcible indeed ? for who canjlani 
before hi?n when he is angry f 

2. This ftorm i fhall overturn the wall ; // foal! fall, and the 
wind fhall rend it? ver. 11. the hailftones Jhall confzwie it y ver. 1? 
I will break it down? ver, 14. and bring it to the ground? fo that the 
foundation thereof Jliall be difcovered? it will appear how falfe, how 
rotten it was, to the prophetical reproach of the builders ? when 
the Chaldean army has made Judah and Jerufalem defolate, then 
this credit of the prophets, and the hopes of the people, will fink 
together 5 the former will be found falfe in flattering the people 
and the latter foolifli in fuftering themfelves to be impofed upon by 
them, and fo expofed to fo much the greater confufion, when the 
judgment fhould furprize them in their fecurity. Note, What- 
ever men think to fhelter themfelves with againft the judgments 
of God, while they continue unreformed, will prove "but a 
refuge of lies? and will not profit them in the day of wrath. See 
Ifa. xxviii. 17. Mens anger cannot fhake that which God has built 
for the blaft of the terrible ones is but as a ftorm againft the wall, 
which makes a great noife but never ftirs the wall. See Ifa, xxv. 
4. but God's anger will overthrow that which men have built 
in oppofition to him. They and all their attempts, they and all 
the fecurities wherein they entrench themfelves fhall be as a hm- 
ing wall? and as a tottering fence? Pfal. lxii. 10. and when their 
vain predictions are difproved, and their vain expectations difap- 
pointed, then it will be difcovered that there was no ground for 
either, Hab. iii. 13. the day will declare what every man's work 
is, and the fire zvill try it? 1 Cor. iii. 13. 

3. The builders of the wall, and thofe that daubed it, will 
themfelves be buried in the ruins of it: // Jhall fall? and ye fiall 
be confioned in the midft thereof? ver. 14. And thus the threaten- 
ings of God's wrath, and all the jufi intentions of it, fhall be 
accomplifhed to the uttermoft, both upon the wall and upon them 
that have daubed it? ver. 15. The fame judgments that will prove 
the falfe prophets to be falfe, will punifh them for their faHhood ; 
and they themfelves fhall be involved in the calamity which they 
made the people believe there was no danger of, and become mo- 
numents of that juftice which they bid defiance to. Thus, if the 
blind lead the Mind? both the blind leaders and the blind followers 
will fall together i?2to the ditch. Note, Thofe that deceive others 
will, in the end, prove to have deceived themfelves - 7 and no doom 
will be more dreadful than that of unfaithful minifters, that flatter- 
ed finners in their fins. 

V 

4. Both the deceivers and the deceived, when they thus perifli 
together, will juftly be ridiculed and triumphed over, ver. 12. 
IVhen the wall is fallen? JJjall it not be faid unto you? by thofe that 
gave credit to the true prophets, and feared the word of the Lord, 
Now, where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed the wall ? 
What is gone with all the fine, foft words and fair promifes where- 
with you flattered your wicked neighbours, and all the afluranccs 
you gave them that the troubles of the nation fhould foon be at an 
end ? The righteous fliall laugh at them? the righteous God fhall, 
righteous men fhall, laying, Lo? this is the ?nan that made not God 
his Jlrength? Pfal. Iii. 6, 7. I alfo will laugh at your calamity, Prov. 
i. 26. They will fay unto you, ver. 15. The wall is no mon\ 
neither he that daubed it ; your hopes are vanifhed, and them that 
fupported them, even the prGphcts of Ifrael? ver. 1 6. Note, Thofe 
that ufurp the honours that do not belong to them, will fhortly be 
filled with the fhame that doth. 

17. 5 Likewife, thou fon of man, fet thy face a- 
gainft the daughters of thy people, which prophefy out 
of their own hearts ? and prophefy thou againft them, 
18. And fay, Thus fiiith the LORD God, Wo to the 
women that few pillows to all armholes, and make ker- 
chiefs upon the head of every ftature to hunt fouls : Wy l 
ye hunt the fouls of my people, and will ye fave tne 
fouls alive that come unto you ? 19. And will ye pol- 
lute me among my people for handfuls of barley, am 

for pieces of bread, to flay the fouls that fhould not die, 

ana 
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A to fave the fouls alive that fhould not live, by your 
f ; n a to my people that hear jyar/r lyes ? 20. Where- 
f re thus faith the LORD God, Behold, I am againft 
our pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the fouls, to 
make tbitn fly> anc ^ I will tear them from your arms, 
lid will let the fouls go, even the fouls that ye hunt 
to make 3&&«« fly- 21v Your kerchiefs alfo will I tear, 
and deliver my people out of your hand, and they fhall 
be no more in your hand to be hunted, and ye fliall 
know that I am the LORD. 22. Becaufe with lyes ye 
have made the heart of the righteous fad, whom I have 
not made fad ; and ftrengthened the harids'of the wicked, 
that he Ihould riot return from his wicked way, by pro- 
niifing him life : 23. Therefore ye fhall fee no more 
vanity, nor divine divinations, for I will deliver my 
people out of your hand^ and ye fhall know that I am 
the LORD. 

1 • ' ■ * 

As God has prohiifed that when he pours out his Spirit upon his 

beople, both their Jons and their daughters fhall prophefy, fo the devil 
frhen he aQs as a fpirit of lyes and falfhood, is fo not owly in the 
mouth of falfe prophets, but falfe prophetefles too ; and thofe are 
the deceivers whom the prophet is here directed to prophefy againft; 
for they are hot fueh defpicable enemies to God's truths as deferve 
not to Be taken notice of , nor yet will either the weaknefs of their 
fex excufe their fin, nor the tendernefs and refpect that is owing to 
it exempt them from the reproaches and threatnings of the word 
of God; no, Son of ?na)i, fet thy face agai?Jl the daughters of thy 
people* ver. 17. God takes no pleafure^in owning them for his 
people, they are thy people, as Exod. xxxii. 7. and the women pre- 
tend to a fpirit of prophecy^ and are in the fame fong with the 
men, as Ahab's prophets were, Go on and profper ; they prophefy 
out of their own heart too, they lay what comes uppermoft, and 
what they know nothing of, therefore prophefy again/} them from 
God's own mouth. The prophet muft fet bis face againft them, 
and try if they can look him in the face and ftand to what they 
fay. Note, When finners grow very impudent, it is time for re- 
provers to be very bold. Now obferve, ? 

I, How the fin of thefe falfe prophetefles is defcribed, and what 
arc the particulars of it. 

(i.) They told deliberate lyes to thofe who confulted them, and 
came to them to be advifed, and to be told their fortune. You do 
mifchief by your lying to my people that hear your lyes, ver. 19. they 
come to be told the truth, but you tell them lyes ; and becaufe 
you humour them in their fins they are willing to hear you. 
Note, It is ill with thofe people that can better hear pleafing lyes 
than unpleafing truths ; and it is a temptation to them who lie in 
wait to deceive to tell lyes, when they find people are willing to 
Lear them ; and to excufe themfelves with this, Si populus vult 
decipiy dkipiatur. 

(2.) They profaried the n&me of God by pretending to have re- 
ceived thofe lyes from him, ver, 19. Ye pollute my name among my 
people, and make ufe of that for the patronizing of your lyes, and 
the gaining of credit to them. Note, Thofe greatly pollute God's 
My name that make ufe of it to give countenance to falfhood and 
ivickednefs. Yet this they did for handfuls of Farley and pieces of 
head : they did it for gain • they cared not what difhonour they 
did to God's name by their lying, fo they could but make a hand 
of it for themfelves. There is nothing fo facred which men of 
mercenary fpirits, in whom the love of this world reigns, will not 
profane and proftitute, if they can but get money by the bargain. 
But they did it for poor gain ; if they could get no more for it, 
rather than break, they would fell you a falfe prophecy that fhould 
pleafe you to a nicety, for the beggar's dole, a piece of bread, or 
obandfnl jf barley, and yet that was more than it was worth. 
Had they asked it as an alms, for God's fake, fure they might have 
iiad it, and God would have been honoured, but taking it as a 
fee for a falfe prophecy, God's name is polluted, and the fmallnefs 
of the reward greatens the offence ; for a piece of bread that man 
Wiranfgrefs, Prov. xxviii. 21. Had their poverty been their 
temptation to Jleal, and fo take the name of the Lord in vain, it 
. r m nothing fo bad as when it tempted them to prophefy lyes 
m /ns Mme, and fo to profane it. 

(>) They perfectly kept people in awe* and terrified them with 
ueir pretenfions ; Ye hunt the fouls of my people, ver. 18. hunt them 
« make them flee, ver. 20. hunt them into gardens, fo the margin 
, c aas it. You ufe all the arts you have to court or compel them 
Wo thofe places where you deliver your pretended predictions ; or, 
you have got fuch an influence upon them, that you make them 
0 juit as you would have them do, and tyrannize over them, ft 
was indeed the peoples fault that did regard them, but it was their 

m > by lyes and falfhoods, to command that regard : they pre- 

wo M 1? f aVe the f mls a - lVe that came t0 *^ m * ver * l8 - If the 7 
mi "if 1 r be hearers oJf them > and contributors to them, they 
jj? oe fure of falvation ; thus they beguiled unftable fouls that 

derft aC ? n u em ab ° Ut falvatiGn as their end > hut did not rightly un- 

m the Wa y 5 and therefore hearkened to thofe who were ino& 
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confident in promifing it them. But will you pretend to fave fouls; 
or fecure falvation to your party ? Thofe arfe juftly fufpedted that 
make fuch pretenfions. 

(4.) They difcouraged thofe that were honeft and good, and en- 
couraged thofe that were, wicked and profane. You flay the fouls 
that Jliould not die, and fave thofe alive that Jhould not live, ver. 19. 
which is explained ver. 22. You have made the heart of the righte- 
ous fad, whom 1 have not made fad, becaufe thsy would not, they 
durft not, countenance your pretenfions, you thundered out the 
judgments of God againft them, to their great grief and trouble ; 
you put them under invidious characters, to make them either de- 
fpicable or odious to the people, and pretended to do it in God's 
name, which made them go many a time with a fad heart \ 
whereas it was the will of God that they fliould be comforted, and 
by having refpecT: put upon them mould have encouragement given 
them. But, on the other fide, and which is ftill worfe, you have 
Jlrengihened the hand of the wicked, and emboldened them to go on 
in their wicked ways, and not to return from them, which was 
the thing the true prophets with earneftnefs called them to. You 
have promifed finners life in their finful ways, have told them theV 
(hall have peace though they go on, by which their hands ha<be 
been Jlrengihened, and their" hearts hardened. Some think this 
here refers to the fevere cenfures they paft upon thofe that were al- 
ready gone into captivity, who were humbled under their afflicti- 
on, by which their hearts zvere made fad ; and the commendations 
they gave to thofe that rebelled againft the king of Babylon, who 
were hardened in their- impieties, by which their hands zvere 
Jlrengihened : or, by their polluting of the name of God they 
faddened the hearts of good people, who have a value and venerati- 
on for the word of God ; and confirmed atheifts and infidels in 
their contempt of divine revelation, and furniflied them with ar- 
guments againft it. Note, Thofe have a great deal to anfwer for 
that grieve the fpirits and weaken the hands of good people, and 
that gratify the lufts of finners, and animate them in their oppofi- 
tion to God and religion. Nor can any thing ftrengthen the hands 
of finners more than to tell them that they may be faved in their 
fins without repentance ; or that there may be repentance though 
they do not return from their wicked ways. 

(5.) They mimicked the true prophets, by giving figns for the 
illuftrating their falfe predictions, as Hananiah did, Jer. xxviii. 10. 
and they were figns agreeable to their fex : they feiued little pilhzvs 
to the peoples armholes, to fignify that they might be eafy and re- 
pofe themfelves, and needed not be difquieted with the apprehen- 
fions of trouble approaching. And they made kerchiefs upon the 
head of every Jlature, i.e. of perfons of every age, young and 
old, diftinguifhable by their ftature, ver, 18. Thefe kerchiefs 
were badges or liberty or triumph ; intimating, that they fiiould 
not only be delivered from the Chaldeans, but be victorious over 
them. Some think thefe were fome fuperftitious rites, which they 
ufed with thofe to whom they delivered their divinations, prepar- 
ing them for the reception of them^ by putting enchanted pillows 
under their arms, and handkerchiefs on their heads, to raife their 
fancies and their expectation of fomething great. Or, perhapsj 
the exprefiions are figurative 5 they did all they could to make 
people fecure, which is fignified by laying them eafy, and to make 
people proud, which is fignified by dreffing them fine, with hand- 
kerchiefs, perhaps, laid, or embroidered, on their heads. 

2. How the wrath of God againft them is exprcfTed. Here is, 
a tub to them, ver' 8. and God declares himfeif againft the me- 
thods they took to delude and deceive, ver. 20. But what courfe 
swill God take with them ? 

r. They fhall be confounded in their attempts, and fhall pro- 
ceed no further, for, ver. 23. ye fhall fee no more vanity, nor di- 
vine divinations, not that they fhall themfelves lay down their pre- 
tenfions in a way of repentance, but when the event gives theni 
the lye, they fliall be filent for fhame. Or, their fancies and ima- 
ginations fhall not be difpofed to receive impreffions which affift 
them in their divinations as they have been ; or, they themfelves 
fhall be cut off. 

2. God's people fhall be delivered out of their hands*; when they 
fee themfelves deluded by them into a falfe peace and a fool's para- 
dife, and that though they would not leave their fin, their fiii 
has left them, and they fee 110 more vanity, nor divine divinations? 
they fhall turn their back upon them, fhall flight their predictions, 
the righteous fhall be no more faddened by them, no, nor the 
wicked ftrengthened ; the pillows fhall he torn from their arms, 
and the kerchiefs from their heads, the fallacies fliall be difcovered^ 
their frauds detected, and the people of God fhall no more be 
in their hand* to be hunted as they had been. Note, It is a 
great mercy to be delivered from a fervile regard to, and fear 
of, thofe that under colour of a divine authority impofe upon 
and tyrannize over the confeiences of men, and^ fay to their 
fouls, Bow down that we ?hay go over. But it is a fore grief 
to thofe who delight in fuch ufurpations, to have their power 
broken^ and the prey delivered ; fuch was the reformation to « 
the church of Rome. And when God doth this, he makes iV 
to appear that he is the Lord$ that it is his prerogative, to give 
law to fouls; 
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€ H A P. XIV, 

&0T0# wfcr^ and prayer are two great ordinances of God, in 
which we are to give honour to him, and may hope to find fa- 
vour and acceptance with him ; and yet in ibis chapter, to our 
great furprize, we find feme waiting upon God in the one, and 
fome in the other, and yet not meeting with fuccefs, as they ex- 
petted. (I.) The elders of Ifrael come to hear the word, and 
-enquire of the prophet, but becaufe they are not duly qualified they 
meet with a rebuke injlead of acceptance, ver. r,— 5. and are 
called upon to repent of their fins, and reform their lives, elfe it 
is at their peril to enquire of God, ver. 6,^-1 1. (%.) Noah, 
Daniel, and Job are fuppofed to pray for this people, and yet be- 
caufe the decree is gone forth, and the dejlruclion of them is de- 
termined, by a variety of judgments their prayers Jhall not be 
anfwer'd, ver. 12, — 21. And yet it is promts 9 d in the clofe, that a 
remnant Jhall efcape, ver. 22, 23, 

i.HpHEN came certain of the elders of Ifrael unto 

me, and fat before me. 2, And the word of 
the LORD came unto me, faying, 3. Son of man, 
thefe men have fet up their idols in their heart, and 
put the ftumbling-block of their iniquity before their 
face : ftiould I be enquired of at all by them ? 4. There- 
fore fpeak unto them, and fay unto them, Thus faith 
the LORD God, Every man of the- houfe of 
Ifrael that fetteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth 
the ftumbling-block of his iniquity before his face, and 
cometh to the prophet, I the LORD will anfwer him 
that cometh, according to the multitude of his idols, 
5. That I may take the houfe of Ifrael in their own 
heart* becaufe they are all eftranged from me through 
their idols. 6. 5 Therefore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, 
Thus faith the LORD God, Repent and turn your felves 
from your idols, and turn away your faces from all your 
abominations. 7. For every one of the houfe of Ifrael, 
or of the ftranger that fojourneth in Ifrael, which fepa- 
rateth himfelf from me, and fetteth up his idols in his 

ftumbling-block of his ini- 



Should I be enquired of at all by them ? Should I accept the* 
quiries as an honour to my felf, or anfwer then} For fatisfacY* ^ 
them ? No ; they have no reafoh to expert it • for, 1 , Thp l °f f ° 



tnem r iso; tney nave no reaion 10 expect it ; lor, 1, The / 
fet up their idols in their heart ; . they not only have idols, but th^ 

n 

great a room in their affections, that there is no parting "th ^ 



are in love with them, they dote upon them* are wedded to 
and have laid them fo near their hearts, and have given them 



heart, and putteth the 

quity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to 

enquire of him concerning me ; I the LORD will an- j difrefpe£t to their peribns that God refufeth to give them an anfwer 



The idols they have fet up in their houfes, though they are 
at a diftance from the chambers of their imagery, yet they have tht* 
in their hearts, and they are ever and anon worfhippihjj trierV 1 
their fancies and imaginations. They have made their }do% to a f ^ 
upon their hearts, fo the word is, /. r. they have fubjefted th 
hearts to their idols, they are upon the throne there : O r w l S1f g 
they come to enquire of the prophet, they pretended to put ^ 
their idols, but it was in pretence only, they ftill had a fecret rl 
ferve for them, they kept them up in their hearts $ and if they left 
them for a while, it was cum animo revertendi, not a final farewel 
Or, it may be underftood bf fpiritual idolatry 5 thofe, whofe affefti 
ons are placed upon the wealth of the world, and the pleafures of 
fenfe, whofe god is their money, whofe god is their belly y they 
up their idols in their heart : Many • that have no idols in their fan- 
cluary, yet have idols in their hearts ; which is no lefs an ufurpati, 
on of God's throne, and a profanatiori of his name. Little chil- 
dren, keep your felves from thofe idols. 2. They put the fiutnhling- 
bhek of their iniquity before their face. Their filver and gold was 
called the Jlionbling- block of their iniquity, chap. \\\. 19. their idols 
of filver and gold, by the beauty of which they were allured to i. 
dolatry, and fo it was the block at which they ftumbled, and fell 
into that fin • or their iniquity is iheivfiumbling-block, which throws 
them down, fb that they fall into ruin. Note, Sinners are their 
own tempters ; every man is tempted, when he is drawn aftde of hh 
own lujl ; and fo they are their own deftroyers ; If thou fcornej}, 
thou alone Jlialt bear it ; and thus they put the ftumbling-bhck of 
their iniquity before their own faces, and {tumble upon it, though 
they fee it before their eyes. It intimates, that they are refolved to 
go on in fin, whatever comes of it .; / have loved firangersfand 
after them I will go, that is the language of their hearts. And 
fiiould God be enquired of by fuch wretches ? Do they not hereby 
rather put an affront upon him, than do him any honour, as thofe 
did that bowed the knee to Chrift in mockery ? Can they expeftan 
anfwer of peace from God, who thus continue their acls of holt> 
lity againft him ? Ezekiel, what thinkeft thou of it ? 

3. The anfwer which God, in juft difpleafure, orders Ezekiel 
to give them, ver. 4. Let them know that it is not out of any 
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fwerhim by my felf.. 8. And I will fet my face againft 
that man, and will make him a fign and a proverb, and 
I will cut him off from the midft of my people, and ye 
{hall know that lam the LORD. 9. And if the pro- 
phet be deceived when he hath fpoken a thing, I the 
LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will ftretch 
out my hand upon him, and will deftroy him from the 
midft; of my people Ifrael. 10. And they fliall bear 
the punifhment of their iniquity, the punifhment of the 
prophet fhall be even as the punifhment of him that 
feeketh unto him f 11. That the houfe of Ifrael may go 
no more aftray from me,, neither be polluted any more 
with all their tranfgrefiions : but that they may be my 
people, and I may be their God, faith the LORD God.. 

Here is, 1. The addrefs which fome of the elders of Ifrael made 
to the prophet, as an oracle, to enquire of the Lord by him. 
They ca?ne and fat before him, ver. 1. It is probable they were 
jiot of thofe that were now his feilow-captives and conftantly at- 
tended his mrnrftry, fuch as thoie we read of chap. viii. I. but 
fome occafional hearers ; fome of the grandees of Jerufalem that 
were come upon bufinefs to Babylon, perhaps publick bufine/s, on 
an embafly from the king, and in their way called on the prophet, 
having heard much of him, and' being defirous to know if he had 
any meflage from God which might be fome guide to them in, 
their negotiation. By the fevere anfwer given them one would 
fufpecl: they had an ill defign to enfnare the prophet, or to try if 
they could catch hold of any thing that might look like a con- 
tradiction to Jeremiah's prophecies^ and fo they 
cafion to reproach them both. However, they feigned them- 
felves juft men, complimented the prophet, and fat before him, 
gravely enough, as God's people ufed to fit. Note, It is no new 
thing for bad men to be found employed in the external perfor- 
mances of religion. 

2. The account whkrh God gave the prophet privately concern- 
ing them : They were ftrangers to him, he only knew that they 
-were elders of Ifrael, that was the character they wore, and, as 
fbch, he received them wkh refpec~fc, and, it is likely, was glad to 
fee them fo well difpofed ; but God gives him their real character, 
ver. 3. they were idolaters, and did only confult Ezekiel, as they 
would any oracle of a pretended deity, to gratify their curiofity, 
and therefore he appeals to the prophet himielf, whether they de- 

ferved to have any countenance or encouragement given them. 



mieht have oc- 



but it is laid down as a rule for every ?nan of the houfe of Ifrael^ 
whoever he be, that if he continue in love and league with his idols, 
and come to enquire of God, God will refent it as an indignity 
done to him, and will anfv/er him according to his real iniquity, 
not according to his pretended piety : He comes to the prophet who 
he expefts will be civil to him, but God will give him his anfwer, 
by punHhing him for his impudence : I the ' Lord, who fpeak) and 
it is done, I will anfwer him that cometh, according to the mdtitmk 
of his idols. Obferve, thofe that fet up idols in their hearty and 
fet their hearts upon their idols, commonly have a multitude of 
them. Humble worfhippers God ufes to anfwer according to the 
multitude of his mercies, but bold intruders he anfwers accordkgh 
the multitude of their idols, i. e. 1. According to the defi re. of their 
idols ; he will give them up to their own hearts lujl, and leave them 
to themfelves to be as bad as they have a mind to be, till they have 
filled up the me a fur e of their iniquity. Mens corruptions are idols in 
their hearts, and they are of their own fetting up ; their temptati- 
ons are the Jlumbling- block of their iniquity, and they are of their own 
putting, and God will anjwer them accordingly \ let them take 
their courfe. 2. According to the defert of their idols ; they {hall 
have fuch an anfwer as it is juft fuch idolaters fhould have: God 
will punifh them as he ufeth to punifh idolaters, that is, when 
they ftand in need of his help, he will fend them to the gods mm 
they have chofen, Judg. x. 13, 14. Note, The judgment of God 
will dwell with men according to what they are really, that is, ac- 
cording to what their hearts are, not according to what they are in 
fhew and profeffion. 

And what will be the end of this ? What will this threatned an- 
fwer amount to ? He tells them, ver. 5. That 1 may take the houji 
of Ifrael in their own heart, may layjjiern open to the world, that 
they may . be afhamed \ nay, lay them open to the curfe, that ^ they 
may be ruined. Note, The fin and {haine, and pain and % ruin oi 
finners, is all from themfelves, and their own hearts are rhefnares 
in which they are taken ; they feduce them, they betray them j 
their own confeiences witnefs againft -them, condemn them, ana 
are a terror to them. . If God take them, if he difcover them, « 
he convicl: them, if he bind them over to his judgment, it is all by 

their own hearts. O Ifrael, thou haft deft roved thy felf T" e " m r. 

J - are all ejlran^ 

of finners is owing 

to their eftrangement from God. 2. It is through fome idol or ci- 
ther that the hearts of men are ejtranged from God, fome a< ? m ^ 
has gained that place and dominion in the heart, that God i& ou/ 
have. 
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of Ifrael is ruined by its own hands, becaufe they 
from me through their idols. Note, 1. The ruin o 
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f' f Ifrael ver. 7 ', 8. The fame thing is repeated, which inti- 
L God's juft difpleafi 
111 th the fliews and forms of devotion, while their hearts are eftrang- 



The extent of this anfwer God had given them, to all the 



lire againft hypocrites, who mock him 



A from him, and at war with him. Obferve, 1. To whom this 
f> laration belongs ; it concerns not only every one of the houfe of 
l 5 ; as before, ver. 4. but the Jlr anger that fojourns in Ifrael ; 
J him n ot think it will be an excufe for him in his idolatries that 
r ' but a ftranger, and a fojourner in Ifrael, and doth but worfhip 
f ao fe t hat his father ferved, and that he himfelf was bred up in 
h jfcrvice of ; no, let him not expect any benefit by Jfrael's ora- 
tes or prophets, unlete he throughly renounce his idolatry. Note, 
EVen profelytes (hall not be countenanced if they be not fincere 5 

diffembled conversion is no converfion. 2. The defcription here . 
<riven of hypocrites ; they feparate them] elves from God ; by their , 
fellowlhip with idols, they cut themfelves off from their relation to m 
God, and their intereft in him ; they break off their acquaintance 
and intercourfe with him, and fet themfelves at a diftance from 
him. Note, Thofe that join themfelves to idols, feparate them- . 
[elves from God nor (hall any be for ever feparated from the vifi- j 
on and fruition of God, but fuch as now feparate themfelves from • 
his fervice, and wilfully withdraw their allegiance to him. But J 
there are thofe who thus feparate themfelves from God, and yet \ 
come to his prophets, with a feeming refpe£fc and deference to their 
office, to enquire of them 'concerning God, either to fatisfy a vain ' 
curiofity, or flop the mouth of a clamorous confeience, or to get 
or five a reputation among merr, but without any defire to be ac- 
quainted with God, or ariy defign to be ruled by him. 3. The 
doom of thofe that thus trifle with God, and think to impofe upon 
him .5 I the Lord will anfwer him by my felf ; let me alone to deal 
with him ; I will give him an anfwer that (hall fill him with con- 
fiifion, that fhall make him repent of his daring impiety ; he fhall 
have his anfwer;, not by the words of the prophet, but by the judg- 
ments of God ; and I will fet my face againft that man, which 
notes great difpleafure againft him, and a fixed refolution to ruin 
him. God can outface the moft impenitent (inner. The hypo- 
crite thought to fave his credit, nay, and to gain applaufe, but, 
on the contrary, God wilt make him a fign and. a proverb, i. e. 
will inflifl: fuch judgments upon him, as (hall make him remark- 
able and contemptible in the eyes of all about him his mifery 
fliall be made ufe of to exprefs the greateft mifery ; as when the 
worft of finners are (aid to have their portion appointed them with 
hypocrites, Matt. xxiv. 51. God will make him an example, his 
judgments upon him (hall be for warning to others to take heed of 
mocking God ; -for thus Jhall it be do?te to the man that feparates 
himfdj from God, and yet pretends to enquire concerning him : The 
hypocrite thought to have pafled for one of God's people, and to 
have crowded into heaven among them, but God will cut him oft 7 
from the midft of his people, will difcover him, and pluck him out 
from the thickeft of them ; and by this, faith God, ye Jhall know 
that I. am the Lord by the dilcovery of hypocrites, it appears that 
God is omnifcient j minifters know not how people (land affe£ted 
when they come to hear the word, but God doth ; and by the 
punifliment of hypocrites, it appears he is a jealous God, and one 
that cannot, that will not be impofed upon. 

5. The doom of thofe pretenders to prophecy, who give coun- 
tenance tothefe pretenders to piety, ver. 9, 10. Thefe hypocriti- 
cal enquirers, though Ezekiel will give them no comfortable an- 
fwer, yet hope to meet with feme other prophets that will ; and if 
they do, as, perhaps, they may, let them know that God permits 
thofe lying prophets to deceive them, in part of punimment : If 
the prophet, that flatters them, be deceived, and gives them hopes 
Which there is no ground for, / the Lord have deceived that pro- 
phet, have fuffered the temptation to be laid before him, and fuf- 
fered him to yield to it, and overruled it for the hardening of 
thofe in their wicked courfes that were refolved to go on in them. 
We are fure that God is not the author of fin, but we are as fure 
that he is the Lord of all, and the Judge of finners, and often 
makes ufe of one wicked man to deltroy another, and fo of one 
"wicked man to deceive another. Both are fins in him who doth 
them, and fo they are not from God ; both are punifliments to 
him to whom they are done, and fo they are from God. We 
have a full inftance of this in the ftory of Ahab's prophets, who 
were deceived by a lying (pirit, which God put into their mouths, 
1 Kings xxii. 23. and another in thofe whom God gives up to 
firong delufions to believe a lye, becaufe . they received not the love of 
the truth, 2 The(T. ii. 11. But read the fearful doom of the lying 
prophe't, 7* will Jlr etch out ?ny hand upon him, and will dejlroy him. 
When God hath ferved his own righteous purpofes by him, he (hall 
he reckoned with for his unrighteous purpofes as when God had 
^ade ufe of the- Chaldeans for the wafting of a finful people, he 
juftly puniflied them for their rage ; fo when he had made ufe of 

falfe prophets, and afterwards of falfe chrijls, for the deceiving of a 
finful people, he juftly puniflied them for their faHhood. But here- 
in we muft acknowledge (as Calvin upon this place minds us) that 

^pd's judgments are a great deep, that we are incompetent judges 
°f them, and though we cannot account for the equity of God's 
proceedings, to the (atisfying and filencing of every caviller, yet 

wre is a day coming when he will be juftified before all the world j 



and particularly in this inftance, when the pumjhiiknt of the prophet? 
that flattered the hypocrite in his evil way} fliall be as the punifti- 
ment of the hypocrite, that, feeketh to him 1 , and befpeaks finooth 
things onlyj If a. xxx. 10. The ditch (hall be the fame to the blind 
leader, and the blind followers. * , : 

6. The good counfel that is given them for the preventing or" 
this fearful doom, ver. 6. Therefi 

from your idols ; let this feparate between you and them, that they 
feparate between you and God • becaufe they fet God's face againft 
you, do you turn away your faces from them, which notes not on- 
ly forfaking them, but forfaking them with lothihg and deteftati- 
on ; turn from them, as from abominations that you are fick of ; 
and then you will be welcome to enquire of the Lord : Come now^ 
and let us reafen together. . 

7. The good iflue of this, as to the houfe tif tfrad% therefore the 
pretending prophets, and the pretending faints, fliall perifti toge- 
ther by the judgments of God, that, fome being made examples, 
the body of the people may be reformed ; that the houfe of Ifrael 
may go no more ajlray from me, ver. 11. Note^ The punifliments 
of fome are defigned for the prevention of fin j that others may hear 
and fear, and take warning : When we fee what comes of thofe 
that go aftray from God, we fhould thereby be engaged to keep 
clofe to him : And if the houfe of Ifrael go not aftray, they will not 
be polluted any ?nore. Note, Sin is a polluting thing, it renders the 
(inner odious in the eyes of the pure and holy God, and in his own 
eyes too, whenever confeience is awakened ; and therefore they 
(hall no ?nore be polluted, that they may be my people, and I may be 
their God. Note, Thofe whom God takes into covenant with 
himfelf, muft firft be cleanfed from the pollutions of fin 5 and thofe 
who are fo cleanfed, (hall not only be faved from ruihj but be in- 
titled to all the privileges of God^s people. 

12. 5 The word of the LORD came again to me* 



faying, 13. Son of man, when the land finneth againft 
me by trefpafling grievoufly, then will I (iretch out 
mine hand upon ir, and will break the ftaff of the bread 
thereof^ and will fend famine upon it, and will cut off 
man and bead from it. 14. Though thefe three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, they (hould deliver 
but their own fouls by their righteoufnefs* faith the 
LORD God. 15. 5 If I caufe noifom beafts to pafs 
through the land, and they fpoil it, fo that it be defo- 
late, that no man may pafs through becaufe of the 
beafts : 16. Though thefe three men zvere in it, as I 
live, faith the LORD God, they fhall deliver neither 
fons nor daughters ; they only (hall be delivered, but 
the land fhall be defolate. 17. 7 Or if I bring a fword 
upon that land, and fay, Sword, go through the land z, 
fo that I cut off man and bead from it : 18. Though 
thefe three men were in it, as I live, faith the LORD 
God, they fliall deliver neither fons nor daughters, but 
they only (hall be delivered themfelves. 19. 5 Or if I 
fend a peftilence into that land, and pour out my fury 
upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beaft: : 
20. Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it 5 as I 
live, faith the LORD Gocl, they fhall deliver neither 
fon nor daughter, they (hall but deliver their own fouls 
by their righteoufnefs. 21. For thus faith the LORD 



How 



Jerufal 



peftilenc 



man and beaft? 22. 5 Yet behold, therein (hall be 
left a remnant that fhall be brought forth, both fons 
and daughters : behold, they (hall come forth unto you, 
and ye (hall fee their way, and their doings : and ye 
(hall be comforted concerning the evil that I have 
brought upon Jerufalem, even concerning all that I have 
brought upon it. 23. And they (hall comfort you 
when ye fee their ways and their doings : and ye (hall 
know that I have not done without caufe, all that I 
have done in it, faith the LORD God* 

The fcope of thefe verfes is to {hew, 

I. That national fins bring national judgments ; when virtue 
is ruined and laid wafte, every thing elfe will foon . be ruined and 
laid wafte too, ver. 1 3. When the land ftmxeth againft me, when 
vice and wickednefs becomes epidemical, when the land finneth by 
trefpajfing grievoufly, when the finners are become very numerous, 
and their fins very heinous, when grofs impieties and immoralities 
univerfally prevail, then will I ftretch forth mine hand upon it, for 
the punifliment of it 5 the divine power fnall be vigoroufly and 
openly exerted* the judgments (hall be extended and ftretched 
forth to all the corners of the land, to all the concerns and interefts 



of the nation : Grievous fins bring grievous plagues. 



2. That 
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2. That God has variety of fore judgments wherewith to punifh 
finful nations, and he has them all at command, and inflicts which 
he pleafeth.. He did indeed refer it to David, what judgment he 
would.be punifhed with, for his fin in numbring the people, for 
ahy of them would ferve to anfwer the end, which was to leflen 
the numbers he was proud of ; but David in effect, referred it to 
God again, let us fall into the hands of tie Lord; let ^ him choofe 
with what rod we fhall be beaten. But he ufeth a variety of judg- 
ments, that it may appear he hath an univerfal dominion, and that 
in all our concerns we may fee our dependence on him. 

Four fore judgments are here inftanced in, I. Famine ; the de- 
nying and withholding of common mercies is it felf judgment e- 
jioueh there needs no more to make a people miferable ; God 
heeds not bring the ftafF of oppreffion, it is but breaking the Jlaff 
cf bread, and the work is foon done ; he cuts ojf man and beajl, 
bv cutting off the provifions which nature makes for both in the 
annual products of the earth : God breaks the Jlaff of breads when, 
though we have bread, yet we are not nourifhed and ftrengthened 
by it, Hag. 16. Ye eat, but ye have not enough. 2. Hurtful 
leafls, noifom and noxious ; either, as poifonous, or as ravenous ; 
God can make thefe to pafs through the land, to increafe in all parts 
of it, and to bereave it, not only of the tame cattle, preying upon 
their flocks and herds, but of their people, devouring men, wo- 
men, and children, fo that no ?nan may pafs through becaufe of the 
leafls, none dare travel even in the high roads, for fear of being 
' pulled in pieces by lions, or other beafts of prey, as the children of 
Beth-el, by two bears. Note, When men revolt from their alle- 
giance to God, and rebel againft him, it is juft with God that 
the inferior creatures fhould rife up in arms againft man, Lev. 
xxvi. 22. 3. War ; God often chaftifeth finful nations by bring- 
ing a fword upon them, the fword of a foreign enemy, and he 
gives it its commiffion, and orders what execution it fhall do, ver. 
17. He faith, Sword, go through the land. It is bad enough, if 
the fword do but enter into the borders of a land, but much worfe, 
when it goes through the bowels of a land. ■ Then- by it God cuts 
effman andbcajl, horfe and foot 5 what execution the fword doth, 
God doth by it ; for it is his fword, and it acts as he directs. 
4. Pejlilence a dreadful difeafe, which hath fometime depopula- 
ted cities j by it God pours out his fury in blood, i. e. in death 3 
the pejlilence kills as effectually as if the blood were flied by the 
fword 5 for it is poifoned by the difeafe ; the fickneCs we call it. 
See how miferable the cafe of mankind is, that lies thus expofed to 
deaths in various fhapes ! See how dangerous the cafe of finners is, 
againft whom God hath fo many ways of fighting ! fo that though 
they efcape one judgment, God has another waiting for them. 

3. That when God's profeffing people revolt from him, and re- 
bel againft him, they may juftly expect a complication of judgments 
to fall upon them. God has various ways of contending with a 
finful nation ; but if Jerufalem, the holy city, beco?ne a harlot, 
God will fend upon her all his four fore judgments, ver. 21. for 
the nearer any are to God in name and profeffion, the more fe- 
verely will he reckon with them if they reproach that worthy name 
by xvhich they are called, and give the lie to that profeffion. They 
fhall be punifhed feven ti?nes ?nore. 

4. That it is poffible there may be, and commonly there are 
lbrne few very good men, even in thofe places that, by fin, are 
ripened for ruin : It is 110 foreign flippofition, that, even in a land 
that has trefpaffed grievoufy, there may be three fuch ?ncn as Noah, 
Daniel, and Job 5 Daniel was now living, and at this time fcarce 
arrived to the prime of his eminency, but he was already famous, 
at Ieaft this word of God concerning him would without fail make 
him fo ; but he was carried away into captivity with the firft of 
all, Dan. i. 1. Some of the better fort of people in Jerufalem 
might, perhaps, think, if Daniel (of whofe fame in the king of 
Babylon's court they had heard much) had but continued in Jeru- 
falem, it had been fpared for his fake, as the magicians in Babylon 
were ; No, faith God, though you had him, who was fo emi- 
nently good in bad times and places, as Noah in the old world, 
and Job in the land of Uz, yet a reprieve fhould not be obtained. 
In the places that are moft corrupt, and in the ages that are moft 
degenerate, yet there is a remnant, which God referves to him- 
felf, and which Jlill hold fajl their integrity, and ftand fair for the 
honour of delivering the land, as the innocent are fa id to do. Job xxii. 

30. 

5. That God oftentimes fpares very wicked places for the fake 
of a few godly people in them. This is implied here, as the ex- 
pectation of Jerufalem's friends in the day of its diftrefs. Surely 
God will flay his controverfy with us ; for are there not fome a- 
rnong us that are emptying the meafure of national guilt by their 
prayers, as others are filling it by their fins ? and rather than God 
will dejlroy the righteous with the wicked, he will prefer ve the wic- 
ked with the righteous. If Sodom might have been fpared for the 
lake of ten good men, fure Jerufalem may. 

6. That fuch men as Noah, Daniel, and Job will prevail, if 
any can, to turn away the wrath of God from a finful people. 
Noah was a perfect: man, and kept his integrity* when all flefh 
had corrupted their way, and for his fake, his family, though one' 
of them was wicked, Ham, was faved in the ark: Job was a great 
example of piety, and mighty in prayer, for his children, for his 

friends $ and God turned his captivity when he prayed, Thofe 




were very ancient examples, before Mofes, that great hit 
and therefore God mentions them, to intimate, that he h^r ' 
very peculiar favourites, Jong before the Jewifh nation was f & 
or founded, and would have fuch when it was ruined • for °\ • 
reafon, it fhould feem, thofe names were made ufe of 'ratf ^ 

Mofes. Aaron, or Samuel: and vcf_ amr .,.^ r ^an 



med 



God was partial in his refpe&s to the ancient days, here is a 

t were 

to teach us, not to leflen the ufeful good men of our own da 
overniagnifying the ancients 5 let the children of the nw„?/ 



dern inftance, a living one, placed between thofe* two^hat 
the glories of antiquity, and he now a captive, and that is Darf f 



know, that Daniel, their neighbour, and companion in trttufa-** 



go. 



Mofes 

that 

mo- 

niel, 

1 by 

vity 

being a man of great humility, piety, and zeal for GoT^d^ 5 
ftant and conftant in prayer, had as 1 good an intereft in heave 
Noah or Job had. ^ Why may hot God raife up as great ai * 
men now, as he did formerly, and do as much for them ? 

7. That when the fin of a people is come to its height, and th 
decree is gone forth for their ruin, the piety and prayers of the b 
men fhall not prevail to take up the controverfy. This is here f 
ferted again and again, that though thefe three men were in Terufale ' 
at this time, yet they fhould deliver neither fen nor daughter m 
fo much as the little ones fhould be fpared for their fakes as the 
little ones of Ifrael were upon the prayer of Mofes, Numb, xiv n 
No, the landjhall be deflate, and God wili not hear their pram 
for it, though Mofes and Sa?nuel flood before him, Jer* xv 1 
Note, Abufed patience will turn at laft into exorable wrath - and' 
it fhould feem, as if God would be more inexorable in Jerufalenrs 
cafe than in another, ver. 6. becaufe, befide the divine patience* 
they had enjoyed greater privileges than any people befide, which 
were the aggravations of their Tin. 

8. That though pious, praying men may hot prevail to deliver 
others, yet they /hall deliver their own folds by their rightmtfiefr 
fo that, though they may fuffer in the common calamity, yet, to 
them, the property of it is altered, it is not that to' them that it is 
to the wicked ; it is unftung, and doth them no hurt ; it is fancli- 
fied, and doth them good ; fometimes their fouls, i. e. their live% 
are remarkably delivered, and given them for a prey, ' however 
their fouls, i. e. their fpiritual interefts, are fecured ; if their bodies 
be not delivered, yet their fouls are : Riches indeed profit not in tie 
day of zurath, but righteoufnefs delivers from death, from fo creat a 
death, fo many deaths as here thieatned. This fhould encourage 
us to keep our integrity in times of common apoftafy, that if \ve 
do fb, we fhall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. 

^ 9. That even then when God makes the greateft defolatioris by 
his judgments, he referves fome to. be the monuments of his mercy, 
ver. 22, 23. In Jerufalem it felf, though marked for utter ruin, 
yet there fljall be left a remnant, that fhall not be cut off by any of 
thofe fore judgments before mentioned, but fhall be carried into 
captivity, both fins and daughters, that fhall be the feed of a new 
generation; the young ones, that were not grown up to fuch an 
obftinacy in fin as their fathers were, who were therefore cutoff 
as incurable, thefe Jhall be brought forth out of the ruins of Jerufa- 
lem by the , victorious enemy, . and, behold, they fliall come forth to 
you that are in captivity, they fhall make a virtue of a neceflity, 
and fhall come the more willingly to Babylon, becaufe fo many of 
their friends .are gone thither before them, and are there ready to 
receive them 5 . and, when they come, ye Jhall fee their ways and 
their doings, i. e. you fhall hear them make a free and ingenuous 
confefllon of the fins they had formerly been guilty of, and a hum- 
ble profeffion of repentance for them, with promifes of reformati- 
on ; and you fhall fee inftances of their reformation, fhall fee what 
good their affliction has done them, and how prudently and pati- 
ently they carry themfelves under it. The good effect their nar- 
row efcape fhall have upon them, it fhall change their temper 
and conversion, and then make them new men. And this will 
redound, (1.) To the fatisfaction of their brethren, they Jhall com- 
fort you when ye fee their ways. Note, It is a very comfortable 
fight to fee people, when they are under the rod, repenting and 
humbling themfelves, juftifying God, and accepting the punifh- 
ment of their iniquity. When we for row (as we ought to do) 
for the afflictions of others, it is a great comfort to us in our for- 
row to fee them improving their afflictions, and making a good ufe 
of them. When thofe captives told their friends how Bad tfey 
had been, and how righteous God was in bringing thefe judgments 
upon them, it made them very ealy, and helped to reconcile them 
to the calamities of Jerufalem, to the juflice of God in punifting 
his own people fo, and to the goodnefs of God, which now ap-v 
peared to have had kind intentions in all ; and thus ye fiall be com- 
forted concerning all the evil that I have brought upo?i Jerufalem, and, 
when you better underftand the thing, fhall not have fuch direM 
apprehenfions concerning it as you have had. . Note, It is a debt 
we owe to our brethren, if we have got good by our afflictions, to 
comfort them, by letting them know it. (2.) It will redound to 
the honour of God : Ye fiall biow that I have not done it ivithoni 
caufe, not without a juft provocation, and yet not without a gra- 
cious defign, all that I have done in it. Note, When affli<ft ons 
have done their work, and have accomplifhed that for which the/ 
were fent, then will appear the ivifdom and goodnefs of Godm 
fending them, and God will not only be juftified, but glorified m 
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CHAP. XVw 

i- I'ilihfc tigaih and again ? in God's name? foretold the utter ruin 
c ** er ufalc7ih but? it Jhould Jeem, he fi?ids it hard to reconcile him- 
fit to it and to acquiejce in the will of God in this fevere dtfpe?i- 
fation? an ^ therefore God takes various methods to fatisfy him? not 
k that it Jhall be fo? but that there is no remedy? it muji be fo? 
it is fit it jhould be fo '? here? in this Jhort chapter? he Jhews him 
probably? -with defign that he fijould tell the people) that it was as 
eoui/ite Jerufaleni Jhould be dejlroycd? as that the dead and wi- 
thered branches of a vine Jhould be cut off and thrown into the 
fi re J. The fimilitiide is very elegant? ver. I? — 5. but? 2. The 
recidition of the fimilitiide is very dreadful? ver. 6? 
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N D the word of the LORD came unto me, 

2. Son of man, what is the vine- tree 
more than, any tree, or than a branch which is among 
die trees of the foreft ? 3. Shall wood be taken thereof 
to do any work ? or will men take a pin of it to hang a- 
ny veffel thereon ? 4. Behold, it is call into the fire 
for fuel ; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and 
the midft of it is burnt : is it meet for any work ? 5. 
Behold, when it was whole it was meet for no work : 
how much lefs fhall it be meet yet for any work, when 
the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned ? 6. 5 
Therefore thus faith the LORD God, As the vine- 
tree among the trees of the foreft, which I have given 
to the fire for fuel, fo will I give the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem. 7. And I will fet my face againft them, 
they fhall go out from one fire, and another fire fhall 
devour them : and ye fhall know that I am the LORD, 
when I fet my face againft them. 8. And I will make 
the land defolate, becaufe they have committed a tref- 

pafs, faith the LORD God, 

The prophet, we may fuppofe, was thinking what a glorious 
city Jerufalem was, above any city in the world -? it was the crown 
w&joy of the whole earth -? and therefore what pity it was that it 
Jhould be deftroyed ; it was a noble ftructure, the city of God, 
and the city of IfraePs folemnities ; but if thefe were the thoughts 
of his heart, God here returns an anfwer to them, by comparing 
Jerufalem to a vine. 

1. It is true, if a vine be fruitful, it is a moft valuable tree, 
none more fo -? it was one of thofe that was courted to have domi- 
nion over the trees, and the fruit of it is fuch as cheers God and 
mail) Judges ix. 12, 13. it makes glad the heart? Pfalm civ. 15. 
So Jerufalem was planted a choice and noble vine^ wholly a right feed? 
jer. ii. 21. and if it had brought forth fruit fuitable to its chara- 
cter, as a holy city, it would have been the glory both of God and 
Ifrael ; it was a vine which Gods right hand had planted? a branch 
cut of a dry ground? which, though its original was mean and de- 
fpicable, God had made Jlrongfor himfelf? Pfalm Ixxx. 15. to be 
to him for a name and for a praife m 

2. But if it be not fruitful, it is good for nothing, it is as worth- 
lefs and ufelefs a product of the earth as even thorns and briers are : 
What is the vine-tree? if you take the tree by it felf, without confi- 
deration of the fruit ? what is it ?nore tha?z any tree ? that it fhould 
have fo much care taken of it, and fo much coft laid out upon it ? 
What is a branch of the vine, though it fpread more than a branch 
which is among the trees of the forejl ? where it grows neglected and 
expofed : Or, as fome read it, What is the vine ?nore than any tree? 
if the branch of it be as the trees of the forejl ? i. e. if it bear no 
fruit, as foreft trees feldom do; being deiigned for timber- trees, not 
fruit-trees. Now there are fome fruit-trees, which, if they do not 
hear, yet, the wood of them is of good ufe, and may be made to 
turn to a good account ; but the vine is none of thofe, if that do 
Not anfwer its end, as a fruit-tree, it is worth nothing for a timber- 
tree. Obferve, 

(1.) How this fimilitude is exprefTed here : The wild vine, that 
2S m ^ng the trees of the forejl? or the empty vine, which Ifrael is 
compared to, Hof x. 1. that bears no more fruit than a foreft- tree, 
it is good for nothing, it is as ufelefs as a brier, and more fo, for 
that will add fome fharpnefs to the thorny hedge, which the vine- 
branch will not do. He fliews, 1. That it is fit for no ufe, the 
wood of it is not taken to do any work? one cannot fo much as make 
a pm of it i 0 hang a veffel upon? ver. 3. See how varioufly the gifts 
°f nature are difpenfed for the fervice of man ! among plants, the 
roots of fome, the feeds or fruits of others, the leaves of others, 
and of fome the ftalks are moft ferviceable to us ; fo, among trees, 

°me are ftrong and not fruitful, as the oaks and cedars ; others 
yeak but very fruitful, as the vine, which is unfightly, low, and 

pending, yet of great ufe : Rachel is comely, but barren ; Leah 
Jiomely, but fruitful. 2. That therefore it is made ufe of for fuel-? 
ttwill ferve to heat the oven with. Becaufe it is not meet for any 
it is cajl into the fire? ver. 4. When it is good for nothing 
N°. 67. 
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elfe, it is ufeful this way, _ and anfweri a very needful intention} 
for fuel Is a thing we muft- have, and to burn any thing for fuel? 
which is good for ,other work, is ill husbandry : To what purpofe 
is this' wajie f The unfruitful vine is difpofed of the fame way 
with the briers and thorns, which are rejected; and whofe end is to 
be burned? Heb. vi; 8i And what care is taken of it then ? If a 
piece of folid timber be kindled, fome body; perhaps, may fnatch 
it 'as a brand out of the burnbig? and fay*, It is pity to burn it, .for 
it may be put to fome better ufe % but If the branch of a vine be 
on fire; and; as ufualj both the ends of it and the middle are kin- 
dled together, no body goes about to fave it ; when it was whole it 
was meet for iib work-? much lefs when the fire has devoured it? ver, 
5 . even the afhes of it are not worth faving. 

(2.) How this fimilitude fs applied to Jerufalem : 

1. That holy city was become unprofitable, and. good for no- 
thing *? it had been as the vine-tree among the trees of the vineyard^ 
abounding in the fruits of righteoufnefs to the glory of God, when 
religion flourifhed there, and the pure worfhip of God was kept 
up, many a joyful vintage was then gathered in from it ; and while 
it continued fo, God made a hedge about it ; it was his pleafant 
plant? Ifa. v. 7. he watered it every moment? and kept it night and, 
day? Ifa. xxvii. 3. but it was now oecome the degenerate pla?it of 
a jlrange vine? of a wild vine, fuch as we read of, 2 Kings iv. 39. 
a vine-tree among the trees of the foreft? which, being wild, bring- 
eth forth wild grapes? Ifa. v. 4. which are not enly of no ufe, but 
are naufeous and noxious, Deut. xxxii. 32. their grapes are grapes 
of gall? and their clujlers are bitter \ It is explained, ver. 8. They 
have tr-efpaffed a trefpafs? i. e. they have treacheroufly prevaricated 
with God,, and perfidioufly apoftatized from him ; for fo the word 
fignifies. Note, Profeflbrs of religion, if they do not live up to 
their profeffion, but contradict it, if they degenerate, and depart 
from it, are the moft unprofitable creatures in the world, like the 
fait that has loft its favour? and is thenceforth good for noth'mg? 
Mark ix. 50. Other nations were famed for valour or politicks, 
lome for war, others for trade, and retained their credit •? but the 

I Jewifh nation being famous for a holy people, when they loft their 
holinefi, and became v/icked, were thenceforth good for nothing ; 
with that they loft all their credit and ufefulnefs, and became the 
moft bafe and defpicable people under the fun, trodden under foot of 
the Gentiles. Daniel, and other pious Jews, were of great ufe in 
their generation ; but the idolatrous Jews then, and the unbelieving 
Jews now, fince the preaching of the gofpel, have been, and are, 
of no common fervice, not fit for any work. \ 

2. Being fo, it is given to the fire for fuel? ver. 6. Note, Thofe 
that are not fruitful to the glory of God's grace, fhall be fuel to 
the fire of his wrath ; and thus, if they give not honour to him, 
he wilier him honour upon them ; honour that will fhine bright in 
that flaming fire, by which impenitent fmners will be for ever con- 
fumed : He will not be a lofer at laft by any of his creatures ; The 
Lord has ?nade all things for himfelf? yea, even the wicked? that 
would not otherwife be for him, for the day of cvil y Prov. xvi. 4. 
And they who would not glorify him as the God to zuho?n duty be- 
longs? in them he will be glorified as the God to whom vengeance be- 
lo?igs. The fire of God's wrath had before devoured both the ends 
of the Jewifh nation, ver. 4. Samaria, and the cities of Judah, 
and now Jerufalem, that was the midft of it? was thrown into the 
fire to be burnt too, for it is meet for no work? it will not be 
wrought upon, by any of the methods God has taken, t« be fer- 
viceable to him. The inhabitants of Jerufalem were like a vine- 
branch,- rotten and aukward, and therefore, ver. 7. I will Jet my 
face agai?ji them? to thwart all their counfels, as they fet their fa- 
ces againft God, to contradict his word, and defeat all his defigns. 
It is decreed, the confumption is determined, I will 771a ke the land 
quite defolate? and therefore, when they go out from one fire? a?io 7 
ther fire fi>all devour the77i? ver. 7. the end of one judgment fhall 
be the beginning of another, and their efcape from one only a re- 
prieve till another comes; they fhall go from mifery in their own 
country, to mifery in Babylon : They that kept out of the way 
of the fword, perifhed by famine or peftilence: When one defcerft 
of the Chaldean forces upon them was over, and they thought^ 
furely the bittemefs of death is paft? yet foon after they returned a- 
gain v/ith double violence, till they had made a full end. Thus 
they Jhall know that I am the Lord? a God of almighty power^ 
when I fet my face againft them. Note, God fhews himfelf to be 
the Lord? by perfecting the deftruction of his implacable enemies, 
as well as the deliverances of his obedient people. Thofe, againft 
whom God fets his face? though they may come out of one trouble 
little hurt, will fall into' another -? though they come out of the pit? 
will be taken in the fnare? Ifa. xxiv. 1 8. though they efcape the 
fword of Hazael? will fall by that of Jehu, 1 Kings xix. 17; for 
evil purfues fmners : Nay, though they go oiit from the fire of 
temporal, judgments, and fecm to die in peace, yet there is an 
evcrlafting fire that^will devour them ; for when God judgeth? 
firft or laft, he will over co7ne •? and will be knotun by the judg- 

?nents which he ex cent eth. See Matt; iii. 10. John xv. 6. 
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'//// God is juftifyiffg himfelf in the defolations he is abotk to bring 
upon Jerufalem* and very largely* in this chapter * he Jhew s the 
prophet and orders him tojhew the people* that he did but puntjh 
'them a) their fins deferved. In the foregoing chapter* he had corn- 
tared Jerufalem to fin unfruitfitl vine* that was fit for nothing but 
the fire* in this chapter* he compares it to an adulterefs* that* in 
iuflice* 9 ought to be abandoned and expofed ; and hemujl therefore 
Jhew. the people their abomination's* that they might fee how little 
reafon they had to complain of the judgments they were under. In 
this long difcourfe is fet forth* I. The defpicable and deplorable 
beginnings of that church and nation* ver. 3,^-5. 2. The many 
honours and favours God had befiowed upon them* ver, 6,; — 14. 
3, Their treacherous and ungrateful departures from hi?n* to the 
fervices and worjhip of idols* here reprefented by the mojl impu- 
dent whoredom* ver. 15,— 34. 4- 4 tbreatning of terrible* de- 
stroying judgments* which God would bring upon them for this fm* 
ver. 35 >— 43- 5* A n aggravation* both of their Jin and of their 
t>uni/bment* by comparifon with Sodom and Samaria* ver. 44,^59. 

ife of mercy in the clofe* which Gad would Jhew 



nitent remnant* ver. 60, 



defigned for admonition 



to us. 
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LORD 
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i Jerufalem 
3. And fay, Thus faith 
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me* faying* 

to know her abominations, 

LORD God unto Jerufalem* Thy birth, and thy 
nativity is of the land of Canaan* thy father was an A- 
morite, and thy mother an Hittite. 4.1 And as for 
thy nativity in the day thou waft born, thy navel was 
not cut, neither waft thou wafhed in water to fupple 
thee : thou waft not faked at all* nor fwaddled at all. 



5. None 



Mm 

mpaffion 
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but thou waft caft out 



in the open • field* to the lothing of thy perfon, in the 
day that thou Waft born. 

Ezekiel is now among the captives In Babylon, but as Jeremi- 
ah at jerufalem wrote for the ufe of the captives, though they had 
£zekiel upon the fpot with them, chap. xxix. fo Ezekiel wrote 
for the ufe of Jerufalem, though Jeremiah himfelf was refident 
there 3 and yet they were far from looking upon it as an affront 
to one another, or an interfering with one another's bufinefs ; for 
aliinifters have need of one another's help, both by preaching and 
writing. Jeremiah wrote to the captives for their confolation, 
which was the thing they needed ; Ezekiel here is directed to write 
to the inhabitants of Jerufalem for their convidtion and humilia- 
tion, which was the thing they needed : This is his commiffion, 
ver. 2. Caufe Jerufalem to know her abo?ninations* i. e. her fins * 
fet them in order before her. Note^ 1. Sins are not only provo- 
cations which God is angry at, but abo?ni?iations which he hates, 
as contrary to his nature, and which we ought to hate, Jcr. xliv. 
4. 2. The fins of Jerufalem are in a fpecial manner fo. The 
practice of profaneneis appears moft odious in thofe that make a 
profeffion of religion. 3. Though Jerufalem is a place of great 
.knowledge, yet Ihe is loth to know her abo?ninations ; fo partial 
are men in their own favours, that they are hardly made to fee 
and own their own badnefs, but deny it, palliate or extenuate it. 
4. It is requifite that we fhould know our fins, that we may con- 
fefs them, and may juftify God in what he brings upon us for 
them. 5. It is the work of minifters to . caufe finners, finners in 
Jerufalem, to know their abominations ; to fet before them the glafs 
of the law, that in it they may fee their own deformities and de- 
filements ; to tell them plainly of their faults ; Thou art the man. 

Now that Jerufalem may be made to know her abominations* and 
particularly the abominable ingratitude fhe had been guilty of, it 
was requifite fhe fhould be put in mind of the great things God 
had done for her, as the aggravations of her ill carriage towards 
him ; and, to magnify thofe favours, fhe is in thefe verfes made 
to know the meannefs and bafene/s of her original, from what poor 
beginnings God raifed her, and how unworthy fhe was of his fa- 
vour, and of the honour he had put upon her. Jerufalem is here 
put for the Jewifh church and nation, which is here compared to 
an outcafl: child, bale born, and abandoned, which the mother 
her (elf has no affeflion or concern for. 

1 . The extraction of the Jewifh nation was mean : Thy birth is 
of ihe land of Canaan* ver. 3. u e. thou hadft from the very firft 
the fpirit and difpofition of a Canaanite. The patriarchs dwelt in 
Canaan, and they were there but flrangers and fojourners^ had no 
pofleffion, no power, not one foot of ground of their own, but a 
burying-place : Abraham and Sarah were indeed their father and 
mother^ but they were only inmates with the Amorites and Hit- 
titcs, who, having the dominion, feemed to be as parents to the 
feed of Abraham, witnels the court Abraham made to the children 
cf Jleih* Gen. xxiii. 4, 8. and the dependence they had upon 



their neighbours the Canaanites, and the fear they were in of i 
Gen. xiii. 7. xxxiv. 30. If the patriarchs at their firft 1 ^ 



0 



to Canaan had conquered it, and made themfelves mafte r $ c 
it had put an honour upon their family:, and had looked " 
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hiftory, but, inftead of that, they went from one nation to 1 ^7 ^ 
Pfalm cv. 13. as tenants from one farm to another, almofta^' 
gars from one 'door to another, when they were butfexv in J ^ 
yea, very few : And -yet this was not the worft, their fatherfh 
ferved other gods in Ur of 'ihe Chaldees* Jofh. xxiv, 2. even ' S T 
cob's fahiily there Were flrange gods* Gen. xxxv. 2, Thus** 1 
had they a genius leading them to idolatry ! and upon this acc 
their anceftors were Amorites and Hittites. , , 0unt 
2. When they firft began to multiply, their 'condition Was , 
ally very deplorable*, like that of a jriew-born child, which muft^T 
neceflity die from the womb'* if the knees prevent it not, J 00 jjj 
12. The children of Ifrael, when they b'egah to increafe uno*' 
people, and became confiderable^ were thrown out from the cou^ 
try that was intended for them, a famine drove, them thence V 
gypt -was the open field* into which they were caft * there they had 
no protection or countenance from the government they were un 
der, but, on the contrary, were ruled with rigour; and their lives 
imbitteired ; they had no encouragement given them to build \& 
their families, no help to build up their eftatfes, no friends or allies 
to ftrengthen their interefts 3 Jofeph^ that had been tne fhepherd 
and ftone of Ifrael^ was dead ; the king of Egypt, that fhould have 
been kind to them for Jofeph's fake, fet himfelf to dejiroy this man- 
child as foon as it was born* Rev. xii. 4; ordered all the males to 
be.flain. which, it is likely, occafioned the expofing of many as 
-well as Mofes, to which, perhaps, the fimilitude here has reference 
The founders of nations and cities had occafioh for all the arts and 
arms they, were matters of, fet their heads on work, by policies 
and ftratagems, to preferve and nurfe up their infant ftates \ fante 
molis erat Romana?n cornier e gent dn, Virg. But the nation of Ifra- 
el had no fuch care taken of it, no fuch pains taken with it as 
Athens, Sparta, Rome, and other commonwealths hadj when 
they were firft founded, but, on the contrary, was doomed tode- 
ftruftion, like an infant new-born, expofed to wind and weather- 
the navel-firing hot cut* the poor babe not wa/Jjed* . not clothed 
not fwaddled* becaufe not pitied* ver. 4, 5. Note, We owe the 
prelervation of our infant-lives to that natural pity and companion 
which the God of nature has put into the hearts of parents and 
nurfes towards new-born children. This infant is faid to be cafi 
out to the lothing of her perfon : It was a fign fhe was lothed by 
thofe that bare her, and fhe appeared lothfome to all that looked 
upon her. The Ifraelites were an abo?ninixtion to the Egyptians^ as 
we find, Gen. xliii. 32. xlvi. 34. 

Some think,- this refers to the corrupt and vicious difpofition of 
that people from their beginning : They were not only the weak- 
eft, and fewefl of all people* Deut. vii. 7. but the worft and moft 
ill-humoured of all people : God giveth thee this good land^ not fir 
thy right eoufnefs, for thou art a flijf-necked people* Deut. ix. 6. and 
Mofes tells them there, ver. 24. You have been rebellious ogainjl 
the Lord from the day that I knew you. They were not fuppled^ nor 
wajhed* nor fwaddled ; they were not at all ttaftable or manage- 
able, nor caft into any good fhape. God took them to be his peo- 
ple, not becaufe he faw any thing in them inviting or promiling^ 
but fo it feemed good in his fight. And it is a very apt illuftration 
of the miferable condition of all the children of men by nature : 
As for our nativity in the day that we were born* we were fhapen 
in iniquity, and conceived in fin, our underftandings darkned, our 
minds alienated from the life of God, polluted with fin* which 
rendered us lothfome in the eyes of God : Marvel not then that 
we are told we 7nujl be born again. 



8. 



6. ? And when I patted by thee, and faw thee pol-' 
luted in thine own blood, I laid unto thee when thou 
waft in thy blood, Live : yea, 1 faid unto thee ate 
thou waft in thy blood, Live. 7- I have caufed thee 
to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou haft in- 
creafed and waxen great, and thou art come to excel- 
lent ornaments : thy breafts are fafhioned, and thine 
hair is grown, whereas thou waft naked and bare. 
Now when I palled by thee, and looked upon thee* 
behold, thy time was the time of love, and I fpread 
my fkirt over thee, and covered thy nakednels : yea, 
I fware unto thee, and entred into a covenant with thee, 
faith the" LORD God, and thou becameft mine- 9- 
Then wafhed I thee with water : yea, I throifghly wafh- 
ed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee witn 
oil. 10. I clothed thee alfo with broidered work, and 
fhod thee with badgers fkin, and I girded thee about 
with fine linen, and I covered thee with filk. **• 
decked thee alfo with ornaments, and I put bracele j> 
upon thine hands, and a chain upon thy neck.^ 
And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and ear-ring* ^ 
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. ears> and a beautiful crown upon thine head. 13. 
^his waft thou decked with gold and filver, and thy 
' nent was of fine linen, and filk-, and broidered work 5 
Tou didft eat fine flour, . and honey, and oil : and thou 
. , * exceeding beautiful, and thou didft profper into a 
vfojxi. 14. And thy renown went forth among the 
heathen fo r thy beauty : for it was perfect through my 
cornelinefs which . I had put upon thee, faith the 
LORD God; 

Tn thefe verfes we have ari account of the great things which God. 
did for the Jewifh natioh, in railing them up by degrees to be very * 

Wmfiderable. 

x God faved them from the ruin they were upon' the brink of 

y Egypt, Vff: 6- When Jpajfed by thee, and faw thee polluted in 
\h\ne own bloody lothed and abandoned, and appointed to die, as 
Beep fa ^ e flwghter 9 then I /aid unto thee, Live. I defigned thee 
for We when thou waft doomed to deftru£tion, and refblved to rave 
thee from death. Thofe fhall live, to whom God commands life. 
God looked upon the world of mankind, as thus caft off, thus caft 
out thus polluted, thus weltering in blood, and his thoughts to- 
wards it vvere thoughts of good, defigning it life, and that ?nore 
'abundantly. By converting grace, he faith to the foul, Live. 

2. He looked upon them with kindnefs and a tender affeftion, 
not only pitied them, but fet his love upon them, which was unac- 
countable, for there was nothing lovely in them ; but / looked 
upon thee, ; and behold, thy time was the time of love, ver. 8. It 
was the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour that fent Chrift to re- 
deem us, that fends the Spirit to fan&ify us, that brought us out of 
iftate of nature into a flare of grace ; that was a time of love in- 
deed, diftinguifhing love, when God manifefted his love to us, and 
courted our love to him ! Then 'was I in his eyes as one that found 
favour, Cant. viii. 10. 

?, He took them under his protection : / fpread my skirt over 
the, to fhelter thee from wind and weather^ and to cover thy na- 
' kednefs, that the fhame of it might not appear. Boaz fpread his 
skirt over Ruthj in token of the fpecial favour lie defigned her, 
Ruth iii. 9. God took them into his care, as an eagle hears her 
young ones upon her wings, Deut. xxxii. it, 12. When God own- 
ed them for his people, and fent Mofes to Egypt to deliver them, 
which was an expreffion of the good-will of him that dwelt in the 
lufi, then he fpread his skirt over them. 

4. He cleared them from the reproachful character which their 
bondage in Egypt laid them under, ver. 9. Then wajhed I thee with 
water, to make thee clean, and anointed thee with oil, to make 
thee fweet, and fupple thee. All the difgrace of their flavery was 
rolled away, when they were brought, with a high hand, and a 
ftretched out arm, into the glorious liberty of the children of God ; 
when God faid, Ifrael is ??iy fat, ?ny firjl-born : Let my people go, 
that they may ferve ?ne : That word backed, as it was, with fo ma- 
ny works of wonder, throughly wajhed away their blood ; and when 
God led them under the convoy of the pillar of cloud and fire, he 
.fpread his skirt over them. 

5. He multiplied them, and built them up into a people. This 
is here mentioned, ver.. 7. before his fpreacling his skirt over them, 
becaufe their numbers increafed exceedingly, while they were yet 
bond-flaves in Egypt ; they multiplied as the bud of the field in 
fpring-time, they waxed great, exceeding mighty, Exod. i. 7, 20. 
their breajls were fajhioned, when they were formed into diftincSt 
tribes, and had officers of their own, Exod. v. 19. their hair grew 
when they grew numerous, whereas they had been naked and bare, 
VSry few, and therefore contemptible. 

6. He admitted them into covenant with himfelf. See what glo- 
rious, nuptials this poor forlorn infant is preferred to at laft ! how 
Ihe is dignified ! who at firft had fcarce her life given her for a prey. 
Ifware unto thee, and entred into covenant with thee ; this was done 
at mount Sinai, when the covenant between "God and Ifrael was 
fcaled and ratified, then thou becamejl mine : God called them his 
people, and himfelf the God of Ifrael. Note, Thofe to whom 
, God gives fpiritual life, he takes into covenant with himfelf; by 

that covenant they become. his, his fubjecb and fervants, that fpeaks 
their duty- his portion, his treafure, that fpeaks their privilege ; 

and it is confirmed with an oath, that we ?night have Jlrong confola- 
thn. 

• - 

7. He beautified and adorned them. This maid cannot forget 
her ornaments, and fhe is gratified with abundance of them, ver. 
10, 11, 12, 13. We need not be particular in the application of 
thefe, her wardrobe was well furnifhed with rich apparel, they had 
embroidered work to wear, (hoes of fine badgers skins, linen girdles, 
zndjilk veils, bracelets and necklaces, jeivels and ear-rings, and e- 
}' en a beautiful crozvn^ or Coronet ; perhaps, this may refer to the 
jewels and other rich goods which they took from the Egyptians, 
which might well be fpoken of thus long after as a merciful cir- 
cumftance of their deliverance, when it was fpoken of long before, 
**en, xv. 14. They Jh all come out with great fiibjlance. Or, it may 
he taken' figuratively for all thofe bleffings of heaven which adorn- 
ed both their church and ftate : In a little time they came to excel- 
*mt ornaments, ver. 7; The laws arid ordinances which God gave 
tnem, were to them as ornaments of grace to the head, and chains 



\ _ 

about the neck, Prov. i. 9. God's fanftuary, which he fets up a- 
mong them, was a beauiifulcrown upon their head-, it was the beau- 
tyofbdlmefs. ^ ^ 

o. He. fed them with abundance, with plenty, with dainty. 
Thou didjl eat fine flour, and honey, and oil, manna, angels food, 
honey out of ihe rock, oil "out of the .flinty 'reck : in fcjanaan they did 
eat bread to the full, the fineft of the wheat^ Deut. xxxii. 13'^ 
14, Thofe whom God takes into covenant with himfelf are fed with 
the bread of life, clothed with the robe of righ'teoufnefs, adorned 
with the graces and comforts of the Spirit, the hidden man of the 
heart is that zvhich is incorruptible. 

9. He gave them a great reputation among their neighbours', 
and made them confiderable ; acceptable to their friends and allies, 
and formidable to their adverfaries. Thsu didjl profper into a king- 
dom, ver. 13. which fpeaks both dignity and dominion ; and 
ver. 14. Thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty^ 
the nations about had their eye upon them and admired them for 
the excellent laws by. which they were governed, the privilege they 
had of accefs to God, Deut. iv. 7, 8. Solcnwi's wifdom, and 
Solomon's temple were very much the renow7i of that nation ; and 
if .we put all the privileges of the Jewijh church and kingdom 
together, we muft own, it was the mod accompli/Ijed beauty of all 
the nations of the earth ; the beauty of it was perfeel, you could 
not name the thing that would be the honour of a people, but it 
was to be found in Ifrael, in David's and Solo?no?i's time, when 
that kingdom v/as in its 'zenith ; piety, learning, wifdom, juftice^ 
victory, peace, wealth, and all fure to continue if they had kept 
clofe to God. It was perfeel, faith God, through my comelinefs 
which I had put upon thee, i. e. through the beauty of their holinefs^ 
as they were a people fet apart for God, and devoted to him, to be 
to him for a ?iame, and for a praife, and for a glory. This was 
it that put a luftre upon all their other honours, and was indeed 
the perfection- of their beauty. We may apply this fpiritually j 
fan£tified fouls are truly beautiful, they are fo in God's light, and 
they themfelves may take the comfort of it. But God muft have 
all the glory, for they were by nature deformed and polluted, and 
whatever comelinefs they have, it is that which God has put upon 
them, and beautified them with, and he will be well-pleafed with 
the work of his own hands. 
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1 5. 5 But thou didft truft in thine own beauty, and 
playedft the harlot becaufe of thy renown, and pour- 
edit out thy fornications on every one that pafTed by : 
his it was. 16. And of thy garments thou didft take* 
and deckedft thy 4 hign places with divers colours, and 
playedft the harlot thereupon : the like things fhall not 
come, neither fhall it be fo. 17. Thou haft alfo taken 
thy fair jewels of my gold and of my filver, which I 
had given thee, and madeft to thy felf images of men, 
and didft commit whoredom with them, iS. And 
tookeft thy broidered garments, and coveredft them : 
and thou haft let mine oil and mine incenfe before them; 
19. My meat alfo which I gave thee, fine flour, and 
oil, and honey wherewith I fed thee* .thou haft even 
fet it before them for a fweet favour : and thus it was; 
faith the LORD God. 20. Moreover, thou haft taken 
thy fons and thy daughters, whom thou haft born unto 
me, ^and thefe thou haft lacrificed unto them, to be de« 
voured : is this of thy whoredoms a fmall matter, 
That thou haft (lain my children, and delivered them 
to caufe them to pafs through the fire for them ? 22. 
And in all ■ thy abominations and thy whoredoms thou 
haft not remembred the days of thy youth, when thou 
waft naked and bare, and waft polluted in thy bloods 
2,3. And it came to pafs after all thy wickeduefs (wo, 
wo unto thee, faith the LORD God) 24. That 
thou haft alfo built unto thee an eminent place, and 
haft" made thee an high place in every ftreet. 2 5. Thou 
haft built thy high place at every head of the way; 
and haft made thy beauty to be abhorred, and halt 
opened thy feet to every one that pafTed by, and mul- 
tiplied thy whoredoms. 26. Thou haft alfo committed 
fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great 
of flefhj and haft increafed thy whoredoms, to provoke 
me to anger. 27. Behold therefore, I have ftretched 
out my hand over thee, and have diminifhed thine or- 
dinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of theria 
that hate thee, the daughters of the Philiftines which 
are aftiamed of thy lewd way; 28. Thou haft played 
the whore with the Affyrians, becaufe thou \Vaft unfa- 
tiable : yea, thou haft played the harlot with them, 
and yet couldeft not be fatisfied; 29; Thou haft more- 
over multiplied thy fornication in the -land of Canaan 
unto Chaldea* arid yet thou waft not iatisfie.l herewith. 

20. How, 
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30. How weak is thine heart, faith the LORD God, 
Teeing thou doft all thefe things, the work of an impe- 
rious svhorifh woman ? 31. In that thou buildeft thine 
eminent place in the head of every way, and makeft 
thine high place in every ftreet, and haft not been as an 
harlot (in that thou fcorneft hire.) 32. But as a wife 
that committed! adultery, which taketh ftrangers inftead 
of her husband. 33. They give gifts to all whores, but 
thou giveft thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hireft them 
that they may come unto thee on every lide for thy 
whoredom. 34* And the contrary is in thee from other 
women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee 
to commit whoredoms : and in that thou giveft 1 a reward, 
and no reward is given unto thee ^ therefore thou art con- 
trary. 

. In thefe verfes we have ail account of the great wickednels of 
the people of Ifrael,efpedally in worfhipping idols, ndtwithftanding 
the great favours that God had conferred upon them, by which, 
one would think, they fhould have been for ever engaged to him. 
This wickednels of theirs is here reprelented by the lewd and 
fcandalous conversation of that beautiful maid which was refcued 
from ruin, brought up and well provided for by a kind friend and 
benefactor, that had been in all refpc&s as a father, and a husband 
to her. I 

1. Their idolatry was the great provoking fin that they were 
guilty of ; it began in the latter end of Solomon's time (for from 
Samuel's till then I do not remember that we read any thing of it) 
and from thence continued more or lefs the crying fin of that na- 
tion till the captivity ; and though it now and then met with fome 
check from the reforming kings, yet it was never totally fup- 
prefled, and for the moft part appear'd to a high degree impudent 
and barefaced. They not only worfhipped the true God by 
images, as the ten tribes by the calves at Dan and Bethel, but 
they worfhipped falfe gods, Baal and Moloch, and all the fenfelefs 
rabble of the pagan deities. 

2. This is that which is here all along reprefented (as often 
clfewhere) under the fimilitudeof whoredom and adultery. 1. Be- 
came it is the violation of a marriage-covenant with God, for- 
faking him, and embracing the bofom of. a ftranger ; it is giving 
that affection and fervice to his rivals which are due to him alone. 
2. Becaufe it is the corrupting and defiling of the mind, and the 
enflaving of the fpiritual part of the man, and fubjedling it to the 
power and dominion of fenfe, as whoredom is. 3. Becaufe it 
debaucheth the confeience, fears and hardens it, and thofe who 
by their idolatries difhonour the divine narure, and change the 
truth of God into a lye, and his glory into lhame ; God juftly 
punifheth by giving them over to a reprobate mind to difhonour 
the human nature with vile affections, Rom. i. 23, It is 
a befotting, bewitching fin, and when men are given up to it they 
feldom recover themfelves out of the fnare. 4. Becaufe it is a 
fhameful, fcandalous fin, for thofe that have joined themfelves to 
the Lord, to join themfelves to an idol. Now obferve here, 

1. What were the caufes of this fin ; how came the people of 
God to be drawn away to the fervice of idols, how came a virgin 
fo well taught, fo well educated, to be debauched ? Who would 
have thought it ? But, 1. They grew proud, ver. 15. Thou 
triifledfl to thy beauty >, and didft expect that, that fhould make thee 
an intereft, and didft play the harlot becaufe of thy renotvn. 
They thought becaufe they were fo complimented and admired by 
their neighbours, that further to ingratiate themfelves with them, 
and return their compliments, they muft join with them in their 
worfhip, and conform themfelves to their ufages. Solomon ad- 
mitted idolatry to gratify his wives and their relations. Note, 
Abundance of young people are ruined by pride, and particularly 
pride in their beauty, Rara efl concordia forjiae atque pudicitics. 

2. They forgot their beginning, ver. 22. Thou hajl not remembred 
ihe days^ of thy youth, how poor, and mean, and defpicable thou 
waft, and what great things God did for thee, and what lafting 
obligations he laid upon thee thereby. Note, It would be an 
effectual check to our pride and fenfuality to confider what we 
are, and how much we are beholden to the free grace of God. 

3. They were weak, in underftanding and in refolution, ver. 30. 
How zveak is thy hearty feeing thou dofl all thefe things ? Note, 
The ftrength of mens lufts is an evidence of the weaknefs of their 
hearts ; they have no acquaintance with themfelves, nor govern- 
ment of themfelves. She is weak, and yet an imperious whorifh 
woman. Note, Thofe that are moft foolifh are commonly moft 
imperious, and think them/elves fit to manage others when they 
are far from being able to manage themfelves. 

2. What were the particulars of it. 
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(x.) They worfhipped all the idols that came in their way ; all 
that they were ever courted to the worfhip of ; they were at the 
beck of all their neighbours, ver. 15. Thou pouredfl out thy fornica- 
tions oil every one that paffcel by, his it was. They were ready to 
dofe with every temptation of this kind, though never fo abfurd. 
.No foreign idol fhould be imported, no new god invented, but 
they were ready to catch at it s as a common ftrumpet that pro- 



ftitutes herfelf to all comers, and ?mdtrpUes her zvhoredoms ver 
Thus fome common drunkards will be company forever ^ 
that puts up tile finger to them ; how weak are the hearf- 
fuch ! * ot 

(2.) They adorned their idol-temples, and groves, and hhh 
places with the fine rich clothing that God "had given the° ' 
ver. 16, 18. TIjou dec'iedfl thy high-places tuith divers cok • ' 
with the coats of divers colours^ like Jo feph's, which God b\ 
given them as particular marks of his/avour^ m and hafl played il )e 
harlot l 9 i. e. worfhipped idols thereupon ; of this he faith, Tbelik 
things Jhall not come, neither JJiall it be fo, i. e. This is a thiV 
by no means to be fuffered - 9 I v/ill never endure fuch practices ° 
thefe, without fhewing my refentments; 

(3. ) They made images for worfhip, of the jewels which God 
had given them, ver. 17. the jezuels of my gold and myfifoer wbicl 
I had given thee. Note, It is God tliat gives us our gold and 
fiver ; the products of trade, of art and iriduftry, are the »ift s 0 f 
God's providence to us, as well as the fruits of the earth. b And 
what God gives us the ufe of he ftill retains a. property in it j s 
my fiver and my gold, though I have given it thee. It is his ftill 
fo as that we ought to ferve and honour him with it, arid are 
countable to him for the difpofal of it; Every penny has God 
image upon it as well as Caefar's. W ould we make our /jl V£r 
and gold, our plate* money, jewels, the matter of our pride and 
contention, our covetoufnefs, and prodigality, if we duly confidered 
that it is God's fiver, and his gold ? The Ifraelites began betimes 
to turn their jewels into idols, when Aaron made the golden calf 
of their earrings. 

(4.) They ferved their idols with the good things which God 
gave them for their own ufe, and to ferve him with, ver. 18. %tn 
hafl fet mine oil and ?nine incenfe before theyn, upon their altars as 
perfumes to thefe dunghil deities ; ?ny meat, and fine flour and ml 
and that honey which Canaan flowed with, and wherewith I M 
thee, thou haft regaled them, and their hungry priefts with- 
haft made an offering of it to them, for a fzveet favour, to purify 
then), and procure acceptance with them : And thus it was, faith 
the Lord God ; it is too plain to be denied, too bad to be excufed. 
Thefe things thou hafl done. He that knows all things knows it. 
See how fond they were of their idols, that they would part with 
that which was given them for the neceftary fubfiftence.of them- 
felves and their families to honour them with ; which may fhame 
our niggardlinefs and ftrait-handednefs in the fervice of the true 
and living God. 

(5.) They had facrificed their children to their idols. This 
is. infilled upon here, and often elfewhere, as one of the worft 
inftances of their idolatry, as indeed there was none in which the 
devil triumphed fo much over the children of men, both their 
natural reafon, and their natural affection, as in this. &c Jer. vii, 
3 l.--xix. 5 .-- xxxii. 35. Thou hafl taken thy fons and thy daughters, 
and not only made them to pais through the fire, or between two 
fires, in token of their being dedicated to Moloch, but thou haft 
% fac7'ificed the?n to be devoured, ver. 20. Never was there fuch an 
inftance of the degenerating of the paternal authority into the moft 
barbarous tyranny as tin's was : Yet that was not the worft of it,- 
it was an irreparable wrong to God himfelf, who challenged a 
fpecial property in their children, more than in their gold and 
filver, and their meat, they are my children, ver. 21. the fins 
and daughters which thou hafl bom unto me, ver. 20. He is the 
Father of fpirits, and rational fouls are in a particular manner 
his, and therefore the taking away of life, human life unjuftly is 
a mighty affront to the God of life. But the children of Ifraelites 
were his by a further right, they were the children of the cove- 
nant-, born in God's houfe, he had faid to Abraham, I will be a 
God to thee and to thy feed ; they had the feal of the covenant in 
their flefh from eight days old, they were to bear God's name 
and keep up his church ; to murther them was in the higheft 
degree inhumane, but to murther them in honour of an idol was 
in the higheft degree impious. One cannot think of it withour the 
■utmoft indignation ; to fee the pitilefs hands of the parents 
fhedding the guiltlefs blood of their own children, and by of- 
fering thofe pieces of themfelves to the devil for dying facrifices, 
openly avowing the offering up of themfelves to him for living 
facrifices. How abfurd was this, that the children which were 
born to God fhould be facrificed to devils ! Note, The children 
of parents that are members of the vifible church are to be looked 
upon as born unto God, and his children ; as fuch and under that 
character wclire to love them, and pray for them, bring them up 
for him, and if he calls for them, chearfully part with them to 
him, for may he not do what be will with his own ? Upon this 
inftance of their idolatry, which indeed ought not to pafs without 
a particular brand, this remark is made, ver. 20. Is this of 
thy wborcdo?ns a fmall matter ? Which intimates, there were 
thofe that made a fmall matter of it, and turned it into a jcir* 
Note, There is no fin fo heinous, which men of profligate 
confeiences will not ?nake a mock at. But is whoredom, 1S 
fpiritual whoredom a fmall matter ? Is it a fmall mat^ -or 
to make their children brutes, and the devil their god i It W Jl 
be a great matter fliortly* 

(6.) They 
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X . rpfey built temples in honour of their idols, th 
^ - be invited to refort thither, and join with them in 



l^^hgjf Vdois. After all thy tuiciednefs of this kind commit- 
l^'P. r ivate, (for which, wj, raw thee, that comes in in a 
I ted m ^ nt j ie ^g 5 fpeaking thofe in a woful condition that are go- 
glad p^ r and giving; them warning; in time, if they would 
£;n(r on in tin, & p .__^ T • _ j ° r _i_ _r • 



°keit) thou haft at ]ength arrived to fuch a pitch of impu- 
;b utta as f 0 proclaim it ; Thou haft long had a whore's heart, 
'^Iw thou art come to have - **~-u~.a 

fal-boufe, fo the margin reads 

?W /;^t/? WtfA Aw « jWtftt? for one idol or other, 



thou art come to have a whore's forehead, and cannot 
^ z ^ z ^ m Thou haft built there an eminent place •, a 
^)-bo?ife> fo the margin reads it, and fuch their idol temples 



Th v did all they could to feduce and debauch others, and to 
7 % the contagion, by making the temptations to idolatry as 
f as poffibly they could ; and hereby the ring-leaders in ido- 
I did but. mate them/elves vile, and even thofe that had courted 
\ rn to it, finding themfelves outdone by them, began to be 
VVited with the abundance and violence of their idolatries, thou 
1(1 made thy beauty to be abhorred, even by thofe that had ad- 
ired it. The Jewifh nation by leaving their own God, and 
Totinff on the gods of the nations round about them, had made 
themfelves mean and defpicable in the eyes even of their heathen 
neighbours: much more was; their beauty abhorred by all that were 
wife and 2;ood , and had any concern for the honour of God and 
religion. "Note, Thofe fhame themfelves that bring a reproach 
on their profeffion. And juftly will that beauty, that excellency, 
at length be made the -object of others loathing, which men have 
jhadelhe matter of their own pride. 
2, What were the aggravations of this fin. 

1. They were fond of the idols of thofe nations- which had been 
their oppreflbrs and perfecutors. As, (i.) The Egyptians, they 
were a'peoplc notorious for idolatry, and for the moft fottifh fenfe- 
lefs idolatries 5 they had of old abufed them by their barbarous 
dealings, and of late by their treacherous dealings, were always 
eithe/cruel or falfe to them, and yet fo infatuated were they 
that they committed fornication with the Egyptians their neighbours, 
not only by joining with them in their idolatries, but entering in- 
to leagues and alliances with them, and depending upon them for 
help in their itraits, which was an adulterous departure from God, 
(2.) The Aflyrians, they had alfo been vexatious to Ifrael, and 
vet/te baft played the whore with them, ver. 28. tho* they lived 
at a greater diftance, yet thou haft entertained their idols, and 
their fuperftitious ufages ; and fo hajl multiplied thy fornications 
unto Cbaldea j haft borrowed images of gods, patterns of altars, 
rites of facrificing, and one foolery or other of that kind, from 
that remote country, that enemy's country, and haft imported 
them into the land of Canaan, enfranchifed and eftablifhed them 
there. Thus Mr George Herbert long fince foretold, or feared 
at leaft 

That Sein Jhall fwallow Tyber, and the Thames 
By letting in them both pollute her fir earns. 

2. They had been under the rebukes of providence for their 
fins, and yet they pcrfifted in them, ver. 27. / have Jlretched 
mt my hand over thee, to threaten and frighten thee, fo God did 
before he laid his hand upon them to ruin and deftroy them ; and 
that is his ufual method, to try to bring men to repentance firft 
by lefler judgments ; he did fo here. Before he brought fuch a 
famine upon them as broke the (raff of bread, he diminijhed 
their ordinary food, cut them fhorr, before he cut them off. 
When the overplus is abufed, it is juft with God to diminifh that 
which is for neceffity. Before he delivered them to the Chaldeans 
to be deftroyed, he delivered them to the daughters of thePhiliftines 
to be ridiculed, for their idolatries 5 for they hated them, and 
tho' they were idolaters themfelves, yet were afhamed of the 
lewd way of the Ifraelites, who were grown more profane in 
their idolatries than any of their neighbours ; who changed their 
God, whereas other nations did not change theirs, Jer. ii. 10, n. 
for this they were juftly chaftifed by the Philiftines. Or it may 
*fer to the inroads which the Philifti nes made upon the fouth of 
Judah in the reign of Ahaz, by which it was weakened and im- 
poverifhed, and which was the beginning of forrows to them, 
iChron. xxviii. 18, but they did not take warning by thofe 
judgments, and therefore were juftly abandoned to ruin at laft. 
^ote, In the account which impenitent finners (hall be called to, 
they will be told not only of the mercies for which they have 
ocen ungrateful, but of the afflictions under which they have 
been incorrigible, Amos iv. ir. 

3* They were infatiable in their fpiritual whoredom ; thou 
cmdejl not be fatisfied, ver. 28. and again, ver. 29. when they 
a d multiplied their idols, and fuperftitious ufages beyond meafure, 
) e t ftill they were enquiring after new gods, and new fafhions in 
^orihip. They that in fincerity join themfelves to the true God 
J?nd enough in him for their fatisfkafon ; and tho' they ftill de- 
l , re more of God, yet they never defire more than God ; but 
lc y that forfake this living fountain for broken cifterns will find 
^emfelves foon furfcited but never fatisfied ; have foon enough 

t«e gods they have, and are ftill inquiring after more. ' 
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4, They were at great expence upon their idolatry, and laid 
out a great deal of wealth in purchafing patterns of images and 
altars, and hiring priefts to attend upon, them from other coun- 
tries : Harlots generally had their hires, but this impudent adul- 
terefs, inftead of being hired to ferve idols, hired idols to protect 
her, and accept her homage. This is much infifted on, ver. 31, 
3 2 ? 3 3-» 34- I n this refpe€h the contrary is in thee from other 
women in thy whoredoms: Others are courted, but thou makeft 
court to thofe that do not follow thee ; art fond of making leagues 
and alliances with thofe heathen nations that defpife thee ; others 
have gifts given them, but thou giveft thy gifts, /. e. the gifts 
which God has gracioufly given thee, to thine idols ; herein like 
a wife that commits adultery, not for gain, as harlots do, but 
purely for the fin's fake. Note, Spiritual lufts, thofe of the 
mind, fuch as theirs after idols were, are oftentimes as ftrong 
and impetuous as any carnal lufts are. And it is a great aggra- 
vation of fin when men are their own tempters, and inftead of 
propofing to themfelves any worldly, ad vantage by it are at great 
expence upon it, fuch are tr anfgr effor s without caufe, Pfal.'xxv. 3. 
wicked tranfgreflbrs indeed. 

And now is not Jerufalem in all this made to know her abo- 
minations ? for what greater abominations could {he be guilty of 
than thefe ? Here we may fee with wonder and horror what 
the corrupt nature of men is when God leaves them to them- 
felves, yea tho' they have the greateft advantages to be better 
and do better. And the way of fm is down-hill. Nitimur in 
vet i turn. 



gather all thy 



35- ^[Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the 
LORD. 36. Thus faith the Lord GOD, Becaufe 
thy filthinefs was poured out, and thy nakednefs dis- 
covered through thy whoredoms with thy Jovers, and 
with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the 
blood of thy children, which thou didft give unto 
them ; 37. Behold therefore, I will 
lovers, with whom thou haft taken pleafure, and all 
them that thou haft loved, with all them that thou 
haft hated : I will even gather them round about 
againft thee, and will difcover thy nakednefs unto 
them, that they may fee all thy nakednefs. 38. And 
I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock, and 
fhed blood, are judged, and I will give thee blood 
in fury and jealoufy. 39. And I will alfo give thee 
into their hand, and they fhalt throw down thine 
eminent place, and fhall break down thy high places : 
they fhall ftrip thee alfo of thy cloches, and fhall 
take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare. 
40. They fliall alfo bring up a company againft thee, 
and they fhall ftone thee with ftones, and thruft thee 
through with their fwords. 41. And they fhall burn 
thine houfes with fire, and execute judgments upon 
thee in the fight of many women : and I will caufe 
thee to ceafe from playing the harlot, and thou alfo 
(halt give no hire any more. 42. So will I make 
my fury towards thee to reft, and my jealoufy fhall 
depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be 
no more angry. 43, Becaufe thou haft not remem- 
bred the days of thy youth, but haft fretted me in 
all thefe things-, behold therefore, I alfo will recom- 
penfe thy way upon thine head, faith the Lord 
GOD, and thou fhalt not commit this lewdnefs, 
above all thine abominations. 



Adultery was by the law of Mofes made a capital crime ; 
this notorious adulterefs, the criminal at the bar, being, in the 
foregoing verfes found guilty, here hath fentence pafTed upon her. 
It is ufhered in with folemnity, ver. 35. The prophet as the 
judge in God's name calls to her, O harlot, hear the word of 
the Lord. Our Saviour preached to harlots, for their converfion* 
to bring them into the Jcingdom of God, not as the prophet here 
to expel them out of it. Note, An apoflate church is a harlot ; 
Jerufalem is fo if fhe become idolatrous ; how is the faithful city 
beco?ne a harlot! Rome is fo reprefented in the Revelation, then 
when it is marked for ruin, as Jerufalem here, Rev. xvii. 1. 
Come, and I will Jhezv thee the judgments of the great whore. And 
thofe who will not hear the commanding word of the Lord and 
obey it, fhall be made to hear the condemning word of the 
Lord and fhall tremble at it. Let us attend while judgment is 
given. 

1. The crime is repeated and the articles of the charge fum- 
med up, ver. 36. and (as is ufual) aggravated, ver. 43. for 
when God fpeaks in wrath he will be juftified, and clear when 
he judgeth, clear when he is judged ; and finners when they are 
condemned fliall have their fins fo fet in order before them, that 

their mouth fhall be flopped, and they fhall not have a word to 
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ttbjea againft the equity of the fentenc*. The crimes which this 
harlot ftands convifled of, and is now to be condemned for, are, 
(r.) The violation of the two firft commandments of tt farl 
fable, by idolatry 1 which is here called her whoredoms 
lovers, fo fhe called them, Bof. il j*. becaufe fhe loved hem 
as if they had been indeed her Benefactors ; that .S .with nil the 
idols of her abominations, the abominable idols which fhe ferved 
and worfhippecL This was the fin which provoked God to jea- 
loufy (2.) The violation of the two firft commandments ot 
the fecond table, by the murder of their own innocent infants; 
the blood of thy children which thou didjl give unto them. It is ™ 
ftrange if thofe that have caft off God and his fear, 
through the ftrongeft and moft facred bonds of natural afteaton 

The fins are aggravated from the confideration, (i.J Ot the 
difhonour they had thereby done to themfelves ; hereby^//- 
ihinefs zvas poured out, i. e. The uncleannefs that was in thy 
heart was hereby difcovered, and brought to light, and thy 
kednefs was expofed to view, and thou thereby expofed 
tempt. God is difpleafed with his profeffing people for 
themfelves by their fins. (2.) Their bafe ingratitude is 
ao-oravation of their fins, Thou hajl not remembred the days of thy 
youth, and the kindnefs that was done thee then, when otherwife 
thou hadft perifhed, ver. 43- And > (3-) The vexation which 
their fins gave to God, whom they ought to have pleafed ; thou 
hajl fretted me in all thefe things, not only angred me, but griev- 
ed me ; it is a ftrange expreflion, and one would think enough 
to melt a heart of flone ; that the great God who cannot admit 
any uneafinefs is pleafed to fpeak of the fins and follies of his pro- 
feffing people as fretting to him, forty years long was I grieved zvith 
this generation. 

2. The fentence is pafTed. In general, I will judge thee as 
women that break zvedlock, and Jhed blood are judged, ver. 3 8, 
and thofe two crimes were punifhed with death, with an igno- 
minious death. Thou haft Jhed blood, and therefore I will give 
thee blood; thou haft broken wedlock, and therefore I will give it 
thee, not only in juftice but in jealoufy, not only as a righteous 
judge, but as an injured and incenfed husband, who will not fpare 
^in the day of vengeance, Prov. vi. 34/35- He will reco?npenfe 
their way upon their head, ver. 43. In all the judgments God 
executeth upon finners we muft fee their oivn way reco?npenfed upon 
their head ; they are dealt with not only as they deferved, but as 
they procured ; it is the end which their fin, as a way, had a di- 
rect tendency to. More particularly, 

(1.) This criminal muft be (as is ufually done with criminals) 
expofed to publick fhame, ver. 37. Malefactors are not executed 
privately, but are made a fpe&acle to the world ; care is here 
taken to bring fpe&ators together, all them that thou hajl loved, 
with zvhom thou haft taken pleafure, they fhall come to be wit- 
nefTes of the execution, that they may take warning, and pre- 
vent their own like ruin ; and thefe alfo zvhom thou hajl hated, 
who will infult over thee, and triumph in thy fall. Both ways 
the calamities of Jerufalem will be aggravated, that they will be 
the grief of her friends, and. the joy of her foes. Thefe fhall not 
only be gathered around her, but gathered againjl her; even thofe 
with whom fhe took unlawful pleafure, with whom fhe contract- 
ed unlawful leagues, the Egyptians and A/Tynans fhall now con- 
tribute to her ruin. As zvhen a man's zvays pleafe the Lord he 
?nakcth even his enemies to be at peace with him, fo when a man's 
ways difpleafe the Lord he maketh eren his friends to be at war 
with him ; and juftly makes thofe a fcourge and a plague to fin- 

and inftruments of their deftruclion, . who were their 
tempters, and with whom they were partakers in wickednefs. 
Thofe whom they have fufrered to ftrip them of their virtue 
fhall fee them ftripped; and perhaps help to ftrip them, of all 
their other ornaments ; to fee the nakednefs of the land will they 
come. It is added to the fame purpofe, ver. 41. / will execute 
judgments upon thee in the fight of many women, thou fhalt be 
jmade an example of, in terror em, that others may fee and fear, 
and do no more prefumptuoufly. 

(2.) The criminal is condemned to die, for her fins are fuch 
as death is the wages of, ver. 40. They Jhall bring up a company, 
i. e. a company fhall be brought up againft thee, and they Jhall 
Jlone thee with ft ones, and thrufl thee through zvith their Jworch, 
fo great a death, fo many deaths in one is this adulterefs adjudg- 
ed to. When the walls of Jerufalem were battered down with 
ftones fhot againft them, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem were 
put to the fword, then this fentence was executed in the letter 
of it. 

(3.) The eftate of the criminal is confifcated, and all that be- 
' longed to her deftroyed with her, ver. 39. They Jhall throw down 
thine eminent place, and, ver. 41. they Jliall burn thine houfes, 
as the habitations of ill women are deftroyed in deteftation of 
their lewdnefs. Their high places erected in honour of their 
idols, by which they thought to ingratiate themfelves' with their 
neighbours fhall be an offence to them, and even they fhall break 
them dozvn. It was long the complaint even in fome of the beft 
reigns of the kings of Judah, that the high places zvere not taken 
away, but now the army of the Chaldeans when they lay all 
wafte fhall break them down if iniquity be not taken away by 
the juftice of the nation, it fhall be taken away by the judgments 
of God upon the nation, . 

3 




ners 



(4.) Thus both the fin and the finners fhall be abolifli 
gether* and an end put to both. Thou Jhalt cedfe f rom *7 f 0 ** 
the harlot, i. e. there fhall be no remainders of idolatry ' & 
land, becaufe the inhabitants fhall Be wholly extirpated 1 * ^ 
they fhall 

Some that will not leave their fins Jive till their fins leave th^' 
When all that with which they honoured their idols i 
from them, they fhall not give hire aiiy more, ver. 4.1 



J s tsl 



Ken 



thou Jhalt not commit this lewdnefs of facrificing thy child 
which was a crime provoking above all thine abominations 
thy children fhall all be cut off by the fword, or czti-'Ja • 




done 



carried 

captivity, fo that thou fhalt have none to facrifice, ve?\ 4.7 r\ Q 
it may be meant of the reformation of thofe of them that of 
and furvive the punifhment, they fhall take warning, and fit 
do no more prefumptuoufly. The captivity in Babylon made I 
people of Ifrael to ceafe for ever fro?n playing the harlot, it effe^ 
ally cured them of their inclination to idolatry, and then all ft n 
be well, when this is the fruit, even the taking azvav offm y the 
ver. 42. my jealoufy foall depai't, I zvill be quiet, and no ' more an?^ 
When we begin to be at war zvith fin God will be at peace 
us-, for he continues the affliction no longer than till it has* ' 
its work. When fin departs God's jealoufy zvill foon depart] f or 
he is never jealous but when we give him juft caufe to be* lb 
Yet fome underftand this as a threatning of utter ruin, that Goj 
will make a full end, and the fire of his anger fhall burn as Ion* 
as there is any fuel for it. His fury Jhall reft upon them and ik? 
remove, compare this with that doom of unbelievers, J Q J m ijj' 
36. the wrath of God abideth on them. They fhall drink the 
dregs of the cup, and then God will be no more angry, f or | le 
is cafed of his adverfaries, Ifa. i. 24. is fatisfied in the abandon- 
ing of them, and therefore will be no ?nore angry, becaufe there 
are no more for his anger to faften upon. They h'dd fretted h\ m 
when judgment and mercy were contefting, but now be is quid] 
as he will be in the eternal damnation of finners ; wherein he will 
be glorified, and therefore he will be fatisfied. 
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44. ^[ Behold, every one that ufeth proverbs, fliall 
ufe this proverb againft thee, faying, As is the mo- 
ther, fo is her daughter. 45. Thou art thy mothers \ 
daughter, that lotheth her hufband and her children, 
and thou art the fifter of thy fitters, which iothed 
their hufibands and their children : 



a 32 



Hittite* and 



father 



your 

thine elder fifter is Samaria, 



an 
fhe 



your 

Amorite. 
and 



mother was 



46,- And 



that dwell at thy left hand : and thy younger 

Sodom and her 



her daughters 

fifter 



that dwelleth at 

47. 
done 
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thy right hand, ts 

haft thou not walked after 




after their abominations: 



daughters, 
ways, nor 

that were a. very little thing, thou waft 
more than they in all thy ways, 
faith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy 

her daughters, as thou 
thou and thy daughters. 49. Behold, 

fulnefs of bread, 

her 



done, fhe nor 



48. 

fifter 



their 
but as if 
corrupted 'i 
As I live, 
hath not 



haft done, 
this was the 



iniquity of thy fifter Sodom, pride, 
and abundance of idlenefs was in 



daughters, 
the Door and 



her and in 
neither did fhe ftrengthen the hand 



and 



poor 
committed 



needy. 50. 
abomination 



took them 



And they 
before me 



were haughty, 
therefore I 



away as I faw good. 51 
Samaria committed half of thy fins; but 
multiplied thine abominations more than 




Neither hath ^ 

haft 



haft 



juftified thy 
which thou haft done 



thou 
they, 



,nd 



fifters in all thine abominations 
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thy * 



52 

thine 



Thou alfo which 



judged thy fifters, bear 
fins that thou haft committed more 



own fhame for 



they : they are more righteous than thou 
thou confounded alfo, 



abominable than | 
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thou haft juftified thy fifters. 
bring again their 
and her 



bear thy fhame, 

When I 



yea, be 
in chat 
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irs. 53. wnen 1 
the captivity of Sodom | 



vity 
thou 



of thy 



captivity, 
daughters, and the captivity 

then will I brinv again the capti- ^ 



of Samaria 



and her daughters, 

captives in 
bear thine 
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confounded in all that 



the midft of them 
own fhame, and 
thou haft 



Thac^ 
be 



in 
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mayft 
chat thou I 
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done, 1 

art a comfort unto them. 55. When thy fifters, 
dom and her daughters, fhall return to their former | 
eftate, and Samaria and her daughters fhall return | 



to their former eftate, then 



fhall 



return to 
Sodom 
the day of 



fifter 



your 
was not 



mentioned 



thy pride 
was difcovered, as at 
the daughters of Syria, 
her, the daughters of 
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the time 



daughters 
thou and thy daughters | 

- For thy § 
mouth m 

wickednefs| 
oach of I 
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former eftate. 

by thy 
Before thy 

repr ... 
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the Philiftines, which defp^ 
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abominations, 



faith the 



round about. 58. Thou haft born 
and thine 
thus faith 
with thee as thou haft done : 
the oath in breaking the covenant; 



thee 
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thy lewd- 
LORD. 



For 



the Lord GOD, I will even 

which haft defpifed 
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The prophet here further fhews Jerufalerii her abbmina- 
< jjy comparing her with thofe places that had gone before 
fj° 'and fhewing that fhe was worfe than any of them ; and 
herefore fhould Jike them be utterly and irreparably ruined. 
We are all apt to judge of our felves by comparifon, and to 
• o-ine t j, a t we are fufficiently good, if we are but as good as 
f clTand fuch that were thought paflable; or that we are not 
eroufly had if we be no worfe than fuch and fuch, who 
t ho°bad were not of the worft. Now God by the prophet 
fhews Jerufalem, 

u That fhe was as bad as her mother, i. e. as the accurfed 
devoted Canaanites that were the poffefTors of this land be- 
fore her. They that ufe proverbs, as moft people do, fhall apply 
that proverb to Jerufalem, as is the mother, fo is her daughter, ver. 

, She is even mothers own child, the Jews are as like the 
Canaanites in temper and inclination as if they had been their own 
children. The character of the mother was, that fhe loathed her 
husband and her children, fhe had all the marks of an adulterefs", 
and that is the character of the daughter, fhe forfakes the guide of 
heryouth, and is barbarous to the children of her own bowels. 
When God brought Ifrael into Canaan he particularly warned 
them not to do according to the abominations of the men of that 
land, who went before the??i, for Which // had fpued them out, Lev. 
xviii. 27, 28. the monuments of whofe idolatry, with the remains 
of the idolaters themfelves would be a continual temptation to 
them; but they learned their way, and trod in their fteps, and 
were as well affected to the idols of Canaan as ever they were, PfaL ' 
cvi. 38. and thus in refpecl: of imitation it might truly be faid, that 
their mother was a Hittite, and their father an Amorite, ver. 45. 
for they refembled them more than Abraham and Sarah, 

2. That fee was worfe than her fitters Sodom and Samaria, 
that were adulterefles too, that loathed their ^husbands and their 
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children, that were weary of the gods of 
for introducing new gods, a~la-??iode, 
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their fathers, and were 
that came newly up, 
and new fafliions in religion, and were given to change. On 
this comparifon between Jerufalem and her fftcrs the prophet 
here cnlargeth, that he might either fhame them into repen- 
tance, or juftify God in their ruin. Obferve, 

1. Who Jerufalem's fitters were, ver, 45. Samaria and Sodom. 
Samaria is called the elder, or rather the greater, fitter, becaufe it 
was a much larger city and kingdom, richer and more conuder- 
abie, and more nearly allied to Ifrael ; if Jerufalem look north- 
ward this is partly on her left hand-, this city of Samaria, and 
the towns and villages that were as daughters to that mother city ; 
thefe had been lately deftroyed for their fpiritual tuhoredom ; Sodom 
and the adjacent towns and villages that were her daughters, 
dwelt at Jerufalem's right hand, and was her lejfer fifler ; lefs 
than Jerfualem ; lefs than Samaria, and thefe were of old deftroyed 
for their corporeal whoredom, Judej. 

z. Wherein Jerufalem's fins refembled her fitters, particularly 
Sodom's, ver. 49. This tuas the iniquity of Sodojji ; it is implied, 
and this is thine iniquity too, pride, fuhiefs of bread, and abun- 
dance of idlenefs ; their going after fl range flejh, which was Sodom's 
moft flagrant wickednefs, is not mentioned, becaufe notorioufly 
known: But thofe fins which did not look fo black, but opened 
thedoor and led the way to thefe more enormous crimes, and began 
to fill that meafure of her fins which was filled up at length by 
their unnatural filthinefs. Now thefe initiating fins were, 
(1.) Pride, in which the heart lifts up itfelf above and againft both 
God and man ; pride was the firft fin that turned angels into devils, 
2nd the garden of the Lord into a hell upon earth. It was the pride 
of the Sodomites that they defpifed righteous Lot, and would not 
bear to be reproved by him, and this ripened them for ruin. 
\ l ) Gluttony, here called fulnefs of bread. It was God's great 
Wcy that they had plenty, but their great fin that they abu fed it, 
glutted themfelves with it, eat to excefs, and drank to excefs, and 
jnade that the gratification of their lufts which was given them to 
be the fupport of their lives. (3.) Idlenefs, abundance of idlenefs, 
a dread of labour and a love of eafe. Their country was fruitful, 
an d the abundance they had they came eafily by, which was a 
^mptation to them to indulge themfelves in floth, which difpofed 
jjem to all that abominable filthinefs which kindled their flames. 
V otc > Idlenefs is an inlet to much fin ; the men of Sodom that 
^ er e idle were zvicked, and finners before 

J^en. xiii. 13, The ftandins: waters gather filth, and the fitting 
0lrd , ,s the fowler's mark. When David rofe from off his bed at 
Jung he faw Bathfheba— Qitceritur, Egijlheus quare fit faclus 
Jr r * } n P r °™ptu caufa ejl, deftdiofus erat. — (4.) Opprejfion, 
"her did fhe Jlrengthen the hands of the poor and needy ; probably 
^ implied, that fhe weakened their hands, and broke their arms, 
an J ever it was bad enough, that when fhe had fo much wealth, 
f £° n fcquently,power, and intereft, and leifure, fhe did nothing 
the fY^^ °^ t ^ e P oor ; ^ n P rov ^ ul S f° r whofe wants thofe that 



the Lord exceedingly, 



s are full of bread ^may employ their time well, they need 



not be fo abundantly idle, as top often they are. Thefe were the 
fins. of the Sodomites, and thefe were Jerusalem's fins ; their pride 9 
the caufe of their fins, is mentioned again, ver. 50. they tvere 
haughty ; with the horrid effects of their fins, their abominath?is 
which they co?n?,iittcd before God. Men arrive gradually to the 
height of impiety and wickednefs ; nemo repente fit turpijfimus* 
But where pride has got the afcendant in a man he is in the high 
road to all abominations. 

3. How much the fins of Jerufalem exceeded thofe of Sodom and 
Samaria; were more heinous in the fight of God^ either in them- 
felves, or by reafon of feveral aggravations. Thou hajl not only 
walked after their ways, and trod in their fteps, but haft quite out- 
done them in wickednefs, ver. 47. Thou thoughteft it a very Utile 
thing to do as theyvdid ; didft laugh at them as fneaking £\m\Qrs y 
and filly ones, thou wouldeft be more cunning, more daring in 
wickednefs; wouldeft triumph more boldly over thy convictions* 
and bid more open defiance to God and religion ; if a man wil 
break, let him break {qx font e thing \ thus thou wafl corrupted ?nore 
than they in all thy ways. Jerufalem was more polite and therefore 
finned with more wit, more art, and ingenuity, than Sodom and 
Samaria could. Jerufalem had more wealth and power, and its 
government was more abfolute and arbitrary, and therefore had the 
more opportunity of oppreffing the poor, and fhedding malignant 
influences around her than Sodom and Samaria had. Jerufalem had 
the temple and the ark, and the priefthood, and kings of thehoufe 
of David, and therefore the wickednefs of that holy city, that 
was fo dignified, So near, fo dear to God, was more provoking to 
him than the wickednefs of Sodom and Samaria, that had not Jeru- 
falem's privileges and means of grace. Sodom has not done as thou 
baft done, ver. 48. This agrees with what Chrift faith, Matth. xi. 
24. It fhall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judg- 
ment than for thee. The kingdom of the ten tribes had been very 
wicked, and yet Samaria has not committed half of thy fins, ver. 51. 
has not worfhipped half fo many idols, nor flain half fo many 
prophets. It was bad enough that they of Jerufalem were guilty 
of Sodom's fins, Sodomy itfelf not excepted, 1 Kings xiv. 24. 
z Kings xxiii. 7. And tho' the Dead fea, theftanding monument 
of Sodom's fin and ruin bordered upon their country, Numb, xxxiv. 
1 2. and that fulphureous lake was always under their nofe, God 
having taken away Sodom and her daughters in fuch way and manner 
as he faw good, as he faith here, ver. 50. fo as one thing fhould 
effectually make their overthrow an enfample to thofe that after fhould 
live ungodly, 2 Pet. ii. 6. yet they did not take warning, but mul- 
tiplied their abominations more than they; and, (1.) By this they 
juflified Sodom and Samaria, ver. 51. They pretended in their 
haughtinefs and fupercilioufnefs to judge them, and in the days of 
old when they retained their integrity they did judge them, ver. 52. 
But now they jnfilify them comparatively, Sodom and Sa?naria are 
more righteous than thou, i. e. lefs wicked ; it will look like fome 
extenuation of their fins, that as bad as they were Jerufalem was 
worfe, tho' it was God's own city : Not that it will ferve for a 
plea to juftify Sodom, but to condemn Jerufalem, againft which 
Sodom and Samaria will rife up in judgment. (2.) For this they 
ought themfelves to be greatly afhamcd ; thou who haft judged thy 
fifler s, and cried out fhame on them, now bear thine own Jhame 9 
for thy fins which thou haft committed, which tho' of the fame kind 
with theirs, yet being committed by thee are more abominable than 
theirs, ver. 52. This may be taken either as foretelling their 
ruin, thou fhalt bear thy fhame, or as inviting them to repentance, 
be thou confounded, and bear thy foame: take the fhame to thyfelf 
that is due to thee; and then it may be hoped finners will forfake 
their fins, when they begin to be heartily afhamed of them. And 
therefore they fhall go into captivity, and there they fhall lie that 
they may be confounded in all that they have done*, becaufe they had 
been a comfort and encouragement to Sodom and Samaria, ver. 54. 
Note, There is nothing in fin which we have more reafon to be 
afhamed of than this, that by our fin we have encouraged others in 
fin, and comforted them in that for which they muft he. grieved, or 
they are undone. Another reafon why they muft now be afnamed 
is, becaufe in the day of their profperity they had looked with fo 
much difdain upon their neighbours ; thy fifler Sodom tuas not ?ncn- 
tioned by thee in the day of thy pride, ver. 56. they thought Sodom 
not worthy to be named the fame day with Jerufalem, little dream- 
ing that Jerufalem would at length lie under a worfe and more 
fcandalous character than Sodom herfelf. Thofe that are high 
may perhaps come to ftand upon a level with thofe they contemn : 
Or, Sodom was not mentioned, i. e. the warning deligned to-be 
given to thee by Sodom's ruin was not regarded. If the Jews had 
but talked more frequently and ferioufly to one another, and to their 
children concerning the zvrath of God revealed from heaven againft 
Sodom's ungodlinefs and unrightcoufnefs, it might have kept them in 
awe, and prevented their treading in their fteps; but they kept the 
thought of it at a diftance, would not bear the mention of it ; and 
(as the ancients fay) put Ifaiah to death for putting them in mind 
of it, when he called them rulers of Sodo?n, and people of Go?mrrah, 
Ifa. i. 10. Note, Thofe are but preparing judgments fo? them- 
felves that will not take notice of God's judgments upon others. 

4. What defolations God had brought and was bringing upon 
Jerufalem, for thefe wicked nefles wherein they had exceeded 
Sodom and Samaria. (1.) She hath already long ago been dif- 

graced, and fallen into contempt among her neighbours, ver. 57. 
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jBefore her wickednefs was iif covered i before fhe came to be fo 
grofsly and openly flagitious, yet ihe bore the juft punifhrrient of 
her fecret arid rhdre concealed lewdnefs, when fhe fell under the 
reproach of the da lighters of Syria, of the Phi lift hies, who were faid 
to defpife her, and be afha7ned of her, ver. 27^ and of all that 
were round about her, which feerris to refer to the defcent made 
upon Judah by the Syrians in the days of Ahaz, and foon after 
another by the Philiftines, 2. Chron. xxviii. 5, i S. Note, Thofe 
that difgrace themfelves by yielding to their lufts will juftly be 
brought into difgrace by being made to yield to their enemies : 
and it is obfervable, that before God brought potent enemies 
upon them for their deftruclion he brought enemies upon them that 
•were lefs formidable for thlir reproach ; and if lefTer judgments 
would do the work God would not fend greater. In this thou 
haft bom thy lezvdnefs, ver. 58. Thofe that will not caft off 
their fins by repentance a ; rid reformation, fhall be made to bear 
their fins to their corifufion. (2.) She is now in captivity, or 
haftning into cdptivity, and therein is reckoned with, not only 
for her lezvdnefs, ver. 58. but for her perfidioufnefs and covenant- 
breaking, ver. 59. / will deal with thee as thou haft done, i. e. 
I will forfake thee as thou haft forfaken me, and caft thee off 
as thou haft caft me off, for thou haft dcfpifed the oath, in break- 
ing the covenant, which feems to be meant of the covenant God 
made with their fathers at mount Sinai, whereby he took them 
and theirs to be a peculiar people to himfelf > they flattered them- 
felves with a conceit, that becaufe God had hitherto continued 
his favour to them notwithstanding their provocations, 
do fo ft ill : no, faith God, you have broken covenant 



he would 
with me, 
the obli- 



thou hajl 
their God, 



have defpifed both the promifes of the covenant, and 
gations of it, and therefore I will deal zuith thee as 
done. Note, Thofe that will not adhere to God as 
have no reafon to expect that he fhould continue to own them 
as his people. (3.) The captivity of the wicked Jev/s and their 
ruin, fhall be as irrevocable as that of Sodom and Samaria. 
In this fenfe, as a threatning, moft interpreters take, ver. 53, 55. 
When I flail bring again the captivity of Sodom and Samaria, and 
when they fhall return to their fonncr eflatc, then 1 zuill bring 
again the captivity of thy captives in the inidft of them, and as it 
were for their fakes, and under their fhadow and protection, be- 
caufe they are more righteous than thou, and then thou /halt return 
to tfy former eft ate. But Sodom and Samaria were never brought 
back, nor ever returned to their former eftatc, and therefore let 
riot Jerufalem expecT: it, i. e. thofe who now remained there, 
•whom God would deliver to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth for their hurt, Jer. xxiv. 9, 10. fooncr fhall the So- 
domites arife out of the fait fea, and the Samaritans return out 
of the land of AiTyria than they enjoy their peace and profpe- 
ritv again ; for to their fhame be it fpoken, it is a cc?nfort to 
thofe of the ten tribes who are difperfed and in captivity, to 
fee thofe of the two tribes who had been as bad or worfe than 
they in like manner difperfed and in captivity 5 and therefore 
they fhall live and die, fhall ftand and fall together; the bad 
ones of both fhall perifh together, the good ones of both fhall 
return together. Note, Thofe who do as the worft of finners 
do, muft expect to fare as they fare ~, Let mine enemy be as the 

wicked. 



60. % Neverthelefs, I will remember my covenant 
with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will efta- 

everlafting covenant. 61. Then 



blifti 

thou 
thou 



unto thee an 
fhaln remember 
fhalt 



thy 

receive thy 
and I will 



ways, 
fillers, 
them 



and be afhamed, when 
thine elder and thy 
unto thee for daugh- 
62. And I will efta- 
and thou fhalt know 



younger : ana i will give 
ters, but not by thy covenant, 
blifh my covenant with thee, 
that I am the LORD: 63. That thou mayeft 
remember and be confounded, and never open thy 

any more becaufe of thy fhame, when I 
pacified toward thee for all that thou haft done, 
the Lord GOD. 



mouth 



am 
faith 



^ Here in the clofe of the chapter, after a moft fhameful con- 
viction of fin, and a moft dreadful denunciation of judgments, 
mercy is remembred, mercy is referved for thofe that fhall come 
after, as was when God fware in his wrath concerning thofe 
-who came out of Egypt, that they fhould not enter into Canaan, 
yet (faith God) your little ones fhaJ! 1 fo here. And fome think 
that what is faid of the return of Sodom and Samaria, {ver. 53, 
55.) and of Jerufalem with them is a promife, and it may be un- 
derftood fo, if by Sodom we undcrftand (as Grotius, and fome 
of the Jewifh writers do) the Moabites and Ammonites, the 
pofterity of Lot who once dwelt in Sodom ; their captivity was 
returned, Jer. xlviii. 47. — xlix. 6. as was that of many of the 
ten tribes, and Judah's with them. But thefe clofing verfe3 are 
-without doubt a precious promife, which was in part fulfilled 
at the return of the penitent and reformed Jews out of Babylon, 
but was to have its full accomplifhment in. go (pel- times, and in 
that repentance and rcmijfion of ftns which fhould then be preached 

,3 



with fuccefs to all notions, beginning at Jerufalem. 
ferve here, 
1. From 



No 



i whence this mercy fhould rake rife; from God J' ' 
felf, and his reme?nbring his covenant with 'thern, ver. 65 
thelefs tho' they had been fo provoking, arid God has*K 
..provoking, to that degree that one would think thev^ ^ 
never be reconciled again, yet / will re?nember my C0U ^ 

thee, that covenant which I made with thee in the 

e m y* of tfy 

the cove- 



never be reconciled again, yet I will remember my covenant 
thee, that covenant which I made with thee in the dan ^ 
youth, arid will revive it again. Tho' thou haft broken tht 
nant, ver. 59. I will reme??iber it, and it fhall flourifh again g 



how much it is our comfort and advantage that God is ple^fed 
deal with us in a covenant way, for thus the mercies of it l ° 
to be fure mercies, and everlajling, Ifa, W. 3. and while' 00 *^ 



root ftands firm in the ground, there is hope of the tree, thrill* 
cut down, that through the fcent of water it bud again, M\r ? 
not find that they put him in mind of the covenant, but ex ° 
motu he remembers it, as he had promifed, Lev. xxvi. 42 77™ 
will I remember my covenant, and will re?ne?nber the land U 
that bids us to be ever mindful of the covenant, no doubt -"H 
himfelf be ever mindful of it^ the word which be commanded 
(and what he commands ftands faff: for ever) to a tboufand sen 
rations. 

2. How they fhould be prepared and qualified for this merer 
ver. 61. Thou /halt remejnber thy ways, thine evil ways, God 
will put thee in mind of them, will fet thefn in order befor 
thee, that thou mayeft be aflamed of them. Note, God's ^ood 
work in us commenceth and keepeth pace with his good-wilf to- 
wards us. When he remembers his covenant for us, that he 
may not remember our fins againjl us, he puts us upon remem- 
bring our fins againjl our felves. And if we will but be brought 
to re?nember our ways, how crooked and per verfe they have been 
and how we have zvalked contrary to God in them, we cannot but 
be afhamed ; and when we are fo, we are beft prepared to re- 
ceive the honour and comfort of a fealed pardon, and fettled 
peace. 

3. What the mercy is that God -has in referve for them. 
(1.) He will take them into covenant with himfelf, ver. 60. / 
will ejlablijh unto thee an everlajling covenant ; arid again, ver. 62. 
I will eftablifl, re-eftablifh, and eftablifh more firmly than ever* 
my covenant zuith thee. Note, It is an unfpeakable comfort to 
all true penitents that the covenant of grace is fo well ordered 
in x aII things, that every tranfgreflion in the covenant doth not 
throw us out of covenant, for that is inviolable. (2.) He will 
bring the Gentiles into church-communion with them, ver. 61, 
Thou flalt receive thy Jijlers, the Gentile nations that are round 
about thee, thine elder and thy younger, greater than thou art, 
and lefier, ancient nations and modern, and / will give them unto 
thee for daughters, i. e. they fhould be founded, nurfed, taught, 
and educated by that gofpel, that zvord of the Lord, which fhall 
go forth from Zion, and from Jerufalem ; fo that all the neigh* 
bours fhall call Jerufalem mother, while the church continues 
there, and fhall acknowledge the Jerufalem which is from above, 
and which is free to be the mother of us all, Gal. iv. 26. They 
fhall be thy daughters, but not by thy covenant, i. e. not by the 
covenant of peculiarity, not as being profelytes to the Jewifti re- 
ligion, and fubjects to the yoke of the ceremonial law, but as 
being converts with thee to the Chriftian religion. Or, not hy 
thy covenant, i. e. not upon fuch terms as thou fhalt think fit to 
impofe upon them as conquered nations, as captives and homa- 



gers, to whom thou mayeft give law at pleafure, fueh a dominion 
as that the carnal Jews hope to have over the nations; no, (hey 
fhall be thy daughters by my covenant, the covenant of grace 
made with thee and them in confort ; as an indenture tripartite : 
I will be a father, a common father, both to Jews and Gentiles, 
and fo they fhall become lifters to one another. And when thou 
fhalt receive them, thou fhalt be afba?ned of thine ozun evil fvays 9 
wherein thou waft conformed to them. Thou fhalt blufli to 
look a Gentile in the face, remembring how much worfe than 
the Gentiles thou waft in the day of thine apoftafy. 
4. What the fruit and efFecT: of this will be. 

1. God will hereby be glorified, ver. 62. Thou fhalt know that I 
a?n the Lord. It fhall hereby be known that the God of Ifrael is 
Jehovah, a God of power, and faithful to his covenant; and 
thou fhalt know it, who haft hitherto lived as if thou didft not 
know or believe it. It had had often been faid in wrath, Te 
fhall know that 1 am the Lord, fhall know it to your coft ; ner e 
it is faid in mercy, ye fhall know it to your comfort ; and it 
is one of the moft precious promifes of the new covenant whicn 
God has made with us, That all flail know him from the leajttt 

the greatejl. 

2. They fhall hereby be more humbled,^ and abafed for fcn, 
ver. 63. That thou mayeft be the more confounded at the t* m % 
bra nee of all that thou haft done amifs, mayeft reproach ™y 
for it, and call thy felf a thoufand times unwife, « ndutl Jj 
ungrateful, and unlike what thou waft, and mayeft never op 
thy mouth any more in contradiction to God, reflection- on * > 
or complaints of him, but mayeft be for ever filent and u 
miffive becaufe of thy fhame. Note, Thofe that rightly f»J 
their fins will be truly afhamed of them ; and thofe tna ^ 
truly afhamed of their fins will fee great reafon to be 
under their afHi&ions 5 to be dumb and not open their m 
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Chap- XVII 



XVII 




^ft what God doth. But that which is nioft obfervable is, 



that 



II this be when I am pacified towards thee* faith 

*God. Note, It is the gracious ingenuity of true penitents, 
l cr£i , clearer evidences and the fuller inftances they have of 

that ,/ kpinP- reconciled to them, the more grieved and aftiamed 
Gods De"'5_ u,,. ^ff"^«^i rs«,i ;« T~r..„ r-u.rn- 



* 

whofe covenant he brake* ^« with him, in the midft 
of Babylon he /hall die. 17. Neither fhall Pharaoh 
with his mighty army and great company * make for 
him in the war by calling up mounts, and building 



ST^h.veo&AS.-r "SIT i.*feOrift f™ » .« «f many perfons. ,8. Seeing .he defpi- 



towards us ; he is our peace, and it is by his crofs that 
' e reconciled, and in his gofpel that God is reconciling the 
Vt iTto hinifelf 5 now l ' ie confederation of this fhould be power- 
melt our hearts into a godly forrow for fin. This is re- 



fa! to n j ?ecau ^ e fj ?e kingdom of heaven is at hand. 



The prodigal. 



l* Btlf ? na d received the kifs, which affured him that his father 

was afhamed and confounded, and fa id, 

ven and before thee. And the 
our frame for fin is increafed by the fenfe of pardoning 

m ° re <r the more will our comfort in God be increafed. 

jnercy? 



v - he had received tiic mm, wj 
2tfC *jf/V?^ towards him, was aflian 
p^/L 1 have finned ' againji hea% 



CHAP. XVII, 



#// foregoing cnapzer,^ recaomng wito we people of 

'I'tdabi and bringing ruin tip on than for their treachery in break- 
n* covenant with him 5 in this chapter he is reckoning with the 
IwS ofjudah for his treachery in breaking covenant with the 
king of Babylon, for when God came to contend with them he 
found many grounds of his controversy The thing was now in 
doing, Zedekiah was pratlifing with the king of Egypt under- 
hand for afftjlance in a treacherous project he had formed to Jhake 
ef the yoke of the king of Babylon, and violate the homage and 
nalty he bad fworn to him. For this God by the prophet here, 
(1.) Threatens the ruin of him and his kingdom, by a parable of 
two eagles and a vine, ver. 1 — 10. And the r addition of that 
pr able, vcr. 11- — 21. But in the clofe, (2.) He promifeth here- 
after to raife the royal family of Judah again, the houfe of 
David, in the Mejfiah and his kingdom, ver. 22 



24- 



-A 



N D the word of the LORD caimsunto me, 



faying, 



Son 
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fay, 
with 
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a parable 
Thus faith 



forth 



of man, put 
unto the houfe 
the Lord 



a riddle, 
of Ifrael ; 



great 

which had 

1 



eagle 
thers, 

banon, and 
4. He cropt 
carried it into a 
of merchants. 



GOD, 

wings, Jong-winged, full 



divers 



the 



tOOX 

off the 



higheft 



colours, came 
branch of 



A great 

of fea- 
Le- 



unto 

cedar 



the 



top 
Jand of 
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of his young 
traffick ; he 
took alfo of 



twigs, 
fet it 



and 



the 



in a 
feed of 



city 

the land, 

it by great waters, and fet it as a willow-tree. 

and became a fpreading vine of low ftature, 

and the 



and planted it in a fruitful field, he placed 

m ~ *" 6. And 



it grew, 

whofe branches turned toward him, 
thereof were under him : fo 



forth branches, 

alfo another 



brought 

7. There was 

wings, and many feathers 
bend her roots toward 
branches toward him, 
furrows of her plantation. 

good 



it 
and 



became 
ihoc 



a vine, 
forth 



roots 
and 



fprigs. 



great 



great eagle with 
and behold, this vine did 

and (hoc forth her 



him, 



foil by 



that he might water it by the 

8. Ic was planted in a 
that it might bring forth 

that ic misht 



great waters, 
branches, arid that it might bear fruit, 
be a goodJy vine, 9. Say thou, Thus faith the Lord 
GOD, Shall it profper ? fhall he not pull up the roots 
thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that ic wither ? 
k fhall wither in all thy leaves of her fpring, even 



without' great power, 
by the roots thereof, 
flail it profper ? 
eaft-wirid 



or many people to pluck ic up 
10. Yea behold, being planted, 
it not utterly wither, when the 
toucheth it ? it fhall wither in the fur- 



fhall 



rows where 



it grew. 



11. Moreover, the word of the 



LORD came unto me, faying, 12. Say now to the 
rebellious houfe, Know ye not what thefe things mean ? 
fell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is 
Jerufaleni, and hath taken the king thereof, 
P^ces thereof, and led them with him 
*3« And hath taken of the 



feed, 



come to 
and the 
to Babylon ; 
and made a 



14 
not 



life ic 



ftand. 



kings 

^ovenanc with him, and hath taken an oath of him ; 
he hath alfo taken the mighty of the land : 14. That 
m : kingdom might be bale, chat it might 
c " up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might 

15. But he rebelled againft him in fending his 
jtobafiadors into Egypt, that they might give 
Wea and much people : fhall he profper ? fhall 
**pe that doth fuch things ? or fhall he break the 
pnant, and be delivered ? 16. As \ live, faith the 

O D, furely in the place where the king dwel- 

and 

0. * 



him 
he 



I kb that 



No. Jv 



made him king, whofe oath he defpifed, 

viii, 



fed the oath, by breaking the covenant (when lo, he 
'"had given his hand) and hath done all thefe things^ he 
fhall not efcape. 19. Therefore thus faith the Lord 
GOD, As I live, furely mine oath that he hath de- 
fpifed, and my covenant that he hath broken, even 
ic will I recompenfe upon his own head. 20. And 
I will fpread my net upon him, and he fliall be taken 
in my fnare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will 
plead with him there for his trefpafs that he hath tref- 

And all his fugitives with all 

nd they that re- 
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pafled againft me, 
his bands fhall fall by the fword, 
main fhall be fcattered towards all winds : and ye fhall 
know that I the LORD have fpoken it. 

We muft take all thefe verfes together that we may have 
the parable and the reddition of it at one view before us, becaufe 
they will illuftrate one another. 

1. The prophet is appointed to put forth a riddle to the houfe 
of Ifrael, ver. 2. not to puzzle them, as Sampfon's riddle was 
put forth to the Philiftines, not to hide the mind of God from, 
them in obfeurity, or to leave them in uncertainty about it, one 
advancing one conjecture and another another, as is ufual in ex- 
pounding riddles ; no, he is prefently to tell them the meaning 
of it ; Let him that fpeaks in an unknown tongue pray that he 
may interpret, 1 Cor. xiv. 13. But he muft deliver this me/Tage 
in a riddle or parable that they might take the more notice of it, 
might be the more affected with it themfelves, and might the 
better remember it, and tell it to others. For thefe reafons God 
often ufed fimilitudes by his fervants the prophets, and Chriffc 
himfelf opened his mouth in parables* Riddles and parables are ufed 
for an amufement to our felves, and an entertainment to our 
friends, the prophet muft make ufe of thefe to fee if in this drefs 
the things of God might find acceptance, and infmuate them- 
felves into the minds of a carelefs people. Note, Minifters fhould 
ftudy to find out acceptable words, and try various methods to do 
good ; and as far as they have reafon to think will be for edifi- 
cation, {hould both bring that which is familiar into their preach- 
ing, and their preaching too into their familiar difcouife; that 
there may not be fo vaft a di/fimilitude as with fome there is 
between which they fay in the pulpit, and what they fay 
out. 

2. He is appointed to expound this riddle to the rebellious houfe 9 
ver. 12. tho' being rebellious they might juftly have been left in 
ignorance, to fee, and hear, and not perceive, yet the thing 
fhall be explained to them. Know ye not what thefe things mean? 
they that knew the ftory, and what was now in agitation, might 
make a flirewd guefs at the meaning of this riddle, but that they 
might be left xvithout excufe, he is to give it them in plain terms> 
ftripped of the metaphor. But the aenigma was firft propounded 
for them to ftudy on a while, and to fend to their friends at 
Jerufalem, that they might enquire after and expec-t the folution 
of it fome time after. 

Let us now fee what the matter of this meflage is : 
i. Nebuchadnezzar had fome time ago carried ofF Jehoia- 
chin, the fame that was called Jeconiah, when he was but 
eighteen 'years ' of age, and had reigned in Jerufalem but three 
months, him and his princes and great men, and had brought 
them captives to Babylon, 2 Kings xxiv. 12. This in the parable 
is reprefented by an eagle's cropping the top and tender branch 
of a cedar, and carrying it into a land of traffick, a city of 
merchants, ver. 3, 4. which is explained, ver. 12. The king of 
Babylon took the king of Jerufalem, who was no more able ta 
refift him than a young twig of a tree is to contend with the 
flrongeft bird of prey, that eafily crops it off, perhaps towards 
the making of her nefl. Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel's vifion is 
a lion, the king of beafts, Dan. vii. 4. there he has eagles wings y 
fo fwift were his motions, fo fpeedy were his conquefts. Here 
in this parable he is an eagle, the king of birds 5 a great eagle* 
that lives upon fpoil and rapine, whofe young ones fuck up bloody 
Job xxxix. 30. His dominion extends itfclf far and wide, like 
the great and long wings of an eagle 5 the people are numerous, 
for it is full of feathers ; the court fplendid, for^ it has divers 
colours, which look like embroidering, as the word is. Jerufalem 
is Lebanon, a foreft of houfes, and very pleafant ; the royal 
family is the cedar, Jehoiachin is the top branch, the top of the 
young twigs, which he crops off ; Babylon is the land of traffick 
and city of merchants where it is fet. And the king of Judah, 
being of the houfe of David, will think himfelf much degraded 
and difgraced to be lodged among tradefmen, but he muft make 
the beft of it. 

2. When he carried him. to Babylon he made his uncle Zede- 

His name was Mattaniah, the 



kiah king in his room, ver. 5, 6. 
gift of the. Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar changed into Zedekiah, 
the jn/lice of the Lord ^ to mijid him to be juft like the God he 

24. 1 ' «BW 




called his? for fear of his juftice. This was one of the feed of the 
land, a native, not a foreigner* not one of his Babylonian princes ; 
he was planted in a fruitful field? for fo Jerufalem as yet was; 
he placed it by- great waters? where it would be likely to grow, 
like a willow-tree? which grows quick, and grows beft in moift 
. ground, but is never defigned or expected to be a ftately tree. 
Ho fet it With care and circumfpedion ; fo fome read it ; he wifely 
provided, that it might grow, but that it might not grow too 
big. tie took' of the king's feed? fo it is explained, ver. 13. 
^ arid made a covenant with him? that he ftiould have the 
kingdom, arid enjoy the regal power and dignity, provided he 
lield it as his vaflal, dependent on him, and accountable to 
him. He took an oath of him? made him fwear allegiance 
to him, fwear by his own God, the God of Ifrael, that 
he would be a faithful tributary to him, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. 
He alfo took away the mighty of the land? the chief of the men 
of war, partly as hoftages for the performance of the covenant, 
and partly that the land being thereby weakened the king might 
be the lefs able, and therefore the lefs in temptation to break 
his league. What he defigned we are told, ver. 14-. That the 
kingdoin might be bafe? in refpeft both of honour and ftrength, 
might neither be a rival with its powerful neighbours, nor a 
terror to its feeble ones as it had been, that it might not lift up 
itfelf to vie with the kingdom of Babylon, or to bear down any 
of the petty ftates that were in fubje&ion to it. But yet he de- 
figned that by keeping of this covenant it might fland? and continue 
a kingdom. Hereby the pride and ambition of that haughty 
potentate would be gratified, who aimed to be like the mo/? High? 
Ifa. xiv. 14. to have all about him fubjeci to him. Now fee 
here, (1.) How fad a change fin made with the royal family of 
Judah ; time was when all the nations about were tributaries to 
that, now that has not only loft its dominion over other nations, 
but is it felf become a tributary. How is the gold become dim ! 
Nations by fin fell their liberty, and princes their dignity, and 
profane their crotvns by cafling them to the ground. (2.) How 
wifely Zedekiah did for himfelf in accepting thefe terms, tho* 
they were di {honourable, when necefiity brought him to it. 
A man may live very comfortably, and contentedly, tho' he 
cannot bear a part, and make a figure as formerly. . A kingdom 
may ftand firm and fafe tho' it do not Hand fo high as it hath 
fometirries done, and fo may a family. 

3. Zedekiah while he continued faithful to the king of Ba- 
bylon did very well, and if he would but have reformed his 
kingdom, and returned to God and his duty, he had done 
better, and by that means might foon have recovered his former 
dignity, ver. 6. This plant grew, and tho' it was fet as a willow- 
tree? and little account was made of it, yet it became a Jpread- 
ing vine of low flature? a great bleffing to his own country, 
and his fruits maki?tg glad their hearts ; and it is better be a 
fpreading vine of low ftature than a lofty cedar of no ufe. Ne- 
buchadnezzar was pleafed, for the branches turned towards him? 
and refted on him as the vine on the wall, and he had his fhare 
of the fruits of this vine ; The roots thereof too were under him? 
and at his difpofe. The Jews had reafon to be pleafed, for they 
fat under their own vine, which brought forth branches? and /hot 
forth /prigs? and looked pleafant and promifing. See how gradu- 
ally the judgments of God came upon this provoking people ; 
how God gave them refpite, and fo gave them fpace to repent. 
He made their kingdojn bafe? to try if that would humble them, 
before he rhade it no kingdom 5 yet left it eafy for them, to try 
if that would win upon them to return to him, that the troubles 
threatned might be prevented. 

4. Zedekiah knew not when he was well, but grew impa- 
tient of the difgrace of being a tributary to the king of Babylon, 
and to get clear of it cntred into a private league with the 
king of Egypt. He had no reafon to complain that the king of 
Babylon put any new hardfhips upon him, or improved his ad- 
vantages againft him, that he opprefTed or impoverished his 
country, for as he had faid before, ver. 6. to aggravate his 
treachery he {hews again, ver. 8. what a fair way he was in to 
be confiderable 5 He zoas planted 
his family was likely enough^ to 
to be filled in a little time, fo 



from him. 



This is expounded, ver. 15. Zedekiah rebelled 
the king of Babylon in fending his ambafjadors into £ , a S a inft 
they might give him horfes and much people? to enabP^l- ^ at 
contend with the king of .Babylon. c — - - e Mm 



made with the people of God f God promifed 



See what a change ZV« 
promifed they LuU T 
numerous people, as the fand of the fea, yet now ift-i * a 
had occafion for much people he muft fend to Eoypt f ^ ; 
they being for fin ?ninijhed and brought low? Pfaircvii ^ ^ e,n > I 
alfo the folly of fretful difcontented fpirits, that ruin i?' ^ I 



by ftriving to mend themfelves? whereas fhey might T 
and happy enough if they would but make the led V*' 



af y, ! 



which is. 



5. God here threatens Zedekiah with the utter defiruA' 
him and his kingdom, and his difpleafure againft hitn '°fr°^ 
that doom upon him, for his treacherous revolt from th j • 
of Babylon. This is reprefented in the parable, ver 0 e * 

*9« by 



in a good foil by great waters? 
be built up, and his exchequer 
that if he had dealt faithfully, 

he might have been a goodly vine. But there was another great 
eagle that he had an affection for, and put a confidence in, and 
that was the king of Egypt* ver. 7. Thofe two great potentates 
the kings of Babylon and Egypt were but two great eagles, birds 
of prey. This great eagle of Egypt is faid to have great wings? 
but not to be long winged as the king of Babylon, becaufe tho' 
the kingdom of Egypt was ftrong, yet it was not of fuch a vaft 
extent as that of Babylon was. The great eagle is faid to have 
?nany feathers? much wealth, and many foldiers, which he de- 
pended upon as a fubftantial defence, but really were no more 
than as many feathers. Zedekiah promifing himfelf liberty made 
himfelf a vafTal to the king of Egypt, foolifhly expedling eafe by 
changing his mafter. Now, this vine did fecretly and under-hand 
bend her roots towards the king of Egypt, that great eagle, and 
after a while did openly fooot forth her. branches towards him? give 
him an intimation how much fhe coveted an alliance with him, 
that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation? whereas 

it was planted by great 'waters and did not. need any affiftance 
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9, 




fare well ? nay, 
fhall he break 



the 



in 



of it would be. 



to the 



long, 




re they beo-in • 

autumn to wither of themfelves ; the project fhall be blaff \ ^ 
fhall utterly wither? the affairs of this perfidious prince I* 
ruined paft retrieve; as a vine when the eajl-zvind Wafts' 
that it fhall be fit for nothing but the fire, as we had it "'V 0 
parable, chap. xv. 4. it fhall wither even in the furrows job \ 
grew? tho' they were never fo well watered. It fhall be dejT"* 
ed without great power or niany people to pluck it up, for what ^ 
is there of railing the militia to pluck up a vine? Note C 
can bring great things to pafs without ado ; he needs not* 
power and many people to effe<5i his purpofes, a handful will f ^ 
if he pleafeth. He can without any difficulty ruin a finful k" ! 
and kingdom, and make no more of it than we do of rooting 
a tree that cumbers the ground, . ° U P 

In the reddition of the parable the fentence is very largely - 
corded-? pall he profper ? ver. 15. can he expeft to do 111' U \ 

fhall he that doth fuch wicked things r f c l% * 
covenant and be delivered from° that veii 
geance which is the juft punifhment of his treachery ? Jf 0 c ■ 
he expe£l to do ill and not fuffer ill I Let him hear hisdoo' 

1. It is ratified by the oath of God, ver. 16. As llm faith 
the Lord God? he Jhall die for it. This intimates how highly God 
refented the crime, and how fure and fevere the punilhment 

God fzuears in his wrath? as he did, Pfai X cv. 
it. Note, As God's promifes are confirmed with an oath for 
comfort to the faints, fo are his threatnings for terror 
wicked. As fure as God lives and is hnppy^ I may add, and as 

fo fure, fo long, fhall impenitent finners die, and be mi- 
ferable. 

2. It is juftified by the heinoufnefs of the crime he had been 
guilty of. (1,) He had been very imgrateful to his benefafior; 
who had made him king and undertook to prote£i him; had 
made him a prince? when he might as eafily have made him a 
prifoner. Note, It is a fin againft God to be unkind to our 
friends, and to lift up the heel againft thofe that have helped 
to raife us. (2.) He had been very falfe to him whom he had 
covenanted with ; this is moftly infirted on. He defpifed the § 
oath? when his confidence or fvicnds minded him of it he made 
ajefl of it, put on a daring refolution, and broke it? ver. 15, 16, 
1 3, 19. He broke through it, and took a pride in making no- 
thing of it, as a great tyrant in our own day, whofe maxim 
(they fay) it is, That princes ought ?wt to be flaves to their ward, 
any further than is for their interejl. That which aggravates 
Zedekiah's perfidioufnefs was, that the oath by which he had 
bound himfelf to the king of Babylon, was, (1.) A jhfawi 
oath ; an emphafis is laid upon this, ver. 18. When? lo? he had 
given his hand? as a confederate with the king of Babylon, not 
only as his fubjeSi but as his friend-? the joining of hands being 
a token of the joining of hearts. (2.) A facrcd oath. God 
faith, ver. 19. it is mine oath that he has defpifed, and my cm- 
na?it that he hath broken. In every folemn oath God is appealed 
to as a witnefs of the fincerity of him that fwears, and ! invo- 
cated as a judge and revenger of his treachery if he n6w fwear 
falfely, or at any time hereafter break his oath. But the oath 
of allegiance to a prince is particularly called the oath of Get!, 
Eccl. viii. 2. as if that had fometbins; in it more facred than 

7 

another oath ? for princes are miniflers of God to us for gs'A 
Rom. xiii. 4. Now Zedekiah's breaking this oath and covenant 
is the fin which God will recompenfe upon his ozvu head^ ver. 19* 
the irefpafs which he hath trefpaffed againfl God? for which God 
will plead vjitb him? ver. 20. Note, Perjury is a heinous fin, 
and highly provoking to the God of heaven. It would not ferve 
for an excufe, (1.) That he who took this oath was a king^ a 
king of the houfe of David, v/hofe liberty and dignity might 
fure fet him above the obligation of oaths ; no, tho 1 king* arc g 
gods to us they are men to God, and not exempt from • w | 
law and judgment. The prince is doubtlefs as firmly bound | 
before God to the people by his coronation oath, as the people 
to the prince by the oath of allegiance. (2.) Nor that this oatli | 
was fworn to the king of Babylon, a heathen prince, W*}* g 
than a heretick, with whom the church of Rome faith, l * 
to be kept ; no, tho' Nebuchadnezzar was a worfhipper of e | 

when one 01 



1 



is 



gods, yet the true God will avenge his quarrel 
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his league with him 



for truth is a 



and if the profeflbrs of the true re- 





* - W St, . 

i& bt °f lj J° oer fidioufly with thofe of a falfe religion, their pro- 
^lig ion -n be fo far from- excufing, much lefs juftifying 
[feffion ^ a g graVatcs their fin, and God will the more 
I them, ^i- verejy punifh it, becaufe- by it they give occafion to 

I furelv ana . f J the Lord to blafpheme, as that Mahometan 
| tj . c enemies ^ ^ Chriftians broke t 

prince, wn ^ ^ ^ Chr ^ ians p (3.) Nor would' it 

cried out, j ^ ^ oath was ex£or£ec j • f rom by a con- 

the covenant was made upon a valuable confederation. 



7 

their league with him, 



??jef M his life and crown upon this condition, that he fnould be 

ft!f nnd b-ar true allegiance to the king- of Babylon, 
I faithrul a» u w - - • • • • - - - 



I if be enjoy 
do n° c 



benefit of his bargain, it is very unjuft 



the 

obferve the 



and 
if 



itfpifed 



" inch 



terms. Let him know then, that 
id broken the covenant, he Jhall not 
mpt and violation of fuch an oath,. 

of how much 
_ break 

had given their hand upon it, 
tread under foot the blood of 
Betwixt the covenants there 



a covenant as this would be fo punifhed, 
IZr punifhment (hall they be thought worthy who 
1 tenant with God, when lo they 
^ would be faithful; who 
^covenant™ an unholy thing ? 

^ It is particularized in divers inftances, wherein the punijh- 
8 t is made to anfwer the fin. (1.) He had rebelled againft the 
gf? 0 f Babylon, and the king of Babylon fhould be his ejfcclual 
I ^ r(?r . j n the place where that king dwells whofe covenant he 
WS e even *» the ™4ft c f Babylon he flail die, ver. 1 6. 

^He thinks to get out of his hands, but he fhall fall more than be- 
into bis hands ; God himfelf will now take part with the 
of Babylon again ft him 5 / zvill fprcad my net upon him, 
God has a net for thofe that deal perfidioufly and think 
his righteous judgments, in which they fhall be taken 
that would not be held by the bond of an oath and 
Zedekiah dreaded Babylon, thither I will bring him, 



ping 
i ver. 20. 
■\ to cfcape 
Hd held, 



ifaith Q 0( j 5 a nd plead with him there. • Men will juftly be forced 
that' calamity which they endeavour by fin to flee from. 
%) He had relied upon the king of Egypt, and the king of Egypt 
^fhould be his ineffectual helper. Pharaoh with his mighty army 
|m not make for him in the war, ver. 17. fhall do him no fer- 
ivice nor <nve any check to the progrefs of the Chaldean forces ; 
he fhall not affift him in the Jiege, by cajling up mounts and 
Molding forts, nor in battle by cutting off many perfons. Note, 
Every creature is that to us that God makes it to be ; and he 
commonly weakens and withers that arm of flejh which we 
|truft in, and ftay our felves upon. Now was again fulfilled 
Iwhat was fpoken on a former like occafion, Ifa. xxx. 7. The 
\l$tians Jhall help in vain. They did fo, for though upon the 
lapproach of the Egyptian army the Chaldeans withdrew from 
f the fiege of Jerufalem, upon their retreat they returned to it 
I again and took it. It fhould feem the Egyptians were not hearty, 
Ihad ftrength enough but no good-will to help Zedekiah. Note, 
'Thofe who deal treacheroufly with thofe that put a confidence in 
them, will juftly be dealt treacheroufly with by thofe they put 
|a confidence in. Yet, the Egyptians were not the only ftates 
Zedekiah frayed himfelf upon 5 he had bands of his own to 
pand by him ; but thofe bands, though we may fuppofe they 
fvere veteran troops, and the beft fbldiers his kingdom afforded, 
lyetthey fhall become "fugitives* fhall quit their pofts and make 
Ithe beft of their way, and fhall fall by the fword of the enemy ; 
Ji)d the remains of them Jhall be fcaitered, ver. 2 1 . This was 
^fulfilled when the city zvas broken up, and all the men of war fed, 
JJer. lii. 7. Then ye Jhall know that I the Lord have fpoken it. 
|Note, Sooner or later God's word will prove it felf ; and thofe 
gwho will not believe fhall find by experience the reality and 
I weight of it. 



22. ^ Thus faith the Lord 

:;of the 



GOD, I will alfo take 



1 



higheft branch of the high cedar, and will fee 
will croo off from the* too of his 



crop ott rrom tne top 
|a tender one, and will plane it upon 
pain and eminent. 22. In the mountain of the height 



young twigs 
an high moun- 



I Dlant it 



fof Ifrael will 
poughs, and 
pid under it ihall 
l tae fliadow of the branches 



and 



it 

bear fruit, and be a 
dwell all fowl of 



fhall bring forth 



|H. And all the trees of the 
pheLORD have brought down the 
palted the low tree, have dried up 
jN have made the dry tree to flourifh : 
r ve Spoken, and have done it. 



goodly cedar : 

wing, in 
dwell. 
1 



every 
thereof fhall they 
field fhall know that 



high 
the 



tree, have 



green tree, 

I the LORD 



lli en ^ e r °y a l family of Judah was brought to defolation by 
?l Ca P tivit y of Jehoiachim and Zedekiah, it might be asked, 
t) ^ iS n ° W ^ ecome °f the covenant of royalty made with 
jjj lv, j*> Aat his- children Jhoidd fit upon his throne for evermore ? 
%* to Jure mercies of David prove thus unfure ! To which it is 



Pcisnt for 
pmife 



prove tnus unfit 
the filencing of the objectors to anfwer, that the 

Was conditional^ if they mil hep my covenant then 



f * 





they fhall continue, PfaL exxxii. iz, But David's pofterity 
broke the condition, and fo forfeited the promife* But the 
unbelief of jnan fhall not invalidate the promife of God. He 
will find out another feed of David, in which it fhall be ao* 
complifhed ; and that is promifed in thefe verfes. 
1. The houfe of David fhall as;ain 

fhall arife. 



be magnified*, and out of 
1 H he metaphor of a tree 
is here prefented in 
had its accomplifh-* 
of the houfe of Da- 



their return out of 
and re-eftablifh 



gave 



its afhes another phcenix 
which was made ufe of in the threatning 
the promife, ver. 22, 23. This promife 
ment in part when Zerubbabel, a branch 
, vid, was raifed up to head the Jews in 
\ captivity, and to rebuild the city and temple, 
' their church and ftate ; but it was to have its full accomplifh*- 
: ment in the kingdom of the Meffiah, who was a root out of 
; a dry ground, and to whom. God, according to promife, 
the throne of his father David, Luke i. 32. % 

1. God himfelf undertakes the reviving and reftoring of the 
houfe of David. Nebuchadnezzar was the great eagle that had 
attempted the re-eftablifhing of the houfe of David, in a de- 
pendence upon him, ver. 5. But the attempt mifcarried ; his 
plantation withered, and was plucked up, Well, faith God, 
the next fhall be of my planting, I will alfo take of the higheft 
branch of the high cedar, a?id I will fet it. Note, As men 
have their defigns, God alfo hath his defigns ; but his will 
profper when theirs are blafted. Nebuchadnezzar prided him- 
felf in fetting up kingdoms at his pleafure, Dan. v. 19, 
But thofe kingdoms foon had an end, whereas the God of 
heaven fets up a kingdo?n that Jhall never be dejlroyed, Dan^ 
ii. 44. 

z. The houfe of David is revived in a tender one cropped 
from the top of his yozmg twigs ; Zerubbabel was fo, what was 
in him that was hopeful was but the day of fmall things, Zech* 
iv. 1 o. yet before him great mountains were made plain. Out 
Lord Jefus was the highefi branch of the high cedar, the fur* 
thejl of all from the root, for foon after he appeared the houfe 
of David was all cut off and extinguifhed, but the nearefl 
of all to heaven, for his kingdom was not of this world. 
He was taken from the top of the young twigs, for he is the ?nan$ 
the branch, a tender plant, and a root out of a dry ground, Ifa tt 
liii. 2. But a branch of righteoufnefs, the planting of the Lords, 
that he may be glorified. 

3. This branch is planted in a high mountain, ver. 22. In 
the ?nountai?z of the height of Ifrael, ver. 23. thither he brought 
Zerubbabel in triumph, there he railed up his fon Jefus, fent 
him to gather the loji foeep of the houfe of Ifrael that were 
fcaitered upon 'the mountains ; fet him his king upon his holy 
hill of Zion > fent forth the gofpel from mount Zion, the word of 
the Lord from Jerufalem, there in the height of Ifrael, a nation 
which all its neighbours had an eye upon as confpicuous and 
illuflrious 9 was the Chriftian church firft planted ; the churches 
of Judea were the moft primitive churches. The unbelieving 
Jews did what they could to prevent its being planted there, but 
who can pluck up what God will plant ? 

4. From thence it fpreads far and wide* The Jewifh flate, 
though it began very low in ZerubbabeFs time, was fet as a 
tender branch which might eafily be plucked up, yet took root, 
fpread ftrangely, and after fome time became very confiderable j 
thofe of other nations, fowl of every wing, put themfelves under 
the protection of it. The Chriftian church was at firft like a 
grain of muftard-feed, but became like this tender branch here, 
a great tree ; its beginning fmall, but its latter end increafing 
to admiration. When the Gentiles flocked into the church, 
then did r the fowl of every zuing (even the birds of prey, which 
thofe preyed upon, as the wolf and the lamb feeding together, 
IJa. xi. 6.) come and dwell under the Jliadoiv of this goodly cedar,. 
Sec Dan. iv. 21. 



2. God himfelf will herein be glorified, ver. 24. 
ting up of the MefKah's kingdom in the world, fhall difcover more 
clearly than ever to the children of men that God is the King of 
all the earthy Pfal. xlvii. 7. Never was there a more full con- 
viction given of this truth, that all things are governed by an 
infinitely wife and mighty providence than that which was given- 
by the exaltation of Chrift, and the eftablifhment of his king- 
dom among men 5 for by that it appeared that God has all 
hearts in his hand, and the fovereign difpofal of all affairs. J!l 
the trees of the field Jhall know, (1.) That the tree which God 
will have to be brought doivn and dried up fhall be fo, though 
it be never fo high and ftately, never fo green and flourifh- 

Neither honour nor wealth, neither external advance- 
ments nor internal endowments will fecure men from humbling 
withering providences. (2.) That the trees which God will 
have to be exalted, and to fiourijh fhall fo be, fhall fo do, 
though never fo loiu, and never fo dry. The houfe of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, that now makes fo great a figure, fhall be extir- 
pated 5 and the houfe of David, that now makes fo mean a 
figure, fhall become famous again ; and the Jewifh nation, that 
is now defpicable, fnall be confiderable. The kingdom of Satan, 
that has born fo long, fo large, a fway, fhall be broken, and 
the kingdom of Chrift, that was looked upon with contempt, 
fhall be>eftablifhed. The Jews that in refpeel: of church-pri- 
vileges had been high and green fhall be thrown out, and the 

Gentiles that had been low and dry treea ihall be taken in 

their 
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their room, I/a. Ihr. i. All the enemies of Chnft flail be 
abafed, and made his. foot-ftool, and his interefts lhall be 
confirmed and advanced. I the Lord have fpoken, it is the 
decree, the declared decree, that Chrift muft be exalted, mult 
be the head-ftone of the corner j and / have done it, i. e. 1 
will do it, in due time, but it is as lure to be done as if it were 
done already. With men.faying and doing are two things, but 
they are not fo with God. What he hath fpoken we may be 
fure he will do, nor lhall one iota or tittle of his word fell 
to the ground, for he is not a man that he Jhould lie, or the Jon 
of man that lie Jhould repent, either of his threatnings or of his 
promifes. 



CHAP. XVIII. 



Perhaps in the reading of fame of the chapters foregoing, we may 
have been tempted to think our felves not much concerned in 
them, {though they alfo were written for our learning) but this 
chapter at firjl view appears highly and nearly to concern us all 
very highly, very nearly ;- for without particular reference to 
Judah %nd Jcrufalem; it lays down the rule of judgment accord- 
ing to which God will deal with the children of men in determin- 
ing them to their everlajling flate ; and it agrees with that very 
ancient rule laid down, Gen. iv. 7. If thou doft well fhalt 
thou not be accepted ? but, if not, fin, the punijhment of 

. fm, lies at the door. Here is, (1.) The corrupt proverb ufed 
by the profane Jews, zvhich gave occafion to this ?neffage here 
fenf them, and made it necefary for the juflifying of God in 
his dealings with them, ver/ 1—3. (2.) The reply given to 
this proverb, in which God afferts in general his own fove- 
retgnty and jujiice, ver. 4. Wo to the wicked it Jhall be ill 
with them, ver. 4, 20. Bat fay to the righteous, it Jhall be 
zvell with them, ver. 5 — 9. In particular^ as to the cafe com- 
plained of, he affures us, (r.) That it Jhall be ill with a wick- 
ed man though he had a good father, ver. 10 — 13.. (*.) That 
it Jhall be well with a good man though he had a wicked father, 
ver> | 4 — iS\ And therefore in this God is righteous, ver. 19, 
20. (3.) That it Jhall be well with penitents, though they be- 
gan never fo ill, ver. 21 — 23. and again, ver, 27, 28. (4.) 
That it fnall be ill with apojlates, though they began never fo 
zvell, ver. 24, 26. And the ufe of all this is, (1.) To jujiify 
God, and clear the equity of all his proceedings, ver. 25, 29. 
(2.) To engage and encourage us to repent of our fins and turn 
to God, ver. 30 — 32. And thefe are things which belong to 
our everlajling peace, O that we may under/land and regard 
. them before they be laid from our eyes I 



Lord 



GOD, ye 



the fon is mine 



i.rpHE word of the LORD came unto me a- 

gain, faying, 2. What mean ye, that ye ufe 
this proverb concerning the land of Ifrael, faying, 
The fathers have eaten fowre grapes, and the chil- 
drens teeth are fet on edge ? 3. uis I live, faith the 

fhall not have occafion any more 
to ufe this proverb in Ifrael. 4. Behold, all fouls are 
mine, as the foul of the father, fo alfo the foul of 

the foul that finneth, it lhall die. 
5. % But if a man be juft, and do that which is 
lawful and right, 6. And hath not eaten upon the 
mountains, neither hath lift up his eyes to the i ' 
the houfe of Ifrael, neither hath defiled his 
bour's wife, neither hath come near to a menftruous 
woman, 7. And hath not oppreffed any, but hath 
reftored to the debtor his pledge, hath fpoiled none 
by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and 
hath covered the naked with a garment, 8. He that 
hath not given forth upon upon ufury, neither hath 
taken any increafe, that hath withdrawn his hand from 
iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man 
and man, 9. Hath walked in my ftatutes, and hath 
kept my judgments to deal truly ; he is juft, he fhall 
iurely live, faith the Lord G O D. 



neigh- 



Evil manners, we fay, beget good laws ; and in like manner 
fometimes unjuft reflections occafion juft vindications 5 evil pro- 
verbs beget good prophecies. Here is, 

1 . An evil proverb commonly ufed by the Jews in their cap- 
tivity. We had one before, chap. xii. 22. and a reply to it, 
here we have another 5 that fets God's juftice at defiance, The 
days are prolonged, and every vifson faileth. The threatnings 
are d jejl. This chargeth him with injuftice, as if the judg- 
ments executed were a wrong ; you ufe this proverb concern- 
ing the land of Ifrael, now it is laid wafte by the judgments 
of God, faying, The fathers have eaten fowre grapes, and the 
childrens teeth are fet on edge, i. e. we are punifhed for the 

fins of our anceftors, which is as great, an abfurdity in the 

1 



divine regimen^ as if the children fhould have their t 

ftupified by the fathers eating fowre p-rat,** , f et 
' - " natural caufes y '* * % ^ 

only themfelves fhall fuffer by # 



on . edge, or 0 ^ 

as in the order of natural caufes y it men eat or dri C 
thing amifs r they only themfelves fhall fuffer by if ^ 
(1.) It muft be owned that there was fome occafioji * W 
for this- proverb. God had often faid that he would 'f lVtri 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, efpecially the t ^ 
idolatry, intending thereby to exprefs the evil of f ln% 7 1 , °^ 
fin, his deteftarion of it, and juft indignation againft j t ' 
the heavy punifhments he would- bring upon idolaters' 
that parents might be reftrained from fin by their 
to their children, 

their reverence for their parents. He had 

his prophets, that in 



Manafleh^ 
nation as 
judgments 
law, that 



and 
and 

and that children might not"b7 drfwn^ 
fin by their reverence for their parents. He had Jifcewif t0 
ten declared, by his prophets, that in bringing the 
ruin upon Judah and Jerufalem he had an eye to the g 
■\A^m.u an d other preceding , kings for looking upoiwjf 

a body politick, and punifhing them with natio 1 
for national fins* and admitting the maxim in 
a corporation never dies, reckoning with them °^ 
for the iniquities of former ages, was but like making; a ^ 

when he is old, to pojfejs the iniquities, of his youth, Job xiii 

And there is no unrighteoufnefs with God in .doino- f 0 "t?* 
(2.) They intended it as a reflection upon God, and an ' 
peachment of his equity,, in his proceedings againft them. TlT" 
far that is right which is implied ia this proverbial' faying 
That they who are guilty of wilful fin e at fowre gratis 
they do that which they v/ill feel from fooner or later. Th' * 
grapes may look well enough in the temptation, but thev will I 
be bitter,, as bitternefs itfelf, in the reflection. They will fet g 
the tinner's teeth on edge ; when confeience is awake and 
fets. the fin In order before them,, it wiJl fpoil the ' 
their comforts, as when the teeth are fet on edge. But thev 
fuggeft it as unreafonable, that the children fhould fmart for 
the fathers 



Of 

E 



1 



?4 

1 

i 



relifh of 6 



folly, 
rafted the pleafure 
taking vengeance, 
the reflection is, 



1 



and feel the pain of that which they never 
of, and that God was unrighteous in thus 
and could not juftify it. See how wickedl 
how daring the impudence ; yet. fee how? 
witty it Is,, and how fly the companion-. Many that are impi- 1 
ous in their jeers are ingenious in their jefts ; and thus the P 



I 



ing 



malice of hell againft God. and religion- is infinuatcd and pro- v 
pagated. It is here put into a proverb, and that proverb ufid, I 
commonly ufed, they had it up ever and anon. And though! 
it had plainly a blafphemous meaning, yet they fheltered | 
tliemfelves under the fimilitude from the imputation of down- 1 
right blafphemy. Now by this it appears they were unhumhld I 
under the rod, for inftead of condemning themfelves and juftify.? 

God, they condemned him and juftified themfelves; but L 
%vo to him thai thus Jlrives with his Maker. § 
2. A juft reproof of, and reply to this proverb-, What mmt 
ye to ufe it ? That is the reproof > do you intend hereby to try § 
it out with God ? Or can you think any other but that vou§ 
will hereby provoke him to be angry with you till he has ««.f 
fumed you ? Is this the way to reconcile your felves to him, J 
and make your peace with, him ? The reply follows, in which? 
God tells them, 

1. That the ufe of the proverb fhould Be taken away. Thbfj 

is faid, jt is fworn, ver. 3. Ye Jhall not have occafion any pnorti 
to ufe this proverb-, or, as it may be readj ye Jhall not have.thn% 
ufe of this parable. The taking away of this parable is made| 
the matter of a promife, Jer. xxxi. 29, Here it is made the mat-| 
ter of a threatning ; there it intimates that God will return to| 
them in ways of mercy, here it intimates, that God would p 
ceed againft them in ways of judgment. He will fo punifh thcml 
for this impudent faying, that they fhall not dare to ufe it any* 

" J 



God 
God 



3 6. 
Or, 

they have wicked-] 



will find I 
will foi 



more ; as in anotner cale, 
out effectual ways to filence thofe cavillers. 

manifeft both to themfelves and others, that ^,^ 7 , 

nefs of their own enough to bring all thefe defolating judgment*! 
upon them, that they fhall no longer for ■ fliame la 
fins of their fathers that they were thus dealt with.' Your owftj 
confidences fhall tell you, and all your neighbours fhall corr 



firm 



it, tnat you 

that your fathers 
been fet on edge* 
r. That really 



your felves have 
eat before you,, 



fowre prep* 
or elfe your teeth had not: 



the 



faying 



itfelf 



was unjujly and a caufelefs 
reflection upon God's government. For/ (i.) God doth not 
punifh the children for the fathers fins, unlefs they tread 
their fteps, and fill up the meajure of their iniquity} Matth. xs 
32. and then they have no reafon to complain, for whate 
they fuffer it is left than their own fin has deferved, AndJ 
when God fpeaks of vi/iting the iniquity of the fathers ftpm 
the children, that is fo far from putting any hardfhip up 0 " 
children, to whom he only renders according to their w° v 
that it accounts for God^s patience 
he therefore does not punifh prefently 
iniquity for their children, Job xxi. 



with 
becaufe 



the parents, wl*nf 
' he lays . up M 

. - ~ . - 19. (2.) It « only i4 

temporal calamities that children (and fometimes innocent oncs^ 
fare the worfe for their parents wickednefs, and God can alte| 
the property of thofe calamities, and make them work W 
good to thofe that are vifited with them; but as to fy ltlt]} % 



and eternal mifery, (and that is the death 

the children fhall by no means fmart for 



here 
the 



fpoken 
parents 



oil 

• .a 



fins' 
This 
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Chap, xviit 



This 



is 



their 



here fhewed at large; arid it is a wonderful piece of 
•; r f ' t hat the Great God is pleafed to reafon the cafe 
con delcen ^ ied and unrea fonable men, that he did not im- 

^ i ftrike them dumb or dead, but vouchfafed to ftate 
mediately ^ ^ QTe t h e m, that he may be clear when he is judged. 
the J»? ct ,j s rep iy, 

u aflerts and maintains his own abfolute and inconteft- 

u rZr^vtitv % behold* all fouls are mine, ver. 4. God here 
ab Ie fovcrag ; jr » fa ^ fouIs rf ^ children G f men, one 

claimS if as another 5 (t.) Souls are his. He that is the Maker 
* „ t v tnzs is in a particular manner the Father of fpirits, 
of *!* j * e i s ftamped on the fouls of men ; it was fo in 
fa his atio ^ it is fo in their renovation. He formeth the 
a f man within him, and is therefore called the God of the 
°J _ „ a. a. *r ~rr*Ur*A m i*A fnJrits. (z.) All fouls are his, 

« A bv him, ana ror mm, and accountable to him. As 
all crea ™ J. r-u„- f n *h* fail nf thp Cnn. is mine. Our earth- 

h, our fouls are not 
Now from hence it follows, 
matter, (1.) That it is certain God 

with fathers and children, and 
W m a y fay unto him what dofi thou ? He that gave us our 
n ° ,ne doth us no wrong if he take it away again, much lefs 
l£ h"n he only takes away fome of the fupports and comforts 
f > it is as abfurd to quarrel with him, as for the thing formed 
Vbl to him that formed it, why haft thou made me thus? (a.) 
That it is as certain God hears a good will both to 

dfon and will put no hardftiip upon either; we are fure 
r d hateth nothing that he has made, and therefore (fpeaking 
c°tbe adult who are capable of ailing for themfelves) he has 
? h a kindnefs for all fouls, that none die but through their 
UC default. All fouls are his, and therefore he is not partial 

" " Let us fubfcribe to his intereft in 

ds are minex let 



of all fitfi* °f embodied fpirits. 
cicated by hii , 

foul of the father, fo the foul of the fo 

i 4rents are only the fathers of our 
Vr God challengeth them, 
f he clearing of this matt- 
do what he pleafeth both 



father 



own 



iii his judgment of them. 
us and dominion over us ; he faith all f 

-afwer, Lord, my . 9 

mployed for thee ?> and made happy in thee. It is with good 



foul is thine, I devote it to thee to 



us 
be 
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reafon that God faith, My for*, & *u* **j ,*™,* 9 * v * ^ 
own, to which we muft yield, Father, take my heart, it is thy 

°V Though God might juftify himfelf by infifting upon his 
Ibvcreignty, yet he waves that, and lays down the equitable and 
unexceptionable rule of judgment, by which he v/ill proceed as 
to particular perfons ; and it is this. 

r. The finner that perfifts in fin Jhall certainly die, his ini- 
Mty lhall be his ruin. rAaf fmneth it Jhall die, (hall 

die as a foul can die, fhall be excluded from the favour of God, 
which is the life and blifs of the foul, and fhall lie for ever 
under his wrath, which is its death and mifery. Sin is the 
aft of the foul, the body is but the inflrument of unrighteoufnefs, 
it is called the fm of the foul, Mich. vi. 7. and therefore the 
punifhment of fin is the tribulation and a?iguijh of the foul, 

Rom. iu 9. 

2. The righteous man that perfeveres in his righteoufnefs lhall 
uriamly live. If a man be juft, have a good principle, a good 
fpirit and, difpofition, and as an evidence of that do judgment 
Mjujlice, ver. 5. he jhall furely live, faith the Lord God, ver. 
'9. He that makes confeience. of conforming himfelf in every 
[thing to the will of God, that makes it his bufmefs to ferve 
'God, and his aim to glorify God, he fhall without fail be hap- 
py here and for ever in the love and favour of God ; and where- 
he conies fhort of his duty, it fhall be forgiven him, through 
a mediator. 

Now here is part of the character of this juft man. 
, 1. He is careful to keep himfelf clean from the pollutions of 
;fm> and at a diftance from all the appearances of evil. ( 1 . ) 
"From fins again ft the fecond commandment. In the matters of 
God's worfhip he is jealous, for he knows God is fo. He hath 
only not facrificed in the high places to the images there 
e t up, but he has not fo much as eaten upon the mountains, i. e. 
jot had any communion with idolaters" by eating things facri- 
to idols, 1 Cor, x. 20. He would not only not kneel with 
{ tiem at their altars, but not fit with them at their tables in 
Jhcir high places. 



He detefts not only the idols of the heathen, 
;1 .j _ fe of Ifrael, which were not only allowed 

m but generally applauded and adored by thofe that were ac- 
_:ounted the profeffing people of God. He has not only not 
Whipped thofer idols, but he hath not fo much as lift up his 
w to them, he has not given them a favourable look; has had 
fKgard at all to them, neither defired their favour, nor dreaded 
;Kr frowns. He has obferved fo many bewitched by them, that 
'has not dared fo much as to look at them, left he fhould be 
f^n in the fnare. 
'% Ezelc. 



vi. 9 



The eyes of idolaters are laid to' go a whor- 
See Deut. iv. 19. 




cleannefs 



feventh com 
fanSiification 



He is care- 



K) F 
J to p 0 f 

* Kighbout* $ wife/ not faid or done any thing which had the 
tendency to corrupt or debauch her, no nor will he make 

y undue approaches to his own wife when fhe is put apart for 

* undeannefs, for it was forbidden by the law, JLev. xviii. 

\t X% l8# Note, It is an eflential branch of wifdom and 
No. Ixvui, 
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juftice to keep the appetites of the body always in fubje£i 
reafon and virtue. 

(3.) Front fins againft the eighth commandment. He is a juft 
man that hath not by fraud arid under colour of law and 
right oppreffed any, and that hath riot with force and amis fpoiled 
any by violence ; not fpoiled them of their goods or eftates* much 
lefs of their liberties and lives, ver. 7. Oppreffion and violence, 
were the fins of the old world that brought the deluge, and 
are fins of which ftill God is and will be the avenger. Nay, 
he is one that has not lent his money upon ufury, nor taken, 
increafe, ver. 8. though being done by contract it may feem 
free from irijuftice, Volenti non fit injuria, yet as far as it is 
forbidden by the law he dares not do it. A moderate ufury 
they were allowed to receive from ft rangers, but not from their 
brethren. A juft man will not take advantage of his neigh- 
bour's neceffity to make a prey of him, nor indulge himfelf in 
eafe and idlenefs, to live upon the fvveat and toil of others; 
and therefore will not take increafe from thofe who cannot make 
increafe of what he lends them ; nor be rigorous in exacting 
what was agreed for from thofe that by the act of God are dif- 
abled to pay it ; but is willing to (hare in lofs as well as pro- 
fit $j>uifentit comrnodum, fentire debet &f onus. 

2. He makes confeience of doing the duties of his place* 
He hath rejlored the pledge to the poor debtor, according to the 
the law, Exod. xxii. 26. If thou take thy neighbour's raiment 
for a pawn, the raiment that is for necefTary ufe, thou (halt de- 
liver it to him again, that he may fleep in his own bed-clothes* 
Nay, he has not only reftored to the poor that which was their 
own, but has given his bread to the hungry ; Obferve, it is called 
his bread becaufe it is honeftly come by ; that which is given 
to fome is not unjuftly taken from others; for God hath faid, 
I hate robbery for burnt -offerings. Worldly men infift upon it s 
that their bread is their oivn, as Nabal, who therefore would 
not give of it to David, 1 Sam. xxv. 17. yet let them know 1 
it is not fo their own, but that they are bound to do good to 
others with it. Clothes are necefTary as well as food, and there- 
fore this juft man is fo charitable as to cover the naked alfo with 
a garment, ver. 7. The coats which Dorcas had made for 
the poor were produced as witnefles of her charity, Ads ix 
This juft man has withdrawn his hand from iniquity, ver. 8. if 
at any time he has been drawn in through inadvertency, to 
that which afterwards has appeared to him to be an ill thing, 
he doth not perfift in it, becaufe he has begun it, but zvithdraws 
his hand from that which he now perceives to be iniquity; for 
he executes true judgment between man and man, according as his 
opportunity is of doing it; as a judge, as a witnefs, as a jury- 
man, as a referee, and in all commercejs concerned that juftice 
be done, that no man be wronged, that he that is wronged be 
righted, and that every man have his own, and is ready to in- 
terpofe himfelf and do any good office in order hereunto. This 
is his character towards his neighbour, yet it will not fuffice that 
he be juft and true to his brother, to compleat his character, he 
muft be fo to his God like wife, ver. 9. He hath walked in my 
ftatutes, thofe which relate to the duties of his immediate wor- 
fhip, he hath kept thofe and all other his judgments, has had re- 
fpe<£t to them all, has made it his conftant care and endeavour 
to conform and come up to them all, to deal truly, i. e. that fo 
he may approve himfelf faithful to his covenant with God, that 
having joined himfelf to God doth not treacheroufly depart from 
him, or diffetnble with him, this is a juft man, and living he jJjall 
live; he fhall certainly live, fhall have life, and fhail have it 
more abundantly ; fhall live truly, live comfortably, live eternal- 
ly. Keep the commandments, and thou fhalt enter into life, Match, 

xix. 17. 

» 

10. fl" If he beget a fon that is a robber, a fhedder of 
blood, and that doth the like to any one of thefe things, 
11. And that doth not any of thofe ditties, "but even 
hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neigh- 
bours wife, 12. Hath opprefied the poor and needy, 
hath fpoiled by violence, hath not reftored the pleage, 
and hath life up his eyes to the idols, hach committed 
abomination, 13, Hath given forth upon ufury, and 
hath taken increafe: fhall he then live? he fhall noc 

all thefe abominations, he fhall 

14. ^ Now 
fathers fins 



his 



fuch lil 



live : he hach done 

furely die, his blood fhall be upon him. 
lo, if he beget a fon that feeth all 
which he hath done, and confiderech, and doth noc 

, 15. That hath not eaten upon the mountains, 
neither hath lift up his eyes to the idols of the houfe 
of Ifrael, hath not defiled his neighbours wife, 16. Nei* 
ther hath oppreffed any, hath not wichholden the pledge, 
neither hath fpoiled by violence, but hath given his 
bread to the hungry, and hach covered the naked with a 
garment, 17. That hath taken off his hand from the 
poor, that hath not received % ufury nor increafe, hath 
executed my judgments, hath walked in my ftatutes.; 
he lhall not die for* the iniquity of his father, he* fhall 
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furely 




furely live, 



Jts for his: father, becauie he cruelly 

did 



them and dreads doing the like*. 



opprefled,. fpoiled his brother .' by .violence, and 
that' which is hot good" among his people, lo, even he 
lhall die in his iniquity. 19. f Yet fay ye, Why ? doth 
not the fon bear the iniquity of the father? when the 
fon hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath 
kept all my ftatutes, and hath done them, he lhall 

live. 



furely 



20. The . foul that finneth, it lhall die : 



w « m W — ™ - ^ ^ — — — - — _ 

the fori fhall not bear the iniquity of the father, neir 
ther &all the father bear the. iniquity of the fon 5 the 
righteoufnefs of the righteous fhall be upon him, arid 
the wickednefs of the wicked fhall be upon him. v 



God by the prophet having laid down the general rule of 
judgment, that he will render eternal life to them that patient- 
ly continue in well-doing, but indignation and wrath to them 
that do not obey the truth but obey unrighteoufnefs (Rom* ii. 7? 
8) comes in thefe verfes to fhe w, that mens parentage and re- 
lation fhall not alter the cafe either one way or other. 

1 m He applies it largely, and particularly both ways. As it 
\vas in the royal line of the kings of Judah, fo it often happens 
in private families, that godly parents have wicked children, and 
wicked parents have godly children. Now here he fhews, ^ 

(1.) That a wicked man (hall certainly perijh in bis iniquity ; 
though he was the fon of a pious father. If that righteous man 
before defcribed beget a fon whofe character is the reverfe of 
his father's, his condition will certainly be fo too. (1.) It is 
fuppofed, as no uncommon cafe but a very melancholy one, 
that the child of a very godly father, notwithstanding all the 
inftrucTrions given him, the good education he has had, and 
the needful rebukes that have been given him, and the re- 
ilraints he has been laid under, after all the pains taken with 
him, the prayers put up for him, may yet prove notorioufly 
wicked and vile, the grief of his father, the fhame of his 
jamily, and the curfe and plague of his generation. He is 
here fuppofed to allow , himfelf in all thefe enormities which 
his good father dreaded, and carefully avoided ; and to fhake 
off all thofe good duties which his father made confcience of, 
and took fatisfa£tion in, undoes all that his father did, and 
goes counter to his example in every thing. He is here de- 
fcribed to be a highwayman, a robber, and a foedder of blood; 
an idolater, he hath eaten upon the mountains, ver. 1 1 . and has 
lifted up his eyes to the idols, which his good father never did, 
and has come at length not only :o feaft with the idolaters, 
but to facrifice with them, which is here called committing 
abomination, for the way of fin is dovfai hill. He is an adul- 
terer, hath defiled his neighbour's wife ; an oppreffor even of 
the poor and needy, he robs the fpittal* and fqueezeth thofe 
•who he knows cannot right themfelves, and takes a pride and 
pleafure in trampling upon the weak, and impoverishing thofe 
that are poor already. He takes azuay from thofe to whom he 
Ihould give. He hath fpoiled by violence, and open force, he 
hath given forth upon ufury, and fo fpoiled by contract ; and 
hath not rejlored the pledge, but unjuftly detained it, even when 
the debt was paid. Let thofe good parents that have wicked 
children not look upon their cafe as Angular - y it is a cafe put 
here; and by it we fee, that grace doth not run in a blood, 
nor always attend the means of grace ; nor is the race always 
to the fwift, or the battle to the ftrong, for then the children 
that are well taught would do well ; but God will let us know 
that his grace is his own, and his fpirit a free agent; and that 

to give our children a good education he is 
In this as much as any thing appears the 
original fin, and the neceffity of fpecial grace. 
(2.) We are here allured that this wicked man fhall perifh for 
ever in his iniquity^ notwithftanding his being the fon of a good 
father. He may perhaps profper a while in the world for the 
fake of the piety of his anceftors, but having committed all 
thefe abominations, and never repented of them he Jhall not live, 
he fhall not be happy in the favour of God, though he may 
efcape the fword of men, he fhall not efcape the curfe of God, 
he jhall furely die, he fhall be for ever miferable; his blood 
Jhall be upon him, he may thank himfelf, he is his own de- 
ftroyer ; and his relation to a good father will be fo far from 
fianding him in ftead . that it will agravate his fin, and his 
condemnation. It made his fin the more heinous, nay it made 
him really the more vile and profligate, and confequently will 
make his' mifery hereafter the more intolerable. 

(2.) That a righteous man fhall be certainly happy, though he 
is the fon of a wicked father. Though the father did eat the 
fowre grapes, if the children do not meddle with them they 
ihall fare never the worfe for that. Here, 

1. It is fuppofed, and blefTed be God it is fometimes a cafe 
in fa£t, that the fon of an ungodly father may be godly ; that 
obferving how fatal his father's errors were, he may be fo wife as to 
take warning, and not tread in his father's fteps, ver. 14. 
Ordinarily children, partake of the parents temper, and are 
drawn in to imitate their example ; but here the Ion inftead 
of feeing his father's Jins 9 and, as is ufual, doing the like, fees 



though we are tied 
not tied to 
power of 



blefs it. 



grapes of thorns, but God fometimes doth ; takes a branr/r^ 
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a' wild olive, and grafts it into a good one; 



r uin of 



Men indeed do " not 

takes a branc 

a good^Hezekiah, who* fees all his father's fins which be hath J 
andtho'he will not like Ham proclaim his -father's fham 
make the worft of it, yet he loaths it, and blufhes at it &> ° r 
thinks the worfe of fin becaufe it was the reproach and ' ^ 
his own father: He confidereth, and doth not fitch like; confd 
how ill it became his father to do fuch things, what an offen ^ 
was to- God and all good men, what a wound and difhonour^ 
got By it, and what calamities he brought into his family a d 
therefore he doth not fuch like. Note, If we did but duly con/id 
the ways of wicked men, we would all - dread being aflbciates with' 
them and followers of them. The particulars are here atf 
enumerated almoft in the fame words with that character given of 
the juft man, ver. 6, &c. to fhew how good men walk hi th s 
fame fpirit and in the fame Jleps. This juft man here when he 
took care to avoid his father's fins, took care to imitate M% 
grandfather's virtues ; and if we look back we fhall find fome ex* 
amples for our imitation, as well as others for our admonition' 
This juft man cannot only fay as the Pharifee, / am na aiul 
terer, no extortioner, no oppreflbr, no ufurer^ no idolater; but 
he hath given his bread to the hungry, and covered the naked* 
he hath taken off his hand ,fro?n the poor ; where he found hit 
father had put hardfhips upon poor fervants, tenants, neigh., 
hours, he eafed their burthen ; did not fay what my father har 
done I will abide by, and if it was a fault it was his, and no(l 
mine, as Rehoboam who contemned the taxes his father hadimJ 
pofed ; no, he takes his hand off from the poor, and reftores them"! 
to their rights and liberties again, ver. 15, 16, 17. ' Thus he! 
hath executed God's judgments, and walked in his fiatutes > not! 
only done his duty for once, but gone on in a courfe and way? 
of obedience. j 
2. We are allured that the gracelefs father alone fhall die in hisj 
iniquity, but this gracious fon fhall fare never the worfe for it,| 
As for his father, ver 18. becaufe he was a cruel oppreffor and £il 
hurt, nay becaufe tho* he had wealth and power, he did not with! 
it do good among his people ; lo, even -he, as great as he is, Jhall &| 
in his iniquity, and be undone for/ever ; but he that kept his! 
integrity Jhall furely live ; fhall be eafy and happy, and he fcalll 
not die for the iniquity of his father. Perhaps his father's wick-| 
ednefs has leflened his eftate, and weakened his intereft, but it] 
*fhall be no prejudice at all to his acceptance with God, and his] 
eternal welfare, 

2. He appeals to themfelves then whether they did riot wrong] 
God with their proverb. Thus plain the cafe is, and yet yefeyf 
Doth not the fon bear the iniquity of the father ? No, he doth not -j 
he fhall not if he will himfelf do that which is lawful and right} 
ver. 19. But this people that bare the iniquity of their fathers- 
had not done that which is lawful and right, and therefore jufllj^ 
fufered for their own fin, and had no reafon to complain of God^ 
proceedings againft them as at all unjujl, tho* they had reafonto 
complain of the ill example their fathers had left them as veryj 
unkind ; Our fathers have finned and are not* and we have km 
their iniquity, Lam. v. 7. It is true that there is a curfe entailed 
upon wicked families, but it is as true that the entail may beat 
off by repentance and reformation', let the impenitent and unrej 
formed therefore thank themfelves if they fall under it. The 
fettled rule of judgment is therefore repeated, ver. to. 'Tin fm 
that finneth it Jhall die, and not another for it. What direftoj 
God hath given to earthly judges, Deut. xxiv. 1 6. he will hirr^ 
felf purfue ; The fon Jhall not die, not die eternally, for the im'<juit\ 
of the father, if he do not tread in the fleps of it, not thi 
father for the iniquity of the fon, if he endeavour to do his jtoj 
for the preventing of it. In the day of the revelation of the rffl 
eous judgment of God, which is now clouded and eclipfel* m 
righteoufnefs of the righteous Jhall appear before? all the world, to bj 
upon him to his everlafting comfort and honour, upon himasarooj 
upon him as a crown ; and the wickednefs of the wicked upon hun^ 
to his everlafting confufionj upon him as a chain, upon himasj 
load, as a mountain of lead to fink him to the bottomlefs pit. , 

21. But if the wicked will turn from all his fim 
that he hath commited, and keep all my ftatutes, anj 
do that which is lawful and right, he fhall furely " ve 
he fhall not die. 22. All his cranfgreffions that }\ 
hath committed, they fhall not be mentioned unto nun 
in his righteoufnefs that he hach done, he fhall I W 
23. Have I any pleafure at all that the wicked u\ow 
die ? faith the Lord GOD: and not that he fbm 



return 



from his ways, and live? 24. f But when th 



rignteous turnetn away from his righteoufnefs, 
committeth iniquity, and doth according to all the a 
minations that the wicked man doth, fhall he ^ ive ' 
his righteoufnefs that he hath done fhall . not be w 
tioned : in his trefpafs that he hath trefpaifed, an « 
his fin that he hath finned, in them fhall he 
25. f Yet ye fay, The way of the LORD is notequ 

Hear now, O houfe of Ifrael^ is not my waycq* 




*1 ^" 



oC ' your ways unequal ? 26. When a righteous 
• turneth away from his righteoufnefs, and commit- 7 
W nl . anf j dieth in them ; for his iniquity that 



tech iniquity, 
h e bath f done, 



fhall 



Again, when 



kicked man 
L t h committed, 



turheth away from his wickednefs that he 



and doth that which is lawful and 



fhall fave 
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confidereth, 



e fhall not die 
* way of the 



foul alive. 



Becaufe he 




turneth away from all his tranfgref- 
he hath committed, he fhall furely live, 

29. Yet faith the houfe of Ifrael, 
LORD is not equal. O houfe 



are not my ways equal ? are not your ways 



* ■ " 

We have here another rule of judgment which God will go 
i n dealing with us, by which is further demonstrated the equity 
his government; the former fhewed that God will reward or 
ft according to the change made in the family or fucceffion, 
i^the better, or for the worfe; here he fhews that he will re- 
** or j or p U nifli according to the change made in the perfon him- 
aF whether for the better, or the worfe. While we are in this 
orld we are in a ftate of probation, the time of trial lafts as 
i\ a as the time of life, and according as we are found at lajl, 
e ill be with us to eternity. Now fee here, 

The cafe fairly flated, much as it had been before, chap. 
fac. and here it is laid down once, ver. 21 — 24. And 



U wi 



Wn in ver. 26 — 28. becaufe it is a matter of vaft importance, a 
^ 2? atter of life ancl death, of life and death eternal. Here we 



1 have, 



1 

it 



0 wicked people to • turn fr 
: given us, that if the wi 





wickednefs. Afiurance is ner 
turn, he fliall furely live, ver. 21, 27 

Obferve, (1.) What is required to denominate a man a true 
cetfuert ; how he muft be qualified that he may be entitled to this 
fail: of indemnity, (r.) The fir ft ftep towards converfion is con- 
sideration verm 28. Becaufe he confidereth and turneth. The rea- 
Ifon why finners go on in their evil ways is, becaufe they do not 
Ktnfider what will be in the end thereof ; But if the prodigal once 
am to himfelf, if he fit down and confider a little how bad his 
I ftate is, and how eafily it may be bettered, he will foon return 
' is his father Luke xv. 17, and the adulterefs to her firji husband, 
v/hen (he confiders that then it was. better with her than now, 
iHotii. 7. (2.) This confideration muft produce an ayerfion to 
to. When he confidereth he muft turn away from his wicked- 
ncfsi that notes a change in the heart, and in the difpofition of 
that; he muft turn from his fins and his tranfgrejfions, that notes 
a change in the life ; he muft break off from all his evil courfes, 
and wherein he has done iniquity muft refolve to do fo no more, 
and this from a principle of hatred to fin , What have I to do 
an] more with idols ? (3.) This averfion to fin muft be univer- 
/a/; he muft turn from all his fins, and all his tranfgreffions, 
without a referve for any Delilah, any houfe of Rimmon ; we 
do not rightly turn from fin unlefs we truly hate it, and we do 
not truly hate fin as fin, if we do not hate all fin. (4.) This 
muft be accompanied with a converfion to God and duty 5 he 
muft hep all God's Jlatutcs, (for the obedience if it be fincere 
will be unherfal) and muft do that zvhich is lawful and right , 
which agrees with the word and will of God, which he muft 
take for his rule, and not the wills of the flefh, and the way 
of the world. 

(2.) What is promifed to thofe that do thus turn from Jin to 
God. (1.) They fliall fave their fouls alive, ver. 27. They 
M\ furely live, they Jhall not die, ver. 21. and again, ver. 28. 
*reas it was faid, The foul that pis it fhall die, yet let not 
Aofe that have finned defpair but that the threatned death may 
te prevented, if they will but turn and repent in time. When 
David penitently acknowledged), / have finned, he is immediately 
affured of his pardon, . The Lord has taken away thy fin, thoufialt 
Wile, 2 Sam. xii. 13. thou fhalt not die eternally. He fliall 
\fm live, i. e . he fhall be reftored to the favour of God, which 
| s the life of the foul, and fliall not lie under his wrath which 
15 as meffengers of death to the foul. (2.) The fins they have 
ttpented of and forfaken fhall not rife up in judgment againft 
™, nor fhall they be fo much as upbraided with them. All 
w tranfgrejjions that he has committed, tho* numerous, tho' 
ei nous, tho' very provoking to God, and redounding very much 
°his difhonour, yet they Jhall not be mentioned unto him, ver. 22. 
■ ?t mentioned againjl him ; not only they fhall not be imputed to 
Jtoto ruin him, but in the great day they fhall not be remembred 
iff t0 § rieve or fhame him"; they fhall be covered, fhall 

bought for and not found. This fpeaks the fulnefs of pardon- 
mercy ; when fin is forgiven it is blotted out, it is remembred 



uft 



\ and 



^Lj , an atonement for their fins $ but in their righteoufnefs, 
fan TIalifies the ™ ^r all the bleflings purchafed by the Me- 

1 S w is itfe,f one of thofe blelEn s s - 

Ko \J y 1 ** encouragement a repenting returning finner hath 
i )e for pardon and life according to this promife. He is 
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confcious to himfelf that his obedience foF the future can never* 
be a valuable compenfation for his former difobedience - but h«i 
has this to fuppor t himfelf with* that God's" nature, property, and' 
dehghty is. fo have mercy and to forgive, for he hath, faid, .<&. 2 ,. 
Have, I any pleafure at all. that the. wicked Jhould die? ho, by no 
means, you never had any caufe given you to think fo. It is true- 
that Ood has determined to punifh finners, his juftice calls for it 
and purfuant to that impenitent finners will lie for ever under 
his wrath and curfe ; that is the will of his decree, his confequent 
will, but it is not -his antecedent will, the will of his delight % 
tho the righteoufnefs of his government requires that finners die* 
yet the goodnefs of his nature objedls againft it, Hozv Jhall I- give 
thee up, hpbraim F It is fpoken here comparatively ; he hath 
not pleafure in the rum of finners, for he would rather they fhould 
turn '. from tbcir ways and live ; he is better pleafed when his mercy 
is glorified in their falvation, ' . . - . . 
their damnation. 



than when his juftice is glorified in 



2. A fair warning given to righteous people, not to turn frm 
their righteoufnefs, ver. 24—26. Here is, (1.) The charader o£ 
an apoftate, that turns away from his righteoufnefs ) he never was 
in fincerity a righteous man, as appears by that of the apoftle^ 
1 John u. 19 If they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued zvith us, but he paiTed for a righteous man, had the 
denomination and all the external marks of a righteous man, he 
thought himfelf one, and others thought him one, but he throws 
off his profeflion, leaves his firft love, difowns and forfakes the 
truth' and' ways of God, and fo turns away from his righteoufnefs, 
as one fick of it, and now fhews, what he always had, a fecret 
averfion to it: and having turned away from his righteoufnefs, he 
commits iniquity, grows loofe, and profane, and fenfual, intem- 
perate, unjuft, and, in fhort, doth according to all the abominations 
that the zvicked man doth, for when the unclean fpirit recovers 
his pofTeffion of the heart, he brings with him feven other Jpirits 
more wicked than himfelf, and they enter in and dwell there* 
Luke xi. 26. (2.) The doom of an apoftate ; Jhall he live be- 
caufe he was once a righteous man ? no, faclum non dicitur quod 
non perfeverat. In his trefpafs, ver. 24. and for his .iniquity, 
(that is the meritorious caufe of his ruin) for the iniquity that 
he has done hejfyall die, fhall die eternally, ver. 26. The backflider 
in heart Jhall be filled with his own ways. But will not his for- 
mer profeffions and performances ftand him in fome ftead, will 
they not avail at leaft to mitigate his punifhmentf. no, All his 
righteoufnefs that he has done, tho' never fo much applauded by 
men, Jhall not be mentioned, fo as to be either a credit or a com- 
fort to him ; the righteoufnefs of an apoftate is forgotten, as the 
wickednefs of a penitent is. Under the law, if a Nazarite were 
polluted he loft all his foregoing days of his feparation, Numb* 
vi; 12. fo thofe that have begun in the fpirit and end in the fiejh, 
may reckon all their paft fervices and fufferings in vain, Gal. iiu 
3, 4. unlefs we perfevere we lofe what we have gained, 2 John 

2. An appeal to the conferences even of the houfe of Ifrael, 
tho' very corrupt concerning God's equity in all thefe proceed- 
ings for he will be jujlified, as well as finners judged, out of 
their own mouths. (1.) The charge they drew up againft God 
is blafphemous, ver. 25, 29. the houfe of Ifrael has the impudence 
to fay, The way of the Lord is not equal ; than which nothing 
could be more abfurd as well' as impious ; He that formed the eye 
Jhall he not fee ? Can his ways be unequal whofe will is the eternal 
rule of good , and evil, right and wrong ? Shall not the Judge of 
all the efirth do right ? no doubt he fhall, he cannot do other- 
wife. (2.) God's reafonings with them are very gracious and 
condefcending, for even thefe blafphemers God would rather have 
convinced and faved than condemned. One would have expecled 
that God fhould have immediately vindicated the honour of his 
juftice by making thofe that impeached it eternal monuments of 
it ; muft thefe be fuffered to draw another breath that have once 
breathed out fuch wickednefs as this? Shall that tongue ever 
fpeak again any where but in hell that has once faid, The ways 
of the Lord are not equal ? Yes, becaufe this is the day of God's 
patience, he vouchfafes to argue with them 5 and he requires them 
to own, for it is fo plain that they cannot deny, (1.) The equity 
of his ways; Are not my ways equal? no doubt they are. He 
never lays upon man more than is right. In the prefent punifh- 
ments of finners, and the afflictions of his own people, yea and 
in the eternal damnation of the impenitent the ways of the Lord 
are equal. (2.) The iniquity of their ways. Are not your ways 
unequal ? It is plain they are, and the troubles you are in you have 
brought upon your own heads ; God doth you no wrong but you 
have wronged your felves. The foolijhncfs of man perverts his, 
way, makes that unequal, and then his heart frets againjl the 
Lord, as if his ways were unequal, Prov. xix. 3. In all our dis- 
putes with God, and in all controverfies with us, it will be found 
that his ways are equal, but ours are unequal) that he is in the 
right, and we are in the wrong. 



30. Therefore I will judge you, O houfe of Ifrael, 
every one according to his ways, faith the Lord GOD : 

and turn your felves from all yopr tranfgref- 
fions; fo iniquity fhall not be your ruin, 31. %Czti: 

away 



repent, 



T- -J - » 

• y ;* ■ 




away 



, from you all your tranfgreffions, whereby ye 
have have tranfgreffed, and make you a new heart, and 
a new fpirit ; for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ? 



men. 4* The nations alfo. heard of him 
taken in their pit*; and they * 
unto the land of Egypt. 5, 

and her 



he 



Ihe had -waited, 



32. For I have no pleafure in the death of him that 

dieth, faith the Lord GO D : wherefore turner J took another of her whelps, 
felves 9 and live ye. 



brought him with rk 5 



hope 
and 



Was loft,. 

made him 



lion. 6. And he went up and down among che^ 
he became a young lion, and learned to cat^ 101 ! 



We have here the conclufion and application of this whole 
matter. After a fair trial at the bar of right reafon, the verdidt 
is brought in on God's fide, it appears that his ways are equal y 
judgment therefore is next to be given 5 and one would think it 
fhould be a judgment of condemnation, nothing fliort of Go, ye 
turfed, into everlafling fire. ; but behold a miracle of mercy ; the 
day of grace and divine patience is yet lengthned put; and there- 
fore tho' God will at laft judge every one according to his ways, 
yet he waits to be gracious, and clofes all with a call to repen- 
tance, and a promife of pardon upon repentance. 

1. Here are four neceflary duties that we are called to; all 
amounting to the fame. (1.) We muft 7-epent ; we muft change 
our mind, and change our ways ; we muft be forry for what we 
have done amifs, and aftiamed of it, and go as far as we can towards 
the undoing of it again. (2.) We muft.tarrc our/elves from all 
cur iranfgrefftons, ver. 30. and again, ver. 32. Turn your felves, 
face about ; turn from ftn, nay turn againft it as the enemy you 
loath, turn to God as the friend you love. (3.) We muft caji 
away from us all our iranfgreffions, we muft abandon and for- 
fake them with a refolution never to return to them again ; give 
fin a bill of divorce, break all the leagues we have made with 
it, throw it over-board as the mariners did Jonah, for: it has 
Vaifed the ftorm ; caft it out of the foul and crucify it, as a 
malefaflor. (4.) We muft make us a new heart, and a new 
fpirit. This was the matter of a promife, chap. xi. 19. here it 
is the matter of a precept ; we muft do our endeavour, and then 
God will not be wanting' to us to give us his grace : St Auftin 
well explains this precept ; JDeus nan jubet impoffibilia, fed jubendo 
monet £ff facere quod poffts, & petere quod ?ion pojjis. He hereby 

admonifhes us to do what is in our power, and to pray for what 
is not. 

2. Here are four good arguments ufed to enforce thefe calls to 
repentance. (1.) It is the only way, and it is a fure way to 
prevent the ruin which our fins have a direft tendency to. So 
iniquity Jhall not be your ruin, which implies, that if we do not re- 
pent iniquity will be our ruin, here and for ever ; but if we do, 
we are fafe, we are fnatched as brands out of the burning. (2.) If 
we repent not we certainly perifh, and our blood will be upon 
our own heads. JVhy will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ? What an 
abfurd thing it is for you to chufe death and damnation rather 
than life and falvation. Note, The reafon why finners die is 
becaufe they will die, they will go down the way that leads to 
death, and not come up to the terms on which life is offered ; 
herein finners, efpecially finners of the houfe of Ifrael, are moft 
unreafonable, and a£t moft unaccountably. (3.) The God of 
heaven has no delight in cur ruin, but defires our^welfare, ver. 32. 
/ have no pleafure in the death of him that dieth, which implies 
that he has pleafure in the recovery of thofe that repent ; which 
is both an engagement and an encouragement to us to repent. 
(4.) We are made for ever if we repent turn your felves, and 
live ye. He that faith to us repent, thereby faith to us, live, 
yea he faith to us, live Co that life and death are here fet 
before us. 



CHAP. XIX. 



The fcope of this chapter is much the fa?ne with that of the 17th, 
to foretel and lament the ruin of the houfe of David, the 
royal family of Judah ; in the calamitous exit of the four 
fins and grandfons of Jqjiab, Jeboahaz, Jehoiakim, Jeconiah, 
and Zedekiah, in whom that Uluflrious line of kings was cut 
off, which ihe prophet is here ordered to lament, ver. 1. And 
he doth it by fimilitudes. (1.) The kingdom of Judah and 
houfe of David is here compared to a lionefs, and thofe princes 
io lions, that were fierce and ravenous, but were hu?ited down 
and taken in nets, ver. 2 — 9. (2.) That kingdom and houfe 
are here compared to a vine^ and thefe princes to branches, 
that had been Jlrong and flourlflnng^ but were now broken off and 
burnt, ver. 10—14. This ruin of that ?nonarchy .was notu in 
the doing, and this lamentation of it tvas intended to affecl the 
people with it^ that they might not flatter themf elves with vain 
hopes of the lengthning out their tranquillity. 



M 



Oreover, take thou up a lamentation for the 
princes of Ifrael, 



mother ? a lionefs 



brought up one of her whelps 



2/ And fay, 
fhe lay down among lions, 

And fhe 



What , 

Ihe 



nourifhed her whelps among young lions. 3 

it became a youn 



lion, and it learned to catch the prey, ic devoured 




and devoured men. 



prey, 
defolate palaces 



and 



7. And he knew^tt 

, . he laid wafte their cities J 

the land was defolate, and the fulnefs thereof h 
the noife of his roring. 8. Then : the nations f 
againft him on every fide from the provinces 4 
fpread their net over him : * he was taken in their 
9. And they put him in ward in chains, and 
him to the king of ^ Babylon 

into holds, that his voice fhould no more be heard 
upon the mountains of Ifrael. 



K ^ 

, f Drought 
they brought him 

no more be 



Here is, r. Orders given to the prophet to 



- - bewail the fail 

of the royal family, which had long made fo great a figure b 
yirtue of a covenant of royalty made with David and \J 
feed, that the eclipfing and extingui/hing of it is mftly £ 
mented by all that know what value to put upon the m l 
nant of our God : as we find after a very large account' of 
that covenant with David, Pfal. Ixxxix. 3, 20, fev. a f £( j j 
mentation for the decays and defolations of his family, vtr 9 \l 
3 9. But thou haft caft off and abhorred, hafl made vcid tk e 
covenant of thy feruant, and profaned his crown, &c. Th e 
kings of Judah are here called princes of Ifrael ; for their 1 
glory was diminiftied, and they were become but as prkces-l 
and their purity was loft, they were become corrupt and i<l 0 !| 
latrous as the kings of Ifrael, whofe ways they had learned. 
The prophet muft take up a lamentation for them ; e. h° 
muft defcribe their lamentable fall, as one that did Jiimfelf 
lay it to heart, and defired thofe ^he preached to and wrote 
to might do fo too." And how can we expefi others fhould 
be affeSled with that which we our felves are not" affeBd 
with ? And minifters when they boldly foretel, . yet mult bit- 1 
terly lament the deftru£tion of .finners, as tnofe that have 
not defired the woful day. He is not di redied to give advks 
to the princes of Ifrael, that had been long and often done 
in vain 5 but the decree being gone forth, he muft take up a 
lamentation for them. 

2. Inftru&ions given him what to fay. 
1 . He muft compare the kingdom of Judah to a Iknefs ; 
fo wretchedly degenerated was it from what it had been for- 
merly, when it fat as a queen among the nations, vtr, 2. 
What is thy mother ? Thine, O king ? We read pf Solomon's 
crown wherewith his mother crowned him, /. e. his people. 
Cant. iii. 1 1. Thine, O Judah ? The royal family is as a mo- 
ther to the kingdom, a nurfing mother. She is a liomf- 
fierce and cruel, and ravenous. When they had 
vinity they foon loft their humanity too ; and when thej 
feared not God, neither did they regard man. She lay dm 
among lions ; God had faid, the people (hall dwell alone, but 
they mingled themfelves with the nations, and learned their works; 
flie nouri/hed her whelps among young lions, taught the young 
princes the way of tyrants, which was then ufed by the ar-| 
bitrary kings of the eaft, filled their heads betimes with no-| 
tions of their abfolute defpotick power, and poffefled. them 
with a belief that they had right to enflave their fubjedls, that_ 
their liberty and property lay at their mercy : thus fie nourifodl 
her whelps among young lions. 



1 



kings of Judah to lions whelpi 
Judah, and efpecially the houfe 
for its being ftrong and formij 
Gen. xlix. 9. He is as an dh 
And if they had adhered to the 
had prefer ved to them the mign| 
a lion ; and doth it in Chntt 
but thefe lions whelps were 1| 

them 




2. tie muft compare the 
ver. 3. Jacob had compared 
of David, to a liorfs whelp, 
dable to its enemies abroad, 
lion, who Jhall Jlir him up f 
divine law and promife, God 
and majefty, and dominion of 
the lion of the tribe of fudah 

to their own fubje&s, were cruel . and oppreffive to 
preyed upon' their eftates and liberties 5 and when they tn g 
by their tyranny made themfelves a terror to thofe 
they ought to have protected, it was juft with God to mu 
thofe. a terror to them whom otherwise they might have iu&| 
duerf. Here is lamented, 1. The fin and fall of Jehoahaz^ 
one of the whelps of this lionefs. He became a young w 
ver. 3. he was made king, and thought he was made fotw* 
he might do what he pleafed, and gratify his own ambltl ^| 
covetoufnefs, and revenge, as he had a mind, and fo he $ 
foon mafter of all the arts of tyranny, he learned to ^| 
the prey, and devoured men ; when he got power in his nan | 
all that had before in any thing difobliged him were ma^ 
feel his refentments, and become a facrifice to his rage. ^ 
what came of it ? He did not profper long in his ^ an , n ^| 
the nations heard of bi?n, ver. 4. heard how furioufly he j 
at his firft coming to the crown, how he trampled up 011 ^ 

that is juft and facred, and violated all his engagements,^ 
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Chap XIX- 



E Z E 



that the/ 
profecuted 

was taken, 



looked upon him as a dangerous neighbour, and 
him accordingly. As a multitude of Jhepherds is 
»<r/2tnft a lion roaring on his prey, Ifa. xxxi. 4. 



as a beaft of prey, in their pit. 



His 



^ rbfeSs durffc'not ftand up in defence of their own li- 
° W ? but God raifed up a foreign power that foon put an 
be ^to his tyranny, and brought him in chains to the land of 
f ) Thither Jehoahaz was carried captive, and 



heard 

2. 



never 



of more 



haz out 



The like fin and fall of his fucceffor Jehoiakim. The 
n ofjudab for fome time expected the return of Jehoa- 
; of E 0 *}'?** but at l en g t h defpaired of it, and then 
, mt J jer of & the lion's whelps, and made him a young lion, 
c. And he, inftead of taking warning by his brother's 
Vef to ufe his power with equity and moderation, and to feek 
^ te ' 00( j 0 f his people, trod in his brother's fteps ; he/ went up 
d \wn among the lions, yen 6. He confulted and converfed 
D \\ thofc that were fierce and furious like himfelf, and took 
If meafures from them, as Rehoboam took the advice of the 
fh and hot-headed young men ; and he foon learned to catch 
*1 * re y and he devoured men, ver. 6. he feized his fubjedts 
'totes nned and imprifoned them, filled his treafury by rapine, 
C d iniuftice, fequcftrations and confifcations, fines and forfei- 
tures and fwallowed up .all that flood in his way : he had got 
he art of difcovering ' what effects men had that lay concealed, 
\ ^ w j, ere the treafures were which they had hoarded up he 
I hew their defolate places, ver. 7. where they hid their money, and 
* ' " * felves ; he knew 'where to find both out; and 

I bv"hir opprefllon. he laid wafle their cities, depopulated them by. 
I J^jjg t h e inhabitants to remove their families to fome place of 
l ; fa f ct y : The land was defolate, and the country villages were de- 
% fated, "and though there was great plenty, and a fulnefs of all good 
1 things, yet people quitted it all for fear of the noife of his roaring. 
i He took a pride in making all his fubje£ts afraid of him, as the 
\ lion makes all the beafts of the foreft to tremble, Amos hi. S. and 
by his terrible roaring fo aftonifhed them that they fell down for 
fear and having not fpirit to make their efcape, became an eafy 

He hectored and threatned, 

Thus 



as 



, prey to him, as they fay the lions do. 

land talked big, and bullied people out of what they had. 
I he thought to have eftablifhed his own power, but it had- a con- 
! trary effeft, it did but haften his own ruin, ver. 8. The nations 
1 fd againft him on every fide, to reftrain and reduce his exorbitant 
$ power, which they joined in confederacy to do for their com- 
mon fafety 5 and they fpread. their net over him, formed de- 
?>ns againft him. God brought againft Jehoiakim bands of 
I the Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites, with the Chaldees, 
* 2 Kings xxiv. 2, and he was taken in their pit. Nebuchadnezzar 
I hmd him in fetters to carry him to Babylon^ 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6. 
I They put this lion within grates, bound him in chains, and 
bought him to the king of Babylon, ver. 9. What became of him 
we know npt, but his voice was no where heard roaring upon the 
mountains of Ifrael. There was an end of. his tyranny : he was 
hand with the burial of an afs, Jer. xxii. 19. though he had 
I been as a lion, the terror of the mighty in the land of the living. 
Note, The righteoufnefs of God is to be acknowledged when 
thofe that have terrified and enflaved others, are themfelves terri- 
fied and enflaved ; when thofe that, by the abufe of their power 
to ieftruclion, which was given them "for edification, make them- 
felves as wild beafts, as roaring lions and ranging bears, for fuch 
Joiomon faith, wicked riders are over the poor people, Prov. xxviii. 
1 15. are treated as fuch ; when thofe who like Ifhmael have their 
I hand againjl every man, come at Jaft to have every man's hand 
egmnji them. It was long fince obferved that bloody tyrants fel- 
dom die in peace, but have blood given them to drink, for they 
are worthy. 



Ad generitm Cereris fine cade €ff fang\ 
Defcendunt reges & Jicca morte tyranni 



Juvenal, 



10. 



f Thy mother is like a vine in 
planted by the waters, fhe was fruitful, 

11. 

that 



thy 
and 



blood, 
full of 



waters, 

|branches by reafon of many waters, 
"ftrong rods, for the fceptres of them 
and her ftature was exalted among the thick branches, 
a nd fhe aonear^d in her height with the multitude of 



And fhe had 
bear rule, 




appeared in 
«tf branches. 12. 
Je was caft down 
dried up her fruit 
withered, 
Ihe is planted 

wurfty ground, 
of her 



height 

But Ihe was plucked up in fury, 

and the eaft-wind 



and 



to the ground, 
: her ftrone rods 



the fire 



ftrong 
confumed 



were broken 



them. 



in 

And 



the wildernefs, in 



fire 



hath 



14. 

branches, which 
fte hath no ftrong rod to be a iceptre to 
ftis is a lamentation, and fhall be for a lamentation. 



is gone 
devoured 
be 



out 
her 



13. 
a dry 

of 



And 
and 



rod 



fruit, fo 
rule : 



I J^ufalem, the mother city, is here reprefented by another fimi- 

U tilde ; fhe 155 * trin» thf* nrinnpa 5ir#» hc*r hranrheQ. This 



e is a vine 



and the princes are her branches, 
wmpanfon we had before, chap. xv. 
No. lxviii. 





E L. 



Chap< j 




- » 



1. Jerufalem is as a vine ; the Jewifh nation is fo ; like a vine 
in thy blood, ver. 10. the blood royal 5 like a vine fet in blood and 
watered with blood, which contributes very much to the flourilh- 
ing and fruitfulnefs of vines ; as if the blood which thou haft fhed 
had been defigned for the fatning and improving of the foil ; in 
fuch plenty was it fhed ; and for a time it feemed to have that effe£t s 
for fhe was fruitful and full of branches, by reafon of the waters, 
the many waters, near which fhe was planted. Places of great 
wickednefs may profper for a while. . And a vine fet in blood may 
be full of branches* Jerufalem was full of able magiftrates, men 
of fenfe, men of learning and experience, that were ftrong rods^ 
branches of this vine, of uncommon bulk and ftrength. Or, 
poles for the fuppoft of this vine ; for fo magiftrates are. The 
boughs of this vine were grown to fuch maturity that they were 
fit to make white ftaves of, for the fceptres of them thai bear rule^ 
ver. 1 1. And they are flrong rods only that are fit for fceptres^ 
men of ftrong judgments, and flrong refolutions^ that are fit for 
magiftrates. When the royal family of Judah was numerous, 
and the courts of juftice filled with men of fenfe and probity, 
then Jerufalenis flature zvas exalted a?tiong thick branches ; wheri 
the government is in good able hands, a nation is thereby made 
confiderable. Then fhe was not taken for a weak and lowly vine, 
but Jhe appeared in her height, a topping city, with the multitude 
of her branches tanquam lenta folent inter r uib'ur?ta cuprejfi. In 
thy quietnefs, fo fome read that, ver. 10. which we translate in thy 
blood y thou waft fuch a vine as this ; when Zedekiah was quiet 
and eafy under the king of Babylon's yoke, his kingdom floufifhed 
thus. See how flow God is to anger, how he defers his judg- 
ments, and waits to be gracious. 

2. This vine is now quite deftroyed, Nebuchadnezzar being 
highly provoked by Zedekiah's treachery plucked it up in fury^ 
ver. 12. ruined the city and kingdom, and cut off all the branches 
of the royal family that fell in his way. The vine was cut off 
clofe to the ground, though not plucked up by the roots* the eafi- 
wind dried up the fruit that was blafted, the young people fell by 
the fwordy or were carried into captivity. The afpecl: of it had 
nothing that was plea/ing, the profpect nothing that was pro?nifwg* 
Her ftrong rods zuere broken and withered, her great men were cue 
off, judges and magiftrates depofed ; the vine iifelf is planted in 
the wildernefs, ver. 13. Babylon was as a wildernefs to "thofe of* 
the people that were carried captives thither ; the land of Judah 
was as a wildernefs to Jerufalem, now the whole country was ra- 
vaged and Jaid wafte by the Chaldean army a fruitful land turned 
into bar rennefs. It is burnt tvith fire- Pfal. lxxx. 16. and thaC 
fire is gone out of a rod of her branches^ ver. 1 4. /. e. the king 
himfelf by rebelling againft the king of Babylon has given occa- 
fion to all this mi (chief : fhe may thank her felf for the fire that 
confumes hei* ; fhe has by her wickednefs made her felf like tin- 
der to thefparks of God's wrath, fo that her own branches fervs 
as fuel for her own confumption ; in them the fire is kindled, 
which devoured the fruit, the fins of the elder being the judgments 
which deftroy the younger 5 her fruit is burned with her own 
branches, fo that fhe has no flrong rod to be a fceptre to rule ; none 
to be found now that are fit for the government, or dare take 
this ruin under their hand^ as the complaint is, Ifa. iii. 6, 7. 
None of the houfe of David left that have right to rule, no wife' 
men, or men of fenfe, that are able to rule. *It goes ill with any 
ftate, and is like to go worfe when it is thus deprived of the blef- 
fings of government, and has 'no flrong rods for fceptres. JVo unto 
thee, O land, when thy king is a child, for as good have no rod, as 
not a ftrong rod. Thofe ftrong rods we have reafon to fear had 
been inftruments of opprellion, afiillant to the king in catching the 
prey, and devouring men, and now they are deftroyed with him.- 
Tyranny is the inlet to anarchy ; and when the rod of govern- 
ment is turned into the ferpent of oppreffion, it is juft with God 
to fay, There fhall be no ftrong rod to be a fceptre to rule ; but 
let men be as are the fijhes of the fea, where the greater devour the 
lefler. Note, This is a lamentation, and Jhall be for a lamentation. 
The prophet was bidden, ver. 1 . to take zip a lamentation, and 
having done fo he leaves it to be made ufe of by others. // is d 
lamentation to us of this age, and the defolations continuing long, 
it Jhall be for a lamentation to thofe that fhall corne after us ; the 
child unborn will rue the deftrudtion made of Judah and Jerufa- 
lem by the prefent judgments. They were a great while in 
coming, the bow was long in the drawing, but now they are 
come they will continue, and the fad effects of them will be 
entailed upon pofterity. Note, Thofe who fill up the meafure 
of their fathers fins are laying up in ftore for their chil- 
drens forrows, and furnifhing them with matter for la- 
mentation ; and nothing is more fo than the overthrow of 

■ 

government. 



CHAP. 




this chapter, (1.) The prophet is confulted by fou:e of the elders 
of Ifrael, vef. 1. (2.) He is inftrucled by his God what anftver 
to give them. He ?nufl, ( 1 .) Signify God's difpleafure' againft 
them, ver. 2, 3. And, (2.) He mujl Jhew them what jujl caufe 
he had for that difpleafure; by giving them a hi/lory of God's 

grateful dealings with their fathers, and their treacherous Jeal~ 
24 L * 4 ' ings 



Chap. XX. 



E Z E K 



s 



tngs with. God* (i.) In Egypt, ver. i* — 9. 
dernefs, ver. 10. — 26. (3.) In Canaan , ver. 27— .32. (• 
■tfzw/? denounce the judgments of God againft the?n, ver. 3 3 
(4.) ii? 7m£/? ^//i likewife what mercy God had in Jiore J or 
them, when he would bring a remnant of them to repentance, re- 
e/lablijh them in their own land, and fet up his fan&uary among 
them again, ver. 37 — 44. (5.) Here is another word dropped 
towards ferufalein, which is explained and enlarged upon in the 
next chapter, ver. 45 — 49. 



(2.) In 



zvil- 



the 

(3.) He 
36. 



A 



ND 



it came to pals in the feventh year, in 
the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, 
certain of the elders of Ifrael came 



that 



to enquire of 

the LORD, and fat before me. 2. Then 
the word of the LORD unto me, faying, 3. 

the elders of Ifrael, and 

GOD, Are ye 

come to enquire of me ? as I live, faith the Lord 
G 



of man 



unto them, 



fpeak unto 
Thus faith 



the Lord 



came 
Son 

fay 



O D, 



Wilt 



thou 

them 
fathers 



enquire 

I will not be enquired of by you. 4. ^ 
judge them, fon of man, wilt thou jud 
? caufe them to know the abominations of their 



Here is, r. The occafion of this meffage, which we have in 
this chapter. That fermon which we had, chap, xviii. was oc- 
cafioned by their prefumptuous reflections upon God ; this here 
was occafioned by their hypocritical enquiries after him. Each 
fhall have their own. This prophecy is exactly dated in the fe- 
venth year of the captivity, about two years after Ezekiel began 
to prophefy. God would have them to keep count how long 
their captivity lafted, that they might fee how the years went on 
towards their deliverance, tho' very flowly, certain of the el- 
ders of Ifrael came to enquire of the Lord, not ftatedly, as thofe 
chap. viii. 1. but, as it fhould feem, occafionally, and upon a 
particular emergency. Whether they were of thofe that were 
now in captivity, or elders lately come from Jerufalem, upon bu- 
finefs to Babylon, is not certain ; but by what the prophet faith 
to them, ver. 32. it fliould feem their enquiry was, whether now 
they were captives in Babylon, at a diftance from their own 
country, where they had not only no temple, but no fynagogue 
for the worfhip of God, it was not lawful for them, that they 
might ingratiate themfelves with their lords and mafters, to join 
with them in their worfhip, and do as the families of thefe coun- 
tries do, that fcrve wood and fio?ze. This matter was palliated as 
well as it would bear, like Naaman's indenting with Elifha, for 
leave to bow in the houfe of Rimmon, in compliment to the 
icing ; but we have reafon to fufpecl: that their enquiry drove at 
this. Note, Thofe hearts are wretchedly hardened that ask God 
leave to go on in fin, and that when they are fuffering for it. 
They came and fat very demurely, and with a fhew of devotion 
before the prophet, chap, xxxiii. 3 1. * 

2. The purport of this meflage. 

1 . They muft be made to know, that God is angry with them, 
he takes it as an affront that they are come to enquire of him, 
when they are refplved to go on Hill in their trefpaffes. As I 
live, faith the Lord God, I will not be enquired of by you, ver. 3. 
Their fhews of devotion fhall neither be acceptable to God, nor 
advantageous to themfelves. God will not take notice of their 
enquiries, nor give them any fatisfadtory anfwers. Note, An 
hypocritical attendance on God and his ordinances, is fo far from 
being pleafing to him, that it is provoking. 

2. They muft be made to know that God is juftly angry 
with them, ver. 4. Wilt thou judge them, fon of man, wilt thou 
judge them ? 'Thou art a prophet, furely thou wilt not plead for 
them, as an interceffor with God ; but furely thou wilt pafs fcn- 
te?ice on them, as a judge for God. See, I have fet thee over the 
?iation, wilt thou not declare to them the judgments of the 
Lord ? Caufe them therefore to know the abominations of their fa- 
thers ; fo the orders run now, as before, chap. xvi. 2. he muft 
caufe them to know their czun abominations. Tho' their own abo- 
minations were fufficient to jufttfy God in the fevereft of his pro- 
ceedings againft them, yet it would be of ufe for them, to know 
the abominations of their fathers ; that they might fee what a 
righteous thing it was with God now at laft to cut them off from 
being a people, who from the firft were fuch a provoking 
people. 



«{f And fay 
GOD, In the 



unto them, Thus faith the Lord 
day when I chofe Ifrael, and lifted 
up mine hand unto the feed of the houfe of Jacob, 
and made my felf known unto them in the land of 
Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, 

I am the Lord vour God* 6. In the 



ing, 1 am 
I lifted up mine 
forth of the land 



your *j 
hand unto 



fay- 
tbat 



day 

them, to bring them 
of Egypt, into a land that I had 



efpied for them, flowing wich milk and honey, which 
the story of all lands : 



7. Then faid 1 unto them, 
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Chap.. XX, 



Caft 



eyes, 
Egypt 



ye away every 
and defile not 



man the abominations ^f~T 
your felves with, the idoto ^ 
LORD your God. 8 . But u° 
rebelled againft me, and would not hearken unto 
they did not every man caft away the abomin ^ 
of their eyes, neither did they forfake the idol^ 
Egypt: then I faid, I will pour out. my f u 
them, to accomplifh my anger againft U1JCU1 

But I wrought fa 

my names fake, that it fliould not be polluted h 
fore the heathen, among whom they were, in w h f* 
fight I made my felf known unto them, in brine 
them forth out of the land of Egypt. ^ In S 



I 



am 



the 



* — , - - - ^ ^ 

midft of the land of Egypt. 9 

that it fliould 



of 

them in 



The hiftory of the ingratitude and rebel Hon of the peon] 
Ifrael here begins as early as thejr beginning $ fo doth the h 
ftory of man's apofta fy from his Maker. No fooner have 
read the ftory of our firft parents creation, but immediately ^ 
meet with that of their rebellion ; fo we fee hire it was w^K 
Ifrael ; a people defigned to reprefent the body of mankind h ? 
in their dealings with God, and his with them. Here is * 

1. The gracious purpofes of God's law concerning Ifrael" 
Egypt, where they were bond-flaves to Pharaoh. Be it fyohn 
be it written, to the immortal honour of free grace, that then 
and there (1.) He chofe Ifrael to be a peculiar people to him* 
felf, tho* their condition was bad, and their character worfe 
that he might have the honour of mending both. He therefor^ 
chofe them becaufe they were the feed of the houfe of Jacob, the 
pofterity of that prince with God, that he might keep the oath 
which he had fworn unto their fathers, Deut. vii. 7, 8. ( 2 .) He 
made himfelf known to them, by his name Jehovah, a new name 
Exod. vi. 3. when by reafon of their fervitude they had almoft 
loft the knowledge of that name, by which he was known to 
their fathers, God almighty. Note, As the foundation of our 
bleffednefs is laid in God's chufing us, fo the firft ftep towards 
it is God's making himfelf known to us. And whatever diftance 
we are at, whatever diftrefs we are in, he that made himfelf 
known to Ifrael even in the land of Egypt, can find us out, and 
follow us with the gracious difcoveries and manifeftations of his 
favour. (3.) He made over himfelf to them as their God in 
covenant. I lift up my hand unto them, faying it and confirm- 
ing it with an oath, I am the Lord your God, to whom you are 
to pay your homage, and from whom and in whom you are to 
expect your blifs. (4.) He promifed to bring them out of Egypt, 
and made good what he promifed. He lifted up his handy I e. 
he fware unto them that he would deliver them ; and they be- 
ing very unworthy, and their deliverance very unlikely, it was 
requifite the promife of it fhould be confirmed by an oath. Or, 
he lifted up his hand, i. e. he put forth his almighty power to 
do it ; he did it with an out-Jlretched arm, Pfa). exxxvi. n. 
(5.) He affured them that he would put them in poflefiionof the 
land of Canaan. He therefore brought them out of Egypt, thai 
he ?night bring them into a land that he had fpied out for them \ a 
fecond garden of Eden, which was the glory of all lands ; fo he 
found it, the climate temperate, the foil fruitful, the fituation 
pleafant, and every thing agreeable, Deut. viii. 7, and tr, 12. 
However fo he made it, by fetting up his fancliuary in it. 

2. The reafonable commands he gave them, and the eafy 
conditions of his covenant with them at that time; having told 
them what they might expect from him, he next tells them 
what was all he expected from them ; it was no more but this, 
ver. 7. Cajl ye away every ma?t his images that he ufeth for 
worfhip, that are the adorations, but fhould be the abominations 
of his eyes. Let him abominate them, and put them out of his 
fight, and defile not your felves with the idols of Egypt, which it 
feems many of them were fond of; the golden calf was one of 
them. It was juft, and what might reafonably be expected, that 
being delivered from the Egyptian flavery they fhould quit the 
Egyptian idolatry ; efpecially when God at bringing them out 
executed judgment upon the gods of Egypt, Num. xxxiii. 4- 
thereby (hewed himfelf above them. And whatever other -idols 
they might have an inclination to, one would think they ftoula 
have a rooted ^verfion to the gods of Egypt, for Egypt's fake, 
which had been to them a houfe of bondage : Yet it feems they 
needed this caution, and it is backed with a good reafon,/** 
the Lord your God, who neither need an affiftant, nor will ad- 
mit a rival. ( 

3. Their unreafonable difobedience to thefe commands, 0 
which God might juftly have cut them off as foon as ever tliey 



1 

c 

t 



Ver. 8. They rebelled againji God 

epts, 

fhook off their allegiance, and, in effect, told him they would 



were formed into a people, 
not only refufed to comply 



but 



with his particular precepts, 



at liberty to worfhip what god they pleafed : And even t 
when God came down to deliver them, and fent Mofes ■ 
purpofe, yet they would not forfake the idols of Epp* 
perhaps made them fpeak fo affectionately of the onions v 
Num. xi. 5.' for among other things the Egyptians war i ipp^ 
an onion. It was ftrange that all the plagues of Egypt wou p of 

prevail to cure them of their affection to the idols of EgW* ^ 
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Chap. XX. 




Cad faid he would pour out his fury upon them, even while 
?*' were yet in *fc °f the l * nd tfBgffi*- might he 

T'd L et them die with the Egyptians. This magnifies the 
have UI ^Q 0( j> s g 0 odnefs, that he was pleafed to work fo great a 
r ' c ^^ f or them, even then when he faw them ripe for ruin: 
^n'might Mofes tell them, It is not for your righieoufnefs, 



^ eUt 'The wonderful deliverance which God Wrought for them 
4 * " Tho' they forfeited the favour while it was in 



•1 



and when God would have healed them? then their 

Hof. vii. i. yet mercy rejoiced againjl 



t 

v 



♦ _ 



^otwithftanding 

the beftowing, s 
. . > (v w as difcovered, 

m ™ and God did what he defigned, purely for his own 

9 When nothing in us will furhifh him with 

he furnifheth himfelf with one. God 
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\1 



, rcafon for his favours, 

de himfelf known to them in the fight of the heathen, when he 
*dered Mofes publickly to fay to Pharaoh, Ifrael is my fon, my 
%R-born let them go, that they may ferve me. Now if he fhould 
f ve left' them to perifh for their wickednefs, as they deferved, 
g^yptians would have reflected upon him for it, and his 



the 
name 

and fhall be io 
corrupt, becaufe God will fecure his own honour 



would have been polluted, which ought to be fandlified, 

Note, The church is fecured, even when it is 



.1 



io. f Wherefo 
of the land of Egypt, 
wildernefs. zi. And I 



I caufed them to 

brought 



and 



gave them my 
ftewed them my judgments, which if z 

even live in them. 12. Moreover alfo, 

fabbaths, to be a fign between 



g° 
them 



forth 



out 
into the 



rt 1 



ftatutes, and 



fhall 



man do, 
lfo, I 



he 



gave 
me and 



> > 



rt." 
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them my 

them, that they might know that I am the LORD 
that fan&ify them. 13. But the houie of Ifrael re- 
belled againft me in the wildernefs : they walked not 

ftatutes, and they defpifed my judgments, 
a man do* he fhall even live in them ; and 
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m my 
which if 

my fabbaths they greatly polluted: then I faid I 
would pour out my fury upon them in the wildernefs 
to confume them. 14. But I wrought for my names 
fake, that it fhould not 
then, in whofe 
alfo I lifted 



it • 



nefs, that I 



up my 
would 



be polluted before the hea- 

fight I brought them out. 15. Yet 

hand unto them in the wilder- 



not 



which 



I had given them, 
which is the 



bring 
flowing 



them 



into the land 
with milk and ho- 



ney, wmcn ts tne glory of all lands : 
they defpifed my judgments, and walked 

but 



ftatute?, 
went after 



polluted my 
their idols. 



fpared 
make 



fabbaths : - for 
17. Neverthelefs, 



16. Becaufe 
not in my 
their heart 



eye 
did I 



1 



mine 

them from deftroying them, neither 
an end of them in the wildernefs. 18. But I 
faid unto their children in the 
not in the ftatutes of 
their judgments, 
idols. 



wildernefs, Walk ye 
your fathers, neither obferve 
nor defile vour felves 



19. 1 am the LUKD your t^roa \ wane in 

my ftatutes, and keep my commandments and do them : 

20. And hallow my fabbaths ; 

fign between me and you, 

am the LORD your 

the children rebelled againft me: 

my ftacutes, neither kept my judgments to 
which ~ " 



your 

LORD 



with their 



God 



walk 



that 



God. 



and they fhall be a 
ye may know that I 
2 1 . Notwithftanding 
they walked not 

do 



in 
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if 



a man do, 
they polluted my fabbaths 
pour out 



he fhall 



even 
then I 



live 
faid 



in 
I 



them, 
them ; 



would 



1 



my fury 
anger againft them 
thelcfs 1 



upon 
in the 



them, to accomplifh my 
wildernefs. 22. Never- 



and 



wrought 



for 



my 
the 
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1 



u 
it 



withdrew mine hand, 
names fake, that it fhould not be 
fight of the heathen, 
forth. 23 , I lifted up mine 

the wildernefs, that I would fcatter them among 
heathen, and difperfe them through the countries ; 
H» Becaufe they had not executed my judgments, but 
had defpifed my ftatutes, and had 
fe aths, and their 



polluted in 

in whofe fight I brought them 

hand unto them alfo in 

the 



v g° od > 
in that 



I 



eyes were 
save them 



alfo ftatutes that were 



polluted my fab- 
_ after their fathers idols. 

2 5. Wherefore 

not **nnH i„a — .«u 0 ..u„ fk^.r fhould not 

own gifts, 

they caufed to pafs through the fire all 
.^peneth the womb, that I might make them defo- 
J te > to the end a thaE they might know that I am 

h lor d. 



and judgments whereby 
And I polluted them in 



they 
their 



that 



The hiftory of the ftruggles between the fins of Ifrael, by 
ten they endeavoured to ruin themfelves, and the mercies of 
1 > hy which he endeavoured to fave them and make them 
a PPy> is here continued : And the inftances of that llrugg[i 



e in 



thefe verfes have reference to what pafled between God and them 
in the wildernefs, in which God honoured himfelf arid they Jhanfr 
ed themfelves. The ftory of Ifrael in the wildernefs is referred 
to in the New Teftament, 1 Cor. x. and HeL iii. as well as 

:ians ; and therefore we 
Obferve, 



s 



often in the Old, for warning to u 
are particularly concerned in thefe verfes 

1. The great things God did for them, which he puts -then! 
in mind of, not as grudging them his favours, but to fhew how 
ungrateful they had been. And we fay, if you call a man un- 
grateful you can call him no worfe. It was a great favour^ 
(1.) That God brought them forth out of Egypt, ver. 10. Tho 15 
as it follows, he brought them into the wildernefs, and not into 
Canaan prefently. ^ It is better to be at liberty in a wildernefs 
than bond-flaves in a land of plenty 5 to enjoy God and our 
felves in folitude, than to lofe both in a crowd ; yet there were 
many of them who had fuch bafe fervile fpirits as not to un- 
derftand this ; but when they met with the difficulties of a de« 
fart, wiflied themfelves in Egypt again. (2.) That he gave them 
the law upon mount Sinai, ver. ii. not only inflrucled theni 
concerning good and evil, but by his authority bound them from 
the evil and to the good. He gave them his ftatutes, and a va- 
luable gift it was : Mofes commanded them a law that zvas the 
inheritance of the congregation of Ifrael, Deut. xxxiii. 4. God 
made them to knozv his judgments ; not only enafted laws for 
them, but fhewed them the reafonablenefs and equity of thofe 
laws; with what judgment they were formed. The laws he 
gave them they were encouraged to obferve and obey ; for if d 
man do them he fhall even live in them ; i. e. In keeping of God's 
commandments there is abundance of comfort, and a great re- 
ward. Chrift faith, If thou zvilt enter into life^ and enjoy it* 
keep the co?nmandments. Tho' they who are moft flrifi: in the! 
obedience are thus far unprofitable fervants, that they do no more 
than is their duty to do, yet it is thus richly recompenfed ; This 
do, and thou fh alt live. The Chaldee faith, He fhall live an eter- 
nal life in them. St Paul quotes this, Gal. iii. 12. to fhew that 
the law is not of faith, but propofeth life upon condition of 

are not capable to perform, and 
to the grace of the gofpel, with- 
(3.) That he revived the ancient 
which was loft and forgotten while 
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perfect obedience \ which we 
.therefore muft have recourfe 
out which v/e are all undone, 
inftitution of the fabbath-day, 

they were bond-flaves in Egypt: For their task-mafters there 
would by no means allow them to reft one day in feven. In the 
wildernefs indeed every day was a day of reft 5 for what need 
had they to labour who lived upon manna, and whofe raiment 
waxed not old ; but one day in feven muft be a holy reft;, 
ver. 1 2. / gave them ?ny fabbaths to be a fign between ms and 
them. The inftitution of the fabbath was a fign of God's good 
will to them, and thejr obfervance of it a iign of their regard to 
him 1 that they might know that 1 am the Lord that fctnclify them. 
By this God made it to appear he had diftingwifhed them from 
the reft of the world, and deHgned to model them for a peculiar 
people to himfelf; and by their attendance on God in folemn 
aflemblies on fabbath-days, they were made to increafe in the 
knowledge of God, in an experimental knowledge of the powers 
and pleafures of his fanclifying grace. Note, x. Sabbaths are 
privileges, and are fo to be accounted : The church acknow- 
ledged it as a great favour, in that chapter which is parallel to 
this, and feems to have a reference to this, Neh. ix. 14, Thoz: 
made/I known unto them thy holy fabbaths. ^ 
it is a fign men have a fenfe of religion, and there is fome good 
correfpondence between them and God, while they make con- 
fcience of keeping holy the fabbath-day. 3, Sabbaths if duly 
fanclified are the means of our fan£tification : If we do the duty 

fhall find to our comfort, it is the Lord that 

happy here, and pre- 



2. Sabbaths are figns ; 



of the day, we 
fanclifies us ; m 

pares us to be happy, that is perfectly holy hereafter. 

2. Their difobedient, undutiful carriage towards God, 
which he might juftly have thrown them out of 
foon as he had taken them into covenant, ver. 1 3 



for 



covenant, as 
they rebelled 
much mercy 
and were in 



en 



in the wildernefs. There where they received fo 
from God, and had fuch a dependence upon him, 
their way to Canaan, yet there they broke out in many op 
rebellions againft the God that led them, and fed them. They 
did not only not zualk in God's flatutes, but they defpifed his judg-* 
ments as not worth obferving; inftead of fancltfying the fabbaths 
they polluted them ; greatly polluted them ^ one gathered fticks, 
many went out to gather manna, on this day. Hereupon God 
was ready fometimes to cut them off; he faid more than oncer 
he would confume them in the wildernefs ; but Mofes interceded, 
fo did God's own mercy more powerfully, and moft of all a con- 
cern for his own glory, that his name might ?iot be polluted and 
profaned among the heathen, ver. 14. that the Egyptians might: 
not fay, either for mifchief he brought them thus far, or he was 
not able to bring them any further ; or he had no fuch good 
land as was talked of to bring them to, Exod. xxxii. 12. Num. 
xiy. 13. Note, God's ftrongeft rcafons for his fparing mercy 
are thofe which are fetched from his own glory. 

3. God's determination to cut off that generation of them in: 
the wildernefs. He that lifted up his hand for them, ver. 6 9 
now lifts up his hand agahifi them ; that then by an oath con - 
firmed his promife to hring them out of Egypt, now by an oath 

confirmed 



U 



» % 



Chap, XX. 




confirmed his threatning that he would not bring them into Ca- 
naan, ver. 15, 1 6. J lifted up my hand unto them, faying, As 
truly as I live, thefe men which have tempted me thefe ten times, 
Jhall never fee the land which I fware unto their fathers, Num. 
xvi. 21. Pfal. xcv. 11. By their contempt of God's Jaws, and 
particularly of his fabbaths, they put a bar in their own door 5 
and that which was at the bottom of their difobedience to God, 
and their negle£t of his inftitutions, was a fecret affeftion to the 
gods of Egypt ; their heart went after their idols. Note, The 
bias of the mind towards the world and the flefli, the money and 
the belly, thofe two great objects of fpiritual idolatry, is the 
root of bitternefs, from which fp rings all difobedience to the di- 
vine law : The heart that goes after thofe idols defpifeth God's 
judgments. 



- — v, ™ defpifed rtllQ _ 

gave them Jlatutes and judgments that were not good 2 ?°/ e 
they Jhould not live, ver. 25. By which feems to 'be 

lifhed thpm txrkn- * L _ me *nt 



feveral ways by which God punifhed them while thev ^ ^ 
wildemefs, the plague that broke in upon them, the i r in * e 
and the like 5 which, in allufion to the law they had h Y i pent > 
called judgments, ' becaufe inflicted by the juftice of p *' Sttc 
Jlatutes, becaufe he gave orders concerning them • anc j ^ N 
defolations, as fometimes he had commanded delivera^'***^ 
«PP°™ted Ifrael's plagues as he had done the places ^ and 
When God faid / tsiUI confume them in a moment nL g ^ 
when he faid take the heads of the people, and' hanjT if Vh 2)% 

Numb. XXV. JL. when he rhreafnprl th^ m ^ ° *W1ft Up } 



tn 



m obliged them to fay Amen to every curfe, Deut. xxvV l]i 

4. The refervation of a feed that fhould be admitted upon a new J Then he gave them judgments by which they Jhould not r^^' 1 ^ 

ial, and the inftru&ions given to that feed, ver. 17 • Tho' they I is implied than is expreffed, they are judgments bv T* ' 

thusde/erved ruin, and were doomed to it, yet mine eye fpared them. J fhould die. Thofe that will not be bound by the pr 

When he looked upon them he had a compaffion for them, and law, fhall be bound by the fentence of it; for one °^ ^ 

did not make an end of them, but reprieved them till a new gene- | the word of God will take hold of men. I a a y or other 

ration was reared. 



Note, It is owing purely to the mercy of Gbd 
that he has not long ago made an end of us. This new generation 
is well educated ; Mofesin Deuteronomy reported and enforced the 
laws which had been given to thofe that came out of Egypt, 
that their children might have them as it were founding in their 
ears afrefh, when they entered Canaan. Ver. 18. 1 faid unto their 
children in the wildemefs, in the plains of Moab, walk in the ftatutes 
of your God, and walk ?iot in the Jlatutes of your fathers ; do not 
imitate their fuperftitious ufages, nor retain their foolilh wicked 
cuftoms : Away with their* vain converfation, which has nothing 
elfe to fay for itfelf, but that it was received by the tradition of your 
fathers, 1 Pet. i. 1 8. Defile not your J elves with their idols? for 
you fee how odious they rendred themfelves to God by them. 
But keep ??iy judgments * and hallow my fabbaths, ver. 19, 20. Note, 
If parents be carelefs, and do not give their children good inftruc- 
tions as they ought, the children ought to make up the want by 
fiudying the word of God fo much the more carefully and diligently 
themfelves when they grow up. And the bad examples of parenrs 
muft be made ufe of by their children for admonition, and not for 
imitation. 

5. Therevoltof the next generation from God, by which they 
alfo made themfelves obnoxious to the wrath of God. Ver. 21. 
The children rebelled againft me too. And the fame that was faid of 
the fathers rebellion is here faid of the childrens, for they were a 
feed of evil-doers ; Mofes told them he knew their rebellion and 
their Jl iff neck, Deut. xxxi. 27. And Deut. ix. 24. Tou have been 
rebellious againft the Lord from the day that I knew you. They walked 
not in my Jlatutes, ver. zi. Nay, they defpifed my Jlatutes, ver. 25. 
They who difobey God's ftatutes defpife them, they {hew that they 
have a mean opinion of them, and of him whofe ftatutes they are. 
They polluted Gods fabbaths, as their fathers. Note, The profa- 
nation of the fabbath-day is an inlet to all impiety 5 thofe who 
pollute holy time will keep nothing pure. It was faid of the fathers, 
ver. 1 6. that their heart went after their idols 5 they worfhipped 
idols becaufe they had an affection for them : It is faid of the chil- 
dren, ver. 24,. that their eyes went after their fathers idols \ they 
were grown atheiftical, and had no affection for any gods at all, 
but they worfhipped their fathers idols becaufe they were their fathers, 
and they had them before their eyes ; they were ufed to them : And 
if they muft have gods, they would have fuch as they could fee, fuch 
as they could manage. And that which aggravated their difobe- 
dience to God's ftatutes was, that if they had done them, they ?night 
have lived in them, ver. 21. might have been a happy thriving 
people. Note, They that go contrary to their duty, go contrary 
to their intereft ; they will not obey, will not come to Chrift that 
they may have life, Job, v. 40. And it is therefore juft that they 
who will not live and flourifh as they might in their obedience, 
fhould die and perifh in their difobedience. Now the great inftance 
of that generation's rebellion, and inclination to idolatry, was the 
iniquity of Pear, as that of their fathers was the golden calf then 
the anger of the Lord was kindled againft Ifrael, Num,b. xxv. 3. 
Then there was a plague in the congregation of the Lord, which 
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the word of God will take hold of men, Zecb. i. 6. 
Spiritual judgments are the mod dreadful j and 



puniflicd them with ; the Jlatutes and judgments which th £ Goti 
obferved .in the wor/hip of their idols were not W and' ka 
fmg them they could not live; and God gave them up toSf^' 
made their fin to be their punifliment j gave them un to J he 
mind, as he did the Gentile idolaters, Rom. i 24, 26 X re P rtb «t 
up to their own hearts hifts, Pfal. lxxxi. 12. PunifcedT ^ 
thofe fuperftitious cuftoms which were againft the written if* 
giving them up to thofe that were againft the very light a „j 7' ^ 
nature : He left them to themfelves to be guilty of the mnft- f 
idolatries, as in the worfhip of Baal-peor ; he polluted th 
he permitted them to pollute themfelves in their own vifu ?' ? 

And Of the moft harhamuc Mnlaf r \~* n$ J } 1 _ ver - ». 
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ufed 



(which 



God challenged a particular propriety in, the firjl-born of th r 
Jhalt thou give unto me) to pafs through the fire, I e. to be kl t\ 
to their idols ; that thus he might make them defolate, not on1« 7k. 
he might juftly do it^but that he might do it by their own ant 
for this muft needs be a great weakning to their familie" an J ' 
diminution of the honour and ftrength of their country ' 
God fometimes makes fin to be its own punifliment, and vet hZl 
the author of fin ; and there needs no more to make men mif 
rable than to give them up to their own vile appetites and paffiom 
Let them be put into the hand of their own counfek Jd W 
will rum themfelves, and make themfelves defolate. And thus Gol 
makes them know that he is the Lord, and that he is a rkhtm 
God which they themfelves will be compelled to own, when thev 
fee how much their, wilful tran fgreffions contribute to their own 
defolations. Note, Thofe who will not acknowledge God as the 
Lord their ruler, fliall be made to acknowledge him as the Lord 
their judge, when it is too late. 



27 «[ Therefore fon of man, fpeak unto the houfe 
of Ifrael, and fay unco them, Thus faith the Lord GOD, 
Yet in this your fathers have blafphemed me, in that 
they have committed a trefpafs. againft me. 28. For 
when I had brought them into the land, for the 
which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then 
they faw every high hill, and all the thick trees, 
they offered there 



their facrifices, and there they pre- 
fented the provocation of their offering : there alfo they 
made their fweet favour, and poured out there their 



drink-offerings, 
hieh 



the 

thereof is 



place 
called 



and poured out 
Then I faid unto them, Whan* 

so ? and the 



29. 

whereunto 



ye _ 

Bamah unto this 



name 
Where- 
the 



day. 30 

fore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith 
Lord GOD, Are ye polluted after the manner of 
your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their 
abominations? qr. 



3 1 - For when ye otter your w . 

if it had not been feafonably flayed by Phineas's zeal had cut them J when ye make your fons to pafs throuoh the fire, ye 

pollute your felves with all your idols even unto this 

and fhall I be enauirp.d of hu vmi O houfe of 



gifts, 



^^^^ 

all off ; and yet they owned in Jofhua's time, we are not cleanfed 
from that iniquity unto this day, Jofh. xxii. 17. Pfal. cvi. 29. Then 

it was that God faid he would pour out his fury upon them, ver. 2 1 . 



I 

9 



That he lifted up his ha?id unto them in the wildemefs, when they 
were a fecond time juft ready to enter Canaan, that he would fatter 
them among the heathen. This very thing he faid to them by Mo- 
fes in his parting fong, Deut. xxxli. 20. Becaufe they provoked 
him to jealoujy with fir ange gods, he faid, I will hide my face from 
them m , and ver. 26, 27. he faid, / would fatter them into corners, 
were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy ; which explains 
this here, ver. 21, 22. I faid 1 'would pour out my fury upon them, 
but / withdrew my hand for my name's fake. Note, When the 
corruptions of the vifible church are fuch, and fo provoking that 
-we have reafon to fear its total extirpation, yet then we may be 
confident of this to our comfort, that God will fecure his own 



day 

Ifrael ? 



As I 



be enquired of by you, 
live, faith the Lord GOD, I will not 

32. And that which cometh 
into your mind, ihall not *t all tKar f*v. We 

will be as the heathen, as 



be enquired of by you. 

mind, fhall 



the 

tries, to ferve wood and ftone. 



not be at all, that ye fay, 

families of the coun- 
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honour, by making good his purpofe 
he will have a church in it. 



that while the world ftands 



6. The judgments of God upon them for their rebellion. They 

1 Jlatutes and judgments by which God pre- 



Here the prophet goes on with the flory of their rebellions, for | 
their further humiliation, and fliews, § 

1. That they had perfifted in them after they were fettled in t)jf | 
land of Canaan. Tho' God had fo many times tcftificd his du-£ 
pleafure againft their wicked courfes, yet in this, i. e. in the very g 
fame thing, your fathers have blafphemed ?ne, i. e. continued N| 
affront me, that they alfo have trefpajfed a trefpafs againft m ve ''| 
27. Note, It is a great aggravation of fin when men will not taP| 
warning by the mifchievous confequences of fin in thofe that hap^ 
gone before them; This is blafphcmiug God, it is fpeaking ^ r °f^l 



1 



2f 



.V- 




f his judgments, as if they were of no fignificancy, and 
fU !?enot worth regarding 



^ verC f Qod had made good his promife. / brought them into, the 
\ \ f T had fworn to give them. Tho' their unbelief and difo- 



( 




• had made the performance flow, and* much retarded it, 
bedien dTd not^^ the promife of noyie effect. They were often very 
V et l£ , . „ rilt 0 ff in the wildernefs, but a flep between them. and 



. u - n o- cut off in the wildernefs, but a flep between them. .and 
and° yet they came to Canaan at laft. Note, Even God's 
\ aets to heaven by hell-gates ; fo many are their tranfgreflions, 
\{oftrong their corruptions, that it is a miracle of mercy they 
h doV at laft > as hypocrites go to hell by heaven-gates. The 
^btcous fcarcely are fctved — Per tot difcrimiua rerum tendimus ad 

r ! m. 

) They had broken his precept by their abominable idolatries. 
r & had appointed them todeftroy all the monuments of idolatry, 
It they might not be tempted to defert his fandtuary ; but inftead 
^defacing them they fell in love with them, and when they faiu 
°* fab hiU^ whence they had the moft delightful profpe&s, and 
il ^Qthkk trees? where they had the moft delightful {hades, the 



near 
£ ruin 



I' 



:* > 



form 
the 



the latter to conceal 



er to fhew forth their pompous idolat 
jr fliameful ones ; there they offered their facrifices, and made their 



f ?t favour* which fhould have been prefented upon God's altar 
!v There they prefented the provocation of their offering? ver. 28. 
• p their offerings, which, inftead of pacifying God or pleafing 



1 



. f 



admonitions that were given them, ver. 29. Then 1 to 
v fervants the prophets, told them where the high pi 
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him, were highly provoking ; facrifices^ which, tho' coftly, yet, 
bein 0, mlfpfaced, were an abomination to the Lord. 
[\ \ They obftinately perfifted herein, notwithftanding all the 

lW - * - — ~ : — Then 1 told them by 

ace was io 

'which they went ; nay, I put them upon confidering it, and asking 
their own conferences concerning it, by putting this queftion to 

rhem, Which is the high place tuhereunto you go? What do you find 
there that is fo inviting, that you will leave God's altars, where he 
requires your attendance, to frequent fuch places as he has forbidden 
to ivorfhip in ? Do you not know that thofe high places are of a 
Jieathenifh extraction, and that the things which the Gentiles facri- 
jiced they facrificed to devils, and not to God? Did not.Mofes 
tell you fo ? Deut. xxxii. 17. And will you have fellowjhip with 
devils? What is that high place to which you go, when: you turn your 
back on God's altars ? O foolijh Ifraelites, who or what has bewitched 
you? that you will forfake the fountain of life for broken citterns ? 
that worftlip which God appoints-and will accept, for. that which 
he forbids, which he abhors, and which he will avenge ? And yet 
the name is called Batnah unto -this day? i. e. they will : have their 
way, let God and his prophets fay what they pleafe to the con- 
trary : They arc wedded to their high places-, even in the beft 
reigns thofe were not taken away ; you could not prevail to take 
away the name of Bamah, the high place;, out of their, mouths, but 
jlill they would have that in the place of . their worfhip. The fin 
and the finner are hardly parted, ■ « 

. 2; That this generation after they were unfettled continued 
under the dominion of the fame corrupt inclinations to idolatry, 
wr. 30; He muft fay to the prefent houfe of Ifracl? fome of whofe 
elders were now fitting before him, Are ye polluted .after the ?nanner 
of your fathers ? After all that God hath faid. againft.you by a fuc- 
ceffion of prophets, and done againft you by a. Teries of judgments^ 
yet will you take no warning?: Will you ftill be as- bad as your 
fethers were, and commit the fame abominations ^ that they com- 
mitted? I fee you will; you have a mind to be at the old trade 
again; you offer your gifts in the high places, and you make your 
Jons topafs thro 9 the fire, either you actually do it, or do it in pur- 
"pofeand imagination, and fo you' continue ' isolate rs to this day. 
Thefe elders fcem how to have Been projecting a' coalition with the 
heathen ; their hearts they will referve for the God of Ifrael, but 
their knees they will be at liberty to bow : to the gods of the nations 
among whom they live, that they may :have. tlie-more refpecT:, and 
the fairer quarter among them. Now the prophet is here ordered 
to tell thofe who were forming this.fcheme, and .were for confound- 
the matter between God and Baal, that' .they fhould have no 
comfort or benefit by either; :(t!) They^flibuld have no benefit 
by their confuting in private 'with' the prophets .of .the Lord ; for 
hecaufe they were hearkning after 'idols God would have nothing 
to do with them. , . Ver. 31. As I live, faith the Lord God, I will 
not be enquired of by. you, what he . had faid before, ver. 3. having 
hrgely mewed .how ju ft it was 5 he here repeats as that whijeh he 
^ould abide by. l)ct them not think that they honoured him by 
their enquiries, nor cx peel: an anfwer of peace from him, as long 
j^ thcy continued, in love and league, with their idols. Note, 
- hofcreap «o benefit by their religion, that are not entire' and 
"Kcre in it ;" nor can we have : any comfortable communioa with 
l y . orci i"anccs of worftlip, ' unlefs we be inward, and upright 
J Vlth aim therein.. We make nothing of our profeflion, if it be 
^ aprofefiion.' Nay, (2 J They fliould have no benefit by their 
forming in pubUck to the praaice of their neighbours. Ver. 3 2. 

wt winch comes into your mind as a piece of refined politicks 
adv'M prefent difficu l c " junfture, .and which* you would.be 
be* 1 c t0 y our ovvn prefer vation, and 'tliat you may not,- by 
it '"g jugular, expofe yourfclves 'to' abufes, it Jhatt not be at all, 

the I* ' tUm t0 n0 account t(> y ou ' You fay, JVe will be as 
§tf )Cat0€n '> we will join with them in vvorfhipping' their gods, 

w the fame, time we do not believe them to be gods, But 
iNo, Ixviii, -- » i ' ? - . «• 



wood and Jl one, and then : we fhould be taken as the families of 
the countries, they will not know, or., in a little while v/ill have 
forgotten, that we are Jews, and will, allow us the fame privileges 
with their own .countrymen. .Tell them, faith God, that this 
projedl: fhall never profper." Either;, their neighbours will not 
admit them to join with them in their worfhip, or if they do 
will think, never the better but. the worfe pf tHem for it, and 
will look upon, them as diflemblers,. and not fit to be trufled, 
who are thus falfe to their God, and put. a cheat upon their 

Note, There is nothing got by finful compliances \ 
and the carnal projects of hypocrites, will ftand them in no ftead. 
It is only integrity and uprightnefs that will preferve men, and 
recommend . theni to . God and man* 



neighbours. 



out arm, 



faith the 



under 



am the 



33. % As I live, faith the Lord GOD, furely 
with a mighty hand, and with a ftretched out arm, 
and with, ..fury poured out, will I rule over you. 
34. And I will bring you out from the people, and 
will gather you out. of the countries wherein ye are 
fcattered, with a mighty hand, and with a ftretched 

and with fury poured our. 35. And I will 
bring you into the wildernefs of the people, and there 
will I plead, with you face to face. 36. Like as I 
pleaded with , your fathers in the wildernefs of the 
land of . Egypt, fo will I plead with you, 
Lord GOD. 37. And L will caufe you to pais 

the rod, and I will bring you into the bond 
pf the covenant. 38. Arid. I will purge out from 
among you the rebels, and them that tranfgrefs againfc 
me : I will bring them forth out of the country 
where they fojourn, and l they fhall ncc enter into the 
land of Ifr.ael, and ye fhall know that I 
LORD. 39. As for you, O houfe of Ifrael, thus 
faith the Lord .G O D, Go ye, ferve ye every one his 
idols, and hereafter aifa, if ye will not hearken unto 
me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with 
your gifts, and with your idols. 40. For in mine holy 
mountain, in the mountain of the height of Ifrael, 
faith the Lord GOD, there fhall all the houfe of 
Ifrael, all of them in the land ferve me: there will I 
accept them, and there will I require your offerings, 
and the firft-fruits of your oblations, with all your 
holy things. 41. I will accept you with your fweec 
favour, when I bring you out from the people^ and 
gather you out of • the countries wherein ye have 
been fcattered, and I will be fandtified in you before 
the heathen; : 42. And ye fhall know that I am the 
LOR D, when I fhall bring you into the land of 
Ifrael, into the" country for the which I lifted up 
mine hand to give it to your fathers. 43. Arid there 
fhall . ye remember your, ways, and all your doings 

ye have been defiled, and ye fhall lothe 

fmht, for ail vour evils 



wherein 

your, felves m your own light, for an your 
that ye have committed. 44. And ye fhall know that 
I am the LORD, when I have wrought with you 
for my names fake, not according to your wicked 
ways/ nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye 
houfe of Ifrael, faith the Lord GOD. 



The defign which was now on foot among the elders of 
Ifrael was, that the people .of Ifrae! being fcattered among the 
nations fhould lay afide all their peculiarities, and conform to 
thofe among whom they lived ; but God had told them the defign 
fhould not take effect, ver. 32. Now in thefe verfes he (hews 
particularly how. it fhould be fruftrated. They aimed at the 
?ningling of the families of Ifrael with the families of the countries : 

But it will prove in the iflue, 

1. That the wicked Ifraelites, notwithfianding their compli- 
ances, fhall not mingle with them in their profperitv, but lhall 
be diftinguifhed from them for deftruSion : for idolatrous Ifrae- 
lites, that are apoftates from God, fliall be fooner and forer pu- 
nifhed than idolatrous Babylonians that never knew the way of 
righteoufnefs. Read and tremble at the doom here paifed upon 
them 5 it is backed with an oath, not to be reverfed, As I live* 
faith the Lord God, ^ thus and thus will I deal .with you. They 
think to make both Jerufalem and Babylon their friends by ha!t- 
in°- between two... But God threatens that neither of them 



(hall ferve for a reft or refuge for them. 

; t. Babylon mall not protect, them, nor. any of . the. countries 
of the heathen^ for God will caft them out* of his protection, 
and then what' prince," what people, what place, can ferve to be 

d 
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cut arm, and with fury poured out will I rule over them, ver. 3 3- 
That power which fhould have been exerted for their protection, 
lhall be exerted for their deftruaion. Note, There is no ihaking 
off God's dominion, rule he will either with the golden fceptre 
or with the iron rod ; and they that will not yield to the power 
of his grace, fhall be made to fink under the power of his 
wrath. Now when God is angry with them, tho they may 
think they lhall be loft in the croud of the heathen among whom 
they are fcattered, they will be difappointed ; for, ver. 34- ^ 
will rather you out of the countries wherein you are fcattered ; as 
•when the rebels are difperfed in battle, thofe that have efcaped 
the fword of war are purfued and brbught together out of all 
the places, whither they were fcattered, to be punifhed by the 
fword of iullice. They lhall be brought into the wildernefs of 
the people, ver. 35. either into Babylon, which is called a wil- 
dernefs, chap. xix. 13. and the 'defer t of the fea, Ifa. XXu 1. 
or into fome place, which, tho' full of people, lhall be to them, 
as the wildernefs was to Ifrael, after they came out of Egypt, 
a place where God will plead with them face to face, as he 
pleaded with their fathers in the wildernefs of Egypt, ver. 36. 
where their carcafes lhall fall, and where he will fwear con- 
cerning them, that they fhall never return to Canaan, as he 
fware concerning their fathers, that they Ihould never come into 
Canaan; where he will avenge the breach of his law, with as 
much terror as he gave it in the wildernefs of Sinai. Note, God 
has a s;ood aftion againft apoftates, and will not only find time, 
but find a proper place too to plead with them in upon that 
aarion, a wildernefs even in the midft of the people for that 

purpofe. " _ - 

2. Ifrael fhall be no more able to protect them than Babylon 
could ; nor lhall their relation to God's people .Hand them in 
any more ftead for the other world, than their compliance with 
idolaters lhall for this world ; nor lhall they Hand in the congre- 
gation of the righteous, any more than in the congregation of evil- 
doers 5 for there will come a diflinguijhing day, when God will 
feparate between the precious and the vile : he will caufe them', 
as the Ihepherd caufeth his fheep, to pafs tinder the rod* when he 
tithes them, Lev. xxvii. 32. that he may mark Which is for 
God. God will take particular notice of each of them, one by 
one, as fheep are counted, and he will bring them into the bond of 
the covenant, ver. 37. /. e. he will try them, and judge pf 
them according to the tenor of the covenant, and the difference 
made between fome and others by the bleilings and curfes of the 
covenant. Or, it may refer to thofe among them that repented 
and reformed, he will caufe them to pafs under the rod of afflic- 
tion, and having done them good by it, he will bring them 
again into the bond of the covenant, will be to them a God in 
covenant, and ufe them again as heirs of promife. 

1. He will feparate the wicked from among them ; ver. 38. 
/ will purge out from among you the rebels, that have "been a grief 
and fcandal to you, and who have by, their rebellions brought 
all thefc calamities upon you : the judgments of .God lhall find 
them out, and their naming the name of Ifrael lhall be no Ihelter 
to them. They lhall be brought out of the countries where they 

fojourn, and fhall not have that reft in them which they pro- 
mifed themfelves. But they fhall not enter into the land of Ifrael^ 
nor enjoy the benefit of that reft which God . has promiled to 
his people. Note, Tho' godly people may fhare with wicked 
in the calamities of the world, yet wicked people lhall have no 
ftnre with the godly in the heavenly Canaan : but it lhall be part 
of the bleilednefs of that world, that they lhall be purged out 
from among them, the tares froni the wheat, the chaff from the 
corn, chap. xiii. 9. But wherever thefe idolaters of the houfe of 
Ifrael were contriving to worfhip both God and their idolsj 
thinking to pleafe both, God here protefts againft it, ver. 39. 
as Elijah had done in his name, If the Lord be God then follow 
him, but if Baal then follow him-, if you will ferve your idols 
do, and take what comes of it, but then do not pretend relation 
to God and a religious obfervance of him, nor pollute his holy 
na?ne with your gifts at his altar. Spiritual judgments are the 
foreft judgments : two of that kind of judgments are threatned in 
this verfe againft thofe that were for dividing between the God 
of Ifrael, and the gods of the nations, (i.) That they Ihould 
be given up to the fervice of their idols : to them he faith ironi- 
cal lv, Since you will not hearken unto me, Go ye, ferve every one 
his idols, now you think it will be for your intereft, and here- 
after alfa. You lhall go on in it, Ephraim is joined to idols, 
let him alone, let him take his courfe, and fee what he will get 
by it at laft. Note, They who think to ferve themfelves by fin, 
will find in the end, that they have but en/laved themfelves to 
fin. (2.) That they Ihould be cut off from the fervice of God, 
and communion with God j you Jball not pollute my holy name 
with your vain oblations, Ifa. u 1 1 . You bring your gifts in your 
hands, wherewith you pretend to honour me, but at the fame 
time you bring your idols in your hearts, and therefore you do 
but pollute me 3 which I will not fuffer any more, Amos v. 21, 22. 
Note, Thofe are juftly forbidden God's houfe, that profane his 
houfe. 

2. He will feparate them to himfelf again. (1.) He will gather 
the?n in mercy out of the countries whither they were fcattered, to 

be monuments of mercy, as the incorrigible were gathered to be 



loft 



veflels of wrath, ver. 41- Not one of God's jewels (hall k* 



uj Ifrael, wun-n ■ ««*« ^. ~ — — «*> — —*«•*# juwers • a j 

the difcontinuance of their pofleffion lhall be no def ea fan Ce , 
their right ; it is the land of Ifrael ftill, and thither God Jj 
bring them fafe again, ver. 42. (3.) He will re-eftablift J 



in the lumber of this world. (2.) He will bring them t Q t>r\ 

? : an. 
fence c 

rod vrjl 

will fet up his fan&uary in 1 



ordinances among them, 



mountain, which is here, called the mountain of the height of Jfaj 
for the mount Zion was none of the higheft mountains, y et 
temple there was one of. the bighcfl honours of Ifrael I t is e 
mifed, that they who preferved their integrity, and would 
ferve idols in other lands, lhall return to their profperity, and 
lhall ferve the true God in their own land. - 



not 



dll °f them m t i t 
Note, It is the true happinefs of a 



j ~ , -,- . people 

and a fure token for good to them, when there is a prevail^ 

difpofition in them to ferve God. Whereas God had forbiddea 
the idolaters to bring their gifts to his altar, of thefe he will U - 
quire offerings and firJI-fruits, and will accept them, ver. 40. Wh a " t 
he doth not require he will not accept, but what is done with a 
regard to his precepts, he will be well-pleafed with. He will 
accept them with their fweet favour^, or favour of rej} y jtr er . 4 , # 
as being very grateful to him, and what he takes a complacency 
in ; whereas to hypocritical worlhippers, he faith, / w ;n m 
fmell in your folemn affemblies. (4O He wiU S ive . the ^ true re. 
pentance for their fins, ver. 43- w ^n they find how gracU 
ous God is to them, they will be overcome with his kindnefs, 
and blufh to think of their ill carriage towards fo good a God. 
There, in my holy ?nountain, when you come to enjoy the pri- 
vileges of that again, there lhall ye remember your doings, wherein 
ye have: been defiled. Note, The more converfant we are with 
God's holinefs, the more we lhall fee of the odious nature of fin. 
There ye Jhall lot he your f elves in your own fight. Note, Inge- 
niious evangelical repentance makes people lothe themfelves for 
their fins, as Job xlii. 5, 6 - (5-) He will give them the know- 
ledge of himfelf: They Jhall know by experience, that he if the 
Lord-, that he is a God of almighty power, and inexhauftible 
goodriefs ; kind to his people, and faithful to his covenant with 
ih'em. Note, All the favours we receive from God ftould lead 
us into a more intimate acquaintance with him. (6.) He will 
do all this for his own name's fake, notwithftanding their unde- 
fervings, and ill-defervings, ver. 44. He has wrought withthtm, 
u e. wrought for them, wrought in favour of them, wrought in 
concurrence with them, they doing their endeavour, he has 
wrought with them purely for his na?ne y s fake. His reafons were 
all fetched from himfelf: had he dealt with them according to 
their wicked ways and their corrupt doings, tho 9 they were the 
better and founder part of the houfe of Ifrael, he had left them 
to be fcattered and loft with the reft ; but he recovered and re- 
ftored them for the fake of his own name, not only that it 
might not be polluted, ver. 14. but that he might be fanBijied in 
them before the heathen, ver. 41. that he might fanclify himfelf, 
fo the word is ; for it is God's work to glorify his own name. 
He will do well for his people, that he may have the glory 
of it; that he niay riianifeft himfelf to be a God pardoning fin, 
and fo keeping promife ; that this people may praife him, and 
that their neighbours- may likevvife take notice of him, as they 
did when God; turned again their captivity, Pfal. cxxvi 3. 
Then faid they among the heathen. The Lord has done great things 
for them. / 

« 

45. % Moreover, the word of the LORD came 
unto me, fayingi 46. Son of man, fet thy face toward 
the fouth, and drop thy word toward the fouch, and 
prophefy againft the foreft of the fouch-field * 47- A " d 
fay to the foreft of the fouth, Hear the word of the 
LORD, Thus faith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will 
kindle a fire in thee, and it fhall devour every green 
tree in theej and every dry tree : the flaming flame 
fhall not be quenched, and all faces , from the foutn 
to the north fhall be burnt therein. 48- And all 
flefh fhall fee that I the LORD have kindled it_: 



it 



fhall not be quenched. 49. Then faid I, AJ 
Lord GOD, they fay of me, Doth he not ipeaK 
parables ? 



We have here a prophecy of wrath againft Judah and Jeru- 
faleni, which fhould more fitly have begun the next chapter, 
than have concluded this $ for it has no dependence on what 
goes before, but that which follows in the beginning of the next 
chapter is the reddition or explication . of it* when the people 
complained, that this was a parable which they underftood not. 

In this parable, , , 

1 . It is a . fire/i that is ■prophefted again/I, the firtjt 0} «>' 
fouth-field, i. e. Judah and Jerufalem. Thefe lay fouth from » f 
by Ion, where Ezekiel how was, and therefore he is direaed 
fet bis face towards the fouth, ver. 4.6. to intimate to them, w 
God had fet his face againft them, was difpleafed with them, 
and determined to deftroy them. But tho' it be a meflage 01 

Wrath he has to deliver, he muft deliver it with mildne's a 

tenderneiS; 
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tendernefs,. 



he muft drop his word toward the fouth ; his doftrine 



_ 2. that peoples hearts might 

as' the earth by the river of God, which drops 
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mm* dijld 

^ Cures' of the wildernef 

mt/Zoxe efpecially calls for, Jo/h. xv. i 9 . Judah 
foutbf n * n ca , led fo r eft s , not only becaufe they had been 
jerufaiem * . of trees> faut becaufe they ha d been empty 

of people, w nQt in a foreft . and ^foreji is put 

° f m nf2n to a fruitful field, Ifa. xxxii 1 5 . They that fhould 
in opponu the y gar j en of the Lord, and his vineyard, were 
have been ^ aJ1 overgrown with briers and thorns : and 

- A are fo, that bring not forth the fruits of righteouf- 
r Hod's word prophefies againft. 

Tt is a fire kindled in his foreft, that is prophefied of, ver. 47. 
Judgments, which wafted and confamed both the city 
* i K country, fword, famine, peftilence, and captivity, are 
f-f 1 hvtls fire. (K) It is a fire of God's own kindling ; 
f mtindle a fire in thee; the breath of the Lord is not as a 
a but * * y?r««w */ brim/lone to fet it on fire, #2r. xxx. 33- 
tr that had been himfelf a proteaing fire about Jerufaiem, is 
H a confuming fire in it. All flejh Jh all fee by the fury of 
. . fire a nd the defolations it fliall make, efpecially when they 
are' it with the fins which had made them fuel for this fire, 
3t is the Lord that has kindled it, ver. 48. as a juft avenger 
of his own injured honour. (2.) This conflagration (halt be 
Leral' all orders and degrees of men fhall be devoured by it; 
voting and old, rich and poor, high and low 5 even green trees, 
which the fire doth not eafily faften upon, fliall be devoured by this 
fire- even good people fhall fome of them be involved 111 thefe 
calamities : and // this be done in the green tree, what {hall be done 
in the dry ? The dry trees fhall be as tinder and touch- wood to 
this fire. All faces, i. e. all that covers the face of the earth 
from the fouth of Canaan to the north, from Beerfheba to Dan 
lhall be burnt therein. (3.) The fire /ball not be quenched, no 
attempts to give check to the dtflblution fhall prevail. When 
God will ruin a nation, who or what can fave it ? 

Now obferve, 1. The peoples reflexion upon the prophet on 
occafion of this difcourfe. They faid, Doth he not fpeak parables ? 
,- Which was the language either of their ignorance or infidelity, 
• ; the plaineft truths were as parables to them ; or of their malice 
' and ill will to the prophet. Note, It is common for thofe, who 
will not be wrought upon by the word, to pick quarrels with it ; 
it is either too plain, or to9 obfeure ; too fine, or too homely ; 
too common, or too lingular ; fomething or other is amifs in it. 
(2.) The prophet's complaint of God. Ah, Lord God, they 
fay fo and fo of me. Note, It is a comfort to us, when 
;; people fpeak ill of us unjuftly, that we have a God to com- 
;1 plain to. 



Si 



CHAP. XXI. 



h In this chapter we have, 1 . An explication of the prophecy in the 
dofe of the foregoing chapter concerning the fire in the forej}, 
which the people complained they could not under/land, ver. 1 — -J. 
with directions to the prophet to /hew himfelf deeply affected with 
it, ver. 6, 7.. (2.) A further prediction of the fivord that was 
aming upon the land, by which all /hould be laid wafle ; and 
ibis expreffed very emphatically, ver. 8 — 17. (3-) profpeff 

abyloris approach in Jerufaiem, to which 
he ivas determined by divination, ver. 1 8 — 24. (4.) Sentence 
faffed upon Zedekiab king of Judah, ver. 25 — 27. (5.) The 
dejiruclion of the Ammonites by the fivord foretold, ver. 28—32. 
Thus is this chapter all threatning. 
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i. /V N D the word of the LORD came unto 

f\ me, faying, 2. Son of man, fet 
toward Jerufaiem, and drop thy word toward 
places, and prophefy againft the land of Ifrael, 
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T . w - - 4- Seeing then that 

I will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked, 
therefore fhall my fword go forth out of his ftieath 

againft all fl e fh from the fouth to the north : 5. That 
all flelh 
forth 



ing 
their 



Sigh 
of 



therefore, thou fon of man, with 



thy 



loyns 
And 



it 



may know that I the LORD have drawn 
my fword out of his fheath : it fhall. not return 
a ny more. 6. 
the break 

be fore mcir eyes. 7 

unto thee, Wherefore figheft thou ? that u.uu 
^nfwer, For the tidings, becaufe it cometh : and every 
he wt fliall melt, and all hands .fliall be feeble, . and 
ever y fpirit (hall faint, and all knees fhall be weak as 
^ er - behold, it cometh, and lhall be. brought to 
W»i faich. the" Lord. GO D. 



and with bitternefs figh 
fhall be when they fay 

thou fhalt 



The prophet, had faithfully delivered the meflage he was in- 
trufted with in the clofe of the foregoing chapter, in the terms 
wherein he received it, not daring to add his own comment upon 
it : but when he complained, that the people found fault with 
him for fpcak'mg parables, the word of the Lord came to him 
again, and gave him a key to that figurative difcourfe, that with 
it he might let the people into the meaning of it, and fo filence 
that objection. For all men fhall be rendred inexcufable at God's 
bar, and every mouth fhall be flopped. Note, He that /peaks 
with tongues fhould pray that he may interpret, 1 Cor. xiv. 13. 
When we fpeak to 1 people about their fouls, we lhould ftudy 
plainnefs, and exprefs our felves as we mav be beft underftood. 
Chrift expounded his parables to his difciples, Mark iv. 34. 

1. The prophet is here more plainly direfted againjl whom to 
level the arrow of this prophecy. He muft drop his word toward 
the holy places, ver. 2. towards Canaan the holy land, Jerufaiem 
the holy city, the temple the holy houfe. Thefe were highly 
dignified above other places, but when they polluted them, that 
word which ufed to drop in the holy places fhall now drop againjl 
them. Prophefy againjl the land of IfraeL It was the honour 
of Ifrael that it had prophets and prophecy, but thefe being de- 
fpifed by them are turned againft them. And juftly is Zion bat- 
tered with her own artillery, which ufed to be employed againft 
her adverfaries, feeing fhe knew not how to value it. 

2. He is inftru£led, and is to inftruft the people in the mean- 
ing of the fire that was threatned, to confume the forejl of the 

fouth : it iignified a fword drawn, the fword of war which fliould 
make the land del'olate ; ver. 3. Behold, I am againjl thee, O 
land of IfraeL There needs no more to make a people mife- 
rable than to have God againjl them ; for as if he be for us 
we need not fear whoever are againjl us, fo if he be agai?Jl us 
we cannot hope whoever are for us. And God's profeffing people, 
when they revolt from him, fet him againft them, who ufed to 
be for them. Was the fire' there of God's kindling? The fword 
here is his fivord, which he hath prepared, and which he will 
give commillion to; it is he that will draw it out of its /heath* 
where it had Iain quiet, and threatned no harm. Note, When 
the fword is unreached among the nations, God's hand muft be 
eyed and owned in it. Did the fire devour every green tree, and 
every dry tree ? The fword in like manner fhall cut off the righteous 
and the wicked ; good and bad were involved in the common 
calamities of the nation : the righteous were cut off from the land 
of Ifrael, when they were fent captives in Babylon, tho' perhaps 
few or none of them were cut oft" from the land of the living ; 
and it was a threatning omen to the land of Ifrael, that in the 
beginning of its troubles fuch excellent men as Daniel and his 
fellows, and Ezekiel, were cut off from it, and conveyed to Ba- 
bylon. But tho* the fword cut off the righteous and the wicked? 
for it devours one as well as another, 1 Sam. xi. 25. yet far be it 
from us to think that the righteous are as the wicked, Gen. xviiu 
25. No, God's graces and comforts make a great diiierence 
when his providence feems to make none. The good figs are 
fent into Babylon for their good, Jer. xxiv. 5,6. It is only in 
outward appearance that there is one event to the righteous and to 
the zvicked, Eccl. ix. 2. But it fpeaks the greatnefs of God's dif- 
pleafure againft the land of Ifrael: well might it be faid, bis eye 

/ball not fpare, when it fliall not fpare, no not the righteous in it. 
Since there are not righteous men enow to fave the land, to 
make , the juftice of God the more illuftrious, the few that are 
fhall fuffer with it, and God's mercy fhall make it up to them 
fome other way. Did the fire burn up all faces from the fouth 
to the north ? The fwprd fhall go forth againjl all Jle/h from the 

fouth to the north ; fhall go forth as God's fword with a com- 
miffion that cannot be contefted, with a force that cannot be 
refitted. Were all flelh made to know that God kindled the fire,* 
they fhall be made to know that he hath drawn forth the fword? 
ver. 5. And, laftly, fhall the fire that is kindled never be quenched? 
So when this fword of the Lord is drawn againft Judah and 
Jerufaiem, the fcabbard is thrown away, and it fhall never be 
Iheathed ; • it /hall not return any more, till it has made a full end. 

3. The prophet is ordered by expreflions of his own grief and 
concern for thefe calamities that were coming on, to try to make 
impreflions of the like upon the people. When he has delivered 
his meflage he muft figh, ver. 6. muft fetch many deep fighs, 

svith the breaking of bis, loins ; he muft figh as. if his heart would 
burft, Jigb with bitternefs, with other expreflions of bitter forrow, 
and this publickly in the fight of thofe to whom he delivered the 
foregoing meflage, that this might be a fermon to their eyes, as 
that was to their ears, and it was well if both would work upon 
them. The prophet muft Jigb, tho' it was painful to himfelf, and 
made his breaft fore ; and tho' it is probable the profane among 
the people would ridicule him for it, and call him a whining 
canting preacher. But if we be befide curfelves, it is to God, and if 
this be to be vile we zvill be yet more fo. Note, Minifters, if they 
would affe<X others, with tfae things they fpeak of, muft fliew that . 
they are themfelves in the greateft fincerity affefted with them , 
and muft fubmit to that which may create uneafinefs to them- 
felves, fo that it will promote.the ends of their miniftry. The 
people obferving the prophet- to "figh fo much, and feeing no vifible 
occafion for it, would ask;> Wherefore ftghejl thou? Thefe fighs 

have fome jnyftical meaning, let us know what it is 3 and he 

muft 



Chap. 




muft anfwer them, ver. 7. it is for the tidings? the heavy tidings 
that we fliall hear fhortly ; the tidings come, the judgments come 
Which we hear the tidings of, it cometh apace ; and then you will 
all figh ; nay, that will not ferve, every heart Jh all melt, and every 
fpirit fail-, 'your courage will all be gone, and you will have no 
encouraging confiderations to fupport yourfelvcs with : and when 
heart and fpirit fail, it will follow of courfe, that tf// hands will be 
feeble and unable to fight, and all knees will be weak as ivater, and 
unable to flee, or to flan d their ground. Thofe who have God 
for them, when flefli and heart fail, have him to be the flre?igth of 
their heart ; but thofe who have God againft them, have no cor- 
dial for a fainting fpirit, but are as Belfhazzer when his thoughts 
troubled him, Dan. v. 6. But fome people are worfe frightned 
than hart ; may not the cafe be fo here, and the event prove 
better than likely'? No, behold, it co?ncth, and Jhall be brought 
to pa/}. It is not a bug-bear that they are frightned with, but 
according to the fear fo is the wrath y and more grievous than is 
feared . 




8 



Again, the word of the LOR D came unto me, 
faying, 9. Son of man, prophefy and fay, Thus faith 
rhe LORD, Say, A fword, a fword is fharpened, 
nnd alio furbifhed. 10. Ic is fliarpened to make a 



10. 

fore (laughter, it is furbifhed that it may glitter: fhould 
v/z then make mirth ? it concemneth the rod of my fon, 
*?i every tree. ix. And he hath given it to be fur- 
bifhed, that it may be handled : the fword is fliarpened, 
and it is furbifhed to give into the hand of the flayer. 
12. Cry and howl, fon of man, for ic fhall be upon my 
people, ic fhall be upon, all 'the princes of Ifrae! : ter- 
rors, by reafon of the fword fhall be upon my people : 
finite therefore ucon tbv thish. 12. Becaufe it is a 



upon ttoy thign. 13. 
trial, and what if the fword contemn even the rod ?. it 
fhall be no more, faith the Lord GOD. 14. Thou 

and fmke thine hands 



fword of war my fon makes life of as a fword ofjuftj ce 
him all judgment is committed. It is made bright, ver * ? U ^. t0 
wrapped up, that it may be kept fafe; and clean^ and //* 
the /laughter, not as Goliah's fword : was wrapped up' ^^ T 
only for a memorial, 1 Sam. xxi. 9. a c ^l\ 

3. How the fword is dire die a \ and again ft whom it ' 
ver. 1 2. // Jhall be upon my people ; they fhall fall by this 1 ^ 
it is .repeated again, as that which is fea'ree credible tlT^' 
fword of the heathen' fhall be upon God's own people/ ft l ' H 
fhall. be upon all the princes of Ifracl ; their dignity a-nd n * 
princes fhall be no more their fecurity, than their profr/'^ 3s 
religion as princes of Ifraeh But if the fword be at any time°^ ^ 
God's people, have they not comfort within fufficient t ^ 
them againft every thing in it that is frightful ? Yes, the° 
while they carry themfelves as becomes' his people: but thef h* 
not done fo, and therefore t err or s by reafon of the fword ftfif 
upon thofe that call themfelves my people. . : Note, While 
men are quiet, not only from evil but from' the fear of it vvS 
men are difturbed not only with the fword but with tbt\err$ 
it, arifing from a confeience of their own guilt. This fvvord ^ 
directed particularly againfl the great ?nen, for they had been 
greateft Iinners among them 5 they- had altogether broken the ,4 
and burfl the bonds, Jer. v. 5. and therefore with them in a f ' 
cial manner God's controverfy is who had been the rin^-lead** 
in fin. The fword of the fain .is - the fword of the great 
that are fain, ver. 1 4. Tho' they have furnifhed themfelves with 
places of retirement, places of concealment, where they jj attt 
themfelves with hopes that they fhall be fafe, they will £ n j 
that the fword will enter into their privy chambers, and find then 
out there, as the frogs when they were one of Egypt's places | 



er j 



1 



flain, 



third 

it is the fword of the great men 



more, 

therefore, fon of man, prophefy, 

together, and Jet the fword be doubled the third time, 

the fword of the 
that are flain, which entreth into their privy chambers. 
15. I have fet the point of the fword againft all their 
gates, that their heart may fainr, and their ruins be 
multiplied : ah 3 it is made bright, it is wrapt up for the 

16. Go thee one way or other, either on the 
right hand or on the left, whitherfoever thy face is fer. 

and I 



1 



1 



flaughter. 



17. 



I will aifo fmice mine hands together, 



will 



caufe my fury to reft : I the LORD have faid //. 



Here is another prophecy of the fword \ which is delivered in a 

the exoreffions here ufed are fomewhat 



The fvvord was unfheathed in 

which 



the fwi 



very affecting manner ; 
intricate, and perplex interpreters. 

the foregoing verfes, here it is fitted up to do execution, 
the prophet is commanded to lament. 

Obferve, 1. How the fword is here defcrlbed. (r.) It is 
foarpened that it may cut and wound, and make a fore flaughter. 
The wrath of God will put an edge upon it; and whatever 
infrrumcnts God fhall pleafe to make ufe of in executing his 
judgments, he will fill them with ftrength, courage, and fury, 
according to the fervice they are employed in. Out of the mouth 
<)f ChrifTgoes a /harp fword, Rev. xix. 15. (2.) It is furbifhed 
that if may glitter^ to the terror of thofe againft whom it is drawn. 
It .{hall he a kind of faming fword. If it have rufted in the 
fcabbard for want of ufe, it (hall be rubbed and brightned ; for 
though the glory of God's juftice may feem to have been eclipfed 
for a while, during the day of his patience, and the delay of his 
judgments^ yet it will fhine out again, and be made to glitter. 
{3.) It is a victorious fword, nothing fhall fraud before it, ver. 
lo". it conieinneth the rod of my fon, as every tree. . Ifracl, fold God 
once, is my fen, my fir ft -born: The government of that people 
was called a rod, a flrong rod ; we read chap. xix % 11.. of the 
fircr.g rods they had for fcepircs ; but when the fword of God's 
jufiice is drawn it con:e?nns this rod, "makes nothing of it, though it 
be a Jlrong red, and the rod of his fon ; it is no more than any 
other tree. When God's profetfing people are revoked from him, 
and in rebellion againft him, his fword defpifetb them. What 
are they to him more than another people? The 
ing gives another notion of this fvvord ; // is the rod . of my fon \ 
and we know of whom God hath faid, Pfal. W. 7. Thou art ?ny 

this day have I begotten thee, and ver. 9: Thou Jh'alt break \ 
them with a rod of iron : this lword is that rod of iron, which con- \ 
temns every tree, and will bear ic down. ' Or, this J fword is the] 
rod of my fon, a 'correcting rod, for the chaftening of the tranf- ; 
greflion of God's people, 2 Sam. Vii.- 1 4. ' not : to cut them off from \ 
being a people. ' It is a fword to others, a rod to my fon. ' ; 

z. How the fword -is here put into the hand of the : execu- \ 
Honors. " It is : /£v rod cf my fon, and he has given' 4 it that' 'it may be ] 

'handled, ver'. ir. that it^ may be made ufe of, for the end for ; J to tremble for Tear Wtl^ 

whit h it was drawn. It is given into the hand' not of the fencer, { ' ' ' *' 

to be playcd with, but of the flayer* to db" execu tioh ; with. The v 



marginal read- 



fn, 



found admifiion into the chambers of their kings. The fivord 
the point of thisJtvo?'d y is directed again/? their gates, ao-ainft 1'/ 
their gates, ver. 15. againft all' thofe things with whtch they 
thought to keep it out, and fortify themfelves aninft k. 
Note, The ftrongeft gates, tho' they " he gates of brafs, never 
fo well barred, never fo well guarded, are no fence acinic 
the, point of the fword of God's judgments. But when that k 
pointed againft finners, (r .) They are ready to fear the worft- 
their hearts faint, fo that they are not able to make any refill' 
ance. : ' (2.) The worft comes, whatever refinance they make ic 
is to no purpofe, but they are ruined, and their ruins are multi- 
plied. But what need we obferve the particular directions of tte 
fword, when it has a general commiffion, is Tent vvitha runnin* I 
- warrant? ver. 16. Go thee, one way or other, which way thou 
wilt, turn to the right hand, or to the left, thou wilt find tfaofj 
that are obnoxious, for there are none free from guilt; and thou 
haft authority againft them, for there are none exempt from pu- 
nifhment ; and therefore zuhithcrfocver thy face is fet, that way do 
thou proceed, and, like Jonathan's fvvord, from the blood of the 
fain, from the fat of the mighty, thon /halt never return reiptj, 
z Sam. i. 22. Note, -So full is the world of wicked people, tk 
which way foever God's judgments go forth they will [find work, 
.will find matter to work upon. That fire will never gooutoa 
this earth for want of fuel. And fiich various method* God fcs 
of meeting with iinners, that the fword of his juftice is (hi! as it 
was at firft when it flamed in the hand of the cherubims, it 
turneth every way,. Gen. hi. 24. 

.4.. .What is the nature of this fword, and what the intentions 
•and limitations of it as to the people of God, ver. 13. It is a cor- 
rection ; it is defigned to be fo ; the fword to others is a rod to 
,them.v This is a comfortable word which comes in themidflof 
thefc terrible ones, tho* it be exprefled fomewhat obfcurely. 
(1.) l"he people of God begin to be afraid, that 
will contemn even the' rod ; that the fword will go on with fuch 
fury that it will defpife its commiffion to be a rod only, will for- 
get its bounds, and become a fword indeed even to God's own 
people; . They. fear left the Chaldeans fword, which* is the rod 
of God's anger, contemn . its being called a rod, and become as the 
ax that boafts , it f elf againfl him that heweth therewith ; or, tk\ 
flaff that lifts up it f elf as if St [were. no wood,. Ifa..x; .15* Or, 
what, if /he fword "contemn even the rod ? i.e. what if this fword 
'make. the former; 1 rbds, ; as that of Sennacherib, to be contemned s 
nothing to this ? What if this fhould prove not a correcting rod, 
-but a deftrbying fword, to make a full end of our church ami 
. nation ? This is that which the thinkings but timet 'qus • k\v are ap- j 
.preh'enfive of. Note^ When threatning judgments are abroad, it 
: is.good .to fuppofe the worft. that may be the confequences q» 
.them, that we mav. provide accordingly. What if the ftoora tw 
temn the tribe or fcepire ? viz. that of Judah, and the houfe otj 
David, fo fome think Shebet here fignifies : what if'it ffiouH 
5 at the ruin of our government ? If it ; do, the Lord is ri$te%h 
'arid'w/V/ be gracious' notwithftanding. But, ( 2.) Thefe tew 
.filenced with an aflurancc that 'it is not fo ; the fvvord fell n 0t 
•forget ic felf, nor the. errand on .which it is fent:"/^* w 7, 
and it is no more than a trial. . He that fends it makes ^y^ A ^\ 
,pf it, and fets what bounds to it he pleafeth... Here .feu 
<'pi;Qud .waves be flayed.- Note, It is .matter, of. xom fort to t- 
people* of God when his judgments are abroad, arid they are rea ) 



B 



5 



are 



to 



fid] 



'-theni'they are but trials ; and when they are tried they fjallfom^F 
as gold, and the proving of their faith fhall be the improving °/}^ 



x 

5? 




the prophet and the people muft fhew themfelves | the diadem, and take off the crown : 

| Ad wth -thefe. judgments threatned 



Here 



i . The 

laments 



denouncing 



thefe 
Let him 



prophet muft be very ferious in 
He muft fay, ci /word,- a /word, ver. 9. 

K judg " * * - - - ■ 

the town is 

•tb a frightful doleful voice, fire, fire. 
W cry Lord afouord and, wr. 1 4. ^ /«W be doublet the 
p c( y>ff thy preaching. God fpcaketh once, yea twice, 
5? T ; - ere we || if men after all would perceive and re- 



be the fame,- exalt him 

I will 



2J 



low, 



A dv'for fine words, and a variety of quaint expreffions-5 
itu y - on fire people do not fo give notice of it, but 

So muft the prophet 



I thrice* it weie wui 1. — -~ r - 

P > • it fhall be the ihlrd time in God ' s Providence 5 

I f d 1 w s Nebuchadnezzar's third defcent upon Jerufalem that 



f? for it was N 

de a frU end of it. 



Ruin comes gradually but at laft comes 

Yet this is, not all, the pro- 



f • ^tf/* «P° n a P rovokin S P e °P le ' , . , 

ffc W. not only, as a herald -at arms to proclaim war, and to 



oerfon nearly concerned he muft £77 *77</ £m;/ 9 



once and again, and a third time, but 

ver. 1 2. 

2S ft fdly lament "the defolations that the fword would make, 
I that did himfelf not only fympathize with the fufFerers 

but 



feel from the fufferings. Again, wr. 14.' Prophefy arid finite 
K v j' hands together* wring /Ay W;, as lamenting the defolation ; 

clap thy hands-, , 4 w w w 

thole that were to be the inftruments of it ; or as one Handing 

... „ , * . r , - , The 



or, clap thy hands, as by thy prophecy inftigating and encourag- 
ing 

lr nliet muft finite his hands together ; 



1118 *«l "at the fuddennefs and feverity of the judgment. 

Z - " • f or (f a i t h God) / «//// 



^ M finite mine hands together* ver. 17. 
^jLimicine this fentence upori them, 



God is in earned in 



in 



and therefore the pro- 
publifhing it. God's 



: 1 pronouncing m . 

;.; het m uft mew himfelt m eameft 
J, W n ; n(r Us hands together* as well as the prophets, is in token of 
£ ■ holt' indignation at their wickednefs, which was really very 
I' Vnilhin^ ° When Balak's anger was kindled againft Balaam he 



§te his hands together* Numb. xxiv. 10. Note, God and his 
minifters are Juflly angry at thofe who fnight he faved* and^ yet 



:jtn 



p ; ;y ruined. Some make it an expreffion of triumph and ex- 
rotation, agreeing with that, Ifa. i. 24. Ah* I will eafe ?ne of mine 
X-.eioerfarien and that, Prcv. i. z6. I alfo vjill laugh at their cala- 
t'tiiitv. And fo it follows here, / xuill cattji my fury to rejt* not 
I; oniy it ihall be perfected* but mall be pleafed. And obferve with 
Pwhat folemnity, with what authority this (cntence is ratified, 
p / the Lord have faid it, who can and will make good what I 
" ■havefaid. I have faid it and will never unfay it. / have faid 

f\iU and who can gain fay it ? 

. The people muft be very ferious in the profpe£l of thefe 

An intimation of this comes in in a parenthefis, ver. 10. 



\l judgments. 

Should we then make mirth ? feeing God hath drawn the fword, 
|and the prophet fighs and cries, Jhould zve then 77iake mirth ? 
fpThe prophet feems to give this as a reafon why he fighs, as 
\\Wnmiah\u 3. JVhy Jhould not my countenance be fad* when Je- 
rufolem lies wafte i Note, Before we allow our felves to be 
fc/merrv, we ought to confider whether we fhould be merry or 
\m. Should we make mirth, we that are fentenccd to the fword, 
! ^that lie under the wrath and curfe of God ? Shall we make mirth 
fef other people, who' have gone a whoring frc7?i our God ? Hof. 

Should we now make mirth, when the hand of God 



pix, 1. 



Sgone out againft us, when God's judgments are abroad in the 
inland, and he by them calls to weeping and mourning, Iia. xxii. 
'}ji, 13. Shall we now make mirth as the king and Haman, 
E>hen the church is in perplexity ?" Ejlh. iii. 15. when we 
Ikuld be grieving for the affliction ofjofeph* Amos vi. 6. 



1 1 

IS 

■S 

-1 



18. ^ The word of the LORD came unto me 



pain, 
thee two 



faying, 



19. Alfo thou fon of man, appoint 
ways, that the fword of -.the king of Baby- 
|bn may come : both twain fhall come forth out of 
one land, and choofe thou a place, choofe it at the 

•jhead af the way to the 



city. 20. Appoint a way, 
*that the fword may come to Rabbath of the Ammo- 
nites, and to Judah in Jerufalem the defenced. 21 . For 



21 

|the king of Babylon flood at the parting of the way, 
|?t the head of the two ways, to ufe divination : he 
; niade his arrows bright, he confuked with images, he 
looked in the liver. 22. At his right hand was the 
|Qivination for Jerufalem to appoint captains, to open 
m mouth in the (laughter, to lift up the voice with 
pouting, to appoint battering rams aaainft the 



it 



to appoint battering rams againft tne gates 
J? ca ft a mount, and to build a fort. 23. And _ 
p™ be unto them as a falfe divination in their fight, 
|o them that have fworn oaths : 



but he will call 



to 

femembrance the iniquity, that they may be taken. 
|4. Therefore thus faith the Lord GOD, Becaufe ye 

made your iniquity to be remembred, in 
|our tranlgreffions are difcovered, fo that in all 
|oing S your fins d 



that 



your 

o appear : becaufe, / fay, that ye 
cotne to remembrance, ye (hall be, taken with the 
hi 25. f And 

is -> whofe day is 

9 ^ 26. Thus 



Ifrael 



thou profane 

when 



wicked 



of 



come, 
faith the 



prince 
iniquity fhall have 

Lord GOD, Remove 



that is highi* 



this Jkall noC 

and abafe hint 



27. 1 wui overturn, overturn, overturn 
it, and it fhall be no more until he come whofe rio'hc 



it is, and I will give it him. 



The prdphet in the verfes before had mewed theni the, fword 
coming, he here fhews them that fword coming, againft them, 
that they might not flatter themfelves that by forrie means or 
other it fhould be diverted a contrary way. 

. 1. He mufi fee and fhew the Chaldean army coming againft 
Jerufalem, and determined by a fuprerne power fo to do. The 
prophet muft appoint him two ways* i. e. he 
draw out two roads, ver. 19. as fometimes is 
he muft bring the king of Babylon's army 
the roads part, for there they will make a 
come out of the fame land, but when they 
where one road leads to Rabba, the head city 
and the other to Jerufalem, he makes a paufe 
refolved to be the ruin of both, 



muft upon a paper 
done in maps 3 and. 
to the place where 
ftand. They both 
come to the place 
of the Ammonites, 



he 



ways. 
lution, 
mind, 
mighty 



5 for though he is 
yet he is not determined which 
to attack firfl \ here his politicks and his politicians leave him at 
a lofs : The fword muft go either to Rabbah, or to Judah in Je- 
rufalem. ^ Many of the inhabitants of Judah had now taken 
{belter in Jerufalem, and all the interefts of the country were 
bound up in the fafety. of the city* and therefore it is called Ju- 
dah in Jerufalem the defenced * fo ftrongly fortified was it, both 
by nature and art, that it was thought impregnable, Lam. iv. 
1 2. The prophet muft defcribe this dilemma that the king of 
Babylon is at, ver. 20. For the king of Babylon flood \ i. e. 
fhall fland confidering what courfe to take, at the 'bead of the two 

Though he was a prince of great forefight and great refo- 
yet it feems he knew neither his own hitereft nor his own 
Let not the wife man then glory in his wifdom, nor the 
man in his arbitrary power, for even thofe that may do 
what they will, yet feldom know what to do for the beft. Now 
obferve, (1.) The method lie took to come to a refolution ; he 
ufed divination* applied himfelf to a higher and invifible power, 
either to the determination of providence by a lot, in order to 
which he made his arrows bright that were to be drawn for the 
lots, in honour of the folemnity. Perhaps Jerufalem was written 
on one arrow, and Rabbah on the other, and that which was 
firft drawn out of the quiver he determined to attack firft. Or 
to the direction of fome pretended oracle, he confulted with images? 
or Tcraphim* expecting to receive audible anfwers from theni : 
Or, to the obfervations which the augurs made upon the entrails 
of the facrifices, he looked in the liver* whether the polition of 
that portended good". or ill luck. Note, It is a mortification to 
the pride of the wife men of the earth, that in difficult cafes 
they have been glad to make their court to heaven for direction 5 
as it is an inftanceof their folly that they have taken fuch ridicu- 
lous ways of doing it ; when in cafes proper for an appeal to provi- 
dence, it is fufficient that the lot be cafl into the lap, with that 
prayer, Give a pcrfeSi lot* and a firm belief that the difpofal thereof 
is not fortuitous, but of the Lord, Prov. xvi. 35. (z.) The refo- 
lution he was hereby brought to. Even by thefe ill practices God 
ferved his own purpofes, and directed him to go to Jerufalem, 
ver. 22. The divination for Jerufalem* happened to be at bis right 
band, which according to the rules of divination determined him. 
that way. Note, What fervices God defigns men for, he will 
be fure in his providence to lead them to, though perhaps they 
themfelves are not aware what conduct they are under. Well, 
Jerufalem being the mark fet up, the ca?npaign is prefently opened 
with the fiege of that important place. Captains are appointed 
for the command of the forces to be employed in the fiege, who 
muft open the mouth in the Jlaughter, muft give directions to the 
foldiers what to do, and make fpeeches to animate them. Orders 
are given to provide every thing neceflary for carrying on the 
fiege with vigour ; battering rams muft be prepared, and forts 
built. O what pains, what coft, are men at tb deftroy one 
another ! 

2. He muft fhew both the people and the prince that they bring 
this deftruction upon themfelves by their own fin. 

1. The people do fo, ver. 23, 24. They flight the notices 
that are given them, of the judgment coming ; Ezefciel's pro- 
phecy is to them a falfe divination $ they are not moved or awa- 
kened to repentance by it. When they hear that Nebuchadnezzar 
by his divinations is directed to Jerufalem, and aflured of fuccefs 
in that enterprize, they laugh at it, and continue fecure, calling 
it a falfe divination ; becaufe they have fworn oaths ; i. e. they 
have joined in a folemn league with the Egyptians, and they de- 
pend upon the promife they have made them to raife the fiege*, 
or upon the affurances which the falfe prophets have given them, 
that it fhall be raifed. Or it may refer to the oaths of allegiance 
they had fworn to the king of Babylon, but had violated ; for 
which treachery of theirs, God had given them up to a judicial 
blindnefs, fo that the fairejl warnings given therri were flighted 
by them as falfe divinations. Note, Thofe who make a jeft of 
the moft facred oaths, it is not Arrange i'f they can make a jeft 
likewife of the moft facred oracles ; for where will a. profane mind 
flop ? But fhall their unbelief invalidate the counfel of God ? 
Are they fafe becaufe they are fecure ? By no means j nay, the 
24 N . contempt 
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contempt they put upon divine warnings is a Jin that brings to 
remembrance their other fins, and. they ma!y thank themfelves if 
they be now remembered againft them.-, ( i .) Their prefent wick- 
ednefs is difcovered. Now God is contending with them, fo per- 
verfeand obftinate are : they, that. whatever they offer in : their own 
defence doth but add to their offence ; they never carried them- 
felves fo ill as they did now they . have the loudeft call giveri them 
to repent and reform y fo thai iri< all your doings your fins do ap- 
pear ; turn you which way you will and you' (hew a black fide: 
this is too true of every one of us 5 for not only there is none that 
lives and fins not, but* there is not a juft man upon earth that doth 
good and finneih not. Our. beft fervices have fuch allays of weak- 
xiefs and folly and irri perfect ion, and fo much evil is prefent with 
as, even when we would do good, that we may fay with forrow 
and lhame, in all* cur doings, and in all our fayings too, our fins 
do appear*^ and witnefs againft us, fo that if we were under the 
law we were undone. (2.) . This brings, to mind their former 
wickednefs* you have made' your iniquity ■ to be remembered, not by 
your felves that it might be repented of, but by the juftice of 
God that it might be reckoned- for: Your own fins make the 
fins of your fathers to be remembred againft you,, which other- 
wife you fhould never have fmarted for. Note, God remembers 
former iniquities againft thofe only that by the prefent difcoveries 
of their wickednefs (hew that they da not repent of them-. 
(3.) That they may fuffer for all together, they are turned over 
to the deftroyer, that they may be taken, ver. 23. and ye Jhall be 
taken with the hand that God had appointed to feize you and to 
Jiold you, and out of which you cannot efcape. Men are faid 
to be God's hand, when they are made ufe of as the minifters of 
his juftice, Pfal.xvW. 14. Note, Thofe who will not betaken 
with the word of Gods grace,, (hall at laft be taken by the hand of 

J) is wrath. 




2. The prince likewife brings his ruinuupon himfelf. 
3ciah is the prince of Ifrael, to whom the prophet here, in God's 
name addrefleth himfelf ; and if he had not fpoken in God's name 
he would not have fpoken fo boldly, . fo bluntly ; for is it fit to 
fay to a king, Thou art wicked ? 

1. He gives him his charafter, ver. 25. Thou profane and 
wicked prince of Ifrael / Be was not fo bad as fome of his prede- 
ceflbrs, and yet bad enough to merit this character. He was 
himfelf profane, 16ft to every thing that is virtuous and facred. 
And he was wicked^, as he promoted fin among his people 5 he 
finned and made Ifrael to fin. Note, Profanenefs and wickednefs 
is bad in any, but worft of all in a prince, a prince of Ifrael 5 
that as an Israelite fhould know better himfelf, and as a prince 
give a better example, and have a better influence on thofe 
about him. 

2. He reads him his doom; His iniquity has an end\ the mea- 
fure of it is full, and therefore his day is come, the day of his pu- 
riifhrnent, the day of divine vengeance. Note, Though they 
•who are wicked and profane may flourifti a while, yet their day 
will come to .fall. The fentence here pafied is, ( 1 .) That Zede- 
3dah ftiall be depofed ; he has forfeited his crown,* and he fhall no 
longer wear it ; he has by his profanenefs profaned his crown, 
and it ftiall be cafl to the ground. Ver. 26; Remove the diadem. 
Crowns and diadems are lofable things ; it is only in the other 
world that there is a crown of glory that fadeth not away ; a 
kingdom that cannot be moved'. The Chaldee paraphrafe expounds 
it thus, Take away the diadem from Seraiah the chief prieft\ and 
I will take away the crown from Zedekiab the king, neither this 
Tior that Jlodll abide in his place, but Jhall be removed. This 
Jhall not be the fame 5 not the fame he has been ; this not this. 
So the word is. Profane and wicked perhaps he is as he has been, 
but not prince- of Ifrael as he has been. Note, Men lofe their 
dignity by their iniquity. Their profanenefs and wickednefs re- 
moves their diadem, and takes off their crown,, and makes them 
the reverfe of what they were, (z.) That great confufion and 
diforder in the ftate fhall follow hereupon ; every thing fhall be 
turned upfide down. . The conqueror fhall take a pride in exalting 
him that is low, and ' abafing him that is high, preferving fome, 
and degrading others at his pleamre, without any regard either to 
right or merit. (3.) Attempts to re-eftablifh the government 
ihall be blalled, and come to nothing ; Gedaliah's particularly,. 

■ and Ifhmael's, who was of the feed-royal, to which the Chaldee 
paraphrafe refers this, neither of them fhall be able to make any 
thing of it. / will overturn, overturn, overturn,, firft one pro- 
ject, and then another ; for who can build up what God will 
throw down ? (4.) This monarchy fhall never be reftored,. till 
it is fixed for perpetuity in the hands of the Meffiah. There 
Jhall be no more kings of the houfe of David after Zedekiah, till 
Chrift comes, whofe right the kingdom is, who is that feed of Da- 
vid, in whom the promife was to have its full accomplifhment, 
and / will give it him. He fhall' have the throne of his father 
David, Luke i, 32. Immediately before the coming of Chrift 
there was a long eclipfe of the royal dignity,- as. there was alfo a 
failing of the Spirit of prophecy, that his fhining forth in the ful- 
nefs of time both as king and prophet, might appear the more 
illuftrious. Note, Chrift has an inconteftable title to the domi- 
nion and fovereignty both in the church, and in the world ; the 
kingdom is his right. And having the right he fhall in due time 

have the poiiefilon, / will give it him 3 and there fhall be a general 



.overturning of all rather than he fhall come fhort of y 
and a certain overturning of all the oppofition that .fond*^* 

«• 1 Lor. Xv# 



way to make room' for him, Dan. u. 
. This is mentioned- here for the comfort of thofe who' 
.promife made in David would fail for evermore. l ^ 
; Gpd,' that promife. is fure,. for the:Meffiah's kingdom fh 
for ever* ^ '4 



Thus 



f 
faith 



of man,. prophefy % 
the Lord GOD J 



28. <p And" - thou- fori or man r propriety, an( j r 

concerning the Ami 1 
nues, and concerning their reproach : even fay t u 
The fword, the fword is drawn :. for the flL * 
it is furbiflied, to confume becaufe of the glitter 
29- Whiles they fee vanity unto thee, whiles thevT 
vine a lye unto thee, to bring thee upon the 
t>f them that are (lain, of the wicked 



whofe 

come, when their iniquity fhall have an end, 
I caufe it- to return into his fheath ?. 



necks. 



day i; 



thee in the place where thou* waft 



I 



land of thy nativity- 



indignation 



upon 



3i. 
thee, I 



And I 



the fire of my wrath} and 



30. Shall- 
wiJl j U d Re 

... crcattd . in the 
will pour out ^ 

blow againft ih ee ■ 
deliver thee 



hand of brutifh men, and skilful to deftroy. 
fhalt be for fuel to the fire : 



mo 



will „ „ „ 

the 

3 2 » Thou 

thou fhalt be no more re 
for I the L O R D have fpoken it. 



to 

in the midft of the land, 
membred : 



thy 
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The prediction of the deftrmflion- of the Ammonites, whifj 
was effected by Nebuchadnezzar about five years after 'the d I 
ftruction of Jerufalem, feems to come in here upon occafion of 1 
the king of Babylon's diverting his defign againft Rabbah, when* 
he turned it upon Jerufalem ; upon this the Ammonites grew verv 
infolent, and triumphed over Jerufalem ; but the prophet muftkt 
them know that forbearance is no acquittance ; the reprieve is a* 
a pardon ; their day alfo is at hand • their turn comes next, ani 

1 

a poor fatisfa&ion to them, that they are to be de* 
voured laft, to be laft executed. 

1. The fin of the Ammonites is here intimated,- it is lb® 
reproach, ver. 28. (.1.) The reproach, they put upon tbmfihn 
when they hearkened to their falfe prophets, (for fuch it feem 
there were among them,, as well as among the Jews) that pre* 
tended to foretel their perpetual fafety in the midft of the defola. 
tions that were made of the countries round about them. They 
fee vanity unto thee, and. divine a lye, ver. 29. They flatter thei 
with promifes of peace, and thou art fuch a fool as to fuffer tb 
felf to be impofed upon by them, and to encourage them there! 
by giving credit to them. Note, Thofe that feed themfelvcs wit 
a felf-conceit in the day of their profperity, prepare matter for 
felf-reproach in the day of their calamity. (.2.) The reprmd 
they put upon the Ifrael of God± when they triumphed in thei 
afflictions, and thereby added affliction to them,, which was ver 
barbarous and inhuman. 





Their divines by puffing them up wit 
a conceit,, that they were a better people than Ifrael, being fpar 
when they were cut off, and with a confidence that their profpe 
rity fhould always continue, made them fo very haughty and info 
lent, that they did even tread on the necks of the Ifraelites tk 
were fiain, fiain by. the wicked- Chaldeans,^ who had commiili 
to execute God's judgments upon them when their iniquity ha 
an end, i. e. when the meafure of it was full, we fhall mee 
with this again, chap. xxv. 3, £s?c.. Note, Thofe are ripening 
apace for mifery, who trample upon the people of God in thei; 
diftrefsy whereas they ought to tremble when judgment begins a 
the houfe of God: 

2. The utter deftru&ion of the Ammonites is threatned.- Foi 
the reproach caft on the church by her neighbours will be icj 
turned into their own bofom, Pfal. Ixxix. .1 2. Let us fee ho^ 
terrible the threatning is, and the deftru&ion will be., (i.) I| 
fhall come from the wrath of God, who refents the indignities ant 
injuries done to his people as done to himfelf,. ver. 31. I™\ 
pour out my iyidignation as a fhower of fire and brimftone 
thee 5 the leaft drop of divine indignation^ and wrath will creat| 
tribulation and anguifly enough to the foul of man that doth evil 1 
what then would a full ftream of that indignation and' wrath do 
/ will blow again/} thee in the fire of my wrath, i. e. I will hm^ 
up the fire of my wrath againft thee,, it fhall burn with the "tj 
moft vehemence. And, ver. 32. Thou fhalt be for fuel to this F* 
Note, Wicked men make themfelves fuel to the fire of Got 
wrath ; they are confumed by it, and it is ' enflamed by thm 
(2.) It fhall be effe&ed by the fword of war ; to them he i iwjj 
cry as before to Ifrael, becaufe they had triumphed in BWJ 
overthrow. The fword, the fword,. is drawn, ver. 38. comff\ 

ver. 9, 10. it is drawn to confume becaufe of the glittering* 1^. 

J ladeufeo 



becaufe it is brandifhed and glitters, and is fit to be made uic» 
God's executions will anfwer his preparations. This fword m 
it is drawn Jhall not return into its Jheath, ver. 30 
the work for which it was drawn. 



_ till it has A*| 
Wh " " ' 



ufeth 



i 
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rfons employed in.it are br'utifh. then, and skilful to de- 
M of fuch a bad ehara&er as this, that have the wit of 
the work of wjldbeafts; human reafqn which makes 
but no human ebmpafiion, which makes them skil- 



conftime 



thy 
take thine 



filthinefs 



do 



Ifthcm^ 7 ^ 'feflrcg \ though; they are the fcandal of mankind, yet 
W ' es are made. ufe of to ferve God's purpofes ; God delivers 
g/bmetime ^ ,^ y&rA, and juftly, for they them- 

y.,, Ammom *\ ru ^ a nd delighted in the deftruftion of God's 

We have reafon to pray, as Paul defired to be prayed for, 
W i may be delivered ■ from wicked and unreafonable ?nen, 
i^'TlTff iii 2. men that feem. made for doing mifchief. (4.) The 
|i , here* tne y ihould thu l s be reckoned with ; / will judge thee 
' CC ^here thou vjafl created, where thou waft firft formed into a 
; ; l^and where thou haft been fettled ever fince, and therefore 
^ 'tHbu feemcft to have taken root 5 the land of thy nativity 
•'where ^ ^ deftruction. Note, God can bring ruin 

£ there where we are moft fecure ; and turn us out of that 
bich we thought we had a title to, not to be difputed, and 
of not to be difturbed. Thy blood Jhall be fhed not 

but in the midfi of thy land. Laftly, It 
be an irreparable ruin ; though thou mayeft think to recover 

6. Juftly is their name 



me Ammont 
pves were 

* we may 



|pla« 
lihere 



Ifupon us 

|y in thy borders 



be an irreparable ruin ; 

> ; J«W with any refp eft PA/. 
Slotted out who would have Ifracl's 



IX. 

name for ever loft. 



CHAP. XXII. 



f 



1 . 



/fir* are three feveral ?nejfages which God intrufls the prophet to 
deliver concerning Judah and Jerufalem, and all to the fame pur- 
-bofe to flew the?n their fins, and the judgments that were com- 
yj upon them for thofe fins. (l.) Here is a catalogue of their 
fmh which they had expofed themfelves to fhame, aiid for zuhich 
God would bring them to ruin, ver. 1 — 16. (2.) They are here 
compared to drofs, and are condemned as drofs to the fire, ver. 

(3.) All orders and degrees of men among them are 



17 



22. 



- _ 



IK f 



here found guilty of the neglcft of the duty of their place, and of 
having contributed to the national guilt, which therefore, fince none 

~ they muji all expc£f to Jhare in the punijb- 



appeared as inter cffors, 

ver. 23 — 31. 



merit of, 



Oreover, the word of the L O R D came un- 
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Iwilc thou judge, wilt thou judge the bldody 
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Ifay thou, Thus faith the Lord GOD, 
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come, 
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Then 
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againft 
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time 
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4. Thou art become guilty 
thou haft Ihed, and haft defiled 



in 



thy 
felf 



idols which thou haft made, and 



thy 
thou haft 



;unto thy years ; 
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days to draw near, 

therefore have 
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even 
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heathen, and a mockin 
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to 
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all 
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Ifar from thee, 
mi much vexed. 



5. Tloofe that he near, and thofe 

mock thee, which art infamous, 
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6. Behold, the princes of Ifrael, 



every 
in 



one were in thee to their power to ihed blood, 
thee have 



|7. In tliee have they fet light 
1 in the midft of thee have 



by father and mother : 



Nth the ftranger 
Itherlels and the 
^oly things, 
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: in 
widow. 



thee 
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by oppreflion 
vexed the fa- 
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thee 



men 



8. Thou haft defpifed mine 

fabbaths. 9. In 



and haft profaned my 

to fhed blood 



that 



carry tales 
the 



and 



in the midft 



they eat upon tne mountains 
|of thee they commit lewdnefs. 10. In thee have they 
difcovered their fathers nakednefs : in thee have 



of the heathen* 
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of thee. 16. And thou 
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that 
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fight 
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tumbled her that was fet apart for pollution. 
§ one hath committed abomination with his 
l^fe, and another hath 

IfW, and another in 
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daughter. 
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12. In thee have they taken 
thou 



haft taken ufury 
and thou haft greedily gained of 



and 
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?1 by extortion, 
|Lord GOD. 13. 
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hand 
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thy neigh- 

and haft forgotten me, faith the 
% Behold therefore, I have fmitten 
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Can thine heart endure, or can 

that I fhall deal 
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and 



^ in the days 
I the LORD have fpoken rt 9 and will 
And I will fcatter thee among the hea- 

difperfe thee in the countries^ and will 
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It » 1 . „ 

n thefe verfes the prophet by a commiilibn from heaven is fet 

as a judge upon the bench, and Jerufalem is made to hold up her 
hand as a prifbner at the bar 5 and if prophets were fet over other 
nations, much more over God's nation, Jer. i. 10, This prophet 
is authorized to judge the bloody city • the city of bloods ; Jerufalem 
is fo called not only becaufeflie had been guilty of the particular fin 
of blood-flied, but becaufe her crimes in general were bloody crimes y 
chap. vii. 23. fuch as polluted her in her blood, and for which 
(he deferved to have blood given her to drink. Now the bufinefs 
of a judge with a malefactor is to convift him of his crimes, and 
then to pafs fentence upon him for them: Thefe two things 
Ezekiel is to do here. 

» 

1. He is to find Jerufalem guilty of many heinous crimes here 
enumerated in a long bill of indiament, and it is billa vera ; fo 1 
he writes upon it, whofe judgment, we are fure, is according to 
truth. He muft^iy her all her abomi?iations, ver. 2. that God 
may be jufiified in all the defolations brought upon her. Let us 
take a view of all the particular fins which Jerufalem here ftands 
charged with ; and they are all exceeding fmful. 

1. Muther; the city fijeds blood, not only in the fuburbs where 
the ftrangers dwell, but in the midfi of it, where one would think 
the magiftrates would if any where be vigilant. Even there 
people were murthered either in duels, or by fecret aflaflinations 
and poifonings, or in the courts of juftice under colour of law, and 
there was no care taken to difcover and punifh the murtherers, 
according to the law, Gen. ix. 6. no nor fo much as the ceremony 
ufed to expiate an uncertain murther, Dent. xxi. 1. and fo the 
guilt and pollution remains upon the city. Thus thou art become 
guilty in thy blood that thou baft Jhed, ver. 4. This crime is infifted 
moft upon for it was Jerusalem's meafuie-filling fin more than, 
any other; it is faid to be that which the Lord would ?iot pardon , 
2 Kings xxiv. 4. . (1.) The princes of Ifrael that fhould have 
been the protectors of injured innocence, every one were to their 
power to Jhed blood, ver. 6. They thirfted for it, and delighted in 
it, and whoever came within their power were fure to feel it 5 
whoever lay at their mercy were fure to find none. (2.) There 
were thofe who carried tales to fhed blood, ver. 9. They told lies 
of men to the princes, to whom they knew it would be pleafing, 
to incenfe them againft them ; or betrayed what palled in private 
converfation to make mifchief among neighbours, and fet them 
together by the ears, to bite, and devour and worry one another 
even to death. Note, Thole who by giving invidious characters, 
and telling ill-natured ftories of their neighbours, fow difcord 
among brethren, will be accountable for all the mifchief that fol- 
lows upon it ; as he that kindles a fire will be for all the hurt it 
doth. (5.) There were thofe who took gifts to foed blood, ver. 12. 
that would be hired with money to fwear a man out of his life, or 
if they were upon a jury would be bribed to find an innocent man 
guilty. When fo much barbarous bloody work of this kind was 
done in Jerufalem, we may well conclude, (1.) That mens con- 
fciences were become wretchedly profligate, and feared, and their 
hearts hardned ; for they would ftick at no wickednefs that would 
not ftick at this. (2.) That abundance of quiet harmlefs good 
people were made away, whereby as the guilt of the city was 
increafed, fo the number of thofe that fhould have flood in the gap 
to turn away the wrath of God was diminifhed. 

2. Idolatry. She maketh idols againft herfelf to defiroy herfelf, 
ver. 3. And again, ver. 4- Thou hafl defiled thyfelf in thine idols 
which thou hafl made. Note, Thofe who make idols for them- 
f elves will be found to have made them againfFthemj "elves, for idola- 
ters put a cheat upon themfelves, and prepare deftruftion for them- 
felves ; befides that thereby they pollute themfelves, they render 
themfelves odious in the eyes of the juft and jealous God, and even 
their mind and confidence is defiled, fo that to them nothing is pure* 
Thofe that did not make idols themfelves, yet were found guilty 
of eating upon the mountains, or high places, ver. 9. in honour of 
the idols, and in communion with idolaters. 

3. Difobedience to parents. Ver. 7. In thee have the children 
fet light by their father and mother, mocked them, curfed them, 

and defpifed to obey them, which was a fign of a more than ordi- 
nary corruption of nature, as well as manners, and a difpofition. 
to all manner of diforder, Ifa. Hi. 5. They that fet light by their 
parents are in the highway to all wickednefs. God had made many 
wholfome laws for the fupport of the paternal authority, but no 
care was taken to put them in execution nay, the Pharifees in 
their, day taught children under pretence of refpecl to the Cprban, 
to fet light by their parents, and refufe to maintain them, 
Matth. xv. 5. 

Oppreflion and extortion. To enrich themfelves they 
wronged the poor, ver. 7. They dealt by opprejfion, and deceit, with 
the Jir anger, taking advantage of his neceifities, and his ignorance 
of the laws and cuftoms of the country. In Jerufalem, that 
fhould have been a /ancluary to the opprefied, they vexed the 
fatherlefs and widows by unreafonable demands and inquifitions, or 

troublefome law-faits* in which nniigHt prevails againft right. 

Thou 
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Thou hajl taken tifutj. cfxi increafe^ ver. To; not only there are. 
thofe in thee that do it,, but haft done it \ it was an aft of the- 
ciiy, or community, the publick money that fhould have been em- 
ployed* in publick'charity is put out' to ufury with extortion. Thow 
hajl greedily gained of thy neighbours by violence and wrong. For 
neighbours to gain by one another in a way of fair trading is well, 
but thofe who are greedy of gain will not be held within the rules 
erf eqfuity. 

.5. Profanation* of the fabbath, and other holy things* 
commonly goes along with the ether fins for which they here ftand 
indiiSled; ver. 3. Thou haft defpifed ?nine bofy. things* holy oracles,* 
holy ordinances ; the rites which God appointed were thought too 
plain, too ordinary,, they deipifed them, and therefore were fond 
of the cuftoms of the heathen. Note, Immorality and difhonefty 
is commonly attended with a contempt of religion, -and the wor- 
fhipof'God. Thou hajl profaned* my fabbaths.- There was not- 
in Jerufalem that face of fabbath-fanclification that one would 
Have expected in the holy city. Sabbath-breaking is an iniquity- 
that is an inlet to all iniquity.. Many have. owned it to contribute 

as much to their ruin as any thing. 

6. Uncleannefs and all manner of feventh commandment fins* 
fruits of thofe viie afrecYtons to which God in a way of righteous 
judgment gives men up to punifh them for their idolatry, and pro- 
fanation of holy things. . Jerufalem had been famous for its purity, 
But now in the midft of thee they co?nmit lewdnefs, ver. 9. it goes 
bare-faced, tho' in the moft fcandalous inftances: as that of a 
rhan's having his father's wife, which is the difcovery of the father s 
7iakednefs, ver. 10. and is a fin not to be named a?nong Chrifiians 
without the utmoft deteftation, 1 Cor. v, 1. and was made a 
capital crime by the law of Mofes, Lev. xjc. ir. .The time to 
refrain from embracing has not been obferved, EccL iii. 6. For they 
have hianbled her that zvas fet apart for her pollution. They made 
nothing of committing leudnefs with a neighbour'' s wife, with a 
daughter-in-law, or a. fitter, ver. 11. And Jhall ' not God.vifit for 

thefe things ? ' 

7. Unmindfulnefs of God was -at the bottom of all this wicked- 
nefs. Fcf.11. Thou hajl forgotten me, el fe thou wouldeft not have 
done thus. Note, Sinners do that which provokes God, becaufe 
t h ey forgci ' h i in they forget their" defcent from him, dependence 
on him, and obligations to him; they forget how valuable his favour 
is which they make themfelves unfit for;, and how formidable his 
wrath which they make themfelves obnoxious to. They th?X per- 
vert their ways forget the Lord their God, Jer. iii. 21 ■ 

2. He is to pafs fentence upon Jerufalem for thefe crimes. 
t. Let her know, that fhe has filled up the meafure of her iniquity, 
and her fins arc fuch as forbid delays ? , and call for fpeedy vengeance. 
She has made her time to come,.v&r. 3. her days to- draiv near, and 
file is' come to her years of maturity for punifhment, ver. 4. as an- 
heir that is come to age, and is ready for his inheritance. God would 
have been longer with them, but they were arrived to fuch a pitch 
of impudence in fin, that God could not in honour give them a 
further day. Note, Abufed patience will at laft be weary of for- 
bearing. And when finners (as Solomon fpeaks) grow ovennucb 
wicked they die before their time, £ccl. vii. 17. and fhorten their 
reprieves. 2. Let her know, that '{lie hath expofed herfelf, and 
therefore God has juftly expofed her to the contempt and fcorn of 
all her neighbours. . Ver. 4. / have made thee a reproach to the 
heathen, both thofe that are necir^ who are eye-witneiTes of Jerufa- 
ialem's apoftafy and degeneracy ; and thofe afar ojf r who tho' at a 
diftance, will think it worth taking notice of, ver. 5, they fhall 
all mock thee. While they were reproached by their neighbours 
for their adherence to God, it was their honour, and they might 
be fure that God would roll away their reproach: But now they 
are laughed at for their revolt from God, they muft lie down in 
their fhame, and- muft fay, The Lord is righteous. They make 
a mock at Jerufalem, both becaufe her fins had been very fcanda- 
lous, fhe is infamous, polluted in name, and has quite loft her credit; 
and becaufe her punifhment is very grievous, fhe is much vexed, 
and frets without meafure at her troubles. Note, Thefe that vex 
mofr at their troubles have commonly thofe about them, that will 
be fo much the more apt to make a j.eft of them. 

3. Let her know that God is difpleafed,. highly difpleafed at 
her wickednefs, and doth and will witnefs againft it. Ver. 13.. / 
have fmitten rhine hand at thy dijhonejl gain. God both by his 
prophets, and by his providence, revealed his wrath from heaven 
againft their ungodlinefs and unyighteoufnefs ; the oppreffion's they 
•were guilty of, tho' they got by them, and-, their mur t hers , the 
blood, which has been in the mid/2 of thee ; and all their other fins. 
Note, God hath fufficiently difebvered how angry he is at the 
wicked courfes of his people; and that they may not fay but they 
have had fair warding, he finites his hand againft the fin' before he 
lays his hand upon 7 the finner. And this is a good reafon why we 
lhould defpife difhoneft gain, even the gain of oppreffions, and fhake 
cur hands from holding of bribes, becaufe thefe are fins againft which 
God fhakes his hands, Ifa. xxxiii. 15. 

4. Let her know, that as proud and fecure as fhe is, fhe is no 
match for God's judgments, ver. 14. (1.) She is afTured that the 
<ieftrucl;ion fhe has deferved will come. / the Lord have fpoken it, 
and zuill do it. He that is true to his promifes will be true to his 
threatnings too, for he is not a man that he fhould repent. (2.) It 

h fupppfed f bar ihe thinks herfelf able to contend with God, and 



• to ftand a fiege againft his judgments ; fhe bid defiance to 



the 



day 



of the Lord, lfa. v. 19. But,. (3.) She is convinced of \ 
inability to make her part good with him,. Can thine heart Utter 
' or can thine hand-, be Jlrong, in the days that I Jhall deal w'tf^ re% 
• Thou thinkeft thou haft to do only with men likethyfelf b 
be made to -know thou fal left into the : hands- of a iivjn ^ 
Obferve here,> (n.) There- is a* day coming when God ivli 
.. with finners, . a day* of vifitation. He deals with fotne to brin \^ 
to repentance, and there is no refifting the force of con v^* 
when he fets them on;, he deals with others to bring them to U ° ,nS| 
he deals with finners in this life, when he brings upon th 
fore judgments-. But the days of eternity are, efpecially theV' 2 
in which God will deal with them; when the full vials of G » 
wrath will be poured out without mixture. (2.) Thewrf? 5 
God againft finners, when he comes to deal with them, \ v '{| f 
found both intolerable, and irrefiftible. N There is no heart/? 

g£-jQ Li gh tO **** J«miw/» I f- - \ t- t r> *-\C *- ] 1 f» ■* 4* /»<*•*»*.« ~m ' » .t . J^i 

a ?nan wi 

their torments, nor have they any. thing wherewith to fmT' 5 
themfelves . under their torments* There are no hands fro 
enough either to ward off" the ftrokes of God's wrath, ortobi ^ 
the chains -with which finners are bound over to the day of wrath" 
WJjd k?2ows the power of God's, anger ?> 

5 .- Let her-know, that fince file has walked in the way of th 
heathen, , and learned their works, fhe fhall have enough of thenf 
ver. r 5; I will not only fend thee among the heathen^ out of thi * 



endure it; it is none of the infirmities which the A • ?. 
U fuftain i damned finners can neither forget nor defpjf 



own land,, but / will fcatter thee among them, and difperfe thu\r 
the countries, to be abufed and infulted over, by ftrangers. And 
fince her filthinefs and filthy ones continued in her, notvvithftandinc 
all the methods God had taken to refine her, fhe would not bemak 
clean, Jer. xiii. 27.= He will by his judgments confmne her fihhU 
nefs out of her \ he will deftroy thofe that were incurably bad and 
reform thofe that were inclined to be good. 

6. Let her know, that God has difowned her, and caft her off- 
he had beenher heritage and portion, but now, ver. 16.. Thou flak 
take thine inheritance in thy f elf fhift for thyfelf, make the beft hand 
thou canft for thyfelf, for God will no longer undertake for thee 
Note,_ Thofe that give up themfelves to be ruled by their lufts 
juftly be given up to be portioned by them. They that refolve to be 
their own mafters^. let them expert no other comfort andhappinefs 
but what their own hands. can furnifh them with, and a miferable 
portion it will prove ; verily, 1 fay unto you they have their rewarL 
Thou in thy life- time received/? thy good things. Thefe are thefama 
% with this here, thou /bait take thine inheritance in thyfelf, and thea 

it is too late and own it in the fight of the heathen^ that I m 
the Lordy who alone am a portion fufficient for my people. Note, 
Thofe that have loft their intereft in. God, will know how to 
value it. 

17. And the word of the LORD came unto me, 

faying; 18. Son of man, the houfe of Ifrael is to mo. 
become 



when 



and 



drofs, all they are 

the 



brafs, and tin, and iron,, 



lead, in the midft of the. furnace, they are even 
the drofs of filver. jq. Therefore thus faith the Lord 



GOD, Becaufe ye 



39. 
are 



all become drofs, behold 



therefore I will gather you into the midft of Jerufalem, 
20. <ds they gather filver, and brafs,. and iron, and 
lead, and tin into the midft of the furnace, to blow 
the fire upon it, to melt it ; fp will I gather you in, 



and in 



my fury, and I will leave p 
21. Yea, I will gather you,. 
Upon you in the fire of my wrath, and 
be melted in the midft thereof. 22. As 



mek you. 



mine anger, 

there ^ and 
and blow 
ye fhall 

filver is melted in the midft: of the furnace, fo lhail 
ye be melted in the midft thereof ; and ye fhall know 
that I the JLORD have poured out my fury upon 
you. 

The fame melancholy firing is ftill. harped upon ; and variou* 
turns given it to make it affecting,, that it may be influencing* 
The prophet muft here (hew, or at leaft it is here fliewn him, that 
the whole houfe of Ifrael is become as drofs y and as drofs they inal* 
be confumed. What David has faid concerning the wicked ones 
of the world, is here faid concerning the wicked ones of thechurcy 
now it is corrupt and degenerate, Pfal. cxix. 119. Thou putty 
away all the wicked of the earth like drofs. . . 

1. See here how the wretched degeneracy of the houfe of Ifrael is 
defcribed. That ftate in David's and Solomon's time had been^ 
head of gold, when the kingdoms were divided it was as the arM y 
filver. But now, (ir) It is degenerated 'into hafer mettah ™^ 
value in comparifon with what it formerly was. They arc allhrajh 
and tin, and iron, and lead - ? which fome make to fignify ^ ive 
forts of finners among them ; their being brafs notes the impugn 
of fome in their wickednefs, they are hrazen-faced, and cann 
blufh ; their Jhoes had been iron and brafs, Deut xxxiii. 25. " 
now their brow is fo, Ifa. xlviii. 4. Their being tin notes 
hypocritical profeffion of piety, with which many of them cp* 
their iniquity; they have a fpecious fhew but no intrinfick vv° r * 
Their being iron notes the cruel difpofition of fome, an ^Ju| r 

delight in war, according to the clwa&er of the iron age, 1 
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7? 



f Ifeing^ toeV ;i yet heavy and not moveable to good, j 
I ^ ? )fy ecom e drofs, how is the moft fine gold changed ! So i 



the goli 
falem's 



degeneracy bewailed, Lam.iv. i. 
t Ke metals tho' of lefs value, yet are of good ufe. 



/ d notes their dulnefs, fottifhnefs, and ftupidity : Tho' foft 

is Jeru- 

Yet this is not the worft, 

But, (2.) The 

g tfte ie is become drofs to me. So fhe is in God's account 

£ M e °* Jo** is in her own and her neighbours account. They 
* whatever iu 

nffiw^aH the dirt and rubbifh 

A from the filver in the wafhing, melting, and refining of it 
c- s and efpecially degenerate profeflbrs, are in God's account 

I-ofs' vile and contemptible, and of no account, as the 
0 which could not be eaten they were Jo evil. They are ufelefs and 

5?" for nothing ; of no confiftency with themfelves, and no fervice 



were 

ted 



but now they are even the drofs of filver ; the word 

and worthlefs fluff that is fepara- 

Note, 



evil 



\ 



l ° mZ }iow the woful deftrudllon of this degenerate houfe of Ifrael 
' foretold. They are all gathered together in Jerufalem, thither 
* le fled from all parts of the country, as to a city of refuge, not 
P jy becaufe it was a ftrong city, but becaufe it was the holy city. 
Now God tells them, that their flocking into Jerufalem, which 
they intended for their fecurity, Ihould be as the gathering of vari- 
ous forts of metal into the furnace, or crucible, to be melted down, 
arid t0 have the drofs feparated from them. They are in the midft 
herufakm fur 'rounded by the forces of the enemy; and being thus 
inclofed, (i.) The fire of God's wrath fhall be kindled upon this 
furnace, and itfhall be blown to make'it burn fiercely, and ftrongly, 
Vtr, z°> 21 • God will gather them in his anger and fury. The 
U lining of the fire makes a great noife, fo will the judgments of 
' (} 0 d upon Jerufalem ; when God ftirs up himfelf to execute judg- 
ments upon a provoking people, from the confideration of his own 
glory, and the neceffity of making fome examples, then he may 
■ be faid to blow the fire of his wrath againft fin and finners, to beat 
^ the furnace feven times hotter. (2.) The feveral forts of metal 
gathered in it fliall be melted ; by a complication of judgments, as 
by a raging fire, their conftitution fhall be diflblved, they fliall lofe 
all their former fhape and ftrength ; and fliall be utterly unable to 
Hand before the wrath of God. The various forts of finners fliall 
be melted down together, and united in a~ common overthrow, as 
\ Irafs and lead in the fame furnace ; as .trees are bound in bundles for 
) the fire. They came together into Jerufalem as a place of defence, 
but God brought them together there as unto a place of execution. 

Ver. 



(3,) God will leave them in the furnace. 
into the furnace, and will leave you there. 



20. I will gather 

\$u into we jw rtMtfj ««iu vriii tcMvc jvu ivc/c. When God brings 
his own people into the furnace, he fits by them as the refiner by 
? his gold, to fee that they be not continued there any longer than 
is fitting and needful ; but he will bring thefe people into the 
furnace, as men throw drofs into it, which they defign lhall 
be con fumed, and therefore are in no care about it, but leave it 
there. Compare with this, Hofi v. 14. I will tear and go away. 
(4,) Hereby the drofs fliall be wholly feparated, and the good 
metal purified, the impenitent fliall be deftroyed, and the penitent 
reformed and fitted for deliverance ; Take away the drofs from the 
I filver, and there Jh all come forth a veffel for the finer, Prov." xxv. 4. 
This judgment fliall do that in the houfe of Ifrael, for the doing 
of which other methods had been tried in vain, and reprobate 
% filver {hall they ?io more be called^ Jer. vi. 30. 



- * 



\4. 



23. % And the word of the L ORD came unto me, 
faying, 24. Son of man, fay unto her, Thou arc the 
land that is not cleanfed, nor rained upon in the day 
of indignation. 



phets 



in 



1 V 



25. There is a confpiracy of her pro- 
the midft thereof, like a roring lion ravening 
the prey : they have devoured fouls : they have taken 
the treafure and precious things : they have made her 

midft thereof. 26, Her priefts 



r. 



many, widows in the 

my law, and have profaned mine holy 

things 
and 



they have put no difference between the holy 
profane, neither have thev fhewed difference be- 



tween 
eyes 
them, 
wolves 



they 

the unclean and the clean, 
from 



and have hid their 



fabbaths, and I am profaned among 

midft thereof are like 



J- 
- f 

+ 



froy fouls, 
phets 



my 

27. Her princes in the 

the 



ravening 



to fhed blood, and to de- 



prey, 

to get difhoneft gain. 28. And her pro- 
have daubed them with untempered morter, fee- 
ing vanity, and divining lyes unto them, faying, Thus 
with the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not 
Spoken. 29. The people of the land have ufed op- 
P re ffion, and exercifed 



ft 



hi 



robbery, and have vexed the 
P°or and needy : yea, they have oppreffed the ft ranger 
^rongfully, 30, And I fought for a man among them 
to fhould make up the hedge, and ftand in the gap 
before me for the land, that I fhould not deftroy it • 
0u . c Wound none. 31. 
juje indignation upon them, 

Ith c ^ e fire of my wrath : their own wav have 



Therefore have 



I 



I poured out 
have confumed them 



-1 



1 recompenfed 
GOD. 

No. Ixviii. 



upon their heads, 



own 
faith 



way 

the 



Lord 



Here is, 1. A general idea given of the land of Ifrael, how well 
it deferved the judgments coming to deftroy it,^and how much 
it needed thefe judgments to refine it. Let the prophet tell her 
plainly, Thou art the land that is not cleanfed, not refined as metal 
is, and therefore needeft to be again put into the furnace 5 means 
and methods of reformation have been ineffectual ; thou art not 

This 



rained upon in the day of indignation. 
judgments which God brought upon them 



of . the 
of his 
Or when 



cleanfed, thy 
by a f weeping 
thee, yet thy 
more ojfenfive, 
rained upon. 



was one 
upon tnem in the day 

wrath, he withheld the rain from them, Jer. xiv. 4. 
thou art under the tokens of God's difpleafure, even in the day 
of indignation thou art not rained upon, u e. Thou haft not 
received inftruftion by the prophets, whofe doclrine is faid to 
defcend as the rain : or, when thou art corrected thou art not 

filth is not carried away as that in the ftreets is 
rain. Nay, tho* it be a day of indignation with 
filthine/s which fhould be done away, is become 
as that of a city is in dry weather, when it is not 
Or, Thou haft nothing to refrefli and comfort thy 
felf with in the day of indignation \ thou art not rained upon by 
divine confolations ; as the rich man in torment had not a drop of 
water, or rain, to cool his tongue. 

2. A particular charge drawn up againft the feveral orders 
and degrees of men among them, which fhews that they had 
all helped to fill the meafures of the nation's guilt, but none had 

done any thing towards the emptying of it, they are therefore: 
all alike. 

i. They have every one corrupted his way, and thofe who 
fhould have been the brighteft examples of virtue, were ring-* 
leaders in iniquity, and patterns of vice. 

(1.) The prophets that pretended to make known the mind of 
God to them, were not only deceivers, but devour ers^ ver. 25. 
and hardned them in their wickednefs, both by their preaching, 
wherein they promifed them impunity and profperity, and by 
their conversation, in which they were as profligate as any. 
There is a confpiracy of her prophets againft God and religion, 
againft the true prophets and all good men ; they confpired to- 
gether to be all in one fong, as Ahab's prophets were, to afiure 
them of peace in their finful ways. Note, The unity that is 
among pretenders to infallibility, and which they fo much boaft 
of, is only the refult of a fecret confpiracy againft the truth. 
Satan is not divided againft himfelf The prophets are in con* 
fpiracy with the murtherers and oppreflbrs, to patronize and pro- 
tect them in their wickednefs, and juftify what they did with 
their falfe prophecies, provided they may come in fharers with 
them in the profits of it. They are like a roaring lion ravening 
the prey, they thunder out threats againft them whofe ruin is 
aimed at, terrify them, or make them odious to the people, and 
fo make themfelves matters, (1.) Of their lives, they have de- 
voured fouls, have been acceflary to the fhedding of the blood of 
many an innocent perfon ; and fo have made many to become for- 
rowful widows, that were comfortable wives. They have per- 
fecuted thofe to death, who witnefled againft their pretentions 
to prophecy, and would not be impoied upon by their counter- 
feit commiffion. Or they devoured fouls by flattering finners into 
a falfe peace, and a vain hope, and feducing them into the paths 
of fin, which would be their eternal ruin. Note, Thofe who 
draw men to wickednefs, and encourage them in it, are the de- 
vourers and riiurtherers of their fouls. (2.) Of their ejlatcs^ 
when Naboth is fl-ain, they take pofleffion of his vineyard ; they 
have fiized the treafure and precious things, as forfeited ; fome 
ways or other * they had of devouring the widows houfes, as the 
Pharifees, Mat. xxiii. 14. Or, they got this treafure, and all 
thefe precious things, as fees for falfe and flattering prophecies; for 
he that puts not into their mouths, they even prepare war againjl 
him, Mic. iii. 6. It was fad with Jerufalem when fuch men as 
thefe pafled for prophets- (2.) The priefts who were teachers by 
office, and had the cuftody of the facred things, and fhould have 
called the falfe prophets to account, were as bad as they, ver. 26. 
(1.) They violated' the law of God, which they fhould have 
obferved, and taught others to obferve : they made no conference 
of the law of the priefthood, but openly broke it, and with con- 
tempt, as Hophni and Phineas. They did what they had a mind, 
with an exprefs ?ion obftante to the command of God. And how 
fhould they teach the people their duty, who lived in contra- 
diaion to their own ? (2.) They profaned God's holy things 
about which they were to minifter, and which they ought to 
have reftrained others from the profanation of. They fuffered. 
thofe to eat of the holy things that were unqualified by the law, 
the table of the Lord was contemptible with them ; by dealing 
in holy things with fuch unhallowed hands, they did themfelves 
profane them. (3.) They did not themfelves put a difference, nor 
did they fhew the people how to put a difference between^ the holy 
and profane, the clean and the unclean, according to the directions 
and diftin&ions of the law. They did not exclude thofe from 
God's courts that were excluded by the law, nor teach the 
people to obferve the difference the law had made between food 
clean and unclean ; between times and places holy and common ; 
but lived at large themfelves, and encouraged the people to do 
fo too. (4.) They hid their eyes from God's - fabbaths, i. e. they 
took no care about them, it was all one to them whether God's 
fabbaths were kept holy or no 5 they neither gave countenance 
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to thofe who obferved .thefti, nor check to thofe who profaned 
them, nor did they themfelves fhew any regard to them, or 
veneration for them. They winked at thofe who did fervile 
works on that day, and looked another way when they fhould 
havennfpedted the behaviour of the people on fabbath days. 
God*s fabbaths have fuch a beauty and glory put upon them 
by the divine inftitution, as may command refpedt ; but they bid 
their eyes from them, and would not fee that excellency in them. 
(5.) By all this God himfelf was profaned among them ; his au- 
thority was flighted, his goodnefs made light of, and the higheft 
affront and contempt imaginable put upon his holinefs. Note, 
The profanation of the honour of the fcriptures, of fabbaths, and 
facred things, is a profanation of the honour of God himfelf, 
who is interefted in them. (3.) The princes, who fhould have 
interpofed with their authority, to redrefs thefe grievances, were 
as daring tranfgreflbrs of the law as any other 5 ver. 27. they 
are like wolves ravening the prey : for fuch is power without 
juftice and goodnefs to- direft it. All their bufinefs was to gra- 
tify, (1.) Their own pride and ambition, by making themfelves 
arbitrary, and formidable. (2.) Their own malice and revenge, 
by Jhedding bloody and dejlroying fouls, facrificing to their cruelty 
a.*l thofe that ftood in their way, or had in any thing difobliged 
them. (3.) Their own avarice ; all they aim at is to get dijhoneft 
gain, by crufhing and opprefling their fubjecls j Lucri bonus eft 
odor ex re qualibet. Re?n, rem quocunquc modo rem* But tho' 
they had not power fufficient to carry them on in their op- 
preflive courfes, yet how could they anfwer it both to their 
credit, and to their confciences ? we are told how, ver. 28. 
the prophets daubed them with zm tempered ?norter ; told them in 
God's name, (horrid wickednefs ! ) that there was no harm in 
what they did, they might difpofe of the lives and eftates of their 
iubjefts as they pleafed, and could do no wrong ; nay, that in 
profecuting fuch and fuch whom they had marked out, they did 
God fervice: and thus they flopped the mouth of their con- 
fciences ; they alfo jufiified what they did to the people, nay, 
and magnified it,- as if it were all for the publick good, and fo 
laved their reputation, and kept their opprefled fubjecls from mur- 
muring. Note, Daubing prophets are the great fupporters of ra- 
vening princes, but will prove at laft their great deceivers, for 
they daub with untempered morter, which will not hold, nor 
will the wall ftand long that is built up with it. They pretend 
to be feers, but they fee vanity \ they pretend to be diviners, but 
they divine lies : they pretend a warrant from heaven for what 
they fay, and that it is all as true as gofpel ; they lay, Thus faith 
the Lord God, but it is all a fham, for the Lord has ?iot fpoken 
any fuch thing. 

(4.) The people that had any power in their hands learned of 
their princes to abufe it, ver. 29. They that fhould have com- 
plained of the oppreilion of the fubjecV, and have put in a claim 
of rights on behalf of the injured, that fhould have ftood up for 
liberty and property, were themfelves invaders of it The people 
of the land have ufed opprejfion, a?zd exercifed robbery. The rich 
opprefs the poor 5 matters their fervants, landlords their tenants, 
and even parents their own children 5 nay, the buyers and fellers 
will find fame way to opprefe one another : this is fuch a fin as 
when it is national, is indeed a national judgment^ and is threat- 
Tied as fuch, Ifa. iii. 5. The people Jhall be oppreffed every one by 
his neighbour. It is an aggravation of the fin, that they have 
vexed the poor and needy, whom they fhould have relieved, and 
have oppreffed the flranger, and deprived him of his right, to 
whom they ought to have been not only jufl but kind. Thus 
was the apoftafy univerfal, and the difeafe epidemical. 

2. There is none that appears as an interceflbr for them ; 
ver. 30. / fought for a ?nan aznong them, that fijould fl and in the 
gap, but I found none. Note, (1.) Sin makes a gap in the hedge 
of protection that is about a people, at which good things run 
out from them, and evil things pour in upon them ; a gap by 
which God enters to deftroy them. (2.) There is a way of 
xtanding in the gap, and making up the breach againft the judg- 
ments of God, by repentance and prayer, and reformation j 
Mofes flood in the gap when he made interceifion for Ifrael to 
turn away the wrath of God, Pfal. exxvi. 23. (3.) When God 
Is coming forth againft a finful people to deftroy them, he ex- 
pects fome to intercede for them, and enquires if there be but one 
that doth; fo much is it his defire and delight to fhew mercy. 
If there be but a man that ftands in the gap, as Abraham for 
Sodom, he will difcover him, and be well pleafed with him. 
(4.) It bodes ill to a people when judgments are breaking in upon 
them, and the fpirit of prayer is reftrained, fo that not one is 
found that will either give them a good word, or fpeak a good 
word for. them. (5.) When it is fo, what can be expected but 
utter ruin? ver. 31. Therefore have I pozired out mine indignation 
upon them, have given it full fcope that it may come upon them 
in a full ftream ; yet whatever God's wrath inflicts upon a people, 
it is their own way that is therein recompenfed upon their heads, 

and God deals with them no worfe, look how much better than 
their iniquity deferves. 



* * 



CHAP. XXIII, 



* - 

This long chapter, as before, chap. xvL and xx. Vx a bifi on 
apofiafies of God's people from him, and the aggravation f ^ 
apofiafies under the fimilitude of corporal whoredom and ff^ 
here the kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah, the ten tribes * p\ 
two, with their capital cities Samaria and Jerufalem a ^ 
dered diftinclly. Here is, (1.) The apoftafy of ' Ifrael 
maria from God, ver. 1 — 8. And their ruin fir it, ver ^ 
(2.) The apoflafy of Judah and Jerufalem from God, ver. 1 ^ l ° k 
And fentence paffed upon them, that they Jhall in like \na 
dejlroyed for it, ver. 22—35. (3.) The joint -wickednefiZV* 
both together, ver. 36 — 44. and the joinUruin of them 
ver. 45 — 49. And all that is written for warning Q 
the fins of idolatry, and confidence in an arm of flejh^ 1 ^ 

finful leagztes a?id confederacies with wicked people, which ^ 
the fins here meant by comznitting zvboredozn, is, that other ^ 
hear a?zd fear, and not fin after the fimilitude of the J 

fans of Ifrael and Judah* 



htk 



tra *Jirep 



i. rjn 



me, faying, 



2.. 



H E word of the L O R D came again unto 

Son of man, there were two 
women the daughters of one mother. 3. And thev 
committed whoredoms in Egypt, they committed whored 
doms in their youth : there were their breafts preffecf 
and there they bruifed the teats of their * 
And the names of them 



4- 
and 



Aholibah her fitter : 



were 9 
and 



they 



virginity. 
Aholah the elder 



and 



were mine, 

they bare fons and daughters : thus were their names 
Samaria is Aholah, and Jerufalem Aholibah. 5. A n j 
Aholah played the harlot when 
fhe doted on her lovers, on the Aflyrians her neiah 
bours, 



/he" was mine, and 



1 



. 6. Which were clothed with blue, captains and 
rulers, all of them deferable young men, horfemea 
riding upon horfes. 7. Thus fhe committed her 
whoredoms with them, with all them 



chofen men of Aflyria, and with 



that were the 
all on whom 



doted, with all their idols lhe defiled her felf. 



fhe 



L • 



nans 



8. Nei- 

ther left fhe her whoredoms brought from Egypt : for 
in her youth they lay with her, and they bruifed the 
breafts of her virginity, and poured their whoredom 
upon her. 9. .Wherefore I have delivered her into 
the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Affju 

upon whom fhe doted. 10. Thefe difcovered 
her nakednefs, they took her fons and her daughters, 
and flew her with the fword : and lhe became fa- 
mous among women, for they had executed judgment 
upon her. 

God had often fpoken to Ezeklel, and by him to the people, 

to this effect, but now his word comes again ; for God fpeahtb 
the fame thing once, yea twice^ yea many a time, and all little 
enough, and too little, for man .perceiveih it not. Note, To 
convince finners of the evil of fin, and of their, mifery and dan- 
ger by .reafon of .it, there is need of line upon line, fo loth we 
are to. know .the' worft by our felves. The finners that are here 
to be expofed are two women, two kingdoms, fifter-kingdoms, 
Ifrael and Judah, daughters of one. mother, havihg been for. a long 
time but one people.: Solomon's kingdom was fo large, fo popu- 
lous-, that immediately after his death it divided into two. 
Obferve, 

1. Their charafler when they were one, ver. 3. They com- 
mitted whoredoms in Egypt,, for there they were guilty of idolatry 
as we read before, chap. xx. 8. The reprefenting of thefe fins 
which are moft provoking to God, and molt ndning to a people 
by the fin of whoredom, plainly intimates what an exceeding 
finful fin uncleannefs is, how offehfive, how deftru&ive. Doubt- 
lefs it is itfelf one of the worft of fins, for other the worft ot 
fins are compared to it here, and often elfewhere ; which would 
increafe our deteftation and dread qf all manner of flejbly 

all appearances of them, and approaches to them, as mtwi 
againft the foul, , infatuating finners, bewitching them, alienating 
their minds from God and all that is good,, debauching conla- 
ence, rendering them odious in the eyes of* the pure and no/ 
God, and drowning them, at laft in deftruftion and perdition. 

2, Their names when they became two, ver. 4* ^he King- 
dom of Ifrael is called the elder fifler, becaufe that firft maflj 
the breach, and feparated from the family both of kings a 
priefts that God had appointed : the greater ftfler> fo the vf 
is, for ten tribes belonged to that kingdom, and only two to 
other. God faith of them both, they- were mine, for: they 
the. feed of Abraham his friend, and of Jacob his chofen ', w; 
were in covenant with God, and carried about wlt ^ Jz?™ weft 

fign of their ciratmcifion 7 the feal of the covenant. Thy ^ 




Note, Xhofe who have been in 



A therefore their apoftafy was the : higheft injuftice ; it j in the Jlatutes of the heathens ; it was for this that God was Very 
? an rz^A 9 * nrooertv* it was the bafeft ingratitude to I angry with them, and removed them out of his fight* Ver. r Sj 

And that the Aflyrians, whom they had been fo fond of* fhouldl 
be employed in executing judgments upon them was very remarka- 
ble, and fhews how God doth often in a way of righteous judg- 
ment, make that a fcourge to foment, which they have inordi- 
nately fet their hearts upon. The Devil will for ever be a tor-, 
men ter to. thofe impenitent finners, who now hearken to him j 
and comply with him as a tempter. 

Thus Samaria became famous among- women, or infamous ra- 
ther ; fhe became a name, fo the word is ; not only fhe came td 
be the fubje£l of difcourfe, and much talked of, as the defola- 

But fhe was 



, and' tnereiviw ■ — * s . . ,v> . j . . " 

%0M 9 * w . ^ Q oc ps property, it was the bafeft ingratitude to 
|\vas a "f n ^ benefactors, and a perfidious treacherous violation of 

^ tbC nft facred engagements, 
the r£ 01 tIie pe0 p] e of 'God, but revolted from him, have a great 

gprofc n n f wcr for more than thofe : who never made any fuch 
ifeal t0 a . <7-l^. imW: /. they were efpoufed to me, and 



they bare fans and daughters ; they were many among 
me devoted to God's honour, and employed in his fe 



them 
fervice, 



^if were the ftrength and beauty of thefe kingdoms, as children 



0 f the families they are born in. 



In this parable Samaria and 

k* o-dodi of Ifrael fhall bear the name of Aholah. Her own 
% the * in D jjgcaufe the places of worfhip, which that kingdom 



i^ A were'of their own devifing, their own chufing, and the 
- Wo it &lf tne i r own i nvent * on > God never owned it : her 
^h-nade to her f elf fo fome render it, let her take it to her 
Vif and make her beft of it. Jerufalem and the kingdom of 
y e k ear t h e name of Aholibah. tabernacle is in her* be-" 

' »fe ffer temple was the place which. God himfelf had chofen, 
■^titt his. name there. - He acknowledged it to be his, and ho- 
? red them with the tokens of his prefence in it. Note, Of 
& Tfe that ftand in relation to God, and make profeffion of his 
*°rne fome have greater privileges and advantages than others; 
?and as 'thole who have greater, are' thereby rendered the more 
i^ rJXCU fable \t they revolt from God ; fo thofe that have lefler, 
\\ vet will not thereby be rendred excufable. 

* " The treacherous departure of the kingdom of Ifrael from 
^God W- 5* -Aholah played the harlot when fhe zuas mine. 
-Though the ten tribes had defer ted the houfe of David, yet God 
: owned them for his ftill ; then Jeroboam in fetting up the golden 
t a |ves finned* and ?nade Ifrael to fin, yet as long as they wor- 
^ Clipped the God of Ifrael only, though by images, he did not 
.-•quite caft them off. But the way of fin is down-hill, Aholah 
■ played the harlot, brought in the worfhip of Baal, i Kings xvi. 

31. fet up that other go$> that dunghil god, in competition with 
Jehovah, i Kings xviii. 21. as a vile adulterefs dotes on her lovers, 
%caufethey are well drefled, and make a figure, becaufe they are 
'voting and handfome, ver. 6. clothed with blue, captains and 
VruUrs'y defirablc young men, genteel, and that pafs for men of 
; honour. So fhe doted upon her neighbours, particularly the Afiy- 
griaiis, who had extended their conquefts near them 5 fhe admired 
] their idols, and worfhipped them, admired the pomp of their 
i courts, and their military ftrength, and ccurted alliances with' 
; them upon any termsj as if their own God were not fufEcient 
jo be depended upon. We- find one of the' kings of Ifrael giving 
U ihoufand talents to the kings of AJJyria,' to engage him in his 
finterefts, 2 Kings xv. 19. She doted on the chofen men of Affyria, 
as worthy to be trufted and employed in the fervice of the ftate, 
Jver. 7.) and on all their idols with which Jhe .defiled her, f elf 
* : Note, Whatever creature we dote upon, pay homage to, and put 
: a confidence in, we make an idol of that creature ; and whatever 
Iwtmakean idol of, we defile our felves with. And now again, 
^ the convidtion looks back as far as the original of their nation 5 
':' neither left floe her whoredoms which Jhe brought from Egypt * ver;. 9. 
Their being idolaters in Egypt, was a thing never to be. forgot-, 
jaen; that they fhould be in love with Egypt's idols, even then 

* when they were continually in fear of Egypt's tyrants arid task- 
matters. But fas fome have obferved) therefore at that time, when 

1 Satan boa fled of his having' walked through the earth as all his own, 
gtodifprove his pretenfions God did not fay, Hall thou confidered 
:tiy people Ifrael in Egypt? for they were become idolaters, and 
' ! \ were not to be bragged of, but, Hajl thou confidered my fervant 
^Jcb 171 the land of Uz ? And this corrupt difpofition in them, 
Hv/hen they were firft formed into a people, is an emblem of that 
j j original corruption which is born with us, and is woven into bur 
?- conftitution, a'ftrong bias towards the world and the flefli, like 

2 that in the Ifraelites towards idolatry 5 it was bred in the bane 
: xvith them, and was charged upon them lone after, that 



long after, 
Egypt, it would 
been a houfe- of 



was charged upon 
they left not their whoredoms, brought from 
1 never out of the fiejh> though Egypt had 
• bondage to them ; thus the corrupt affections and inclinations 
I which we brought into the world with us we have not loft, 
I nor got clear of, but ftill retain them, though the iniquity we 
I were born in, was the fource of all the calamities which human 
I we is liable to. 

. 4» The deftru&ion of the kingdom of Ifrael for their apoftafy 
-aromGod, ver. 9, 10. I have delivered her into the hand of her 
iwtrs, God firft juftly gave her up to her luft 3 Ephraim u 
!»</ to idols, let him alone ; and then gave her up to her lovers. 
I he neighbour nations, whofe idolatries fhe had contormed to, 
vjnd whofe friendfhip fhe had confided in, and in both had affronted 

*Th ™ W made ufe of as the inftruments of her deftruftion, 
•c/!/ y r ' ans > on whom fioe doted, foon fpied out the nakednefs- 
^ ftr rl ' difcovered hQr blind fi de on which to attack her, 
j n Pped her of all her ornaments, and all her defences, and fo 



I fa^f \* Qr > ar J d made her naked and bare ; carried her fins and 
Uro f j r ^ nt0 . c aptivity, fiew her with the Jivord, and quite de- 
Sat 1 1 ^?gdom, and. put an end to it. We have the ftory 



* ih \ once flourifhin 



&c. 



whete the caufe of the ruin of 

^ their f f 7r"** A " 1,11 g kingdom by the Aflyrians, is fhe wed to be 
I 0rl aking the God of Ifrael^ fearing other, gods > and walking 



tions of cities and kingdoms fill the news-papers, 
thus ruined for her idolatries in terr.oretn, for warning to all peo- 
ple to take heed of doing likewife. As the publick execution of 
notorious malefadlors makes them fuch a name, fuch an ill name 
as may ferve to frighten others from thofe wicked courfes which 
have brought them to a miferable and ftaameful end. 
2 1 . All Ifrael Jhall hear and fear. 



Deutv xxi, 



was 
and 



11. And when her fifter Aholibah favv tbis i 

her inordinate love than 



file 



more corrupt in 
her whoredoms 



in 

whoredoms. 



. fhe* 

more than her fifter in her 



11. She doted 



upon the Aflyrians 
rulers clothed moffc 



her 



neighbours, captains and 
geoufly, horfemen riding upon horfes, 

Then I faw that fhe was 



all of 



gor- 
therri 



defirable . young 
defiled, that 



fhe 



they 
increafed her 



men. 13. 

took both one 



whoredoms 



way. 
for when 



pourtrayed 
deans 



upon the wall, the 
pourtrayed 



And that 
law men 
of the Chal- 



14. 
fhe 



with 



Girded vvith 



images 
vermilion, 15. 
girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed atcire up- 
on their head: all of them princes to look to, 
the manner of the Babyloniaris\pf Chaldea, the land 
of their nativity: 16. And affdon as fhe faw them 



after 



with her 



nativity : 

fhe doted 



eyes, 
unto them 



fengers 
lonians came to 



upon them, 
into Chaldea. 



her into the bed 



defiled her with their whoredom, 

and her 



and 
And 
love, 
and fhe 



if- 

of 



fent mef- 
the Baby- 
and they 



luted with 



them, 

Q 



was- pol- 
mind was alienated from 



them. 18. So fhe difcovered her whoredoms, and 
difcovered her nakednefs : then my mind was aliena- 

like as my mind was alienated from her 
fhe multiplied her 



ted from 
fifter. 




whoredoms, in 

calling to remembrance the days of her youth, where- 
fhe had Dlaved the harlot in the land 



in 
20. 



played 
For fhe doted 



upon their paramours, 



of Egypt, 
whofe flefh 



is- as the flefh of afles, and whofe ifTue is like the iffue 
of horfes., 21. Thus thou called ft to remembrance the 
lewdnefs of thy youth, in bruifing thy teats by the 
Egyptians, for the paps of thy youth. 



■ ■ 

The jJrophet Hofea in his time obferved that the two tribes 
retained their integrity in a great meafure, when the ten tribes 
had apoftatifed, Hof. xi. 1 2. Ephraim indeed compajfeth 7ne about 
with lies, but fudahyet rules with God, and is faithful with the 
faints, 'and this was juftly expedled from them, Hof iv. 15. 
Though thou Ifrael play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend. But 
this lafted not long ; by fome unhappy matches made between the 
houfe of David and the houfe of Ahab, the worfhip of Baal had 
been brought into the kingdom of Judah 5 but had been by the 
reforming kings worked out again ; and at the time of the cap- 
tivity of the • ten tribes, which was in the reign of Hezekiah, 
things were in a- good pofture : but it lafted not long, in the 
reign of Manaffeh, foon after the kingdom of Judah had feen 
the deftru£tion . of ihe kingdom of Ifrael, they became more 
corrupt than Ifrael had been in" their inordinate love of idols, ver* 
1 1. Inftead of being made better by the warning which that de- 
*ftru£Hon gave them, they were made worfe by it, as if they 
were difpleafed, becaufe the Lord had made that breach upon Ifrael ; 
and for that resifon became difaffecJed to him, and to his fer- 

inftead of being made to ftand in' awe of him as a jealou$ 

and liked thofe 



gods 
Note, Thofe 
who do noc 



vice 5 

God, they therefore grew ftrange to him, 
better that' would admit of partners with them, 
may juftly expe£t God's judgments upon themfelves, 
take warning by his judgments upon others ; who fee in others 
what is the end of fin, and yet continue to make a light matter 
of it. But it is bad indeed with thofe who are made wprfe by 
that which fhould make them better 5 and have their lufts irri- 
tated and exafperated by that which was defigned to fupprefs and 
fubdue them. Jerufalem grew worfe in her whoredoms, than her 
fifter Samaria had been in her whoredoms. This Was obferved 

51. Neither hath Samaria committed half of 



before, chap. xvi. 
thy fins* 

i. Jerufalem, 
-I(a»'L 21; She alio* doted upon 



that had been a faithful city, became a harlot^ 

the djjyriansy ver. 1 2. joined in 

league 




league with them, joined in worfhip with them ;• grew to be in. 
love with their captains and rulers, and cried up them as finer 
and more accompliflied gentlemen than any that ever the land of 
Ifrael produced ; fee how richly, how neatly they are drefled, 
clothed^mojl gorgeoujly ; how well they fit a horfe, they are horfe- 
meh riding on horfes ; how charmingly they look, all of them de- 
firable young men. And thus they grew to affect every thing that 
was foreign, and to defpife their own nation, and even the reli- 
gion "of it was mean and homely, and not to be compared with the 
curiofity and gaiety that was in the heathen temples. Thus fhe 
increafed her whoredoms ; file fell in love, fell in league, with the 
Chaldeans ; Hezekiah himfelf was faulty this way, when he was 
proud of the court which the king of Babylon made to him, and 
complimented his ambaffadors with the fight of all his treafures, 
Ifa. xxxix. z. And the humour increafed, wr. 14; fhe doted 
upon the piftures of the Babylonian^ captains, ver. 15, 16. joined 
in alliance with that kingdom, invited them to come and fettle in 
Jerufalem, that they might refine the genius of the Jewifh nation, 
and make it more polite ;* nay, they fent for patterns of their 
images, altars, and temples, and made ufe of them in their wor- 
ibip 5 thus was fhe polluted with their whoredoms, ver. 17. and 
thereby fhe difcovered her own whoredom, ver. 1 8. /. e. her own 
ftrong inclination to idolatry. And when fhe had had enough of 
the Chaldeans, and grew fick of them, and difpofed to break her 
Jeague with them, as Jehoiakim and Zedekiah did, her mind being 
alienated from them, fhe courted the Egyptians, doted upon their 
parfunony, ver. 20. would come into an alliance with them, and 
to ftrengthen the alliance would join with them in their idolatries, 
and then depend upon them to be their protestors frorrr all other 
nations ; for fo wife, fo rich, fo ftrong, was the Egyptian nation, 
and came to fuch perfection in idolatry, that there is no nation 
how they can take fuch fatisfa&ion in as in Egypt. Thus they 
called to retnembrance the days of their youth, ver. 19. the lewd- 
nefs of their youth, ver. 21. /•*• (1.) They pleafed them) elves 
with the 7-emembrance of it. When they began to fet their 
affections upon Egypt, they encouraged themfelves to put a confi- 
dence in that kingdom, becaufe of the old acquaintance they had 
with it, as if they ftill retained the guft and relifh of the leeks 
and onions they eat there ; or rather of the idolatrous worfhip 
they learned there, and brought up with them from thence ; 
when they began an acquaintance with Egypt they remembred 
how merrily their fathers worfhipped the golden calf, what mufick 
and dancing they had at that fport, which they learned in Egypt ; 
and hoped they fhould now have a fair pretence to come to that 
again. Thus Jhe multiplied her whoredoms, repeated her former 
whoredoms, and encouraged herfelf to clofe with prefent tempta- 
tions, by calling to remembrance the days of her youth. Note, 
Thole, who inftead of reflecting upon their former fins with for- 
row and fhame, reflect upon them with pleafure and pride, con- 
trait new guilt thereby, ftrengthen their own corruptions, and, in 
effe£t, bid defiance to repentance. This is returning with the dog 
to his vomit. (2.) They called it God's remembrance, and provoked 
him to remember it againft them. God had faid indeed that he 
would reckon with them for the golden calf, that idol of Egypt, 
Exod. xxxii. 34. But fuch . was his patience, that he feemed to 
have forgotten it, till they by their league now with the Egyptians 
againft the Chaldeans, did, as it were, put him in mind of it, 
and in the day, when he vifts, he will now, as-he hath faid, vifit 
for that. It is very obfervable how this adul terete changeth her 
lovers ; fhe dotes firft on the Aflyrians, then fhe thought the Chal- 
deans finer, and courted them ; .. after a while her mind was 
alienated from them, and fhe thought the Egyptians more power- 
ful, ver. 20. and fhe muft contradl an intimacy with them ; 
which fhews the folly, (1.) Of fiejhly lujls ; when they are in- 
dulged they grow humour fome and fickle, are foon furfeited, but 
never fatisfied, they muft have variety ; and. what is loved one 
day is loathed the next. Unius adulterium matrimonium vocant, 
faith Seneca. (2.) Of idolatry. Thofe who think one God too 
little, will not think a hundred enow, but will ftill be for trying 
more, as finding all in'fufficient. (3.) Of Teeking to creatures 
for help ; we go from one to another, but are difappointed in 
them all, and can never reft till we have made the God of Ifrael 
our help. 

2. The faithful God juftly gives a bill of divorce to this now 
faithlefs city, that is become a harlot. His jealoufy foon difco- 
vered her leudnefs, ver. 13. / faw that Jhe was defiled, that fhe 
was debauched, faw which way her inclination was, that the 
two fifters both took one way, and that Jerufalem grew worfe than 
Samaria ; for if we Jlretch out our hand to a flrange god, Jhall 
not God fearch this out ? No doubt he fhall ; and when he has 
found it, can he be pleafed with it ? No, ver'. 18. Then ?ny 
mind zvas alienated from her, as it was from her fifler. How 
could the pure and holy God any longer take delight in fuch a 
leud generation. Note, Sin alienates God's mind from the finner, 
and juftly, for it is the alienation of the tinner's mind from God 5 
but wo, and thoufand woes to thofe from whom God's mind is 
alienated, for whom he turns from he will turn againft. 



thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, 



and 1 



will 



bring them againft thee on every fide ; 23, 44 
bylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and ei? a * 
and Koa, and all the Aflyrians with th P m . i*° a > 



them i all ' 

them defirable young men, captains and rulers °^ 
lords and renowned, all of them riding upon* ho f 



great 



24. And they fhall come againft. thee with cha * 
wagons, and wheels, and with an aflembly of D n ° tSl 
which fhall fet aeainft thee buckler —J ? eo P Ie 



againft 
and helmet -round about 



and 



their judgments. 



and I will fee judg^!^ 
fore them, and they fhall judge thee accord;* 

25. And . I will f et my jjg* 

againft thee, and they fhall deal furioufly with th 
they fhall take away thy nofe, and thine ears 
thy remnant fhall fall by the fword : they fh a ji' t a ? 
thy fons and thy daughters, and thy fefidue fhall h 
devoured by the fire. 26. They fhall alfo ft r j p J* 
out of thy clothes, and take away thy fair few f 
27. Thus will I make thy lewdnefs to ceafe ft 
thee, and thy whoredom brought from the land of F* 
gypt : fo that thou fhalc not lift up thine 
them, nor remember Egypt any more, 
faith the Lord GOD, Behold, I 




into 
hand 



the hand of them whom thou 
of them from whom thy 



rt e K$ unto 

.„*;?" thus 
will deliver thee 
ha reft, j nt0 the 

mind is alienated 

29. And they fhall deal with thee hatefully, and ftaii 
take away all thy labour, and fhall leave thee naked 
and bare, and the nakednefs of thy whoredoms lhall 
be difcovered, both thy lewdnefs and thy whoredoms 

30. I will do thefe things unto thee, becaufe thou haft 
gone a . whoring after the heathen, and becaufe thou 
art polluted with their idols. 31. Thou haft walked 
in the way of thy filter, therefore will I 





cup into thine hand. 



give her 

32. Thus faith the Lord GOD 
Thou fhalt drink of thy fifters cup deep and large: 
thou fhalt be laughed to fcorn, and had in derifion • 
it containeth much. 33. Thou fhalt be filled with 
drunkennefs and forrow, with the cup of aftonifhment 
and defolation, with the cup of thy fifter Samaria. 
34. Thou fhalt even drink it, and fuck it out, and thou 
fhalt break the fherds thereof, and pluck off thine 

breafts : for I have fpoken it, faith the Lord 

35. Therefore thus faith the Lord GOD, 
Becaufe thou haft forgotten me, and caft me behind 
thy back, therefore bear thou alfo thy lewdnefs, and 
thy whoredoms. 



own 
GOD. 




Jerufalem ftands indicted by the name of Aholibah, for that 
fhe as a falfe traitor to her fovereign Lord the God of Heaven, 
not having his fear before her eyes, but moved by the inftigation 
of the Devil, had revolted from her allegiance to him, had com- 
pafled and imagined to fhake off his government, had kept up a 
correfpohdence, and joined in confederacy, with his enemies, and 
the pretenders to a deity, in contempt of his crown and dignity : 
to this indictment fhe has pleaded, Not guilty, I am not pollutii, 
I have_ not gone after Baalim. But it is found againft her by the \ 
notorious evidence of the fact, and fhe ftands convicted of it, nor ' 
has any thing material to offer why judgment fhould not be given, 
and execution awarded according to law. In thefe verfes therefore g 
we have the fentence. 

1. Her old confederates muft be her executioners ; and thofe 
whom fhe had courted to be her leaders in fin, are now to be 
employed as inftruments of her punifhment. Ver. 22. / will 
raife up thy lovers agairift thee ; the Chaldeans, whom formerly 
thou didft fo much admire and covet an acquaintance with, but 
from whom thy mind is fince alienated, and with whom thou hall 
perfidioufly broken covenant : they are called thy lovers, ver. 22. 
and yet ver. 28. them whom thou hat eft. Note, It is common 
for finful love foon to turn into hatred ; as Amnon's to Tamar. 
Thofe of headftrong and unreafonable paffions are often very hi 
againjl thofe perfons and things, that a little before they were as 
hot for. Fools run into extremes j nay, and wife men may fee 
caufe to change, their fentiments. And therefore as we fhould re- 
joice and weep, as if we rejoiced not and wept not ; fo we fhould 
love and hate as if we loved not, and hated not. Ita ama to* 
quam ofurus. 

2. The execution to be done upon her is very terrible. Her 
enemies fhall come againft her on every fide, ver. 22. Thofe ot 
the feveral nations that conftituted the Chaldean army, wr. *3» 
all of them great lords and renowned* whofe oomp and grandeur, 





and fplendid appearance made them look the more amid 
they came as friends to proteft and patronize Jerufalem ; 

formidable 



but the 
.rtf. and 



22*. f Therefore, O Aholibah,. thus faith the Lord aimed at no lefs than its ruin. (1.) They fhall come with a g 

GOD, Behold, I will raife up thy lovers againft 1 deal of military forces, ver. 24. with chariots and waggons, 6j 



teat 
fur 




2 



|- . ^ a jj fieceflary provilions for a camp, with arms and ' 
f)^ c ^l ot} bag and baggage, with a vaftarmy, and well armed. 
ft am f Thev & al1 have juftice on their fide ; / will Jet judgment before 
jp( 2 ' u evr /hall have right with them as well as might 3 for the 
0 ib ? rn * f Babylon had juft caufe to make war upon the king of Judah, 



|iingo ^ -^ a( j b ro k e n his league with him ; and therefore they ; 
PSj^k e ihee > n0t ° nly accord - ing - to God ' s j ud g ments * as * u ~ 



This will make the execution the more fevere, that 



If men deal never fo hatefully, never fo furi- 



the 

IMT 7 ments of his juftice^ to punifh thee for the indignities done to 
P - hut according to their judgments, according to the law of 
|^ in !* t0 punifli thee for thy perfidious dealings with them, 
^tio^j profecute the war with a great deal of fury and 

l^efentment; being a war of revenge, tbey Jh all deal with thee bate- 

l\^v fWords* w $ be dipped in poifon. Thou /Aw/, and they 

to^ll ^ hatefully with thee; thofe that will be hated, and 

^ h tcfully dealt with. (4-) God himfdf will lead them on, and 
V anger (hall be mingled with theirs, ver. 25. / will fet my jea- 
I* hf ogainjl^ thee, that (hall kindle this fire, and then they Jhall deal 
fo f ur iou/Iy with thee. 

P flv with us, if we have God on our fide we need not fear them, 
f£ °h J can do us no real hurt. But if men deal furioufly with us, and 
I God fet his jealoufy againft us too, what will become of us? 

The particulars of the fentence here palled upon this notorious 
Padulterefs, are, (1.) That all fhe has {hall be feized on. The 
$ : clothes and the fair jewels* with which fhe had endeavoured to 
h. recommend herfelf to her lovers, thefe fhe fhall be ftripped of, 
t-; ^ 2 6 # All thofe things that were the ornaments of their ftate 
r fhall be taken away. They Jhall takeaway all thy labour, all that 

- thou haft gotten by thy labour, and fhall leave thee naked and 

- lare^ ver. 29. Both city and country fhall be impoverifhed, and 
^ all the wealth of both fvvept away. (2.) That her children 
t\ fhall go into captivity 5 they {hall take thy fons and thy daughters, 
' ; and make flaves of them, ver. 25. for they are children of whore- 

JamSy unworthy the dignities and privileges of Ifraelites, Hof.\\. 4. 
f'(h) That {he fhall be ftigmatized and deformed ; they fhall take 
\cwaj thy no fe and thine ears', fhall mark thee for a whore, and 
^render thee for ever odious, ver. 25. This intimates the many 
£ cruelties of the Chaldean foldiers towards the Jews that fall into 
I their hands; whom it is probable they ufed barbaroufly. Some 
X will have this to be underftood figuratively; and by the nofe 
% they think is meant the kingly dignity; and by the ears, that of 
%t\itpriefthood. (4 J That fhe fhall be expofed to fhame ; thy lewd- 
Urufi and thy whoredoms /hall be difcovered, ver. 29. as when a male- 
^' faflor is puniflied, all his crimes arc ripped up,« and repeatecr^tb 
his difgrace ; what was fecret then comes to light, and what was 
lismhng fince is then called to mind. (5.) That fhe fhall be quite 
;h cut off and ruined. The remnant of thy people that have efcaped 
\ the famine and peftijence fiiall fall by the fword ; and the refidue of 
£ thy houfes that have not been battered down about thy ears fhall be 
^devoured by the fire, ver. 25. And this fhall be the end of Jeru- 
• falem. 



3. Becaufe fhe has trod in the fteps of Samaria's fins, fhe muft 
expect no other but Samaria's fate. It is common in giving judg- 
|2 nient to have an eye to precedents, fo has God in palling this fen- 
I tence on Jerusalem, ver. 3 1 , &c. Thou hafl walked in the way of 
Y}ihy fijler, notwithftanding the warning thou haft had given thee, 
|by the fatal confequences of her wickednefs, and therefore / will 
her cup, her portion of miferies, into thy hand. The cup of 
p the Lord's fury which will be to thee a cup of trembling. Now, 
This cup is faid to be deep and large, and to contain much, 
g. ver. 32. abundance of God's wrath, and abundance of miferies, 
fg the fruits of that wrath. 



pof, Jer. xxv. 15, 16. 



It is fuch a cup as that which we .read 
The cup of divine vengeance holds a great 
|| deal, and fo they will find into whofe hand it fhall be put. (2,) 
|» They fhall be made to drink the very dregs of this cup, as the 
p vnckdvxt faid to do, Pfal. lxxv. 8. Thou Jhalt drink it, and fuck it 
C:c«/, not becaufe it is pleafant, but becaufe it is forced upon thee, 
ver, 34. thou/halt break the /herds thereof and pluck off thine own 
J Ireafts, for indignation at the extreme bittcrnefs of this cup, being 
P\ full of the fury of the Lord, Ifa. li. 20. as men in great anguifii tear 
I their hair, and throw every thing from them. Finding there is no 
I remedy but it muft be drank, for I have fpoken it faith the Lord God, 
I thou flialt have no manner of patience in the drinking of it. 
% v') They fhall be intoxicated by it, made fick, and be at their 
|| Ws end, as men in drink are, ftaggering and ftumblingahd ready 
I to fall, ver% 33# cfhou fijalt be filled with drunkennefs and forrozv. 
|: A ote, Drunkennefs hath forrow attending it to fuch a degree, that 
I ^ utm °ft confufion and aftoniftiment is here reprefented by it. 
a v ho would think that that which is fuch a force upon nature, 

a fcandal to it, which deprives men of their reafon, diforders 

% them ' * - - r 



their good. (1 .) They have been bad, very bad} and that juftifies 
God in all that is brought upon them... ' fcr.'$p t [ i iv)U d&thefk 
things unto thee, becaufe thou hafl gorit ia whoring after f&c''hcatbeff. 



and ver. 3 $'. Becaufe thou baft forgotten me; and caft x m£ behind thy 
back. Note, Forgetfulnefs of God, and a contempt of llimV-bf-his 
eye upon us, and authority over us, is at the bottom of all our trea- 
cherous and adulterous departures from him. Therefore men wan- 
der after idols, becaufe- they forget God, and their obligations. to 
him ; nor could they look with fo much defire and del/ght upprjt 
the baits of fin, if they did. not firft caft God behind their back, as 
not worthy to be regarded. , And thofe who put fuch an affront 
upon God, how can they think but that it.fhould. turn upori 
themfelves at 3aft ? Therefore bear thou alfo thy lewdnefs and thy whore- 
doms, i. e. thou fhalt fuffir the pu7tifi?nent of it, and thou alone: 
muft bear the blame. Men need no more to fink them than the 
weight of their own fins ; and they, who will not part with their 
lew chiefs and their %vhoredo7iis, muft bear them. (.2.) They fhall h& 
better, much better, and this fire,- tho' confu?ni?ig on many, fhall be 
refilling to a remnant, ver. 27. Thus will I make thy lewdnefs to ceafe 
from thee. The judgments which were brought upon them by 
their fins parted between them and their fins, and taught them at 
length to fay, What have we to do any more with idols ? Obferve* 
(1.) How inveterate the difeafe was ; thy whoredoms were brought 
from the land of Egypt. Their difpofition to idolatry was early and 
innate, their practice of it was ancient, and had gained a fort of 
prefcription by long ufage. (2.) How compleat the cure was not- 
withftanding; tho' it has taken root, yet it fhall be made to ceafe* 
fo that thou fhalt not fo much as lift up thine eyes to the idols again* 
nor remember Egypt with pleafure any more. They fhall avoid the 
occafions of this fin, for they fhall not fo much as look upon an idol, 
left their hearts fhould unawares walk after their eyes. And they 
fhall abandon all inclinations to it ; they fhall not remember Egypi^ 
i. e. they fhall not retain any of that affection for idols, which 
they had from the very infancy of their nation. They got it 
through the corruption of nature in their bondage^ in Egypt, and 
loft it through the grace of God in their captivity in Babylon, 
which this was the bleffed fruit of, even the taking away of fin ; of 
that fin ; fo that whereas before the captivity, no nation (all things 
confidered) was more impetuoufly bent upon idols and idolatry than 
they were, after that captivity no nation .was more vehemently fet 
againft idols and idolatry than they -were ; infomuch that at this, 
day the image-worlhip which is practifed in the church of Rome 
confirms the Jews as much as any thing in their prejudices againft 
the Chriftian religion. . 



36. $ The LORD 

of man, wilt thou judge 

declare unto them their abominations 



faid moreover unto me, Sort 

Aholah arid Aholibah ? 



and 



5 37- 
blood is in 



That 



their 



yea, 

they have committed adulcery, 
hands^ and with their idols have they committed adul-« 

and have alfo caufed their fons whom they bare 

for them through the fire to devour 
them. 38. Moreover, this they have 



tery, 
unto 



me, to 



pafs 



they have defiled my fandtuary in 
have 



flain 
the 



profaned my fabbaths. 39 
their children to their idols, 



aone unto 
the fame 
For when 



aay, 
they 
then they 



me : 
and 
had 
came 
and 



fame day into my fandluary to profane it ; 

the midft of mine houfe. 



lo, thus have they done in 
And furthermore, 



40. 
come from 



far, 



and lo they 
felf, paintedft 
ornaments, 41 
a table prepared 
mine incenle and 
multitude beinsc at eafe ivas with 



that ye Have fent for men ro 
unto whom a meffenger zvas fent, 
for whom thou didft wafh thy 

and deckedft thvfelf with 



came, 
thy eyes 

. And fatteft upon 
before 



thyfclf 

a {lately bed, and 



1C > 

mine oyl. 42. 



whereupon 

And 



her, 



thou haft, fen 

of a 
the 



a voice 
and with 
S^beans from 



men of the common fort were brought 
the wildernefs, which put bracelets uporr their hands, 
and beautiful crowns upon their heads. 43. Then faid 
I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now 

'with her, and fhe with them ? 



commie 
Yet 



was 

whoredoms 



went in unto her, as 

harlot : 



they 

that playeth the 

unto Aholibah the lewd 



they 
fo 



go 
went 



in unto 



they in 



they 



manner 



Q ' Hi to the laft degree, and is therefore expreffive of the greatejl 

ptoj/fry, fhould yet be with many a beloved fin; that they fhould • — 

|| ^rnn their own fouls, to diftemper their own bodies? Who has \ adulterefles, and 

§SeS n 1 7 '° W Ukc them ? - Prov ' Xxiii# 29> ' Bcins fo imoxi - 
§!(' t y *" a N become as drunkards deferve to be, a laughing- 

t( j all about them, ver. 32. Thou Jhalt be laughed to fiorn, and 
^EoerM * 5 VCr ' as a< ^' n § ridiculoufly in every thing thou 
^judff f ^" en God is about to ruin a people he makes their 
} J* 1 / » an d pours contempt on their princes, Job xii. 17, 21. 
Itefcr i 11 this God be juft'fied, and by all this they will be 

} i fo the iffue even of this will be God's glory and I nefs 

lxviii e 



and 



women, 
fhall judge 
after 



the 

are 



a com- 



44. 

a woman 

unto Aholah and 
45. % And the righteous men, 
them after the manner of adulterefles, 

of women that fhed blood •, becaufe they 

blood is in their hands. 46. For 
thus faith the Lord GOD, I will bring up 
pany among them, and will give them to be removed 
and fpoiled. 47. And the company fhall ftone them 
with ftones, and difpatch them with their fwords ; 
they fhall flay their fons and their daughters, and burn 
up their houfes with fire. 48. Thus will I caufe lewd- 

to ceafe ous of the land 3 that all women may be 
24 P • taughe 
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tabetic not tO 66 afttr y6tir levWnefs. 49- And they Great preparation was made for the reception of^T" 

"lhall recompehfe your lewdnefs , upon you, arid ye lhall | ™™?™> .*? !^ r __^ h ?:! n ^:^. ?^ K *.^^ : Jfe- 
bear the' fins of your idols : and ye fliall know that I 
*z/z* the -Lord GOD. 



After the ten tribes were carried Into captivity, and that king- 
dom was made qdite.defolate, thfe remains of it by degrees incor- 
porated With the kingdom of Judah, and gained a fettiement 
(many of them) in Jerufalem ; : fo that the two Jijlcrs were in 
effect become one again : And therefore in thefe verfes the prophet 
takes thofe to task jointly who were* thus conjoined. Wilt thou 
judge dbolah and jfholibah together? iter. 36. wilt thou go about 
to excufe for them ? Thou feeft the matter is fo bad as not to bear 



new clothes, fitted up the rooms of ftate, 
and made it look frefti. 
ftately throne ; a table was 
and ?nlne incenfe. 



Or rather, thou fhalt now be employed in God's 

The matter is rather worfe 



an excufe. 

name to judge them, chap, xx, 4. 
than better fince the union. 

1 . Let them be made to fee the fins they are guilty of, declare 
unto them openly and boldly their abominations. 

(r.) They have been guilty of grofs idolatry, here called adul- 
tery ; with their idols they have committed adultery, ver. 37. have 
broken their marriage-covenant with God ; have lufled after the 
gratifications of a carnal ferifual mind in the worlhip of God. 
This is the firft and worft of the abominations he is to charge them 
with. 

(2.) They have committed the moft barbarous murthers, in 
Sacrificing their children to Moloch, a fin fo unnatural, that they 
deferve to hear of it upon all occafions : Blood is in their hands, 
innocent blood, thfe blood of their own children, which they 
have caufed to pafs thro 9 the fire, ver. 37. not that they might be 
dedicated to the idols, but that they might be devoured 5 a fign 
they loved their idols better than that which was deareft to them 
in the world. 

(3.) They have profaned the facred things, with which God 
had dignified and diftinguifhed them. This they have done unto me^ 
this indignity, this injury, ver. 38. Every contempt put upon 
that which is holy, reflects upon him who is the fountain of holi- 
nefs 5 and from a relation to whom whatever is called holy has its 
denomination. God had fet up his fancluary among them, but 
they defiled it, by making it a houfe of merchandife, a den of 
thieves; nay, and much worfe, there they fet up their idols and 
worfhipped them, and there they filed the blood of God's prophets. 
God had revealed to them his holy fabbaths, but they profaned them, 
by doing all manner of fervile work therein, or perhaps by fports 
and recreations on that day, not only pradiifed but allowed and 
encouraged by authority. They defiled the fancluary, on the fame 
day that they profaned the fabbath. To defile the fanfhiary was 
bad enough on any day, but to do it on the fabbath day was an ag- 

We ufe to fay, the better day the better deed, but here 

::God takes notice of the circum- 



compared to the pains that an adulterefs takes to ^V^^ 
look handfome. Jezebel-like thou paint e/l thy face, and d I 
with ornaments, ver. 40. The king and princes' man t^^fif 

" beautified SV mfelv 

Thou faiejl upon a Jlately bed I tUre 
as prepared, tvhereon thou haft r*' 
This was either, (1.) A feaft for Z 
dors, a noble treat, agreeable to the other preparation *r h 
was incenfe to perfume the room, and oil to anoint their h * A * 
(2.) An altar already furnifhed for the ambafTador's ufe I u 0r > 
Ihip of their idols ; to let them know that the Ifraelit es w ^ 
ftrait-laced, but that they could allow foreigners the free ^ 
their religion among them, and furnifh them with ch^T* 0 * 
ana] complimented them fo far as to join with them in th • 5 ^ 
tibns; tho' the law of their God was a£ainft it VPt *f Irdev °* 



eafily difpenfe with themf elves to oblige a friend. 



The oil ^ 

God calls his, not only becaufe it was the gift of his' ky^'T^' 
but becaufe it lhould have been offered at his altar; • . ence > 
aggravation of their fin in ferving idols, and idolaters 
Hof ii. 8. 



3 



gravation. 

the better day the worfe deed. 
ftances of fin which add to the guilt. 



He flie ws, ver. 39. what 
was their profanation, both of the fancluary and of the fabbath. 
They few their children, and facrificed them to their idols, to the 
great difhonour both of God and of the human nature ; and then 
came the fa?ne day, their hands embrued with the blood of 'their 
children, and their clothes ftained with it, to attend in God's 
fancluary, not to ask pardon for what they had done, but to pre- 
fent themfelves before him, as other Ifraelites did, expecting 
acceptance with him, notwithstanding thefe villainies they were 
guilty of. As if God either did hot know their wickednefs, or 
did not hate it: Thus they profaned the fancluary, as if that were 
>a protection to the worft of malefactors 3 for thus they did in the 
midji of his houfe. Note, It is a profanation of God's folemn 
ordinances, when thofe that are grofsly and openly profane and 
vicious, impudently and impenitently fo intrude upon the fervices 
and privileges of them. Give not that which is holy u?2to dogs. 
Friend, hozv camef thou in hither f 

(4.) They have courted foreign alliances, been proud of them, 
and repofed a confidence in them. This alfo is reprefented by the 
fin of adultery, for it was a departure from God, not only to whom 
alone they ought to pay their homage, and not to idols, but in whom 
alone they ought to put their truf, and not in creatures. Ifrael was 
a peculiar people, muft dwell alone, and not be reckoned among the 
nations, and they profane their crown, and lay their honour in 
the duft, when they covet to be like them, or in league with them : 
But this they have now done ; they have entred into ft rict alliances 
with the Afiyrians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians, the moft renowned 
and potent kingdoms at that time ; but they fcorned alliances with 
the petty kingdoms and ftates that lay near them, which 
might have been of more real fervice to them. Note, Affecting 
an acquaintance and correfpondence with great people, has often 
been a fnare to good people. Let us fee how Jerufalem courts her 
high allies, thinking thereby to make herfelf confiderable. 

1. She privately requefted that a publick embafly might be fent 
to her, ver. 40. you fent a meJTengcr for men to come from far. It 
feems then the neighbours had no defire to come into a confederacy 
with Jerufalem, but {he thruft herfelf upon them, and fent under 
hand to defire them to court her. And lo they came. The wifeft 
and beft may be drawn unavoidably into company and converfation 
with profane and wicked people ; but it is no fign either of wifdom 

or goodnefs to covet an intimacy with fuch, and to court it. 



yet 



w h ich was aa j 
it. See ' 

There was great joy at their coming, as if it We re fu u 
blefling as never happened to Jerufalem before, ver. 42. j « a 
a multitude being at eafe was with her : The people were v ^/ ■ 
for they thought themfelves very fafe and happy now thev 
powerful. allies ; and therefore attended the ambafiadors iwith I 
huzzas and acclamations of joy. A great confluence of 
there was to the court upon this occafion. , The men ofth* 



powerful allies 



fort were there to grace the folemnity, and to increafe the cr 
and with them were brought S a beans from the wilder nefs* Th 
gin^reads it drunkards from the tuildernefs, that would drink he J 



e mar- 



cavak 



to the profpenty of this grand alliance, and force them uponothe * 
and be moft noify in fhouting upon this occafion. Whoever th & 
were, in honour of the ambafladors, they put bracelets upon /I 
hands, and beautiful crozvns upon their heads, which made the ^ 
cade appear very fplendid. 

4- God by his prophets warned them againft ^ makine thefe 
dangerous leagues with foreigners, ver. 43. Then /aid I unto L 
that zvas old in adulteries, that from the firft was fond of leases 
with the heathen, of matching with their families, Jud* n { I 
and afterwards of making alliances with their kingdoms; and tho' 
often difappointed therein would never be diffuaded from it; 
was the adultery {he was old in; I faid, Will they now commit whorl 
doms with her, and Jhe with them '? Surely experience and obfer- 
vation will by this time have convinced both them and her 
an alliance betweezi the nation of the Jews and a heathen 



This 



that; 
nation, 




can never be for the advantage of either: They are iron and dn 
that will not mixj, nor will God blefs it or fmile upon it. But it 
feems her being old in thefe adulteries, inftead of weaning her from 
them, as one would expect, doth but make her the more impudent and 
infatiable in them ; for tho' (he was thus admoniftied of the folly of 
it, yet they went in unto her, ver. 44. A bargain was foon clapped 
up, and a league made firft with this, and then with the other 
foreign ftare. - Samaria did fo, Jerufalem did fo, like lewd women. 
They could not reft fatisfied in the embraces of God's laws and j 
care, and the afliirances of protection he gave them ; they could 
not think his covenant with them fecurity enough. But they muft 
by treaties and leagues, politick ones (they thought) and well con- 
certed, throw themfelves into the arms of foreign princes, and 
put their interefts under their protection. Note, Thofe hearts go § 
a whoring from God that take a complacency in the pomp of the 

world, and put a confidence in its wealth, and in an arm of 'flcfo> 
Jer. xvii. 5. 

2. Let them be made to forefee the judgments that are coming 

upon them for thefe fins. Ver. 45. The righteous men the$jhall 
judge them. Some make the inftruments of their deftru&ion to be 
the righteous ?nen that Jkall judge them. The Afly rians that deflroyed 
Samaria, the Chaldeans that deftroyed Jerufalem, thofe were com- 
paratively righteous, had a fenfe of juftice between man and man, 
and jufly refented the treachery of the Jewifh nation ; however, 
they executed God s judgments, which we are fure are all righUous. 
Others underftand it of the prophets, whofe office it was in God's 
name to judge them and pafs fentence upon them. Or, we may take 
it as an appeal to all righteous men, to all that have a fenfe of equity, 
they {hall all judge concerning thefe cities, and agree in their ver- 
dict, that forafmuch as they have been no tor iou fly guilty of adu!-f 
tery and murther, and the guilt is national, that therefore they f 
ought to fufFer the pains and penalties, which by law are inflicted 
upon women in their peribnal capacity that fhed bloody and are 
adulterejes. Righteous men will fay, why fhould bloody Mty 

cities efcape any better &an bloody filthy perfons ? judge> lp rG i 
thee, Ifa. v. iii. 

This judgment being given by the rightedus men, the. rights 
GW will award execution. See here, (1.) What the execution g 
will.be, ver. 46, 47. The fame as before, ver. 23? & Ct . a ^ 
ver. 28, &c. God will bring a company of enemies upon iim® 
who fhall be made to ferve his holy purpofes, even then whenthejr 
are ferving their own finful appetites and pafiions. Thefe enemies 
lhall eafily prevail, for God will give them into 'their hands to H 

removed and Spoiled \ this company fhall f one* them with ®% 

malefictors/« 




difpatch 



nd as was fometimes done in fevere executions, witnefs 
hvords ; a ' ^ ^ a jj jj ay c j } ;/^ ren an d burn their boufes. 

t) What will be the efF e a S of it. (i.) Thus they flail fuffer 
for'theiffins 57 _ ^ 



lewdnefs 



recompenfed upon them. ver. 49. 

rWfl/c as before, ver. «. Thus 



r-v* 



» • 

a ' 



I (hall 



a '\\ affert the honour of his broken law, and injured govern- 
nd let the world know what a juft and jealous God he 



ment 



} 1 Thus they fhall be broken ofF from their fins. 
is ' riljnefs to ceafe out of the land, ver. 48. as before, ver. 27. 
nt Suaionof God's city, like the death of God's faints, 
do that for them which ordinances and providences be- 



4. 



fore 



I - 
' I 

* ■ * 



-I 



« » 



v 

f * 



1 
1 „ 



hi 



uld "not do, it fhall quite take away their fin; fo that 
fkm ftall rife out of its afhes a new lump, as gold comes 
J cr f t j ae furnace, purified from its drofs. (3.) Thus other 
° U ' °and nations will have fair warning given them to keep 
C i tlCS fcitfp« from idols ; that all women may be taught not to do 

f flors thattney may oc mauc examples 1^ - 
// /Swr /corner, and the fimple will beware. 

^ntsofGod uponfome are defigned to teach others, and happy 
1116 who receive inftruclion from them, not to * — J : ~ 

left they be taken in their fnares. 

muft know God is the Lord, ver. 49. 



The judg- 



tread in the 
And thofe 



1-. 



• - 



they 

fteps of finners 
who would be taught this. 

that he is the governor of the world, a God that judgeth in the 
P *rfh and with whom there is no refpeSi of perfons. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



*■ - 



i 
■ 



v. 



ttr* tfr* to* fermons in this chapter preached on a particular occa- 
fan and they are both from mount Sinai, the mount of terror, 
both from mount Ebal, the mount of curfes, both fpeak the ap- 
proaching fate of Jerufalem. The occafion of the?n was the king 
cf Babylon* s laying fiege to Jerufalem, and the defign of them is 
tofljav, that in the ijfue of that fiege he fhould be not only mafler 
of the place, but defrayer of it. ( 1 .) By the Jign of fiefh boiling 
hi a pot over the fire, is Jheiued the mij cries that Jerufalem 
fhould fuffer during the fiege, and juflly for her filthinefs, ver. 
1 — 1 ^ (2.) By the Jign of Ezekiel's not mourning for the death 
tf his wife, is Jhcwed that the calamities coining upon Jerufalem 
were too great to be lamented, fo great that they Jhould fink down 
under them into a filent defpair, ver. 15 — 27. 




Gain 



in 



h Write thee the 



in the ninth year, in the tenth month, 

the tenth day of the month, the word of 

Son of man, 
of this fame 



the LORD came unco me, faying, 2. 



name of the day, even 

fee himfelf 



fday: the king of Babylon 

And utter 



Sfalem this fame day. 
c rebellious houfe, and 
iLord GOD, Set 
water into it. 4. 



3 



a parable unto the 
fay unto them, Thus faith the 



on a pot, 
Gather the 



fet it on, and alfo 



even 
I fill 



every 
it with 



good piece, the 
the choice bones. 



the flock, and burn alio 



pour 

pieces thereof into it, 
thigh, and the flioulder, 
5. Take the choice of 
the bones under it, and 



We have here, 

1. The notice God gives to E^ekiel in Babylon, of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's laying fiege to Jerufalem, juft at the time when he was 
doing it, ver. 2. Son of man, take notice, the king of Babylon that 
is now abroad with his army thou knoweft not where* fet hhnfelf 
againjl yerufalem, this fame day. It was many miles, it was many 
days journey, from Jerufalem to Babylon ; perhaps the laft intelli- 
gence they had from the army was, that the defign was upon Kab- 
bah of the children of Ammon, and that the campal'gn was to be 
opened with the fiege of that city. But God knew, and could 
tell the prophet, this day, at this time, Jerufalem is invefted, 
and the Ghaldean army is fet down before it. Note, As all 
times, fo all places, even the moft remote, are prefent with God* 
and under his view. He tells it the prophet, that the prophet 
might tell it the people, that fo when it proved to be punctually 
true, as they would find by the publick intelligence in a little! 
time, it might be a confirmation of the prophet's miifion, and 
they might infer, that fince he was right in his news, he was fo 
in his predictions, for he owed both to the fame correfpondence 
he had with heaven. 

2. The notice which he orders him to take of it. He muft 
enter it in his book, memorandum, that in the ninth year of Je- 
hoiakim's captivity, (for thence Ezekiel dated, chap. i. 2. which 
was alfo the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, for he began to reign 
when jehoiakin was carried off) in the tenth month, on the 
tenth day of the month, the king of Babylon laid fiege to Je- 
rufalem ', and the date here agrees exactly with the date in the 
hiftory, 2 Kings xxv. 1. See how God revealeth things to his 
fervants the prophets, efpecially thofe things which ferve to con- 
firm their word, and fo to confirm their own faith. Note, It 
is good to keep an exact account of the date of remarkable oc^ 
currences, which may fometimes contribute to the manifeftihg 
of God's glory fo much the more in them, and the explaining 
and confirming of fcripture prophecies. Known unto God are 
all his zvorks. 

3. The notice which he orders him to give to the people there^ 
upon, the purport of which is, that this liege of Jerufalem nov\« 
began will infallibly end in the ruin of it. This he muft fay to 
the rebellious houfe, to thofe of them that were in Babylon, to be 
by them communicated to thofe who were yet in their own land* 
A rebellious houfe will foon be a ruinous houfe. 

1. He muft fhew them this by a Jign; for that ftupid people 
needed to be taught as children are. The comparifon made ufe 
of is that of a boiling pot. This agrees with Jeremiah's vifion, 
many years before, when he firft began to be a prophet, and pro- 
bably was defigned to put them in mind of that, Jer. i. 13. I fee 
a feething pot, with the face towards the north, and the expla- 
nation of it, ver. 15. makes it to fignify the befieging of Jeru- 
falem by the northern nations. And as this comparifon is inten- 
ded to confirm Jeremiah's vifion, fo alfo to confront the vain 
confidence of the princes of Jerufalem, who had faid, chaj>. xi. 3. 
^This city is the caldron, and we are the fiefh, meaning we are as 
fafe here as if we were furrounded with walls of brafs : well, 
faith God, It fhall be fo, you fhall be boiled in Jerufalem, as 
the flefh in the caldron, boiled to pieces ; let the pot be fet on 
with water in it, ver. 4. let it be filled with the flefh of the 
" choice of the f.o:k, ver. 5. with the choice pieces, ver. 4. and the 
marrow-bones : and let the other bones ferve for fuel, that, one! 
way or other, either in the pot, or under it> the whole -beaft may- 
be made ufe of. A fire of bones, tho* it be a flow fire, for the 



^make it boil well, and 'let them feethe the bones of it fiege was to be long, yet it is a fure and lafting fire ; fuch -was 
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out 



ts 



God's 
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bring 
For 



|it out piece by piece, let no lot tall upon it. 7. 
her blood is in the midft of her, fhe fet it upon the top 
^of a rock, fhe poured it not upon the ground, to cover 

v it with " ' 



They 
fafety 



duft 



8. That it might caufe fury to come 
up to take vengeance : I have fet her .blood upon the top 

Itfarock, that it fhould not be covered, o. There- 
fore 



rock, that it fhould not be covered, 
thus faith the Lord GOD, Wo to 



9- 
the 



bloody 



Cl ty> I will even make the pile for fire great. 10. Heap 
1 on wood, kindle the fire, confume the flefh, and fpice 
I it well, and let the bones be burnt. 11. Then fet it 
* empty upon the coals thereof, 
^be hot, and may burn, and 
|ipay be molten in it, that the 
jlumed. 

i her winr not 



It 



12. She hath wearied her felf 

forth out of 



that the brafs of it may 
that the filthinefs of 
fcum of it may be con- 

and 



wrath againft them, and not like the crackling of thorns 
a pot, which has noife and blaze, but no intenfe heat, 
that from all parts of the country fled into Jerufalem for 
would be fadly difappointed, when the fiege laid to it 
would foon make the place too hot for them and yet there was 
no getting out of it, but they muft be forced to abide by it, as 
the flefh in a boiling pot. 

z. He muft give them a comment upon this fign. It is to be 
conftrued as a wo -to the bloody city, ver. 6. And again, ver. 9. 
being bloody, let it go to pot to be boiled, it is the fi.tteft place 
for it. Let us here fee, 

1. What is the courfe God takes zvith it. 
fiege is like a pot boiling over the fire, 
a hurry. (1.) Care is taken to keep a 

which fignifies the clofenefs of the fiege, and the many 
attacks made upon the city by the benegers, and 



Jerufalem during the 
all in a heat, all iri 
o;ood fire under the 



pot, 



great fcum went 

M he in the -fire. 

<;?oecaufe I 



with 
her : 



lyes, 
her fcum 



In 



,. have 
m thou fhalt 



thy filthinefs is lewdnefs : 
and thou waft 



13. 

purged thee, ana tnou wait not pur- 
not be purged from thy filthinefs any 
I have caufed my fury to reft upon thee. 
[t , c -LORD have fpoken it, it fhall come to 
ip, and I will do it, I will not go back, neither will I 

neither will I repent 5 
^according to thy doings 

H *e Lord GOD. b 



pore. 



till 
the 



according to 
fhall 



thy 



they 



ways, 

judge thee, 



vigorous attacics maae upon cne city 

efpecially the continued wrath of God burning againft them j 
ver. 9. / will make the pile for fire great. Commiflion is given 
to the Chaldea-ns, ver. 10. to heap on zuood, and kindle the fire ^ 
make Jerufalem more and more hot to the inhabitants. Note, 
The fire which God kindles for the confuming of impeni- 
tent finners ftall never abate, much lefs go out for want of 
fuel. Tophet has fire and much zuood, Ifa. xxx. 33. (2.) The 
meat as it is boiled is taken out, and given to the Chaldeans 
for them to feaft upon. Confume the flefh, i. e. let it be through- 
ly boiled, boiled to rags; fpice it well, and make it favoury, for 
thofe that will feed fweetly upon it ; let the hones M burnt, ei- 
ther the bones under the pot, let them be confumed with the 
other fuel ; or, as fome think, the bones in the pot : let it boil 

fo furioufly, as that not only the flefh rnay bfe lodden, but even 

the 



- 1 



• 4 ■ 
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Chap. XXIV. 



P-XXiv, 



the bones foftened ; let all the inhabitants of Jerufalem be; by 
ficknefs, fword, and famine; reduced to the extremity of mi- 
fery. And then, ver. 6. Bring it out piece by piece, let every 
man be delivered into the enemy's hand, to be either put to 
the fword, or made a prifoner : let them be an eafy prey to them, 
and let the Chaldeans fall upon them as eagerly as a hungry man 
doth upon a good difh of meat when it is fet before him. Let 
no lot fall upon it ; every piece in the pot (hall be fetched out and 
devoured firft or laft, and therefore it is no matter for cafting 
lots, which {ball be fetched out firft. It was a very fevere mili- 
tary execution, when David meafured Moab with two lines to put 
to death, and one full line to keep alive, z Sam. viii. z. But here 
is no line, no lot of mercy, made ufe of; all goes one way, and 
that is to de/lruclion.. (3.) When all the broth is boiled away, 
the pot is fet empty upon the coals, that it may burn to, which 
iignifies the fetting the city on fire, ver. 1 1 . The fcum of the 
meat, or, as fome tranflate it, the ruft of the metal is fo got 
into, the pot, that ■ there is no making it clean by wafhing or 

it, and therefore it muft be done by fire ; fo let the 
be burnt out of it, or rather molten in ii, and burnt 
Let the vipers and their neft be confumed together. 
z. What is the quarrel God has with it. He would not take 
thefe fevere methods with Jerufalem, but that he is provoked to 
it > fhe deferves to be thus dealt with : For, 

1. It is a bloody ciiy^ ver. 7, 8. Her blood is in the midjl of her. 
Many a barbarous murder has been committed in the very heart 
of the city ; nay, and they have a difpofition to cruelty in their 
hearts ; they inwardly delight in blood-fhed, and fo it is in the 
?nidjl of them. Nay, they commit their murthers in the face of 
the fun, and openly and impudently avow them, in defiance of 
the juftice both of God and man. She did not pour out the blood 
fhe (lied upon the ground to cover it with dufl, as being ajhamed of 
the fin, or afraid of the punifhment. She did not look upon it 
as a filthy thing, fit to be concealed, Deut. xxiii. 13. much lefs 
dangerous. Nay, fhe poured out the innocent blood fhe fhed upon 
a rocky where it would not foak in, upon the top of a rock, in 

Thev fhed innocent blood 




/touring 
filthinefs 
with it. 



defpite of divine views and veng< 
under colour of jufKce \ fo that they gloried in it, as if they had 
done God and the country good fervice, fo put it, as it were, on 
the top of a 7'ock ; or it may refer to the facrificing of their children 
on their high places, perhaps on the top of rocks. Now thus they 
caifed fury to come up and take vengeance, ver. 8. It could not be 
avoided, but that God mufl in anger viftt for thcfe things^ his foul 
muft be avenged on fuch a nation as this. If fuch impudent mur- 
therers as thefe, that even dare divine vengeance, go unpunifhed, 
it will be faid that God has forfaken the earth. It is abfolutely 
neceflary, that fuch a bloody city as this fhould have blood given 
her to drink, for fhe is worthy, for the vindicating of the. honour 
of divine juftice. And the crime having been publick and noto- 
rious, it is fit the punifhment fhould be fo too. I have fet her blood 
07i the top of a rock. Jerufalem was to be made an example ', and 
therefore was made a fpe&acle to the world ; God dealt with her 
according to the law of retaliation. Thofe that fin before all, it is 
fit they fhould be rebuked before all ; and that their reputation 
fhould not be confulted by the concealment of their punifhment, 
who were fo impudent as not to defire the concealment of their fin. 

2. It is a filthy city. Great notice is taken in this reddition of 
the comparifon, of the fcu7n of this pot, which fignifies the fin of 
Jerufalem, working up and appearing when the judgments of God 
were upon her. It is the pot zuhofe fcum is therein, and is not gone 
cut of it, ver. 6. The great fcu?n that zvent not fo7"th out of her, 
ver. 12. that ftuck to the pot when ail was boiled away, and was 
molten in it, ver, ir. fome of this runs over into the fire, ver. 12. 
inflames that, and makes it burn the more furioufly, but it Jhall 
all be confiancd at laft, ver. 1 1. When the hand of God was gone 
out againfl them, inftead of humbling themfelves under it, repent- 
ing and reforming, and accepting the punifhment of their iniquity, 
they grew more impudent and outrageous in fin \ quarrelled with 
God, perfecuted his prophets, were fierce to one another, enraged 
to the laft degree againft the Chaldeans, fnarled at the ftone, gnawed 
their chain, and were like a wild bull in a net : This was their 
feum\ in their diftrefs they trefpaffed yet 7nore agai7ift the Lord \ like 
that king Ahq%, 2 Chron. xxviik 22. There is little hopes of 
thofe who are made worfe, by that which fhould make them bet- 
ter ; whofe corruptions are excited and exafperated by thofe rebukes 
both of the word and of the providence of God, which were 
defigned for the fuppreffing and fubduing of them. Nor of thofe 
whofe fcum boiled up once in convictions and confeffions of fin, as 
if it would be taken off by reformation, but afterwards returned 
again, in a revolt from their good overtures; and the heart that 
feemed foftned is hardned again." 

This was Jerufalem's cafe, Jhe has zoearied with lies, wearied 
her God with purpofes and promifes of amendment, which fhe 
never flood to, wearied her felf with her carnal confidences, 
which have all deceived her, ver. i 2. Note, Thofe that follow 
after lying vanities weary themfelves with the purfuit. Now fee 
her doom, ver. 13, 14. Becaufe fhe is incurably wicked, fhe is 
abandoned to ruin without remedy. (1.) Methods and means of 
reformation had been tried in vain. 



ver. 13. In thy filthinefs is 
1. e. Thou art become obftinate and impudent in it ; 

which is confirmed by frequent ads. 



lewdnefs, 

thou haft got a habit of it, 



In. thy filthinefs there is a rooted leudnefs 5 as appears bv 
have purged thee, and thou waft not purged. ' I have I' ' 



purging phyfick, but it has not worked 
of cleanfing thee, but they have been ineffectual 
of them has not been anfwered. Note, It 



I have ufed £"> 



lean 
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Mention 









; the _. vv 

is fad to thinki 

many there are on whom ordinances and providences are \\ 
(2.) It is therefore refolved, that no more fuch methods 6 fh 1 
ufed. Thou Jhali not be purged from thy filthinefs any more ^ 
fire fhall no. longer be a refining fire, but a confuminv fi* - e 
therefore fhall not be mitigated and fhortned, as it has b — ^ 
fhall be continued in extremity, till it has done its deftroyin en ' ^ 
Note, Thofe that will not be healed are juftly given up* and?' 
cafe adjudged defperate. There is a day coming when It m 
faid, He that is filthy, let him be filthy JlilL (3.) Notii ** 
mains then but to bring them to utter ruin. / will caufe V* 
to reft upon thee : this is the fame with what is faid pt the! ' 
Jews, that wrath is come upon them to the uttermojl, \ Thef " 
They deferve it, according^ to thy doings they Jhall judge the]' ^' 
1 4. And God will do it. The fentence is bound on with'*"' 
peated ratifications, that they might be awakened to fee how ^ 
tain their ruin- was, I the Lord have fpoken it, who am ab 1 ^"" 
make good what I have fpoken, it Jhall co7ne to pafis, nothing \\ 
prevent it, for / will do it my felf, / will not go back upon an 
treaties, the decree is gone forth, and / will not /pare, J n co 
pallion to them, neither will I repent. He will neither cha a" 
his mind, nor change his way. Hereby the prophet was forbif 
den to intercede for. them, and they were forbidden to flatter them*" 
felves with hopes of an efcape. God hath faid it, and he will do * 
it. Note, The declarations of God's wrath againft fmners arc * 
as inviolable as the aflurances he hath given of favour to his people- 
and the cafe of fuch is fad indeed, who have brought it to this ifiue* U 

that either God muft be falfe y or they muft be damned, ' 
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mourning: 
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mourn nor weep, 

Forbear to 



came unto 
behold, I take away 
eyes with a ftroke : 

neither 



the 
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17. rorDear to cry, make no 
dead, bind the tire of thine head 
thee, and put on thy fhoes upon thy feet, and 
not thy lips, and eac not the bread of men. 9 
18. So I fpake unto, the people in the 
at even 



I 



people in the morning, and 
my wife died 5 and I did in the morning as 
was commanded, iq. And the people faid unto 



me 



Wilt 



thou not tell us. what thefe things are to us, 
doft fo ? 20. Then I anfwered them, 
word of the LORD 




that 



The 




came 



21. Speak 
Lord 

the 



unto me, faying,! 
unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith the' 
GOD, Behold, I will 

of 




eyes 



excellency 
» and that 



your 
which 



ftrength, 
foul 



profane my fanftuary, 
the defire 



your loui pitieth ; and your 
fons and your daughters whom ye have left fhall fall 
by the fword. 

ye fhall not cover your 

men. 23. And your tires fhall he upon your heads, 
arid vour fhoes uDOn vour feet : ve fhall not mourn 



of your 
and 



22. And ye fhall do as I have done: 



lips, 



nor 

he 



eat the bread of 



your 



nor 



ye 
for 



upon your 

weep, but ye fhall pine away tor your iniquities, 
and mourn one towards another. 24. Thus Ezekiei is 
unto you a fign : according to all that he hath done 
fhall ye do : and when this cometh, ye fhall know 
that I am the' Lord GOD. 25. Alfo thou fon of 
man, fhall it not he in the day when I take from 




them their ftrength, the joy of their glory, 
fire of their eyes, and 



that whereupon 
minds, their fons and their daughters 3 
that efcapeth in that dav fhall 
caufe thee 



they 
26. 



the de- 
fet their 
that he 



vr;; 



day 
it with 



come unto 

thine ears ? 27, 

him which is 



thee, to 
In that 



in 

to hear 

day fhall thy mouth be opened to 
efcaped, and thou fhalt fpeak, and be no more dumb, 
and thou fhalt be a fign unto them, and they toll 
know that I am the LORD. 

• * 

Thefe veffes conclude what we have, been upon all along from 

Ezekiel's prophecies of the 



the beginning of this book, to wit, 
deftruction of Jerufalem 



kfcb 



for after this, though lie prop 
much concerning other nations, yet he Ciid no more concerning 
Jerufalem, till he heard of "the defrru&ion of it, almoft three 
years after, chap, xxxiii. 21. He had afTured them in the former 
part of this chapter, that there was no hope at all of the prevent- 
ing of the trouble: herehe aflures them that they fhould not nave 
the eafe of weeping for it. Obferve here, 

1. The fign by which this was reprefented to them, and in vas 
a fign that coft the prophet very dear ; the more fhame for tnefli, 
that when he, by a divine appointment, w^s at fuch an expence 
to affeel: them with what he had to deliver, yet they were no 



affected by it, 





(<•) » 



fron 

riea . 



muft lofe a good wife, that fhould fuddenly be taken 

God gave him notice of it before, that it 

1 6 . Behold r , I take away 

Note, i. A mar- 
it is 



Mm by. death 
from fi " u th £ jcfs furprize to him, ver 

h \u,thi defire of thine eyes with a Jlroke 
I fini te may very well agree with the prophetical office ; 
g xied iwte ^ nc j therefore not finful in minifters. z. 

comfort of human life lies in agreeable relations : 



Much 



,-"0 



|Ult w . ^ no 

of the c ^ f ounc j a prudent tender yoke-fellow, that lhared 
doubt*' , g r i e fs and cares, to be a happy companion in his 
w ^ • 3. Thofe in the conjugal relation muft be to each 
captivity^ ^ ^ covering of the eyes, Gen. xx. 16. to reftrain 

otte j r fn ff looks after others ; but a defire of the eyes, to engage 
f "looks on one another. . A beloved wife is the defire of the 
»; plea "^.^ £ nc | no t any object more grateful. 4. That is leaft 



» » 



I* 



•tr 



r 



hich is moft dear ; we know not how foon the defire of our 
W v be removed from us, and may become the forrow of our 



iii*; ^j c ^ j s a g 00( j reafon why thofe that have wives fhould 
IMS* ^ ; t ^ 10 ^ e **" ;/,; '*" ; " " e 



I: 



zai70 rejoice in them, tfj" 
^ ~ rejoiced not, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30. Death is a flroke 

"* * the moft ufeful, the moft amiable, are not 

defire of our eyes is taken away 
own the hand of God in it. I 



ihoiiZi* - rt • 

which the moft pious 
E exempted from. 5- 
F with a ftroke, we mu 

I-mU^ ibe defre of tbme eyes 



When the 
ft fee and 



5 



from us 



It is an affliction which 



He takes our creature- com forts 
when and how he pleafeth ; he gave them to us, but re- 
ft J^mMo himfelf a property in them, and may he not do what be 
^ II with his oivn ? 6. Under afflictions of this kind, it is good 
T us to remember that we are fons of men ; for fo God calls the 
het here. If thou art a fon of dda?n, thy wife is a daughter 
pEve, and therefore a dying creature. 

the children of men are liable to, and Jhall the earth be forfaken 
, s p According to this prediction he tells us,- ver. 18. / Jpake 
% mto the people in the morning i for God fent his prophets riftng up 
V carlh and Ending them ; then he thought, if ever, they would 
1 ' be d ifpofed to hearken to him. Obferve, (r.) Though God had 
* given Ezekiel a certain profpect of this affliction coming upon him, 
: , ° t j t jjd not take him off from his work, but he refolved to go 
on in that. (2.) We may the eafier bear an affliction, if it find 
in the way of our duty $ for nothing can hurt .us, nothing 
amifs to us, while we keep our felves in the love of 



'V 



E 



US 

come 

(2.) He muft deny himfelf the fatisfact:ion of mourning for 
£ his wife, which would have been both an honour to her, and 
fi an cafe to the oppreffion of his own fpirit. He muft not ufe the 
natural expreffions of forrow, ver. 16. He muft not give vent 
• to his paffion by zveeping, or letting his tears run doivn $ though 
tears are a tribute due to the dead, and when the body is fawn, 
it is fit it fhould thus be watered : but Ezekiel is not allowed to 
do this ; though he thought he had as much reafon to do it as any 
man, and would perhaps be evil thought of by the people, if he 
W did it not. Much lefs might he ufe the cujiomary formalities of 
manners : he muft drefs himfelf in his ufual attire, muft bind his 
turban on him, here called the tire of his head ; muft put on his 
If fines, and not go barefoot, as was ufual in fuch cafes ; he muft not 
1 aver his Ups 9 not throw a veil over his face, as mourners were 
jfiwont to do, Lev. xiii. 45. muft not be of a forrowful counte- 
'itumce, appearing unto men to fafl, Mat. vi. 1 8. He muft not 
\cat the bread of men, nor expect that his neighbours and friends 
lihould fend him in provifions, as ufually they did in fuch cafes, 
|(prefuming the mourners had no heart to provide meat for them- 
selves : but if it were fent he muft not eat of it, but go on in his 
Ibufinefs as at other times. It could not but be Tore againft the 
grain to flefh and blood not to lament the death of one he loved 
ph dearly, but (o God commands, and / did in the ?norning as I 
'twas commanded. He appeared in publick in his ufual habit, and 
f looked as he ufed to do without any figns of mourning. (1.) Here 
Inhere was fomething peculiar, and Ezekiel to make himfelf a fign 
|\ to the people, muft put a force upon himfelf, and exercife an ex- 
traordinary piece of felf-denial. Note, Our difpofitions muft al- 
gways fubmit to God's directions, and his command muft be obeyed, 
'even in that which is moft difficult and difpleafing to us. (2.) Tho' 
^mourning for the dead be a duty, yet it muft always be kept un- . 
Mer the government of religion and right reafon, and we muft nbt 
jmw as thofe that have no hope, nor lament the lofs of any crea- 
|ture, even the moft valuable, and that which we could worft fpare, 
U if we had loft our God, or as if all our happinefs were gone 
^vith it ; and of this moderation in mourning, minifters, when 
\K is their cafe, ought to be examples. We muft at fuch a time* 
jjfludy to improve the affliction, to accommodate our felves to it, 
|s?nd to get our acquaintance with the other world increafed, by 
}the removal of our dear relations, and learn with holy Job, to 
'iV$ the name of the Lord, even when he takes, as well as when 
gms. 

people 
what 



He 



The 

tell us 



\ The explication and application of this fign. 

meaning of it, ver. 19. Wilt thou not 
|y things are to us, that thou dofl fo ? They knew Ezekiel was 
^? loving husband, that the death of his wife was a great affliction 
1 to him, and that he would not appear fo unconcerned at it, but 
l or f Q , m e good reafon, and for inftru£lion to them, and perhaps 
^rein hopes that it had a favourable fignification, and gave them 
^intimation that God would now comfort them again according 

» the time he had affii&ed them, and make them look pleafant 
No.LXIX, 



again. : Note, When we are enquiring concerning the things of 
God, our enquiry muft be what thofe things are to us f What 
are we concerned in them?: What . convi&ion, what counfel 
what comfort do they fpeak to us ? Wherein do they reach our 
cafe ? 

Ezekiel gives them an anfwer verbatim, as he had received it 
From the Lord, who had told him what he muft fpeai to the houfe 
of Ifrael. J 

(1.) Let. them know, that as Ezekiel's wife was taken from 
him by a ftroke, fo would God take from them all that which 
was deareft to them, ver. 21. If this were done to the green tree 9 
what yijall be done to the dry ? If a faithful fervant of God was 
thus affliaed only for his trial, fhall fuch a generation of rebels 
againft God go unpunifhed ? By this awakening providence, God 
ftiewed that he was in earneft in his threatnings, and inexorable. 
We may fuppofe Ezekiel prayed that, if it were the will of God, 
his wife might be fpared to him, but God would not hear him ; 
and fhould he be heard then in his interceffions for this provoking 
people ? No, it is determined ; God will take away the defire of 
your eyes. Note, The removal of others comforts fhould awaken 
us to think of parting with ours too, for are zve better than they ? 
We know not how foon the fame cup, or a more bitter one, may 
be put into our hands, and fhould therefore weep with them that 
weep, as being our felves alfo in the body. God will take away 
that which their foul pitieth, i. e. of which they fay, what pity 
is it that it fhould be cut off and deftroyed. That for which your 
fouls are afraid, fo fome read it, you fhall lofe that which you 
moft dread the lofs of. And what is that ? (1.) That which was 
their publick pride, the temple ; I xvill profane my-fanftuary, by 
giving that into the enemy's hand to be plundered and burnt. 
This was fignified by the death of a wife, a dear wife, to teach 
us, that God's fancluary fhould be dearer to us, and more the 
defire of our eyes than any creature- com fort whatfoever. Chrift's 
church, that is, his fpoufe fhould be ours too. Though this peo- 
ple were very corrupt, and had themfelves profaned the fanctuary, 
yet it is called the defire of their eyes. Note, Alany that are de- 
ftitute of the power of godlinefs, yet are very fond of the form of 
it ; and it is juft with God to punifli them for their hypocrify 
by depriving them of that too. The fandluary is here called the 
excellency of their Jlrength they had many ftrong- holds, and 
places of defence, but the temple excelled them all ; it was the 
pride of their Jlrength, i. e. they prided in it as their ftrength, 
that they were the temple of the Lord, Jer. vii. 4. Note, The 
church privileges that men are proud of are profaned by their fins, 
and it is juft with God to profane them by his judgments. And 
with thefe God will take away (2.) That which was their family 
pleafure, which they looked upon with delight, your fons and your 
daughters (which are the dearer to you, becaufe they are but a 
few left of ?nany ; the reft having perifhed by famine and pefti- 
lence) fhall fall by the fword of the Chaldeans. What a dread- 
ful fpeflacle would it be to fee their own children, pieces, 
pictures, of themfelves, whom they had taken fuch care and pains 
to bring up, and whom they loved as their own fouls, facri- 
ficcd to the rage of the mercilefs conquerors ! This, this was the 
punifhment of fin. 

(2.) Let them know that as Ezekiel wept not for his affliction, 
fo neither fhould they weep for theirs. He muft fay, Te Jhall da 
as I have done, ver. 22, You Jhall not mourn or weep, ver. 23. 
. Jeremiah had told them the fame, that men Jhall not lament for 
the dead, nor cut then felves, Jer. xvi. 6. not that there fhall be 
any fuch merciful circumftance without, or any fuch degrees of 
wifdom and grace within, as fhall mitigate and moderate the 
forrow^ But they Jhall not mourn-, for, (1.) Their grief fhall 
be fo great, that they fhall be quite overwhelmed with it, their 
paffions fhall Jlifie them, and they fhall have no power to eafe 
themfelves by giving vent to it. (2.) Their calamities fhall come 
fo faft upon them, one upon the neck of another, that by long 
cuftom they fhall be hardeiied in their f arrows, Job vi. 1 o. and 
perfectly Jlupified, and moped (as we fay) with them. (3.) They 
fhall not dare to exprefs their grief, for fear of being deemed 
difaffe£ted to the conquerors, who would, take their lamentations 
as an affront and difturbance to their triumphs. (4.) They fhall 
neither have hearts, nor time, nor money, wherewith to put 
themfelves in mourning, and accommodate themfelves with the 
ceremonies of grief : you will be fo entirely taken up with folid 
fubflantial grief, that you will have no room for the Jhadow of 
it. (5.) Particular mourners, fhall not need to diftinguifh them- 
felves by covering their lips, and laying afide their ornaments, and 
going bare-foot ; for it is well known every body is a mourner. 
(6.) There fhall be none of that fenfe of their affliction and for- 
row for it, which would help to bring them to repentance, but 
that only which fhall drive them to defpair ; fo it follows, ye Jl?all 
pine away for your iniquities, with feared conferences, and repro- 
bate minds, and you Jliall mourn, not to God in prayer and con- 
feifion of fin, but one towards another, murmuring and fretting, 
and complaining of God, thus making their burthen heavier* 
and their wound more grievous, as impatient people ufe to do 
under their afflictions, by mingling their own paffions with them. 

3. An appeal to the event for the confirmation of all this, ver. 
24. When this cometh, as it is foretold, when Jerufalem, which 

is this day befiegedj is quite deftroyed and laid wafte a whjch how 
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daughters were all 



you cannot believe will ever be, then ye fhall know thai. I am the 
Lord Gody who have given you this fair warning of it. Then 
you will remember that Ezekiel was to you a fign. Note,- Thofe 
who regard not trie threa things of the word when they are 
preached^ will be made to remember them when they are executed. 
Gbferve, 

i . The great defolation which the fiege of Jerufalem lhould 
end in, ver. 25. In that day, that terrible day, when the city 
fliall be broken up, I will take from them, (r.) That which they 
depended on, their Jlrengthy their walls, their treafures, their 
fortifications, their men of war, none fliall ftand them in ftead. 
(2.) That which they boafted of j the joy of their glory, that 
whten they looked upon as moft their glory, and which they moft 
rejofeed in, the temple of their God, and the palaces of their 
princes. (3.) That which they delighted in ; which was the 
. dejire of their eyes, and on which they fet their minds* Note, 
Carnal people fet their minds upon that on which they can fet 
their eyes ; they look at, and dote upon the things that are fetn 
and it is their folly to fet their ?7iinds upon that which they have 
no affurance of, and which may be taken from them in a mo- 
ment. Prov. xxiii. 5. Their fins - and tl 

this, their Jlrength, and joy, and glory, and thefe fhall go into 
captivity. 

z. The notice that fhould be brought to the prophet, not by 
revelation, as the notice of the fiege was brought him, ver. 2. 
but in an ordinary way, ver. 26. He that efcapes in that day fhall, 
by a fpecial direction of providence, come to thee to bring thee in- 
telligence of it ; which we find now done, chap, xxxix. 21. 
The ill news came flowly, and yet to Ezekiel and his fellow cap- 
tives it came too foon. 

3. The divine imprefiion which he fhould be under upon the 
receiving of that notice, ver. 27. Whereas from this time to that, 
Ezekiel was thus far dumb, that he prophefied no more againft the. 
land of Ifrael, but againft the neighbour nations, as we fhall find 
in the following chapters, then he fhall have orders given him 
to fpeak again to the children of his people, chap, xxxiii. 2, 24. 
then his mouth Jhall be opened. . He was fufpended from prophefy- 
ing againfl them in the mean time, becaufe Jerufalem being be- 
fieged, his prophecies could not be fent into the city ; becaufe 
when God was fpeaking fo loud by the rod, there was the lets 
need of fpeaking by the word, and becaufe then the accomplifh- 
ments of his prophecies would be . the full confirmation of his 
miffion, and would the more effectually clear the way for him to 
begin again. It being referred to that iffiie, that ifTue muft be* 
waited for : thus Chrift forbid his difciples to preach openly, that 
lie was Chrift, till after his refurre£Hon, becaufe that was to be 
the full proof of it. But then thou /halt fpeak with the greater 
affurance, and the more effectually, either to their conviction or 
to their confufion. Note, God's prophets are never filenced, but 
for wife and holy ends. And when God gives them the opening 
of the mouth again, (as he will in due time ; for even the wit- 
nefles that are Jlain fhall arife) it fhall appear to have been for his 
glory that they were for a while filent, that people may the more 
certainly and fully know that God is the Lord. 



CHAP. XXV. 



Judgment began at the houfe of God, and therefore with them the 
prophets began, ivbo were the judges, but it mufl not end there, 
and therefore they mufl not. Ezekiel had finifbed his teflimony 
which related to the deflrti&ion of Jerufalem. As to that he was 
ordered to fay no more, but fiand upon his watch-tower and wait 
the ijfue ; and yet he miifl not be filent ; there are divers nations 
bordering upon the land of Ifrael, which he mufl prophefy againfl, 
as Ifaiah and Jeremiah had done before ; and mufl proclaim God's 
controverfy with them, chief y for the injuries and indignities 
which they had done to the people of God, in the day of their ca- 
la?nity. In this chapter we have his prophefy, (1.) Againfl the 
Ammonites, ver. 1 — 7. (2.) Againfl the Moabites, ver. 8 — 11. 
(3.) Againfl the Edomites, ver. 11 — 14. (4.) Againfl the Phi- 
lijlines, ver. 15 — 17. That which is /laid to the charge of each 
cf them is their barbarous and infolent carriage towards God's 
Ifrael ; for which God threatens to put the fame cup of trembling 
into their hand. God's refenting it thus would be an encourage- 
ment to Ifrael to believe that though he had dealt thus feverely 
-with them, yet he had tiot cafl them ojf, but would fill own them, 
and plead their caufe. 



i. m H E word of the LORD 



Jt me, faying, 2. Son of 



came again unto 

man, fet thy face 
againft the Ammonites, and prophefy ' againft them ; 
And fay unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of 

Thus faith the Lord GOD, BO- 



S' 
the 



Lord GOD, 

caufe thou faidft, Aha, againft my fandtuary, when 

it was profaned, and againft the land of Ifrael, when 

it was ddblatCj, and againft the houfe of.Judah, when 



they went into captivity 5 
deliver thee to the men of the eaft for 



4. Behold therefore t . 

and they fhall fet their palaces in thee antf*^ 

they fhall eat thy 



their dwellings in thee 



5. And I 



1 1 will make R? 
Ammonites a J T 



es a couch. 



they lhall drink thy milk, 
bah a ftable for camels, and the 
ing-place for flocks.: and ye fhall know that" I 
LORD. 6. For thus faith the Lord (So? ^ ' 
caufe thou haft clapped thine hands, and ftamped ^ J 




the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all chv h r" 
againft the land of Ifrael : 7. Behold therefore T ■ 
ftretch out mine hand upon thee, and will deliver P 

for a fooil to the heathen, and T will mt t-v.«~ 



for a fpoil to the heathen, and I will cut thee off f 
the people, and I will caufe thee to perilh out of T 
countries : I will deftroy thee* and thou fhalr 1 
that I ^ the LOR D. " C kn ° 
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Here,. 1 . The prophet is ordered to addrefs himfelf to 
Ammonites, in the name of the Lord Jehovah, the Gcd oAr. > 
who is alfo the God of the whole earth. But what can Ch it 
the god of the children of Ammon fay in anfwer to it ?Tr 
bidden to fet his face againfl the Ammonites, for he is God' S 15 
prefentative as a prophet, and thus he muft fignify that C*a 
fet his face againfl them , for the face of the Lord is againft // , 
that do evil, PfaJ. xxxiv. 1 6. He mufl: fpeak with bold/efs ^ 
[ afluranee, as one that knew whofe errand he went upon ad! 
that he fhould be born out in delivering it. He mufl theref 
fet his face as a flint, Ifa. 1. 7. He muft fliew his S\U^\1 
: againft thefe proud enemies of Ifrael, and face them down th ' 
jj they were very impudent ; and thus muft fhew that tho' he had 
prophefied fo much and fo long againfl Ifrael \ yet ffill he was 
for Ifrael; and while he witnefTed againft their corruptions, yet 
' adhered to and gloried in God's covenant with them No te 1 
: Thofe are mi/erable that have the preaching and praying of ffl 
God's prophets againft them ; againft whom their faces are fo. 

2. He is directed what to fay to them. Ezekiel is now a 
captive in Babylon, and has been fo many years, and knows little 
of the ftate of his own nation, much lefs of the nations that 
. were about it 5 but God tells him both what they were doiV 
and what he was about to do with them. And thus by the fpirlt 
of prophefy he is enabled to fpeak as pertinently to their cafe a* 
if he had been among them. 

x. He muft upbraid the Ammonites with their infolent and bar- 
barous triumphs over the people of Ifrael in their calamities, 
ver. 3. The Ammonites faid, when all went againft the Jews, 
Aha, fo would we have it. They were glad to fee, (1.) The 
temple burned, the fancJuary profaned by the victorious Chalde- 
ans ; this is put firft, to intimate what was the caufe of the con- 
troverfy ; they had an enmity to the Jews for the fake of their 
religion, tho' it was only fome poor remains of the profeffion of 
it, that were to be found among them. (2.) The nation ruined. 
[ They rejoiced when the land of Ifrael was made defokte, the! 
cities burnt, and the country wafted, and both depopulated, and 
when the houfe of Judah went into captivity. When they had! 
not power to opprefs God's Ifrael themfelves, they were pleafed 
to fee the Chaldeans opprefs them ; partly becaufe they envied 
their wealth and the good land they enjoyed,, partly becaufe 
they feared their growing power, and partly becaufe they hatei 
their religion, and the divine oracles they were favoured mth\ 
It is repeated again, ver. 6. They clapped with their bands ti 
irritate the rage of the Chaldeans, and to fet them on as dog' 
upon the game $ or, they clapped their hands in triumph, atten 
ded this tragedy with their plaudite, thinking it well acled; neveij 
was there any thing more diverting or entertaining to them 
They famped with their feet, ready to leap and dance for jo|| 
upon this occafion : they not only rejoiced in heart, but they cou!|| 
not forbear fhewing it ; tho* every one that had any fenfe 0 
honour and humanity would cry fhame upon them for it. B(* 
cially confidering that they rejoiced thus, not for any thing the 
got by Ifrael's fall i if fo, they had been the more exeufabfe 
Moft people are for themfelves. But this was purely from 
principle of malice and enmity, Thou hafl rejoiced in heart «»| 
all thy defpite, which fignifies both fcorn and hatred againft ft 
land of Ifrael. Note, The people of God have always had 
great Seal of ill will born them by this wicked world; and the" 
calamities have been their neighbours entertainments. See ^ 
what unnatural inftances of malice the enmity that is in thefe 
of the ferpent againft the feed of the woman will carry ttanj 
The Ammonites of all people fhould not have rejoiced in fo\ 
falem's ruin, but fhould rather have trembled, becaufe they them; 
felves had fuch a narrow efcape at the fame time ; it was ^ 
crofs or pile which fhould be befieged firft, Rabbah or Jer« 
chap. xxi. 20. And they had reafon to think' that the King 
Babylon would fet upon them next. But thus were their m 
hardened to their ruin, and their infolence againft Jerufalem*' 
to them an evident token of perdition, Phil. i. 28. it J ? .* ( 
wicked thing to be glad at the calamities of any, efpecialiy 
God's people, and a fin that God will furely reckon fcrjM 
delight has God in fhewing mercy > and fo backward is J 
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I^T^hat nothing is more pleafing to him than ' to be flopped: 
f:pjn» n > of liis judgments by interceffions, nor any thing more 
^ J k JJ than to kelp forward the affliction when he is but* 

|$///* threaten the Ammonites with utter ruin, for this 

" *' which they were guilty of ; God turns away his wrath 

faid, Prov. xxiv. 17, 18. God is 
becaufe his own is fo nearly in- 

: made 

He had before pre- 

Had 



I Tfrael againft them, as is 
PT Jfcr hit people's honour, 

I jealous j " ^ r And therefore they that touch that, {hall b 

Ker i SW touch the appIe of his eye; 

the deftru&ion of the Ammonites, c&ip. xxi. 28 



rife 

l-to 

Pi— 



kthejr 



nted, that had been revoked, but now it 



enceu " — — ratified 

T A deftroying enemy is brought againft them ; / will deliver 
» 1 the men of the eajl* i. e. firft to the Chaldeans, who came 
j^jbts to nort h-eaft, and whofe army, under the command of 
^tfb* chadnezzar, deftroyed the country of the Ammonites, about 
years after the deftru&ion of Jerufalem ; as Jofephus relates, 

^ TJ lih X cap. 1 I. And then to the Arahinn* who 

f S'£ 'children of the eafl* 
t h country defolate and quitted it, came and took poffelfion of it 
14 r themfelves, probably with the confent of the conquerors : 
Ifheoherds tents were their palaces, thefe they fet up in the coun- 
I of the Ammonites, there they made their dwellings , ver. 4. 
f They enjoyed the produces of the country, they Jhall eat thy fruit 
" nil drink thy milk ; and the milk from the cattle is the- fruit of 



tien to tne ziraoians wno were pro- 
who when the Chaldeans had made 



r 1 ' 



the 



(rround at fecond hand : they made ufe even of the royal 

*■ citv r D f° r t ^ ie ' r cat ti e ? ver ' 5- I W *M make Kabbah* that was a nice 
I n j'fplendid city, to be a Jlable of camels* for its new mafters, 
I whofe wealth lies all in cattle, will not think they can put the 
!• alaces of Rabbah to a better ufe. Rabbah had been a habita- 
iion of brutifh men, juftly therefore is it now made a Jlable of 
Minds', and the country a couching-place for flocks* more innocent 
f'beafts than thofe with which it had been before replenifhed. 
* (2.) God himfelf acts as an enemy to them, ver. 7. I will Jlretch 
V mt mine hand upon thee* a hand that will reach far, and ftrike 
*" home; which there is no refilling the blow of, for it is a mighty 
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hand, 



not bearing the weight of, for it is a heavy hand. God's 
d out againft the Ammonites will not only deliver 

fo that their neighbours (hall 



hand Jtretcbe* 

them for a fpoil to the heathen* 

prey upon them ; but will cut them off from the people* and make 
them peri/h out of the countries* fo that all there fhall be no remains 
[y of them in that place. Compare with this, Jer. xlix r, &c. 

What can found more terrible than that refolution? ver. 7. I will 
% . deftroy thee* for the almighty God is able both to fave and to 
Viejlroy* and it is a fearful thing to fall into his hands. * Both the 
r threatnings'here, ver. 5, and ver. 7. conclude with this, Ye Jhall 
\ " hnnv that I am the Lord. For, (1.) Thus God will maintain 
£ his own honour, and will make it appear that he is the God of 
j- Ifrael, tho' he fuffers them for a time to be captives in Baby- 
lon. (2.) Thus he will bring thofe that were ftrangers to him 
i into an acquaintance with him, and it will be a bleiled effect of 
"■; their calamities. Better know God and be poor, than be rich and 
ignorant of him. 



j 8. f Thus faith the Lord GOD, Becaufe that 
7 Moab and Seir do 



Plike unto all the 



fey* 

heathen 



Behold the houfe of Judah is 

9. Therefore behold, I 



Oft 1 ■ 

I will open the fide of Moab from the cities ; from his. 

cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the coun- 
1 try Beth-jelhinoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim, 10: Un- 
\ to the men of the eaft with the Ammonites, and will 
jgive them in pofieffion, that the Ammonites may 
i be reniembred anions; the 



nations. 



11- And I 



not 
will 



execute judgments 
that I am the 



upon Moab, 
LORD, 



and they fhall, know 



12. q[ Thus faith the Lord 



GOD, Becaufe that Edom hath dealt againft the houfe 

of judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly offen- 
ded, " - " " 



t and revenged himfelf upon 
I fore chus faith 



them 



13. There- 



r* 



And 



Three more of JfraelV ill-natured neighbours are here arraign-* 
ed, conviaed, and condemned to deftruction, for contributing to" 
and triumphing in*. Jerufalem'^ fall. * 

1. TheMoabites. Seir, which was the feat of the Edomttesi 
is joined with them, ver 5. becaufe they faid the fame that the 
Moabltes, but they were afterwards reckoned with by themfelves. 
ver. 12. Now obferve, (1.) What was the fin of the Moabites; 
they faid, Behold* the houfe of Judah is like unto all the heathen. 
They triumphed, 1. In the apoftafies of Ifrael, were pleafed ta 
fee them forfake their God, and worfliip idols, and hoped in a 
while their religion would be quite loft and forgotten, and the 
houfe of Judah would be like all the heathen* perfect idolaters.* 
When thofe that profefs religion walk unworthy of their pro- 
feiTion, they encourage the enemies of religion to hope that it 
will in time fink and be run down and quite abandoned but let 
the Moabites know that tho* there are thofe of the houfe of 
Judah who have made themfelves like the heathen* yet there is a 
remnant that retain their integrity, the religion of the houfe of 
Judah fhall recover it felf, its peculiarities fhall be preferved, it 
ihall not lofe it felf among the heathen* but diftinguifh it felf from 
them, till it deliver it felf honourably into a better inftitution. 
2. They triumphed in the calamities of Ifrael. They faid, The 
houfe of Judah is like all the heathen* in as ill a ftate as they.; 
their God is no more able to deliver them from this overflowing 
fcourge of thefe parts of the world than the gods of the heathen 
are to deliver them. Where are the promifes they gloried in, 
and all the wonders which they and their fathers told us of ? 
What the better arc they for the ^covenant of peculiarity, upon 
which they fo much valued themfelves ? They that looked with 
fo much fcorn upon all the heathen* are now fet upon a level 
with them, or rather funk below them. Note, Thofe who judge 
only by outward appearance are ready to conclude that the people 
of God have loft all their privileges, when they have loft their 
worldly profperity ; which doth not follow, for good men even 
in affliction, in captivity among the heathen* yet have graces and - 
comforts within, fufficient to diflinguijh them from all the heathen. 
Tho'. the event feem one to the* righteous and wicked* yet indeed 
it is vaftly different. (2.) What {hould be the punifhment of 
Moab for this fin ; becaufe they triumphed in the overthrow of 
Judah, their country 'fhall be in like manner overthrown with 
that of the Ammonites, who were guilty of the fame fin, ver. 
9* 10. I will open the fide of Moab* will uncover its fhoulder, 
will take away all it defences, that it may become an eafy prey- 
to any that will make a prey of it. (1.) See here how it fhall 
be expofed ; the frontier towns, that were its ftrength and guard, 
fhall be demolifhed by the Chaldean forces, and laid open. 
Some of the cities are here named, which are faid, to be the 
glojy of the country* which they trufted in, and boafted of as im- 
pregnable, thefe fhall decay, be deferted, or betrayed, or fall 
into the enemies hand, fo that Moab fhall lie expofed, and who- 
ever will, may penetrate into the heart of the country. Note, 
Thofe who glory in any other defence and protection but that of 
the divine powers providence, and promife, will, fooner or later, 
feecaufe to beafhamed of their glorying. (2.). See here to whom 
it fhall be expofed.; the men of the eajl* when they come to take 
poiTeffion of the country of the Ammonites, fhall feize that of the 
Moabites too ; God, the Lord of all lands, will give them that 
land ; 



the Lord G O D, I will alfo ftretch 
\ £ uc m ine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and 
J bsa ft from it, and I will make it defolate from Teman, 
and they of Dedan fhall fall by the fword. 14. 
1 will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of 
gfijy people Ifrael, and they fhall do in Edom accor- 

^ n! n F t0 IT5lne an S er > and acccording to my fury,. and they 
Slnall know mv wno-P*nrv faith the Lord GOD. 



*5 



my vengeance, 
s T Thus faith the Lord GOD, Becaufe the Phili- 
% ^ av e dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance 
I with a^efpiteful heart, to deftroy it for the old hatred ; 
1& * Therefore 



I 



I 



, . - thus faith the Lord GOD, Behold, 

\ w ! wretch out mine hand upon the Philiftines, and 
I *m cut off the Cherethims, and deftrov the remnant 
I of the ka-coaft. 17. 
pnee upon them with furious 

know that I am the. LORD, 



And 



and deftroy 
I will 



execute 

■ 

rebukes 



I lay 



great ven- 
and they 
when I fhall 



roy vengeance upon them. 



The Chaldeans fhall 

Con^ 



* for the kingdoms of men he giveth to whomfoever he wilL 
The Arabians that are Jhepherds and live quietly* plain men dwel- 
ling in tents, fhall by an over-ruling providence be put in poiTef- 
fion of the land of the Moabites, who are foldiers, men of war, 
and cunning hunters, that live turbulently. 
get it 'by war, and the Arabians fhall enjoy it in peace, 
cerning the Ammonites it is faid, they fhall no more be remsynbred 
among the nations* ver. 10. for they had been accefTary to the 
murther of Gedaliah, Jer. xl. 14. But of the Moabites it is faid, 
I will execute judgments upon Moab'* they fhall feel the weight of 
God's difpleafure, but perhaps not to that degree that the Am- 
monites fhall ; however, fo far as that they Jhall know that I am the 
Lord *■ that the God of Ifrael is a God of power, and that his 
covenant with his people is not broken. 

2. The Edomites : the pofterity of Efau, betwixt whom and 
Jacob there had been an old enmity. And here is, (1.) The 
iln of the Edomites, ver. 12. they not only triumphed in the 
ruin of Judah and Jerufalem, as the Moabites and Ammonites 
had done, but they took advantage from the prefent diftrefled. 
ftate to which the Jews were reduced, to .do. them, fome real 
mifchiefs ; probably made inroads upon their frontiers, and plun- 
dered their country ; Edom has dealt againjl the houfe of Judah by 
taking vengeance. The Edomites had of old been tributaries to 
the Jews, according to the fentence that the elder fhould ferve 
the younger. In Jehoram's time they revolted 5 Amaziah fevere- 
ly chafti fed them, 2 Kings xiv. 7. and for this they took vengeance * 
now they would pay off all the old fcores ; and not only incenfed 
the Babylonians againft Jerufalem, crying, rafe it* rafe it* PfaL 
exxxvii. 7. but cut off thofe that efcaped ; as we' find in the prophe- 
cy of Obadiah, which is wholly directed againft Edom, ver. 11, 
12, CsV. > It is called here revenging a revenge* which intimated 
that they were not only eager upon' it, but very cruel in it, 
and recompenfed to the Jews more than double. Herein he has 

greatly offended, Note a It is a great offence to God for us to 

* revenge 
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revenge our felvesupon our brother ;•• for God* has faid,* Vengeance 
is mine. We are forbidden to revenge, or ta bear a grudge. Sup- 
pofe Judah had been hard upon Edom formerly, it was a bafe 
thing for the Edomites now in revenge for it to /mite them, fe- 
cretly : but the Jews had a divine warrant to reign over the Edo- 
mites,- for that therefore they ought not to have made reprifals ; 
and it was the more difingenuous for them to retain the old 
core,- when God had particularly commanded his people to * forget 
it, Deut. xxiii. 7. Thou Jhalt not abhor an Edomite. 

(z.) The judgments threatned againft them for this fin,. God 
"Will take them to task for it; ver. 13. / will Jlretch out my 
hand upon Edom. Their country ihalL be. defokte from Teman,. 
which lay in the fouth part; of it y and they Jhall fail by the /word 
unto Dedan,. which lay north ; the defolations of war ftiould go 
through the nation. (1.) They had taken vengeance^ and there- 
fore God will lay his vengeance -up ion them,, ver. 14. and they Jhall 
knozv my vengeance. They that will not leave it to God to take 
vengeance for them, may expe£i that he will take vengeance on 
them ; and they that will not believe and fear his- vengeance, 
lhall be made to know and feel, his vengeance;, they fhall be 
dealt with according to God's anger 9 and according to- his fury, 
not according to the weaknefe of the inftruments that are em- 
ployed in it r but according to the ftrength of the arm that em- 
ploys them. (2.) They had taken vengeance on Ifrael, and God. 
will Jay his vengeance on them by the hand of his people Ifrael 
they fuffered much by the Chaldeans,, which feems to be referred 
to, Jer. xlix. 8. But befides that there were faviours to come 
upon mount Ziou,. who fhould judge the mounts of Efau, Obad. 21. 
And IfraeFs redeemer comes with* died garments- from Boxrah, 
I(a. Ixiii. 1. This implies a*, promife that Ifrael mould recover 
himfelf again, to that degree as to be in a capacity of curbing the 
infolence of its neighbours- And we find^ 1 Mac. v. 3.. that 
Judas Maccabeus fought agabifl the dnldren of Efau in Idumed', 
gave them a great overthrow, abated their courage, and took their 
fpoil. And Jofephus faith, Antiq. I. xiii. c. 17. that Hircanus 
made the Edomites tributaries to Ifrael. Note, The equity of 
God's judgments is to be obferved, when he not only avenges 
injuries upon thofe that did. them,, but by. thofe againft whom they 
were done. 

3. The Philiffines.- And 5 (i.) Their fin- is much the fame 
with that of the Edomites ; they have dealt by revenge with the 
people of Ifrael, and have taken vengeance with a defpiteful hearty 
not to difturb them only,, but to deflroy them, for the old hatred, 
ver. i$. the old grudge they bore them, or, as the. margin- reads 
it, with perpetual hatred, a hatred that began long fince, and 
which they refolved to continue.: the anger was implacable; they 
dealt by revenge ; traded in the a£b of malice ; it was their con- 
front practice, and their heart, their fpiteful heart, was upon it. 
(2.) Their puniftiment likewife is . much the fame, ver. 16. 
They that were, for deftroying God's people lhall them- 
felves be ait off and deftroyed. And, ver. 17. they that were 
for avenging themfelves, God will execute great vengeance- upon 
them. This was fulfilled when that country was wafted by the 
Chaldean army, not long after the deftrudtion of Jerufalem, 
which is foretold, Jer. xlvii. It was ft range that the/e nations, 
which bordered upon the land of Ifrael, were not alarmed by 
the fuccefs of the Chaldean army, and made to tremble in the 
apprehenfion of their own danger ; when their neighbour's houfe 
was on fire, it was time to look to their own ; but their im- 
piety and malice made them forget their politicks, till God by his 
judgments convinced them, that the cup was going round 3. and 
they were not the lefs fafe for their being fecure a 



1. y^ND it came - com pafe in the eleventh 

LORD came unto me, laying, * c*L "" rQ of 



the firft day of the month, that "the w^* 

faying, 2 . g 0n ° r <* 
becaufe that Tyrus hath faid againft J.erufalero 1 
(he is broken that was the gates, of the peoni*.^ 
is turned unto me,. I lhall be replenifihed n 1 ^ 
is laid wafte : 3. Therefore thus faith the^r * e 
GOD, Behold, I am againft thee,. G Tyrus . 
will caufe many nations to come up againft rh' ^ 
the fea- caufeth his waves to come up, 4, 
lhall deftroy the walls of Tyrus, and break 
her towers: I will alfo fcrape her duft fromT^ 
and : make her like the top of a rock. 5, j c iT r > 
be a place for the fpreading of nets in the" midft I 

for I have fpoken it, faith- the Lord GOlf 
and it lhall- become a fpoil to the nations, 
her daughters which are in the field fhall be flainT 
the fword, and they- lhall know that I am the LOR n 
7. f For thus faith the Lord G O D, Behold, I Ji 
bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
king of kings, from the north, with, horfes, and * 
chariots,, and with horfemen, and 



the 



as. 
they 



the fea 



6 - Ani 



much people. 



a. 

with- 

companies,, and 
8. He lhall flay with the f WOr d tk 
daughters in the field, and he lhall make a fort againft 
thee, and caffc a mount againft thee, and lift U p ^ 
buckler againft thee. 9. And he fhall fet engines of 
war agamfl: thy- walls, and with his axes he fhall break 1 
down thy towers.. 10. By reafon of the abundance of 
his horfes, their duft lhall cover thee, thy walls fhall 
lhake at the noife of the horfemen, and of the wheels 
and of the chariots,, when he lhall 



gates, as men enter 
breach. 1 *. With 



1 1. 

tread down all 



enter into 
into- a city wherein 
the hoofs of his 



thy- 



they 



*s made a 
horfes lhall ht 
thy ftreets 5 he lhall flay thy. people 
by the {word, and thy ftrong garifons lhall go down- 
to the ground. 12. And they lhall make a fpoil of 
thy riches,, and make a prey, of thy. merchandife, and 

lhall break down thy walls* and deftroy thy 
pleafant houfes, and they lhall lay thy ftones, and- 
thy timber, and thy duft in the midfi: of the water.. 

13. And I will caufe the noife of thy fongs to ceafe,, 
and the found of thy harps lhall be no more heard, 

14. And I will make thee like the top of a rock: 
thou lhalt be a place to fpread nets upon : thou Ihalt 
be built no more : for I the LOR D- have fpokei* 
i/,. faith' the Lord GOD; 
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The prophet had foon done with thofe four nations that he fet his face 
againft in the foregoing chapters - 9 for they were not at that time 
very conftderable in the . world, nor would their fall ?nake any great 
noife among the nations, nor any figure in hi/lory. But the city of 
Tyre is next fet to the bar, ivhich being a place of vafl trade, 
was known all the world over ; and therefore here are three whole 
chapters, this and the two that follow, fpent in the prediclion of 
the defrudion of Tyre. JVe have the burthen of Tyre, Ifa. 
xxiii. It is but jtift 7nentioned in Jeremiah, as Jharing with the 
natives in the common calamity, chap. xxv. 22. — xxvii. 3. — xlvii. 
4. But E%ekiel is ordered to be large upon that head. In this 
chapter we have, (1.) Hie fin charged upon Tyre, which was 
triumphing in the deflruclion of Jerufalem, ver. 2. (2.) The 
dcflruclion of Tyrus it/elf foretold. (1.) The extremity of this 
de/lruclion, it Jlyall be utterly ruined, ver. 4—6., And again, 
ver. 12—14. ( 2 0 The inflruments of this deflruclion, many 
-nations, ver. 3 . And the king of Babylon by name with his vafl 
victorious army* ver. 7 — n. (3.) The great Jurprize that 
this Jhould give to the neighbour nations, who would all admire 

thefall of fo gnat a city> and h alarmed at it> ver. 15—21. 



This prophefy is dated in the eleventh year,, which was the year 
that Jerufalem was taken,, and in the firft day of the month 9 but it 
is not faid what month ; fome think the month in which Jeruftlem. 
was taken, which was the fourth month, others the month after - % 
or perhaps it was the firft month, and fo it was the firft day of the 
year. Obferve here, 

1. The pleafure with which the Tyrians looked upon the rub 
of Jerufalem. Ezekiel was a great way off, in Babylon, but 
God told him what Tyrus faid agaihfl: Jerufalem, ver* 2. Aha r 
Jhe is broken, broken to pieces, that was the gates of the people^ to 
whom there was a great refort; and f where there was a general' 
rendezvous of all nations, fome* upon one account, and fome upon 
another, and I fhall get by it ; all* the wealth, power, and in- 
tereft, which Jerufalem had,, it is hoped, fhall be turned to Tyre; 
and fo now Jhe is laid wafte, I Jhall be replcnijljed* We do not find 
that the Tyrians had fuch a hatred and enmity to Jerufalem, and | 
the fancluary, as the Ammonites and Edomites had, nor were fo 
/piteful and mifchievous to the Jews ; they were men of Minds, 
and of large acquaintance and free converfation ; and therefore 
were not fo bigot ted, and of fuch a perfecuting fpirit, as the nar- 
row fouls that lived retired^ and knew not the world; a!! their 
carer was to .get eftates,. and enlarge therr trade, and they looked 
upon Jerufalem not as an enemy, but as a rival. Hiram, king 
of Tyre,, was a good friend to David and Solomon,, and we do 
not read of any quarrels the Jews had with the Tyrians; but Tyre 
promifed herfelf,. that the fall of Jerufalem will be an advantage 
to her, in refpedt of trade and commerce ; that now fhc ftaJl have | 
Jerufalem's cuftomers, and the great men from all parts, thatufea 
to come to Jerufalem for the aceomplifhing of themfelves, and to 
fpend their eftates there, will now come to Tyre, and fpend them | 
there ; and whereas many, fince the Chaldean army became lo | 
formidable in thofe parts, had retired into Jerufalem, and broug g 
their eftates thither for fafety, as the Rechabites did, now they ^ 
will come to Tyre, which being in a manner furrounded 
fea, will be thought a place of greater ftrength than Jerufalem J 
and thus the profperity of Tyre will rife out of the ruins of jew- 1 
falem. Note, To be fecretly pleafed with the death or deca ) r ^ 

others* when we are likely to get by it, with their fall when we J^; 2 . 
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» n ; r is a fin .that doth mdft eafily befet us, f but is not 

I chriVe J robe fuch an ill thing, M fo provoking to God; as really 
; ^ We are apt to fry* when thofe who ftand in our light, iri 
? * t,S ' are removed, when they , break or fall into difgrace; we 
| f\?SrepleniJbedi now they are laid wqfte. : But this conies from 
* ~ r lfifh covetous, . principle, and a defire to hzplqctd alone in the 
* 'M of the earth as 5f we g^g^ that an y fhould live by, us.; 
%K comes from a want of that love to pur neighbour, as to 
fives which the law of God fo exprefsly requires, % and from, that 
rdinate love of the world as our happinefs, which the love of 
P S lb exprefsly forbids - A — - 

" r nsand projefls of thofe who thus contrive to raife .themfelves 
n the ruins of others^, arid we fee they are often difap- 

ted ; * 

P 01 " rpjj C difpleafure of God againft tHeni for it. The provi- 

[i • dence 
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And it is juft with God to blafj; the de- 
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of God had done well for Tyrus, it was a pleafant and 
vealtby city, and might have continued fo, if fhe had, as lhe 
* ght to have done, iympathized with Jerufalem in her cala- 
mities and fent her an addrefs of condolance ; but when inftead 
of that, fhe (hewed herfelf pleafed with her neighbour's fall, and 
g- ° er haps fent an addrefs of congratulation to the conquerors, then 
h ^ 0 d faith, Behold, I am againfi thee* O Tyrus* ver. 3. And let 
her not expecft to profper long if God be againft her. 
u God will bring formidable enemies upon her. Many nations 
■ (hall come againji thee ; i. e. an army made up of many nations ; 

or one nation that (hall be as ftrong as many. Thofe that have 
: g 0( j againft them may expeft all the creatures againji them ; for 
\ peace can they have with whom God is at war ? They fhall 
come pouring in as the waves of the fea* one upon the neck of 
y. ) another with an irrefiftible force. The perfon is named that fhall 
l\ brin* this army upon them, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon* d 
f ling of kings* that had many kings tributaries to him, and depen- 
dents on him $ befides thofe that were his captives, Dan. ii; 37*% 

He is that head of gold. He fhall come with a vaft army, 

all land forces ; we do not find he. had 



% ,8. 



1 



I lurfis and chariots, &c. 

' any naval force, or any thing wherewith he might attack it by fea, 
e which made the attempt the more difficult, as we find chap. xxix. 
8. where it is called a great fervice which he ferved againji Tyrus. 
He fhall befiege it in form, ver. 8. make a fort* and caji a mount* 
and, ver. 9. fhall fet engines of war againfi the walls. His troops 
{hall be fo numerous as to raife a dtift that • (hall cotter the city, 
«r. 10. They fhall make a noife that fhall even fhake the walls \ 
ndthey fhall fhout at every attack, as foldiers do, when they 
% inter a city that is broken up : the horfes fhall prance with fo much 
* fury and violence that they fhall even tread down the Jireets* tho* 
never fo well paved. 

2. They fhall do terrible execution. (1.) The enemy fhall 
make themfelves matters of all their fortifications, fhall deflroy the 
\\ walls* and break down the towers* ver. 4. For what walls are fo 
ftrong built as to be fence againft the judgments of God ? Her 
|; jlrong garrifons Jhall go down to the ground* ver. 11. And the 
walls fhall be broken down* ver. 12. The city held out a long 
liege, but it was taken at laft. (2.) A great deal of blood.fhall be 
|; fhed ; her daughters zvhich are in th? field* the cities upon the con- 

• (inent, which were fubjedl to Tyre as the mother city, the inha- 
f: bitants of them Jhall be Jlain by the fword* ver. 6. The invaders 
|£ begin with them that come firft in their way. And, ver. 11. 
'{[ He Jhall flay thy people tuith the fword* not only the foldiers that 
% are found in arms, but the burghers they fhall be put to the fword* 
h the king of Babylon being highly incenfed againft them, for hold- 
jj ing out fo long. {3.) The wealth of the city fhall all become a 
i fpoil to the conqueror, ver. 1 2. They- Jhall make a prey of the 
\ mercbdndife ; it was in hope of the plunder, that the city was fet 
i upon with fo much vigour. See the vanity of riches* that they are 
I left for the owners to their hurt ; make a thief ; and not only ceafe 

to benefit thofe who took pains for them, and were duly entitled 
i to them, but are made to ferve their enemies, who are thereby put 
> into a capacity of doing them, fo much the more mifchiefl 
£ U-) The city it'felf fhall be laid in ruins. All the pleafant houfes 
jj ftall be defrayed* ver. 12. that were pleafantly fituated, beau- 
j? tified, and furnifhed, they fhall become a heap of rubbifh. Let 
none pleafe themfelves too much in their pleafant houfes, for they 
' know not how foon they may fee the defolation of them. 
I Tyre fhall be utterly ruined, the enemy fhall not only pull down 

* the houfes, but fhall carry away the Jiones and the timber* which 
I m !? ht k rv e for the rebuilding of it, and fhall lay them in the 
% ^fi°f the water* - not to be lecovered or ever made ufe of again. 
' c \ ver. 4. / will fcrape her diiji from her 5 not only fhall the 
J !°° re duft be blown away, but the very ground it ftands upon fhall 
p be torn up by the enraged enemy, carried off; and laid in the 
I the water* ver. 12. The foundation is in the dujl* that 

I Wk be a ^ ta ^ en away, and then the city muft fail on courfe. 
I ..: hen Jerufelem was deftroyed, it was plowed like a field* Mic. 
' 11U l2 « But the deftruaion of Tyre is carried further than fo, 
; . vtx YsfiU of it fhall be fcraped away ; and it fhall be made, like 
\ * i0 P °f a rock* ver, 4. and again, ver. 14. pure rock that hath 
1 ea ™ t0 cover it * it fhall only be a place, for the fpread- 
I l l °J nets* ver. 5. and again, ver. 14. it fhall ferve fiflier- 

(5.) There fhall 



1 the 



f Jf n 5° dr y their nets Upo ni and mend them. 
I J, ™ 1! Period to all its mirth and joy, ver. 13, I will cattfe the 



|*jfi 'of thy fings to ceafe. 

' No. Ixix, J 



Tyre had been a joyous city, lfai xxiii. 



?. with her Jongs flie had courted cuftbmefs^to deal with her in a 
way of trade 5^ but- now fare wel all her profitable * commerce and 
pleafant converfation ; Tyre .is no more a place ekHer of bufinefe 
or of fport. 'Laftly, . It fhall- be built no rnore^ ver. $4. not built 
any more as it had been, with fuch ftate and magnificence; nor 
built any more in the fame place within the fea, nor built of a long 
time; the prefent inhabitants fhall be deftroyed or difperfed^ fo 
that this Tyre -fhall be no more. For God hath fpbken it* ver. 5+ 
l4. 5 and when what he hath faid is accomplifhed," they ftjall know 
thereby that he is the Lord* and not a man that he Jhould lie, or the 
fan of man that he fhould repent. 



- > x 5- % Thus, faith the Lord GOD to Tyrus* Shall 
not the ifles fhake at the. found of thy fall, " when the 
wounded cry, when the flaughter is made in the midft 
of thee ? 16. TheH all 



away 



their 



the princes of the fea fhall 
come down frond tKeir thrones, and lay 
rpbes, and put off their broidered garments : they 
fliall clothe themfelves with trembling, they lliall fic 
upon the ground, and fhall tremble at every moment, 
and be aftonifhed at thee. ^17. And they fhall take 
up a lamentation for thee, and fay to thee, How 
art thou deftroyed that waft inhabited of fea- faring 
men; the renowned city which waft ftrong in the fea, 
fhe and her inhabitants, which caufe their terror to 
be bn all that* haunt it ? • 38. Now fhall the ifles 
tremble in the day of thy fall 5 yea, the ifles that are 
in the fea fhall be troubled at thy departure. 19. For 
thus faith the Lord GOD, When I fhall make thee 
a defolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited, 
when I fhall bring up the deep upon thee, and great 
waters fhall cover thee v 20. When I fhall brine: 



thee down with them that defcend into the pit, with 
the people of old time, and fhall fet thee in the low 
parts of the earth, in places defolate of old, v with 
them that go down to the pit, that thou be not in- 
habited, and I fhall fet glory in the land of the living : 
21. I will make thee a terror, and thou Jhalt he no 
more : though thou be fought for, yet fhalc thou never 
be found again, faith the Lord GOD. 

The utter ruin of Tyre is here reprefented in very ftrong and 
lively figures, which are mighty affe£ling. 

1. See how high* how great* Tyre had been, how little 
likely ever to have come to this. The remembrance of mens 
former grandeur and plenty, is a great aggravation of their prefent 
difgrace and poverty. Tyre was a renozvned city* ver. 17. famous 
among the nations, the crowning city, fo fhe is called If a. xxiii. 8. 
a city that had crowns in her gift, honoured all fhe fmiled upon, 
crowned herfelf, and all about her ; fhe was inhabited of feas* i. e. 
of thofe that trade at fea, of thofe who from all parts came thi- 
ther by fea, bringing with them the abundance of the feas* and 
the treafures hid in the fand. She was Jlrong in the fea ; eafy of 
accefs to her friends, but to her enemies inaccefiible ; fortified by 
a wall of water which made her impregnable. So that fhe with 
her pomp, and her inhabitants with her pride, caufed their terror 
to be on all that haunted that city, and upon any account fre- 
quented it. It was well fortified, and formidable in the eyes of all 
that acquainted themfelves with it. Every body flood in awe of 
the Tyrians, and was afraid of difobliging them. Note, Thofe 
who know their ftrength are too apt to caufe their terror, 
to pride themfelves in frightning thofe they are an over-match 
for. 

2. See how low* how little Tyre is made, ver. 19, 20. This 
renowned city is made a defolate city* is no more frequented as it 
has been, there is no more refort of merchants to it, it is like the 
cities not inhabited^ which are no cities, and having none to keep 
them in repair will go to decay of themfelves ; Tyre fhall belike 
a city overflowed by an inundation of waters, which cover it, and 
upon which the deep is brought up. As the waves had formerly 
been its defence* fo now they fhall be its dejiruclion. She fhall be 
brought down with them that defcend into the pit* with the cities of 
the old world that were under water, and with Sodom and Gomor- 
rah* that lie in the bottom of the dead fea : Or, fhe fhall be in 
the condition of thofe that have been long buried, of the people 
of old time* that are old inhabitants of the filent grave, who are 
quite rotted away under ground, and quite forgotten above 
ground 5 fuch fhall Tyre be* free among the dead ; fet in the lower 
parts of the earth* humbled, mortified, reduced. It fhall be like 
the places defolate of old* as well as like perfons dead of old 5 it 
fhall be like other cities that have formerly been in like manner 
deferted and deftroyed. It fhall not be inhabited again 3 none fhall 
have the courage to attempt the rebuilding of it, upon that fpot, 
fo that it fhall be no mpre* the Ty rians fhall be loft among the 
nations, fo that people will look in vain for Tyre in Tyre, Thou 
fhalt be fought for* and nebtr found again. New perfons may build 

a new city, upon a new fpot of ground hard by, which they 

2* R may 




inay call Tyre, . but Tyre, as it is, £haH -rieVer ;te anfy niore. 

Note, - The ftrongeft cities in .this world, the bbft-fortified and 
beft furnifhed are fubjedi to decay, and may in . a lktle time ,b v e 
brought to nothing. In the hiftory of our own ifland,\ many 
cities are fpoken of, as in being .when the Romans, were here $ 
which now our antiquaries fcarce know where to look for, and pf 
which there remains no more evidence, but Roman urns and coins 
digged up there fometimes accidentally. . But in" the other world 
We look for a city that fliall ftand for ever, and fiourifh in per- 
fection through all the ages of eternity. 

3. See what a diftrefs the inhabitants of Tyre are in, per. 15. 
There is a great /laughter ?nade in the midjl of thee, many (lain, 
and great mens it is probable, when the city was taken, % the gene- 
rality of the inhabitants were put to the fwordi, then* did the 
wounded cry* and cried in vain to the pitilefs conquerors -; they 
cried . quarter \ but it would not be given them the wounded are 
fain without mercy, or rather,, that is the only mercy that is 
fhewed them, that the fecond blow fliall rid them out of their 
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See what a confternation all the neighbours are in upon the 

to fhew how 



pain. 
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fall of Tyre. This is elegantly exprefled here, 
aftonifhing it fhould be. ' (1.) The iflands (hall Jhake ait the found 
of thy fall, ver. 15. As if a great merchant breaks; all that he 
deals with are fhocked by it, and begin to look about them ; 
perhaps they had effcfts in his hands, which they are afraid they 
fhall lofe: Or, when they fee one fail and become bankrupt of a 
fudden, - in debt a great deal more than he is worth', it makes 
them afraid for themfelves, left they fhould do fo too. 1 nus the 
iJJes who thought themfelves fafe in the embraces of the fea, when 
they fee Tyrus fall, fhall tremble, and be troubled, faying, What 
will become of us ? And it is well if they make this good ufe of 
it, to take warning by it not to be fecure, but to fland in awe of 
God and his judgments. The fudden fall of a great tower {hakes 
the ground round about it; thus all the iflands in the Mediter- 
ranean fea fhall feel themfelves fenfibly touched by the. deftruction 
of Tyre, it being a place they had fo much knowledge of, fuch 
interests in, and fuch a conftant correfpondence with. (2.) The 
princes of the fea fhall be affected with it, who ruled in thofe 
iflands; or the rich merchants, who liyelike princes,^ xxiii. 
8. and the mailers of (hips who command like princes, thefe ftiall 
condole the fall of Tyre, in a mbft companionate arid pathetical 
manner, ver. 16. They Jhall co?ne down from their thrones, as neg- 
lecting the bufxnefs of their thrones, and defpifing the pomp of 
them ; they fhall lay away their robes. of ftate,. their brpidered gar- 
ments, and fhall clothe themfelves all over with tremblings, with 
fackcloth that will make them fhiver. ' Or, they fhall by their 
own a£t and deed make themfelves to tremble upon this occafion; 
they fhall fit upon the ground in fhame and forrow ; they fhall 
tremble every moment at the thought of what is happened to s Tyre, 
and for fear of what may happen to themfelves j for. what ifland 
is fafe if Tyre be not ? They fhall take up a lamentation for thee, 
fhall have elegies arid mournful poems penned upon the fall of 
Tyre, ver. 17. How art thou deflroyed ! (1.) It fhall be a great 
furprize to them, and they fhall be afFedted with wonder ; that a 
place fo well fortified by nature and art, fo famed for politicks, 
and fo full of money, which is the fmews of war^ and that held 
out fo long, and with fo much bravery, fhould be taken at laft. 
Ver. 21. I make thee a terror. Note,. Thofe who make them- 
felves a terror to their neighbours, by the abufe of their power, 
it is juft with God to make them a terror to their neighbours by 
the fuddennefs and ftrangenefs of their punifhment. Tyre had 
caufed her terror, ver. 17. and now is made a terrible example. 
(2.) It fhall be a great affliclion to them, and they fhall fc>e 
affe£led with forrow, ver. 17. they fhall take up a lamentation 
for Tyre, as thinking it a thoufand pities that fuch a rich and 
fplendid city (hould be thus laid in ruins. . When Jerusalem, the 
holy city, was deftroyed, there were no fuch lamentations for it, 
it was nothing to them that paffid by, Lam. i. 1 2. but when Tyre 
the trading city fell it was univerfally bemoaned. Note, Thofe 
who have the world in their hearts lament .the lofs of great men, 
more than the lofs of good men. (3.) It fhalt be a loud alarm 
to them. They Jhall tremble in the day of thy fall, becaufe they 
fhall have reafon to think that their own turn will be next. If 

who can ftand ? Howl fir-trees* if fuch a cedar be 



fall, 



Tyre 

fnaken. 
fecurity. 
when we 



Howl fir-trees, if fuch a 
The fall of others fhould awaken us out of our 



N ote, 

Others death or decay in . the world is a check to us, 
dream that our mountain /lauds flrong, and Jhall not 



ggrayated 



be moved. 

5. See how the irreparable ruin of Tyre is 
profpeft of the reftoration of Ifraei. . Thus fhall Tyre fink, when 
I Jhall fet glory in the land of the livi?ig, ver. 20.. Note, 1. The 
holy land is the land of the living ; for none but holy fouls are pro- 
perly living fouls ; where living facrifices are offered to the living 
God, and where the lively oracles are, there the land of the living 
is : there David hoped to fee the goodnefs of the Lord, Pfal. xxvii. 
13, That was a type of heaven, which is indeed the land of the 
living. 2. Though this land of the living may for a time lie under 
difgrace, yet God will again fet glory in it ; the glory that is de- 
parted fhall return ; and the reftoration of what they had been 
deprived of fhall be fo much more. their glory. , God will himfelf 

be the glory of the lands, that are the lands of the living, 3. It 



mih aggravate the >■ mifery .of thofe that. have their, port- 
land .of the Jyirig,. ,of thofe that; arc for ever dying- l° n in 
the happinefs of;,. thofe, < at the fame, time,- that <-fhal! h 
eyerlafting portion injhe land of the living, , When the • their 
w^s himfelf in torment, he Yaw Lazarus in the bofom 
ham, and glory fet for him in the<land:ibf the living- 
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attending: the > funerah .cf Tyre, and the ! afh 
made for the fall of that renowned city. In this chapter ^ 1 
(1.) A large account of the dignity, xvealth, tndfptinj^^ 

. while it was in its jlrength, the vafi trade it drove /*» 

. inter eft it had among the nations, ver. : 1-^2 5. which isd r ^ 
make its ruin the more lamentable. (2.) A prediction 0 f^ *' 
and ruin, and x the confufan and confer nation which 'V^ 
neighbours Jhall thereby \ be put into, ver, 26 36 A A v 

... intended, to flain the pride of all worldly glory, . and by IV H 
. one over agqinfl the other ; to let us fee the vanity and iT & > •* 
of the riches, honours-, and pleafures, of the world, and wh T- 
reafon we have to place cur happinefs in them, or to h 

. dent of the continuance of them ; fo that all this is written 
learning. - J or tor 
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me, faying, 



■ 

the LORD came agai 



taki 



i.^HHE word of 

UI — ~ ^ v ^ 1 "? a S ain unto 

w _ 2. Now thou fon of man 

up lamentation for Tyrus ; 3. And fay unto Tyrus 
O thou that art fkuate ac the entry of the fea, wbicl 
ffirt a merchant 1 of the people for many ifles 
faith the Lord G O D, O Tyrus, thou haflr' 
^ of perfeft beauty, 4 

of the feas, tKy :: builders have perfected 'thfb&Z 
5- They have made all thy JZip-boards of fir-trees of 
Senjr : they have taken cedars from Lebanon, to make 
malts for thee. 6. Of the oaks of Bafhan have they 

made thine oars : the company of the Afourites have- 
made " . ... - - 



Thus 

1 hy borders are in the midft 




thy benches of 
of Chittim. 



ivory, brought out of the ifles 
7. Fine* linen with broidered work from 
was tha f t which;; thou fpreadeft forth to be 
thy fail 5 blue and purple from the ifles of Elifhah 
^that which covered- thee. 8. The inhabitants 
of Zidon and Arvad 




was 



in 
and 



the 



. . were thy mariners : thy wife 

men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, 
9,: The ancients . of Gebal, 

were in thee thy calkers, all the fhips of the fea with their 
mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandife. 10. They 
of Perfia, and ; of : Lud, and of Phut were in thine 



were thy pilots, 
wife men thereof 




army, thy men. of war 
helmet in thee, 
men of Arvad 



0 

: they hanged the fliield and 
they fet forth thy comelinefs. u. The 



round aboutj 



with thine army were upon 
and the Gammadims were 



thy walls 



towers ; they hanged their fhields 



round about 



thy 



in thy 

walls 



upon 

they have made thy beauty perM. 

reafon of the mul- 



12. Tarfhifh was thy merchant by 

of all kind of riches ; with 



and 

and Mefhech, they 
the 



filver, 



iron, tin, 
n, Tubal, 



titude of all kind of 

lead, they traded in thy fairs. 13 

were thy merchants 
perfons of men, and veflels of brafs in thy marker 
They of the houfe of Togarmah traded in thy 
with horfes, and horfemen, and mules. 15 



Javan, 

they traded 



14. 
fairs, 

men of Dedan 



The 



many ifles we 
brought thee I 



were thy merchants, 
the merchandife of thine hand : they 

a prefent, horns of ivory and ebony. 16. Syria 
was thy merchant by reafon of the multitude of the 
wares of thy making : they occupied in thy fairs 
with emeralds, purple, and broidered* work, and fine 
linen, and coral, and agate. 17. Judah and the land 
of Ifraei, they were thy merchants : they traded in thy 
market wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, 

and balm. 18. Damafcus was thy merchant 

making, * * or 







and oyl, 

the multitude of the wares of 




in 



the multitude of all riches 



Dan 



thy 



and white wopll. 19 
and fro, occupied in 

and calamus were in thy market, 
merchant in precious clothes for chariots, 
bia, and all the princes of Kedar, 



m tne 
alfo an 
fairs : bright iron 
iarket. 20. Dedan 



thy „. 

wine of Helbon 
d Javan going to| 

caffi*! 



they 




princes 

with thee in lambs," and rams, and, goats: in ,. 

The merchants of SK»| 

: they occupy 



merchan 



22. 



a$d 



they were thy merchants. 
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• ,hv fairs wich chief of all fpicesi and with all pre- 
* 1 ■ " ftones, arid gold. ^23. Haran and Canneh, and 
iFd'en ^ merchants of Sheba, Afliur, and Ghilmad ' 

'thy merchants. 

- " in Blue clothes, and broidered work! 

bound with cords, arid 

The 
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24. Thefe were thy merchants in 



IS^cheftVof rich apparel, 

of 



cedar 



and 



among thy merchandife. . 25. 
did iing of thee in, thy market, 
¥ hou wan replenifhed, and made very glorious in the 
! Jnidft of the leas, 



IffofTarmifh 

wait 



1. The prophet is ordered to take up a lamentation for 
I^Tyrus, Ic was Y ct ln the height of its profperity, and 
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it is fure, it is near, and though the prophet 
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P ap peared not the leaft fy rnptom of its decay, yet the prophet 
^ foment' it, becaufe its profperity is its fnare* is the caufe of 
ride and fecurity, which will make its fall the more grievous. 
'& i? P . tno f e that live at eafe are to be lamented, if they were not 
- v oann <r for trouble. He muft lament it becaufe its ruin is 
% Lftnening on apace, 

Ef retel it, and juftify God in it, yet he muft lament it. Note, 
ffe We ou*ht to mourn for the miferies of other nations, as well as 
K of our own, out of an affection for mankind in -general ; it is a 
I art of the honour we owe to all men to bewail their calamities, 
* even thofe/ which they have brought upon themfelves by their own 

2. He is directed what to fay, and to fay it in the name of 
■ fa \ QT d Jehovah, a name not unknown in Tyre, and which 
■jfhall be better known, chap. xxvi. 6. 

1. He muft upbraid Tyre with her pride. O Tyrus^ thou hajl 
% f Ct }j[ J am of perfecl beauty, ver. 3. of univerfa I beauty ; fo the 
I word is; every way accomplifhed, and therefore every where 
I admired. Zion that had the beauty , of holinefs is called indeed the. 
% perfefl 'ion of beauty, Pfal. 1. 2. that is the beauty of .the Lord. But 
^ Tyre becaufe well built, and well filled with money and trade, , 

will fet up for a perfect beauty. Note, It is the folly of the 
children of this world to value themfelves by the pomp and plea- 
sure they live in, and to call themfelves beauties for the fake of 
" them. And if in thefe they excel others, to think themfelves 
r.terfecl. But God takes notice of the vain conceits men have of 
$ themfelves in their profperity, when the mind is lifted up with 
the condition, and often for the humbling of the fpirit finds ways 
to bring down the eftate. Let none reckon themfelves beautified 
any further than they are fanclified, nor fay they are of perfecl 
% beauty till they come to heaven. 

2. He muft upbraid Tyre with her profperity, which was the 
fr ; matter of her pride. In elegies it is ufual to infert enco?niums of 
% thofe whofe fall we -lament; the prophet accordingly praifeth 
I' Tyre, for all that fhe had that was praife-worthy. He has no- 

thing to fay of her religion, her piety, her charity, her being a 
refuge to the diftreffed, or ufing her intereft to do good offices 
among her neighbours ; but file lived great, and had a great 
trade, and all the trading part of mankind made court to her. 
The prophet muft defcribe her height and magnificence, that God 
may be the more glorified in her fall, as the God who looks upon 
k. every one that is proud, and abafeth the?n ; hides them in the dujl 
% together, and binds their faces in fecret, Job xl. iz. 

1. The city of Tyre was advantageoufly fituated, at the entry of 
thefea, ver. 3. having many commodious harbours each way, not 
as cities feated on rivers, which the fhipping can come but one 
way to. It ftood at the eaft end of the Mediterranean, very con- 
venient for trade by land into all the Levant parts ; fo that fhe 
became a merchant of the people for many ifles ; lying between 
Greece and Afia, it became the great emporium, or mart-town,, 
the rendezvous of merchants from all parts. Thy borders are in 
the heart of the feas, ver. 4. It was furrounded with water, 
whicli was a great advantage to its trade ; the darling of the fea, 
Jaid in its bofom, in its heart. Note, It is a great convenience 
upon many accounts to live in an ifland ; feas are the moft ancient 
hnd-mark, not which our fathers have fet, but the God of our 
fathers, and which cannot be removed as other land-marks may, 
nor fo eafily got over. The people fo fituated may the eafier 
dwell alone, if they pleafe, as not reckoned among the natiops ; 
and yet, if they pleafe, may the eafier traffick abroad, and keep a 
correfpondence with the nations. We therefore of this ifland 
muft own, that he who determines the bounds of mens habita- 
tions has determined well for us, 

2 » It was curioufly built, according as the fafhion then was ; 
and being a city on a hill it made a glorious ihew, and tempted 
the. (hips that failed by into her ports, ver. 4. Thy builders have 
ferfitfed thy beauty. They have fo improved in architecture, that ; 
nothing appears in the buildings of Tyre that can be found fault , 
with; and yet it wants that perfection of beauty into which the 
Lord doth and will build up his Jerufalem. 

3* It had its haven replenifhed with abundance of gallant Jhips,. 
16. xxxiii. sr. The fliip -carpenters did their part, as well as the. 
houfe-carpenters theiz-s. The Tyrians are thought to be the firft 
that invented the art of .navigation ; however they improved it, \ 
and brought it to as great a perfection perhaps as it could be with-; 
°utthe loadftone. (i.) They made the boards, or planks, fori 

l " e hulk .of the fhip of fir -trees fetched from.Senir,. amount in. 
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the land of, Ifrael, .joined with Hermoh"; : Cantl'^v 8. Planks 
of fir were Smooth and light, but not fo , lafting ; as our Engli£h 
oak. (z. ) They had cedars from Lebanon, another mountain of 
Ifrael, for their mafts, ver. 5. (3.) They had qaWfrorn Baftian, 
Ifa. 11, 13: to make oars of ; for. Jt is. probable, their fhips'were 
moftly .gallies, that, go with oars. ; The .. people of Ifrael builffew 
£hips for themfelves, but "they furnifiied. the "Tyrians, with ^timber 
for fliipping : Thus one country ufeth what another produceth* 
and fo they are. ferviceable one to another, ,ancl cannot fay to each 
other,^ I have no need of thee. (4.) Such magnificence did 'they 
affect, in building their fliips, that they made, the very benches ' \dt 
ivory, which they fetched from the ifles of Chzttim, from Italy,.or 

, and had workmen from the Afhurites or.jAfiy'rians to 
make themj fo rich would they have their ftate-rooms in their 
fhips to be. (5.) So very prodigal were they, that . .they made 
their faz'ls of fine 'linen fetched from' Egypt, and that embroidered 
too, ver. 7.^ Or it may be meant of their .flags, : which xhoy 
hoifted to notify what city they belonged to, which were very 
coftly. The word fTgnifies a banner, as well as a fail. "(6.) They 
hung thofe rooms on fhip-board with blue and purple^ the richefi 
clothes, and richefi: colours they could get from the ifles they 
traded with. For though Tyre was itfelf famous ifor purple, which 
is therefore called the Tyrian die, yet they muft have that which 
was far-fetched. 

4. Thefe gallant Ihips were. well-??zanned, by rnen of grea^t 
ingenuity, and induftry. The pilots and mafters of the fhips th^t 
had command in their fleets were of their own city; fuch as 
they could put a confidence in 5 ver. 8. Thy wife me)z, O Tyrus, 
that lucre in thee were thy pilots : But for common .failors, they 
had them from other countries 5 the inhabita?tts of 4 r vad and 
Zidon were thy mariners', thefe came from cities near them, 
Zidon was fifter to Tyre, not two leagues off to the northward,; 
there they bred able feamen, which it is the intereft of the mari- 
time powers to fupport, and give all the countenance they can to. 
They fent to Gebal in Syria for calkers, or.Jire?zgtheners of the 
clefts, ox chinks, to flop them when the fhips come home after 
long voyages to be repaired. To do this they had the ancients 
and wife ?nen, ver. 9. For there is more need of , wifdom and 
prudence to repair what is gone to decay, than to build anew : In 
publick matters there is occafion for the ancients and wife men to 
be the repairers of the breaches, and the refiorers of paths to dwell 
in. .. Nay, all the countries they traded with were at their fervice, 
and were willing to. fend men into their pay, or to fet their youth 
apprentices in Tyre, or put them on board their fleets ; fo that 
all the Jhips in the fea with their mariners were ready to occupy thy 
merchandife. Thofe that give good wages fhali have hands at 
command. 

5. Their city was guarded by a military force that was very 
confiderable, ver. 10, ir. The Tyrians were themfelves wholly 
given to trader but it was neceffary they fhould ; have^a good 
army on foot, and therefore took thofe of other ftates into their 
pay, fuch as were fitteft for fervice ; though they had them from 
afar (which perhaps was their, policy) from Perfia, Lud, and 
Phut. Thefe bore their arms when there was occafion ; and in 
time of peace hanged up the foield and buckler in the armory, as 
it were to proclaim peace, and let the world know that they had 
at prefent no need of them ; but they were ready to be taken 
down when ever there was occafion for them. Their walls were 

* • 

guarded by the men of Arvad, their toivers were garrifoned by the 
Gammadims, robuft men, that had a great deal of ftrength in their 
arms-, yet the vulgar Latin renders it pigmies, men no longer 
than one's arm. They hung their Jin elds upo?i the walls in their 
magazines, or places of arms ; or hung them out upon the walls 
of the city, that none might dare to approach them, feeing how 
well provided they were with all things neceflary for their own 
defence. Thus they fet forth thy comelinefs, ver. 10. and made 
thy beauty perfecl, ver, 11. It contributed as much as any thing 
to the glory of Tyre, that it had thofe of all nations about in 
its fervice, except of the land of Ifrael, (though it lay next them) 
which furnifhed them with timber, but we do not find it fur- 
niflied them with men; that would have entrenched upon the 
liberty and dignity of the Jewifh nation, 2 Chron. ii. 17, iS. 
Alfo that it had fuch a militia, fo fit for fervice, and in conftant 
pay ; and fuch an armory like that in the tower of David, where 
hung the Jhields of mighty men. Cant. iv. 4. It is obfervable, that 
there and here the armories are faid to be furnifhed with Jhields 
and helmets, defenfive arms, not with Jwords and fpears, offen- 
fivej though it is probable there were fuch ; to intimate, -that 
the military force of a people muft be intended only for their 
own protection ; and not to invade and annoy their neighbours ; 
to fecure their own right, not to encroach upon the rights of 

others. • 

6. They *ad a vaft trade, and a correfpondence. with all parts 
of the known world. Some nations they dealt ;with in one com- 
modity, and fome in another, according as either its .products or 
its manufactures were, and the fruits of nature or art were with 
which it was blefled.- This is very much enlarged upon here, 
as that which was the principal glory of Tyre, and, which fup- 
ported all the reft. We do not -find any where in feripture fo* 
many nations .named together, as are here ; fp that .this chapter, 
fome think, gives much light to. the, firft accpunt .w^e.h^ve. of .the 

fettle- 
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Settlement of the nations after the flood, Gen. 3c 
have abundance of work here to find out the feyefal places arid 
iiationfc fpoken of ; and concerning many of them their cohje&ures 
are different, and they leave us in the dark, and at much uncer- 
tainty % it is well it is not material ; modern furveys come fhort 
of explaining the ancient geography; And therefore we will not 
Smufe ourfelves here with a particular enquiry, either con- 
cerning the traders, or the £oods they traded in ; we leave it 
to the critical expofitors, and obferve that only which is im- 
provable. 

t. We have reafori to think that Ezckiel knew little of his 
awn knowledge, concerning the trade of Tyre ; he was a prieft, 
tarried away captive far enough from the neighbourhood of Tyre, 
we may fuppofe when he was young, there he had been eleven 
years. And yet he fpeaks of the particular mere hand ifes of Tyre, 
as nicely as if he had been comptroller of the cuftom-houfe there ; 
by which it appears that he was divinely infpircd in what he fpoke 
and wrote. It is God that faith ibis, ver. 3. 

2. This account of the tradb of Tyre intimates to us, that 
God's eye is upon men, and he takes cognizance of what they 
do, when they art ernployed in their worldly bulinefs ; not only 
when they are at church praying and hearing, but when they 
are in their markets , and fairs, and upon the exchange, buying 
and felling ; which is a good reafon why we ftiould in all our 
dealings keep confidence void of offence ; and have our eye always 
upon him whofe eye is always upon us. 

3. We may here obferve the wifdom of God, and his goodnefs 
as the common Father of mankind, in making one country to 
abound in one commodity, and another in another, and all more 
or lefs ferviceable either to the neceflity, or to the comfort and 
ornament of human life. Non omnis fert omnia tellus. Provi- 
dence difpenfeth its gifts varioufly, fome to each, and all to none, 
that there may be a mutual commerce among thofe whom God 
has made of one blood, tho' they are made to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, Acts xvii. 26. Let every nation therefore thank 
God for the products of its country, tho* they be not fo rich 
as thofe of others, yet there is ufe for them in the publick 
iervice of the world. 

4. See what a blefling trade and merchandife is to mankind, 
cfpecially when it is followed in the fear of God, and with a 
regard not only to private advantage, but to a common benefit. 
The earth is full of Gods riches, Pfal. civ. 24. There is a mul- 
titude of all kind of riches in it, as it is here, ver. 12. gathered 
off its furface and digged out of its bowels. The earth is alfo 
full of the fruits of mens ingenuity and induflbry, according as 
their genius leads them ; now by exchange and barter thefe are 
made more extenfively ufeful ; thus what can be fpared is helped 
off", arid What is wanted is fetched in in lieu of it, from the moft 
diftartt countries. Thofe that are not tradefmen themfelves, yet 
have reafoh to thank God for tradefmen and merchants, by 
■whom the products of other countries are brought to our hands, 
as thofe of our own are by our husbandmen. 

5. Befides the heceflaries that are here traded in, fee what 
abundance of things are here mentioned that only ferve to pleafe 
fancy* and are valuable only by mens humour and cuftom ; and 
yet God allows us to ufe them, and trade in them, and part 
with thofe things for them which we can fpare, that are of an 
xntrinfick worth much beyond them. Here are horns of ivory and 
ebony, ver. 15. that are brought for a prefent, i. e. expofed to 
fale, and offered in exchange, or, as fome think, prefented to the 
city, or the great men of it, to obtain their favour. Here are 
emeralds, coral, and agate, ver. 16. all precious Jlones and gold, 
ver. 22. which the world could better be without than iron and 
common ftohes. Here are to pleafe the tafte and fmell the chief 
of all fyices, ver. 22. iajjia and calamus, ver. 19. and for orna- 
nament, purple, broidered work, and fine linen, Ver. 16. Preci- 
ous clothes for chariots, ver. 20. Blue clothes (which Tyre was 
famous for) broidered work, and c he/Is of rich apparel, bound with 
rich cords, and made of cedar, a. fweet wood to perfume the gar- 
ments kept in them, ver. 24. Upon the review of this invoice, 
or bill of parcels, we may juftly" fay* what a great many things 
are here that we have no need of and can live very comfortably 
without ? 

6. It is obfervable that Judah and the land of Ifrael were 
merchants in Tyre too ; in a way of trade they were allowed to 
converfe with the heathen. But they traded moftly in zvheat, 
a fiibftantial commodity, and neceflary ; wheat of Minnith and 
Pannag, two countries in Canaan famous for the beft wheat, as 
Tome think ; the whole land indeed was a land of wheat, Deut. 
viii.,8. it had the fat of kidneys of wheat, Deut. xxxiL 14. Tyre 
was maintained by corn fetched from the land of Ifrael : they 
traded likewife in honey and oil, and balm* or rofin ; all ufeful 
things, and riot ferving to pride or luxury. And the land which 
thefe were the ftaple-commodities of, was that which was the 
glory of #11 lands , which God rcferved for his peculiar people, not 
thofe that traded in fpices and precious Jlones j and the Ifrael of 
God muft reckon themfelves well provided for, if they have food 
convenient ; for they that are acquainted with the delights of the 
children of God will not fet their hearts on the delights of the 
fins and daughters of men, or the treafures &f kings and provinces. 

W e find indeed that the New Teftament Babylon trades in fuch 



The fcriticks j thiri£s> as Tyre tnided in, Rev. xvlii. i2* 13. ; JV' 



ftariding its preterifibns to fan&ity, it , is- 3 m£re -worldly j m ^ 
* _7. Tho' Tyre Was a. city of great merchandife, and th 
abundance by buying and felling, ^importing commoditie^f^ 
one place, and exporting them to another ; yet man s , 
trades were not nigle&ed. The wares of their own 1 makk ! e 
a multitude of fuch wares are here fpoken of, ver. 16. an / 5 a ! 
ver: iZ. It is the wifdom of £ nation fo ericb u fa?e 



and 
l gain, 

induftry,* arid not to bear hard upon the handicraft Yradef ^ 
for it contributes rriuch to the wealth and honour of a nat^* 
fend abroad wares of their own making, which may bri *° n to 
in the multitude of all riches. 

8. All this made Tyrus very great, and very. proud r 
Jbips ofTarjkiJh did fing of thee in thy market, ver. 25. ,\ e \ f 
waft admired and cried up by all the nations that had deal 
with thee; for thou waft replenijhed in Wealth and num k 
people, waft beautified and made very glorious in the iriid/l I f 
fias. Thofe that grow very rich are cried up as very gkri 0 
for riches are glorious things in the eyes of carnal people g" * 
xxxi. 1.. 3 tHt 



26. 



rowers have brought thee 



— — * — — . 

feas in the day of thy ruin. 



Thy iuwwa uavc uiuugui lucc into great 

waters : the eaft-wind hath broken thee in the rnidft 
of the feas. 27. Thy riches and thy fairs, thy m er 
chandife, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and 
the occupiers of thy merchandife, and all thy men of 
war that are in thee, and in all thy company which « 
in the midft of thee, fhall fall into the midft 0 f the 

28. The fuburbs fhall 
lhake at the found of the cry of thy pilots. 29. A nc ) 
all thac handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots 
of the fea, fhall come down ' from their fhips, t h cy 
fhall ftand upon the land 5 30. And fhall caufe their 
voice to be heard againft thee, and fhall cry bitterly, 
and fhall caft up duft upon their heads, they fhall 
wallow themfelves in the afhes. 31. And they fhall 
make themfelves utterly, bald for thee, and gird them 
with fackcloth, and they fhall weep for thee with 
bitternefs of heart, and bitter wailing. 32. And ia 
their wailing they fhall take up a lamentation for 
thee, and lament over thee, faying, What citfis like 
Tyrus, like the deftroyed in the midft of the fea? 
33. When thy wares went forth out of the feas, thou 
filledft many people, . thou didft enrich the kings of 
the earth with the multitude" of thy riches, and of 

merchandife. 34. In the time when thou (halt 



thy 

be broken by the feas in 



time 

the depths, of the waters, 
thy merchandife and- all thy company in the midft of 

fhall fall. All the inhabitants of the ifles 



fhall 
fore 



35- 

aftonifhed at thee, 

fhall be troubled in 



and 



afraid, they 
nance. 36. The merchants 



their kings fhall be 

their counte- 
among the people fhall 
error, and never (halt U 



any more. 



> 

We have feen Tyre flourifhing, here we have Tyre falling; 
and great is the fall of it, fo much the greater for its having 
made fuch a figure in the world. Note, The moft mighty and 
magnificent kingdoms and ftates fooner or later have their day to 
come down 5 they have their period : and when they are in" their 
zenith, they will begin to decline 5 but the deftrudtion of Tyre 
was fudden. Her fun went down at noon. And all her wealth 
and grandeur, pomp and power, did but aggravate her ruin, and 
make it the more grievous to her felf, and aftonifhing to aH 
about her. Now obferve here, 

1 . How the ruin of Tyrus will be brought about, ver. 2^ 
She is as a great fhip richly laden, that is fplit or funk by the 
indifcretion of her fleer-men, Thy rowers have themfelves brsupt 
thee into great and dangerous waters ; the governors of the city, 
and thofe that had the management of their publick affairs, by 
fome mifmanao-ement or other involved them in that war with 

- • * 

the Chaldeans, which was the ruin of their ftatc ; by their m- 
folence, by fome affront given to the Chaldeans, or fome attempt 
niade upon them in confidence of their own ability to contend 
with them, they provoked Nebuchadnezzar to make a defcent 
upon them, and by their obftinacy, in ftanding it out to the la>i» 
enraged him to that degree that he determined the ruin of their 
ftate 5 and, like an eafil wind, broke them in the midft of the pas. 
Note, It is ill with a people when thofe that fit at the flern irt" 
ftead of putting them into the harbour run them a-ground. 

2. How great and general the ruin will be. All her wealtn 
fhall be buried with her, her riches, her fairs, and her m f^T 
dife, ver. 27. ail that had any dependence upon her, and dea - 
ings with her, in trade, in war, in converfacion, they jhm a 
fall with her into the midfl of the fias in the day of her rut^ 
Note, Thofe who make creatures their confidence, place t e 

happinefs in their intereft in them, and reft their hopes upo^ 
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Chap. XXVIII 




happy therefore are they 



mi c f courfe fall with them ; 

tttfh , u >Godof Jacob for their help, and whofe hope is in the 
libit have ^7tholives for even - . ' 

tilordthvr ^ ] ame ntation would be made for the deftruclion 
1* The pilots, her princes and governors, when they 



fhall draw their 



they 

thy yifdom, and they fliall 
8. Thev fhall 



fwords agairift the- beauty of 

defile 



thy 



brightnefsd 

They fhall bring thee down to the pitj and thou 
lhalt die the deaths of them that are flain in the midft: 



■ » 



«/Tvre. The pilots, iier princes ana guvcrnur,, w ,,«i of fa f Wilt thou yet fay before him that 

£ot J / .11 t hrv have played their cards, and how much they I n , , J? ~ , s - / . '» , " , 

^ b °VtribS to their bwn ruin, fhall «y «* fo loud as to | fla y e I h , t5 ?ee, I ^ God?. but thou -/bolt kfi a man_and 



$,*ve conv "^f u b U rbs fhake, ver. 28. fuch a vexatioh fliall it be 
^ make eve j their Qwn ;i j cont j u & # The inferior of- 

f to t^Je a s the mariners of the ftate, fliall be forced to 
S ficers> from their refpeftive pofts, ver. 29. and they fliall 
iu c ome a ~ t ^ as having deceived them, in not proving fo 
hl/to hold out, as they thought thou hadft been ; they fliall 
'h'ilr'v for the common ruin, and their own fhare in it. 
: ^th fliall ufe a11 the moft foIemn cxpreffions of grief 5 they 
I n fl dull en their heads, in indignation of themfelves, fhall 
^^themlihes in ajhes, as having bid a final farewel to all 
(ri Sure* they fliall ***** themfelves bald, ver. 31. with 
- W ffe/r Ai/r : and, according to the cuftom of great mourn- 
ml Lvf fhall gird themfelves with fackcloth, who u fed to wear 

and inftead of merry fongs, they fliall weep with 

Note, Lolles and crofles are very grievous 



fliall cry out fo loud as to j 



ers, 

J fine linen ; 
: liiiiernef* °f b eari ' 

dbard to be born, to thofe that have long been wallowing 
% pleafure, and fleeping in carnal fecurity 

How Tyre fliould be upbraided with her former honour 
and profperity, wr. 3 2 > 33* She that was Tyrus the renowned, 
: (hall now be called Tyr^y the dejlroyed in the tw/^? 
(; 0 at c ify is like Tyre ? Did ever any city come down from fuch 
\ a height of profperity, to fuch a depth of adverfity ? Time was 
•-'when ft&y thole °^ thine own ma l«ng, and thofe that 

^paffed through thy hands, went forth out of the feas, and were 
exported to all parts of the world, then thou filled/1 many people, 
and didft enrich the kings of the earth, and their kingdoms. The 
Tynans, tho* they bear fuch a fway in trade, yet it feems were 
/: fair merchants, and let their neighbours not only live but thrive 
by them. All that dealt with them were gainers 3 they did not 
cheat or opprefs the people, but did enrich them with the mul- 
titude of their merchandife. But now they that ufed to be en- 
"i riched by thee, fliall be ruined with thee, as is ufual in trade ; 
I ver. 34. When thou Jhalt be broken, and all thou haft is feized 
on, oil thy company fhall fall too. There is an end of Tyre that 
\ made fucji a noife and buftle in the world. This great blaze 
goes out in a (huff. 

5. How the fall of Tyre fliould be matter of terror to fome, 

and laughter to others, according as they were differently in- 
terefted and afFedted. Sonus fliall be fore afraid, and fliall be 
troubled, ver. 35. concluding it will be their own turn to fall 
next. Others fhall hifs at her, ver. 36. fliall ridicule her pride, 
f and vanity, and ill conduct, and think her ruin juft. She tri- 
v umphed in Jerufalem's fall, and there are thofe that will triumph 
in her's. When God cafts his judgments on the finner, men 
alfo Jball clap their hands at him, and Jhall hifs him out of his 

Is this the city which men called the 



V 



place. Job xxvii. 22, 23. 

perfection of beauty f 



5, _ 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



4 1 



In this chapter zve have, (1.) A prediction of the fall and ruin 
of the king of Tyre, who in the dejlruttion of that city is parti- 
cularly fet up as a mark for God's arrows, ver. 1 — 10. (2.) A 
lamentation for the king of Tyre, when he is thus fallen, tho 1 
he falls by his own iniquity, ver. 11 — 19. (3.) A prophecy of 
the x deflruttion of Zidon, which was in the. neighbourhood of 
Tyre, and had a dependence upon it, ver. 20 — . 23. (4.) A 
fromife of the rejloration of the Ifrael of God, tho 1 in the day of 

their calamity they were infulted over by their neighbours, 
ver. 24—26. 



man, 

the Lord GOD, Be- 
and thou haft faid, I 



f 

I H E wo . rd of the L O R D came again unto 
X. me, faying, 2. Son of man, fay unto the 
prince of Tyrus, Thus faith 
; aufe thine heart is lifted up, 

1 m a god, I fit in the feat of God, in the midft " of 
the leas j yet thou art a man, and not God, though 
™u fet thine heart as the heart of God 
: hou art wifer than Daniel j 
% tl1e y can hide from thee : 



3. Behold, 
there is no fecret that 



I r 



• - — . 4, With thy wifdom, and 

an? if a underftan ding thou haft gotten thee riches, 
/ » , gotten S old and flIver into th y treafures : 

5- By thy *" - - - 



S 



^5 



.... r . _ r eat wifdom, and by thy traffick haft thou 
ca.,f c thy riches > and thine hearc is lifted U P 

Lord GOD hy ri ° heS '* 6 * Therefore thus faich the 
\ S ° f God > 7 • Behold, therefore, I will bring 

™gers upon thee, the terrible of the nations : and 

^0. kix, " - - — — - - ■ 



Becaufe thou haft fet thine heart as the 



no God in the hand of him that flayeth thee, io* Thoa 
fhalt die the deaths of the uncircumcifed, by the 



hand of ftrangers : 
Lord GOD. 



for I have fpoken it, faith $he 



1 

We have done with Tyrus in the foregoing chapter, but now 5 
the prince of Tyrus is to be fingled out from the reft ;* here is 
fomething to be faid to him by himfelf ; a meffage to him front 
God, which the prophet muft fend him, whether he will hear 5 
or whether he will forbear. 

1. He muft tell him of his pride. His people were proud, 
chap, xxvii. 3. and fo is he ; and they fliall both be made to JcnoW 
that God refifls the proud. Let us fee, 

(i.) What were the expreflions of his pride. His heart was 
lifted up, ver. 2. He had a great conceit of himfelf, was blown 
up with an opinion of his own fufficiency, and looked with dif- 
dain upon all about him ; and out of the" abundance of the pride 
of his heart, he faid / am a god ; he did riot only fay it in his 
heart, but had the impudence to fpeak it out. God has faid of 
princes they are gods, Pfal. lxxxii. 6. But it doth not become 
them to fay fo of themfelves 5 it is a high affront to him who is 
God alone, and will riot give his glory to another. He thought 
the city of Tyre had as neceffary a dependence upon him, as 
the world has upon the God that made it ; and that he was him- 
felf independent as God, and unaccountable to any. He thought 
himfelf to have as much wifdom and ftrength as God himfelf^ 
and as inconteftable an authority, and that his prerogatives were 
as abfolute, and his word as much a law as the word of God. 
He challenged divine honours, and expected to be praifed and 
admired as a god, and doubted not to be deified among other 
heroes, after his death as a great benefactor to the world. Thus 
the king of Babylon faid, / will be like the mofl High, Ifa. xiv. 1 4. 
not like the moft Holy. / am the flrong God, and therefore will 
not be contradi&ed, becaufe I cannot be controlled. I fit in the 
feat of God ; I lit as high as God, my throne equal with his ; 
Divifum imperium cum Jove Cafar habet. I fit as fafe as God, as 
fafe in the heart of the feas, and as far out of the reach of danger, 
as he in the height of heaven. He thinks his guards of men of 
war about his throne as pompous and potent as the hofts of 
angels that are about the throne of God. He is put in mind of 
his meannefs and mortality, and fince he needs to be told he fhall 
be told that felf-evident truth, thou art a ?nan, and not God, a 
depending creature, a dying creature, thou zxtflejk and not fpirit, 
Ifa. xxxi. 3 . Note, Men muft be made to know that they are 
but men, Pfal. ix. 20. The greateft wits, the greateft poten- 
tates, the greateft faints, are men and not gods ; Jefus Chrift was 
both God and man. The king of Tyre tho* he has fuch a migh- 
ty influence upon all about him, and with the help of his riches 
bears a mighty fway, tho' he has tribute and prefents brought to 
his court, with as much devotion as if they were facrifices to his 
altar, tho* he is flattered by his courtiers, and made a god of by 
his poets, yet after all he is but a man, he knows it, he fears it ; 
but he fets his heart as the heart of God, haft conceited thy felf to 
be a god, haft compared thy felf with God, thinking thy felf as 
wife and ftrong and as lit to govern the world as he. It was the 
ruin of our firft parents, and ours in them, that they would be 
as gods, Gen. iii. 5. And • ftill that corrupt nature which in- 
clines men to fet up themfelves as their own mafters to do what 
they will, and their own carvers to have what they will, their 
own end to live to themfelves, and their own felicity to enjoy 
themfelves, fet their hearts as the heart of God, invades his pre- 
rogatives, and catches at the flowers of his crown, a prefumption 
that cannot go unpunifhed. 

2. We are here told what it was that he was proud of. 
1. His wifdom. It is likely this prince of Tyre was a man 
of very good natural parts, a philofopher, and well read in all 
the parts of learning that were then in vogue, however a politi- 
cian, and had a great dexterity in managing the affairs of ftate. 
And then he thought himfelf wifer than Daniel, ver. 3. we found 
before that Daniel tho* now but a young man, was celebrated 
for his prevalency and prayer, chap. xiv. 14. Here we find he 
was famous for his prudence, in the management of the affairs of 
this world, a great fcholar and ftatefman, and withal a great 
faint ; and yet not a prince, but a poor captive. It was ftrange 
that under fuch external difadvantages his luftre fliould fhine 
forth, fo as that he was become zuife to a proverb. When the 
king of Tyre dreams himfelf to be a god, he faith he is wifer 
than Daniel. There is no fecret that they can hide from thee. 
Probably he challenged all about him to prove him with queflions, 
as Solomon was proved, and he had unriddled all their senigmas, 
had folved all their problems, and none of them all could puzzle 
him : he had perhaps been fuceefsful in difcovering plots, and 
diving into the counfels of the neighbouring princes, and there- 
fore thought himfelf emnifcienb and that no thought could be 

24 S witholderj 



Chap, XXVIII. 



witholden from him 



therefore -he faid, / am a god. Note, 
Knowledge .puffetb. up ; it is hard, to, know much, and not* to 
jfcnow . it too' well,' and to be elevated with it. . He that was 
wifer than Daniel was prouder than Lucifer. Thoie therefore 
that are knowing muft ftudy to be humble, and to evidence that 
they are fo. ' ' ' 

z. His wealths Tha>t -way his wifdom led him ; it is not faid 
that by his'.wifdom .he fearched into the arcana, either: pf injature or 
government, .modelled the. ftate better than it w;as, or made bet- 
ter laws,,. or had advanced the interefts of the ^3^^ ill 1*J^L 

learning, but ii is %vifdom and under/landing were of ufe .to him in 
traffick 5 as fome of the kings of Judah loved husbandry," 2 Chron. 
xxvi.. io. - fo. the king of Tyre loved, merchandise, and by it he 
got riches, increafed his riches," arid filled his treafures %vith gold 
and ftlver 9 ,ver. 4, 5. " See what the wifdom of this woHd is, 
thofe are cried up as, the wifeft men that know how to get mo- 
ney, and by right or wrong to raife effotes, and yet really this 
their way, is their , folly y P Tal. xlix. 13. 'It was the folly of the 
king of Tyre, .( 1.) That he attributed the mcreafe of his wealth 
to himfelf, and not to the providence of God, forgetting him. who 
gave him power to get .wealth, ^ Dent.. viii. 17, 18. (2.) That 
-he therefore, thought himfelf .k'wife mdni becaufe he" was a rich 
man 1 whereasa 'fool, may 'have Hi 'eftate, Eccl.il. 19. yea, ..and 
a fool may get . an efta te/ for the" world has been often obferved to 
favour' fuch, zvhen bread [is not to the wife, Eccl. ix. 11. (3.) That 
his heart .was lifted up becaufe of his riches \ for the increafe of 
his wealth that , made him fo haughty and fecure, fo infolent and 
imperious, and that fet his heart as the heart of God. The man 
effin, when he had a great deal of worldly pomp and power, 
Jhewed himfelf as a god, 2 TheiT. ii. 4. Thofe who are rich in 
this world have therefore need to charge , that upon themfelves, 
\vhich the word of God chargeth upon them, that they be not 
high-minded, 1 Tim. vi. 17. 

(2.) Since pride goes before deftruclion, and a haughty fpirit be- 
fore a fall, he muft tell him of that, deftruclion, of that fall, 
which was now haftning on, as the juft punifhment of his pre- 
emption in fetting up himfelf a rival with God. Becaufe 
thou haft pretended to be a god, ver. 6. therefore thou fhalt not 
be long a man, ver* 7. Obferve here, 

1. The inftruments of his deftruftioh. I will bring ftrangers 
upon thee, the Chaldeans whom we do not find mentioned among 
the many nations and countries that traded with Tyre, chap. 
xxvii. If any of thofe nations had. been brought againft it, 
they would have had fome compaffion upon it for old ac- 
quaintance fake, but thefe fir angers will have none ; they are 
people of a flrange language, which the king of Tyre himfelf, 
as wife as he is, perhaps underftands not. They are the terrible 
of the natims ; it was an army made up of many nations, and it 
was at this day the moft formidable, both for ftrength and fury. 
Thefe God has at command, and thefe he will bring upon the 
king of Tyre. 

2. The extremity of the deflruclion. They Jhall draw their 
f words again/l the beauty of thy wifdom, ver. 7. i. e. againft all 
thofe things which thou glorieft in as thy beauty, and the pro- 
duct of thy wifdom. Note, It is juft with God that our ene- 
mies fhould make that their prey, which we have made our pride. 
The king of Tyre's palace, his treafury, his city, his navy, his 
army, thefe he glories in as his brightnefs, thefe he thinks make 
him illuftrious, and glorious as a god on earth. But all thefe the 
victorious enemy fhall defile, fhall deface, fhali deform ; he 
thought them facred, things that none durft touch, but the con- 
querors fhall feize them as common things, and fpoil the bright- 
nefs of them. But whatever comes of what he has, furely his 
perfon is facred ; no, ver. 8. They Jlmll bri?ig thee down to the 
pit, to the grave ; thou fhalt die the death. "And, (1.) It fhall 
not be an ho?iourable death, but an ignominious one. He fhall be 
fo vilified in his death, as that he may defpair of being deified 
after his death. He fhall die the deaths of thein that are flam in 
the midjl of the feas, that have no honour done them at their 
death, but their dead bodies are immediately thrown over-board 
without any ceremony, as marks of diftindb'on, to be a feaft for 
the fifh. Tyre is like to be defrayed in the midjl of the fea, chap, 
xxvii. 32. and the prince of Tyre fhall fare no better than the 
people. (2.) It fhall not be a happy death, but a miferable one ; 
he fhall die the deaths of the nncircumcifed, ver. 10. of thofe that 
are ftrangers to God, and not in covenant with him, and there- 
fore die under his wrath and curfe. It is deaths, a double death, 
temporal and eternal, the death both of body and foul. He fhall 
die the fecond death, that is dying miferably indeed. The fen- 
tence of death here pafled upon the king of Tyre, is ratified by 
a divine authority, I have fpoken it, faith the Lord God. .And 
what he hath faid he will do. None can gainfay it, nor will he 
unfay it. 

The effectual difproof that this will be of all His pretenfions 




the inftruments that he employed, 
God, - ^ 



and 



_ thou Jhalt be a \ man 
utterly unable to refift and help thy left / ^ 5 
are gods, but ye Jhall die like men, Pfah lxxxii. 
Thofe who pretend to be rivals with God fhall ^ 
way or other to let fall their claims. Death 
we come into his hand, 

> -. -, , men. 



not 



6** #*» 
be forced « 

autotheft 

will make us know that we are 11 



mentation upon the 
him, Thus faith the 



king 
Lord 



man, 

Tyrus, 
G O J>J 



of 



take 
and 
Thou 



cio.us ftone was thy covering, 
the diamond, the beryl, the 



3-. 

to deity, ver. 9. when the conqueror fets his fword to thy breaft, 
and thou feeft no way of efcape, Wilt thou then fay, I a?n God ? 
Wilt thou then have fuch a conceit of thy felf, and fuch a confi- 
dence in thy felf, as thou now haft ? No, thy being overpowered 
by death, and by the fear of it, will force thee to own that 
thou art not a god, but a weak, timorous, trembling, dying man. 
In the hand of him that flayeth thee 7 in the hand of God, and of 



11. f Moreover, the word of the LORD 

unto me, faying, 12. Son of man, take ud ^ 

/ a la« 

unt ° 

the fum full of wifdom and perfedl in beauty to 
haft been in Eden the garden of God ; ever 

the fardius, topaz f!i 
beryl, the onyx, and the \lf 
the fapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle ^4 
gold : the workmanfhip of thy tabrets and of th 

in the day that thou waft 
14. Thou art the anointed cherub that 
vereth : and I have fet thee fo ; thou waft 
holy mountain of God ; thou haft walked u D 
down in the midft of the ftones of fire. I5 
waft perfefl: in thy ways from the day that * ° U 
created, till iniquity was found in thee. 



pipes was prepared in thee, 
created. 



co. 



u Pon the 



multitude of 
midft of thee 



thy 
with 



merchandife they 
violence, and 



thou waft 
16. 



have 



thou 



By the 
filled the' 



n , r haft finned 

cait thee as profane out of the 

and I will ™ w 1, COven 

heart was lifted up becaufe of thy beauty, thou halt 
corrupted thy wifdom by reafon of thy brightnefs 
will caft thee to the ground. I will 



therefore I will 

tain of God : and I will deftroy thee, O 
cherub, from the midft of the ftones of fire. 



I 



to 

thee before 
18, Thou haft de- 
multitude of chine 
by the iniquity of thy traffick 
bring forth a fire from 



ties, 



ground, I will Jay 
kings, that they may behold thee, 

filed thy fanauaries by the Uline lniqm , 

therefore will I 
the midft of thee, 

^v6ur thee, and I will bring thee to afhes upon 

behold thee, 

19. All they that know thee among the people, fhall 
be aftonifhed at thee : thou fhalt be a terror, and ae- 
ver fkalt thou he 



earth, in the fight 



bring 
of all 



them that 



it /hall de* 

the 



any more. 



As after the prediction of the ruin of Tyre, chap.xxvl fol- 
lowed, a pathetical lamentation for it, chap, xxvii, fo after the 
ruin of the king of Tyre is foretold, it is bewailed. . 

1. This is commonly underflood of the prefent prince of Tyre, 
fpoken to ver. 2. His name was Ethbaal, or Ithobalus, as Dio- 
dorus Siculus calls him that was king of Tyre, when Nebuchad- 
nezzar deftroyed it. He was it feems upon all external accounts 
an acco7npliJhed man, very great and famous, but his iniquity was 
his ruin. Many expofitors have fuggefted, that befides the literal 
fenfe of this lamentation there is an allegory in it, and that it is 
an allufion to the fall of the angels that finned, who undid them-, 
felves by their pride. And (as is ufual in texts that have a my- 
ftical meaning) fome pahages here refer primarily to the king of 
Tyre, as that of his merchandifes, others to the angels, as that 
of being in the holy ??iountain of God. But if there be any 
thing myftical in it (as perhaps there may) I fhall rather refer 
it to the fall of Adam, which feems to be glanced at, ver. 13. | 
Thou hafl been in Eden the. garden of God 7 and that in the day tkt 
waft created. 

(2.) Some think by the king of Tyre is meant the whole royal 
. family, this including alfo the foregoing kings, and looking as far | 
back, as Hiram king of Tyre. The prefent governor is called 

but he that is here lamented is called king. The 
and its kings, had for many ages been famous, 



prince, ver. 2. 
court of Tyre, 
But fin ruins it. 



Now we may obferve two things here, 



He 



is here 
. He 



1. What 'was the refiown of the king of Tyre, 
fpoken of as having' lived in great fplendor, ver. iz — 15 
was a man, but it is here owned that he was a very confiderable 

. . o „ o \ (1.) He 

Hiram and other kings of Tyre had 





man, and one that niade a mighty figure in his day 
far exceeded other men 

done fo in their time ; and the prefent king perhaps had not come | 
fliort of any of them. Thou fea left up the fum full of wifdm* 
and perfecl in beauty : both the powers of human nature, and 
the prosperity of human life, feemed in him to have been at the 
higheft pitch. He was looked upon to be as wife, as the reafon or 
men could make him, and as happy as the wealth of this world, 
and the enjoyment of it, could make him ; in him you n ^8 ^ 
fee the utmoft that both could do'; and therefore feal up tbejm | 
for nothing can be added : he is a compleat man, perfefl f» J 

God, thou haft lived as it were in paradife all thy days, haIt f | 

a full enjoyment of $very thing that is good for fit ft 0 Lt% 

J */3 



genere 
nocency 



.) He feemed to be as wife and happy as Adam in m-| 
ter. 1 3 . Thou haft been in Eden, even /* the garden or | 



s 



A' 



Chap- XXVIII. 



E Z E K J E L. 



Chap. XXVIII 




and 



\ hnt to the eyes ; 
nJr. a , Adam. had. 



I' 



- * 



an uncontroyerted dominion over all about 
One inftance of the magnificence of the 
that he out-did all other princes in jewels, 
moft plenty of, that trade moft abroad, 

There is a 



I S of Tyre, is, 

u-h thofe have „ - 
which tnw ^ was fo* covering 



the 



; great vaney — 

h in fuch P el Jg e the or naments of his crown, 



but he had of every fort 5 and 



as hC v'fv of precious ftones, 

variety be{ides wna t were treafured up in his ca- 

he had his clothes 

he 



2 ^Ld with them ; 



nay, ver. 14 



s: 



they were his covering 
n A "anfdmLn in the mldjl , of the Jiones of fire, i.e. thefe 
- mlk - tones which glittered, ihd fparkled like fire. His rooms 
& precious « 0 *™™ {et f 0 ' und with jewels, fo that he walked in the 

& m r t hem and then fancied himfelf as glorious as if, like 
$n a he had been furrounded by fo many angels, who are com- 

# j m a ytoiw* «/ /«• And if he be fuch an adm,rer of P re " 

* ties as to think them as bright as angels, no wonder he is 

admirer of himfelf, as to think himfelf as great as God. 



jK pa „ 
< cious ftones 



V. [ u ™ a £„ * -l f or ts of precious ftones are here named, which were 
N,ne feverai ions v t Perhaps they are particularly named 



V\ ft!C5 



of fuch a value, and fo and fo are its vir- 

Gold is mentioned 



- ^/fn t he'hieh- prieft's ephod. , . . 

fc? S he in his pride Tufed to fpeak particularly of them, and 
fS^^bouthim, with a great deal of foolifh pleafure, # this is 
&fnch a precious ftone ; 

Miuoi j s he upbraided with his vanity. 

§M ft as far inferior in value to thofe precious .Jiones ; and he ufed 
I- Teak of it accordingly. Another thing that made him think 
! V palace a paradife was the curious mufick he had, the tabrets 
I 1 hand-inftruments and wind-inftruments ; the workman- 
f .^of thefe was extraordinary, and they were prepared for him 
t nurpofe y prepared in thee, the pronoun is feminine, in 
fen Tyre ; or it notes that the king was effeminate in doting on 
%, c h things. They were prepared in the day be was created, u e. 
cither born or created king ; they were made on purpofe to cele- 
brate the joys either of his birth-day, or his coronation-day. 
|'-Thefe he prided himfelf much in, and would have all that came 
fee his palace take notice of them. (3.) He looked like an in- 
Parnate angel, ver. 1 4. Thou art the anointed cherub that cover eth 

u e. He looked upon himfelf as a guardian angel 
fo bright, fo ftrong, fo faithful ; appointed to their 



thee, 



AO 



He thought 



,or protecletb 3 
^to his people, 

) office, and qualified for it ; anointed kings fhould be to their fub- 
?jefts/as anointed cherubims that cover them with the wings of their 
I^ov^r 5 and when they are fuch, God will own them ; their 
Advancement was from him, / have fet thee fo. Some think be- 
*aufe mention was made of Eden,^ that it refers to the cherub 
Ijet on the eaft of Eden, to cover it, Gen. iii. 24 
himfelf as able to guard his city from all invaders, as that angel 
%2s for his charge. Or, it may refer to the cherubim in the 
Imoftholy place, whofe wings covered the ark, he thought himfelf 
L 'as bright as one of them. (4.) He appeared in as much fplendor 
|as the high-prieft when he was clothed with his garments for 
[glory and beauty. Thou waft upon the holy mountain of God, as 
fprefident of the temple, built on that holy mountain ; thou didft 
?Jookas great and with as much majefty and authority as ever the 
riiigh-prieft did when he walked in the temple which was garnijhed 
Ivith precious Jiones, 2 Chron. iii. 6. and had his habit on, which 
|kad precious ftones both in the breaft, and on the fhoulders $ in 
pat he feemed to walk in the midjt of the Jiones of fire. 

feThus glorious is the king of Tyre 5 at leaft he thinks him- 

m ' fo. 

2. Let us now fee what was the ruin of the king of Tyre, 
prhat it was that ftained his glory, and laid all this honour in the 
|M, ver. 1 5. Thou waft perfecl in thy ways, i. e. Thou didft 
[profper in all thy affairs, and every thing went well with thee ; 
i'thou hadft not only a clear but a bright reputation, from the day 
1ml waft created, the day of thine acceffion to the throne, //'// 
mydtywas found in thee ; and that fpoiled all. This may .per- 
haps allude to the deplorable cafe of the angels that fell, and of 
|cur firft parents, both which were perfecl in their ways till ini~ 
|y/y was found in them. And when iniquity was once found in 
$®> it increafed, he grew worfe and worfe ; as appears, ver. 1 8 
Jhcu haft defiled thy faneluaries, i. e. Thou haft loft the benefit 
If a11 that which thou thoughteft facred, and in which, as in a 
toctuary, thou thoughteft to take refuge thefe thou haft defiled, 

?|id fo expofed thy felf by the multitude of thine iniquities. Now 

LOblerve, 

the 



iniquity was that was the ruin of the king of 
(1.) The iniquity of his trafifick, fo it is called., ver. 18. 

be- 



1. What 
s 3yre. 

IW his and his people's, "for'their fin is "charged upon him, 
! M* he connived at it, and fet them an ill example, ver. 16. By 
f. f* b ;*nd* of thy merchandife they have filled the midjl of thee 
F» violence, and thus thou haft finned. The kins; had fo much 
No with his merchandife, and was fo wholly intent upon the 

Utw 9 that he took nocaret o do juftice, to right thofe 
^ luitered wrong, and to protea them from violence : nay, 
I we multiplicity of bufinefs wrong was done to many by over- 
W > and m his dealings he made ufe of his power to invade the 
m of thofe he dealt with. 



f^j r " wtw J1C ucaic wicn. Note, j noie tnat nave mucn to 
I J* e World are in great danger of doing much amifs ; and it 
W l ?a ^ Wlt ^ man y without violence to fome. Trades are 
"OH^ • CS * k Ut to ° many make them myfteries of iniquity. 
mrVi and va ' n ~g lo >y> ver. 17. Thine heart was lifted up 

I J' V thy beauty, thou waft in love with thy felf, and thy own 



Thofe that have much to 



fhadow. And thus thou hajl corrupted ity wifdom by reafon of ihs 
brightnefs, and the pomp and fplendor wherein thou livedft. He 
gazed fo much upon this, that it dazzled his eyes, and made him 
he could not fee his way. He appeared fo puffed up with his 
greatnefs, that it both loft him his wifdom, and loft him the re* 
putation of it. He really became a fool in glorying. Thofe make 
a bad bargain for themfelves that part v/ith their wifdom for the 

and to pleafe a vain humour lofe a real 



gratifying of their gaiety, 
excellency. 

What the ruin was that . this 



him 



to. 

from his 
ver. t6 9 
His kingly 
it was 



2, vv nat me rum was tnat . in is iniquity brought 
(1.) He was thrown out of his dignity, and diflodged 
palace, which he took to be his paradife, and temple, 
/ will cajl thee as profa?ze cut of the mountain of God. 
power was high as a mountain, fetting him above others ; 
a mountain of God, for the powers that be are ordained of God, 
and have fomething in them that is facred ; but having abufed hi3 
power, he is reckoned profane, and is therefore depofed and ex- 
pelled; he difgraceth the crown he wears, and fo has forfeited it 3 
and fhall be deftroyed from the midjl of the Jiones of fire, the pre- 
cious ftones with which his palace was garnijhed, as the temple 

and they fhall be no prote&ion to him. (2.) He was ex- 
pofed to contempt and difgrace, and trampled upon by his neigh 
bours. / will cajl thee to the ground, ver. 1 7 
the pavement Jiones, from the midft of the precious ftones, and 
will lay thee z rueful fpedtacle before kings that they, may behold thee, 
and take warning by thee' not to be proud and oppreffive ; (3.} He 
was quite confumed ; his city and he in it. / will bring forth a 
fire from the midft of thee. The conquerors, when they have 
plundered the city, will kindle a fire in the heart of it, which 
fhall lay it and the palace particularly in afties. Or, it may be 
taken more generally for the fire of God's judgments, which 
fhall devour both prince and people, and bring all the glory of 

the 



was 



will caft thee among 



both to ajhes upon 
from the midft of thee. 
rife from themfelves 5 



earth ; and this fire fhall be brought forth 
All God's judgments upon finners take 
they are devoured by a fire of their own 
kindling. (4.) He was hereby made a terrible example of divine 

Thus -he is reduced in the ftght of all them that be- 
hold him, ver. 1 8. they that know him Jhall be aftonijhed at him, 
and fhall admire how one that flood fo high could be brought fo 
low. The king of Tyre's palace, like the temple at Jerufalem* 
when it is deftroyed, fhall be an aftonijhment and a hijfing* 
2 Chron. vii. 20, 21. So fell the king of Tyre. 



vengeance. 



20. $ Again the word of the LORD came un- 



co me, fay in 



21. Son of man, 



Zidon, and prophefy againft it, 
faith the Lord GOD, Behold, 
Zidon, and I will be 



fet thy face againfl: 
And fav. Thus 



22. 



glorified 



I am againft thee, O 
in the midft of thee : 



and they fhall know that I am the LORD, when 



I fhall have executed judgments in 

For I will 



fandlified in her. 
lence, and blood 



23- 
into 



her, and fhall be 

fti- 



fend into her, p 
her ftreets, and the wounded 



fhall be judged in the midft of her by the 

fide; 



on her on every 
the LOR D. 
pricking brier 



and 



24. % 
unto 



they fhall know that 
And there fhall be 
the houfe of Ifrael, 



fword up- 

I 



am 



no more a 



thorn of all that 



grieving 
ddpifed them, and 
Lord -GOD. 25. 



they 
Thus 



are 
fhall 



nor 

round about them 
know that I 



any 
thac 



am tne 



faith the Lord GOD, 



When I fhall have gathered the houfe of Ifrael from 



the 
be 



people 
fandlified 



among whom they are fcattered, and 

them in the fishc of the 



fhall 



in 



then fhall they dwell in 



in 

their 



land thac I 



heathen, 
have 



given 

to my fervanc Jacob. 26. And they fhall dwell fzfely 

and fhall build houfes, and plant vineyards : 
fhall dwell with confidence when I have 



therein, 



yea, they 

executed judgments upon all thofe that defpife them 
round about them, and they fhall know thac I am the 
LORD their God. 



God's glory is his great end, both in all the good y and in all the 
evil which proceed eth out of the mouth of the moft High fo we find 
in thefe verfes, 

1. God will be glorified in the deftrudlion of Zidon ; a city that 
lay near to Tyre, was more ancient, but not fo confiderable, had 
a dependence upon it, and ftood and fell with it. God faith here, 
/ am againft thee, O "Zidon, and I will be glorified in the midjl of 
thee, ver. 22. And again, they that would not know by gentler 
methods {hall be made to knozu that I am the Lord, and I alone ; 
and that I am a juft and jealous God, when I Jhall have executed 
judgments in her, deftroying judgments, when I fliall have done 
execution according to juftice, and according to the fen tence palled, 
and fo fhall be fandlified in her. The Zidonians it fhould feem 
were more addicted to idolatry than the Tynans were, who being 
men of bufinefs and large converfation, were lefs under the power 
of bigottry and fuperftition ; the Zidonians were noted for the wor- 

fhip of Afhtaroth$ Solomon introduced it, x Kings xw 5> Jezebel 




was daughter to the king of Zidon^ who brought the worfliip of 
]Baal into Ifrael, i Kings xvi. 31. fo that God Had been much 
diihonoured by the Zidonians. Now, faith he, I will be glorified, , 
/ will be fan&ified. The Zidonians were borderers upon the 
land of Ifrael, where God was known, and where they might 
have got the knowledge of him, and have learned to glorify htm ; 
but inftead of that they feduced Ifrael to the worfliip of their idols. 
Note, When God is fanevtified he is glorified ; for his holinefs is his 
glory ; and thofe whom he is not fandtified and glorified by* he 
will be fanctified and glorified upon, by executing judgments upon 
them, which fpeak him a juft avenger of his own and his peoples 
injured honour. 

The judgments that fliall be executed upon Zidon are war and 
peflilence, two wafting depopulating judgments, ver. 23. They 
are God's mefTengers which he fends on his errands, 'and they 
fhall aecomplifh that for which he fends them. Pejlilence and blood 
fhall be fent into her flreets, there the dead bodies of thofe fhall 
Jie who perifhed fome by the plague, occafioned perhaps through 
ill diet when the city was befieged, and fome by the fword of the 
enemy, moft likely the Chaldean. armies, when the city is taken, 
and all put to the fword. Thus the wounded fhall be judged, 
when they are dying of their wounds they fhall judge themfelves, 
and others fhall fay they juftly fall ; or, as fome read it, they fhall 
be punifijed by the fword, that fword which has commiffion to de- 
ftroy on every fide. It is God that judgeth, and he will overcome. 

Nor is it Tyre and Zidon only on which God would execute 
judgments, but on all thofe that defpifed his people Ifrael, and 
triumphed in their calamities, ver. 26. for this was now God's 
controverfy with the nations that were round about them, ver. 26. 
Note, When God's people are under his corre&ing hand for their 
faults, he takes care, as he did concerning malefactors that were 
fcourged, that they /hall not feem vile to thofe that are about them, 
and therefore takes it ill at thofe who defpife them, and fo help for- 
ward the affliction when he is but a little difpleafed, Zech. i. 15. 
God regards them even in their low eftate, and therefore let not 

men defpife them. 

z. God will be glorified in the redoration of his people to their 
former fafety and profperity. God had been dishonoured by the 
fins of his people, and their fufferings too had given occasion to the 
enemy to blafpheme, lfa. lii. 5. but God will now both cure 
them of their fins, and eafe them of their troubles, and fo will be 
fanclified in them, in the fight of the heathen, will recover the honour 
of his holinefs, to the fatisfaction of all the world, ver. 25. For, 

1. They (hall return to the pofleffion of their own land again. 
/ will gather the houfe of Ifrael, out of their difperfions, in anfwer 
to that prayer, Pfal. cvi. 47. Save us, O Lord our God, and gather 
us from among the heathen. And in purfuance of that promife, 
Dcut. xxx. 4. thence will the Lord thy God gather thee. Being 
gathered, they fhall be brought in a body to dwell in the land that 
I have given to ?ny fervant Jacob. God had an eye to the ancient 
grant, in bringing them back, for that remained in force, and the 
difcontinuance of the pofleffion was not a defeafance of the right. 
He that gave it will again give it. 

2. They fhall enjoy great tranquillity there. When thofe that 
had been vexatious to them are taken off, they fhall live in quiet- 
nefs ; there fhall be no more a pricking brier, or a grieving thorn, 
ver. 24. They fhall have a happy fettlement, for they fhall build 
houfes, and plant vineyards ; and they fhall enjoy a happy fecurity 
and ferenity there ; they fhall dwell fafely, fhall dwell with confidence, 
and there fhall be none to difquiet them, or make them afraid, 
ver. 26. This never had a full acccomplifhment in the body of 
that people, for after their return out of captivity, they were ever 
and anon molefted by fome ill neighbour or other. Nor has the 
gofpel church been ever quite free from pricking briers and grieving 
thorns ; yet fome times the church has reft ; believers always dwell 
fafely under the divine protection, and may be quiet from the fear 
of evil. But the full accomplifhment of this promife is referved 
for the heavenly Canaan, when all the faints fliall be gathered toge- 
ther, and every thing that offends fhall be removed, and all griefs 
and fears for ever banifhed. 



CHAP. XXIX. 



Three chapters zve had concerning Tyre and its king, next follows four 
chapters concerning Egypt and its king. This is the firfl of them 5 
Egypt had formerly been a houfe of bondage to God's people ; of late 
they had had but too friendly a correfpondence with it, and had depend- 
ed too much upon it, and therefore whether the prediction reached 
Egypt or no, it would be of ufe to Ifrael, to take them off from 
their confidence in their alliance with it. The prophecies againft 
Egypt which are all laid together in thefe four chapters were of five 
fcveral dates ; the firfl in the 1 oth year of the captivity, ver. 1 . 
The zd in the 27th, ver. 17. The 3d in the nth year and the 
firfi month, chap. xxx. 20, The 4th in the nth year and the 
third month, chap. xxxi. 1. The $th in the ixth year, chap, 
xxxii. 1. and another the fame year, ver. 17. In this chapter we 

have 7 (1.) The deftruflion of Pharaoh foretold, for his dealing 



deceitfully with Ifrael, ver. .1—7. (2.) The deflation 6 f 
land, of Egypt foretold, ver. 8-i- 12. ( 3 .) A promife of th e 
ration thereof in part after 40 years, ver. 13— -16, (Air" 
poffeffion that Jhould be given to Nebuchadnezzar of ifa! 
Egyph ver. 17—20. (5.) A promife of mercy to Ifiael, Ve ^f 



» 

IN the tenth year, in the tenth month, in me twelf \ 
day of the month, the word of the LORn 

\ _ 2. Son of man, f et thy fw 
againft Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prpphefy a a a j n a 
him, and againft all Egypt. 3. Speak and fay, Xh 
faith *the Lord GOD, Behold, I am againft th^ 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that liS 
in the midft of his rivers, which hath faid, My rive 
is mine own* and I have made it for my felf. 4 g r 
I will put hooks in thy chaws, and I will caufe th* 
fifh of thy rivers to ftick unto thy fcales, and I 
bring thee up out of the midft of thy rivers, and all 
the fifh of thy rivers fhall ftick unto thy fcales. 5. And 
I will leave thee thrown into the wildefnefs* thee and 
all the filh of thy rivers : thou /halt fall upon the 
open fields, thou lhalt not be brought together, nor 
gathered : I have given thee for meat to the beads 
of the field, and to the fowls of the hea 
6. And all the inhabitants of 



came unto me, faying, 



ven. 



IS 



I 



Egypt fhall know that 
becaufe they have been a ftaff 
of Ifrael. 



am the LORD, 
of reed to the houfe of Ifrael. 7. When fcwu 
hold of thee by thy hand, thou didft break, and rent 

: and when they leaned upon thee 
thou brakeft, and madeft all their loyns to be at a 
ftand. 



all their fhoulder 



I 



I 



<3 



Here is, (1.) The date of this prophecy againft Egypt It wasia j 
the tenth year of the captivity, and yet it is placed after the prophecy . | 
againft Tyre, which was delivered in the eleventh year, becaufe in 
the accomplifhment of the prophecies, the deftruciion of Tyre 
happened before the deftruciion of Egypt, and Nebuchadnezzar's 
gaining Egypt was the reward of his fervice againft Tyre; and 
therefore the prophecy againft Tyre is put firft, that we may the 1 
better obferve that. But particular notice muft be taken of this, | 
that the firft prophecy againft Egypt was juft at the time when 
the king of Egypt was coming to relieve Jerufalem, andraifethel 
^ e g e 5 Jer.xxxvii. 5. but did not anfwer the expectations of the | 
Jews from them. Note, It Is good to forefee the failing of all our 
creature-confidences, then when we are moft in temptation to 
depend upon them ; that we may ceafe from man. p 

2. The (cope of this prophecy. It is directed againft Pbara&\ 
king of Egypt, andagairzft all Egypt, ver. 2. The prophecy againft? 
Tyre began with the people, and then proceeded againft the prince. ; | 
But this begins with the prince, becaufe it began to have its accom-S 
plifhment in the infurre£tions and rebellions of the people agaiulUf 
the prince not long after this. | 

3. The prophecy itfelf : Pharaoh Hophrah (for fo was the pre-;! 
fent Pharaoh furnamed) is here reprefented by a great dragon, orj;| 
crocodile, that lies in the midft of his rivers, as Leviathan in the | 
waters, to play therein, ver. 3. Nilus the river of Egypt was.^ 
famed for crocodiles : And what is the king of Egypt in God's?! 
account but a great dragon, venomous and mifchievous. There-| 
fore faith God, / am againft thee, I am above thee', fo it may be^ 
read. How high foever the princes and potentates of the earth are,j| 
-there is a higher than they, Eccl. v. 8. a God above them that caivg 
controll them, and if they be tyrannical and oppreflive, a Godj 
againft them that will be free to reckon with them. Obferve here,| 

I. The pride and fecurity of Pharaoh. He lies in the mifi */J 
his rivers, rolls himfelf with a great deal of fatisfaflion in hj*| 
wealth and pleafures : And he faith, My river is my own ; heboaitsj 
that he is an abfolute prince, his fubje&s are his vaffab, ]^v% 
bought them long ago, Gen. xlvii. 23. That he is a fole prince^ 
and has neither partner in the government, nor competition for it}j 
that he is out of debt, what he has is his own, and none of m|J 
neighbours has any demands upon him ; that he is independent^ 
neither tributary nor accountable to any. Note, Worldly carnaf| 
minds pleafe themfelves with, and pride themfelves in, their prop 
perty, forgetting that whatever we have, we have only the uleo^ 
it, the property is in God, we ourfelves are not our own but WU; 
our tongues are not our own, Pfal. xii. 4. Our river is not our « 
for its fprings are in God. The moft potent prince cannotcaii ; 
what he has his own, for tho* it be fo againft all the world, it £ 
not fo againft God. But Pharaoh's reafon for his pretenUfn^ 
yet more abfurd 5 my river is my own, for / have made it for 1 '),. 
felf Here he ufurps two of the divine prerogatives, to dc ^ 
author and end of his own being and felicity ; He only? t hat is ; 
great Creator, can fay of this world, and of every thing in Jt, j 
made it for myfelf. He calls his river his own, becaufe he io0 V ^ 
unto the maker thereof, nor has refpetl unto him that fo/hioned t | 
ago, lfa. xxii. 1 1. What we have, we have received/^ 

niuft ufe for God, fo that we cannot fay we made ih much ie s ^ 



